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PREFACE 


THE  facta  contained  in  this  Hiatoty  have  bc€ii  th©  aecumuUtion  of  many  jeat«.  Wh^n  I  arrived  in 
the  Colon}',  most  of  the  early  Missionai'ies  were  still  living.  I  have  also  had  tht  opportunity  of 
reading  the  early  Methodi*it  IMaga^ines,  which,  for  the  firit  twenty-five  years  of  tli^  Mishion,  contain 
full  reportii  and  letters.  Froiii  these,  and  the  personal  racitalfi  of  the  Missionaries  I  have  knotrtit  the  narratives 
and  incidents  given  in  connection  with  the  Maori  Mlnslon  have  been  selected.  In  1881,  the  late  Rev.  T.  Buddie 
and  myself  were  appointed  by  the  General  Conference  to  collect  information  respecting  the  History  of  the 
Church  in  New  Zealand.  On  Mr»  Buddie's  decea^^e,  the  Rev.  R,  Bavin  took  hia  place,  and  when  Mr.  Bavin 
was  rc*moved  to  Sydney,  the  Rev.  H.  Bull  was  appointed.  In  reply  to  circulai-s  sent  to  all  tho  Ministers  and 
English  Circuits  by  thi«  Comuiittee  in  1886,  many  interesting  items  were  ohtained  and  noted,  and  variouA 
letttavs,  documentSj  and  extracts  from  onicial  records  furnished.  These  have  been  freely  plackl  at  my  disposaJ. 
On  arrangements  being  made  for  the  publication  of  this  volume,  I  again  appealed  to  Minlsti^r^  and  Office-bearers 
for  further  data.  To  this  Ihere  was  a  very  generous  response,  and  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony  I  have 
received  contributions.  Having  tilmi  resided  in  each  of  the  four  chief  cities,  I  became  acquainted  with  many 
of  the  early  Church  Member^  and  exatnined  the  early  Minute  Books,  During  the  past  twenty-fivc  years  I 
have  been  called  upon  frequently  to  tmvcl  through  the  whole  Colony,  and  thus  obtained  a  perso:ial  knowledge 
of  almost  every  congregation.  The  Rnv,  H,  Bull,  who  has  a  large  stoie  of  memoranda  most  methodically' 
arranged,    has    rendered    specially    valuable   assistance. 

The  task  of  collating  the  different  docujnents  and  letters,  particularly  those  relating  to  e%rly  days,  has 
been    arduous,    but   the   greatest   care    has   Wen    taken    to   secure   accuracy. 

Kor  the  illustrations  in  the  Maori  Section,  I  am  indebted  to  tiie  excellent  photographa  of  Messrs.  J.  Martin, 
Auckland  ;  Wheeler  *.t  Son,  Christchurcli ;  Burton  Bros*,  Dunedin  ;  and  some  others-  I  alti  also  under  special 
obligation  to  Mr,  C.  Ewen,  Wellington,  for  permission  freely  given  to  c^jpy  Engravings  and  Paintings  from 
those  scarce  books  ^' Angas'a  New  Zealanders"  and  "  Wakefield 'f5  Tlisstory/'  A  few  efigravings  were  also  supplied 
by  the  Wealeyan  Mission  House^  Ix^ndou,  The  views  of  European  ChurcheH,  and  portraits  of  past  and  present 
Office-bearers  and  Members,  have  been  obtained  by  the  rcrAy  Ci>operation  of  my  ministerial  brethren  and 
hosts  of  friends.     To  one  and  all  I  tender  my  hearty  acknowledgements. 


Wm.   MORLEY. 


CUSIffTiHRfRCH, 

.•    2nD  August,  1900. 
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JJKTIIODTSM     is     ono   of   the 
y(>iin;;rst  in  the  sisttM-htHxI  of 
th<'  Prott'stiint  (Miunrhfs.     Its 
formal  or^'anisatioii  b(»«,'an  less 
tlianahiin(h(*<lan<Isixtyycai*s 
since.      JUit  its  pro^^ress  hits 
been  so  rapid,  and  its  ex  ten- 
it   is  now    one  of    the    most 
important    factors    in    tlu*   world's   evan«^eh*sation. 
Amon^ji^  tlie   En<,dish-sj)eakin;^  ih'o2)Ios   its   «;rowth 
has     been     phenomenal.       Its     F'oreijU'n     Missions 
are  extensive  anci  siiccessfnl.      Tts  sanctuaries  an* 
to   be    found    in    (»verv   land,    and    its   preachers 
proclaim  the  Gosjx*!  innumy  lan^ua;;;<*s  and  dialects.    At  fii-st 
an  Evanf^'elistic  movement  only,  it  lists  now  been  f<»r  three 
generations  a  w^H-organised  Church,  with  a  (h'finit^*  theology, 
and  a  distinctive  polity.     A  brief  sketch  of  its  incept i<ni, 
principles,  and  development  may  therefore  fitly  prectnle  the 
sketch  of  its  history  in  the  c(»U\\v\  v.vt^v\s  */.s>vsXvv\A> 


HTSTOKY  OF  METHODISM  IN  XEW  ZEALAND. 


Moral  Letharsry  and  Death. 

At  the  bej^iniiin^of  the  last  century  the  st^ite  of  Enp;hin(l, 
morally  and  religiously,  was  exe^M^Iingly  deplorabh!.  There 
was,  it  is  true,  the  State  Church,  with  its  parish  priest  in 
every  town   and  village.     It   hml  an  excellently-arranged 


From  an  early  jwrtrait. 

Mrs.  Susanna  Wesley. 


economy  and  large  revenues.  Thf  stipends  of  its  ministers 
were  chiefly  derived  from  tithes  legally  chargeahlo.  Fioni 
the  Reformation  time  cmward,  there  luul  been  in  the  ranks 
of  its  ministers  eminent  scholars  and  able  theologiuns. 
But  it  hml  now  lost  its  hold  ujwm  the  peojjle.  A  drv  and 
formal  morality  was  tlie  staple  of  the  sermons,  and  the 
lives  of  many  of  the  clergy  dirl  not  commend  their  message. 
Dissent  als(»  was  lacking  in  spiritual  power.  The  Act '^nf 
Toleration  had  s<*eur(^l  for  its  j>reach(rs  and  congregatit»ns 
civil  lights  and  religious  freedom.  In  many  of  the  larger 
towns  and  cities  substantial  chapels  had*  been  erected. 
Their  ministers  were  learned  and  amiable.  Hut  their  can*- 
fully  rea<J  discours(»s  <lid  not  attract  the  masses,  nor  did 
tliey  gr(?atly  move  those  wh(»  did  attend  the  services. 
Worse  than  this,  some  of  the  pn^aehers  had  depart cmI  from 
the  faith,  and  ojn-nly  preached  Arianisni.  That  these 
statements  are  not  exaggerated  might  be  proved  by  quota- 
tions both  from  general  writers  and  those  acquaintcjd  with 
the  inner  history  of  the  Churches.      From  a  large  number 


of  testimonies,  two  or  three  only  are  selected.  Southey, 
the  Poet  Laureate,  and  an  attached  meml)er  of  the  Church 
of  England,  declares  : — "  There  never  was  less  religious 
feeling,  either  within  the  Establishment  or  without,  than 
when  Wesley  blew  his  trumpet  and  awakened  those  that 
slept."  Bishop  Buniett,  referring  to  the  candidates  for 
oi*diiiation,  says  : — "  The  much  greater  part  of  those  who 
come  to  be  ordainwl  are  ignorant  to  a  d<»gi*ee  nt»t  to  l)e 
apprehended  by  those  who  are  not  obliged  to  kiiow  it.  The 
easiest  part  of  knowledge  is  that  to  which  they  are  tin* 
greatest  strangers  :  I  mean,  the  j)lainest  part  of  the 
Scriptures,  which  they  say,  in  excuse  for  their  ignoranc(\ 
that  ilunv  tut4)rs  in  the  Uni>'ersity  never  mention  the 
reading  t»f  to  them  ;  so  that  they  can  give  no  account,  or 
at  least  a  very  impi'rfect  one,  of  tlu»  contents  even  of  the 
(Jospels.  Th(»s(»  who  have  read  some  few  lKX>ks,  yt^t  stHMU 
never  to  have*  r(»ad  the  Scrij)tures.  Many  cannot  give  a 
tolerable  account  even  of  the  Catechism  itself,  lu»w  short 
and  plain  soever.'  In  e(|ually  strong  and  j)lain  language 
\\v  describes  tlu^  ignorance  and  incapacity  of  those  who 
weie  already  in  orders.  X«)r  w(M'e  the  N«>nc<mformists  less 
blame\\orthy,  though  their  declension  took  an«>ther  f«>rm. 
Dr  John  (luise  avers  that  "  All  that  is  reslrictively 
Chiistian,  oi*  that  is  jM'culiar  to  Christ,  everything  con- 
cei'iiiiig  Him,  that  has  not  its  apparent  foundation  in 
natuial  light,  is  waived,  banishinl,  or  d(»sj)ised."  Pr  Isjiac 
Watts  speiiks  of  "  the  decay  of  vital  religion  :"  and  Isaiic 
Tayloi-  sjiys  :  "  Noncomformiry  st:<Mned  likely  to  be  found 
nowliei-e  lnit  in  books."  '*  Like  priest,  like  p(H>ph».''  When 
the  fountains  of  kn«»wle(lge  were  [polluted,  and  the  very 
tea<-lieis  of  religion  had  lost  their  hold  of  vital  truth,  it  is 
no   wonder   that    llagrant    an<I   open  wickedness  prevailiHl. 


IV 


The  Mother  of  the  Wesleys,  in  old  a^^e. 
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The  Church  Home  of  the  first  Methodist  Congregation  in  London,  A.D.   1740. 


Ari*lil)ishoj)  S(M'koi-,  in  a  chari^M'  to  the  clrruy  in  17.'»''<, 
aHinntnl  that  tlu*r(»  was  "such  <lisM)liih*n«-^s  and  (M»ntiMii])t 
of  jiriiu*ij>h'  in  tlio  higher  part  of  the  world,  and  such 
j)rorii<rat<»  intt^nipcrancc  and  tVai'lcssncss  of  coininil  tinic 
(TiFnt's  in  the  h>\v(M',  as  must,  if  this  loricnt  of  ini«|uity 
stop  not,  Ix'conu'  ahsolu tidy  fatal. "  Illnst rations  of  llicsc 
statt*in«'nts  nii<^dit  Ix*  niulti}»licd.  One  writer  states  :  "din 
(li'inkin<{  hiul  spread  likf  an  ej)idenii<-.  Kvery  sixth  house* 
in  l»ndon  Wits  a  *fro<^  slioj).  The  London  doctors  in  17">0 
statc^l  that  there  wen*  I  l,OOU  cases  of  dlness  ilii-ectly 
uttrihutabh'  to  the  mania  for  u'in  (hinkinir.'  An«>ther 
dechires  that  **  The  country  was  an  aj)t  imitator  of  the 
vices  of  the  town.  There  the  stjuire,  havini^  by  idleness  or 
IkuI  company  for^^otten  the  litth*  learnin*;  he  ac^uiretl  at 
coUe^e,  Unt  often  devoted  himself  to  drunkenness  and 
delwiucherv  :  while  the  ctmnnon  people  were  i«;5n«»rant, 
superstiti<»us,  brutal,  and  bad  behaved.  Smu<^«(linfij  was 
enormous,  and  in  the  CouFity  of  Sutt'olk  alone  -1,500  liorses 
wei*e  employed  in  carryinjjj  merchandise  of  a  contraV)and 
character."  Thus  the  hiws  of  lH)th  Cod  and  man  were 
jrrossly  violaUjd. 

Wesley's  Home  and  Ancestry. 

An  Evangelical  Revival  wtis  evidently  needed.  Gml's 
instrument  for  bringin*^  about  such  a  Revival  was  also 
l)eing  prei>arecl.  John  Wesley — under  God  the  Founder 
of  Methodi«ni — was  born  in  Epworth  Parsonage  on  June 


17,  i7t'.».     Thice  jjotent  intluenc(»s  moulded  his  character 
and  <leteiinine<|  his  course  of  life.     Heredity,  h(nne  training, 
and  ethication  all  ha<l  part  in  fittin*,'  him  for  his  life-tjisk. 
His  father  came  of  a  family  of  ministers,  and  was  himself 
a  patient  student,  a  man  of  considerable*  erudition,  and  (»f 
tireles-,  dili^'en<e.      A  notable  exci'ption  in  thes(MVsjM»cts  to 
the  cleri^^y  Uishop  lUiinett  describes,  he  was  also  a  faithful 
parish  minister.      His  wife,  Susanna,  also  desc(»nded  from  a 
ministeiial  family,  was  sprightly,  intelligent,  of  great  f<»rce 
of  charactei*,  and  wonderfully  methixlic.     She  was  well  read 
in  theology,   w;ls  of  de(»p  piety,  and  luul  her  own   views, 
which    wen^    tenaciouslv   held    and   clearly  expressed.     If 
John     Wesley    is     ligirtly    designated     **  The    Father    of 
Methodism,"   this   brave  and   accomplished    lady   was    its 
Mother,  f«)r    to  her  he  not   only  owtMJ   many  of  his  gifts, 
})ut    again    and   again   was   he   indebted    to    her   for   wise 
guidance.     She   had    a  family  of    nineteen   childi-en.     As 
the  J{ect<»r's  income  was  excetnlingly  limited,  and  he  wjis 
somewhat    lacking   in   worldly  wisdom,   the  home  was  the 
reverse  of  luxurious.     If  the  children  never  actually  lacke<i 
brea<l,  they  came  perilously  near  it.     But  with  plain  living 
there  was  high  thinking,  and,  lH?tt*»r  still,  deep  piety,     ^li-s 
Wesh  y  was  a  skilful  preceptr(»ss  and  a  model  disciplinarian. 
She  taught  all  her  children,  and  imbmHl  both  boys  and  girls 
with   a  real  lovi'  for  learning.     At  ten  years  of  age,  well 
grounded  by  these  home*  lessons,  John  l)ecame  a  pupil  o£ 
the  Charterhouse  ScIuhA,  \iwvwVQW.     \\.^  NS-^jtocV-oxv  v^x^vi\>$Cvs\^ , 
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Leaders  of  the  -Evans:elical  Revival. 


coinbiiHHl  with  real  toachin^  jm)\v(m\  was  of  aclvaiita;::^' 
physically  and  iiUMitally.  Havin*,'  w(»n  an  exhibition,  at 
seventocn  he  proceeded  to  the  rniversity  of  Oxford,  took 
liis  M.A.  de«;i'ee  in  due  course,  anri  was  elected  a  F<»llow  of 
Lincoln  Colle*(e  wh(»n  only  twenty-three  years  f»f  a^'e. 
Oxford  tlid  much  for  Wesley  himself,  and  throuy^h  him  it 
made  a  lastinj^  impression  on  MelluKlism.  He  hi^ddy 
valued  sound  learning;,  was  eminently  a  scholar  to  the  end 
of  his  (hiys,  and  did  liis  utmost  to  prom«)te  (education.  He 
was  ordained  in  17l^5.  F«)ra  time  he  served  as  his  father's 
curate  at  Wroote,  amon^j  a  pe«)pl(»  whom  his  [lively  sister 


describes  jis  '*  unpoh^hed  wi«;ht.s.  with  heads  as  imj>ervious 
as  stones,  and  as  dull  as  asses."  Villaire  life  was  not  to  his 
taste,  and  shortly  he  returned  to  Oxford,  where  he  «:[ained 
cfjiisiderable  celebrity  a.s  Tutor  and  l^ecturer,  and  found 
the  work  thoroutfhly  troni^'enial.  1 1  was  <lurin.i^  h\<  residt'nce 
there  that  the  term  "  Methodist  *  was  first  aj»plied  to  him. 
Durin*^'  Ids  absence  in  the  country  his  br«)ther  Charles  and 
a  few  friends  hail  bei^un  to  attend  the  w«H'kly  sacraments, 
to  meet  tot,'ether  foi*  the  study  of  the  On'ek  Testament,  and 
systematically  to  visit  the  poor  and  afflicted.  Of  this 
conipany,  on  his  return,  John   became  lead<*r  and  director, 
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American  Methodist  Pioneers,  with  Bishop  Pierce,  and  Dr.  Winans. 


A  stuilent,  olwervinf;  liow  thoy  lived  by  ruU*,  luippciied  to 
say,  "Here  is  a  new  set  of  Metliodists  sprung,'  up.*'  Tlie 
(luaiiit  name  stuck,  and  **  as  tlie  Disciples  were  first  eall«Ml 
Chnstians  in  Antioch,*'  so  this  name,  ^ivcn  in  derisitm, 
became  the  glory  of  the  Church  that  was  U)  \m\ 

Missionary  Experience. 

To  the  influences  of  Home,  ScIum)!,  and  C<ille«^e  was  now 
to  be  afjded  the  exiH'ri(»nce  dei'iv(H:l  from  association  with 
his  fellow-men  in  daily  life.     At  th(»  ^e4U(^st  of  his  father's 


fri(?nd.  General  Oglelliorpe,  Wesley  went  to  Georgia  as 
Chaplain  to  I  hi*  settle  i*s  and  ^Fissionary  to  the  Indians. 
To  put  it  mildly,  his  ministry  tlu*re  was  not  a  success.  He 
was,  indeed,  diligent  as  ever,  and  studie<l  (Jerman,  Spanish, 
and  Italian.  His  observanci*  of  clerical  duties  was 
punctilit)us,  an<l  his  i)ersonal  life  that  of  an  ascetic.  But 
his  High  Church  views,  and  his  insistence  on  carrying  out 
the  letti'r  of  the  rubrics,  brought  him  into  collision  with 
his  j)arishioners  at  Savannah.  The  gossip  and  narrowness 
of   a   small   settlement   irritated   him^  tuvd  \vi  ^vss.  \\\.vs»5v^ 
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unhappy.  He  learned  some  moderation  thereby,  and 
especially  that  the  mere  observance  of  religious  ordinances 
would  not  develop  religious  life.  Coming  into  contact 
with  Moravianism,  as  shown  in  the  simple  piety  of  some 
German  immigrants,  he  found  out,  to  use  his  own  words, 
that  hitherto,  "  though  he  may  have  been  a  servant,  he  was 
not  a  child  of  God." 


Spiritual  Deliverance. 

The  year  17.S8  was  a  notable  one  in  his  life.  In  P^'ebruary 
he  landed  from  America,  dispirited  as  to  his  work,  and 
uneasy  in  his  conscience.  In  Ijondon  he  learned  much 
from  Peter  Bohler,   a  Bishop  of   the  Moravian   Church. 


Wesley  called  this  his  conversion,  and  the  marks  of  a 
true  conversion — personal  and  joyous  experience  of  pai-don, 
a  forgiving  spirit,  and  testimony  to  the  blessing  received — 
all  followed.  And  on  no  man's  conversion,  except  those  of 
Paul  and  Martin  Luther,  did  greater  issues  depend. 
Without  that,  Wesley  might  have  been  devout,  orthodox, 
and  earnest,  but  he  would  never  have  become  the  P'ounder 
of  a  religious  communion.  This  mmle  him  an  fvixJent 
Evangelist,  and  obligcnl  him  to  organise  his  converts.  A 
month  later,  in  8t  Clary's,  Oxfonl,  he  preached  l)efore  the 
University  a  remarkable  sermon  on  "  Justification  by 
Faith,"  in  which  he  states,  in  terse  and  convincing 
language,  the  truth  he  hivl  tested.     During  the  remainder 
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South- East  View  of  the  City  Road  Chapel,  A.D.   1780. 


This  dev<)te<l  man  insisted  that  i(>r<;iv('n('ss  of  sins  was 
to  be  obtained  by  faith  only.  When  AVcsh'V,  stni^^'liii^ 
for  pardon,  proposed  givin*,'  up  preacliiiig  tor  a  while 
l)ecause  he  had  not  saving  faith,  Bohler  gave  tiie  sound 
adWce,  "  Preach  faith  fill  you  have  it,  and  then  brt<tu{<t' 
you  have  it  you  toill  i)reac!i  it."  He  diligently  attended 
public  services,  fasted,  prayini,  read  the  Word  of  (jlod,  and 
went  to  i)rivate  me(»tings  held  for  religious  experience  and 
prayer.  At  length  the  blessing  was  realised.  On  May 
24th,  after  describing  his  earnest  seeking  after  God  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  day,  he  adds  : — 

In  tlio  evcninjr,  1  went  very  unwillingly  to  a  Society  in  Aldersjrate- 
strcet,  where  one  was  reading  Lnther's  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans.  About  a  (piarter  befort?  nine,  while  he  wan  describing  the 
change  winch  (io<l  works  in  the  heart  through  faith  in  Christ,  I  felt 
my  heart  strangely  wanned.  1  felt  I  did  trust  in  Christ  -Christ 
alone-  for  safvation  ;  an<l  an  assurance  was  given  me  that  He  had 
taken  away  my  sins,  even  mine,  and  saved  m«j  from  the  law  of  sin 
and  death.  I  began  to  pniy  with  all  my  might  for  those  who  had  in 
a  more  es|H»cial  manner  de«i»iti»fully  used  me  and  jwrsecute*!  me.  1 
then  testitied  oiwnly  to  all  those  present  what  1  now  first  felt  in  my 
licart. 


of  tiie  year,  he  associated  much  with  the  Moravians,  anil 
visited  their  headijuarteis  in  (leiniany.  Thi»  intercourse 
was  lielpfnl  in  hnildini,^  up  his  spiritual  life.  He  did  not 
approve  of  all  their  rules,  hut  he  admired  their  j)ractice  of 
going  hairk  to  the  New  TestanuMit  for  precedents,  ai»d  this 
served  to  emancipate  him  still  furtluM*  from  the  High 
Church  notions  in  which  he  had  been  trained. 

His  preaching  was  full  of  power.  The  p<M>ple  tluonge<l 
toheai.  I>ut  his  denunciations  of  sin  were  so  plain,  and 
his  indictment  of  formalism  so  stroiig,  that  shortly  the 
doors  of  the  churches  were  closc^d  against  him.  Stimulated 
by  the  example  of  his  friend  Whiteiield,  in  April,  at 
Bristol,  he  connnenced  holding  services  in  the  open  air. 
Novelty  counted  for  something.  lUit  tlie  preacher's  intense 
earnestn(\ss,  directness,  and  spiritual  fei  vour  were  also 
attractive.  Sotm  his  congregations  grew  from  five  thousand 
to  fourteen  thousan<l.  From  that  time,  at  Kingswomi  and 
Clifton,  near  Bristol,  at  Hlackheath,  Kennington  C<>nnnon, 
and  Moorfields  in  Ijondon,  on  the  Connnon  at  Newccostle, 
and  elsewhere  t  >  the  end  of  his  life,  he  was  a  jx)j)ular  and 
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eflFective  field  preacher.  Many  hearing  him  repented  of 
their  sins,  and  sought  to  lead  a  new  life.  They  were 
organised  into  Societies  for  religious  fellowship,  meeting 
weekly.  In  May,  1739,  at  the  Horsefair  in  Bristol,  the 
foundation-stone  of  the  first  Methodist  Church  in  the  world 
was  laid.  In  November,  he  began  services  in  London  at  a 
disused  foundry,  which  was  fittcri  up  as  a  place  for  worship. 
These  became  the  twin  centres  from  which  the  sound  of 
the  Evangel  went  throughout  Great  Britain. 

The  Movement  Organised. 

In  July,  1740,  another  step  in  the  direction  of  a  separate 
Church  was  taken.  On  account  of  erroneous  teaching  in 
the  Morav-ian  Society  at 
Fetter-Lane,  London,  We^sley 
withdrew  his  followers.  They 
increased  so  rapidly  that 
seven  months  later  there 
were  eleven  hundred  in  the 
Metropolis  alone,  and  a  pro- 
portionate number  in  Bristol. 
Financial  questions  soon  came 
up  for  consideration.  A 
debt  on  the  Bristol  Church 
or  Room,  jus  they  modestly 
called  it,  was  pressin<^.  A 
Captain  Foy  su«;:jL»este(J  tliat 
each  member  of  Society  should 
give  a  penny  per  week  to- 
wanls  its  li(|uidation,  and 
that  one  in  twelve,  called  a 
Leader,  should  collect  from 
the  others,  known  ashischiss. 
Some  of  these  Ijeaders  dis- 
covered that  occasionally  the 
life  of  members  was  not 
worthy  of  their  profession. 
Wesley's  sagacious  mind  at 
once  saw  the  remedy,  and  a 
means  for  making  the  or^ani- 
satior*  more  perfect.  The 
classes  wen?  to  meet  weekly, 
when  the  members  would  pay 
the  pence  and  unite  in  reli- 
gious exercises.  I^»aders,  as 
sub-pastors,  were  to  visit  and 
watch  over  those  under  their 
charge,  while  "  a  ticket," 
issued  quarterly,  was  to  be  the 

token  of  membership.  For  the  ''  United  Societies,"  as 
they  came  now  to  be  called,  General  Rules  were  drawn  up 
in  1743,  which  are  still  recognised  in  Methodist  Churches 
the  world  over.  These  are  at  once  simple,  liberal,  practical. 
No  doctrinal  test  is  imposed.  No  profession  of  con- 
version even  is  necessary.  The  only  requisite  is  "a  desire 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  to  be  saved  from 
sin."  This  desire  is  to  be  evidenced  by  avoiding  evil  of 
every  kind,  doing  good  in  all  possible  ways,  and  as  far  as 
possible  to  all  men,  and  attendance  on  the  ordinances  of 
God. 


The  Rev.  John  Fletcher 


Extension  of  the  Church. 

From  this  time  Wesley  was  a  ceaseless  itinerant.     New- 
castle was  visited  in  1742.     On  his  way  back  to  London, 


he  preached  six  evenings  in  succession  on  his  father's  tomb 
in  Epworth,  and  there  was  a  great  awakening.  In  1747 
the  work  spread  to  Ireland,  and  in  1751  to  Scotland.  The 
rapidly-growing  towns  of  Yorkshire  and  Lanca«<hire  were 
visited,  and  amid  the  furnaces  of  the  Black  Country,  to 
colliers  and  ironworkers,  the  Gospel  was  preached.  Cornish 
miners  heartily  welcomed  the  glad  tidings,  and  in  the 
Lincolnshire  fens  the  people  gladly  heard  the  Word. 
Wesley  was  aided  in  his  labours  by  his  brother  Charles 
and  a  few  other  godly  clergymen,  in  whom  zeal  for  men's 
salvation  was  stronger  than  preference  for  a  particular 
form  of  Church  government.  In  some  cases  the  results 
were  remarkable.     In  all  there  were  evident  tokens  of  the 

presence  of  God.   Occasionally 

^  there   was  bitter    opposition. 

In  Rochdale,  he  says,  "  the 
st  reets  were  lined  on  hot  h  sides 
with  multitudes  of  people, 
shouting,  cursing,  blasphem- 
ing, and  gnashing  upon  us  with 
tlieir  teeth."  Going  further, 
"  h(»  found  the  lions  of  Roch- 
dale lambs  in  comparison  with 
those  of  Bolt(m.'*  An  abso- 
lute stranger  to  fear,  calm  and 
collected,  he  soon  gained 
wonderful  power  over  mobs. 
Even  at  Bolton,  he  tells  us, 
*'  My  heart  was  filled  with 
loNc,  my  eyes  with  tears,  and 
my  mouth  with  arguments. 
They  were  amazed,  they  were 
ashamed,  they  were  melted 
down,  they  devoured  every 
wonl."  Sometimes,  strick(m 
with  conviction,  men  and 
women  fell  down  insensible. 
At  H]>w(>rth,  he  relates, 
"  While  I  was  speaking,  several 
dropped  down  as  dead  ;  and 
anion«x  the  rest  such  a  cry  was 
heard  of  sinners  groaning  for 
the  ri'^'hteousness  of  faith,  as 
almost  drowned  my  voice.  I 
observed  a  gentlemen  there 
who  was  remarkable  for  not 
pretending  to  be  of  an}*- 
religion  at  all.  T  wiis  informed 
he  had  not  been  at  public 
worship  of  any  kind  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  Seeing 
him  stand  as  motionless  Jis  a  statue,  I  jisked  him  abruptly, 
'Sir,  are  you  a  sinner?'  He  replied,  with  a  deep  and 
broken  voice,  *  Sinner  enough,'  and  continued  looking 
upward,  till  his  wife  and  a  servant  or  two,  who  were  all  in 
tears,  put  him  into  his  chaise  and  c:irried  him  home." 
Such  quotations  might  be  nmltiplied.  Nor  was  this  a 
passing  excitement  only.  Those  thus  impressed  showed  the 
reality  of  their  convicti(ms  by  a  changed  life.  Drunkards 
were  made  sober,  the  unchaste  purified,  bhusphemers  sang 
the  songs  of  Zion.  Many  hundrtKls  besides,  </f  moral  and 
reputable  habits,  experienced  the  joys  of  salvation.  They 
became  members  of  Society.  Such  "  Societies,"  round 
a  given  centre,  were  identified  with  that  for  preaching 
and  pastoral  work.  Thus  "  Circuits,"  originally  called 
"  Rounds,"  were  formed  all  through  the  country. 


8 


THE  HISTORY  OF  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


Notable   Helpers. 

In  the  year  1757,  Wesley  was  beginning  to  feel  the 
burden  of  his  herculean  labours.  An  able  assistant  came 
to  his  help,  a  young  clergyman  of  Swiss  descent,  callerl 
John  Fletcher.  He  was  a  man  of  choice  spirit,  considerable 
scholarship,  and,  though  of  foreign  birth,  he  had  a  perfect 
command  of  classical  English.  He  assisted  in  communion 
services,  preached  for  the  Wesley  brothers,  was  their  trusty 
counsiillor,  and  for  nearly  twenty  years  defended  them  from 
the  attacks  made  upon  tlu^m  and  their  doctrines  in  the 
press.  He  was  the  polemic  of  Methodism,  and  a  doughty 
chami)ion  he  proved  himself.  Even  his  foes  admitted  the 
force  and  logic  of  his  replies,  and  admired  his  fine  Christian 


and  successful  Evangelist  in  Great  Britain,  his  heart  was 
set  on  the  extension  of  the  Gospel  abroad.  Well  educated 
and  energetic,  he  was  eventually  appointed  one  of  the  first 
Bishops  of  the  growing  Methodist  Churches  in  America. 
He  did  yeoman  service  there  and  in  missionary  work  in  the 
West  Indies,  which  he  visited  several  times,  and  where  he 
saw  great  triumphs  of  the  Gospel.  He  devoted  the  whole 
of  his  private  fortune,  amounting  to  several  thousands  of 
J)  >ands,  to  this  great  work.  When  Foreign  Missions  were 
not  known  and  loved  as  they  are  now,  he  sought  sul)scrip- 
tions  for  them  from  door  t<»  d<x)r.  His  death,  while  on  a 
voyage  to  Ceylon  to  start  a  mission  there,  was  a  great  loss. 
That  Wesl(»y  heartily  welcome<l  ^such  jmen  as^these,  and 
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The  Rev  J.  Wesley,  in  his  87th  year,  with  Dr  Hamilton  and  Mr  J.  Cole,  in  Edinburgh. 


courtesy.  His  life  was  saintly.  Eventually  he  becaiiic 
Vicar  of  Madc^ley,  and  married  a  wife  fus  devoted  as  him- 
self. But  he  still  attended  the  Conferences,  preached  in 
Metb(xlist  Chapels,  and  exercised  a  powerful  influence 
throughout  the  Connexion.  Wesley  hoj)ed  he  would  take 
his  place  as  Leader  of  the  United  Societies,  hut  he  pie- 
deceased  him  by  sixteen  years.  Isaac  Taylor  atiirms 
that  "  The  Methodism  of  Fletcher  wtis  Christianity,  as  little 
lowered  by  mixture  of  human  infirmity  as  we  may  hope  to 
find  it  anywhere  on  earth." 

Two  years  after  Fletcher's  death,  Thonicis  Coke,  of 
Brecon,  another  Anglican  cler»^yman,  threw  himself  heart 
and  soul  into  the  Methodist  movement.     While  an  earnest 


also  a\ailc(l  himself  of  tlie  more  restricted  labours  of 
(irimshaw  of  llaworth,  lieiridge  of  Everton,  and  Perronet 
of  Shoreham,  shows  his  catholicity  and  wisdom.  That  these 
beneficed  clergymen  were  willing  to  help  him,  says  much 
foi-  his  i)ower  of  attracting  good  men  and  for  their  own 
zeal. 

Employment  of  Local  Preachers, 

Wesley's  own  strength  wjis  great,  and  his  powers  of 
endurance  marvellous.  To  preach  three  and  even  four 
times  a  day,  and  to  travel  a  score  of  miles,  was  (luite 
common.  15ut  even  his  j)owers  were  unecjual  to  the 
demands.      Everywhere  prt^acliers  were  requested.     In  his 
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(*xin'iiuty,  Pn)\i(k*nre  laisrd  uj)  helpers  fmin  liis  own 
Sork'tifs.  Wlio  the  lirst  local  j)rea(hei'  was  is  matter  nf 
ijiu'stiuii.  TyiTinaii  tliiiiks  the  iionour  hehm^^s  to  J«»iin 
Oi*nnie'k.  Wesley,  in  his  .lournal,  stat<"s  his  first  hiy 
hel[K»r  Avas  Joseph  Huiiiplir(»ys.  rsually  it  is  helieved  to 
have  Ix^eii  Thomas  Alanslield.  Certainly  it  was  liis  work 
that  Itnl  to  the  recognition  of  this  class  of  labourers.  A 
young  man  of  piety  and  ability,  he  luwl  bet^n  authorised  by 
NVeshty  to  read  a  sermon  to  the  London  Society  during  his 
own  absence.  Filled  with  zeal,  h(»  began  to  preach,  and 
his  fervour  and  power  attracted  many  hearers.  It  wtus  an 
innovation  for  which  Wesley  was  unprepared,  and  on  the 
ii  regularity  being  reported  he  hurried  up  to  J^mdon  to 
.silence  him.  Fortunately  he  listened  to  the  counsels  of 
his  mother.  Observing  his  perturbation,  she  said,  "  John, 
you  know  what  my  sentiments  have  Imjcii.  You  cannot 
susjiect  me  of  favouring  readily  anything  of  the  kind. 
lint  take  care  what  you  do  with  respect  to  this  young 
man,  for  he  is  as  assuredly  called  of  God  to  preach  lus  you 
are.  Examine  what  have  lx»en  the  fruits  of  his  preaching, 
and  hear  him  also  yourself."  He  did  so,  and  admitted  the 
Divine  working.     Gradually  lie  enct>uraged  others.     Soon  a 


laiiie  l)aii«l  was  enlisted.  It"  ever  any  movement  had  the 
siixn  of  Disiiie  approval,  this  Iwul.  The  unthinking  scotlWl 
at  the  idea  of  slmpkeepers  and  artizans  preaching  the 
(losj)el.  Kven  soni<»  Chiistians  looked  uj)on  it  with  dis- 
t'axour.  It  estranged  Wesley  still  more  from  the  Kstal)- 
lishnient.  lUit  tlie  hand  of  God  was  in  it.  Nor  were 
these  men  either  wanting  in  natural  gifts,  or  destitute 
of  educational  attaiinnents.  John  N<'lst>n,  a  Yorkshire 
stijnemason,  was  a  j)owerful  j)reacher,  and  Southey  said  of 
him  that  "  he  had  as  high  a  spirit  and  as  brave  a  heart  as 
ever  Englishman  was  blessed  with.''  John  J)ownes  Wiis  a 
mathematical  genius,  Thomas  Walsh  an  excellent  Hebrew 
scholar,  Thomas  Olivers  a  noted  hymnist,  and  Alexander 
Mather  a  born  ecclesiastical  statesman.  Some  of  these, 
under  the  designation  of  *Mielpers,"  or  *' assistants,"  were 
eventually  employed  by  Wesley  as  his  **  Sons  in  the 
GosjM'l,"  and  gave  their  whole  time  to  the  ministry.  But 
other's,  such  as  John  Haime,  the  pious  soldier,  were 
literally  "local  preachei-s,"  following  their orrlinary  occu[>a- 
tions  and  devoting  their  Sundays  and  leisure  time  to  this 
work.  They  have  luid  noble  successors,  and  wherever 
Methodism    has    been    estabUslvid^  ^^^'^^    vi\5\\\w\\^^'i^    >\>!»i. 


Id 


tfiE  filSTO&Y  OF  METHODISM  iK  NEW  ZEALANI) 


itinerants.  Often  they  are  pioneers,  and  by  their  help 
more  places  are  occupied,  and  more  frequent  services  held, 
than  could  be  otherwise. 


was  made.  This  Conference,  now  known  as  "  The  Yearly 
Conference,''  is  the  parent  of  all  similar  Courts  in  Europe, 
America,  Africa  and  Australasia,  the  name  being  common 
to  all  forms  of  Methodism  throughout  the  world. 


Conference. 

As  preaching  places,  churches,  and  circuits  multiplied, 
it  became  necessary  to  reviow  the  several  aspects  of  the 
work.     This  was  done 
annually  by  Wesley  in 
a  Church  Court  entitled 
"The  Conference."  The 
first,  held  in  1744,  was 
attended  by  John  and 
Charles    Wesley,    four 
other  clergymen,     and 
four  lay  helpers.     This 
Conference  decided  that 
"  lay  assiKtants  '*  were 
only  allowable  in  canes 
of  necessity.     Both  that 
and  succeeding  sessioriH 
gave  much  attention  to 
doctrinal  subjects,  and 
the  relationship  of  the 
Methodist  Societies  to 
the  Church  of  England. 
The  points  wherein  the 
teaching  of  the  Wesleys 
differed  from  Calvinism 
were  clesurly  stated,  and 
antagonism  to  Antino- 
mianism    was   marked. 
Gradually  the  Arminian 
teaching  of    the  salva- 
bility  of  all  men,    the 
privilege  of  enjoying  a 
conscious   pardon,    and 
the  possibility  of  attain- 
ing holiness  in  this  life  - 
the   truths  whicli  ever 
since    have     been     the 
staple      of     Methodist 
teaching  —  came     into 
prominence.   By  a  some- 
what   slower     process,     -^ 
the     divergence     from  /  * 
the     National    Church^/  ^ 
was   recognised.       The'  V> 
preachers  were  stationed 
or  i^estationed    in     the 
Circuits,   but    the    ap- 
pointing power  was  in 
Wesley's    hands.       As 
years    went    on,   other 
business  was  necessarily 
introduced.  Regulations 
for     building     chapels 
and  preachers'  houses,  the  support  of  the  itinerants  and  of 
their  wives  and  children,  were  adopted;    Wesley  wisely 
seeking  the  counsel  and  concurrence  of  his  preachers  in 
these  matters.     In  1784,  by  a  Deed  of  Declaration  enrolled 
in  Chancers,  a  legal  status  was  given  to  the  Conference. 
A  hundred  persons  were  named  as  constituting  it,  and 
provision  for  their  annual  meeting  and  for  filling  vacancies 
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The  Cathedral  of  Methodism. 

The  growth  both  of  the  Society  and   congregation  in 

London  necessitated  a 
further  Church  home 
being.providedfor  them. 
In  1 777  Wesley  obtained 
from  the  City  authori- 
ties a  lease  of  a  suitable 
site  in  City-Road.  It 
was  situated  immedi- 
ately opposite  the 
famous  Bunhill  Fields 
burying  ground.  On 
April  21  St  he  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  new 
chapel  there.  Heavy 
rain  fell,  which  kept 
thousands  away,  but  still 
there  were  such  crowds 
that  he  could  scarcely 
reach  the  place.  Having 
laid  the  stone,  he  made 
it  a  temporary  pulpit, 
and  between  the  showers 
preached  from  a  favour- 
ite text  —  Numbers 
xxiii.,  23,  "What 
hath  God  wrought?" 
Eighteen  mouths  later, 
on  All  Saints'  Day, 
November  1,  1778,  the 
Chapel  was  opened,  when 
the  now  venerable  Evan- 
j^elist  preached  on  Solo- 
mon's prayer  at  the 
Temple  Dedication,  and 
on  the  hundred  and 
forty-four  thousand  of 
the  redeemed  standing 
on  Mount  Zion.  Of 
the  building  he  re- 
ported :  *•  It  is  perfectly 
neat,  but  not  too  fine, 
and  contains  far  more 
people  than  the  Foun- 
dry." This  gave  the 
growing  denomination 
fresh  status  in  the 
Metropolis,  and  became 
the  headquarters  of  the 
Methodist  movement. 
Great  crowds  worshij>- 
ped  in  the  sanctuary,  and  many  of  the  subsequent 
Conferences  were  held  there.  In  a  side  chapel  there 
was  preaching  at  five  every  morning  for  many  years 
in  succession.  A  house  was  erected  which  served  as 
the  residence  of  Wesley.  It  was,  too,  a  theological 
seminary.  Behind  the  Chapel  was  a  buiial  ground,  where 
now  the  dust  of  Wesley  and  many  of  his  early  preachers 
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and  first  members  of  the  Church,  rests.  When  first  erected 
it  was  far  in  the  country,  but  for  many  yeai-s  has  been 
suri-ounded  by  a  dense  city  population.  The  lease  having 
expired  in  1876,  British  Methodists  subscribed  £10,000 
to  purchase  the  freehold.  In  1891,  the  centenary  year  of 
Wesley's  death,  the  foundations  were  renewed,  and  the 
building  renovated,  at  a  large  cast.  Year  by  year  it  has 
come  to  be  a  j)lace  of  pilgrimage  for  Methodists  from  all 
parU  of  the  world,  who  conu?  in  large  numbei's  to  see 
the  relics  of  their  Founder,  which  arc*  there  preserveil,  and  to 


the  blessing  of  God,  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  Captain 
Webb,  an  officer  in  the  Army  and  also  a  local  preacher,  a 
chapel  was  built  in  John-Street  in  1768.  This  modast 
building  was  tin?  first  Methodist  Church  on  the  American 
Continent.  From  that  centre  the  work  rapidly  spread. 
In  1709  an  appeal  was  made  to  Wesley  for  pastors,  and 
in  the  Conference  Richard  Boardman  and  Joseph  Pilmoor 
volunteered.  The  r)fFer  was  accepted,  and,  though  the 
members  of  the  Conference  were  poor  men,  they  raised  a 
subscription   of   £70    to   show   their   sympathy   with    the 
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Russell,  Bay  of  Islands. 


stand  beside  his  grave.  As  these  lines  are  written,  void 
conu^s  that  a  de])t  which  hiid  burdened  the  Trusties  for 
yeai-s  has  all  Ijeen  paid,  and  an  endowment:  of  t')OUO 
sei'ured,  so  that  "  Wesh>y's  House  "  may  l>econi(?  a 
Methodist  Museum,  and  *'  Wesh^y's  Chapel "  may  carry 
on  its  work  with  renewed  vigour. 


Missionary  Zeal. 

Naturally,  this  religious  movement  soon  spreml  beyond 
the  Unite<l  Kingdom  and  Ireland.  Certain  Germans, 
from  the  Palatine,  rtettled  near  Limerick.  There  they  were 
converted  and  joined  Wesley's  Societies.  Two  of  these, 
Philip  Embury  and  Barbara  Heck,  with  their  families, 
emigrated  to  America.  Embury  wjus  a  local  preacher,  and, 
at  Barbara  Heck's  instance,  commenced  services  in  New 
York,  a  rigging  loft  being  the  first  pi-eaching  place.     By 


iraiisatlantic  brethren.  Twenty  pounds  of  this  went  to 
pay  the  i>reachers'  j)assages,  and  the  other  £50  was  voted 
towards  the  reduction  of  the  debt  on  the  John  Street 
Church.  Tn  subsecjuent  years,  further  preachers  were 
sent,  Richard  Whatcoat,  Thomas  V^asey,  and  Francis 
Asbury,  the  last-named  of  whom  was  destined  to  be  the 
leiwler  and  organiser  of  MetluMJism  in  the  United  States, 
now  the  largest  MetlKxlist  Church  in  the  world.  The 
sending  of  Boardman  and  Pilmoor  to  New  York  is  usually 
regarded  as  the  beginning  of  Missionary  activit}'.  J3ut 
there  is  evidence  that  prior  to  that  time  Methodist  worship 
had  been  commenced  and  Soci(»ties  formed  in  the  W^est 
Indies,  Newfoundland,  and  Gibraltar.  In  the  latter  place 
pious  soldiers  were  the  first  preachers.  Six  class  meetings 
were  held,  and,  by  military  order  of  the  Commandant,  the 
members  were  protect^  from  interruption  in  their  asseav- 
blies.     The  Nova  Scotia  Mimow  >n\ns»  \^^\\  Sxv  Vv'^^^'osci^ 
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Sierra  Leone  soon  after.  In  17bG  there  were  eleven 
hundred  memljers  in  Antigua  alone.  Dr  Coke  eventually 
became  the  nioWng  spirit,  so  far  as  Foreign  Missions  were 
concerned.  Full  of  fini  and  energy,  ancl  deeply  pious,  he 
not  only  devoted  his  private  income  i  hereto,  but  collected 
subscriptions  from  membei's  in  the  principal  towns  where 
Methodism  had  gained  a  footing.  Jn  17H0,  a  Missionary 
Board  was  formed.  From  179G  a  collection  for  Fon»ign 
Missions  was  ordered  to  bn  made  vearlv  in  everv  M(»thodist 


Philanthropy. 

Wesley  wtis  not  only  a  great  Evangelist.  He  was  a 
tireless  worker  in  other  fields.  He  wius  a  most  voluniim»us 
writer,  and  an  omnivorous  reader.  While  his  whole  heart 
was  in  the  work  of  preaching,  he  proved  himself  a  true 
philanthroj)ist,  and  was  a  wise  din^ctor  of  charitable  entiT- 
pri>jes.  The  details  of  his  lalnmrs  are  to  1k»  found  in  his 
published    Journals.       Of    these    Mr    Augustine    Uirrell^ 


A  Maori  House. 


place  of  worslii[>.  In  JSI.'),  l)r  Coke,  in  r.nnp.iuy  with  six 
other  Missionaries,  left  Kngland  t«»  conniience  a  Mission  in 
Ceylon.  The  following  year  a  .Missionary  was  srnt  to 
South  Africa,  and  a  year  later  the  }»ioneer  Mission;irv 
saile<l  for  Australia.  The  same  year  the  \V»»sl(»yan 
Missionary  Society  was  formally  established.  Eventually 
various  stations  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  in  India, 
China,  Buimah,  South,  Central,  and  Western  Africa, 
were  occupied  by  its  agents,  and  whole  groups  of  islands 
in  Polynesia.  Nowhere  have  signs  of  sucf(»ss  been  wholly 
wanting.  In  some  the  clrmges  wrought  by  the  (lospel 
have  been  surj>risingly  rapid.  \Vhol«»  communities  have 
accepted  the  Christian  faith.  Several  of  these  .Mission 
fields  of  British  Methodism  have  now  become  independent 
and  self-governing  Cliiirches  ;  but  the  patent  Society  still 
pursues  its  work  with  unabated  vigour,  and  s}>ends  in 
the  extension  of  Christ's  Kingdom  a  vearlv  income  of 
£1:30,000. 


(^.C.,  M.P.,  lias  irc<'nily  said  that  '*  they  are  the  most 
amazing  iccord  of  lunnan  exertion  ever  2>enned  by  man.'' 
In  the  earlier  y<»ar^  of  his  itinerant  ministry  he  sometimes 
rode  on  horseback  ninety  miles  a  day.  For  many  yeai*s  in 
su<'cession  he  tra\elle(i  .'iOUO  miles  annually,  and  it  is 
computfHJ  that  Ik*  ju'eached  more  than  forty  thousand 
sermons.  Hut  preaching,  gov(M'ning  the  Societies,  corre- 
sponding with  the  preachers,  presiding  in  Conferences,  and 
doing  episcopal  work  generally,  was  but  a  pait  of  his  self- 
imposed  toil.  At  the  Foundry  was  a  J)ispensary,  where 
medicine  was  given  to  thf»  ]m)oi-.  There  was  also  a  Strangers' 
Friend  Society.  A  fund  was  also  starttvl  to  start  worthy 
but  in<ligent  ]»ersons  in  business,  by  loans,  to  be  returned. 
A  Hook  Hoom  was  established,  and  a  Tract  Society 
organised.  Hynin  and  Music  l»ooks  were  publislnnl.  A 
Monthly  Magazine  was  issued  called  the  **  Arminian 
Magazine,"  which  ]>roved  an  excellent  medium  for  dif- 
fusing   inf«»rmation.       A  whole    bo<ly  of    Divinity,   filling 
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more  than  thirty  volumes,  was  edited  and  published  by 
Wesley,  and  called  "  The  Christian  Library."  He  took  the 
lead  in  providing  cheap  literature.  The  whole  of  the 
profits  from  the  publishing  concern,  amounting  in  all  to 
many  tliousands  of  pounds,  were  freely  given  to  the 
extension  of  the  Church.  At  Newcastle  an  Orphanage 
was  established.  In  London,  poor  widows  were  cared  for. 
At  Kings  wood,  a  school  was  started  for  preachers'  sons, 
which  hiis  since  become  one  of  thci  most  successful  middle- 
class  educational  institutions  in  England.  Prior  to  that, 
and  working  alongside  it,  was  a  school  for  colliers'  children. 
Wesley  was  a  clear  thinker,  a  tei*se  and  vigorous  writer, 


the  Lord's  table.  Many  of  them  refused  to  go  to  a  Church 
for  the  Lord's  Supper,  where  the  minister  was  notoriously 
immoral.  Their  leader  candidly  admitted  he  could  not 
answer  their  arguments.  Ultimately  Providence  forced 
him  into  the  position  of  President  of  a  separate  Church. 
He  himself  gave  the  sacraments  in  buildings  that  had  not 
been  consecrated.  While  he  began  life  as  a  believer  in  the 
three  orders  of  the  ministry,  study  of  the  New  Testament 
and  early  Church  history  convinced  him  that  originally 
])ishop  and  presbyter  were  one  and  the  same  order.  He 
openly  avowed  his  belief,  and  acted  upon  his  convictions. 
He  set  aside  the  Bishops'  authority,  and  claimed  the  whole 
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Wesleyan  Mission  Station,  Tang:iteroria,  Northern  Wairoa. 


and  never  unemployed.  Hence  hv  got  through  an  amount 
of  lalx)ur  that  would  appal  ordinary  men.  No  one  who 
reads  the  record  of  his  life  will  wonder  that  Mr  Ijecky 
says:  **  He  was  gifted  with  a  frame  of  inm  and  with 
energies  that  never  flagged."  It  may  be  added  that  he  was 
posses-sed  of  a  sagacity  which  was  rarely  at  fault  in  the 
selection  of  agents,  and  a  genius  for  government  which 
Macaulay  declares  was  equal  to  that  of  Richelieu. 


Relation  to  the  Church  of  En^rland. 

Wesley,  as  we  have  seen,  was  brought  up  in  the  Anglican 
Church  and  received  its  orders.  At  the  beginning  of  his 
work,  he  recognised  the  authority  of  the  Bishops,  and  would 
not  conduct  service  in  his  chapel  during  "Church  hours." 
He  exhorted  his  members  to  receive  the  Sacrament  at  the 
parish  church.  But  the  Church  cast  him  out  Her  pulpits 
were  closed  against  him,  and  the  Methodists  repelled  from 


world  [for  his  j)arish.'3(J Believing  himself  a  true  episcopns^ 
he  iirst  ordained  preachers  for  America,  and  others  for 
Scotland.  He  also  ordained  Dr  Coke  as  Bishop  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  America,  and  Alexander  Mather  as 
SuperinUmdcLit  or  Bishop — the  terms  l^eing  interchangeable 
— in  Scotland  and  England.  Henry  Moore,  also  ordained  by 
him,  said  "  he  did  this  to  provide  for  the  ordination  of  all 
the  MethcKlist  preachers  if  need  should  arise."  He  gave 
this  power  to  some  "  for  the  purpose  that  it  should  become 
a  common  thing  whenever  it  should  be  judged  by  the 
Conference  best  to  adopt  it."  His  enrolment  of  the  Deed 
of  Declaration  complete<l  the  severance,  providing  as  it  did 
for  the  legal  organisation  of  the  Church's  governing  body. 
Meantime,  his  early  affection  for  the  Church  of  his  father 
led  him  often  to  profess  his  attachment  to  the  National 
Church,  and  to  exhort  his  members  to  remain  in  connection 
with  it.  Hence  there  is  an  appearance  of  inconsistency. 
The    explanation    is   found    in    a    ^tAsX^vw^wV*    ^\  ^^^wsx^^ 
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Bradburn,  that  "  he  was  like  a  rower  who,  while  he  fixes 
his  eyas  upon  one  spot,  every  sti-oke  of  his  oars  takes  him 
further  from  it."  The  justification  is  that  he  was  an 
instrumerit  of  God's  Providence. 


\/ 


Secret  of  Success. 

The  marvellous  success  which  attoiukHl  the  labours  of 
Wesley  and  his  helpers  was,  humanly  speaking,  due  to 
four  things  :  a  generous  theology,  faithful  and  powerful 
preaching,  the  singing  of  hymns  surcharged  with  Gospel 
truth  to  good  and  popular  tunes,  and  a  compact  and 
effective  organisation.  The  leading  dr)ctrines  wen*  those 
of  salvation  obtainable  by  all,  the  possibility  of  a  present 
pardon,  and  assurance  of  full  salvation.  These  truths  were 
not  only  preached 
with  great  clear- 
ness :  they  were* 
strongly  urged. 
Wesley  was  a  ear(»- 
ful  expositor,  a 
logical  thinker, 
and  one  who  ap- 
pealed strongly  to 
the  conscience. 
These  qualific«a- 
tions  of  a  minister 
he  urged  his  assist- 
ants to  acquire. 
He  was,  too,  a 
hymn  -  w  rite  r, 
but  his  brother 
Charles  was  "  the 
poet  of  Method- 
ism." The  doc- 
trinesof  the  Great 
Evangel  were  put 
into  lyrics  of 
wonderful  beauty, 
and,  wedded  to 
lively  tunes,  car- 
ried the  truth  iis 
on  the  wings  of 
remarks  : 


The  Wesleyan  Mission  5hip,  **John  Wesley.*' 


L)r  Siouglitoii 
lu'coiMc   wlwit    it 

That,  p)(Mlia])s, 
its    Kvani^M'lic-al 


the  wind.  The  luti 
Methodism  could  never  haxc 
did  without  its  unparalleled  hymn  book. 
has  been  mon^  eflTective  in  preserving 
theology  than  Wesley's  Sermons  or  liis  Notes  on  tlie  New 
Testament.  Where  one  man  read  tli<'  homilies  and  the 
expositions,  a  thousand  sang  the  hynms."  The  economy 
of  the  Church  was  at  (mc(»  Hexible,  stinmlative,  and 
corrective.  In  class  and  band  meetings,  while  the  sj>iritual 
life  was  deepened,  the  mend)ers  also  learned  to  speak  for 
Christ  and  to  pray  in  public.  The  itinerancy  of  the 
preachei-s  prevented  local  peculiarities  from  gaining  undue 
prominence,  and  the  review  in  Conference  tended  to 
uniformity  of  administration.  Meantime  th(^  close  annual 
examination  of  the  character  and  behaviour  of  the  ministers 
themselves,  and  the  prompt  suspension  or  exclusion  of 
unfaithful  and  incompetent  men,  was  an  immense  safe- 
guard. So  rapidly  did  the  Church  grow  that  its  Founder 
lived  to  see  241  circuits,  manned  by  541  itinerants,  who 
had  134,549  members  under  their  pastoral  care. 


provide  for  the  lack  of  his  oversight.  District  Committees, 
now  known  as  Synods,  were  organiscnl,  with  j^early 
meetings,  at  which  all  parts  of  circuit  administration  could 
be  reviewed.  The  controversy  about  the  Sacraments  soon 
became  a(;ute,  with  the  result  that  after  a  few  years  it 
was  determined  that  they  should  be  iulministered  in  all 
preaching-places  where  desire<l.  The  respecti/e  powers  of 
the  Conference,  and  of  the  local  trustees  and  circuit 
otttcers,  led  Ut  much  discussion.  A  settlement  was  arrived 
at  by  the  **  Plan  of  Pacification,"  in  which  the  rights  of 
both  were  at  once  stated  and  guarfled.  Some  were 
dis.satisfied  with  its  provisions,  anrl,  led  by  the  Rev. 
Alexander  Kilhain,  they  left  the  Church,  and  formed  the 
Methodist  New  Conn(»xion.     The  death  of  Dr  Coke,  on  his 

way     to    Ceylon, 
^^  l(Mi  to   the  forma- 

tion of  the  Foreign 
Missionar}'  So- 
ciety, and  arrang(»- 
ments  for  an 
annual  meeting 
on  its  behalf  in 
(»verv  place  of 
worship.  TnlHlO 
some  opposition 
shown  to  camp 
meetings,  in  th(» 
Potteries,  led  to 
the  withdrawal  t>f 
Hugh  Bourne  and 
William  Clowes. 
These  brethren 
formed  a  small 
Society,  which  has 
nowgrownintothe 
Primitive  Metho- 
dist Church.  Six 
years  later,  Wil- 
liam O'lhyan,  a 
Cornish  local 
preacher,  founded 
Serious  secessions  have 
of    an     orijan     into     a 


the  I>il)le  Christian  Chuich. 
taken  phire.  The  introduetion 
lii'eds  chapel  in  iSl'S  led  to  a  division,  and  the  malcontents 
formed  a  body  cajh'd  ''  Protestant  iNlethodists."  Eight 
yc^ars  hitei',  Dr  Waiien  was  exj»elled  for  a  breach  of  disci- 
pline, and  his  sympathisers  formed  the  "  W(»sleyan 
Methodist  Association.  *  From  Ic'^-l^S  to  lHr)0,  the  whole 
Connexion  was  agitated  with  questions  of  a  Reform  in 
}>olity.  After  nearly  half  a  century  has  passed,  it  may  be 
permissible  to  say  that  the  leaders  of  th(»  Church  were 
sometimes  wanting  in  wisdom,  and  some  of  them  greatly 
lacked  a  conciliatory  spirit  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  also 
clear  that,  while  many  of  the  Keforms  asked  were 
reasonable,  they  wer(*  often  urged  in  a  way  which  was  far 
from  Christian.  The  issue  was  sml  in  the  extreme.  A 
hundred  thousand  members  left  the  Church,  or  were 
deprived  of  their  position.  Several  ministers  resigntnl  or 
were  expelled.  These  formed  the  "  Wesleyan  Refonners.'' 
Eventually  they  coalesced  with  the  dissidents  of  1827  and 
1835,  and  formed  "  Tin*  United  Methodist  Free  Churches." 


Chancres  after  Wesley's  Death. 

"  An  old    man,  and  full  of  days,''   Wesley  died  in  the 
bouse  attached  to  CityRoad  Chapel,  London,  in  1791.     To 


Subsequent  Growth. 

Notwithstanding   these   drawbacks,   the  parent   Church 
has    steadily  increased  and  extende<l.      (Jradually  it   has 
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become  conscious  of  its  strength.  At  the  Centenary 
Meetings  in  1839  there  was  a  wave  of  holy  enthusiasm  and 
liberality,  and  £221,000  were  raised  for  Connexional  enter- 
prises. Twenty-four  yeai-s  later,  the  Jubilee  of  the 
Missionary  Society  was  celebrated,  and  a  sum  almost 
equal  contributed.  Considerable  changes  in  polity  have 
been  quietly  made.  As  years  went  by,  laymen  trained  in 
the  Church  and  acquainted  with  its  methods  took  a  larger 
share  in  its  business  and  exercisiKi  a  powerful  influence. 
In  1878,  Lay  Representation  was  introduced  into  the 
Conference  itself.  To  commemorate  the  fact,  a  Thanks- 
giving Fund  was  started,  which  reached  £300,000.  The 
latest  financial  proposal  is  that  before  the  century  closes  a 
million  Methodists  in  Great  Jkitain  shall  raise  a  million 
pounds  for  the  ext^^nsion  of  tlio  Church  at  home  and 
abroad.     It  is  quite  feasible,  and  likely  to  he  carried  out. 

During  the  last  thirty-five  years,  nine  millions  of  pounds 
have  been  raised,  for  chapel  building  and  enlargement  in 
Great  Britain.  The  debts,  at  one  time  a  great  burden,  now 
amount  only  to  a  year's  trust  income,  (ireat  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  education  of  the  ministry,  and  four  colleges 
are  maintained  for  this  i>ui})ose.  In  Day  School  work  then^ 
.has  been  much  accomjJished  during  the  past  half  century. 
Two  Training  Colleges  for  Teachers  haxc  been  established, 
and  there  are  747  day  schools  with  1()(),000  scholars. 
There  an*  131,000  Sunday  S(*ho(jl  teachers,  who  have 
nearly  a  million  children  under  their  cai-e.  The  wuit's  and 
strays,  and  those  b(Teft  of  j)arents,  are  cared  for  in  Dr 
Stephenson's  Homes  and  Orphanag(vs,  where  a  thousand 
are  in  residence,  and  four  thousand  nmre  cared  for,  the 
total  cost  being  .4*20,000  per  ammm.  StH-ondurv  Schools 
have  been  multiplied,  Colleges  enlarged,  and  at  the  Leys, 
Cambridge,  M(;tho<lism  is  intluencing  University  life.  In 
the  MethfKlist  settlement  at  l^eiinondsey,  iuul  in  the  great 
London  and  provincial  missions,  she  is  successfully  grappling 


with  the  poverty  and  sin  of  city  life  and  the  complex 
problems  that  arise  therefrom.  A  noble  effort  has  been 
made  to  build  churches  to  meet  the  ever-growing  needs  of 
London,  and  for  this  princely  sums  have  been  given. 
By  the  Home  Mission  Agencies  and  the  Joyful  News 
Evangelists,  the  Gospel  is  being  carried  to  the  most  remote 
country  districts.  While  the  frequent  removal  of  ministers 
militiites  against  local  influence,  they  are  taking  a  lead  in 
general  philanthropic  work.  Methodist  laymen  in  ever- 
increasing  numbers  are  also  serving  the  country  in  Town 
and  County  Councils,  and  in  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
The  '*  Yearly  Confeience ''  has  given  legal  status  to 
Conferences  in  Canada,  Australasia,  the  West  Indies,  and 
South  Africa,  and  large  powera  of  self-government  to  Pro- 
vincial Mission  Synods  in  India  and  Ceylon.  Rigid  as  to 
its  i)rinciples  and  doctrines,  Methodism  is  elastic  in  its 
]>olity,  and  year  by  y(»ai"  the  machinery  is  adapted  to  the 
work  to  be  done.  Two  Ecumenical  Methodist  Conferences 
have  be(Mi  held,  one  in  London  and  the  other  in  Washington. 
At  th(^  last  of  these  an  effort  was  made  to  obtain  reliable 
statistics  of  "  The  Methodist  Family"  in  all  parts  of  the 
woi'ld.  Can*  was  taken  to  under-estimate  rather  than  err 
1)V  excess,  and  wherever  practicable  the  Government  census 
was  taken.  The  following  wen*  the  figures  : — 45,283 
ordained  ministers.  90,*20S  local  preacher's,  77,196  churches, 
C/XV.)  other  preaching-places,  G,50H,950  church  mejnbers, 
Sf)l,:50*J  Sunday  School  teachers,  6,6.*U,162  scholars,  and 
2t,SO(),4*Jl  adh(M-ents.  That  was  seven  years  ago,  and  an 
addition  of  10  per  cent,  is  a  moderate  estimate  of  the 
inci-ease  during  that  time. 

Looking  hack  to  17-U)  and  the  first  Chapel  in  the  Horse 
Fair.  Ihistol,  well  may  Methodists  repeat  their  Founder's 
grateful  exclamation,  and  say,  *' What  hath  God  wrought  I" 

To  tiace  the  growth  in  the  colony  of  New  Zealand  and 
anioiig  the  Maori  ptM)ple  is  now  our  obj(»ct. 


A  Co^y  Parsonage,  Cambridge,  Waikato, 


^'JL'V 


maori 


IHi$$ion$« 


The  Rev.  Samuel  Leijch,  the  Pioneer  Missionary. 


PREFATORY  NOTE. 

Maori  Mi^i^rations,  Customs,  and 
Character. 

^iriXTI.ATlOX    has  luvn  rif.- 

as   to   the  orii^'iiial   \umir  ami 

<l«'sc«'iit   of  the   Maori    trilK's. 

.Many     It*ain(Ml     pajMTs    ha\«* 

Ix'cn  w  rittcn  upon  xhr  suhjtvt. 

TIk'V   lia\i*  Imm'Ii    suppost^i  to 

1m»  of  Isra(^litish  race,  drscend 

ants  dttliosr  'r.«n  Tiihrs  i-arricdinttJ  captivity, 

ami  \\  liicli  lia\r  Urrii  sn  often  idcnlifu'd.      An 

inumiinis    tlimrvlias   lu'cn  worked  out  that 

ilii'sr    wciit  rastward   after  tlirir   sctthMnent 

hy  thr    Kinu  «»f  Assyria,  ^raihially  travelled 

thidUi^di   tljc   Malay  Peninsula,  folonistnl   the 

isl.mds   to   thr   northeast    of    Australia,  and 

aftrr*   many    i;rnerations  fnund   their  way   to   these 

Southern     laiiiuch's.        \'arious    enstonis   j>revalent 

anionic  the  Jews.  ;ind  practiced  1)V  Maoris,  are  eit('<l 

in    [>nM)f  of    this.      Otlwis   helieve  th(\v  are  allied  tt» 

the  American    Indians,   and   eeitain    facial    resen - 

hiances   are    relie(i   on   to  support    the  suppositioii. 

Some  believe  they  eanie  from  South    America,  ant?, 

hy  successi\«'   sta^^es,  ci-osse«l    the  Pacific  from  East 

to  ^^'est.      A  f«'w  hold  that  they  are  Malaj^s  rather 

than     Polynesians,    and    that    their  superiority  «as 

fiirhtinji;  men  over  nn»st  of  the  Pacitic  races  is  tra<'eable  to 

their  d«*scent.     To  settle  the  <juestion  is  impossible.     All 

that   can   be    safely  allirmed    is    that    they    came  to    Ne>v 

Zealand   from  some  of  the  islands    of    the    .South  Pacific. 

Whether  those  islands  were  their  ori«,dnal  liome  is  doubtful. 

While  tlu»  word    "  Maori "'  means  native  or  indigenous, 

it  is  cleai"  that  they  were  not  th<»  lirst  inhabitants  of  these 

islands.       Their    own    history  antl    the  few    ^lorioris  still 

survivin«i  on  the  Chathams,  j)ro\e  that  ihey  found  a  people 

alrea<ly  in  possession,  many  of  whom  they  sh»\v,  while  the 

remainder  were  enslaved.       Traditi«»ns  lin<j:er  anumy   the 
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)f  a  race  still  older,  Maero  and  Mahoao,  wild  men 
roods,  who  were  driven  to  the  mountain  fastnesses 
orth  Island.  The  unbroken  Maori  tradition  is  that 
mselves  came  from  Hawaiki.  Many  hold  that  this 
cal  with  Hawaii,  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  the 

between  the  two  peoples  and  the  wonderful  simi- 

the  langua^^e  make  it  exceedingly  probable.     An 

authority  has  recently  expressed  the  opinicm  that 
ne  from  Raratonga,  in  the  Tahitian  group.      As 

the  present  ct»ntury  canoes  have  voyaged  from 
ga  to  Tonga- 
the  Friendly 
and  as  the  fur- 
imey  from  the 
p^up  to  New 
is  not  difficult, 
not   impossible. 

that,  according 

own  account, 
me  in  canoes 
id  an  outrigger, 

these  are  still 
the  South  Seas, 
that  they  had 
ly  dwelt  in  tlie 
Such  canoes, 
f  Maoris  Ama- 
low  mak(;  sur- 
long  voyages 
illy,  and  \vc  may 
pose  that  thr  ' 
8, bringing  with 
tain  seeds  and 

kinds  of  food. 
rthe  first  setth*- 
)k  place  six  or 
mndred  yvuvs 
rhey  say  ten 
ime  from  their 
lome,  and  from 
'8  or  passengers 
>  the  several 
1  claim  to  be 
d.  In  many 
e    genealogical 

re  wonderfully 

Maoki  Cauvinc. 

story  of  their 
IS,  fact  and 
istory  and  my- 

are  strangely  blended.  The  m«>st  daring  and 
I  of  all  the  navigators  who  at  dillerent  times 
u  Hawaiki  wjis  one  who  bore  the  name  of  Kupe. 
1  sailor  is  reported  to  have  gone  completely  round 
h  Island,  and  given  names  to  various  headlands 

as  he  saiied  along  its  shores.  There  is  an  old  song 
eaks  of  him  as  claiming  it  for  his  inheritance. 
llowed  him  a  man  called  Tuputupuwhenua,  and 
hile  a  chief  called  Nukutawhiti  came  in  the  canoe 
n  search  of  the  latter.  Meeting  with  Kupe  near 
b  Cape,  he  was  told  by  him  that  his  friend  was  on 

Coast.     Kupe  IukI  just  returned  from  thence,  and 

so  had  named  the  river  up  which  he  travelled 
% — a  returning  or  going  back.  Nukutawhiti  and 
Is  settled  in  Hokianga,  and  became  the  progenitors 
eat  Ngapuhi  tribe.     To  the  North  of  Hokianga 


Heads,  the  fcwtprints  of  Nukutawhiti  and  his  dog  are  still 
pointed  out,  while  a  long  stone  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Waima,  presenting  the  appearance  of  a  canoe  keel  upwards, 
is  the  Mamari  itself.  This  is  pi-oof  positive.  All  those 
who  came  in  this  canoe  were  one  family,  consisting  of 
father,  mother,  and  children,  including  a  son-in-law,  and 
their  dependents.  They  lived  in  peace  for  some  years,  and 
then  the  grand cliildren,  born  in  the  new  home,  quarrelled 
with  their  uncles  as  to  the  rights  of  chieftainship.  After 
the  primitive  fashion,  the  old  patriarch  settled  the  dispute 

by  digging  a  trench,  and 
directing  the  grandsons 
to  go  to  the  North  and 
the  sons  to  the  South. 
The  very  trench  is  still 
pointed  out  at  Ohaea- 
wai. 

The  people  at  Roto- 
rua  and  Maketu  dispute 
the  above  statement,  and 
represent  their  ancestors 
as  the  pioneers.  Here 
also  the  account  is  very 
circumstantial.  An  old 
priest's  food  in  Hawaiki 
liaving  been  stolen  by 
some  young  men,  who 
invented  stilts  to  hide 
their  footprints,  the 
owner  watched  and  de- 
tected them.  He  then 
led  a  war  part}'  against 
their  father's  village. 
The  attack  was  repulsed, 
but,  the  father  d3'^ing 
shortly  after,  the  young 
men  feared  the  priest's 
wrath,  and  determined 
to  (^migrate.  Their 
names  were  Taura  and 
Whakaturia,  and,  after 
getting  sailing  direc- 
tions from  a  former 
visitor,  they  left  in  the 
Arawa,  and  so  founded 
the  Arawa  tribe.  With 
the  Arawa  came  also 
another  canoe  called 
Tainui.  They  keptcom- 
pany  till  they  reached 
the  N(»w  Zealand  coast,  when  the  crews  quarrelled  over 
a  whale  cast  up  on  the  l)each.  After  this,  while  the 
Arawa  went  down  the  East  Coast,  the  Tainui  was  paddled 
up  the  Tamaki,  dragged  over  the  portage  to  Manukau, 
and  the  adventurous  voyagers  finally  landed  at  Kawhia. 

The  old  inhabitants  of  Taranaki  say  that  Manaia,  their 
ancestor,  left  his  native  land  because  he  had  murdered  some 
people  who  were  working  for  him.  In  the  canoe  Tokomaru 
he  found  his  way  to  Waitara,  and,  finding  there  an  unwar- 
like  race  of  people  residing,  slew  many  of  them  and  made 
slaves  of  the  remainder.  The  people  in  the  Middle  Lsland 
came  in  the  Takitama,  commanded  by  Tata.  They  had 
apparently  a  long  and  disastrous  voyage.  Pi-ovisions  failing, 
they  cast  lots,  and  the  unfortunate  on  whom  the  lot  fell 
became  food  for  his  companions.  Eventually  they  settled 
in  Dliud  Bay.     The  fact  that  t\\«t^  ^t^  ^\^  \j^  \»  \ji«i. 
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dialects  of  the  Maori  language  lends  colour  to  the  story  of 
ten  separate  migrations.  So  positive  are  they  as  to  their 
coming,  that  one  tribe  asserts  that  its  ancestor  travelled  on 
the  back  of  an  albatross,  while  another  av^ers  that  theirs 
came  under  the  water  all  the  way  from  Hawaiki. 

What  New  Zealand  was  like  when  the  Maoris  first 
settled  in  it,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive.  In  the  North, 
doubtless,  the  immense  and  sombre  kauri  forests  were 
growing,  covering  many  hundreds  of  square  miles.  We 
may  conjecture  the  awe  with  which  tliey  looked  upon  these 
enormous  trees,  and  the  sense  of  desolation  that  crept  over 
them  as  they  travelled  day  after  day  in  their  shade.     The 


found  to  be  edible.  In  the  worst  times  fernroot  8ave<l  their 
from  starvation.  Still,  life  was  very  dreary.  The  various 
tribes  dwelt  far  apart.  Even  a  Kainga,  or  village,  was 
often  remote  from  neighbours.  The  monotony  was  onlj 
broken  in  the  South  by  the  excitement  of  Moa-huniing, 
and  in  the  North  by  warlike  expeditions  against  hostile 
tril>es. 

Like  all  primitive  peoples,  a  mass  of  legendary  lore 
gradually  grew  up  among  them,  or  was  brought  from  their 
far-off  home.  Traditions  as  to  the  origin  of  the  earth  and 
sky,  of  the  first  appearance  of  the  country  in  which  they 
had  come  to  reside,  and  explanations  of  its  physical  features 
were  common,  ^ome  of  these  were  curious  enough.  That 
of  the  creation,  or  rather  severance  of  Heaven  and  Earth 
niay  he  taken  as*  iin  exauiple.  Oiifjituilly  t]it3  wurld,  con- 
ftistinfT  of  Han^i  (the  heavens)  and  Papa  (the  earth)  were 
juiued  ill  th<^  form  of  a  i|t*>b(%  which  lay  in  darkness. 
Within  thin  ^l(pl>e  were  six  denii  »^'0(U.  Thf^j  conspired 
iii^airisi:  the  wurltt  which  they  ca!h?d  their  parent.  Some  of 
them  proposed  to  di'str«»y  it  jthoi(t*tli*  r,  Imt  another  sug- 
^'ented  the  Hepanition  of  tlie  twu  ]>artH,  ko  tb.it  they  might 

have  lii^lit,  and  iiuui  could 
be  eriMited.  This  was  carried 
hv  five  Uy  mie.  l/pon  this, 
Taneiiuihiila^  f^tamling  upon 
hiH  lve;Kl,  by  HKudiieii  stretch 
tif  his  It'i^s,  hftc^d  Htuigi  far 
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deep  fiords  of  the  South  Islanil  ami  the  extensive  fort^sts  of 
Southland  and  WestlaiKl  were  also  to  he  seen.  In  the 
Southern  portion  cf  the  North  T?^Iaii<L  areas  of  dense  hush 
alternated  with  rolling  plains  and  fertile  valleys.  In  ^[arl' 
borough  thtj  lung  sea  arms  offered  splendid  fishing  grounds, 
and  the  rolling  plains  of  Canterbury  must  have  seemed 
almost  interminable.  The  rank  vegetation,  the  enormous 
swamps,  and  the  thick  undergrowth  in  the  forests,  rendered 
land  travel  difficult  in  the  extreme.  Journeying,  there- 
fore, was  chiefly  by  water.  Indigenous  animals,  except  a 
small  rat,  there  were  probably  none.  Wood  pigeons  were 
abundant  in  the  bush,  and  other  birds  were  also  found  in 
considerable  numbei*s.  The  sea  swarmed  with  fish,  and  in 
the  inland  streams  eels  abounded.  Flax  lent  itself  to  the 
making  of  coverings,  and  also  served  the  place  of  ropes. 
The  raupo  reed,  carefully  dried  and  fitted  into  a  framework 
of  poles,  made  a  comfortable  hut,  and  the  leaves  of  the 
nikau  palm  provided  an  easy  covering  for  the  same.  Wood 
was  abundant,  and  tus  they  had  learned  to  generate  fire  by 
friction,  such  cooking  as  they  neecied  was  not  difficult. 
Seeds  they  hiid  brought  with  them  flourished  in  the  virgin 
soil,  and  various  fruits  and   berries  in   the  country  were 
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above  the  earth,  and  another,  Taupotiki,  propped  it  up  with 
the  clouds.  The  one  dissentient  to  this  action  went  to  Heaven 
and  formed  an  attacking  party,  but  on  his  return  found 
four  of  his  former  companions  had  transferred  themselves 
into  a  tree,  a  fish,  a  kumara,  and  a  fern  root  respectively, 
and  of  these  they  became  the  propagators.  One  still 
retained  his  divine  power,  and  in  the  war  that  ensued 
winds,  dew,  and  ice  were  first  employed  as  agents,  and 
insects  were  discovered.  Presently  Tiki  made  Man.  This 
was  accomplished  by  kneading  clay  with  his  blood,  and 
forming  it  after  his  own  image.  Then  he  danced  before  it, 
breath^  upon  it,  and  so  it  became  a  living  being,  called 
Kauika. 
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New  Zealand  came  into  existence  as  the  outcome  of  a 
fishing  expedition.  Some  generations  after  man  was  made, 
one  Maui-Potiki — i.e.,  a  descendant  of  Tiki — was  accused  of 
being  too  idle  to  fish.  Stung  by  the  taunt,  he  secretly 
fashioned  a  fishhook  from  his  grandfather's  jawbone.     Going 
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with  his  brothel's  out  of  si^'ht  of  land,  he  let  down  his  line. 
The  fish,  when  it  came  up,  created  a  ^reat  huhljling,  and 
was  found  to  be  part  of  the  earth,  wliich  had  not  been 
reclainie<l  at  the  Hood,  of  wliieh  they  also  have  a  tradition. 
On  this  fish  the  canoe  was  left  hi^h  and  dry.  Maui  went 
to  propitiate  Tangaroa,  the  «^o(I  of  fish,  for  having  caught 
one  of  his  children,  charging  his  brotliers  not  to  cut  the 
fish  until  h(»  returned.  Tnnnediately  he  left  they  began  to 
do  so,  on  which  Tangaroa  was  so  enraged  that  he  caused 
the  island  to  be  convulsed,  and  by  its  writhings  the  moun- 
tains and  valleys  were  formed.  Hence  the  native  name  of 
the  North  Island  is  Te-Ika  a  !Maui,  or  the  fish  of  Maui, 
whHe  the  South  is  Te  AVahi  Pounamu,  the  land  of  the 
greenstone.  They  had  also  legends  of  the  first  act  of  dis- 
obedience, and  how  men  became  mortal.  Transformations 
and  transnn'grations  were  common.  Tuputupuwhenua, 
who  came  from  Hawaiki  to  the  North,  afterwards  became 
an  insect  called  "Kui,"  which  burrows  in  the  ground.  He 
lost  none  of  his  energy,  for,  going  underground  on  the  West 
Coast,  he  burrowed  until  he  came  out  in  a  cave  near  the 
waterfall  on  the  Kerikeri  River,  Bay  of  Islands. 

In  the  course  of  generations,  the  Maoris  became  exceed- 
ingly observant.  They  watched  the  starry  heavens  and 
became  acquainted  with  the  constellations  visible  in  the 
Southern  Hemisphere.  On  their  journeys  they  noted  every 
natural  object,  and  no  form  of  life  or  vegetation  escaped 
their  keen  eyesight.  Each  headland,  valley,  hill,  stream, 
and  expanse  had  its  own  special  name.  The  birds  were  all 
designated  by  expressive  terms,  and  each  plant  was  recog- 
nised and  distinguished.  On  the  shores  of  their  great 
inland  lakes  they  determined,  by  the  appearance  of  leaves 
on  shrubs  growing  near,  what  the  weather  would  be,  and  if 
it  were  safe  to  cross,  and  their  forecasts  were  remarkably 
accurate.      So  acute  did  they  become  that  it  is  said  they 


were  able  to  distinguish  fifty  different  kinds  of  the  Kumara, 
or  sweet  potato,  and  forty  of  the  common  variety.  They 
were  passionately  attached  to  the  land,  and  their  laws  and 
customs  in  dealing  with  it  were  of  the  most  intricate  and 
complicated  character. 

There  does  not  seem  to  have  been  among  them  much 
development  of  the  industrial  arts.  Flax  was  dressed  and 
woven  into  baskets  and  mats,  and  the  latter  were  sometimes 
handsomely  adorned  with  pigeon  feathers.  Certain  tribes 
on  the  East  Coast  attained  celebrity  as  canoe-builders. 
Maori  experts  say  that  the  present  Maori  canoe  (Waka)  is 
modelled  from  the  seed  pod  of  the  rewa-rewa,  or  native 
honeysuckle.  Some  of  these  canoes  were  very  commodious, 
the  largest  conveying  as  many  as  a  hundred  men.  What 
enormous  and  patient  labour  was  involved  in  cutting  down 
trees  for  this  purpose,  dragging  them  out  of  the  bush, 
hollowing  them  out  by  fire,  and  fashioning  them  with  stone 
rulzes  can  only  be  faintly  imagined.  Time,  of  course,  was 
no  object.  Gradually  some  of  the  tribes  came  to  bestow  a 
gre^at  deal  of  attention  on  the  carvings  of  the  Runangas, 
or  assembly  houses.  Rude  representations  of  their  ances- 
tors, or  the  deified  first  comers  to  the  land,  were  placed  at 
intervals  along  the  sides.  This  was  the  highest  attainment 
of  MiW)ri  art.  Excellent  specimens  of  these  houses,  the 
triumphs  of  Maori  architecture,  are  to  be  seen  in  the 
Museums  at  Wellington  and  Christchurch.  Their  weapons 
and  tribal  insignia  of  ofiice,  formed  of  greenstone  or  other 
hard  stones,  or  the  most  enduring  woods,  must  have  cost 
years  of  labour.  They  were  guarded  with  great  care,  and 
w(»re  priceless.  Hut  their  implements  of  husbandry  and 
fishing  wen^  i)rimitive,  and  though  good  judges  of  soil,  and 
showing  care  in  tillag(^  they  hml  no  idea  of  restoring  the 
land's  fertility. 
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It  has  been  stated  that  the  Maoris  had  no  idols.  This  seems 
to  Ix)  an  error.  In  Whanganui,  at  any  rate,  was  a  temple 
called  Wharekura,  in  which  the  people  offered  worship  of 
a  god  called  Maru.  In  this  temple  there  was  preserved  for 
many  years  the  staff  oi  V\l^*    Ivi  *\\.  v^^x^  ^>aRk  Njcva  \sas^jjA\*^ 
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the  ^(kIs.  a  kind  of  hierarchy  was  devoted  to  the  service 
of  this  temple,  the  high  priest  being  called  Paraoa,  the 
priest  of  «he  second  grade  Ariki,  and  the  third  Horomatua. 
Strangely  enough,  the  Ariki  was  to  be  the  firstl)orn  of  the 
family.  In  the  vicinity  of  this  temple  miracles  are  said  to 
have  been  wrought  and  the  sick  to  have  been  cured.  One 
of  these  miracle- workers,  after  lying  in  the  grave  three 
days,  is  said  to  have  risen  again  and  been  translated  to 
Heaven.  Throughout  the  land  there  were  priests  who 
practised  incantations,  interpreted  omens,  and  pn^pitiated 
the  gods.  Naturally  they  had  great  power.  At  the  great 
crises  of  life— birth,  sickness,  and  death — their  aid  wjis 
invoked.  They  enjoined  a  kind  of  baptism,  and,  with 
considerable  ceremony, 
dedicated  the  male  child 
to  Tu,  the  god  of  war, 
and  the  female  to  Hine- 
te-iwaiwa,  the  goddess 
of  the  necessaries  of  life. 
When  the  young  men 
were  g<^ing  forth  to 
their  first  campaign,  the 
priest  was  again  callwl 
upon,  and  in  a  running 
stream  at  night,  with  for- 
malities that  no  female 
might  witness,  the  aid 
of  Tu  wiis  again  in- 
voked. The  priests  wen^ 
also  the  strenuous  up- 
holders of  the  curious 
law  of  tapu,  by  which 
a  chief  could  make 
things  or  persons  sacred, 
and  any  violation  of 
which  resulted  in  death. 
Only  the  priest  could 
ward  off  such  dreadful 
consequences.  All  were 
greatly  under  the  j)ower 
of  superstition.  Witch- 
craft was  a  very  real 
power,  and  the  evil  eye 
much  f  headed.  The 
priests  usually  kept 
alive  verbally  a  record 
of  the  genealogies,  and 
theirservices  were  called 
into  requisitif)!!  for  tat- 
tooing, which,  in  addi- 
tion to  giving  beauty, 
prevented  the  advance 
of  age  being  observed. 

Their  notions  of  the  invisible  state  were  vague,  and  th(»y 
had  little  idea  of  rewards  or  punishments  aft(^r  death. 
Three  Heavens  were  spoken  of,  the  first  where  the  gods 
reside,  the  second  where  man  was  created,  and  the  third  the 
sky,  after  sp<»nding  a  certain  time  in  which  he  comes  down 
to  earth.  Of  returning  thither  they  had  no  hope.  They 
believed  that  after  death,  all  spirits  leaped  off  the  North 
Cape,  and  so  passed  into  the  Heinga,  or  under- world.  In 
this  there  were  several  grades,  through  which  the  spirit 
successively  passed,  until  at  the  last  it  became  a  worm,  and 
when  that  returned  to  earth,  being  wiis  ended.  They 
dreaded  exceedingly  the  anger  of  the  gods,  and  were  also 
much  in  terror  of  Taniwha,  a  kind  of  sea-monster. 
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In  oixJinary  life,  the  periods  of  vigorous  toil  and  violent 
exertion  alt<?rnatetl  with  still  longer  j)eriod8  of  idleness. 
Food  planting,  house  building,  and  fishing  were  fiillowcd  by 
days  and  weeks  in  which  no  work  was  attempted.  Thev 
had  various  forms  of  pastime.  Games  beguiled  both  young 
and  old,  and  athletic  contests  were  encouraged.  Stories 
were  recited,  while  mimicry  and  practical  jokes  formed  a 
never-failing  source  of  amusement.  Children  were  allowed 
considerable  liberty  and  became  very  precociou.s.  No  new 
undertaking  was  resolved  upon  without  long  discussion 
pre\  iously.  Almost  every  Maori  was  a  practised  speaker, 
and  some  were  notabh*  orators.  When  visitors  came  they 
were  received  with  considerable  ceremony.     Not  to  know 

etiquette  on  such  occa- 
sions was  a  prcK)f  of  bad 
breeding,  and  to  disre- 
gard it  was  an  unpar- 
donable offence.  When 
friends  died  there  was 
a  gathering  of  relatives 
from  far  and  near.  The 
tangi,  or  mourning,  was 
protracted,  and  the  hos- 
jntality  demanded  in 
entertaining  visitors 
often  exhausted  food 
supplies,  and  reduced 
the  survivors  to  a  state 
of  semi-starvation.  Usu- 
ally within  the  villages 
and  tribe  thei*'  manners 
were  mild  and  their 
speech  gentle.  But  any 
slight  or  transgr*^sion 
of  custom  produc»ed  in 
them  uncontrollable 
rage.  When  their  pas- 
sions were  roused  they 
became  incarnate  de- 
mons. 

Kven  in  ordinary  life, 
morality  and  ordinary 
I)n)priety  were  oft^»u  set 
at  defiance.  Polygamy 
and  slavery  were  cus- 
tomary, and  these 
brought  in  their  train 
the  usual  results — ^jeal- 
ousy and  treachery  in 
one  case,  and  utter  dis- 
regani  of  human  life 
in  the  other.  Lascivi- 
ous thoughts  found  ex- 
language,  and  were  translated  into 
Amon*,'   the  unmarried,  and  in  the 


pression  in  obsc(»ne 
acts  without  rebuke, 
communal  life*  of  the  pah,  chastity  was  a  thing  unknown. 
Woman  was  often  made  the  beast  of  burden,  and  in 
her  case  afttu*  marriage  adultery  was  usually  punished. 
Domestic  affections  were  not  strong,  and  the  sick  and  the 
aged  were  left  to  perish  in  solitude,  even  by  their  nearest 
relatives.  The  tribal  tie  was,  however,  held  sacred;  and 
the  practice  of  seeking  titu,  or  revenge  for  wrong  done  to 
a  tribesman,  led  to  sanguinary  feuds  between  village  and 
village  and  tribe  and  tribt;,  which  sometimes  continued  for 
generations.  War  was  their  pastime.  Prior  to  going  into 
battle,  they  excited  their  passions  by  a  dance  in  which  they 
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stimulated  their  natural  ferocity,  rossibly  it  was  thus  that 
cannihalism  originated.  Soon  the  horrid  practice  became 
common.  Some  terrible  inst^mces  cf  it  are  ;^iven.  Of  one 
Taiwhanga  it  is  said  that,  having  slain  a  chief  in  battle?,  he 
took  the  widow  and  three  children  prisoners,  killed  and  ate 
the  children  in  the  presence  of  their  mother,  and  then  made 
lier  his  wife.  Not  infrequently  the  blood  of  their  enemies 
was  quafFt^fl  warm,  their  heads  preserved,  their  Inxlies  cooked 
and  served  up  in  disgusting  feasts.  Literally  they  were 
**  hateful  and  hating  one  another." 

Notwithstanding  such  atrocities  and  enormities,  most  of 
tliem   were  enterprising  and  active.      Many   were  skilful 


sailors,  crossing  Cook's  Straits  in  their  canoes.  All  were 
expert  woodsmen,  and  found  their  way  by  forest  tracks  to 
the  most  remote  parts  of  both  islands.  Their  numbers 
increased  and  niulti})lied,  and  from  the  original  pioneers 
who  came  from  Hawaiki  there  descended  tribes  which  came 
to  number  hundreds  and  even  thousands  of  warriors.  In 
18.34,  the  Rev.  H.  Williams,  who  had  exceptional  oppor- 
tunities of  judging,  estimated  the  population  at  134,000. 
Many  thousands  had  been  slain  in  the  wars  of  the  twenty 
years  previous.  Ft  seems  likely,  therefon?,  that  at  the 
beginning  of  the  century  the  total  was  not  less  than  two 
hundred  thousand. 
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Chapter   I.— INITIAL    EFFORTS. 

Stnopbis. — Developments  of  Savagery— First  attempts  at  Christianisation — Rev.  S.  Marsden—Enthosiastic  English  Supporters — Foundin:;  of  Weslerdale — Hardahip« 
and  Dangers— Amusing  Incidents— Attempts  at  Civilisation — Comedies  and  Tragedies— Foraging  Expeditions— iNight  Al&rius— Reinforcements- Maori  Wars— 
General  Unrest— The  Missionaries  driven  away. 
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Te  Hauhau. 
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In  the  dayn  when  the  century  iras  young  Te  Hauhau  led  his  war  parties  out  from  Te  Kuiti  against  other 
hapuH  in  the  myftteriovs  King  Country.  Ilis  much  hc^vi'inl-led  and  tattooed  face,  his  ear  pendants^ 
forehead  cloth^  head  feathers  and  feather-topped  club  all  hetolcen  a  relic  of  the  days  of  caunihalism. 
Te  Hauhau  is  the  survivor  of  many  "  tangie" 


lOR  five  centuries 
after  the  Maoris 
arrivedjNew  Zea- 
land was  a  terra  incog- 
nita to  Europeans.  A 
French  navigator  is 
supposed  to  have  landed 
early  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  and  Juan  Fer- 
nandez to  have  seen  its 
mountain-tops  from  afar; 
but  this  is  vague.  What 
is  certain  is  that  on  a 
Dutch  atlas  of  about 
1G30,  an  indistinct  line 
of  coast  is  niarkeil  Zea- 
land ia  Nova,  while  old 
English  maps  label 
Cook's  Straits  as  the 
"Gulf  of  the  Portu- 
guese," and  intimate  the 
country  was  discovered 
by  sailors  of  that  nation. 

During  all  those yeai-s 
the  Maoris  were  literally 
a  people  apart.  Twelve 
luindrod  miles  of  sea 
between  them  and  Aus- 
tralia was  an  effectual 
barrier  tx)  the  aborigines 
of  the  island  continent 
finding  their  way  across. 
Occasionally  some  ad- 
venturous vo3%ager  of 
their  own  or  kindred 
race  canu*,  as  their 
fathers  had  done,  and 
settled  in  the  land. 
Possibly  a  P^uropean  or 
Chinese  vessel  W4is 
occasionally  driven  on 
shore,  and  the  crew 
pcu-ished.  Meantime  the 
]\raoris  fished  in  the 
streams  and  lakes,  found 
their  way  through  the 
forests,  wove  their  mats, 
and,  when  the  planting 
season  was  over,  fought 
their  neighbours. 

The  opening  of  the 
country  to  the  world's 
knowledge,  connnerce 
and  occupation  wjis  due 
to  Tasiuan  and  Captain 
Cook.  In  1642,  Abel 
Jans  Tasman  was  sent 
out  by  the  Governor  of 
Batavia  to  explore  the 
great  south    land.     On 


MAOUT    MISSIONS 


23 


Ma(>ri  Cvkios. 
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In  tin'  Ci'utfv  IS  nlnnrn  (t  Ji.<h  tmit,  iif,(t,i  iriiicli  arc  Inme  ami  iin'rii.-finn'  "  //;.■/•«•.-."  (hi  thr  srrrcn  lnni.i  iiitttntiu<i  i nstrn inrnts^ 
,'hihis^  clmroi.",  jin  I  nidt:^  (iiifl  Ikhis.  On  tji'' iiriltstal,  In  .-^iilt'  tlh-  .<I,nll,  ure  nn  rhilii.ratrhi-riLii'd  ctildbn^li  nml  ciivrimj 
tunh.      Pnihlfru,  iiiiifii^  .<jit'(irs  ninl  a  rnrcril  licnil  Jcr  tin-  Jxisc  i>f  «/  r.ninr  (ire  <-t>ii.<iiifii,,iis. 


DeceinlMT  l.'Jth  of  tuat  war,  coming  from  tlie  islaml  that 
now  bears  his  naiiK*,  he  si<^ht(Mj  New  Zealand,  and  sailed 
along  the  West  Coast,  going  as  far  North  as  Cape  Maria 
Van  Diernen  and  the  Thr(»e  Kings  Islands.  As  he  passed 
along  natives  came  off  in  their  canotvs,  and  his  cr(»ws 
nianntHl  their  boats.  Unable  to  understand  each  other,  a 
cjuarrel  ensueil,  and  three  Dutch  sailors  wer(>  kilh^d.  TJie 
formal  naming  of  the  country  was  Tasman's  act ;  but  it  is 
doubtful  if  he  ever  lande<l  upon  its  shores. 

A  hundrwl  and  twenty  y<?ars  more  passed  before  any 
}  ractical  knowledge  of  the  country  was  gaintni.  Capt^iin 
James  Cook  fii-st  saw  it  near  Poverty  \jiiy  on  6th  October, 
1709.  He  circumnavigated  the  North  Island,  and  landed 
at  vai-ious  points.  Subsequently  h(?  sailed  round  the  South 
Island  also,  and  during  the  seven  years  succeeding  he  paid 
foui  other  visits.  He  gave  names  to  bays,  rivers, 
mountains,  and  headlands,  and  obtained  a  wonderfully 
aceurat<>  knowledge  of  the  coast.  Treating  the  natives 
with  justice  and  kindness,  he  gained  th(?ir  confidence,  and  by 
intnxJucings<H*ds  and  vegetal)les  of  difftrrent  kinds,  as  well 
as  domestic  animals,  he  conferral  upon  them  a  jKU-manent 
benefit.  At  the  same  time  he  noted  the  richness  of  the 
soil,  the  grandeur  of  the  forest  trees,  and  the  mildness 


of  the  climate.  The  result  was  that  he  became  convinced, 
and  predicted,  that  the  islands  would  eventually  bec(»me  the 
home  of  Engli-;h-speaking  people. 

From  that  time,  intercourse  with  other  lands  steadily 
increased.  At  lirst  visitors  camt*  ulmost  exclusively  from 
Xt^w  South  Wales,  the  first  I  Jritish  colony  in  the  Southern 
World,  and  tluMi  becoming  the  home  of  a  large  convict 
population  and  some  free  settlers.  The  latter,  with  the 
seagoing  instinct  of  the  race,  ma<li^  voyages  of  <liscovery, 
and  sought  oj)enings  for  traile.  It  was  soon  found  out 
that  a  lucrative  busin(»ss  might  be  carricnl  on  with  New 
Zealand.  For  nearly  iifty  years  only  three  or  four  places 
wen*  used  for  this  })urpose  :  the  1  Jay  of  Islands,  Hokiangii, 
Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  and  the  Thames  estuary. 
Cook  had  noted  the  suitability  of  the  straight  and 
towering  kauri  trees  for  ships'  masts,  and  it  becamt^  tiu» 
practice  to  come  for  them.  F<)rasmall  payment,  an  axe  or 
a  tomahawk,  a  kauri  tri'e  was  sold,  the  ship's  crew  cut  it 
down,  aTid  then  natives  wen^  hii-e<l  to  drag  it  to  the 
river.  This  h*d  to  a  few  mechanics  and  ship's  carpenters 
settling  at  the  IViy  and  Hokianga.  Whales  wei(»  \)leiitvtv5i 
off  the  coast.  Seals  aUo  wvjYct  ivi\\\YV\w  «;:tviv\.\,  \\\x\\^>Kix>^. 
in  the  Sout\\.      TW  ^N\Y^LVt'A'  ^tvi>N^\^\\^vAVvi  >;^:^Vv>:\xv^x^*^^ 
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water, and  found  soon  that 
they  could  also  obtain  from 
the  Maoris  fish,  veffo tables, 
and  fresh  ])ork.  S<»nie  of 
the  whalinji:  companies 
found  it  to  their  interest 
to  establish  permanent 
stations.  The  men  formed 
connections  with  Maori 
women,  and  half-caste  chil- 
dren were  born.  Soon  the 
mercantile  value  of  Now 
Zealand  flax  was  dis- 
covered, and  a  new  iin- 
pi*tus  given  to  tracK^  Not 
a  few  sailors  desertcMl,  and, 
adopting  Maori  habits  and 
customs,  gave  themselves 
up  to  a  life  of  inrhilgenee, 
Occasiimally  convicts  from 
New  South  Wales  seized  a 
small  vessel,  and,  making 
their  way  to  tlu*  new  land, 
escaped  the  ollicers  of 
justice.  The  life  of  thes<» 
early  pioneers  was  rougli, 
and  often  they  wert*  (ex- 
posed to  considerable  sufler- 
ing.  It  was  tlu*  custom 
to  put  the  men  ashore  to 
hunt  f<n'  seals,  and  for  the 
vessel  to  go  to  Sydney  and 
return  for  the  cargo.  lUit 
the  return  was  uncertain. 
In  1813  a  vessel  brought 
up  to  Stewart  Island  fiv(» 
men  who  had  been  left  on 
the  Solanders  for  nearly 
four  years.  Their  eh >t lies 
and  i)edding  had  been  of 
seal  skins,  and  seals'  l!«'sh, 
with  a  few  iish  and  sea 
birds,  their  only  food. 
Another  party  of  ten 
hnd  been  left  on  a  small 
island  oft' the  New  Zealand 
coast.  The  vessel  never 
returned.  A  boat  liad 
l)een  left  with  them,  but 
their  <»nly  t(M)ls  were  an 
ax(s  adze,  and  cooj)er's 
drawing-knife.  They  madi' 
their  way  to  the  mainland, 
but  tlK'ir  chief  subsistence 
was  fern  root,  and  they 
averred  that  sometimes 
they  were  without  food 
for  a  week  tog(?t her.  1  Seat- 
ing the  hooj>-iron  of  tiieir 
provision  casks  into  nails, 
and  with  their  imperfect 
t(M>ls  only  able  to  cut  one 
board  out  of  a  tree,  they 
had  when  rescued  pre- 
jmi-ed  eighty  lialf  -  inch 
U»ards    to    build    a    boat. 


ApORO   and    XoAItFTA. 
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.-1  /((/»///.<(. /id-  Mucri  roupjr  i>j  fl,r  \\',i,,i-n  I'd].,  Tlir  (/7m;/v/h/i*»"  .<h'>,r.<  n  fin,-  J,H  t.f  nirvin'j. 
Sijnrrfii  is  iiounol  in  In  r  ht'st  nnd  .\n>in  /,,../.•.-  as  if  hv  in>uld  /.<■  imly  tni,  ^i/.vim'-/  to  mrtt  a 
X[f<i*iirii  ^/'OM?'/  he  chance  thitt  V'tu. 


Maori   mtsstons. 
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One  cannot  but  pity  the  miserable  wretches  who  were 
in  such  a  plight  as  this,  and  there  were  not  a  few  of  them. 
Others  were  more  fortunate.  If  they  fell  into  the 
liands  of  the  Maoris,  and  their  lives  were  spared  at  the 
outset,    they    cummonly    became    members    of    the  tribe. 


A  Chir/  of  High  Raxx. 


Old  Reiri^  xrho»e  mana  corered  fJtP  hapu  of  the  XgntinKininpoto. 
of  Ihe  higheift  rtivk  and  a  rare  old  warrior  in   the  early  Jlyhtin 
head  Han  ever  been  noted  as  one  of  the  best  tattooed  frontinj.! 
the  Coltmy'n  mafderpieceK. 

They  lived  as  their  protectors  did,  imbibed  their  spirits, 
and  fought  in  their  quarrels.  Obviously  such  settlers  and 
visitors  did  not  tend  to  the  moral  improvement  of  the 
Maoris.  Rather,  they  sank  to  the  heathen  level,  and 
in  some  cases  outdid  their  hosts  in  brutality  and 
licentioosnesa. 


The  Mjw)ns  having  few  possessionu  it  was  almost 
inevitable  that  the  system  of  barter  and  trade  which  was 
thus  initiated  should  develop  in  them  a  spirit  of  greed. 
They  wore  expert  and  daring  thieves,  and,  though  carefully 
watched  by  armed  men,  pilfered  the  vessels  extensively. 
Being  treated  not  infrequently  with  great 
injustice,  they  considered  they  were  justified 
in  this.  Revenge,  too,  was  a  prominent 
feature  in  their  savagery.  One  form  which 
this  took  was  to  preserve  the  heads  of  their 
slain  foes.  A  certain  process  of  curing  had 
been  elaborated,  and  the  tattooed  visages  of 
deceased  warriors  looked  down  upon  the 
visitor  in  the  chiefs'  huts.  By  a  curious 
freak  of  fiishion,  there  grew  up  a  desire  in 
England  to  possess  these  disgusting  trophies. 
Large  sums  were  offere<l  for  them,  and  they 
became  a  recognised  article  of  trade.  The 
cupidity  of  the  people  was  excited,  and  friends 
as  well  as  foes  were  killed  to  swell  the  traffic. 
Wrongs  done  by  the  crew  of  one  vessel  were, 
in  accord  with  native  custom,  avenged 
by  the  slaughter  of  those  who  came  next. 
No  value  or  sacredness  was  attached  to  human 
lit'(».  C()niparativ(»ly  few  as  were  the  white 
men  who  came  then,  there  is  trustworthy 
information  that  in  the  twenty-five  years, 
from  1774^  to  1809,  fully  a  hundred  pt^rsons 
were   killed  and  eaten. 

If  ever  a  rare  nee(l(*(l  botli  the  transforming 
and  ameliorating  iniluences  of  the  Gospel, 
the  ^^aoris  did.  The  possession  of  firearms 
liad  developed  in  the  more  ambitious  chiefs  a 
viyjfe  for  conquest.  War  expeditions  were 
l)eing  constantly  undertaken,  and  every  victory 
was  celebrat(»d  by  further  cannibal  orgies. 
These  in  their  turn  made  them  still  more 
fiM-oc'ious.  The  land  was  a  veritable  pandemo- 
nimn  and  thoughtful  observers  saw  that  unless 
some  change  took  place  the  race  was  doome<l 
to  speedy  extinction. 

To  the  l^everend  Samuel  Marsden,  Senior 
('hai)lain  of  the  Church  of  England  in  New 
Soutii  Wales,  hehmgs  the  honour  of  making 
tlie  iirst  effort.  Maoris  are  good  sailors,  and 
somewhat  curious.  So  when  they  got  over 
their  wonderment  at  European  vessels,  they 
became*  anxious  to  see  the  pakehas'  country. 
Some  visited  Sydney,  and  Mr  Marsden  l)ecame 
acciuainted  with  them.  He  invited  them  to 
his  house,  learned  something  of  their  language, 
noted  their  ipiick  intelligence  and  ready 
adapti^'eness,  and  formed  a  high  opinion  of 
their  capabilities.  Eventually  he  persuaded 
the  Church  Missionary  Society  to  attempt 
their  Christianisation.  At  the  Bay  of  Islands 
on  Christmas  Day,  1814,  he  himself  l)egan  the 
work  by  preaching  to  a  number  of  natives  on 
the  beach,  from  the  angel's  message — Luke  ii, 
10 — 14.  It  does  not  fall  within  th(^  scope  of  this  work  to 
follow  the  history  of  that  mission  :  suffice  it  to  say,  that 
many  devoted  agents  were  sent  out.  'They  endured  no 
little  sulfering  in  the  earlier  years.  They  diligently 
wrought,  and,  after  a  weary  sowing  tirae^  ^k^'^^  ^Nr^^*^ 
with  larae  success^,    Cic^\vvCA<^\«>c\'^  ^>\\scii  <iV  \snrpws^  -«<^vi\ 
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iras  a  citief 
(/  daijs.  His 
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spent.  Cultured  n;en  gave  their  lives  to  the  work, 
and,  though  with  diminished  means,  it  is  still  being  prose- 
cuted. To  the  day  of  his  death  the  devout Marsdcn  was  the 
firm  friend  and  liberal  supporter  of  the  Mission,  and 
did  his  utmost  to  forward  its  interests. 

The  Reverend  Samuel  Leigh,  the  first  Wesleyan  minister 
in  Australia,  and  the  pioneer  of  its  IVIaori  Mission,  was  a 
friend  of  the  Chaplain's.  Born  in  the  little  village  of 
Milton,  in  Staffordshire,  he  was  brought  up  in  a  rural 
district.  Trained  in  a  God-fearing  home,  he  became 
conscious  of  his  need 
of  a  Saviour  while  a 
lad  in  his  teens,  and 
soon  rejoiced  in  the 
blessing  of  pardon. 
His  parents  were 
connected  with  the 
Congregat  ionalists, 
and  he  became  a 
member  of  the  clmrcb 
at  Han  ley.  The  con- 
gregation was  small, 
and,  anxious  to  do 
good,  the  zealous 
youth  rented  a  whole 
pew  in  the  place  of 
worship,  and  tilled  it 
by  inviting  non-fn^- 
quenters  of  i)ublic 
worship  to  attend. 
It  was  an  act  charac- 
teristic of  the  d(; No- 
tion of  his  life.  Soon 
the  church  becanu^ 
convinced  that  he 
ought  to  enter  the 
ministry,  and  he  went 
for  training  to  the 
academy  of  Dr  Rogue 
at  Gosport.  JUit  the 
tutor  was  a  strong 
Calvinist,  and  the 
Staffordshire  youth 
had  satisfied  himself 
that  Arminianism 
was  moi  e  in  harmony 
with  the  teaching  of 
the  Bible.  With 
mutual  regret,  there- 
fore, they  parted. 
A  Wesleyan  service 
had  also  been  held 
in  Mr  Leigh's  native 
village,  and  he  had 
sometimes  attended 
that.  He  now  felt 
that  he  wx)uld  be 
more  at  home  in  the 
Wesleyan  fellowship. 
At  the  suggestion 
of  his  brother-in-law, 
he  joined  its  membership,  and  was  soon  engaged  to  assist  the 
Superintendent  minister.  At  the  Conference  he  wiis  received 
on  probation,  and  sent  to  Shaftesbury,  where  for  two  years  he 
made  full  proof  of  his  ministry.  On  Sundays  he  preached 
four,  and  sometimes  five  times,  organised  day  schools,  had 
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Tiki,  or  Maori  God. 

Surmon ntijig  thr  (jufciraii  o/  n  fKih.  Theelaharafr  rarrimj  prrsriitu  ilir  ap]n'(ir<inci' 
of  (in  oncn'nt  hit  <»/  irork^  and,  like  some  other  Tikia,  Ht(in<i!<  .<otnr  ten  or  tivclre 
feel  high.  The  gateway  in  ttu]>porf^Hi  hi/  two  ireatJier-trorti  fignrett.  The.<e 
carvingK^  ivroiight  iijion  carefuU y-nelected  sluhs  of  totnra,  trere  the  in,rk  of 
generations  of  carvers. 


many  conversions,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  two 
or  three  whom  he  had  led  to  Christ  begin  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  themselves.  Some  thought  his  ardour  should  be 
restrained,  but  the  Chainnan  of  the  District  wisely  said, 
"  Experience  would  teach  him  moderation,  and  that  if  he 
had  not  a  little  fervour  now,  he  was  not  likely  to  acquire  it 
in  after  life." 

Meantime,  Mr  Leigh's  own  heart  was  in  the  Mission- 
field.  The  difficulty  was  that  his  widowed  mother  would 
not  give  her  conscMit.  But  she  was  touched  by  his  sub- 
missive spirit,  and 
shortly  after  he  left 
Shaftesbury  she 
wrote  :  "  If  the  Lord 
has  called  thee  to  be 
a  missionary.  He  will 
no  doubt  enable  me 
to  give  thee  up.  May 
the  Lord  Himself  go 
with  thee."  He  re- 
ceived the  intimation 
gladly,  and  says  in 
his  Diary:  "I  felt 
as  merry  and  light- 
some as  Christian 
when  his  burden  was 
l<M)sed  from  his 
shouldei*s  and  fell  off 
his  back.  I  sat  down 
and  by  the  next  post 
wrote  to  the  lie  v. 
J  oseph  Benson,  offer- 
ing to  go  to  any  part 
of  the  world."  His 
offiT  was  at  once 
accepted,  and  he  was 
appointed  to  Quebec. 
Disturbing  rumours 
of  disaffection  and 
j)()ssible  war  in 
Canada  caused  delay, 
and,  the  Mission 
authorities  having 
moan  while  received 
an  earnest  petition 
from  Sydney  to  send 
a  preacher  there,  he 
was  selected  for  the 
post. 

At  thirty  years  of 
age,  therefore,  in  the 
very  prime  of  man- 
IkxkI,  in  the  year 
1 S 1 5,  he  left  for  what 
then  seemed  a  very 
distant  sphere  of 
labour.  His  portrait 
shows  him  to  have 
been  a  man  of  reso- 
lute character,  wiry 
frame,  capable  of 
hard  work,  and  willing  to  do  it.  The  field  to  which  he 
was  called  was  one  which  taxed  all  his  powers,  and  tested 
his  endurance  and  prudence  to  the  utmost.  Wickedness 
abounded.  Intemperance  and  profanity  were  rampant. 
Few   thought  about  spiritual  religion,   and    the   lives    of 
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many  were  notoriously  immoral.  But  he  thought  little  of 
obstacles.  A  small  congregation  was  gathered  in  Sydney 
itself,  a  school  started,  and  then  he  began  to  itinerate 
through  the  country.  Some  flatly  refused  to  listen,  and 
others  with  oaths  and  cui^scs  bade  him  begone.  His  fare, 
too,  was  of  the  roughest.  On  one  occasion  his  hostess 
brought  in  a  sheaf  of  barley,  rubbed  out  the  grains,  and 
ground  them  in  a  handmill  before  she  could  prepare  a  cake 
for  the  preacher's  supper.  At  another  time  he  was  glad  to 
stay  the  pangs  of  hunger  by  masticating  as  best  he  could 
some  grains  of  maize  which  had  been  thrown  out  to  tlie 


In  all  his  work  there  Mr  Leigh  had  no  truer  friend  than 
Mr  Marsden.  Himself  of  Methodist  parentage,  he  admired 
the  zeal  and  earnestness  of  the  young  preacher  who  had 
come  to  evangelise  that  out- district  of  Wesley's  Parish. 
While  some  bitterly  opposed  his  work,  and  others  looked 
coldly  on,  the  oflicial  representative  of  the  Anglican  Church 
bade  him  God-speed,  and  lost  no  opportunity  of  showing 
kindness. 

At  Mr  Marsden's  home  in  Parramatta,  Mr  Leigh  had  met 
with  Maoris  and  became  interested  in  their  welfare.  His 
health  was  broken  down  by  arduous  toil,  and  the  Chaplain 
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Group  taken  (it   Tokaavu,  Luke   Tnupo,  t)ic   Kiiuj  C(nnitrtj,  irherc   tlicre  Jina    herti    an  attempt  to   keep    up  Maori  cumtomH. 
natural  po»e  of  the  HHtmrn  and  the  vicJineKs  of  their  ;/ja/s  irill  he  noted. 


fowls.  His  lodging  was  often  in  the  open  air.  r»ut  he 
never,  repined.  With  unflagging  energy  antl  sii'glen(\s}f  of 
aim,  he  prosecuted  his  work,  preached  in  all  the  important 
towns  of  the  colony,  and  presently  had  a  circuit  150  miles 
long,  and  fourteen  regular  preaching  places.  A  spirit  of 
hearing  was  awakened,  churches  were  built,  meetings  for 
Christian  fellowship  organised,  and  Sunday  Schools  started. 
Nor  was  practical  religion  forgotten,  for  he  founded  an 
Asylum  for  the  Poor,  and  brought  into  working  an 
auxiliary  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  Thus 
in  three  years  he  laid  broad  and  deep  the  foundation  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
gained  the  respect  of  all  right-thinking  persons  in  the 
community,  from  the  Governor  downwards. 


suggested  that  a  trip  to  New  Zealand  would  be  of  benefit 
physically,  and  he  could  also  serve  the  common  cause  of 
Christ  by  inquiring  into  the  progress  of  the  Church  Mission. 
A  colleague  ha^^ing  arrived  in  New  South  Wales,  he 
acc(?pted  th(i  proposal,  and  landed  at  the  Bay  of  Islands 
in   1818. 

He  found  the  outlook  of  the  Mission  not  at  all  encourag- 
ing. This  was  chiefly  owing  to  its  having  been  started  on 
wrong  lines.  Strangely  as  it  sounds  to  us,  it  was  then 
generally  held  that  savage  nations  must  first  be  civilised, 
and  then  christianised.  This  was  not  the  view  simply  of 
worldly  men,  but  of  earnest  ministers  and  learned  bishops. 
Carrying  out  this  idea,  Mr  Marsden  had  sent  mechanics 
instead  of  ministers  to  ftt«».T\)  \35\^  ^^"^  Ta^^^i^v^xA  ^^^>iJKS!Qi«:v« 


28 


THE  HTSTOilY  OP  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


They  were  to  exercise  their  liaiidiciAitfe,  itinvn  mo  laiigaago, 
induce  the  children  to  attend  school,  and  instruct  the  twlults 
in  the  arts  of  life.  But  it  was  not  un(lerstoo<l  that  their 
special  call  was  to  preach  the  js^ospel.  The  Maoris  were  not 
slow  to  see  the  advantage  of  having  resideut  carpenters, 
blacksmiths,  and  fanners.  They  admired  their  tools,  and 
quickly  grasped  the  fact  that  work  could  thus  be  done 
more  easily  and  expeditiously.  As  these  lay  settlers  were 
also  well  supplied  with  articles  for  barter,  their  presence 
was  coveted  and  their  persons  protected.  But  they  did  not 
see  the  need  of  accepting  the  Gospel  the,se  men  professed, 
and  simply  tolerated  the  services  they  held  for  them. 
Differences  had  also  arisen  among  the  brethren  themselves, 


liiiii  - '•  i  .su|/pv7.'>t'a  lliat  you  would  want  to  buy  them." 
With  great  indignation,  Mr  I^igh  replied  that,  while  at  a 
proper  time?  he  might  buy  spars,  flax,  or  pigs,  he  did  not 
trade  in  the  heads  of  men,  and  spoke  of  the  sacredness  of 
human  life.  The  chief  was  complaisant,  the  heads  were 
removed,  and  he  calmly  remarked,  "  I  can  sell  them  to  the 
next  ship  captain  who  comes."  Cases  of  cannibalism  were 
frequent,  and  he  was  obliged  to  see  such  horrid  feasts.  He 
found  children  neglected  and  quick  to  execute  evil.  He 
gained  their  confidence,  and  by  gentle  words  won  also  the 
attention  of  the  parents.  No  less  than  six  villages  agreed 
t>  hear  the  Gospel  Message  if  the  white  teachers  would 
visit  th(jm  regularly.      Methodist  preacher  like,  he  drew  up 
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and  they  had  becomi^  disheartened.  ^Ir  Lrigli  acted  tlio 
part  of  a  mediator,  encouraged  them  to  hold  meetings  for 
prayer,  and  urged  the  importance  of  giving  their  stiength 
to  teaching  the  natives  the  law  of  God,  and  placing  before 
them  the  Story  of  Kedemption.  Availing  himself  of 
their  services  as  interpreters,  he  also  visited  the  villagers 
round,  seeking  to  instruct  the  natives  concerning  the  one 
God  and  the  sanctity  of  the  Lord's  Day.  Painful  evidence 
of  their  degradation  and  wickedness  was  soon  brought 
before  him.  Entering  a  village  one  Sunday  afternoon,  he 
was  shocked  to  see  twelve  human  heads,  elalx)rately 
tattooed,  piled  alongside  the  path.  Questioning  the  chief 
as   to  why  they  were   placed   there,  the  answer   stunned 


a  pl.'in  Utv  lliis  |)inj>ns(>,  and,  the  brethren  agreeing  to  carry 
it  out,  he  returned  to  New  Sontli  Wales. 

Instead  of  resting,  Mr  I^Mgh  had  worked  hard  during 
the  whole  time  he  was  in  New  Zealand.  The  consequence 
was  he  was  wors(»  on  his  rt^turn  than  when  he  went,  and 
it  was  found  neeessarv  that  he  should  proceed  to  England 
for  medical  advice.  The  voyage  benefiterl  him.  The  old 
appetite  for  work  returned,  and  soon  after  his  arrival  in 
London,  he  was  founrl  pleading  with  the  Mission  Secretaries 
for  the  .spiritual  necxls  of  tlu*  Southern  Hemisphere.  Three 
ministers  he  nmst  have  for  Australia.  Then  there  was 
New  Zealand  antl  the  Friendly  Islands  group,  both  sorely 
needing  missionary  effort.      Fresh  from  the  horrid  sights 


Maori  missions. 


i>& 


and  sounds  of  the  former,  he  pictui*od  them  in  such  a  way 
lis  to  make  a  decided  impression.  He  clinched  the  pro- 
posal, t(H),  by  U^lling  them  that  he  himself  was  prepared  to 
^o  to  New  Zealand,  and  his  Sydney  colleague  (Walter 
I-Awry)  desired  to  take  charge  of  the  Fri(»ndly  Islands 
Mission. 

The  Secretaries  felt  the  force  of  th(*  appeal,  but  with  a 
debt  of  £10,000  i»n  the  Society,  h(»ld  they  were  not  justified 
in  exUMiding  their  operations.  The  Committee  sustaine<i 
this  view.  On  receiving  the  decision,  Ijeigh  was  almost 
heartbroken.  He  spent  the  night  in  prayer  and  delibera- 
tion.    Then  a  happy  thought  occurred.      A.s  the  Maoris  did 


grates,  p:)ts,  k(»ttles,  together  with  spades,  saws,  axes,  and 
iishho<jks  poured  in.  In  Manchester,  lie  received  prints, 
calicoes,  «an(i  curiosities  valued  at  £500  as  the  out- 
come of  his  fh'st  meeting.  Liverpool  was  not  behind. 
A  large  Umt  was  sent  from  Bristol,  and  throughout 
his  tour  the  Missionary  had  the  kindest  reception,  and 
achieved  an  unqualific^d  success.  Tlie  collection  of  goods 
wjus  most  heterogenous.  Among  them  were  a  hundnni 
wedding  rings.  The  Secret^iries  were  almost  at  their 
wits'  end  to  score  the  daily  multiplying  casks  and 
crates  in  which  the  contributions  were  packed.  Very 
valuable  they  proved,  and,  being  shipped  to  Sydney,  they 
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not  understand  the  use  of  coin,  but  desired  g(H)ds  for  barter, 
he  suggest<Kl  that  he  should  bc^  allowtn:!  to  visit  the  provincial 
districts  and  solicit  donatiims,  and  that  probably  many 
would  give  these  without  lessening  their  ordinary  contribu- 
ti(ms.  The  idea  was  bright  and  novel.  The  Secretaries 
approved,  the  Conmiittee  reconnnended,  while  Conference 
formally  sanctioned  it,  and  also  appointed  ^Fr  LcMgh  to  the 
Missirm.  For  many  weeks  he  was  engaged  thus,  travelling 
by  day  and  addressing  crowded  congregations  at  night. 
His  plain  statement  of  the  atmcities  practised  by  tlu^ 
Miu>ris,  and  his  earnest  apjx^al,  told  upon  the  audiences. 
Louth  nobly  led    the  way.      Sheffield  followed  suit,  and 


not  only  defrayed  the  exjH'nse  of  purchasing  the  first 
Mission  Station  and  erecting  a  house,  but  i)ai(i  the  entire 
cost  of  the  Missicm  for  Jive  years.  Mr  Leigh  was  devoutly 
thankful  for  such  a  response. 

Notwithstanding  these  liberal  donations,  the  Mission 
Secretaries  were  not  l)et rayed  into  extravagance*.  In  a 
letter  of  instructions,  it  is  detailed  with  praiseworthy 
partieularity  that  in  the  New  Zealaiul  and  Friendly  Islands 
Missions,  jl7){)  prr  annum  shall  be  allowed  to  each  married 
mission,  and  £12  yearly  for  each  ••hihl  :  that  the  Society 
shall  send  out  iis  many  suits  of  clothes  as  eiv«ilv  v\\v*»^vsvs».\?^ 
may  order,  the^e  Xo  \i^  cXwvx^vi^  \.vi  \\\*»  ^5^viviNi.\>X\  -aAv^  "axv-^ 
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surplus  from  the  allowance  to  be  paid  in  floods  or  cash, 
a8  he  may  direct.  *  A  further  sura  of  £40  per  year  was 
allowed  to  the  whole  Mission  party  to  obtain  salt,  butter, 
tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  soap  from  New  South  Wales.  All 
articles  for  bart<?r  were  to  Ix*  kept  in  a  store,  and  a 
secretary  was  to  be  appointed  to  keep  an  inventory  and 
note  in  the  books  what  was  received  in  exchange.     It  may 


Mushroom  jRorK,   \Vh.\n(;  \roa 

well  be  supposed  that  the  surf)lus  jit  tlio  (MkI  (»f  th<'  year 
was  microscopic,  and  we  can  only  cunjrctun*  tli.'  ;ii)^ur(l 
misfits  and  incongruous  colours  of  tlio  clotlics  and  wHMriii*,^ 
apparel  sent  from  time*  to  time. 

While  Mr  LtMgh  was  in  England,  two  Nixapuhi  eh  ct's, 
Honga-ika  and  his  kinsman  Waikato,  arrived  on  a  v. sit. 
Mr  Leigh  had  met  them  in  Now  Zealand,  and  th<  y  were 
greatly  pleased  to  see  him  in  the  strange  land. 
Hongi  was  not  cimifortable  in  his  lodgings,  and 
at  once  proposed  that  he  should  live  with  Mr 
Ijeigh.  The  latter  knew  h(»  was  a  savage,  lie 
had  heard  of  deeds  of  cruelty  done  by  him. 
I»ut  as  his  own  lif(*  and  the  safety  of  the  Mis- 
sion party  might  sliortly  depend  on  his  good- 
will, and  he  was  really  anxious  to  do  him  g«'0<l, 
he  welc(mied  the  self-invited  guest.  To  make 
him  thoroughly  comfortable,  for  s<)me  weeks  hv 
slept  on  the  floor  by  his  side.  He  also  learned 
what  he  could  of  the  Maori  language,  and 
accompanied  Hongi  to  Cambridge  to  ai<l  Pro- 
fessor I-iee  in  reducing  it  to  writing. 

Refreshed  in  spirit  by  his  intercourse  with 
British  Methodists,  and  having  married  a  lady 
who  proved  herst^lf  a  true  helpmet^t,  ^[r  Tj<>igh 
returned  to  the  South(Mii  world.     Other  Mis- 
siimaries  for  Australia  were  also  of  the  party. 
Calling   at    Hobart   fii    route,    it    was    agreed 
that  one  of  these  should  remain   there.     On 
coming  io  Sydney,  it  was  found  that  war  had 
broken    out   in    New    Zejdand,    and    so    th(M'(» 
was  a  distention  of  two  months.     Ev(mi  then  then*  seemed 
no  prospect  of  hostilities  ceasing,  and  they  were  urged  to 
i-emain  longer.     But  Mr  Leigh  was  anxious  to  !)(»  at  work, 
/njd   his  brave  wife  said,  "Samuel,   nothing  that  I  have 


heard  shakes  my  trust  in  God.  Our  Sydney  friends  are 
kind,  but  let  us  remember  our  word  pledge<l  to  our  English 
friends.  I  cannot  be  happy  another  day  in  the  colony. 
Ijet  us  go,  and  whether  we  go  to  life  or  death,  let  us  live 
or  die  doing  our  duty."  That  settled  the  ijuestion. 
Passages  were  taken,  and,  after  an  uneventful  voyage,  they 
landed  to  commence  their  mission  to  a  cannibal  i>e<.>ple  on 
February  L>2nd,  1822. 

A  hearty  welconn*  was  accorded  the  new  arrivals  by  the 
Church  Mission  party.  The  natives  whom  Mr  Leigh  had 
formerly  met  expressed  pleasure  at  his  coming,  and  saluted 
him  so  affectionately  that  his  nose  was  almost  denuded  of  skin. 
It  was  first  intended  that  the  Mission  should  be  begun  at 
Mercury  Bay,  where  there  were  large  settlements,  and 
where  the  Missionary  would  be  under  the  protection  of  a 
chief  called  Hinaki,  whom  he  had  met  in  Sydney.  This 
I)ui'pose  was  frustrated  by  the  blood thirstiness  of  the 
natives,  and  Hongi,  whose  gentlemanly  behavicmr  had 
been  so  much  admired  in  England,  was  the  leader  in  the 
outl)reak.  While  in  Sydney  Mr  Leigh  wjis  talking  over 
tlu'  plans  for  the  Mission  with  Hinaki.  Ilongi  interposed, 
and  said  bef<>r(»  that  was  done  he  had  a  quari-el  to  settle. 
J)uring  his  absence  in  England  one  of  the  Ngajmhis  had 
b(»en  killed  by  Tlianies  natives,  and  he  nmst  have  satis- 
faelion.  He  invited  Hinaki,  therefore,  to  nmster  his 
forces,  an<l  ]>repan»for  the  combat.  AsHcmgi  had  brought 
with  him  from  Hnglaiid  a  large  sup])ly  of  muskets,  the 
contest  was  une(|ual.  Both  chiefs  travelled  from  Sydney 
in  the  same  vessel,  and  the  Missicmary  sought  to  turn 
Hongi  aside  fiom  his  purpose.  I»ut  he  was  implacable. 
Hinaki  therefoie  ha.stened  home  and  put  his  pahs  in  a 
state  of  defent'c.  Hongi  raised  a  war  party  of  three 
thousand  men,  and,  invading  his  rival's  territory,  met  a 
force  almost  as  large.  Both  sides  fought  with  e(iual 
bia\eiy,  hut  the  lirearnis  of  Hongi  gave  him  the  victory. 
He  shot  Hinaki  himself,  and,  sj>ringing  on  the  dying  man, 
gouij:e<l  out  his  eyes  ;  then,  ]»lunging  his  knife  into  his 
throat,  diaidv  tlu*  waiin  blood  as  it  spcmted  forth.  His 
trih'.'SMien  followed  the  horii<l  exami)le,  and  of  a  thousand 
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that  fell,  three  hundreil  were  eaten  tm  the  field  of  battle. 
To  the  newly-arrived  Missionary  and  his  wife,  this  was 
imly  too  pi  m  a  deuKmstration  of  the  truth  that  "the  dark 
places  of  the  earth  were  full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty." 
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It  intensified  their  pity  for  the  people,  and  showed  that 
they  must  literally  take  their  lives  in  tlieir  hands.  As 
Hon^  expressed  his  determination  to  exterminate  the 
natives  of  the  locality,  the  idea  of  establishing  a  Mission 
there  was  given  up. 

Perils  by  land  and  sea  had  to  be  faced  before  the  location 
of  the  Mission  was  decided.  On  a  reconnoitring  expedi- 
tion, Mr  Leigh  and  five  natives  were  driven  by  a  stomi  to 
tivke  shelter  in  Whangaroa.  Worn  out  with  fatigue,  the 
Missionary  was  awakened  from  sleep  to  be  told  that  their 
hosts  were  discussing  the  time  at  which  they  should  be 
roasted  and  eaten  on  the  morrow.  Only  faith  in  God's 
providence  sustained  them.     Whangarei  was  next  thought 


natives  of  that  district  had  indeed  a  bad  pre-eminence  for 
bloodthirstiness  and  treachery,  even  in  cannibal  New 
Zealand.  Not  many  years  previously,  the  crew  and  pas- 
sengers of  the  ship  />V/y//  had  been  barbarously  massacred 
by  them,  only  five  escaping  out  of  fourscore.  It  is  fair 
to  say  that  the  chief  had  been  ill-treated  and  provoked  by 
oth(M'  Euroj,ean8.  But,  even  so,  the  retaliation  was  terrible, 
and  the  taste  for  blood  thus  gained  made  them  little  better 
than  incarnate  demons.  On  the  other  hand,  the  population 
wjis  numerous,  and  the  place  was  comparatively  near  the 
Bay  of  Islands.  Moniover,  their  very  wickedness  showed 
how  nmch  they  needed  the  Gospel.  With  the  thorough 
sympathy  and  concurrence  of  their  friends  of  the  Bay,  it 
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of,  and  it  was  reported  that  there  wjis  there  a  large  popu- 
lation. Mr  Lawry  calling  on  his  way  from  Tonga,  tli(»  two 
missionaries  visit^  the  place.  On  landing  they  heard  a 
sad  story.  They  were  told  that,  only  a  few  years  before 
there  had  been  thousands  of  Maoris  resident.  But  the 
terrible  war  party  had  come.  Their  warriors  had  been 
killed  and  eaten,  their  women  and  children  carried  away 
into  slavery,  and  their  property  stolen.  The  few  who 
remained  complained  bitUTly  that  they  were  a  brokt»n 
people.  Their  disposition  was  friendly,  but  th(M'e  were  not 
a  sufficient  number  left  to  warrant  the  establishment  of  a 
Mission  among  them. 

Once  more  their  thoughts  turned  to  Whangaroa.     The 


was  therefore  resolved  to  start  there  the  Wesleyan  Mission. 
Whangaroa  Harbour  is  exceedingly  beautiful  to-day, 
and  seventy-fi\'e  years  ago,  when  the  forest  sto<xl  in  all  its 
native  wildness  and  luxuriance,  it  must  have  been  more 
beautiful  still.  The  entrance  is  about  half  a  mile  wide, 
and  within  the  bay  a  largt^  fleet  might  ride  in  safety.  As 
the  Mission  party  entered  in  the  ship  St.  Michael,  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  of  June,  the  sight  wius  most  attractive. 
"  Forest  on  foresc  hung  on  the  steeps  of  the  encircling  hills 
like  *  cloud  on  cloud  '  of  rich  foliage  ;  on  the  western  shore 
rose  tumblefl  masses  of  the  most  fantastic  rocks,  over  which 
many  streams  flung  themselves  in  sparkling  ^vs»^.<^xlvslJss.  \Kk 
the  beach,  aud,  lYitow^  c\viN^^\w^V\^v^^  vccv^  '^\x>^'^^x^bR.^^ 


32 


MAORI    MISSIONS. 


joyously  down  to  the  dark,  clear  waters  of  the  Bay." 
Above  them,  on  an  isolated  and  precipitous  rock,  three 
hundred  feet  hi^h,  there  frowned  the  native  pah,  almost 
impregnable,  and  reminding  them  that  here  hatred,  envy, 
and  revenge  were  the  tutelary  duties. 

When  there  previously,  Mr  Leigh  had  escaped  from  their 
murderous  intentions  by  scattering  a  handful  of  fishhooks, 
and  while  they  picked  these  up  he  gladly  made  his  way  to 
the  boat.  The  natives  now  recognised  him,  and  saluted 
him  with  shouts  of  welcome.  He,  on  his  part,  stepped 
boldly  ashore,  and  made  his  way  to  the  house  of  the  chief, 
who  professed  himself  friendly.  How  little  these  people 
knew  of  his  real  object  may  be  imagined  from  the  fact  that 


A  deed  was  drawn  up  and  their  tribal  marks  attached. 
To  the  credit  of  the  Maoris  be  it  said,  that  in  all  the  subse- 
quent troubles  the  title  to  this  was  not  disputed.  When, 
many  yeais  after,  all  land  titles  in  the  North  were  reviewed 
by  the  British  Government,  this  was  declared  to  be 
unassailable  and  fairly  bought.  The  newcomers,  however, 
soon  had  experience  of  the  capriciousness  of  the  climate, 
and  of  the  ecjually  uncertain  temper  of  their  neighbours. 
A  temporary  booth  was  put  up  on  the  slope  of  the  hill, 
but  the  first  night  it  was  occupied  rain  came,  the  floods 
rose,  and  swept  the  whare,  tools,  and  other  articles  into 
the  stream.  On  the  following  Sunday  a  war  canoe  arrived 
with  slaA'es,  and,  in  their  presence,  one  of  these  was  killed. 


A  Committee  in  the  King  Country. 

Maori  Chiefn  of  to-day,  shoirimj  the  jy/a/s  (UsconlctJ  for  Kuropoun  hUml-rtu  an  I  shawh. 
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hundreds  crowded  round  the  vessel  to  buy  firearms,  offering 
as  much  as  a  hundred  baskets  of  kumara  for  a  musket. 
The  following  day  being  Sunday,  Mr  Leigh  preached  in  the 
open  air.  It  is  indicative  of  his  strong  faith  and  thankful- 
ness that  the  text  chosen  was  "  Ebenezer :  Hitherto  hath 
'the  Lord  helped  us."  About  a  thousand  natives  were 
found  to  reside  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  juart  of 
whom  were  under  the  control  of  a  chief  called  Te  Ara,  or 
George,  and  part  under  Te  Puhi.  After  due  inspection,  a 
site  some  seven  miles  up  the  river  v/as  chosen  as  th(»  most 
suitable  for  the  Mission  Station,  and  named  Wesley- 
dale.  It  was  duly  purchased,  and,  after  the  ownei-s  had 
named   their  own  price,  Mr  Leigh   voluntarily  doubled  it. 


cooked,  and  eatt»n  in  the  most  matter-of-fact  way.  The 
captain  of  the  vessel  that  brought  them  became  thoroughly 
alarmed,  and,  as  soon  as  his  cargo  was  landed,  left  as 
quietly  as  possible. 

Now  the  real  mission  life  began.  The  tent  had  again 
been  pitched,  and,  while  a  more  substantial  dwelling  was 
being  built,  the  thievish  propensities  of  the  Maoris  could 
not  be  restrained.  Focxl  had  to  l)e  cooked  in  the  open 
air.  Even  this  was  purloined,  and  sometimes  they  were 
left  literalh'  without  a  meal.  Exhibitions  of  indecency 
were  frecjuent.  Some  attention  was  paid  to  public  wor- 
ship, but  brutality  and  ill-temper  were  often  displayed. 
Quarrels  and  rumours  of  wars  were  of  daily  occurrence. 
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Occasionally  they  fought  in  real  earnest.  About  five  weeks 
after  their  arrival,  a  war  party  landed  from  the  Bay  of 
Islands.  At  once  all  the  population  flew  to  arras.  On  Mr 
Leigh's  remonstrance  the  invadei-s  refrained  from  attack, 
though  challenged  by  Te  Puhi.  To  mortify  his  brotlier, 
George  then  seized  the  missionary  and  threw  him  violently 
to  the  ground.  This  was  the  signal  for  a  general  nielee.  The 
ArVhangaroa  natives  themselves  began  destroying  everything 
around  the  Mission-house,  and  for  some  time  the  lives  of 
the  inmates  were  endangered. 

During  the  months  that  followe<l,  similar  occurrences 
transpired.  On  the  slightest  provocation  the  natives  gave 
way  to  violent  fits  of  passion,  and  often  the  Missionary  and 
his  wife  felt  there  was  but  a  step  between  them  and  death. 
One  further  incident  of  this  kind  may  be  related.  A  short 
time  after  their  settlement,  it  was  reported  that  a  party  of 


pane   from   her  own   bed,   his-  anger   was   appeased   and 
bloodshed  prevented. 

Various  efforts  were  made  to  win  the  affection  of  the 
people  and  to  better  their  position.  Mra  Leigh  introduced 
the  women  and  girls  to  the  mystery  of  the  needle,  and 
started  a  sewing  class.  Their  first  attempts  were  amusing. 
Some  complained  that  the  sharpened  steel  bit  them,  others 
tied  their  thread  round  the  eye  with  a  knot,  and  then 
wondered  why  they  could  notpuU  it  through.  Patience  and 
perseverance  were  taxed,  but  the  good  lady  presently  had 
her  reward  in  finding  that  some  of  the  younger  ones  began  to 
take  prirle  in  their  efforts.  In  a  few  months  they  were  able 
to  make  for  tliemselves  articles  of  clothing.  Sometimes  they 
caught  them  with  guile.  A  condition  of  admission  to  Mrs. 
Ijciglvs  sewing  class  was  that  befone  work  began  the  girls 
should  bo  introduced  to  the  magic  virtues  of  soap  and  water. 


Whakeitni  of  Tawhiao. 

Wharcpmii  of  Tairftino,  the  late  MiKtri  Kin<f  at  Te  Kiiiti\  Waikato. 
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natives  from  a  distance  intended  to  attack  those  of 
Whangaroa.  At  length  they  came,  formidable  in  numbers 
and  well  armed.  The  residents  were  drawn  up  in  order  of 
brittle  to  defend  their  homes.  By  this  time  Mr  Leigh  had 
obtaine<i  some  command  of  the  language.  Going  to  a  rising 
ground  between  the  two  parties,  he  invitwl  the  chiefs  to 
confer,  and  spoke  to  them  of  the  folly  of  war  and  the 
benefits  of  peace.  Only  a  few  sentences  had  been  uttered, 
when  one  of  them  furiously  interrupted  him,  shouting, 
"  You  say  too  much  ;  pay  the  price,"  and,  seizing  him  by 
the  collar,  threw  him  down  the  hill.  His  wife  witnessed 
the  attack,  and  apprehended  the  worst.  Running  up  to 
the  aggressor,  she  asked  what  pi-ice  he  required.  His 
answer  was,  "A  good  garment,"  and,  fetching  the  counter- 


so  far  as  hands  and  face  were  concern(»d.  At  first  they  were 
greatly  av(»rse  to  this.  But  when  the  teacher  gravely 
assured  them  that  this  would  make  their  complexicms  more 
like  those  of  Europ(»ans,  there  was  no  more  difficulty.  In- 
fanticide was  shockingly  prevalent,  and  the  hearts  of  the 
worthy  couple  were  pained  by  one  instance  after  another. 
To  speak  of  it  as  murder  brought  to  the  parents  no  sense 
of  either  sin  or  shame.  To  remonstrate  or  argue  the 
cjuse  was  useless.  Why  should  they  burden  themselves 
with  the  care  of  infants,  and  why  especially  should 
female  children  live  to  be  burden  bearers  ?  Vanity  suc- 
ceeded where  reasoning  failed.  Mrs  Leigh  made  some 
sets  of  infant  clothing,  and  gave  them  to  the  baby 
children  of  her  f rieuda,     ^loXJwe^  ^xv^  \»}Oftfc\^  ^^\^  \>is^^ 
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proud  of  the  distinction.  She  then  announced  that 
every  infant  brought  to  her,  not  less  than  a  fortnight  old, 
should  have  a  dress.  She  rightly  judged  that  if  spared  for 
that  time  maternal  love  would  do  the  rest.  The  bait  took, 
and  at  a  trifling  expense  scores  of  lives  were  saved. 

Domestic  economies  of  v^arious  kinds  had  to  be  practised. 
The  wooden  chimney  of  the  Mission-house  exposed  them  to 
constant  danger  of  fire,  and  one  of  brick  was  a  desideratum. 
A  bed  of  clay  was  found.  Mr  I^eigh  prepared  a  mould, 
trod  the  clay,  and  soon  had  a  store  of  sun-dried  bricks. 
Next  lime  was  neederi.  Pipi  shells  were  burned,  a  rude 
sieve  of  liax  fibre  was  constructed,  mortar  made,  anrl  then 
with  a  wooden  trowel,  and  patient  labour,  a  chimn(\y  was 
built,  which  stood  for  years  as  a  moiiument  of  his  inrjuslry. 


were  delivered  as  opportunity  served.  Not  only  on 
Sundays,  but  on  weekdays  meetings  were  held.  Kaingas 
at  a  distance  as  well  as  those  near  home  were  regularly 
visited.  Family  worship  was  state<lly  maintained  morning 
and  evening.  Soon  the  Maoris  learned  to  sit  in  comparative 
quietness  while  that  proceeded.  When  in  a  milder  mood, 
they  listened  attentively  to  the  teaching,  and  some  at 
times  seemed  to  be  impressed. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  cultivate  the  soil.  With  spades 
and  hoes  a  portion  of  the  Mission  Station  was  broken 
up  and  sown  with  wheat.  The  Maoris,  keen  to  imitate, 
broke  up  a  portion  of  their  ground  also,  and,  being  supplied 
with  seefJ,  scattered  it  abroad.  Soon  the  blade  appeared. 
Naturally  not  a  few  pulled  it  uj)  to  find  the  grain.     Others 


IloKiANGA  Cemetery. 

Cemetery  on  Mis:<ion  Statiou,  Maiujunyu,  where  mont  of  tJiaac 

His  boots  wearing  out,  h<^  had  to  turn  shoemaker  also. 
Two  pieces  of  wood,  shaped  like  a  sole,  and  sawn  across  to 
form  a  hinge,  mrde  a  foundation.  Then  his  wife  cut  out 
the  upper  part  from  a  dogskin  dressed  with  the  hair  on. 
The  brogues  were  somewhat  inelastic,  no  doubt,  but  they 
served  their  purpose.  The  stock  of  soap,  salt,  and  candles 
running  out,  the  busy  housewife  manufactured  such  sub- 
stitutes as  she  was  able  from  tallow,  w(X)d  ashes,  and  salt 
water  evaporated. 

Meantime,  directly  spiritual  work  was  not  neglected. 
They  were  diligent  in  acquiring  a  l>etter  knowledge  of  the 
language.  Brief  discourses  were  prepared  on  the  creation 
and  fall  of  man,  the  redemptive  work  of  Cfirist,  and  the 
future  state.      Put  into  short  and  simple  sentences,  these 
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who  (Wed  on  tJie  river  iii  the  enrly  (lny>i  irere  i)iterred. 

had  greater  patience,  anrl  to  these  ihvro  came  in  due  time 
"the  ear  and  the  full  corn  in  the  ear."  When  they  saw  this, 
and  that  their  grain  wjus  as  good  as  the  Missionary's,  they 
were  as  excited  and  eager  us  children.  The  i*eaping 
was  carried  out  with  great  rejoicing.  "  Oh,  it  was 
grand,"  writes  Mr  Leigh;  "it  was  truly  grand  to  see 
the  chiefs  approaching  our  residence,  carrying,  some 
eight  sheaves,  some  ten,  being  the  first  crop  reaped  by  the 
aborigines  from  tho  virgin  soil  of  Wesleydale.'  Doubtless, 
visions  of  the  time  when  the  valleys  should  be  covered 
with  corn  and  the  pastures  clothed  with  flocks,  cheei-ed  the 
brave  pioneer.  How  the  grain  was  to  be  prepared  for 
food  was  the  next  question.  With  wondering  eyes  the 
natives  looked  on,  and  saw  the  grain  thrashed   with  the 
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flail,  winnowed  by  the  wind,  ground  in  a  handmill,  made 
into  dough,  and  baked.  When  the  loaves  weie  taken  out 
of  the  oven,  loud  and  long  were  the  exclamations  of 
pleasure  and  surprise.  All  were  anxious  to  repeat  the 
experiment.  Indian  corn,  also  introduced,  grew  freely, 
and,  roasted  or  pounded  by  the  natives,  proved  a  welcome 
addition  to  their  dietary.  Various  vegetables  and  fruit 
trees  flourished  in  the  Mission  garden,  and  soon  the  primitive 
establishment  began  to  present  an  appearance  of  comfort. 
But  the  constant  toil  which  this  involved — toil  both 
with  the  hands  and  brain — together  with  the  strain  upon 
the  nerves,  inseparable  from  their  surroundings,  utterly 
broke  down  Mr  Leigh's  health.  The  house  was  neither 
wind  nor  weather  proof.  Afttu*  a  long  spell  of  rain,  his 
strength  gave  way.  A  fierce  fever  held  liiin  in  its  grasp, 
and  he  pitifully  said,  "  If  I  cannot  be  prot(H'te(l  from  the 
rain,  J  shall  surely  die."  No(,"(\ssity  was  once  more  the 
mother  of   invention.     Some  of   the   *;oods   brought   from 


fatherland,  and  how  curious  they  were  about  all  they  saw, 
may  be  better  imagined  than  described.  There  were 
presented  that  night  special  thanksgivings  and  earnest 
prayers.  The  two  ministers  who  arrived  so  opportunely 
were  both  capable  men,  who  for  many  yeai*s  proved  them- 
selves faithful  Missionaries  and  true  friends  of  the  Maori 
people.  They  at  once  set  to  work.  Nor  were  they  long  in 
gaining  experience  of  the  possibilities  and  hardships  of  the 
life  they  had  chosen.  On  the  Monday  subsequent  to  their 
arrival  part  of  a  building  in  course  of  erection  fell  suddenly 
and  bruised  them  both  severely.  An  example  of  the  uncertain 
temper  of  the  natives  also  was  not  wanting.  The  chief 
George  came  to  inquire  when  Mr  Marsden  might  be 
expected.  He  was  told  that  the  captain  of  the  vessel  was 
afraid  to  bring  it  into  their  harbour.  In  a  towering  rage, 
h(»  said,  '*T(»11  Mr  Leigh  to  write  immediately,  and  let 
them  know  that  if  they  don't  come,  you  must  all  go."  A 
few  (lays  after  he  came,  bringing  Mrs  Turner  with   him. 


Carved  Maori  Caxde. 

England  had  been  packwl  in  a  wino  pipe.  These  were  now 
reniovwl,  and,  one  end  being  left  open,  he  en>j»t  into  this 
improvised  hospital  on  his  hands  and  knees.  For  days 
there  was  a  struggle  between  the  force  of  the  fever  and  the 
strength  of  his  constitution.  Surrounded  as  they  wen?  by 
"  man-eaters,"  and  not  knowing  when  their  ferocity  might 
be  i-cmsed,  the  position  of  the  lone  missionary  and  his 
wife  was  sufficiently  trying.  Ihit  they  had  counted  tha 
cost.  No  murmur  escaped  the  r  lips.  They  used  such 
simple  remedies  as  they  had,  and  ciist  their  care  upon  God. 
Refreshment  and  help  were  at  hai.d.  On  August  6th, 
while  working  at  the  buildings,  two  gentlemen  in  English 
crwtume  were  seen  approaching.  Thes.*  proved  to  be  the 
Revs  Nathaniel  Turner  and  John  Hobbs,  who  had  been 
sent  to  reinforce  the  Mission,  and  who  landed  at  the  Bav 
three  days  previously.  How  warm  a  welcome  they 
received,   how   eagerly   they   were   questioned   about    the 
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The  natives  regarded  him  as  a  great  chief.  Tiiey  came  in 
numbers  to  welcome  him,  and  Un-  some  lime  kept  th(»  place 
in  an  uproar.  When  the  excitement  abated,  Mr  Marsden 
insp«'cte<l  the  station,  and  on  seeing  the  huilding  and 
fences  erected,  the  furniture  made  with  rude  tools,  and 
the  cultivation  carried  on,  expressed  his  surprise  that  so 
much  could  have  been  accomplished  in  so  short  a  time. 
He  also  inquired  as  to  th(»  attendance  at  service,  the 
progress  of  schools,  and,  with  fatherly  interest,  "  strength- 
ened their  hands  in  God." 

Both  Mr  Marsden  and  the  nnvly-ar rived  Missionaries 
were  shocked  by  Mr  Leigh's  appearance.  Though  the 
fever  had  run  its  coui-se,  he  was  exceedingly  w«3ak,  and 
suffered  acute  pain.  Afti*r  consultation,  they  decided  that 
a  change  to  New  South  Wales,  where  medical  aid  could  be 
obtained,  was  imperative.  ^kS»  ts^^vsAve.  V5^  ^i^\«v\s\xi::wv^5»J^^^ 
were  inirei.\ueT\t,  \i  >n^  «\^o  tv^^^^i  >Oc\aXa  \v^.  ^w^^^^^j^^^ 
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by  the  v(»ssel  in  which  thoy  caino.  It  is  obvious  that  such 
a  decision  wjus  only  arrived  at  under  the  strongest  pressure 
of  necessity.  It  meant  that  Messrs  Turner  and  Hobbs, 
withinit  a  knowledge  of  the  hingua;;(%  were  to  be  left  alone. 
It  involved  Mrs  Turner  occu[)ying  the  position  Mrs  Ix»i«j:h 
haxl  done,  of  being  left  without  i'eniale  companionship  of 
her  own  race.  What  was  still  moie  serious  was  that  the 
influence  which  Mr  Leigh  luul  gained  by  mcmths  of  self- 
denying  toil  h;ul  to  Ix?  sacrificed.  To  In'm  also  it  was  a 
sev(»re  trial.  The  attendance  at  servic(»s  was  stejwlily 
growing.  More  decorum  was  observed.  Occasionally 
clo.«e  attenticm  was  given  to  th(^  word  preached,  and  signs 
of  emotion  were*  seen.  A  few  had  learned  to  pray,  ami 
children  were  becoming  anxious  for  instruction.  All  this 
made   him    verv   reluctant    to  leave.       Uut    there  was    no 


disaster.  Certainly  disaster  came.  A  strong  eiusterly 
wind  sprung  up,  and,  in  tacking  to  get  clear  of  the  Bay, 
the  vessel  stiuck  upon  a  sunken  rock.  At  once  she  bt»gan 
to  till  with  water.  The  bo4it  was  launched  and  the*  clerical 
party  and  tlu*  Maoris  put  within,  but  without  provisions. 
After  hard  pulling  they  discovered  land,  and  were  put  (»ii 
shore  on  an  uniidiabited  island.  The  lx)at  went  bfick,  tm>k 
the  otlicei*s  and  crew  on  boaitl,  and  shortly  after  the  ill- 
fated  v(vss(»l  went  to  j>ieces.  As  the  storm  continued,  the 
litth*  jiarty  on  the  island  sullered  much  from  want  of  f«»fHl 
and  water.  Fortunately  a  canoe,  driven  out  of  its  ccmrse, 
calle<l,  an<l  tlu»  occupants  gave  them  potat4)es  and  built  a 
teni}>orary  shelter.  They  also  agrenl  to  tell  the  friends  of 
the  Mission.  Hut  for  three  (Lays  an<l  nights  their  suflerings 
were  great.      Hy  this  mishap  Air  Leigh  lost  .all  his  luggage 
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alt<Tnativ(?,  and  hc^  ac(]uiesced  in  the  projiosal.  Tlu* 
natives  showed  great  regret.  One  askeil  if  they  luwl  been 
praying  to  Jehovah  for  his  rcn-overy,  and  wjiether  the 
others  would  leave  Wesleydale  should  he  die.  IVing 
satisfied  on  these  points,  he  said,  ''Cm  to  New  South 
Wales  ;  get  better  and  come  back  to  me  soon.  If  you  do  I 
will  not  go  U)  war  again,  but  st^iyat  home  an<l  plant  kumara." 
Such  expressions,  voluntarily  nuide,  were  a  strong  testimony 
to  the  influence  gained. 

All  the  dangers  were  not  yet  over.  Th(»  vess(»l  in  which 
Messi-s  Marsden,  I-KMgh,  and  some  natives  had  taken 
passage  for  Sydney,  set  sail  on  a  Sunday.  The  natives 
urged  Mr  Marsden  to  prevent  it,  and  when  he  replied  that, 
being  only  a  passenger,  he  could  not  do  so,  they  predicted 


and  ,£10  in  cash.  The  cftect'^on  his  health  was  disastrous, 
and  for  a  time  it  seemed  doubtful  wh«'th<T  he  would  survive. 
A  rest  at  the  T>ay  refresh<Ml  him,  another  vessel  called,  and 
by  hei- 1  he  intrepid  and  uncomj>laining  Alissionary  was  safelv 
landed  in  Sydney.  His  actual  labour  in  New  Zealand  thus 
covered  a  pericnl  of  less  than  two  years.  But  in  that  time 
he  hjwl  done*  nuich.  H(»  had  located  th(»  Mission,  gained  the 
resptH't  of  some  of  the  worst  natives,  and  made  considerable 
progress  in  the  language.  He  had  taught  the  Maoris  the 
elementary  truths  of  leligion,  seen  some  of  them  impressed, 
and  a  large  numlxM*  desirous  of  the  blessings  of  civilisation. 
To  him  and  to  his  determined  advocacy  the  inception  of  the 
Mission  was  due.  Though  henceforth  unable  to  ivturn. 
his  zeal  knew  no   abatement.     Through  a  long  series  of 
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^  lie  iloligiittMl  ill  tlie  rei>ort^  that  winie  of  the  progress 
le  work.  His  pei*sonal  oxj>eriences  an<l  his  uninmtCHl 
esses  were  an  incrctising  stimulus  to  the  Methodists  of 
and  to  s<»nd  forth  oth«»r  agents  until  M}U)ridoin  was 
for  Christ. 

pssrs  Turner  and  IT«)l)l)s  built  wisely  and  well  on  the 
:lation  laid.  They  toiled  patiently  at  the  language, 
gradually  Ixvani*'  familiar  therewith.  Hoth  spoke  it 
free<lom,  and  the  latter  so  happily  adai)ttHl  himself  to 
nost  admired  speei- 
»  of  native  oratory 
}iect  )m(»  ex  oee<  1  i  n  gly 
tive.  In  their  home 
illustratinl  the  com- 

und  deeencies  of 
Isation,  and  they 
ht  to  inculeatt^  re- 
to  the  courtesies  of 

They  visit«Kl  the 
le   in    th(Mr   homes 

assiduously.  Pos- 
d  of  some   UMMlieal 

they  also  soiiglit 
elieve  th«»  physi«'al 
rings  of  the  pecjpic, 
cun*H  which  tliey 
rted  greatly  in- 
led  their  inHiiem-e. 
ols  were  kept  uj», 
a    few   learned    to 

and  write.  Tn- 
ngJy  they  s<»iight 
urn  their  heat  lien 
ilj4»urs  "  from  dai  k- 
to  light,  and  from 
Kiwerof  Satan  iint<» 
"  Th(»y  came  \nes- 
'  to  a  lM»tter  under- 
ling of  the  Maori 
iicter.  They  saw 
there  was  a  eh i hi ish 
icness  and  euriosity, 
the  childish  faeility 
iH'ing  pi  east  kI  witli 
•8.  Thus  at  ordin- 
tiiiies  they  were 
-huiiionnHl,    merry, 

attnuaive.       lUit 

also  realises]  that 
were  liable  to  fierce 
H    of    pjission,    and 

restraint  was  a 
jf  unknown.  Their 
UHge  then  wtis  filthy 
he    extreme,     their 
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alxHuinahh',  and  human  life  of  no  value  at  all. 
inunlies  and  tragedies  eanie  near  togft her  in  their  life, 
lativ*'  iMMUg  very  ill,  the  Missionaries,  folh>wing  the 
ic  healing  methods  of  those  days,  apf)li<Hl  a  blister. 
jn  the  chief  saw  its  effects  on  the  skin,  h«»  IxHrame  very 
y,  and  threateiUMJ  to  take  their  lives  if  it  turned  out 
y.  On  tln^  sick  man  re<;ovoring  he  was  etjually  loud  in 
;  prai.se.  This  proved  most  opiHirtune.  A  lighting 
y  came  from  Hokianga  U>  ravage  the  settlement,  but 
old  chief  dwelt  so  on  this  blister  and  its  wonderful 
ta,  that  ihey  departed  without  doing  harm.     Yet  this 


very  chief  twice  tried  to  shoot  Mr  Turner,  and  was  aftcr- 
waifls  discovered  to  have  been  the  instigator  of  all  the 
devilry  and  mischief  which  went  on.  One  mcniing,  while 
working,  a  native*  i-emark(*<l  (juite  casuall}'^,  "Thr^y  aix^ 
roasting  a  slave  in  the  village.''  Hjistening  thither,  the 
Missionaries  found  the  statement  only  too  true.  A  large 
number  of  peoj»le  were  assrmbled,  and  between  two  burning 
lauri  logs  they  saw  a  lunnan  IkmIv  being  cookt^l.  Being 
sick  and  lik<'ly  to  die,  his  master  luul  murdered  him,  and 

they  were  prejmring  to 
feast  on  the  remains. 
Permission  was  sought 
t'O  int^'r  the  corpse,  and 
granted  with  reluctance. 
On  another  occasion, 
they  were  told  Ruatara 
harf  killed  his  little 
slave.  The  murderer 
was  met  carrying  a 
billluMjk  wet  with  blo<Ml. 
With  the  utmost  e<M)l- 
ness,  he  took  them  to 
the  place  where  he  killed 
t!ie  hul.  His  offence 
was  that  of  stealing  a 
small  [>ortion  of  f(KHl, 
and  all  their  n*asoning 
failed  toctmvince  either 
<hief  or  people  that 
there  was  anything  im- 
projuM*  or  excessive  in 
the  punishment. 

Some  iiici<lents  of  an 
oi)posite  kind  gave  them 
encouragement.  The 
same  Huatara  after- 
wards exj)ressed  the 
hoj)e  that  they  had  uni 
told  .Jehovah  of  his  evil 
dtjings,  whii'h  they  t<K>k 
as  a  sign  that  conscience 
was  beginning  to  work. 
A  youth  whom  they 
eniployiMl  was  called 
away  to  help  his  mother. 
They  scarcely  ex[>ected 
to  see  him  again  ;  but 
presently  h(>  returiKnl, 
s.iying,  *'  I  found  that 
the  longer  T  stayed 
away,  the  more  quickly 
did  the  things  you 
taught  me  go  out  of 
,  .  , ,        .     ,  mv  head.       I   am  come 

'     •  '  that    you     may     bnng 

them  back  to  me.'  A  schoolmom  was  built  at  one  of  the 
villages.  The  Catechism  had  Iwen  translate*!,  and  the 
children  learnt  it  by  h<»art,  showing  they  luwl  exct'llent 
memories.  But  the  Missionaries  sagaciously  observinl 
that  the  restless  eye.  ami  the  mechanical  manner  of  its 
repetition,  showed  that  the  truths  made  a  very  faint 
impression. 

A  wooden   house  was  built    in  place  of  the  former  raupo 
hut.     To   prevent    theft,    the  removal  of    their  goods  was 
done  by  nuMmlight.     Kveu  Uvv^wwW^^v  vn'I  \vvA.>?>  >i5^^  <l'^xxvi\ 
off.     The  vo\)\)eYvi  vsvjYt  i<.>\\v>v.vidL *\\\Vjo  x\\v:  \i>^.'^\.  vcv^^  Vi>axv^ 
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actually  <lividiiig  the  spoil.     Some  fled,   but  three  chiefs 
stood  tlieir  [ground,  and  one  patlietically  f»aid,  **I  am  tapu  ; 
I  cannot  touch  it."     The  others  ha<l  secreted  various  t<M)ls 
under  their  mats,  but  by  firmness  and  a  little  banter  they 
were  recovered.      The  followinp:  niorninj^  the  mission-yard 
was  filled  with  arme<l  men,  who  uttered  the  most  friglitfui 
yells.    The  chief  Te 
Puhi,    who  was  so 
sacred  the  previous 
night,    now    threw 
tlie  clothes  from  the 
washing-tub  to  his 
folio  Wei's.     An    at- 
tack  on  the  house 
followed.        Mrs 
Turner,  h(;r  infant 
child,  and   a  young 
European  girl  \vei-e 
the  only  ones  with- 
in.      They    bani- 
cadwl  the  door,  .ukI 
when     the     Maoris 
found  it  could  not  be 
forced,  they   looted 
everything  portable 
outside,    aiul    then 
quietly  retired.    To 
turn    tragedy    into 
farce,    one    of    the 
chief  offenders  came 
back  almost  inune<liately,  and,  after  a  friendly  greeting  by 
rubbing  noses,  imj)ud(Mitly  sat  down  at  the  breakfast  table 
and  not  only  heljK-d  himst'lf,  but  supplied   a  friend  who  an 
hour  before*  had  stcjlen  a  large  iron  j)ot.      It  re(|iiire(l  Lnace 
to    enter    in    the    Mission    .jouinal,    as    tliey   did,    "  Ln\e 
endureth  all  things." 

Always  their  supreme  anxiety  was  to  inipiaiit  religious 
truth,  to  promote  purity  of  life  and  gentleness  of  niainieis. 
Thus  they  not  only  preached  sermons,  but  diseiisstd  with 
the  Maoris  the  (piesticm  of  the  immortality  of  tiie  soul,  the 
resurreeticm  of  the  dead,  an<l  the  gener.al  judi^nient. 
They  protested  with  all  their  might  against  horrid  and 
barbarous  customs,  and  sought  to  ins])ire  reverence  for  the 
Lord's  Day.  Sometimes  they  were  cheered  by  proofs  that 
their  labour  was  not  altogether  in  vain.  \\:u\  weather 
having  prevented  attendance  at  one  of  the  distant  schools 
for  scmie  (h»ys,  an  old  man  remark(Ml  win  n  they  next  came, 
"Great  is  the  desire  of  my  hejirt  that  you  would  teach  me 
the  words  of  ycmr  book.  I  want  to  read  about  Jehovah.' 
A  war  party  from  a  distance  was  comj)letely  disarmed  by 
being  taken  to  the  schoolroom  and  hearing  the  children 
repeat  the  Catechism  and  join  in  song.  Ihit  progress  was 
slow  at  the  lH»st,  and  of  one  of  their  schools  the  record  is  : 
'*  There  are  children  here  who  hiive  been  present  one 
hundred  and  twelve  days,  and  cannot  even  now  write  the 
alphabet."  Not  infrequently  they  had  to  act  as  mediators. 
The  ship  Hmlcavour  came  into  the  harbour  with  two 
deputies  from  the  London  Missionary  Society  on  lx>ard. 
Natives  swarmerl  on  board,  and,  as  usual,  helpcnl  themselves. 
Trying  to  (^lear  them  from  the  deck,  a  chief  was  jostled. 
Immediately  they  became  furious.  The  vessel  was  seized, 
the  captain  and  visitors  bound,  axes  were  brandished,  and 
the  limbs  of  the  victims  suggestively  felt.  They  were  in 
mortal  U»rror,  when  the  Mission  boat  appeared.  Explana- 
tions were  made,  peace  restored,  and  the  captives  liberated. 
The  Missionaries  judged  that    in    this  case   they  hiwl  no 


intention  to  commit  bloodshed,  but  simply  sought  to 
frighten  the  strangers.  Certainly  that  was  done  effectively. 
Subsequently  another  trouble  arose  with  the  same  vessel. 
The  captain  averred  they  stole  his  boat  and  then  tried  to 
sell  it  to  him.  The  Maoris  affirmed  the  boat  was  adrift, 
and  so  belonged  to  the  finders.  Eventually  the  diffei*enc<» 
wjus  amicably  settlwl.  Work  like  this  did  not  make  much 
show,  and  was  trying  to  the  nerves.  I^ut  they  gainwl 
thereby  the  blessing  of  the  peactMuakeis. 

FoikI  supj)lies  ran  short.  Potatoes  were  the  staple 
article  ui  diet.  Of  these  the  Mission  party  ha<l  <»nly 
sufficient  for  food.  A  foraging  expedition  became  neces- 
sary. The  boat  was  maimed,  and  they  visited  vilhiges 
lying  further  north  in  order  to  i)ui chase.  They  had  an 
adventurous  voyage.  The  nativ(»s  indeed  recoiveil  them 
kindly.  They  secured  a  small  supply  of  fish,  but  ')ther 
food  was  scarce  :  and  after  two  such  tours,  during  which 
they  travelled  some  hundreds  of  mil(»s,  they  returned  empty- 
handed.  The  wejithei-  had  been  most  boisterous,  and  their 
own  natives  on  th<'ir  return  remarked  :  '*  Vou  are  a  mad- 
biaiiied  tribe,  and  have  narrowly  escaped  <li owning."  The 
harv(^st  that  followed  was  abundant,  and  present  nvwh 
were  amply  supplied.  Kejoiciiig  at  this,  the  ^1  issjtmaries 
concerted  ])!aiis  for  enlar^ini,'  scliool  buildings,  and  resolved 
to  make  sjjecial  appeals  to  the  voung  to  decide  for  Christ. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  on  reviewing  the  situation,  they 
found  thai  cuIii\ation  was  extending,  their  knowltnlge  of 
the  languau'e  was  i^ieatei-.  considerably  more  res]H»ct  was 
j)aid  to  tin  in,  and  the  i  atixcs  were  more  p(\'iceably  inclined. 
Within  a  ni«»nth  they  were  in  the  miilst  of  war's  alarm**. 
To  settle  an  «»1(1  (juarrel,  a  fighting  j»arty,  well  equipped, 
came  fioni  I lokianl,^•^.  They  lilled  twi  nty  can<  es,  and  in  a 
bay  to  the  north  sei/ed  on«  of  the  Wesleyan  Missionaries 
and  Mr  \\'illian:s.  of  the  Church  Mission,  le-t  they  should 
cairy  news  i)\'  their  coniini,^      Th.'s;»  good   men  preached   to 

,».  ,*  their  capt<;rs,  and 
"l!^!  ^•^♦'^J  their  influence 
for  peac(\  It  schem- 
ed useless,  for  at  10 
o'clock  a  inght  at- 
tack was  decided 
upon.  The  moon 
shone  blight ly,  iho 
water  was  placid, 
and  in  absolute 
^tillness,  theho^t'le 
ileet  glide<l  into  the 
harbour,  when  the 
invachrs  suddenly 
awakened  thesleep- 
eis  by  shouts  of 
defiance.  A  few 
skirmishes  tcsok 
place,  but,  owing 
largely  to  the  Mis- 
sion influence,  the 
loss  of  life  was 
Rkv.  J  Wat.lis.  j^,,,,^ii    a  few  weeks 

alter  a  tumult  arose  without  apparent  cause,  and  a  native 
tried  to  spear  Mr  Turner.  A  brig  called  the  Mcrcni'!/  called 
for  supplies.  learning  that  an  attack  was  to  be  made,  they 
found  the  Maoris  indignant  because  the  sailors  were  trading 
on  Sunday.  F'inding  it  impossible  to  restrain  them,  they 
advised  the  captain  to  put  to  sea.  In  doing  so,  some  of 
the  natives  were  knocked  overboard.  This  provoked 
retaliation,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  vessel  was  in  their 
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Possession  and  close  to  the  shoiv.  Once  more  the 
Missuniaries  went  on  boanl,  renionstratecJ,  and  after  a 
while  tlie  vesHt»l  was  given  up.  They  accompanied  th(»ni 
outside  the  Heads.  It  was  well  they  did,  for  a  storm  came 
on  ;  tln»  dismantlef]  vesst?!  Wcame  unmanageable,  and  only 
throujrh  having  the  Mission  hoat  rlid  the  crew  escape  with 
tlieir  lives.  The  native-;  daily  became  mon*  turbulent.  It 
waM  clear  there  was  mischief  afoot,  and  on  the  advic«?  of 
the  experienc(?d  Missionaries  at  the  I5ay,  the  wimien  and 
childn^n  were  sent  there  for  safety.  At  this  junctuni  the 
cliief  ( KM)r«^(j  was  seizt^l  witn  mortal  illness.  1 1  is  disposition, 
however,  was  unchanijcd.  He  talkeil  of  nothing  but 
muskets,  and  his  lament  was  that  he  had  not  more  fully 
av(«nged    on    the    KurojuNins  the  (h'ath   of  his  father,  who 


European  vi^ssels  calling  again,  and  so  a  fruitful  source  of 
wealth  would  be  stopi>ed.  He  then»fore  brought  his 
warrioi's  ov(»r  to  chastise*  the:  Whangaroa  natives.  Fortu- 
nately, Hongi  an<l  his  second  in  command  invito! 
themselves  to  dinner  at  the  Mission-house  l)efore  hostilities 
began.  A  present  was  given  them,  ih(»y  attended  Divine 
service,  and  the  next  morning  consented  to  meet  the  chiefs 
in  a  friendly  way,  an<l  the  st^Min  Wew  over.  As  the 
months,  however,  went  by,  the  horizon  gnulually  became 
dark(»r.  Outbreaks  of  ferocity  were  frequent.  Slaves 
were  killed.  Kven  relatives  were  attacked.  S«»me,  in  fear 
of  the  dreadeel  Hongi,  tied  to  Hokianga.  An  ohl  chief 
called  Te  Una  lay  upon  his  deathlx^d.  In  his  last  hours, 
he  sent  for  a   slave  and    ordered    him  to  be  shot,  that   he 
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fM-rished  in  the  ///#////  explosion.  When  he  passed  away 
the  Mission  ]»arty  expected  their  home  would  be  plundered, 
and  that  probably  they  might  be  killed.  Fortunately, 
though  the  marauders  thirsted  for  bloc»d,  they  contentinl 
themselves  with  killing  a  duck.  A  season  of  tranquility 
followefJ,  Mrs  Turner  and  the  domestics  returned,  and  the 
usual  work  of  the  Mission  was  resumed. 

The  lull  was  of  short  duration.  Hongi,  having  carried 
slaughter  and  death  to  the  Thames  tribes,  next  fought  vritli 
tliose  of  Kaipai-a.  Both  sides  showed  the  utmost  bravery, 
but  the  gn'at  chieftain's  son  was  left  dead  on  the  field. 
Shortly  after  he  heaitl  of  the  pluneler  of  the  Afnrttn/.  He 
was  astute  enough  to  mn}  that  such  pranks  would  prevent 


might  acc:»m]>any  him  as  his  servant  to  the  invisible  world. 
Waikato,  another  chief  who  was  pn'sent,  prevented  this 
cruel  order  being  carried  out,  whereupon  the  dying  man, 
jailling  his  muskets  to  him,  discharged  them  into  his  own 
breast,  that  he  nn'ght,  as  he  said,  take  these  tiery  messengers 
with  him.  This  was  a  man  who  had  been  there  during  the 
whole  peri(xl  of  the  ^Mission's  working,  and  liis  tragic  end 
siuldened  them  not  a  little.  So  amid  gloom  and  sorrow, 
the  year  ended. 

In  January,    1S-J7,    Hongi  determined    to  carry  out  the 
intention   expresseel   some  months    before,   and   swee}>  the 
Whangaroii  natives  from  off  the  face  of  tW  vn\xV\\.     V^v  ^\^:^ 
sufferin;^  not  oi\\y  iwrnx  v\W?vX'\^^^^\  v\\\^\\ava\^>  VnsX  Vwnwx 
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domestic  troubles.  His  evil  clet»cls  were  returning  on  his 
own  he^.  Moral  misconduct  discovered  had  led  to  the 
suicide  of  a  son-in-law  and  of  one  of  his  own  wives,  and 
another  wife  was  put  to  death  by  him  as  an  tict  of 
vengeance.  But  his  thirst  for  blood  was  not  appt»ase<l,  and 
on  Sunday,  the  4th,  he  arrived  at  Whangaroa  with  a  Heet  of 
canoes  and  some  scoies  of  his  redoubtable  warriois.  All 
the  residents  were 
greatly  alarmed. 
Many  of  them  hur- 
ried away  to  Hoki- 
anga  for  safety, 
talking  their  wives 
and  slaves  witii 
them.  Among  these 
was  the  old  chief  Te 
Puhi.  To  tlie  rest 
Hongi  sent  a  mes- 
sage that  he  wished 
them  to  assist  in 
dishxlging  tin*  Nga- 
tepo  from  th«»  j)ah 
of  which  mention 
was  made  as  situate 
on  the  toj)  of  an  al- 
most perpendicular 
rock.  With  the  loss 
of  .several  lives  this 
wjis  accomplished, 
and  th<*n  the  na- 
tives removed  their 
"wives  and  children 
to  th(»  con(|ueror's 
camp.  The  Mission 
party  wen*  tiuis  left 
alone,  and,  accord- 
ing to  Maori  cus- 
tom, w(4*e  at  the 
mercy  of  any  mar- 
auding l>arty.  Mr 
James  Stack,  a 
young  layman  wlio 
had  joineii  the  Mis- 
sion, hjid  been  sent 
with  a  letter  to  the 
Bay  seeking  coun- 
sel and  help.  He- 
fore  his  return  the 
cnsis  cauH*.  Hongi 
liml  promised  that 
their  lives  would  be 
spared,  but  this 
promise  did  not 
extend  to  their 
property.  A  de- 
tachment of  his  men 
came,  and,  questiimed  as  to  their  intentions,  rej»lie(l,  "We  are 
come  to  take  away  y<mr  things  and  burn  your  i)nMnises ;  your 
place  is  deserted  and  you  are  a  broken  people.''  Kcsistance 
was  useless.  WIumi,  then^fore,  the  n(»xt  morning,  they 
Ijegan  to  sack  the  premises,  the  Mission  paity  left  to  Hce 
for  their  lives.  There  were  Mr  and  Mrs  Turner  and  two 
children,  the  youngest  of  whon>  was  oidy  fivt^  weeks  old, 
Luke  Ward,  a  European  servant  and  his  wife,  Mr  llobbs, 
Miss  Davis  (a  young  lady  friend  from  the  Bay),  and  three 
or  four  native  lads.      Heavy  rain    was    falling,  and  they 
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had  a  journey  of  twenty  miles  before  them  over  mountain- 
ous country.  Coming  through  a  field  of  wheat,  the  women 
were  sf)on  drenched.  They  had  only  the  clothes  they  stofxi 
in,  and  a  little  fiwMl  for  the  childrtm.  Pushing  their  way 
through  the  bush,  tlie  native  boys  Ix^gged  them  to  hide,  as 
a  wai'  pai'ty  was  on  its  way  from  Hokianga^  and  they 
would    certainly  be   killed.      Mr  Turner  was    very  much 

avei'se  to  this,  and, 
af  t^n*  i-esting  a  short 
time,  the}'  pushed 
on.  Pi-esently  they 
met  one  of  their 
own  chiefs  and 
Ware-nui,  from  the 
Bay,  to  whom  they 
appealiMl  for  lielp. 
Presently,  on  turn- 
ing a  sharp  l>end  in 
the  rivor,  they 
cam<\suddenlyui^»n 
the  Hokianga 
party,  some  200 
men,  fully  armed 
with  muskets  and 
bayonets.  These 
were  under  the 
command  of  Patu- 
one,  a  great  chief, 
and  all  w(M*e  in  a 
state  of  gi*eat  ex- 
citement. Patuone 
at  once  h.alted  his 
men,  and  called 
upon  the  fugitives 
to  kneel  down. 
They  did  so,  ex- 
j)ectng  to  l>e  shot, 
liut,  to  their  joyful 
surprise,  Patuone 
and  other  chiefs 
came  and  stoiMl  by 
them  as  a  defence, 
until  thelast  of  the 
fighting  men  hafi 
l)assed  by.  He  and 
I  lis  fellow  -  chiefs 
then  cordially 
saluted  them,  ex- 
pressed sympathy 
with  their  misftir- 
tunes,  and  a.ssured 
th'MU  of  their gtKKl- 
will.  Mr  Turner  in 
his  journal,  pub- 
lisher] in  the  Wes- 
ley an  Mis-sionary 
Notices,  gra])hically  descriix's  their  anxiety,  their  relief 
when  the  dreaded  warriors  proved  to  be  friends,  and  their 
sate  arrival  at  Kerikcri,  on<^  of  the  Church  of  England 
stations.  Mr  Turner's  infant  child,  brought  through  such 
j>erils,  and  baptised  by  his  father  at  Kerikeri,  is  now  the 
If  1)11.  .1.  S.  Turner,  M.L.C,  of  Brisbane,  who  for  many 
v<*ars  has  occupied  a  high  jKJsition  in  Queensland. 

Meantime  at  Whangaroa  the  destruction  of  the  Mission 
Station  wiis  ccmiplete.  The  dwelling  and  outhouses,  the 
barn,  which  had  a  sui)ply  of   grain  and  flour  for  twelve 
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mouths,  were  all  burned,  everything  of  value  having  been 
previously  carried  away.      The  cattle,  goats,  and  poultry 


were    killed    and   the   fruit   trees   cut  down.      Even    the 
growing  crops  were  uprooted.     Nothing  remained  to  mark 

the  site  except  the  brick 
chimney  which  Mr  Leigh  had 
built.  The  remdent  natives 
were  literally  exterminated. 
For  some  time  the  ovens  of 
Hongi's  camp  were  filled  with 
human  victims.  Not  more 
than  twenty  escaped.  Hongi 
pursued  his  foes  as  far  as  Man- 
ganmka,  a  tributary  of  the 
Hokianga.  In  a  fight  which 
took  place  there  he  was 
wounded,  and,  after  suffering 
for  a  year,  he  passed  away. 

VoY  the  present,  however, 
the  ^Jission  was  at  an  end. 
Indeed,  the  prospects  were  so 
gloomy  and  tlie  alarms  so 
continuous  that  even  the 
ajL^ents  of  the  Cliurch  Mission 
thought  of  abandoning  it. 
TliGv  (lid  ship  their  goods  to 
►Sydnt^v,  preparatory  to  an 
early  (h  i)arture.  It  was,  we 
may  feel  sure,  with  sad  hearts 
that  Messrs  Turner  and 
Hobbs  saw  the  shores  of  New 
Z(  aland  sink  br'neath  the 
horizon.  They  remembered 
the  high  hopes  with  which 
the  Mission  had  been  com- 
menced, the  continuous  and 
arduous  labour,  the  expendi- 
ture that  had  heen  incurred; 
and  for  the  present  it  wjus 
fi'uitless.  Wesleydale  was  a 
desolation,  and  it  was  proble- 
matic whetluM'  it  could  ever 
again  be  reoccupied.  To  Mr 
Lei^'h  also  it  was  a  severe 
trial.  Only  a  year  before  the 
rejjorts  had  been  most  cheer- 
ing. Now,when  he  welcome<l 
the  fugitives  to  Sydney  in 
February,  1827,  with  true 
sympathy  for  their  misfor- 
tunes and  losses,  there  was  on 
their  part  as  well  as  his  deej) 
s(UT<>w  that  the  effort  had 
been  so  unsuccessful,  and  that 
the  first  offer  of  the  Gospel 
had  been  rejected. 


IlAt  Hau,  Maori  Prophet. 


MARTIN    PHOTO. 


42 


THE  HTStOftY  OP  METHoDTSM  TN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


CiiAPiEK  11.  -A  SECOND  COMMENCEMENT. 

RynjjPnIS  — I<.«*av5n«,' Wcslfvdalf' — CriticiKm  »iid  JiiKtificRtion — Sicoiid  Attonipt- AdvRntaKt^H  of  Man;;Au;<:u — IndiffiTf-nce  and  IiicrcdulilT  of  Xatlvpt. — Death  ami  Burial  "if 
Muriwai— Knncral  Crromonies— FiiNt  Convert— KstabHi*him'nt  of  Scthool — Raco  for  Loariiinj;— JVn  Picture  of  Hokian^'ii  Station  in  the  Thirties — En-ction  of 
Church— Con»r«-t;ation  and  Serviceh—A  Pui'<'<»w«  Arhieved. 


CJllTTICTSM  of  inissionanrs  and  tlR'ir  iiiellio(is  is  eiisy, 
'fj  and  often  |)o]>ular.  There  were  at  the  time  those  who 
thoiii^dit  and  said  that  the  aetionnf  Messi*s  Turner  and 
Hohhs,  in  «;ivini^  up  the  work  at  Wesleydale,  was  preci[)itate 
and  unneeessarv.  EvtMi  now  thi'V  are  liable  to  ho  niisjud^'cnl. 
\\\  JJrett's  **  Early  History  of  Xew  Zealand"  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions whirh  contiMnplatr  siK-h  a  retimnent  is  (|Uote<l,  and 
the  eonnnent  is  ;i(ldr<i :  **  It  is  \«Ty  ditlieult  toknowhow  to 
ehara('t<»rise     such     tliinsy     it'asons    for    a    ronteniplated 


with  all  the  circumstances,  and.  after  takin«jf  time  to  consider 
them,  they  w«»re  delil)erately  confirmc<l  by  tht»  Wesleyan 
a^^ents  in  r(»sid«*nc(».  Thr*y  came  to  the  conclusion  with 
♦;reat  sornnv,  hut  there  sei>m(Hl  no  alternative.  It  i> 
further  necessary  to  add,  that  whei-eas  the  first  i-est»lutinn 
<|Uoted  in  IJrelt's  *' History"  ;Lrivt»s  as  the  reason — **Tlir 
conduct  of  the  nativ(»s  towards  ourselves  in  the  afrair 
(about  the  d<»jL^) "  — the  rcso]uti<»n  as  sent  by  Mr  Turner  t(» 
En,irlan<l,  and  printed  in  his  biograjjliy  in  full,  reads:  ^'Tlie 


M.viii:i   l'onKi:i:Y  at  Wii  vkai:k\m:i  w  \. 

abandonment  of  alle^^ed  duty."  *'  'J'rue,"  it  is  added,  *'l)ut 
it  is  dilKcult  at  this  distance  to  judge  of  the  whole  of  the 
circumstances."  Still  the  impression  is  left  that  there  was 
a  lack  both  of  courage  and  judgment.  Tt  is  proper,  there- 
fore, to  stat<»  that  th«?  res<>lutions  referred  to  were  arrived 
at  in  March  and  April,  Ijsl*."):  that  is  nearly  two  years 
before  they  were  actually  <lriv«'n  away.  The  resolutions 
expresse<l  the  unanimous  judgment  of  the  Episcopal 
Missionaries  at  the   Day  of  Islands,  who  were  ac(|uainted 
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conduct  of  the  natives  towards  oursi^lves  in  the  affair  abovf 
mentioned,  ?./.,  sj)earing  me  and  assaulting  Mr  White.'* 
This  give^  a  different  ;ispect  to  the  whole  question,  and  there 
were  other  urgent  reasons  adiluced. 

This  calunnii*)us  report,  that  they  liad  <leserted  their 
station  without  sutHcient  «-ause,  gave  the  missionaries  much 
pain.  No  one  who  had  a  pi*rst»nal  acquaintance  with  the 
men,  and  who  knew  what  jM-rilsihey  had  braved,  and  what 
untlinchin^-  c(iurag(^  they  had  shown,  believed  for  a  moment 
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that  they  were  intiuenced  by  fear.  They  were  neither 
cravens  nor  cowards.  Moreover,  they  had  too  much  love 
for  the  Maoris  to  think  of  giving  up  altogether.  Many 
years  afterwards  Mr  Turner  wrote  in  a  M.S.  auto-biography  : 
"  This  unfounded  report,  and  the  proceeding  based  upon  it, 


Mks.  W.V'.  White. 

wounded  me  to  the  very  soul  ;  for  1  li.id  ncvt'ifor  ah  lioui", 
amidst  all  our  trials  and  (lan«>;crs  at  Wlian.i^Mroa,  entertained 
the  thought  of  leaving  the  j)lac('  unless  absolutely  com- 
pelled, and  had  I  over  contemplated  an  aet  sodishoiumrable 
to  my  missionary  character,  she  who  shared  in  all  my 
trials  would  h.ave  done  her  utmost  to  hold  me  l)ack  from 
such  a  deed  ;  for,  even  when  liteially  stripped  (»f  (»\(*rv- 
thing,  she  wislied  to  remain  and  connnt  nee  again  in  the 
best  way  we  could.  While  contemplating  taking  her  and 
the  chihlren  to  Sydney,  she  often  imploringly  asked, 
"Cannot  we  remain  anrl  prosecute  oui*  Mission  somewhere 
in  the  land.''  In  the  writer's  healing,  Mr  llohbs  in- 
dignantly repudiated  tlu;  suggestion  :  and  we  have*  no 
doubt  that  Messrs  Wliite  and  Stack,  th«^  other  members  of 
the  Mis,sion  band  at  the  time,  would  hav(»  been  eciually 
emphatic.  What  was  contemplated  by  thes(>  resolutions 
was  not  the  abandoument  of  the  Mission,  but  leaving 
Whangaroa  with  a  view  to  taking  up  the  work  in  some 
more  promising  locality.  This,  after  all,  was  but  carrying 
out  the  Saviour's  injunction  to  his  first  discii>l(!s,  '*  When 
they  persecute  you  in  one  city,  flee  ye  to  another."  The 
fact  that  they  came  to  such  a  conclusion  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  members  of 
the  older  Mission  at  the  Bay  of  Islands  were  of  opinion  that 
tliey  also  would  be  compelled  to  leave.  That  they  still  for 
nearly  two  years  more  prosecuted  their  work  in  Whangaroa 
shows  that  they  were  not  easily  daunted  or  discouraged, 
and  is  the  best  refutation  of  the  slander.  But  justice  to 
their  memory  demands  thai  they  be  cleared  of  the  very 
imputation. 

Justice  also  should  be  done  in  another  direction.  Hongi 
steadfastly  disclaimed  any  intention  of  injuring  the 
missionaries,  or  robbing  them  of  their  property.  He 
declared    that  he    was  altogether  ignorant  of  the  attack 


upon  the  Mission  premises,  till  being  brought  back  to  the 
harbour  wounded,  he  saw  some  of  the  goods  in  the 
canoes.  He  then  gave  orders  that  those  who  had  taken 
them  should  be  plundered,  and  they  fled  for  their  lives. 
He  further  added  that  the  ringleader  in  the  raid  was  the 
wife  of  Te  Puhi,  who  acted  under  the  ordei-s  of  her 
husband.  This  probably  was  the  fact,  for  while  Te  Puhi 
posed  as  the  missionaries'  friend,  it  is  clear  that  he  was 
undependable.  But  it  shows  the  peril  to  which  they 
had  daily  been  exposed,  and  as  a  grim  illustration  of  the 
savagery  of  the*  attack,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  dead 
body  of  one  of  Mrs  Turners  children  was  disinterred,  for 
the  sake  of  securing  the  blanket  in  which  it  had  been 
wrapped. 

On  hearing  of  the  destructi(m  of  th<»  Wesleydale 
Station,  the  Missionary  Committee,  in  London,  held  a 
special  meeting.  A  motion  was  proposed  and  adopted, 
expresshig  de(?p  sympathy  with  the  agents  in  the  losses 
sustained,  but  declaring  that  th(»  work  in  New  Zealand  was 
not  to  be  given  up  wliile  there  remained  any  hope  of 
winninjj:  the  natives  to  Christ.  The  missionaries  were 
instructed  therefore  to  return  at  the  earlicvSt  possible 
I)eri()d.  This  was  in  complete  accord  with  their  (nvn  con- 
victions and  desires.  Very  short  1\' after  the  receipt  of  these 
instructions  tin*  way  seemed  t(^>  be  providentially  opened. 
Word  was  received  that  peace  had  been  restor(»d,  and  the 
brethren  of  the  Kj)iscopal  Church  reported  that  the  Mission 
might  be  reccmimenced.  Within  six  months  from  the  time 
of  their  ariival  in  Sydney  a  meeting  was  held  to  consider 
the  matter,  and  it  was  then  unanimously  resolved  that  a 
further  effort  should  b(»  made. 

The  place  chosen  for  the  new  attempt  was  Hokianga. 
Two  causes,  possibly  three,  (letermine(l  this.      Patu<me,  the 


Mrs.  Turner. 

chief  who  protected  the  mission  party  in  their  flight,  had 
sent  a  letter  inviting  them  to  come  to  his  district,  and 
offering  to  protect  them.  Messrs  Haine  and  Browne,  who 
had  eJitablished  a  timl>er  yard  at  Horeke,  also  promised  to 
lend  all  the  aid  possible.  As  an  earnest  of  this,  they  gave 
instructions  to  their  ma.ua.^<^t  \jc>\^^\,x\^X.>Cv\^V'^v^^  '^^^^'^^ 
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spirits  to  the  men  employed,  and  inhist  on  an  observance 
of  the  Sabbath.  A  trading  coi-poration  formed  in  England, 
and  which  obtained  a  charter  from  the  Crown  as  the  New 
Zealand  CJompany,  purchased  land  at  Manukau,  Waihe^ke, 


and  Hokianga,  but  with  the  intention  of  makin<^  the 
headquarters  at  the  latter  place.  Emigrants  had  aJread 
been  sent  out  there  under  Captain  Herd,  and  settled  o 
the  banks  of  the  river  at  what  has  since  been  known  a 


CoiiBiXATioN  or  Maobi  Views. 
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Herd's  Point.     All  these  circumstances  seemed  favourable 
to  the  second  commencement. 

Prior  to  the  disasters  at  Wesleydale  the  British  Con- 
ference hail  erected  New  Zealand  into  a  separate 
Ecclesiastical  district,  or  Diocese.  It  included  the  Friendly 
Islands  also  within  the  boundaries.  The  Rev.  William 
\Vhit4\  who  had  been  sent  from  England  to  assist  Mr 
Ti«»i^li,  and  who  arrived  at  Whangaroa  al)<>ut  two  numths 
lK»fore  Messi-s  Turner  and  Hobbs,  wjis  appointed  chairman 
and  sui)erintendent.   His  stay  at  first  was  short,  only  about 
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two  yeai-s  and  a-half,  for  rarly  in  iS^T)  li(»  n»tuin«'(l  to 
r><>nd(>n.  On  his  arrival  tlnMc,  Mr  Turner  was  appoiiiterl 
to  su]M»rinten(l  the  New  Zi'alaiid  Mission  ;  news  of  tliis 
came  to  him  in  Sychiev.  When  it  was  resolved  to  make  a 
fn»sh  effort,  all  th(»  brethren  in  New  South  Wales  — 
Messrs  Turner,  Hobbs,  and  Staek  intended  to  retui-n, 
but  Mi-s  Turner  was  seriously  ill.  On  liei- recovery  tht»ie 
were  grave  dilKculties  in  the  Friendly  Islands  Mission. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Australian  Wesleyan  ministers,  Mr 
Turner  was  urged  by  his  fellow  workers  to  go  there,  and 
reluctantly  consented.  It  thus  happc^ned,  through  no  fault 
of  his  own,  that  about  nine  years  passed  before  he  could 
return  to  the  Maori  Mission. 

The  actual  work  of  initiating  the  enterprise  devolved 
therefore  on  Messrs  Hobbs  and  SUick.  Mr  Stack  called 
at  the  Bay  of  Islands  en  route^  landing  there  on  October 
8th,  while  Mr  and  Mrs  Hobbs  sailed  direct  to  Hokianga, 
arriving  there  two  or  three  weeks  later.  The  site  first 
chosen  for  the  Mission  station  was  not  far  from  Patuone's 
residence.  It  was  called  Tarawa-aua,  and  situated  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Waihou,  where  that  stream  empties  itself 
into  the  Hokianga  river.  The  selection  was  not  a  wise 
one,  and  Mr  Leigh's  experience  at  Whangaroa  was 
repeated.  The  land  not  being  sufficiently  elevated,  the 
encampment  was  flooded,  and  the  Mission  party  had  to 
beat  a  h&sty  retreat. 

This  apparent  delay  was  in  fact  a  benefit,  for  it  led  to 
the  purchase  and  occupation  of  Mangungu,  which  was  in 


every  way  more  suitable.  They  had  already  commenced 
felling  timber  for  a  house  at  the  Waihou,  but  on  the  1 4th 
of  January,  1828,  Mr  Stack  reports,  that  having  found 
the  situation  disadvantageous,  they  determined  to  consult 
the  Episcopal  Missionaries  as  to  the  propriety  of  removing 
about  live  miles  lower  down  the  river.  This  was  advised, 
and  the  change  determined  upon.  Mangungu,  the  new 
location  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  was  ideally 
situated  for  mission  purposes.  It  was  easy  of  access  from 
all  parts  of  the  river  and  its  tributaries,  there  was  excellent 
timber  on  the  section,  but  sutHcient  land  cleared  to 
enable  them  to  commence  building  at  once.  It  was  also 
close  to  deep  water,  and  a  ship  of  live  hundred  tons  burden 
could  be  moored  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  place 
chosen  for  the  dwelling-house.  The  property  was  purchased 
from  Xgatuuie  and  Wharekaua,  relatives  of  Patuone,  the 
amount  paid  for  850  acres  being  articles  of  trade,  valued 
at  £190.  As  at  that  time  in  Hokianga  five  hundred  acres 
could  be  purchas(»d  for  a  barrel  of  powder,  or  a  couple  of 
muskets,  it  is  evident  that  the  price  wjis  ample.  It  was 
estimated  that  on  the  river  and  its  tributaries  there  were 
then  four  thousand  natives  who  could  be  reached  from  this 
centre.  As  an  early  settler  reports  having  seen  about  that 
time  a  muster  of  two  thousand  men,  the  probability  is  that 
there  wen*  (»ven  more,  so  that  their  field  of  labour  looked 
(»xceedingly  promising. 

While  Patuone,  the  chief,  had  invited  them  to  settle 
there,  they  found  the  natives  generally  little  disposed  to 
lend  a  InOping  hand.  They  would  only  work  on  condition 
that  tht*y  were  paid  in  muskets  and  gunpowder.  It  was 
contrary  to  the  pi-incii)les  and  convictions  of  the  mis- 
sionaries to  deal  in  these  articles,  so  they  were  compelled 
to  do  most  of  the  work  themselves.  Five  hids,  however, 
who  weie  fuLcitives  from  Whangaroa,  and  luul  known  them 
ther(\  exi)ressed  their  willingness  to  live  with  them.  Aided 
by  these  boys  they  l)egan,  on  January  the  19th,  the 
erection  of  a  hous(»  of  wood.  This  was  the  first  of  a 
inimher  of  huildini^s  erecteil.  Gradually  others  were  added, 
until  in  a  few  years  there  was  an  extensive  station,  with 
church,  school,  print ini;  house,  store,  and  residences  for  the 
workiMs.  This  was  for  m.iny  years  the  head  <juartei*s  of  the 
Mission.  AH  the  work  of  Wesleydale— building,  brick- 
making,  fencini;,  })lanting,  etc.  -had  to  be  done  over  again. 
Thev  n»i;retted  that  so  much  time  had  to  bo  given  to 
manual  toil,  but  it  was  a  necessity  ;  nor  was  it  in  vain. 
It  proved  a  very  elective  object  lesson  to  the  Maoris  on 
the  dignity  of  labour.  M(»antiine,  as  they  now  knew  the 
language,  both  Missionaries  preached  ami  taught  adults  and 
children  at  every  oppoitunity. 

Difficulties,  arising  from  the  savage  instincts  and  un- 
bridled passions  of  th(?  people,  were  neither  fe^'  nor  small. 
A  vessel  calle;!  The  Mavquaric  came  into  the  river  to  trade. 
A  native  called  Waenga,  who  was  king,  priest,  and  physi- 
cian in  one,  and  an  incorrigible  cannibal  to  boot,  formed  a 
plot  to  murder  the  captain  and  otlicers,  and  take  the  cargo 
for  spoil.  It  would  have  been  successful,  but  Waenga's 
daughter  had  fallen  in  love  with  Martin,  the  mate  of  the 
vessel,  and  disclosed  the  foul  intention.  It  adds  a  touch 
of  romance  to  the  story  to  know  that  this  young  woman 
afterwards  became  a  Christian,  was  married  to  Mr  Martin, 
and  both  she  and  her  husband  were  greatly  respected  in  the 
district.  Hongi,  the  great  warrior,  diwl  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands  in  March.  On  account  of  the  Maori  habit  of  kill- 
ing others  when  a  death  occurred,  his  decease  had  been 
looked  forward  to  with  melancholy  forebodings  of  further 
fighting.     Patuone,  however,  v\&\t«dV\XK^  \sxVcv&\3MJi\*\vvss«^ 
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and  owing  to  his  prudence  and  restraint,  and  the  respect 
paid  to  his  chieftainship,  a  <(eneral  outbreak  was  prevented. 
But  a  company  of  hiwless  natives  from  Waima  went  over, 
plundered  some  vilhi^es,  anil  killed  a  man  of  rank.  This 
le<l  to  a  pitched  battle.  At  t!ie  crisis  of  tlie  enj^agement 
the    Waima   natives,   whose    turbulence   had    brought    it 


^W- 


Tamati  Waka  Nfxk. 
alnmt,  deserted  Pat  none,  an<l  left  him  with  seventy-two 
men  to  fight  three  liuiulred  and  eighty.  J>oth  sides 
suffered:  Ware  Tna,  a  chi(»f  from  the  Hay,  was  kilkn:!, 
and  Muriwai,  of  Hokianga,  mortally  wounde<l.  Eventually 
thnmgh  the  mediation  of  the  Episcopal  Missionaries 
(Williams  and  Davis),  a  mutual  declaratiim  of  peace  was 
made.     A  litth?  lat<*r  a   vessel   called  The  lunieavour  was 


wrecked  near  Hokianga  Heads.  Mr  Fairburn,  a  mission- 
ary, who  swam  on  shore,  was  seized  by  a  Maori  as  he 
lander]  an<]  threatened  with  instant  death  if  he  did  not  givt* 
up  his  shirt.  Other  miscreants  swarmed  on  the  vessel,  cut 
away  her  nuists  and  rigging,  and  tri(»<l  to  set  the  wreck  on 
fire.  The.se,  and  like  evei-ts,  cimvinced  the  Missionaries 
that  at  heart  there  was  as  nmch  ferocity  in  Hokianga  a.s  at 
Whangaroa. 

AtUMupts  made  Uj  give  r<»ligious  instruction  were  often 
far  from  being  favourably  receivt^l.  Muriwai,  the  chief 
referred  to  above,  was  a  brave  warrior,  but  as  ignorant  of 
God  as  the  beasts  that  ptM-ish.  He  always  treated  tiie 
arrangements  for  ivligious  services  with  great  levity,  ami 
seemed  (mly  amused  wlu»n  the*  subjects  of  death  and 
eternity  were  discussed.  His  l)urial  was  a  striking  si>^»ci- 
men  of  th(»  funeral  ceremonies  of  the  time.  The  ljo<ly, 
placed  in  a  sitting  jKisition,  was  wrapped  in  a  blanket,  anrl 
the  head,  well  s«>aked  in  oil,  was  decorated  witli  feathers; 
a  powder  horn  resti^l  upon  his  knees.  On  one  side  were 
placed  liis  guns  and  a  wlialebone  mnr-jntraun.  On  the 
other  was  the  body  of  jiis  youngest  wife,  who  had  strangled 
lieiself  in  a  paroxysm  of  giief  :  Ins  relatives  s.at  near  weep- 
ing. Four  days  after  dcsatli,  nine  hundnHl  warriui*s 
assembled  lo  do  honour  to  his  remains.  They  weiv 
received  by  the  residi'iits  of  tlie  village  with  a  salute,  which 
tliey  ack!ioN\l<'(lijed  by  <iischarging  their  own  muskets.  On 
discml)arking,  liiey  dance<l  on  the  lM»ach,  and  then 
lacerated  tlirmselvcs,  crying  all  the  time  in  a  most  frantic 
and  (listressinij  manner.  A  sc«»ne  like  this,  witli  its 
abandoimienl  of  woe,  strongly  movel  the  Missionaries  to 
instruct  ami  press  upon  them  the  hopes  and  consolations  of 
Clnistianity.  A  European,  present  at  the  time,  but  not 
l)eloiiiiing 
Chi'istians 
remove  all 
Oospcl."  I 
tlnn«.'s,  it 
Sun<lay    tli« 

rich  man  ami  La/.aius,  when  a  chief  interrupted  him  by 
saviuLC  :  "We  want  esiderice.  When  a  spirit  comes  from 
the  iini^ihlc  worll  to  Jlon'ke  or  Mangungu,  and  tells  us 
that  he  has  seen  the  things  of  wljich  you  sj)eak,  we  will 
belit've  hiui  :  hut  all  the  accounts  we  have  as  yet  received 
are  directly  opj)osite  to  yours.  Tell  us  plaiidy,  are  there 
no  ]>la<'es  to  besiege  in  tiie  other  wcn'ld,  no  j)eople  to  fight 
with,  and  no  guns.'  Have  you  yourselves  seen  any  }H»r- 
sons  who  ha\e  Immii  raised  fron)  the  <lea<l  f  B(*ing 
answered  in  tlu- negative,  he  laugh(Ml  heartily,  and  said: 
"  Oh,  Indeed  !  Tlien  you  only  heard  it  from  soraeime  else. 
You  pakehas  are  no  l3<*tter  than  old  women."  This  of 
course  was  regarded  by  all  his  j)eo[)le  as  masterly  and 
conclusive. 

Still  the  Missiimaries  toiled  on.  Th(»y  aimed  not  simply 
to  secure  a  nominal  profession  of  Christianity,  but  to 
obtain  evidence  of  a  change  of  heart.  The  first  ccm version 
over  whi'.'h  they  rejoiced  was  that  of  a  young  man  called 
Hika,  from  Whangaroa.  H(»  was  a  native*  of  rank,  ndat<»d 
to  the  two  chi(»fs  then*,  and  had  lH»en  received  by  Mr 
Ijcigh  into  his  hcmsehold  for  instructi<m.  He  was  always 
honest,  and  of  a  gentle  and  thoughtful  disposition.  When 
th<»  Mission  wa^s  recominenctMl,  he  came  over  to  Man- 
gungu for  further  teaching :  but  his  constitution  was 
(lelicate,  and  consumpti<m  marktHl  him  for  its  prey.  As 
the  result  of  what  he  \\iu\  leariu^l,  a  conscicmsness  of  sin 
was  awak(»ned,  and  the  burden  of  his  transgres.sions 
pressed    upon    him.     He   felt   his  need  of  a  Saviour,  and 


n»  the  Mission  Party,  said:  '*  If  liritish 
could  witness  tliis  affei'ting  scene,  it  would 
douht  as  to  wliether  thesf*  savages  newl  the 
hit,    absorbed    as     th<*v     were     with     material 


^as    (litlicult    to    make    any  impressiim.     One 
preacher    was   explaining   the   parable  of  the 
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gave  gi-eat  attention  to  prayer,  and  the  reading  of  the 
Scriptures.  After  some  weeks  of  earnest  seekin<j,  light 
dawned  upon  his  mind,  and  peace  came  to  his  heart.  He 
lia<l  found  "the  pearl  of  great  price."  At  liis  own  request 
he  was  haptlsed  on  Sunday,  February  16,  1831,  and  the 
Mime  evening  received  the  Lord's  Supper.  Shortly  after- 
wards he  died.  His  dying  testimony  was  noteworthy.  To 
the  native  youths  who  watched  him  during  the  night  he 
said  :  "  Stay  in  the  Mission  House.  Turn  from  your 
sins.  Believe  in  God  and  Christ.  His  dwelling  is  above. 
It  is  afar  happier  place  than  any  earthly  home.     T  shall  Ix* 


MaoUI    lilRIAL    CkRKM(»NY. 

le<l  to  it  in  safety.''  AnotlKU-  Whangaroa  youth,  who  had 
gone  to  England,  also  became  a  Christian,  and  made  a 
hoj>eful  end.  From  Tonga  Mr  Turner  reported  that  a 
third,  whom  he  hiwl  taken  with  him,  and  whose  nauM^  was 
Tungahe,  had  been  baptised,  and  was  doing  well.  It 
greatly  encouraged  the  earnest  workers  to  know  of  three 
persons  horn  the  "  man-eating "  tribes  of  Whangaroa,  to 
whom  the  Gospel  had  thus  l>ecome  "  the  power  of  God  unto 
Salvation."  And  it  stimulated  them  to  redouble  their  ell'orts, 
that  in  Hokianga  also  they  might  have  fruit  of  their  labours. 
They  had  long  since  come  to  the  conclusion  that  if  their 
work  was  to  be  effective  they  must  train  the  young.  They 
soon  had  forced  upon  them  the  necessity  of  removing  their 
pupils,  for  a  time  at  least,  from  the  demoralising  influence 
of  the  native  kaingas.  Even  in  Whangaroa  they  hjid 
taken  six  children— three  girls  and  as  many  boys— the 
latter  of  whom  were  redeemed  slaves,  into  their  home. 
They  were  trained  to  help  in  domestic  duties,  and  at  the 
same  time  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  instructed  in  the 
truths  of  religion.  In  Hokianga  the  same  coui-se  was 
pui-sued,  and  in  a  short  time  twenty-eight  young  men  and 
six  young  women  were  received  into  n,  sort  of  boarding 
.school.  Secular  education  was  diligently  carried  out  for 
some  hours  daily.  They  also  joined  the  Mission  families  at 
worship   morning  and  evening  and  heard   the  Scriptures 


explained,  and  prayer  offered.  On  three  evenings  in  the 
week  their  progress  was  tested  by  oral  examination. 
These  influences,  together  with  the  manifest  devotion  of 
the  Missionaries  and  the  influence  of  their  consistent  lives, 
were  effective,  and  Hika  was  the  first  fruit  of  the  seed  so 
patiently  sown.  Presently  friends  from  a  distance  noted 
their  progress  in  education,  and  their  quietness  of  manner 
and  became  more  friendly,  and  more  susceptible  to 
Christian  influence.  In  December  of  the  year  in  which 
Hika  decided  for  Chiist,  the  fii-st  native  class  meeting  was 
organised.  There  were  five  mcmibers.  Of  these  the 
Missionarie^s  reported  that  one  had  a  distinct  experience  of 
the  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  the  four  others  were  "  striving 
to  enter  in  at  the  straight  gate."  The  first  of  these  so 
commended  himself  by  Ids  intelligence  and  piety  that, 
when  the  Missionaries  were  absent  at  distant  settlements, 
he  taught  the  school  and  conducted  religious  worship.  The 
same  year  therefore  that  gave  them  the  first  convert,  saw 
also  th(^  connnenoement  of  a  native  agency. 

A  desin*  for  instruction,  and  an  anxiety  for  education, 
now  rai)i(lly  spread  through  all  the  country  watered  by  the 
Hokianga  and  its  tributaries.  One  Sabbath  morning  some 
chiefs  came  from  a  distance,  and  insisted  on  taking  the 
Missionari<\s  away  to  teach  their  people.  Tlui  tree  b(»ing 
good,  its  fruit  was  acknowledged  to  be  good  also.  "  We 
can  see  very  well,"  said  an  old  warrior  once  noted  for  his 
ferocity,  "that  the  tribes  ar')und  your  Mission  are  better 
ott*  than  our  j)eople,  they  are  at  peace  ;  they  work  and 
tlirive,  we  fi^dit  and  waste  away.  But  they  have  teachers  ! 
Can  we  believe  through  trees?  Come  and  live  amongst  us." 
Response  to  this  patln^tic  r(*<juest  was  n)ade  as  far  as 
possible,  and  an  api)eal  8(mt  to  England  for  more  labourers. 
The  schools  ixvanie  popular,  and  so(m  there  were  over  a 
hundred  in  regular  attendance.  Certain  portions  of 
Sciiptuie,  catechisms,  and  a  few  hymns,  had  been  translated 
and  printed,  A  small  supply  of  school  materials  had  also 
been  recoi\(Hl.  The  desire  to  possess  these  hecame  intense  ; 
three  busliels  of  potatoes  wen*  oftennl  for  a  slate  and  a  few 
j)ieces  of  pencil.  Five  buslu^ls  were  freely  given  for 
twenty-onechaptei-s  of  Holy  Scripture,  two  catechisms,  the 
liturgy,  aiul  a  coHection  of  twenty  hynms.  If  a  desire  for 
increased  j)ower  had  something  to  do  with  this,  still  such 
eagerness  was  int(»nsely  refreshing. 

Testimony  to  the  widening  influence  of  the  Missi<m  was 
willingly  borne  by  those  not  directly  inten^sted.  Writing 
to  the  Committee  in  London,  from  New  South  Wales,  in 
1H:^0,  Mr  Leigh  says  :  "Several  captains  who  have  lately 
visited  distant  parts  of  New  Zealand  declare  that  the 
labours  of  the  Missionaries  have  spread  far  and  wide  in 
that  country  ;  that  the  prayers  thoy  have  taught  the 
people  have  been  transmitted  from  tril>e  to  tribe,  until 
they  have  become  well-known  by  natives  residing  hundreds 
of  miles  from  the  Mission  Station.  The}*^  tell  me  that  the 
one  desire  of  the  chiefs  at  the  ports  they  have  visited  is  to 
have  missionaries.  These  chiefs  have  evinced  their 
sincerity  by  offering  to  give  these  captains  any  quantity  of 
pigs,  potatoes,  or  flax,  for  a  Missionary  who  can  l)ray,  and 
teach  them  the  way  to  the  God  and  Heaven  of  the  white 
man."  Encouraged  by  this  report,  Mr  Leigh  ;ulds,  **  I  as 
firmly  believe  that  the  New  Zealanders  are  about  to  be 
converted  to  the  Christian  faith,  as  I  believe  that  I  am 
now  alive  upon  the  earth."  Instances  substantiating  these 
statements,  and  his  belief,  are  reported.  A  chief  called 
Hae  Hae,  being  taken  ill,  began  seriously  to  consider  what 
would  come  after  death.  He  was  regularly  visited  by  the 
Missi(maries.       One     night,    to     their     <gc^\\^<2:'^NKsvv.^  N\^ 
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particularly  enquired  respecting  the  natun*  of  tliat  faith  in 
Christ,  of  which  they  spoke  so  nuich.  Its  nature  and  its 
relation  to  personal  spiritual  blessing's  were  explained. 
Evidently  his  heart  was  touched,  for  the  !H»xt  day  lie  began 
earnestly  to  pray,  antl  did  not  cease  until  h<»  obtaintnl   the 


Maoris  Cikath'am.y   ErRorF.AMSED. 

iWetcre  Te  licrengn.  Wife,  ouil  Son  in  frotif  of  their  Weathcrhnnrd  CvHanv. 


forgiveness  of  sins.  He  was  baptised,  and  received  the 
Tjord's  Supper.  Finding  his  strength  failing,  he  sent  for 
the  Missionaries  and  his  relativ(»s.  Speaking  to  the  latter, 
he  saifl :  **  Listen  to  nu?,  for  T  am  now  dying.  Perhap 
you   will  renieinber  what  I  say  when  T  am  gone;  you  are 

all  in  darkness,  and 
in  the  way  to  hell. 
This  country  is  full 
of  misery  :  w  h  o 
would  live  in  it  al- 
ways I  You  see  1 
have  no  fear,  T  am 
going  to  Jesus.  Will 
you  meet  me  in 
heaven  ?  T  am  going, 
farewell."  Such  a 
deathbed  oouhl  nut 
fail  to  have  its  in- 
tluence. 

Meantime,  the 
work  of  civilisation 
begun  at  Wliangaroa 
was  resumtMl  and 
carried  on.  Wheat 
was  sown,  and  indue 
time  harvested  and 
garnered.  Vege- 
tables were  pro- 
duced, and  the 
Maoris  encouraged 
to  grow  them  .also. 
An  orchard  was 
planted,  and  by 
means  of  slips  or 
sccmIs  brought  from 
Sydney  in  the  tim- 
ber vessels,  filknl 
with  excellent  fruit- 
bearing  trees.  Liter- 
ally '*  the  wilderness 
and  the  solitary 
j)lac(^ ''  wen^  niiwle 
glad, and  **the  desert 
rejoiced  and  blos- 
somed its  the  rose." 
The  Station  l^ecame 
a  plac(»  of  wonderful 
activity.  Sick  na- 
tives came  for  medi- 
cine, and  injui-ed 
sailors  and  strande<l 
Europeans  were 
carcnl  for.  Living 
UKxlestly  and  quietly 
themselves,  the 
Mission  families  ex- 
erted a  wid(?spreaii 
and  most  beneficial 
influence.  Mangun- 
gu  was  nor  simply 
the  centre  of  the 
Evangelic  teat^hing 
as  far  as  the  Wi»s- 
l(»yan  Mission  was 
concei'ned.  It  was 
one  of  the  outposts 
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of  L'ivili/iitiuii  ill  a  then  far-i»tr  Innd,  an<l  its  li^ht 
slnnif  far  aiul  wide.  What  the  Station  (»v(»ntually  canu* 
to  bo,  Nv»'  are  enahleil  to  see  from  a  <lesrri])tion 
^'iven  1)V  Mrs  Kirk,  the  eldest  dau«;hter  of  the  IJev 
,J.    Ilol.»b»«.      l)eseril)in;'   it   as    she    kww    it    in  her  child- 


for  worship,  tejiehinj^  of  rotuiing,  writing,  and  singing.  It 
was  also  a  dispensary  and  surgery.  In  the  other  rtHun  Air 
Parker  and  Mr  Slaek  livtMl.  Tliei*e  was  a  flagstaff  in  front, 
on  wliieh  th«»  l-nion  .hurk  was  hoiste<l  an  Sundays  to  h?t 
the  natives  know  it   was  Ra-tapn,  the  Sacrt^l  Day.     My 


Tk    WllKROWilKUO   OK    PdTATAI'. 

The  Prinripnl  ChifJ  of  nil    U'/i/Avi/*/,  tiftcrmiriis  Mnori  King. 

hiKKl's  days,  she  says:   "It  consisted  of  two  wooden  houses,  parents  lived    in   a  small    two-storey  liouse.     There  was  a 

and  two  of  rau IK).     On  the  hill    where  the  work   was  lirst  living-nwun  and  a  hedronm  on  one  flcnn-.     Steps  Itnl  down  to 

begun   stCMMl  a  wcKKlen  building  called    7>  Whankura  (the  a  leaiito  kitihtMi  oii  oneside,  and,  as  live  vlvv^v\v\v^.^Vnv^A,,>\xv>. 

ychoolhuuse).     It  had  two  nxiins  ;  one  of  these  was  used  space  heiunv\\\  \\v' \ums.v^  \\;\s  \\Vvv\^  \vvi"v.v>\v^\v\vN\\\,    >t\vA\\>\\ft 
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front  of  the  house  there  was  an  extensive  view  of  the  river 
in  every  direction,  which  was  most  important  in  those  days 
of  sudden  alarms.  In  the  living  room  Mesdames  White 
and  Hobbs  taught  the  native  girls  sewing,  and  in  the 
morning  trained  them  to  household  duties.  Facing  the 
river  on  the  right  was  a  three-roomed  raupo  house,  the 
home  of  Mr  and  Mrs  White.  Near  by  was  a  wooden  barn, 
in  which  potatoes  .and  kumaras  were  stored.  On  the  left 
of  our  house  was  another  raupo  wharc,  where  visitors  were 
lodged,  for  sailors  aiul  strangers  all  came  to  the  Mission 
House  for  aid.  All  who  died  on  th(»  river  were  buried  in 
the  cemetery  at  Manguugu.  A  fence  of  manuka  scrub, 
about  seven  feet  high,  surrounded  the  houses,  but  the 
WJiareltura  was  accessible  to  all.  Stumj^s  of  trees  were  to 
be  seen  in  all  directions,  and  at  the  l)ack  the  forest  came 
close  up  to  the  station.  T]\vvv  were  native  villages  at 
Otararau  Point  and  Miita  Point.  The  inhabitants  of  these 
villages  cani(»  for  nKnlicine  and  instruction  when  they 
pleased,    and    when  tliey    joined   {]w  Church   li\'^d  on    the 


['est mined   bv  friendlv  chiefs 


Station.  Other  nati\(»s  were 
from  coming  into  the  Mis- 
sion enclosure  unless  invite(l. 
Modesty  of  demeanour  and 
propriety  were  inculcated  by 
requiring  that  a  ganiKMit  Ix' 
worn  in  warm  as  well  as  in 
cold  weatlKM-." 

Concerning  the  general  as- 
pect at  that  time.  Mis  Kiik 
adds  :  "  Soon  the  country 
was  full  of  fruit  from  ti-ees 
which  Mr  Hobbs  had  dis- 
tributed among  the  natives. 
Quinces  and  peaches  did  re- 
markably well,  while  one  of 
my  earliest  iecolleeti<>ns  is 
that  of  eating  a  l)unch  of 
delicious  white  gi-a})es  from  a 
vine  trained  in  front  of  our 
house."  Thus,  literally,  the 
missionaries  dwt^lt  *'  under* 
their  own  vine  and  fig  t)<»e." 
That  was  the  poetic  side. 
There  was  another,  far  from 
attractive.  Old  customs  of 
Maoridom    wen*    not    easily 

laid  a.side.  **Not  for  many  years  did  the  Maoris  cease 
to  take  a  woman  by  forcr,  if  a  man  took  a  fancy  to  hei*. 
That  was  a  custom  which  tiiey  considered  the  missionaries 
had  no  right  to  interfeie  with.  I  saw  one  of  tfie  most 
promising  of  the  girls  dragged  out  by  the  hair  from  my 
mother's  bedroom,  where  she  had  taken  refuge.  She  was 
in  the  grasp  of  an  old  savage.  That  was  tiiought  (juite 
legitimate.  Infanticide,  or,  at  any  rate,  criminal  neglect 
of  children,  was  connnon.  When  walking  through  the 
bush  one  day  my  father  heard  a  child's  cry.  On  looking 
round  he  found  an  infant,  left  to  perish  by  its  mother. 
He  wrapped  it  in  his  handkerchief,  and  bringing  the  bundle 
home,  said  to  UiV  njother,  *  I  have  bi-ought  you  a  present, 
Jane/  The  child  moved,  and,  when  batluMi  and  fed,  j)roved 
to  be  very  much  alive  indeed.  One  of  the  Maori  girls  was 
appointed  nurse,  and  under  h(*r  care  the  infant  throve 
well.  But  one  morning  nurse  and  child  were  both  missing. 
It  was  found  to  be  the  child  of  a  native  named  Te  Puhi,  by 
a  slave  wife,  and  was  removed  by  relatives  to  become*  a  slave 
her^e)S,     XJ;e  rWJd  ^'re)y  \xj>^  and  became  the  motlier  of  a 
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family.  Theft  was  considered  a  proof  of  cleverness,  but  if 
the  masters  were  found  out  the  slaves  had  to  bear  the 
blame."  "  Slaves,  mostly  prisoners  of  war  from  Taranaki, 
were  numerous,  and  most  degraded.  These  in  a  few 
yeai-s  were  liberate  by  their  whilom  owners,  because  they 
understood  that  to  be  the  law  of  Christ.  The  chiefs  who 
thus  freed  them  had  thenceforth  to  do  laborious  work,  to 
which  they  had  not  been  accustomed.  This  noble,  un- 
selfish act  of  theirs  has  not  been  sufficiently  appreciated.'' 
The  appearance  of  some  of  the  old  warrioi-s  was  sufficiently 
forbidding.  Mrs  Kirk  tells  of  the  tremor  she  felt  when, 
in  running  from  her  mother's  house  to  Mrs  White's,  she 
had  to  pass  the  chief  Matangi,  who  sat  upon  a  stump 
watching  her.  He  was  much  tattooed,  and  brilliant  with 
ochre,  while  his  long  hair  was  tied  in  a  bunch  at  the  top 
of  his  head.  Sitting  in  full  dress,  with  (mly  the  hea«l 
visible  above  the  top  of  his  dog  skin  mat,  and  the  eyes 
alone  moving,  no  wonder  tht^  child  was  terrified.  Caimi- 
balism  was  no  longer  paraded  or  gloated  over,  but  it  was 
still    practised.     An   old   lady,  who  resided  in  the  vicinity 

when  she  was  young,  in- 
formed the  writer  that  she 
had  herself  seen  the  limbsof  a 
human  being  prepared  for 
food,  and  hung  in  thebush  not 
far  from  the  Mission  Station. 
The  fii*st  two  Wesleyan 
Chuiches  had  been  opened  in 
connection  with  the  Whan- 
garoa  Mission  on  June  l.*>th, 
1S21.  Tiiey  were  intended 
for  school  purposes  iis  well, 
and  were  constructed  of  raupo 
rush,  Mr  Stack  calls  it. 
In  PFokianga  the  work  was 
now  assuming  the  asjx»ct  of 
permanence,  and  the  number 
of  those  seeking  religi<»us 
insti*ucti(m  was  numei^ous. 
It  was  determined,  therefore, 
to  build  a  substantial  «ind 
eonnnodious  church  of  wood. 
Under  the  tuition  of  Mr 
Wiiitethe  Maoris  had  learned 
to  saw  boards,  and  largely  by 
their  lal)our,  superintended 
and  assistrd  by  the  Missionaries  themselves,  the  structure 
was  1  (Nired.  In  its  creetion,  utility  and  the  largest  amount 
of  aeecnnniodation  for  the  least  cost,  were  thought  more  of 
than  architectural  design  or  aesthetic  effi^ct.  It  wjis  a 
j)laiii  weatherboard  building  of  about  forty  feet  by  thirty- 
two.  The  studs  were  eighteen  feet  high  ;  the  building  was 
unlined,  and  there  were  three  s<juare-head(Kl  dotirs — two 
at  the  eastern  end  and  one  at  tiie  western.  It  had  a  hip 
roof,  and  the  windows  on  either  sida  were  placed  well 
up  from  the  ground,  i)iesumably  that  the  worshippers 
might  hav(»  nothing  to  distract  their  thoughts.  At  the 
pulpit  end  there  was  a  raised  platform  about  twelve  feet 
de(q),  where  the  Mission  families  and  other  Europ(*ans  sat. 
This  arrang{Mn(Mit  was  not  made  in  any  spirit  of  exclusive- 
ness,  but  iulopted  for  prudential  reiisons.  Mr  Richard 
Monk,  M.H.K.,  wiio  worshipped  there  as  a  boy,  says  that 
*'as  the  result  of  colds  and  lung  weakness  the  expectora- 
tion of  the  natives,  who  scjuatted  upon  the  floor,  was 
usually  frequent  and  vigorous.  This  was  done  too  with 
an  indifference  of  aini  that  penalised  the  unpretentious  but 
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some  years  this  was 
settlements  near  and 
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cherished  wardrobes  of  those  days."  Moreover,  "  many  of 
the  natives  were  the  hosts  of  entomological  life,  which,  if 
transferred  to  the  juvenile  pakehas,  led  to  a  course  of 
donK»stic  discipline  not  to  be  forgotten."  Hence  the  line 
of  demarkation  was  kept  up.  Sitting  on  their  haunches 
on  the  floor,  eight  hundred  to  a  tht)usand  Maoris  were 
packed  in  the  church,  and  for 
ordinary  congregation.  From 
tAnt  they  aime  to 
Mangungu  in  their 
canoes  on  Saturday 
That  evening  they 
prepared  their  food. 
On  the  I^)rd's  Day 
they  rested  and  wor- 
shippefl,  and  on  Mon- 
<lay,  having  obtained 
advice  and  me<lioine 
for  the  sick,  they  re- 
turne<I  to  their  homes 
refreshed  in  IkkIv  and 
soul.  Service  for  the 
Maoris  was  held  in 
the  morning.  This 
was  preceded  and  fol- 
lowed by  Sundjiy 
school.  In  the  after- 
noon a  s^Tvice  in 
English  for  the  Euro- 
pean residents  was 
conducted.  In  the 
evening  the  Mission- 
ary visited  the  villaj^'es 
or  encampments  near, 
and  held  prayer  meet- 
ings, or  class  meet- 
ings. The  service  in 
the  church  was  largely 
liturgical,  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  form  pre- 
scribed in  the  Church 
of  England  Prayer 
Book.  The  responses 
were  given  with  great 
gusto,  and  eventually 
with  reverence.  To  a 
thoughtful  observer, 
who  remembered  that 
only  a  few  years  be- 
fore the  whole  of 
those  assembled  were 
destitute  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  true  Gofl, 
and  of  the  story  of 
Redemption,  and  who 
now  saw  them  bowing 
humbly  in  worship, 
and  singing  hymns  of 
praise  to  Christ,  the  scene  was  exceedingly  impressive. 

Mr  White  was  the  senior  Missionary,  but  as  he 
did  not  return  to  New  Zealand  till  1830,  the  work  of 
inaugurating  the  Hokianga  Mission,  laying  down  and 
carrying  out  plans  for  its  management,  and  training  the 
natives  to  understand  decorum  and  reverence,  was  under- 
taken by  Messrs  Hobbs  and  Stac^k.  Mr  Hobbs  was  in 
charge.     On   bim   tho   responsibility   chiefly'   rested,   an(l 


Sophia. 


worthily  was  it  discharged.  He  was  eminently  fitted  for 
the  undertaking  In  the  prime  of  his  manhood,  with  a 
splendid  physirjue,  possessed  of  considerable  determination, 
and  an  animated  speaker,  he  at  once  made  a  favourable 
impression  upon  the  ^laoris.  He  early  acquired  an 
idiomatic  accjuaintance  with  the  language,  and  was  able  to 
spMik  therein  with  forc(»  and  freedom.  What  made  him 
always  an   attractive  preacher  to  his  dusky  hearera  was 

that  he  adopted  the 
gestures  they  had 
seen  in  their  own 
orators,  and  drew  il- 
lustrations from  their 
surroundings  and 
daily  life.  His  deep 
devotion  caused  him 
to  feel  the  utmost 
concern  for  those  who 
h;id  not  the  know- 
ledge of  God,  and  he 
had  caught  the  lire  of 
missionary  enthusi- 
asm. Hence  no  toil 
was  too  arduous,  and 
no  personal  sacrifice 
or  discomfort  too 
great,  if  (mly  he  might 
win  the  natives  for 
Christ.  He  had  con- 
siderabh;  knowledge 
of  the  mechanical 
arts,  was  handy  and 
infleed  expert  in  the 
us(^  of  tools,  and  this 
arlded  to  his  influence 
with  the  people.  In 
his  travels  they  found 
that  he  soon  knew  as 
much  about  the  tides 
and  currents,  and  the 
forest  paths,  as  they 
themselves  did.  If 
an  accident  occurred, 
he  was  more  resource- 
ful than  themselves, 
and  always  ready  to 
lu'lp  others.  Holy 
Scripture,  he  felt, 
must  be  the  firm 
foundation  of  the 
j)eopIe's  faith,  and 
some  of  the  earliest 
translating  was  his 
work.  Withal  he  was 
a  skilled  musician, 
and  hymns  of  his 
composition,  or  Eng- 
lish    ones    rendered 


An  old  Three  Kinga  Studeut^  forvierJy  a  favourite  (htidv  to  the  Pink  and  White 
Terrace:*  at  Rotorua. 


into  Maori,  are  still  sung  in  he  native  churches. 
He  saw  clearly,  too,  that  if  the  Gospel  was  to 
accomplish  its  object  among  this  savage  race,  they 
must  learn  gentleness  of  manner,  and  pay  regard  to  the 
p!'opri(»ties  of  life.  By  precept,  as  well  as  by  example,  he 
taught  them  to  Ik?  courteous  in  their  ordinary  be.Ka.vv5jv« .^ 
and  serious  and  riivevew^YvsA.  \\\  ^not^y^^,  '\>cv^^^^J5ir«» 'eK*s«^^ 
learned  l\\at.  \\e  wa.s  xvo\,  ^m^w  \.Q\i^Vx:\^vt^^>^^.*    ^"^^"^ 
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and  liberal  in  all  his  dealings  with  them,  he  was  not  to  be 
bounced  or  coerced.  His  excellent  wife  nobly  seconded 
him  in  all  respects,  and  resident  and  visiting  Maoris  found 

they  might  freely 
go  there  for  aid  or 
counsel,  and  tisthey 
did  so  they  saw  a 
model  Christian 
home.  While  thus 
beloved  and  es- 
teemed by  those 
for  whose  benefit 
he  speeially  labour- 
ed, Mr  llobbs  was 
e(|ually  respected 
by  tht*  few  wliitt* 
residents.  A  thor- 
ough uentlr'nKin.ind 
Christian,  t  h  hv 
(juii-kly  le.'irncMl 
th(M-t'  was  no  si'i- 
\  ice  liP  could  do 
tlicni  w  liicli  he  w  as 
not  irl'id  to  rcndiT. 
A  skilled  horticulturist,  he  was  always  willing  to  adx  i^c 
or  assist  them  in  the  stock in;^  an<l  management  of  their 
gardens  and  orchaids.  Not  infre<juently  his  mechanical 
gifts  were  recjuisitioned  for  repairs,  which  otiierwise  i-ntild 
not  have  been  ellecteih  Some  knowledije  of  ine<jicine  lie 
had  gaine<l,  and  as  minist(»r,  adviser,  and  fiiend,  he  was 
always  welcomed.  That  the  HokianLja  Mission  was  so  s<Mfn 
successful,  and  exercised  so  IxMieHcial  an  intlnmee,  was 
largely  owing  to  his  manly  (pialities,  his  prudence,  and  his 
calmly  fervent  zeal. 

The  Rev.  James  Stack  was  of  a  (piict  and  i^cnilc  dis- 
position. He  had  not  the  (piaHlicat ions  that  inakr  a 
leader,    but    he    diligently   carricil   out    the    plans    of    his 


Mrs.  IIoiuis, 


superintendent.  In  school  teaching,  and  in  \4siting  and 
preaching  at  distant  settlements,  he  was  alwaj^s  to  be 
depended  upon.  He  was  observant  of  details,  and  his 
letters  to  the  Committee  during  that  early  period  are  very 
interesting.  During  the  initiatory  stages  of  the  work  in 
Hokianga  he  was  an  earnest  and  willing  toiler.  He  servwl 
the    Wesleyan    Church   well   for  some  yeai-s,  then  joined 

tht>   Anglican  Mis-    ■  — 

sion,  and  eventu- 
ally returned  t^) 
England.  Both 
these  honoured 
Missionaries  had 
originally  come  U» 
the  country  as  lay- 
men. It  isnosli'^ht 
tribute  to  the  judg- 
ment of  Messrs 
Turner  and  White, 
that,  so  eai-lv  as 
IS-JK  they  '  dis- 
ci'rned  their  excel- 
liMice,  and  recom- 
mended them  for 
the  ministry.  And 
it  was  ])i-i»videnl  ial 
that  the  [..ondon 
Connnittee  a  'tedon 
this  a  lvi>'e.  They 
had  thus  in  theii* 
employ,  at  a  critical 
junctui'e,  the  nuMi 
best   littecl,  l>v    pre-  Mrs.    Whitklkv. 

vious  residence  in  Xcw  Zealand  and  knowledge  of  the 
lanLruane,  to  make  a  second  commencement,  and  by  (rod's 
l)k'ssiIli^^  the\'  succee(|ed  in  the  undertaking. 
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Chapter  III.— STEADY   DEVELOPMENT. 

8YKi>PHit;  —Days  of  Romance  Past— Varied  Work— Rev.  W.  White's  Superintendency— Kagemess  for  Education— KirKt  School  Examination— A  Notable  Convendon, 
Kotia— 0a«e8  of  ConHoienoe— Wheat-Orowitig— H«v.  Nathaniel  Turner's  Administration— Arrival  of  Revs.  Whiteley,  Woon  and  Walli^— Progress  of  the  Schools 
—The  HeroiKm  of  tlie  MiKsionaries'  Wives— Fanatic  Outbreak— Illustrious  Native  Agents— Burning  of  Jdigsiou  House— An  Exteufive  Round. 


fHE  fallow  ground  of  Hokianga  had  been  broken  up. 

The  natives   of   that   district,    who   had    hitherto 

lived  as  the  beasts  that  perish,  began  to  realise  and 
to  justify  the  possession  of  mind.  Always  great  talkers, 
the  mysteries  of  remling  and  writing  to  which  the  mis- 
sionaries introduced  them,  became  the  theme  of  animated 
couvei-se  in  their  meeting-houses,  and  on  their  journeys. 
The  accounts  given  them  of  lands  beyond  the  sea,  and  of 
the  doings  and  surroundings  of  the  people  there,]]enlarged 


whether  bad  or  good,  the  fact  of  an  existence  beyond  the 
grave,  the  character  of  wiiich  depended  on  the  life  here, 
struck  responsive  chords  in  their  nature.  Above  all, 
the  story  of  Redemption,  that  story  which  in  all  lands  has 
softened  the  hard  heart,  and  bent  the  stubborn  will,  that 
story  executed  its  wondrous  power,  and  some  '*  began  to 
seek  God  if  haply  they  might  tind  Him." 

On  the  soil  tlms  prepanid  was  cast,  with  liberal  hand, 
the  seed  of  the   kingdom.     The  day  of  romance  in  con- 
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the  horizon  of  these  children  of  the  forest.  The  timber 
vessels,  some  of  which  now  came  into  the  river  every  few 
months,  and  the  articles  of  trade  and  comforts  brought  in 
them,  confirmed  the  statements  of  the  Missionaries.  Nor 
were  they  slo^v  to  see  that  the  encouragement  of  the 
pakehas,  who  supplied  them  with  tools  and  clothes,  was 
greatly  to  their  advantage.  Conscience,  too,  was  awakened. 
The  important  truths  which  the  Missicmaries  iterated  and 
ix'iterated  ho  frequently  of  an  A 11- Wise  and  All-Powerful 
God,   the  Observer    and    Rewardei-   of    human  actions, 


nection  with  the  enterprise  was  past.  If  ever  the  Mission- 
aries supposed  that  this  bold  and  strong  race  was  to  be 
won  over  to  Christ's  service  in  a  short  time,  that  dream 
was  now  dispelled.  Though  they  had  no  elaborate  system 
of  idol  worship,  they  were  the  slaves  of  daik  superstitions. 
Horrid  practices,  ingrained  by  the  habit  of  many  genera- 
tions, were  to  them  but  the  customs  of  their  fathers. 
Uncleanness  of  thought  and  act  lon^  iuilwl<^v^v\.  \\\ A^'^\^^^- 
them  with  scavciiW  vuxN  *\<\v\«u  vA  ^m\\Vn  ,  'Y\vi  '*.vy\\Y;v^\v\^ 
rich,  aud  capabV^i  ol  ^Yod^l^i\\v^\v.\\vi\\^.^vi^\^\\\^x^^^v^^i>^^»*^'^ 
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was  occupied  with  a  rank  and  alien  growth,  and  needed 
careful  tillage.  To  this  the  meml>ers  of  the  mission  sted- 
fastly  applied  themselves.  They  not  only  k(»pt  up  the 
services  at  Mangungu,  but  visited  regularly  all  the  kaingas 
on  the  river  and  its  triliutaries.     They  preached  faithfully, 


native  superstitions.  Every  encouragement  possible  was 
given  to  agricultural  and  horticultural  operations.  All 
this  meant  steady  toil,  and  a  good  deal  of  manual  la1x>ur, 
and  from  early  morn  to  dusky  eve  they  wen*  busy. 

Up  to  18:50  New  Zealand  had  been  associated  eccleslas- 


EVKKYDAV    LlKK    IN    MA(»Kir,.\N  I». 

Tico  ijiil  rctfiilcntit  uf  'Tuitmariiuni.  KIu'J  ('ounlnj. 

and  turning  the  curinsity  of  th<«  nativii's  to  advaiita-i^j',  ixave 
them  much  bihliral  information  in  quiet  i-onverNJitions. 
Thev  diligently  inaintainod  the  sehools,  and  wen-  eont(Mit 
to  gi\e  sevend  In»urs  daily  to  the  work  of  tuition,  feeling 
assuied  that  in  this  wa}'  they  were  etlectually  saj^piiig  the 
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tieally  with  the  Frii'ndly  Ishmds  Mission,  and  sometimes 
the  chairman  or  suj>erinteiHlent  resid<Ml  in  Ttmga.  This 
was  ol)vif)usly  incon\enient,  and  in  that  year  New  Zealand 
wa^  inad<^  a  sejiarate  district.  The  Rev.  William  White 
had  now  icturncd  from  England,  and  as  the  senior  mini»* 
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ter,  liafl  cliarge  of  the  Mission  for  the  five  years  following. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  energy,  and  capable  of 
enduring  the  fatigues  of  long  bush  journeys  without 
apparent  injury.  He  was  also  a  keen  observer,  shrewd, 
prompt,  and  quick  to  see  the  advantages  that  the  Maoris 
might  gain  from  the  sale  of  their  timber.  His  letters  to 
the  L<mdon  committee  describe,  in  a  picturesque  way,  the 
condition  of  the  residents  in  the  several  settlements  visited, 
indicate  the  special  dangers  which  beset  them,  and  not 
infrefjuently  point  out  what  they  might  attain  to  in  the 
future.  In  view  of  the  anxiety  of  the  natives  to  learn 
the  arts  of  reading  and  writing,  he  lost  no  opportunity  of 
pressing  upon  the  authorities  tho  importance  of  sending 


te^timori}'  borne  is  that  they  spoke  with  greut  simplicity 
and  freedom,  while  in  prayer  some  of  them  wore  truly 
powerful.  They  were  also  anxious  to  do  what  they  could 
to  awaken  the  same  interest  in  othei-s.  To  those  who 
came  from  distant  places  to  the  station,  they  repeated  in 
their  own  way  the  truths  they  had  learned.  They  sought 
out  those  who  were  sick,  brought  them  to  the  Mission 
House  for  treatment,  and  themselves  tended  and  ministered 
to  them  with  the  utmost  care.  All  this  was  so  different 
to  their  former  practice,  when  the  old  and  fe(^blc  were  left 
alone  to  perish,  that  their  teachers  rejoiced  in  the  mani- 
festations of  a  more  humane  spirit.  Schools  were  also 
established    in    the   outlying    places.       In     1832    it    was 


WiiAnEPUNi  AT  KoRiNiTi  (Cortnth)  Wanganli  KlVf u. 

out  school  requisites.  Mr.  White  eventually  entered  into 
the  timber  trade,  and  as  this  was  contrary  to  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Missionary  Society,  he  retired  from  the 
ministry.  He  still  remained  in  New  Zealand,  and  made 
his  home  in  Auckland,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age. 
Cheering  indications  of  interest  now  continually  pre- 
sented themselves.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for 
strangers  from  a  distance  to  attend  the  Sunday  services, 
and  then  on  Monday  to  formally  request  the  Missionaries 
to  visit  their  kaingas.  The  old  question  which  heathen  in 
all  parts  of  the  world  put  to  their  teacher  was  often 
repeated  :  "  If  you  have  had  this  Gospel  so  long,  why  did 
vou  not  bring  it  to  us  before  ? "  Among  those  whose 
liearts  had  been  touched  by  New  Testament  teaching  there 
was  a  strong  desire  for  Christian  fellowship.  They  met 
for  this  purpose  on  two  evenings  each  week,  and  the 
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reportiHl  that  in  the  central  school  at  Mangungu  there 
weie  twenty-two  young  men  and  boys,  and  eight  girls.  At 
Mangamuka  men  and  women  came  to  school  as  well  as 
children,  and  there  was  an  average  attendance  of  thirty. 
At  Waihou  there  were  twenty-five,  and  at  Motiti  fifteen. 
To  each  of  the  last  three  places  one  of  the  Missionaries 
doyoted  two  days  per  week.  At  Waihou  and  Motiti 
buildings  had  also  been  erected,  to  serve  as  schools  on 
week  days,  and  places  in  which  to  hold  Divine  service  on 
Sundays.  This  was  done  voluntarily  by  the  residents 
there.  Among  the  young  people  there  was  a  strong  desire 
to  learn  to  read  and  write,  and  almost  equal  eagerness  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  Catechism,  and  those  parts  of 
the  Scripture  which  had  been  translated.  Many  not  only 
learned  themselves,  but  taught  others.  Mv.V^Vv\\<^^v^^5j^^'$s 
that  ou  viaiUug  ^Vaii^aviAXi^Vw^  \y!l\.'ii\  w.\\  >!^i^^\\^<i  vi\  ^^vi>^ 
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RiBiuN<;  NosEH.— Thk  Favoi-ritk  Maori  Samtation. 
weeks,  a  yuun«;  man  and  woman  who  had  not  previously 
attended  school  came,  and  he  found  they  wciv  al)lt*  to 
writ^  a  mcbsjtt^e  ou  u  blate,  and  to  read  his  reply.     Some- 


times sentences  were  found  traced  on  the  smooth  sand  of 
the  beach.  ^hnwir«;  that  no  oj)portunity  of  practisin;^  was 
lost.      At  the  end  oi  the  year,  to  encourage  the  scholars, 


Maori   mtsstons. 


timuIaK^  (»thors,   it   was   resolved   to   hold  a  public 

examination.  Only  four  days  notice  was  ][(iven  of 
it  four  liundred  persons  *(athered  from  the  out 
Its  to  witness  such  an  unheard-of  event.  Of  those 
It,  it  was  found  that  about  a  hundr(»<l  knew  the 
hisniK,  and  with  few  exceptions,  were  able  to  answer 
uestions  without  a  mistnke.  Nearly  fifty  wen*  able 
id  and  write  a  little,  and  nine  or  ten  were  able  to 
the  New  Testa- 
without  spellin*^  a 
Those  exannned 

of  all  ages  and 
4.  Chiefs  old  and 
;  were  anion*:; 
;  thei'e  w(*re  aj^ed 
n  and  youii<;  jLjirls, 
aves  of  l)oth  sexes. 
I  it  is  remembered 
bjirely  four  years 
passeil  since  the 
maries  came  lo 
inj?a,  no  wonder 
•ejoiced. 

ler  and  de(?{)er 
of  the  «;rowin<;  in- 
e  of  Christianity 
not  wantin*^.  The 
■  ance  of  the  LonTs 
became  common, 
lages  in  which  ser- 

were  held,  and 
Is  established,  it 
strictly   a   day    of 

Firewood  was  cut 

•ood    prepared    «ai  _  .-i 

•Saturday.        Kncii  

who  did  not  attend 
Tvices  so  far  re- 
'd  the  convictions 
lei-s,  that  they  re- 
d  from  work.  Jn 
)al  conflict  which 
•e<l  about  this  time, 
iigwius  deferred  till 
ay  mornin*?.  Fa- 
prayer  wtis  iiurul- 
as  a  duty,   and  in 

settlements  such 
ia  or  worship  was 
observed.  In  the 
ce  of  a  bell,  a  hoe 
iece  of  iron  was 
c  w^ith  a  stone, 
g  the  i)eople  to  ser- 
ind  most  attended. 
>est  retider  usually 
icttnl.     He    asked 

to  sing  a  hymn, 

a    portion  of^  the  translated   Scripture,   and    offered 
iporar\'    prayer.        Ni>    doubt    sucii    services    were 

very  "primitive,  but  surely  they  were  pleasing  in 
ight  of  Heaven.  Tru(^  conversions,  evidencing  a 
je  of  heart  and  life,  took  place.  Six  months  after 
Vhite  8  arrival  at  Mangungu,  Kotia,  a  favourite  slave 
e  of  the  old  chiefs  on  the  river,  was  allowed  to  come 
live  at  the   Mission  Station.     He  had  the  instincts 


n 


4^ 
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Waitax(ji  MoxrMKNT,  Bay  of  Islands. 

Eyc>'t>il  to  commemorate  the  nigninn  of  the  Treafij  of  Win'tumii. 


and  habits  of  a  slave*,  and  was  found  to  be  deceitful, 
dishonest,  and  impertinent ;  but  presently  there  came  a 
change.  On  one  occ;isi(m  when  Mr.  White  was  going  to 
iiold  service  at  l-takura,  Kotia  accompanied  him.  As 
they  phxlded  through  the  swamps  and  nmd  the  Missionary 
relattMl  to  him  the  Hible  story  of  Joseph.  It  produced  an 
extraordinary  imjiression  upon  his  nnnd.  As  he  after- 
wards   testified,    the   contrast   i)etween   Joseph's  sincerity 

and  purity,  and  tiie  du- 
plicity   and     licentious- 
ness of  the  Maoris,  and 
w  esf)ecially  his  own  prin- 

.    '  cipl(»s  and  conduct  was 

so  striking,   that  he  re- 
solved   then*  and    then 
\  to   beconu*  an   ^'ncpiin^r 

after  tiuth.  He  became 
humble,  obliging,  reli- 
able, jind  teachable.  For 
eighteen  months  h(^  was 
tested  and  instru<'ted  as 
a  catechumen,  and  then, 
on  the  last  Sunday  in 
IS.'VJ,  he  wjis  l)aj)tis(Ml. 
The  name  of  an  English 
Minister,(Ieorg(»Morley, 
was  given  him.  As  a 
convert  lie  showe<i  Ixith 
zeal  and  discretion  He 
assisted  in  the  sehool, 
and  became  pres(Mitly 
an  exhortei*  and  prayer 
leader.  Not  natm-ally 
(juick  at  learning,  pers(»- 
veiance  made  up  tor 
lack  of  talent.  He  read 
and  remembered  Srrij>- 
tnre  texts,  and  <|Uoted 
them  with  irreat  apti- 
tude. For  twt'lve  months 
he  was  in  ehai'ge  of 
the  Missi<Mi  store,  and 
though  (►t'ten  tempted 
by  heathen  visitors,  he 
was  most  tiust worthy. 
KNentually  he  l;erann' 
a  local  preaeher  and 
teaeher,  and  f(»r  some 
years  jiroN'ed  his  lov(»  to 
Christ  by  visiting  j»laces 
far  and  neai*  to  pro- 
claim the  (iosjM'l.  A 
few  months  after  Kotia's 
admission  to  the  church, 
another  young  man  of 
considerable  ability  was 
baptised  by  the  name 
of  Timi>thy  Orton, 
•f  N(»w  South  AVales,  who  was 
In  his   case  also  there 


aftei  the  ]W\ .  J.  Orton. 
visiting  the  Mission  at  the  time, 
was  clear  proof  that  he  had  j)assed  from  death  unto  life, 
and  shortly  he  too  wiis  employed  to  instruct  others.  It  is 
not  surprising  that  the  M issicmaries,  thinking  of  the  fero- 
city and  opposition  shown  a  few  years  before,  should  weep 
tears  of  joy  as  they  saw  these  first  fruits  of  their  toil. 

Anmsin«;  and  iuVviVv^sVuv^  wwivviviwV'e.  vi*i^>\\\vi\  Vi  x\n.\^  n^xvs^ 
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monotony  of  the  work.  Ciise.s  of  cons^-iiMicv*  wen*  sub- 
niitt^nl  f<ir  solution.  A  chief  of  Manfjanjuka  eon.sult«»(l  the 
Missionary  as  to  the  lawfuhiess  of  shootinj^  one  of  his 
wives  who  had  been  guilty  of  adultery.  The  advice  triven 
was  to  forsake  polygamy,  and  give  up  all  his  wiv(»s  exci'pt 
one,  hut  the  reply 
was  that  the  love 
he  had  to  the  child 
of  this  woman  pre- 
vi»nted  his  <loing 
that.  Then  h(» 
turned  upon  his  in- 
structor, and  asked 
how  it  was  possible 
that  the  religion  he 
preacluni  could  he 
of  universal  benefit 
wiiile  it  was  eon- 
fined  to  a  very 
liniite<l  portion  of 
the  country.  NVill- 
meant^'rtortsto  care 
for  th«*  peopk*  in 
sickness  did  ikM 
always  evoke  grati- 
tude. Th(»  chief 
ref(»rr(Hl  to  aboNc 
hroiight  his  child  to 
the  Mission  HiKi'^c 
in  a  dying  Uate.  It 
wjis  clothed,  ferj, 
and  medicine  ad- 
nnnister('<l,  but.  as 
wjis  antici]»ated,  its 
life  could  not  b(^ 
saved.  Upon  this 
thefat  herdemandcd 
utu,  t>r  j)ayment, 
because  of  its  death 
on  the  Mission  pre- 
mises. Another  old 
chief  ( Matangi )  who 
hiul  himself  ben<'- 
fited  by  treatment, 
came  for  medicine* 
for  his  eldest  son, 
but  said  he  had  also 
sent  for  the  ^'////;/,7^^ 
native  j)riest  and 
doctor.  Tpim  the 
Missionary  laugh- 
ing at  this,  he 
gravely  assured  him 
that  a  sick  child  of 
his  brother's  was 
being  cured  by  this      y^Kw  and  Fern  Trfks. 

very    in/mUf/a  :    but  Luiuriaui   rc,/rtition.  .oirh  „/:  in  hrrr  ,' 

another    priest  who  Xorth  Island  <>f  Xnr  Zfn la mL 

was  stronger,  and  vexed  because  he  was  not  eniploytMl, 
used  all  his  art  to  kill  the  lad,  and  he  actually  died^ 
AVhen  the  medicine  given  failed  of  its  purpose,  he 
said  it  was  clear  that  the  European  renuMlies  had  no 
power  in  Maori<lom,  and  could  not  dispossess  the  atna 
or  spirit,  to  whose  occupancy  of  the  b«)y  they  attributed 
his  illn(»ss.  They  were  ingenious  in  interpreting  Scrip- 
ture   to    support    their    own    views.      The    Missionaries 


strongly  <ienounced  the  belief  in  JIahufn  or  witchcraft. 
Tin*  Maoris  were  thoroughly  persUiwIiHl  of  its  reality, 
and  held  it  in  dread.  ()ne'of  the  first  native  pi-cju-hei-s 
one  day  Umk  for  his  t<*xt  (Jalatians  iii.,  1st  vei*se : 
**0,     foolish    Oalatians,   who    hath    bewitched   you,   that 

yc?  should  not  ol)t*y 
the  truth.*"  Kn»m 
this  he  provefl  t«» 
his  own  satisfac- 
tion, and  doubtless 
fully  convinced  his 
hearers,  that  they 
iiad  the  Bible  on 
their  sidt*,  and 
witchcraft  was  a 
grtNit  fact. 

Persistent  efforts 
were  made  to  iin- 
])rove  the  temj>oral 
condition  (►f  the 
]>{'.»pl(*.  (lifts  of 
clothing  were  sent 
fi'oni  I^ngland,  and 
dislribnti  <1  to  thos  • 
who  were  iit  need. 
I^ven  at  that  <»arly 
]MM'ioil  it  was  n(»- 
t  ii-edlio\vfi-e(|uontly 
Maoris  <lie  1  of  c<ui- 
smnptiiMi.  and  how 
this  was  induced 
and  f»».stered  by 
conn'ng  «»ut  of  their 
legated  whares  into 
the  cold  niglit  air. 
An  efl'Drt  was  matle 
tt)  tea<-h  them  some 
of  the  elementary 
rules  of  health,  but 
it  met  with  little 
success,  ami  very 
saddening  is  the 
record  of  the  nun)- 
bt'r  of  d(»aths  which 
oi'curred.  To  ]>re- 
venl  the  scarcity 
of  proNisi(ms  fnun 
which  they  often 
suffered,  further  en- 
deavours were  made 
to  encourage  them 
to  grow  wheat. 
Some  did  this  with 
success.  Mr.  White 
agi*eed  with  two 
chiefs  to  st)w  about 
three  acres  of  land, 
he  to  find  the  see<l 
and  the  natives  the  labour,  and  the  ha» vest  to  be  dividt*d, 
one  half  being  retained  by  the  u:rowers,  and  the  other  portion 
purchastMl  by  him  at  a  given  rate.  The  land  on  which  the 
(experiment  was  tried  was  about  twenty  miles  from 
Manirungu,  and  «»wned  by  natives  with  wh(mi  previously 
the  ^Mission  had  no  connection.  They  faithfully  carried 
out  the  contract,  and  succeeded  remarkably  well.  This 
was  a  bojn  to  the    Mission    as    well  as    to    the    Maoris. 
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Supplies  of  flour  from  New  South  Wales  came  very 
irregularly,  and  the  quality  could  not  be  depended  on. 
The  quantity  required  cost  from  <£20  to  <£*30  per  year,  and 
half  the  twelve  months  supply  wiis  often  spoiled.  On  the 
very  day  that  the  first  canoe  load  of  Maori-grown  wheat 
came  to  hand,  the  Mission  party  were  just  out  of  colonial 
flour.  Subsequently  it  was  reported  :  **  We  have  had 
good  bread  during  the  last  six  months,  and  have  as  much 
wheat  in  the  barn  as  will  hist  eight  months  more."  On 
the  ground  of  economy,  therefore,  it  was  desirable  to  foster 
the  cultivation,  and  one  of  the  ^[issionaries  sagaciously 
observed  that  if  each  chief 
could    be   induced    to    grow  .  —     - 

wheat,  and  bo  supplied  with 
a  steel  mill  for  grinding  the 
s.ime,  it  would  probably  result 
in  the  saving  of  many  lives. 
In  May,  183G,  the  Kev. 
Nathaniel  Turner  came  back 
to  the  New  Zealand  Mission, 
and  was  in  charge  for  some- 
thing over  tlnc?e  years.  For 
nine  years  previously  ho  had 
l)een  lal)ouring  in  the  Friendly 
Islands.  There  he  had  been 
privileged  to  see  numbers  ac- 
cept the  Gospel.  The  {)opii- 
lation  was  nuiner(»us,  they 
were  more  gentle  in  manner 
and  dis{)osition  than  the 
Maoris,  and  they  received  th(> 
Ix)rd  with  great  rt^adiness. 
Churches  were  built,  and  a 
widesprea<l  awak(Miing  took 
place.  One  island  after  another 
was  occupied,  and  in  all 
Christianity  so(m  triumpluMl, 
and  converts  were  nmlti])lied. 
But  Mr.  Turner  had  never 
lost  his  love  for  the  Maori 
people,  and  very  willingly 
returned.  Naturally  he  had 
forgotten  a  good  deal  of  tlu^ 
language.  The  very  similarity 
of  many  Tonguese  words  to 
Maori  ones,  of  somewhat 
diverse  meaning,  was  also 
productive  of  confusion  and 
embarrassment ;  but  in  a  few 
weeks  this  difficulty  was  sur- 
mounted, and  he  gave  himself, 
with  all  the  ardour  of  his 
natui-e,  to  the  varied  duties  of  his  new  position.  He 
rejoiced  greatly  at  what  had  been  already  done  in  Ho- 
kianga,  and  expressed  his  admiration.  The  crowds 
that  came  to  worship  at  Mangungu  interested  him  in- 
tensely. From  time  to  time  he  undertook  evangelis- 
tic tours  with  a  view  of  extending  the  work.  During 
one  of  these  he  visited  Oruru,  near  Mongonui,  and  has 
left  a  somewhat  extended  description  of  what  he  saw 
and  heard.  He  found  the  scenery  attractive,  the  soil 
exceedingly  fertile,  and  the  whole  valley  bearing  evidence 
of  having  formerly  had  a  much  larger  population.  At 
the  first  place  at  which  he  and  his  companions  halted, 
they  found  that  a  young  man  named  Matthew — baptised 
twelve  months  before — had  been  put  in  charge,  and  he 


Maciri  Pastimes — The  Swing. 
(From  an  old  woodcut,  "  Wendeyan  Misniojiary  Kofirci 


records  the  joy  with  which  he  found  grey-headed  men 
receiving  Christian  instruction  from  this  youth.  He 
urged  Matthew  to  commence  a  school  forthwith,  and 
furnished  him  with  books  for  the  purpose.  At  another 
settlement,  there  lived  a  chief  recently  baptised,  by  the 
name  of  Ht)hepa  Otene  (Joseph  Orton).  This  place  had 
been  visited  by  native  teachers  from  Manganmka  for  some 
months  previously,  and  seventy  persons  attended  the 
service  held  by  the  Missicm  part}-.  Such  a  testimony  to 
their  success  as  this  congregation  pi'esentod  was  ex- 
ceedingly   gratifying.     Mr.    Turner    notes    that    he    wjis 

specially  interested  in  Oruru, 

—         »        as    it  was    there    Mr.   Leigh 

had  originally  intended  to 
connnence  the;  Mission.  He 
returned  by  way  of  Whan- 
garon,  and  with  deep  emotion 
visited  the  site  of  Wesley-dale. 
Fruit  from  trees  of  his  own 
planting  was  growing  luxu- 
riantly, but  only  a  few  broken 
bricks  nMn.'iined  to  mark  the 
spot  where  tlu^  house  stood. 
The  former  inhabitants  were 
gone.  Many  had  died,  others 
had  been  driven  away,  and  of 
all  those  he  had  been  ac- 
(|uainte(l  with  during  his  resi- 
<len<'(*  there,  he  now  found 
only  two.  Their  land  had 
passed  into  other  hands,  and 
their  vill.iges  had  been  de- 
stroyed. To  the  visitor  it  was 
snd  and  rlepressing.  An 
illustration  of  wliat  New 
Zealand  travelling  in  those 
(lays  was  like  is  aflV»rde<l  by 
the  fact  Mr.  Turner  vouches 
for  -that,  on  his  return,  one 
stream  which  flowed  from  the 
mountains  to  the  Mangamuka 
had  to  be  crossed  sixty  times. 
Such  pedestrian  journeys,  un- 
dertaken for  like  objects,  and 
with  similar  results,  were  a 
part  of  the  ordinary  work  of 
those  (lavs.  Mr.  Turner  never 
spared  himself.  He  was  a  fer- 
vent and  convincing  preacher, 
an  able  and  effective  adminis- 
trator, and  his  second  term  of 
residetice  was  of  great  tul van- 
tage to  the  ^lis.sion. 
Considerable  changes  in,  and  additions  to,  the  band  of 
workers  took  place  during  these  years.  The  British  Con- 
ference of  1882  had  appointed  Mr.  H(jbbs  to  Tonga,  but 
he  did  not  actually  leave  for  his  new  sphere  until  May  30, 
1833.  His  place  in  the  New  Zealand  Missicm  wfis  taken 
by  the  Rev.  John  Whiteley,  who  had  arrived  fiom  England 
only  six  days  previously.  Mr.  Whiteley  was  a  native  of 
the  County  of  Notts,  who  had  been  moved  to  offer  himself 
for  this  then  far  distant  field.  He  w;is  a  man  of  unusual 
devotion,  and  the  mis.sionary  fire,  kindled  in  his  breast 
while  still  a  youth,  burned  with  a  steady  flame  to  the  end 
of  life.  The  night  after  his  arrival  in  Hokian^.a  Ke 
attended  a  Maori  das^  mvi^XAii^,  >«V^w  x>«t^^\\>>^  x^ssx^'e^^ 
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were  present.  Of  course  he  wbmS  ignorant  of  the  language, 
but  the  proceedings  were  translated  for  his  benefit,  and  he 
joyfully  records  the  testimonies  borne.  One  said  he  hiui 
for  some  time  been  concerned  for  the  Halvati<m  of  his  soul, 
and  on  the  Sunday  evening  previous,  under  the  preaching 
of  the  Word,  the  J^ord  spoke  pe  ice  to  his  heart,  an<l  since 
then  he  had  been  rejoicing  in  the  God  of  his  salvation. 
Another  stated  that  when  he  first  came  to  the  station,  he 
was  surprised  to  see  the  hids  able  to  read  and  write.  He 
felt  a  desire  to  do  the  same,  and  by  the  help  of  God  wjis 
now  able  to  do  so.  lie  then  adderl,  "  There  is  something 
still  before  me,  to  which  others  have  attained,  but  which  I 


Friendly  Islands  Mission,  but  whose  health  had  failed 
there,  arrived  in  Hokianga  in  January,  1834.  The 
brethren  then  resident  at  Mangungu  recommended  that  he 
should  be  associated  with  the  New  Zealand  Mission,  and 
for  twenty-four  years  he  laboured  with  the  utmost  diligence 
and  faithfulness.  His  familiarity  with  Tonguese  made  the 
acquisition  of  Maori  comparatively  easy,  and  he  sfX)n  spoke 
and  wrote  it  with  facility.  His  coming  was  providential. 
The  desire  for  books  and  portions  of  Scripture  was  intense. 
It  had  been  partly  supplied  by  the  Church  of  England 
Mission  Pre^ss  at  the  Bay  of  I.slands.  After  a  while,  a 
small  printing  press,  with  a  supply  of  type,  wiis  sent  to 


GoRGR,  PiriRiKi  Road. 

A  vi'eir  Khoiring  a  htinriunt  gron-th  of  tn'es  and  ferua. 

cannot  understand.  My  heart  is  like  a  book  written  in  a 
foreign  language,  I  cannot  understand  it."  Mr.  Whiteley 
concluded  that  he  was  being  taught  by  the  spirit  of  God. 
In  view  of  these  evidences  of  the  reality  and  magnitude  of 
the  work  being  done,  he  rapturously  wrote,  "  Here  let  me 
live,  here  let  me  work,  here  let  me  die  I"  His  wish  was 
grantc^d.  Possessed  of  great  powers  of  endurance,  able  to 
adapt  himself  to  ]Maori  surroundings,  and  becoming  a 
fluent  speaker  in  the  native  tongue,  he  threw  himself  into 
the  work  of  the  Mission  with  the  greatest  altandon,  was 
greatly  beloved  by  the  natives,  and  never  ceased  his  efforts 
on  their  behalf  until,  thirty-six  years  later,  he  was  shot  in 
Taranaki,  while  on  his  way  to  a  country  appointment. 
The  Kev.  William  Woon,  who  had  been  a  printer  in  the 
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Hokianga,  and  Mr.  Ilobbs,  with  praiseworthy  energy, 
learned  to  set  up  type  and  print.  Shortly  after  Mr. 
Woon's  arrival,  he  put  the  press  into  thorough  working 
order,  and  for  many  years  it  was  invaluable.  Primers  for 
school  children,  catechisms,  hynms  on  sheets  and  in 
pamphlet  form  were  printed  and  circulated,  and  in  1836 
a  Harmony  of  the  Gospels  was  issued. 

During  all  this  time,  the  attendance  at  the  public 
services  at  .Mangunga  was  large,  orderly,  and  impressive. 
Writing  to  the  London  Committee  three  months  after  his 
arrival,  Mr.  Woon  gives  an  account  of  the  congregation 
on  the  preceding  Sunday.  In  the  absence  of  Messrs. 
White  and  Whiteley,  who  were  preaching  elsewhere,  he 
had    charge.     He  states   that   **  the   native    chapel    waa 
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to  excess,  and  ijn^at  n  urn  hern  had  to  sit  outside 
t  of  nx)iii,  and  all  apparently  were  panting  for  the 
)f  Life.  Such  was  the  eag<»r  desire  to  receive 
icn  in  the  evening,  that  they  almost  trampled  upon 
ler  when  making  their  vvay  to  the  House  of  God. 
:  them  had  come  forty  miles  to  atcend  the  worship, 
>eared  greatly  interested  in  the  services.  .  .  A 
lief  from  Mangamuka,  about  fifteen  miles  distant, 
jr  the  first  time  to  pn»fess  his  attachment  to 
.nity."  Nor  was  this  unusual,  for  he  adds, 
4t  every  Sabbath 
rs  make  their  ap- 
f^,  who  have  been 
by  their  neighbours 
nds  to  forsake  their 
lish  pursuits  and 
the  worshij)  of  God. 
d  gladden  the  ey(  s 
eer  the  hearts  of 
Clinstians  could 
itness  the  concnn 
\ted  by  this  ])eople 

vation 

inging,  pray  its,  at- 

to  their  classes,  and 
rdinanccs  of  religion 
no  doubt  on  our 
IS  to  their  sincerity  : 
ir  consistency  and 
n  in  the  h(»usc  of 
ley  are  a  pattern  to 
who    have    enjoyed 

advantages, 
f  cannot   meet  their 
il    wants,    for    hun- 
ire    forsaking  their 

customs  and  j)rae- 
nd  se<*king  the  sal- 
of  their  souls."     A 

school  exannniition 
d  on  Christmas  Day 
.  year,  and  aroused 
ithusiasm.  No  less 
fifty  -  three  canoes 
lunted  on  the  beach 

time.  These  bad 
t  a  thousand  per- 
iho  hfu\  come  from 
-six  to  thirty  miles 
resent,  and  brought 
rovisions  with  them, 
le  <lay  was  given  up 
xercises.  At  eight  in 
rning  a  sermon  was 

?d  from  Matthew  ii,  0.  After  this  the  examination 
conunencefl.  It  wfis  found  that  of  thost*  present, 
^ht  young  men  and  boys  and  twenty  women  coulcl 
le  New  Testament  and  write*  a  gcxnl  hand,  while 
who  could  not  reiul  without  spelling  were  too  shy  to 
brwanJ.  The  enquiry  into  knowledge  of  the  Cate- 
was  even  more  gratifying,   for  two  hundnKl  could 

all  the  questions,  though  it  is  significantly  observed 
n  varying  tlie  form  of  the  (juestion,  they  did  not  all 
he  subjects.     At  this  time  the  total  number  under 
tion  in  the  schools  was  reported  Jis  four  hundred. 
Bervices  for  Euro|)eans,  though  strictly  subordinate 
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to  the  Mission  proper,  were  also  regularly  lield.  Some 
greatly  appreciated  them,  and  occasionally  the  fruit  of 
them  was  seen  in  far  distant  lands.  One  instance  may  l)e 
cited.  A  Swedish  vessel  came  to  Hokianga  to  loa<i  with 
tinjber.  The  mate  of  the  \essel  heard  Mr.  Turner  preach, 
and  the  Word  was  blessed  to  his  convei-sion.  He  returneil 
to  his  native  land,  but  he  maintiiined  his  piety.  When, 
years  after,  the  Rev.  George  Scott  connnenced  the  W<»s- 
leyan  Mission  in  Stockholm,  this  ex-sailor,  brought  to  God 
in  New  Zealand,  was  one  of  his  first  ofiice- bearers. 

A  further  addititm  to 
the  staft'of  Mission  workers 
was  made  by  the  arrival  of 
the  Rev.  James  Wallis  and 
Mrs.Wallison  December  2, 
18:U.  Mr.  Wallis  was  a 
native  of  T^)ndon,  and  in 
his  youth  had  been  ac- 
customed to  hear  some 
of  the  great  MetluMlist 
pn»acliers,  who,  in  the  earh' 
part  of  the  century,  were 
station(Hl  in  the  metro])olis. 
Converted  at  an  early  age, 
he  in  due  time  became  a 
local  preacher,  and  also  a 
])reaclier  of  **The  Christian 
Community,''  an  organisa- 
tion for  th(»  supply  of 
religious  services  to  work- 
houses, gaols,  lodging- 
houses,  etc.  His  zeal  in 
th(\se  spheres  of  labour  led 
to  his  being  received  into 
the  Ministry,  and,  desiring 
to  be  engaged  in  Foreign 
Missions,  he  was  sent  to 
New  Zealand.  While  small 
of  stature,  he  was  verv 
wiry,  enjoyed  good  health, 
and  was  an  almost  tireless 
traveller  in  the  long  jour- 
neys on  fool  wliicfi  t!ie 
early  Missionaries  all 
undertoijk.  Quiet  in  nwm- 
niM',  and  at  times  greatlv 
de])ress(»d  in  spii-il,  he  was 
most  industrious  and  p(»r- 
severing.  He  was  a  vora- 
cicms  reader,  and  conscien- 
tiously attended  to  all  th(» 
<letails  of  his  otiice.  Nearly 
thirty  years  were  sp(»nt 
by  him  in  uninterruptedly 
ministering  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  Maori  pe«)ple. 
Two  daugliNTs  and  a  son  were  willingly  given  uj)  for 
Missionary  work  in  the  South  Seas,  and  a  grandson 
now  keeps  up  the  family  name,  and  holds  an  honoured 
place  as  a  minister  of  the  Fiji  Mission.  In  iHCu]  Mr. 
Wallis  was  appointed  to  a  European  Circuit,  but  after 
i\ye  years  found  the  toil  too  severe,  and  became  a 
Supernumerary.  For  twenty-seven  years  mort?  h(»  resided 
in  Auckland,  preaching  as  he  was  able,  visiting  the  sick 
and  nt?edy,  and  there,  **in  age  and  feebleness  extreme,"  ne 
finished  his  course  in  1895,  having  i-esided  in  the  North 
Island  for  over  sixty  years. 
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A  very  high  meed  of  praise  ou^ht  here  to  be  accorded 
to  the  wives  of  these  early  Missionaries.  Mesdames 
White,  Turner,  Hobbs,  Whiteley,  and  Wallis  were  in  every 
respect  worthy  helpmeets  of  their  husbands.  Like  them, 
they  were  tilled  with  profound  pity  ft)r  the  oaimibal  New 
Zealanders,  and  with  unremitting  zeal  they  lalx)ured  for 
their  enn version.  Their  means  were  very  limited,  house- 
hold and  family  cares  pressed  heavily  upon  them,  th(?y 
were  destitute  of  most  conveniences,  and  had  daily  trials 
of  patience  :  but  they  nev'»r  murmured.  They  had  given 
themselves  to  Christ,  and  His  constraining  love  mtule 
them  willing  to  do  and  suffer  so  that  those  whom  He  had 


in  some  cases  striking,  instances  of  conversion.  In  1S35 
it  was  reported  that  several  chiefs  had  lately  declare*!  in 
favour  of  Christianity.  Two  are  named — Tawhai  and 
Miti.  These  were  both  alxmt  thirty-five  veal's  of  aire. 
The  former  had  bt^en  one  of  the  most  celebrat<^l  and  suc- 
cessful warriors  of  the  land.  These  two  chiefs,  with  all 
their  people,  including  some  old  grey-headi*fl  cannibals,  are 
then  said,  like  the  man  in  the  (Jospel,  out  i)f  whom  tlie 
foul  spirit  had  l)een  cast,  to  be  sitting  at  the  feet  of  Jesus 
anxious  to  learn  and  ready  to  embrace  the  will  <if  (iml. 
Mo(»tai'a,  a  very  j)owei'ful  chief,  who  lived  near  the  Hea<K 
hml  also  expressed  his  intention  of  professing  Christianity. 


Mission   Hor.vK,  \V.\i\i.\,   II<>kian«;  \. 

redeemerl  might  lu*  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  thr  truth. 
While  th(Mr  husbands  taught  reading  and  writing  in  the 
schools,  they  instructed  tfie  girls  in  tin*  not  h'ss  ncccssai  v 
art  of  European  cookinir,  bi'ead-inaking,  sewing,  and  other 
household  accomplishnirnts.  They  also  ministered  to 
the  Native  women  in  their  times  of  need,  romfortrd  thi-m 
in  seasons  of  sorrow,  and  for  many  of  them  cherished 
a  sincere  affection.  Often  they  were  left  alone  for  days, 
and  sometimes  for  weeks  at  a  time,  surrounded  by  Maoris 
only,  and  these  known  to  ]k»  uin-eliable  and  f('rocii)us. 
That,  under  such  circumstances,  these  g«Klly  women,  gently 
nurtured,  were  able  to  maintain  their  relhiement  of 
manner,  and  to  train  their  sons  and  daughters  to  observe 
the  pr«»prieties  and  (-ourtesies  of  life,  says  much  for  their 
force  and  tact.  Their  trust  was  in  (iod,  and,  doubtless, 
the  sight  of  their  ijuiet  devotion  Xo  duty  ha<l  a  wondeifid 
effect,  and  gave  to  the  Natives  some  idea  t.»f  what  the 
sanctity  of  home  life  really  meant. 

The  faithful   labourers   were  still   cheered  by  clear,  and 
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it*  only  1m'  iniirht  have  a  r«'sident  Missionary,  <»r  Teacher. 

As  niiiilit  1)«'  exjMM-ted,  thei-e  wen*  occiisional  defections, 
caused  by  iniinoiality  and  instability.  These  instances 
are  reported  with  sorrow  :  but  it  is  added  that.  Church 
discipline  havini;  lu'en  exercised,  the  offenders  had,  with 
one  exception,  been  brcKight  to  repentance.  Then*  \\as  at 
least  one  instance  (»f  fanaticism.  At  Vtakura  a  chief 
called  IFauhau  died.  It  was  proposed  to  kill  a  slave  to  go 
with  him  tt»  the  world  of  spirits.  To  this  the  Christian 
nati\es  objecttMl,  and  as  they  did  so,  according  to  the  narra- 
tion gi>en,  they  wen'  seized  with  a  supernatural  impulse, 
under  which  they  shook  and  tremble<l.  Presently  one 
])n'dicted  that  on" tin*  following  Monday  the  clouds  would 
be  n'd,  ami  Hauhau  would  l»e  restored  to  life.  The  «ime 
natiNe  also  announced  himself  as  the  ^lessiah,  but  after- 
wards ]»ul)licly  recanted,  and  owned  that  he  was  deceiviNJ. 
The  Missionaries  attributed  this  to  the  influence  of  the 
Kvil  One.  Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks,  the  work 
made  constant  [progress.     In   \^'^ii  the  number  of  Church 
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)ers  was  one  hundred  and  ninety,  and  five  hundred 
I  pLM>pl(<  were  being  tau<j:ht  in  the  schools.  Nearly 
Vo:irs  previously  Mr.  Whiteley  reported  that  the 
es  at   W'aiwerohia  had  built  a  Ciiurch,  and  that  ho 


by  their  own  countrymen.  Hence  they  appoints  them 
class-leaders,  made  them  exhorters  and  local  preaehei-s,  and 
put  the  most  trustworthy  of  ihcMU  in  charge  of  villages  as 
suh-pastors    or   teachers.      Many   of   them    showtnl    great 


MvOKI   Wakkakf. 

Warn'  r  in   u-hiii\i  trim. 

I    recently   hrld  sfrvioc-;   at  Tawhais  place,  and  also  at 
inp»re  nnd  VVaimaiiiaku. 

The    imfHH'tant    work    of    training    native    agents  was 

wlily  carried  on.     The  Missionaries  saw  dearly  that  if 

tribes  of  New  Zt»aland  were  to  be  <'vatigelised  it  must  lie 
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ability  anrl  fitness  for  thf  work.  Their  n  iin«'s  were  remark- 
able. Palriarehs.  ajMistles,  evangelist'!,  and  famous  Va\\*- 
lisli  ministers  wtM'e  among  those  ehosen  by  them  at  their 
baptism.     Si.>me  of   these  deserve   to  \w  vvvv\vv^\V^^^\vA.    \\\ 
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exhorter.  He  was  a  chief  by  birth,  and  a  pattern  of 
simplicity,  sincerity,  and  uprightness.  Moses,  a  younger 
brother  of  one  of  the  same  name  who  hiwl  recently  died  is 
describ«»d  as  a  delicate  but  lovely  youth,  and  truly  devote<l 
to  G(k1.  John  Wesley,  as  l)ccame  his  name,  was  very  pious 
and  promising,  and  filled  the  same  oflices  as  Noah,  llichard 
Watson,  a  youth  of  sixteen,  could  reml  and  write  well. 
He  hiul  alnvidy  begun  to  pr(»ach,  and  the  Missionary  who 
heard  him  had  been  so  struck  with  t\w  gracefulness  of  his 
manner,  clear  statements  of  Christian  d«)ctrine,  and  the 
point  and  earnestness  of  his  a])peals,  that  he  thought  the 
name  of  the  elo(|uent  Knglish  Divine  had  been  most 
appn)priately  bcst.ow(»d.  lUil  of  all  the  group,  Simon 
Peter  was  the  njost  eons])icuous.  He  had  been  a  great 
fighter,  b'ut  lx*came  a  brave  and  heroic  prea<-h(»r.  To  pro 
claim  the  (los])el  he  wmt  ovei  tin*  ground  which  ht»  had 
formerly  aided  to  stain  witli  hninaii  gore.  A  ])arty  of  his 
former  foes  conspired  to  nnirder  him  on  his  return. 
When  the  daiiLrer  beeanu'  known  to  him,  and  he  was 
urged  not  to  go  near  them,  he  siniply  said,  ''What  is  niv 
life  compared  wiili  the  life  of  tlieir  souls,  that  I  should 
hesitate  ("  Tiiese  were  tro]>hies  of  the  Cross,  .ind  gav(» 
great  promise  for  the  future. 

A  great  cahunity  befell  the  Mission  in  the  latter  part 
of  Mr  Tui'ner's  term,  by  th(»  house  at  Mani^ungu  being 
accidental! V    burned.      At   one  time  it  was  feared  that  the 


whole  Missiim  Station  would  l)e  swept  awa}' :  but  it 
being  Saturday  night,  or  rather  early  on  Sunday  niomin*;, 
the  natives  were  present  in  numbers  for  tlie  services. 
They  exerted  tliemselves  t^)  check  the  flames,  and  confined 
them  to  the  house  and  store.  Still  it  was  a  sad  mis- 
fortune. The  money  loss  to  the  Mission  authorities  and 
Mr.  Turner  was  estimatc^d  at  £800.  A  more  serious 
thing  was  that  the  minute  W)ks,  containing  the  official 
n»cords  of  the  early  days  of  the  Mission,  and  Mr.  Turner's 
journals  and  manuscripts,  were  destroyed. 

Still  they  toiled  on,  and  within  eight  years  from  the 
tinje  the  mission  wjis  recommence<l,  no  less  than  sixtwii 
churches  had  been  erected.  The  following  is  the  list  :— 
Mangungu,  Hununuhuhuna,  Hotoria,  Okakji,  Tarawaua, 
Totara,  Maiiawakaieia,  Waiiiui,  Mangataipa,  Hotopi{)iwai, 
Freshwater  Orove,  Newark,  Otama,  Whangape,  Wt»raohia, 
Kaihu.  Th{»  conjunction  of  English  and  native  names 
sounds  strangely.  It  is  probable  that  several  of  the  Maori 
ones  are  imj»roj»(»rly  sj>elt  ;  but  to  those  who  know  tho 
distiict,  it  is  evident  that  a  larg(*  area  was  c«)vered.  Thev 
were  Formed  into  a  reguLir  circuit.  Amongst  them  the 
missionaries  and  their  native  assistants  constantly  itine- 
rat<Ml,  and  as  the  Sabbath  came  round  they  proclaimed 
therein  the  Word  of  (lod.  Well  might  they,  with  such 
results,  thank  (Jod  and  take  courage? 
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Chapter  IV. 

8TNOP8I8.— New  Fields  In«pected— Cost  of  Travel— Territorial  Disputes— ProralsinK  BeginninK  at  Waingaroa  and  Kawhia— Frugal  Diet  and  Bare  Lodgings— A  Notable 
ConTert,  Te  A waitai— Station  Temporarily  Vacated — Kaipara  Opened— Tragwlies  of  Maori  liife  Tliere— Household  Economies — Whangape— The  Pakane  or 
Newark  Station— Its  Surroundings— Memorable  Services  at  Mangungu— Matrimony  Wholesale— Zeal  of  Converts— First  Maori  Martyrs— Instances  of  Devotion 
— Roman  Catholic  Controversy— Continued  Growth. 


ITiiARGE  as  the  circuit  mentionecl  at  the  close  of  the 
11  m  last  chapter  was,  all  the  preaching  places  were  still 
in  the  Hokianga  district.  According  to  the  com- 
)iler  of  Brett's  **  Early  History  of  New  Zealand,"  fifteen 
>f  them  were  thus  located  :  "  One  was  seven  mih^s  up  the 
nain  river  on  its  western  side,  one  on  th(»  east,  three 
learer  the  bar  on  the  same  side  as  One  Tree  Point,  three 
►n  the  Wainia  river,  three  on  the  Waihou  and  Utakura 
ti-eanis,  three  on  the  Manganiuka,  and  the  main   station 


As  early  as  January,  1834,  the  committee  in  London 
res()lv(»d  that  a  Missionary  should  l>e  appointed  to  Waipa. 
This  wiis  in  response  to  a  request  made  by  natives,  who 
had  come  from  thence  to  Hokianga  to  urge  their  suit.  A 
special  District  Meeting,  held  on  February  13th  and  14th, 
determined  to  recommend  no  less  tlmn  three  new  centres — 
Whangape,  Waikato,  and  Kaipara.  That  meeting  also 
resolveil  that  the  Southei'n  districts  should  bo  visited, 
Mr.  Whiteley  being  appointed  to  make  a  tour  of  inspection 
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t  Mangungu."  Obviously  the  time  occupied  in  travelling 
J  and  from  the  distant  phices  was  considerable.  Occasion- 
lly  it  was  lengthened  by  rough  weather.  It  became  clear 
30,  tliat  closer  pastoral  attention  was  needed.  Then,  as 
Iready  intimated,  dista-nt  tribes  had  heard  of  the  Gospel 
lessage,  and  earnestly  requested  teachers.  It  is  no  won- 
er,  therefore,  that  the  Missionaries  cahie  to  the  conclusion 
fiat  it  was  desirable  to  form  new  stations  on  the  Hokianga, 
nd  to  extend  their  lalx)urs  to  other  districts. 


in  Kawhia  and  the  adjacent  places,  and  Mr.  White  going 
to  Waikato.  Th(»  former  proceeded  to  his  destination  by 
land,  travelling  along  the  sea  coast,  and  depending  upon 
the  Maoris  resident  in  the  ninghbourhood  to  ferry  him 
across  the  Kaipara  and  Manukau  HarlK)urs,  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Waikato  river,  in  their  canoes.  The  journey 
occupied  ten  days.  On  arrival  he  found  "  a  people  pre- 
pired  of  the  I^rd.''  Subsequently  he  reports:  "I.'^^^^sSo 
down  the  river  aivA  ^^^wX.  W\^  ^?Mci^\>cv  ^\JC^  "v^csfe.  >NssiC>M'i'^ 
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and  Europeans  at  the  Heads,  and  on  Monday  proceeded 
towards  Kawhia,  where  I  arrived  in  tlie  evening  of  the 
followin*;  day.  No  Missionary  has  ever  visited  these 
natives  U'fore,  yet  they  have  erecte<l  a  Chapel  and  ol)tained 
books,  and,  to  the  best  of  their  knowled«;^e  have,  for  some 
time  past,  attended  to  the  ordinances  of  reli^^ion  as  taught 
by  Missionaries  in  other  parts  of  the  island."  After  stay- 
ing some  time  visiting  the  most  important  kaingas  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  finding  everywhere  a  large  populaticm, 
he  returned  tlioroughly  convince*]  that  a  station  should  at 
once  be  establish^Ml  there,  and  that  by  the  blessing  of  G<k1, 
abundant  success  might  be  expect<'(l.  Mr.  White  did  not 
set  out  on  his  journey  until   May.     As  an  illustration  of 


in  the  services  during  such  visits.  The  Maoris  regarded 
them  not  as  rivals,  but  as  two  divisions  of  the  Christian 
army.  They  were  solicitous  that  they  shouM  l>e  ti-eat^,**! 
alike.  An  amusing  instance  of  this  is  given.  When 
Patuone,  the  j»rot^ctor  of  the  Wesleyan  Mission  in  Hoki- 
anga,  resolvtvl  to  become  a  Christian  he  was  baptised  by 
an  Episcopalian  minister,  and  took  the  name  of  Marsh 
r»rown.  When  his  brother,  Nene,  ecjually  renowned,  and 
subsecjutMitly  more  famous  and  vigorous,  took  the  same 
step  h(»  was  baptised  at  the  Wesleyan  Missi<m,  and 
adopted  the  name  of  Tamati  Waka  (Thomas  W^alker),  a 
well  known  siipp(»rter  in  England.  This  wa.s  arranged 
expressly  so  as  not  to  favour   one  more  than  the  other, 
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the  difficulty  and  expense  of  travelling  at  that  perioil,  it 
may  \ye  mentioned  that  he  pai<l  £\0  for  a  passage  in  a 
schooner  to  W^aikato,  while  an  agreement  was  madt^  thai  if 
the  same  vessel  wen^  reijuircHl  to  bring  him  back,  h(»  should 
pay  .£20  more.  His  absence  was  pr(»long<'d.  Humours 
reached  Hokianga  that  he  had  been  killed.  Great  anxiety 
was  felt,  and  a  search  party  was  about  to  be  sent  out, 
when  on  29th  June  he  returned.  His  testimony  was  that 
the  whole  of  that  district,  with  its  thousands  of  people, 
was  open  to  the  Gospel,  and  that  he  had  arranged  for 
three  Stations. 

Up  to  this  time  the  members  of  the  Episcopalian  and 
Wesleyan  Missions  had  laboured  in  the  utmost  harmony 
and  good-fellowship.  Close  personal  friendships  were 
formed.     They  visited  each  other*s  stations,  and  assistxxl 
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and  wjis  so  nndeistood  by  their  fellow-tribesmen.  Would 
that  these  friendly  r<'lations  had  ecmtinued  I  Hut  it  wfw 
not  to  be.  '*  A  little  rift  within  the  lute"  made  itself 
apparent  this  year.  Tn  Waikato  Mr  White  heard  of  the 
intention  of  thr?  other  Church  to  open  Missions  there  .also. 
On  his  r(»turn  to  Mangungu,  and  after  consultation  with 
his  colleague,  a  letter  was  written  to  the  Episcopalian 
authorities  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  stating  what  had  be<*n 
<lone,  and  asking  them  to  avoid  the  occasion  of  strife 
among  themselves  and  i)erplexity  to  the  natives,  by  n<»t 
occupying  the  same  ground.  l>y  this  time  the  older  Mis- 
sion was  established  at  the  Thames,  and  the  East  Coast 
wjLs  op(»ning  to  their  agents.  It  was  therefore  suggested 
that  they  should  confine  themselves  to  the  eastern  and  the 
Wesleyans  to  the  western  side  of  the  island.     On  replies 
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iing  received  demurring  to  this,  copies  of  the  cori-es- 
mdeiice  were  sent  to  the  English  Committee.  After 
inferring,  probably  with  officers  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
I  London,  the  Committee  decided  that  the  Weslejcan 
rethren,  for  the  present,  should  not  come  further  south 
lan  Manukau.  The  attempted  restriction  was  unwise, 
id  was  never  approved  by  the  Missionaries  them- 
»lves.  The  natives  of  Kawhia  and  Waikato  had  Ix^come 
ttached  to  those  who  first  visited  them,  and  eventually 
le  agreement  wtis  set  aside. 


come  round  and  convey  the  Missionaries,  their  ^ives, 
boards  for  flooring,  and  their  few  household  gods.  These 
were  hmded  at  Kawhia,  wheii?  Mra  WalJis  remained 
with  Mi's  W(Km.  Mr  Wallis,  very  impei-foctly  acquainted 
with  the  language,  and  not  yet  inured  to  New  Zealand 
travelling,  gives  an  amusing  account  of  the  journey  of 
over  twenty  miles  to  Waingaroa.  The  first  part  of  it  was 
across  a  mud  flat,  in  which  pedestrians  sank  nearly  to 
their  knees.  As  he  had  not  yet  learned  to  walk  barefoot 
he  was  taken  over  some  lofty  sandhills  instead,  but  found 
walking  there  very  toilsome.  At  night  he  was  heartily 
woleoniecl  at  a  niiLivt^  settlement,  and  found  lir  rould 
enjoy  a  supper  of  potJit*>es,  eaten  without  saltj  and  with- 
out either  knife  or  fork.  Wearied  witli  his  day's  travel, 
he  hoped  to  enjoy  a  gCHxl  night^s  rest;  but  insect  tor- 
mentors were  so  numerous  and  so  ravenous  that  he  was 
glful  when  moniing  came.  The  rest  of  the  road  was  a 
narrow  native  path  through  a  dense  forest.  Befi>re  night- 
fiill  he  reached  his  destination,  and  wa^  kindly  received. 
A  raiipo  Imt,    eight  feet   by  five,  and   five  feet  liigh,  wjis 
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Meantime,  the  Mission  in  the  south  was  actually  begun, 
If  Woon  being  sent  there  in  November,  18^U.  He  and 
is  family  took  up  their  residence  near  Kawhia.  A  few 
loiiths  later  Messrs  Whiteley  and  Wallis  followed.  It 
as  intended  that  the  former  should  conmience  a  station 
a.  the  south  side  of  Kawhia,  and  the  latter  one  on  the 
orth  of  Waingaroa  Harbour,  now  known  as  Raglan. 
ites  at  these  places  had  been  secured  by  the  chairman 
aiing  his  visit  the  previous  year.  Mr  Wallis  giv^es  an 
30ount  of  their  preparations,  voyage  and  reception.  As 
lere  were  no  house«,  and  no  mechanics  living  in  the 
icalities  chosen,  the  Missionaries  exercised  their  skill  in 
laking  battened  doors,  for  the  dwellings  which  were  to 
B.     A  vessel  was  chartered  from  the  Bay  of  Islands  to 
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iissigned  as  his  residence  until  a  Mission  House  could  be 
built.  As  there  was  ntMther  bed,  table  nor  chair,  he  felt 
he  was  fast  nearing  the  state  of  primitive  simplicity. 
Shortly  after  fifty  or  sixty  men  set  to  work  to  prepare  a 
more  connuodious  and  substantial  dwelling.  Many  hands 
are  said  to  make  light  work.  Tn  this  cjise  it  was  not  so. 
The  rule  was  for  a  third  of  them  to  work  at  one  time, 
while  the  rest  looked  on  and  made  sugge,stions.  Conse- 
quently progress  was  slow.  Being  at  length  finished,  a 
dozen  Mjioris  carried  Mrs  Wallis  over  from  Kawhia  in  a 
sedan  chair  of  their  own  construction,  and  brought  her 
home  amid  great  rejoicings.  The  vessel  presently  came 
into  the  bay,  brii\^.\\\^  doot^,  vj'wAv^^^,  "Cwi  >iR».\^-'^  V^^- 
ture,  and  goods  lox  V>«.x\fcx.    '^^i  ^  X^^^x^^xcv^  ^.^  ^^^^ 
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The  natives  next  erected  a  raupo  church,  capable  of  seat- 
ing some  hundreds  of  pei-sons,  and  this  was  soon  filled. 
In  conducting  the  services  Mr  Wallis  had  a  capable  native 
teacher  named  John  Lcl^li  co  assist.  Sunday  and  day  schools 
were  started,  4nd  a  class  meeting  organised.  Among 
the  first  converts  was  a  chief  called  Te  Awaitai. 
He  had  been  a  great  warrior,  and  in  the  raids  which 
Te  Wherowhero  —  afterwards  known  as  Potatau,  the 
Maori  King  —  made  on  Taranaki,  Te  Awaitai  was 
his  right-hand  man.  When  about  to  start  on  a  hostile 
expedition  he  was  dissuiuled  by  the  Missionary,  and 
yielded  to  his  representations.  He  began  to  attend 
the   services,    and    soon    expressed   a   desire    to   make   a 


1886,  that  several  large  and  influential  tribes  had  come 
forward  professing  their  attachment  to  Christianity.  The 
number  of  hearei-s  on  the  Lord's  Day  was  usually  from 
four  to  five  hundred.  There  were  two  preaching  services, 
two  classes  also  met,  and  catechetical  instruction  was  given 
to  those  who  came  from  distant  places.  On  four  evenings 
of  the  week  other  classes  were  met,  on  the  fifth  the  resi- 
dent natives  were  catechised,  and  on  the  sixth  medicine 
was  administered,  and  preparation  made  for  the  Sunday 
services.  It  was  a  busy  life.  Three  hundred  attended 
the  day  schools,  and  many  of  these  were  able  to  read  with 
an  ease  and  correctness  truly  astonishing.  Natives  from 
a  disUince  frequently  brought   pigs  to   purchase   a  book 
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profession  of  Christianity.  A  severe  test  was  applied. 
He  was  told  the  Christian  religion  only  allowed  one  wife, 
while  he  had  no  less  than  nine.  Eight  were  given  up,  and 
he  was  duly  married  to  the  ninth.  At  his  baptism  he 
chose  the  name  of  Wiremu  Nera  (Wm.  Naylor).  He 
became  a  decided  Christian,  was  a  great  friend  and 
supporter  of  the  British  Government,  exercised  a  powerful 
influence  among  his  countrymen,  and  was  greatly  respected. 
Many  years  afterwards  both  he  and  his  wife  died  as  they 
had  lived,  in  the  faith  of  the  Gospel.  Other  persons  less 
noted  and  conspicuous  also  professed  conversion.  Mr. 
Wallis  reported  to  the  committee  under  date  18  th  January, 
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which  the  Missionary  was  unable  to  supply,  and  he  speaks 
of  their  disappointment  and  of  the  reluctance  with  which 
they  drove  their  pigs  home.  Many  infants  had  already 
been  baptized,  and  several  couples  married.  High  testi 
mony  is  also  borne  to  their  attention  to  the  teaching  and 
their  general  propriety  of  conduct.  Meantime,  Mr 
Whiteley,  who  for  the  time  being  had  fixed  his  head- 
quarters at  a  village  called  Waiharakeke,  in  the  Kawhia 
district,  rejoiced  in  similar  successes.  Indeed,  the  whole 
population  of  those  part«  seemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of 
becoming  Christians,  At  this  juncture,  the  decision  of 
the  London  Committee  was  received,  stating  that  as   the 
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Episcopal  Mission  had  intended  to  work  among  these 
tribes,  and  partially  made  provision  for  doing  so,  these 
place*?  should  be  given  up  to  them.  Messrs  Wliiteley  and 
Wallis  were  far  from  pleased  at  the  action  taken,  and 
imagineti  there  was  some  misunderstanding,  if  not  misrep- 
resentation, about  the  matter  ;  but  as  loyal  servants  of  the 
Churcli,  they  were  bound  to  obey,  and  with  great  unwil- 
lingness they  returned  to  Hokianga. 

The  next  attempt  was  made  at  Kaipara.  There  also 
Mr  Wallis  was  the  pioneer.  Mr  White  had  previously 
visiter!  the  district,  and  was  of  opinion  that  two  Mission- 
aries woul<l  l>e  requirwl ;  one  to  live  near  the  Heads,  and 
and  the  other  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Northern 
Wairoa.  The  R(?v.  N.  Turner  ha<l  suwa)  become  Chair- 
man, and  directed  Mr.  Wallis  to  proceed  to  the  latter 
locality.     This  was  in   l^'M5.     That    the    residents    there 


of  a  trumpet.  A  hundred  and  fifty  acres  had  been  pur- 
chased as  a  site  for  the  station.  Not  far  away  was  a 
large  Native  settlement,  occupied  by  savages,  whose  chief 
desin?  for  religious  instruction  appeared  to  be  based  upon 
the  temporal  iidvantages  which  would  accrue  to  them  from 
the  residence  of  a  Missionary.  The  first  dwelling  place  of 
^Ir  and  Mrs  Wallis  was  a  small  Native  hut,  which  had 
neither  door  nor  windows.  The  ordy  eligible  site  for  a 
house  was  covercfd  with  dense  bush.  This  was  soon  cut 
down,  the  aid  of  two  sawyers  living  <m  the  river  was 
enlisted,  and  the  framework  of  a  house  of  wood  prepare<l. 
Most  of  the  actual  work  of  building  was  done  by  the  Mis- 
sionary hims(»lf,  and  as  soon  as  one  room  was  conipleted, 
he  and  his  wife  removed  thither.  The  next  thing  was  a 
chimney.  As  tluTt*  were  no  bricks  in  the  district,  it  was 
resolved  to  build   it  of  cob.     This  s(»emed   to  succeed  ad- 
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greatly  needed  the  Gospel  of  peac(»  and  goodwill  an  inci- 
dent fpom  the  Missionary  s  journal  sutliciently  prov(»s.  On 
his  arrival  he  found  a  man  had  been  condemned  to  be 
killed  and  eat^n  for  criminal  misconduct  with  a  memlx*r 
of  the  Chief's  family,  and  he  was  too  late  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  sentence.  S<Km  after  another  was 
adjudged  to  suffer  the  same  dreadful  fate,  but  his  life  was 
spared  through  Mr  Wallis's  intercessions.  The  j)lace 
chosen  was  called  Tangiteroria.  On  the  Wairoa  the  tide 
flows  with  great  force,  rising  and  falling  from  fourteen  to 
twenty  feet.  The  muddy  banks  abounded  with  eels,  and 
to  capture  these  the  Maoris  constructed  large  weirs.  As 
they  poled  their  canoes  up  by  the  weirs  in  thc^  rushing 
tide,  there  was  an  audible  vibration.  This  they  compartni 
to  the  sound  of  the  conch  shell,  which  was  blown  as  they 
went  to  war.     Hence  the  name — Tangiteroria — the  sound 
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minibly,  and  the  amateur  architect  was  delighted  ;  but 
when  it  had  reached  a  height  of  twelve  feet,  the  whole 
structure  collapsed,  Jind  fell  into  the  room.  The  mistake 
was  tiiat  it  had  been  built  t<M>  (juickly.  Taking  more 
time,  the  second  attempt  provided  the  home  with  this  con- 
venience. As  there  were  no  regular  means  of  comnmnica- 
tion,  stores  often  ran  out,  and  various  expcMJients  were 
devised.  At  one  time  they  found  themselves  without 
Hour.  Having  a  small  supj>ly  of  wheat,  they  ground  this 
in  a  coiiec!  mill.  No  doubt  they  thus  securinl  what  to-day 
is  Si»  much  spoken  of  — wiiole-meal  bread.  On  another 
occasion,  they  tried  grated  potatoes  as  a  substitute.  It 
sounds  anmsing  to  rejwl  the  account,  l)ut  tiie  actual 
experience  was  not  to  be  envied,  ^leanwinle,  spiritual 
work  was  dilig(Mitly  carried  on.  Preaciiin^  services  viQ.v^ 
held,  schools  slavted,  \uu\  \>^  \\\vi  vi\v\  vjJv  Skwi  Nvi-^x,  n*\\vj\x^x 
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Wallis  was  called  to  hand  over  the  charge  to  his  successor, 
fifty  church  members  had  been  enrolled.  The  house  was 
fairly  comfortable,  a  field  had  been  cleared  and  sown  with 
wheat  for  the  supply  of  the  Mission  family,  and  vegetables 
had  been  planted. 

The  third  station  determined  on  in  1834 — Whangape — 
never  seems  to  liave  had  a  resident  European  Missionary. 
It  was  a  coast  settlement  on  the  north  side  of  the  Hoki- 
anga  river,  about  seven  miles  from  the  Heads,  and  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Mission  had  evidently  a  large  population, 
as  frequent  visits  were  paid  thereto  and  services  regularly 
conducted.  One  of  the  early  Missionaries  describes  it  as 
a  romantic  spot,  surrounded  by  tree-clad  hills.  A  narrow 
stream  gurgled   through    the   village,  and    by  a  confined 


to  reside  there  was  Mr  Whiteley.  He  was  stationed  Lhci*eat 
on  his  return  from  Kawhia  in  1836.  For  the  niitive  name 
he  substituted  that  of  Newark,  tlius  doing  honour  to  the 
English  Circuit  from  which  he  was  recommended  to  the 
Ministry.  Nearly  thirty  years  after,  the  present  writer, 
then  a  local  preacher  in  the  Newark  Circuit,  remembers 
well  being  told  the  story  of  Mr  Whiteley^s  leaving  for 
the  New  Zealand  Mission,  and  the  excitement  it  causet^ 
a  generation  before.  Little  did  he  think  in  those  dayt^ 
that  he  would  have  the  honour  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  devoted  Missionary,  and  that  he  would  stand  on 
the  spot  to  which  this  name  had  been  given.  The  land 
at  Pakanae  was  not  equal  to  Mangungu,  nor  was  the  situ- 
ation nearly  so  pleiosant.      Mrs  Kirk  states  "  there  was 
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passage  found  its  way  to  the  sea.  Several  villages  nestled 
on  its  bank,  and  he  found  the  peoph)  eager  to  hear  the 
Word  of  G(xl.  Probably  the  chief  reason  why  it  was  at 
first  selected  as  a  site  for  a  station  was  the  dittieulty  and 
danger  of  crossing  the  river.  Eventually  a  number  of  the 
people  removed,  and  the  needs  of  the  remainder  were  met 
by  the  appointment  of  a  native  teacher. 

'The  second  station  actually  occupied  in  Hokianga  was 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  not  far  from  the  Heads. 
The  native  name  was  Pakanae.  There  were  a  consider- 
able number  of  natives  resident  there,  and  several  villages 
were  located  in  the  fertile  volcanic  valleys,  which  could 
be  reached  from  thence.  It  was  some  twenty-five  miles 
from  Mangungu.  About  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres 
were  purchased  for  Mission  purposes.     The  first  Missionary 
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something  of  loneliness  about  it.  The  mountains  at  the 
back  i)ossil>ly  cast  a  shadow  upon  the  fiat  where  the  house 
stood.  Sonic  red  slabs  standing  upright  indicated  a  lai/ii- 
faffu,  or  sacred  plac(%  near  the  garden  fence,  where  on  the 
higher  ground  human  remains  had  been  buritni  by  their 
relatives.  But  the  beach,  miles  long,  compensated  for 
this.  Sometimes  a  quantity  of  inmsand  would  be  exposed, 
and  the  children  amused  themselves  by  stirring  it  about 
with  a  magnet,  when  the  particles  attracted  each  other 
with  an  interesting  effect."  Three  miles  away,  at  One- 
Ti-ee  Point,  with  a  tidal  creek  running  between,  was  the 
home  of  Captain  Young,  the  pilot.  He  with  his  family 
and  a  few  others  were  accustomed  to  attend  the  English 
service  at  the  station  on  Sunday  afternoons.  Goats  were 
kept  by  the  Mission  family  to  provide  milk.     There  was 
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no  orchard,  but  in  front  of  the  house  grew  two  splendid 
Norfolk  Island  pines,  planted  when  the  Station  was  first 
occupied.  The  drifting  sand  has  deteriorated  the  land, 
but  these  pines  siill  mark  the  Station  site.  From  Newark 
U}  the  Heads  the  shore  was  lined  with  pohutukawa  trees, 
and  in  the  seasim  the  rich  crimson  blossoms  of  these  were 
very  gorgeous.  The  lai-ge  purple  veronica  grew  near  the 
Heiids,  and  canje  to  be  called  "  The  Lady  Franklin,"  be- 
cause the  wife  of  Sir  John  Franklin,  of  Arctic  fanu^,  was 
the  first  liidy  traveller  who  went  there.  For  a  series  of 
years  Newark  was  a  busy  centre  of  work,  and  several  of 
the  Missionaries  lived  theie  by  turns.  A  school  was 
started,  and  the  natives  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  river 
congregated  there  for  Sunday  service,  though  the  attend- 
ance was  never  so  large  as  at  Mangungu. 


the  weather  wtis  unsettled,  and  heavy  tain  brought  this 
part  of  the  proceedings  to  an  abrupt  close.  It  may  be 
mentioned  here  that  the  custom  of  wearing  rings  soon 
became  very  popular  with  the  Maoris.  It  is  related  that 
the  girls  attending  the  Mission  shool  were  so  anxious  to 
possess  this  adornment,  that  they  actually  filed  down  steel 
thimbles  for  the  purpose.  Gifinting  that  some  measure  of 
vanity  crept  in,  it  was  suiely  a  matter  of  thankfulness  to 
find  them  willing  to  adopt  the  Christian  rite  of  marriage, 
and  for  man  and  wife  to  acMjuire  the  Christian  teaching  as 
t^)  the  sacredness  of  the  bond.  Three  years  later,  Mr 
Woon,  who  had  now  returned  to  Hokianga,  reports  another 
reniarkabk?  service.  He  says  : — "  For  some  time  several 
of  our  natives  who  attended  the  means  of  grace  in  our 
class  meetings,  etc.,  have  been  under  a  course  of  training  for 
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At  the  Central  Station  the  numbers  coming  for  Sunday 
showed  no  sign  of  diminution,  but  rather  an  increase. 
Various  signs  proved  that  the  leaven  of  Christian  principle 
was  steadily  working.  Sunday,  July  27th,  1834,  was  a 
memorable  day  there.  Fourteen  couples  were  married  and 
eighty-one  persons  baptised.  The  chronicler  says  the  place 
was  thronged  with  canoes  from  different  parts  of  the  river. 
The  day  was  begun  as  usual  by  a  crowded  assembly  of 
natives  for  prayer.  At  nine  the  bell  was  rung  for  public 
worship,  and  the  church  was  filled  to  overflowing. 
After  the  service  the  matrimonial  business  commenced. 
The  form  used  was  that  of  the  Church  of  England, 
rendered  into  Maori,  and  it  was  gone  through  with 
becoming  dignity  and  deconim.  For  want  of  room  in 
the  church,  most  of  the  baptisms  were  in  the  open  air, 
and  they  took  up  the  greater  part  of  the  nftcrnoon ;    hut 


Christian  baptism.  On  Sunday  last  upwards  of  a  hundred 
and  twenty  adults,  of  both  sexes,  made  a  public  profession 
of  their  renunciation  of  heathenism  and  Satan,  and  of  their 
faith  in  the  Triune  God.  They  were  then  baptised  by  Mr 
Turner  and  myself  in  the  presence  of  a  crowded  congrega- 
ticm.  Naturally  this  awakened  great  interest  in  their 
heathen  neighbours.  Some  of  the  most  influential  Chiefs 
from  all  parts  of  the  district  were  present,  and  several  who 
had  never  been  there  before,  so  that  it  was  the  greatest 
crowd  ever  seen  in  Mangungu.  Many  Waikato  natives 
remained  in  Hokianga  for  months  together,  that  they  might 
benefit  by  the  instructicm  of  the  Missionaries.  Mr  Woon 
had  a  class  almost  wholly  composted  of  these  visitors,  and 
he  states  that  w^hile  their  own  religious  experience  was 
encouraging,  their  de^vv^  iv>t  \\\^  "i^N-wXASsw  ^\  qNWt^  ^^i»» 
most  affect\ng.    \w  1\aw  \»y^n^v^  V\\v-\  \\v\A^  \^v>^^>?x.  \v^x 
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the  spiritual  iieedi;  of  themselves  aiul  their  eompaiiions, 
for  the  success  of  Missions  in  this  and  other  lands,  and 
pleaded  for  the  couvei-sion  of  the  wliole  world.  Tiiey  were 
diligent  both  in  private  and  public  praycM-,  and  evidently 
engaged  with  all  their  heart  in  the  exercise  of  devotion. 
In  November  of  the  year  following,  on  one  day  a  hundred 
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and  thirty-eight  adults  and  lil'ty-six  cliildrcii  wore  iKiptist^l. 
Several  of  these  were  pei's<>ns  of  high  rank,  who  h?i(l  until 
recently  strongly  resisted  the  (Jospcl  niessagr.  Among 
them  were  some  who  had  formerly  resided  at  \\'liang;iroa, 
and  great  wiis  the  joy  of  Messrs.  Turner  and  Il<>))l»y.  wlien 
they  found  the  seed  s(»wn  so  many  years  het'ore  thus  hcgin- 
ning  to  germinate.  While  thankful  for  these  iiiaiiitcsla- 
tions  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  working,  Mr.  ^^'ooll  slates  that 
Waima  and  Manganuika,  where  tliere  were  liuii(h(Mls  of 
natives,  ought  each  to  have  a  resident  Missionary,  and 
enlarges  upon  the  necessity  of  living  more  among  their 
people,  so  as  to  give  constant  }»astoral  attention. 

Some  of  the  new  converts  were  eontinually  eaiiying  the 
Gospel  to  other  places,  and  were  wilhng  to  incur  all  tlu' 
risk  and  danger  which  this  involved.  Two  of  them  met 
their  death  in  thus  attempting  to  preaeh  to  the  lieatheii. 
On  a  certain  Sunday  in  l^^'57,  four  young  men  set  out  from 
Rotopipiwai,  at  the  h(*a(i  of  the  Mangamuka,  for  a  small 
clearing  in  the  hush,  where  lived  a  ehief  called  Kaitoke 
and  his  people.  Their  names  were  W  irenui  Patene, 
Matiu,  Kihimona,  an<l  ilohepa  Oteiie.  Kaitoke  seems  to 
have  been  an  ill-conditioned  and  bad  tempered  native,  and 
was  also  greatly  under  the  power  of  a  priest.  This  priest 
claimed  to  be  inspired,  and  having  giscn  Kaitoke  some 
muskets  and  ball  cartiidges,  he  stati'd  that  these  would 
always  do  execution,  while  \u^  himself  would  be  invulner- 
able. The  settlement  had  been  visited  by  ieacheis 
previously,  and  Kaitokt^  and  his  party  had  threatened  that 
if  ever  they  came  again,  they  would  kill  them.  These 
yonng  men,  howevei*,  said  the  Saviour  had  commanded 
them  to  preach  to  all  men.  True  to  their  threats,  Kaitoke 
and  his  party  fired  upon  them.  Twi;  of  them  were  shot. 
Matiu  oidy  lived  long  enough  to  say  he  hoped  no  one 
would  revenge  his  death.  Kihimona  lingered  in  agony 
for  some  days,  and  died  praying  for  his  murderers.  As 
the  first  two  martyrs  of  tlu^  New  Zealand  Church,  who 
literally  laid  down  their  lives  for  Christ's  sake,  their 
names  are  to  Ik?  remembered  with  honour  and  gratitude. 
Nor  were  their  companions  less   b'-ave.      Patene  escape* I, 


though  tbree  bullets  passed  through  his  blanket.  In  spite 
of  threats  he  remained  to  watch  by  his  companions,  while 
Otene,  who  was  out  of  range  ran  l)ack  to  the  village  fr<mi 
which  they  set  out  to  carry  the  sad  tidings.  This  event 
causefl  much  anxiety  to  the  Mission  party.  As  all  the 
nmrdered  men's  friends  were  bound  by  Maori  custom  to 
avenge  their  death,  there  seemed  the  praspect  of  a  general 
war.  A  large  numlx»r  scM)n  assembled.  The  Missionaries 
twlvised  that  they  should  not  take  the  law  into  their  own 
hands,  but  send  for  Mr  iJusby,  the  Britisli  Resilient,  ami 
get  him  to  conf(»r  w  ith  the  cliiefs  on  the  matter.  A  war 
(lance  was  executed,  and  a  sham  fight.  Then  consultation 
among  the  Maoris  took  place.  Some  advocated  vengeance, 
but  the  Christians  pleaded  that  tbey  should  i>e  forgiven, 
beeause  Christ  prayed  for  his  murderers.  At  lengtli  the 
latter  prevail(Ml  ;  but  the  resolve  could  not  be  carried  out, 
Kaitoke  and  party  ha\ing  entrenched  themselves,  oiK'iietl 
tire  and  a  Christian  ehief  — llimeona  -was  killinl.  As  the 
friends  of  th(i  wounded  man  were  about  five  hun<h-e<l,  thev 
eariied  the  entienehment  by  storm,  killed  ten  persons,  and 
eaptuied  the  remainder,  Kaitokt^  included,  lie  Inul  been 
severelv  wounded,  and  being  taken  to  Otararau,  he  was 
attended  by  the  Missionaries  and  recovered.  He  began  to 
attend  the  Mangungu  s(«rviee,  and  on  the  first  occasion  he 
was  present,  Wiienm  Patene  touched  all  hearts  by  praying 
for  his  would-be  munh^rer.  In  the  end  lx)th  Kaitoke  ami 
the  pri<'st.  under  whose  influence  he  had  act^l,  uijule  a 
jirofession  of  Christianity.  So  even  in  Maoridoni  the 
l)|nod  it\'  the  maityrs  was  the  seed  of  the  Church. 

In  other  respects  these  Christianised  Maoris  rose  to  a 
sujpassing  height  of  de\()ti()n.  Hare  Tipene  was  a  slave, 
lie  had  been  eaplurcvl  in  ehildhood  by  a  chief,  who,  when 
he  was  baptised,  set  his  slaves  free.      Thi«  chief's  Christian 

name   was    Wiremu 
Wunu  ( \Vm.  NWwn), 
and    Hare    was  al- 
lowed to  nuirry  int<» 
his     family.     After 
Wunu's     death, 
Hare,     who    was  a 
teacher,    was  asked 
to  go   to    Waikalo, 
but  replied   "  1  can- 
not ;     I    am    l)ountl 
with  a    chain."     It 
then  came  out  that 
when  his  master  was 
dying    he    sent    fur 
him,  and  snid  he  was 
dying  in  the  dark. 
He     had      receiveil 
go(Kls  h\m\  a  tnuier, 
for  which  he  wjis  t(/ 
supply    sjiars,     and 
had  been  unable  to 
carry    out    his  con- 
tract .   H  e  was  t  here- 
fore  in  debt,  and  could  not  die  in  peace.     **  l»e  at  rest,"  said 
Hare,  *'J  will  take  this  burden,   and   pay   all   your  debt." 
The   obligation  thus  voluntarily  taken   was   faitlifully  dis- 
charged, an<l  the  incident  brings   the  conscientiousness  of 
the  two  men  into  strong  relief.     An  old   chief,    who  had 
been  a  gieat  warrior  and  a  notorious  cannibal,  became  con- 
verted.    From  that  time  he  was  not  only  gentleness  itself, 
but  earned  the  blessing  of  the  {Kjacemaker.     On  his  death- 
bed he  said   "  Don't   ask  the  Lord  to  keep  me  here  any 
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I  have  taken  leave  of  my  people  and  of  my 
1.  My  heart  is  in  heaven,  and  I  long  to  depart." 
I8tance.s  were  sufficient  proof  that  the  Maoris  hml 
"  the  pearl  of  great  price." 

le  this  good  work  was  going  on  a  disturbing  and 
ng  influence  was  introduced  by  tlui  arrival  of  Bishop 
llier  and  two  priests  to  found  a  Roman  Catholic 
3.  They  commenced  operations  among  the  natives 
irinaki,  where  the  people  were  still  h(»athens.  Had 
onflned  their  labours  to  such  localities,  probably 
objection  would  have  been  made.  Unfortunati.'ly, 
ought  to  undermine  the  work  of  the  Protestant 
es,  and  Ut  pioselytise  their  converts.  Pictures  of  a 
logical  tree  were  exhibited,  which  represented  the 
tant  bodies  as  lopped-off  branches,  fit  only  "  to  b(* 
to  the  fire.  Because  the  Protestant  Missioiuiries 
larried,  the  Church  was  said  to  be  full  of  adultery. 
riests  were  zealous  and  self(ienyin«^^  The  bishop 
jU  suppliefl  with  funds,  and  soon  had  a  la!«ie  stafi'at 
posal.  A  certain  number  of  adherents  were  t^Mined, 
3  Roman  Catholic  Church  amoiii,'  the  Maoris  ne\er 
jd  large  dimensions.  Perhaps  the  name  somewhat 
ted  progress.  They  were  called  PiknjioH,  which  was 
ri  attempt  at  cidscofxts.  Unhappily  for  the  Church, 
meant  in  Maori,  creepini;  in  tlit»  dark,  coiiseijuciitly 
udiced  their  cause. 

.ntime,  both  in  Ilokianga  and  Bay  of  Islands, 
?r  Bishop  Pompallier  afterwards  removed,  the  met  hods 
d  caused  dissension  and  bitter  feelini^  anionic'  the 
3,  and  prevoked  retaliation  by  the  aij^ents  of  the 
Missions.  They  sought  to  fortify  their  eomcits 
t  these  attacks.  Happily,  the  New  Testament  had 
ranslated  and  pi'inted  at  the  Kpiseopal  Missi<»n  prcs^ 
fiia  in  18.S7.  Fiv(»  hundre(l  eoj)ies  of  this,  thonuh 
.  three   shillings  .and   threepence  each,    t'oinid   i-eady 


purchasers  among  the  adherents  of  the  Wesleyan  Mission. 
To  the  Scriptures  themselves  the  Protestant  Missionanes 
chiefly  appealed,  and  based  their  arguments  thereon.  They 
also  freely  discussed  with  the  natives  in  their  villages  the 
questions  of  image  worship,  Mariolatry,  the  intercession 
of  saints,  and  the  like.  Excellent  use  was  made  of  the 
press  in  this  controversy.  Tract.'^  on  the  points  in  dispute 
were  printed,  circulated,  and  eagerly  read.  The  Maoris 
soon  proved  thems(»lves  apt  controversialists.  They  had 
good  memories,  and  cited  passages  of  Holy  Writ  which 
were  apt  and  telling.  They  were  glad  too,  to  get  hold  of 
a  go<Ml  illustration.  In  a  public  discussion  on  the  East 
Cojist,  the  priest  sought  to  throw  discredit  upon  the 
Scriptures  appealed  to,  by  saying  the  sacred  books  had 
been  connnitted  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  but  Protestants 
had  stolen  them.  In  repelling  this  charge  the  Rev.  W. 
Williams  (Episcopalian),  us(m1  the  followingifigure: — "When 
water  is  wanted,  each  t^ikes  from  the  stream  in  his  own 
\cssel,  what  he  recjuires.  The  priest's  Bible  was  a  trans- 
lation—  water  which  the  Church  of  Rome  had  taken  in  its 
own  vessel.  The  Protestants  did  not  interfere  with  that. 
They  went  to  the  origitial  source,  and  took  uj)  the  water 
foi  themselves.  This  appealed  to  the  hearei*s  most  con- 
vimingly,  and  a  goodly  nund)er  who  had  been  le<l  astray 
by  sp(Hious  aiguments,  returned  to  their  first  profession  of 
faith.  .Vs  the  subject  was  tnatter  of  argument  almost 
everywhere,  it  was  repeated  from  one  to  another  and  made 
w  iJ.ely  useful.  The  outcome  of  the  controversy  was  that 
th(»  natives  came  to  know  th«*  Scriptures  better,  and  were 
establisluMl  in  the  faith. 

So  amid  (litliculty  and  danger  the  Church  still  grew.  In 
IS.'m  it  was  rej)oited  by  Mr  Turner  that  nearly  si.x  hundred 
had  b(M'n  admitted  to  meml)(»rship,  or  receive<l  on  proba- 
tion. The  faithful  labourers  gieatly  rejoicinl,  and  regarded 
their  success  as  an  inct'ntixe  to  further  effort. 
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Chapter  V.— EXPANSION  AND  QROWIH. 

Synopsis — New  EcclesiaKtial  Arrnnjjements— Qenei-al  Superintendents  Duraby  and  Waterhouse— Four  Additional  MiHMionaries— Cordial  Reception— Senatorial  Division 
by  two  ProteHtant  MiKhionH— Kawhia  and  VVaingaroa  Re-orcnpled— Four-post  Bedstead  made  a  Dwelling-house — Surroundings  of  Waima  Station— Rev.  J. 
Hobbs*  Return— Ten  More  MlssionarieH  Wanted— Lengthy  Tour  of  Inspection- Tales  of  Horror— Boat  Building  under  Difficulties— Native  SettlementK  at 
Port  Nicholson,  Ac. — Interview  with  Te  Raupai aha— Desire  for  hooks— Bloodshed  Prevented— New  Zealand  Proclaimed  a  British  Colony— The  ItliitKion 
Ship  "Triton" — Voyage  and  its  Incidents— Seven  Missionaries  More— Excitement  of  their  Coming— Notable  Baptihraal  Service  Ac.  at  Manpungu— Drowning 
of  Mr  buraby— Waipa,  Aotea,  Cloudy  Bay,  Port  Nicholson  and  Waikooaiti  Stations  Opened— Perils  by  Waters— Slaves  Kraancipated — After  Fourteen  Years. 


IjIij^HE  great  need  now  was  more  labourers.  On  every 
^M^  side  openings  presented  themselves.  From  distiint 
tribes  requests  for  teachers  w(»re  constantly  received. 
Sucli  labourers,  "men  called,  and  chosen,  and  faithful," 
were  sooi^  forthcomin*^.  \Vhen  the  Kev.  N.  Turner  came 
back  in  1836,  he  brought  with  him,  as  tutor  to  his  family, 
a  young  Cornish  local  preaduM-,  whom  he  had  met  with 
in  Sydney.  This  young  man,  Mr.  James  Buller,  was 
intelligent,  courteous  and  dt' voted.  He  was  also  well- 
informed,  and  had  been  attracted  to  the  Southern  Hcmi- 


adopted,  and  so  he  took  his  place  in  the  ranks,  where  for 
foity  years  in  active  service,  and  seven  more  as  a  super- 
numerary, he  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  trust  rejx>se<i 
in  him.  Two  years  of  his  probation  were  spent  at 
Hokianga,  one  at  the  Central  8tatit)n,  and  the  other  at 
N(nvark.  There,  under  the  direction  of  the  older  mi.ssion- 
aries,  he  faithfulh'  catechised  and  preached  to  the  natives, 
who  had  already  come  under  Christian  influences.  The 
remainder  of  his  probationary  period  he  was  pioneering  in 
the    Northern    Wairoa.       Here    there    were  long  boating 


Waima  Oak— Plaxteo  ox  thk  VVaima  Mission  Station,  1S40. 

sphere  by  reports  of  the  prosperity  of  the  then  rapidly 
growing  colony  of  New  South  Wales.  But  the  spirit  of 
adventure  and  the  love  of  missions  were  both  strong 
within  him,  and  he  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
becoming  a  member  of  the  ^lission  settlement  in  Hoki- 
anga. His  tutorial  duties  were  diligently  discharged,  and 
naturally  he  soon  acquired  the  Maori  language.  It  was 
equally  natural  that  the  Missionaries,  overpressed  with 
work,  should  encourage  him  to  preach  in  that  language 
also.  His  gifts  were  apparent,  his  success  gratifying,  and 
at  a  District  Meeting  held  at  Mangungu  on  October  1 2th, 
1837,  when  Messrs.  Turner,  Whiteley,  Wallis  and  Woon 
were  present,  he  wfis  heartily  and  unanimously  recommen 
ded  to  the  British  Conference  to  be  received  into  the 
ministry.     With  equal  unanimity  the  recommendation  was 
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expeditions  on  a  dtingerous  river,  and  he  was  charged  with 
the  duty  of  winning  over  the  heathen.  Endowed  with 
great  physical  strength,  he  felt  the  labour  no  hardship, 
and  by  his  earnest  teaching  and  consistent  life  gained  the 
respect  of  the  resident  Maoris.  For  fourteen  yeai's  he 
laboured  in  this  neighbourhood,  having  his  hcmie  at 
Tangiteroria  (see  illustrati(m  p.  13),  but  preaching  in  all 
the  hai'iufas  or  villages  on  the  Xaipara  and  Wairoa  rivers. 
Not  infrecjuently  lie  crossed  the  island  and  conducted 
service  at  the  pahs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Whangarei. 
Dignified  in  manner,  and  possessing  a  strong  will,  his 
people  hoon  learned  that  a  puipose  once  formed  w^ould  not 
easily  be  abandoned.  Conformimg  in  their  villages  to 
native  etiquette,  he  taught  those  who  visited  him,  that  on 
his  own  station  the  laws  of  English  politeness  must  be 
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.•ed,  and  the}^  proved  apt  pupils,  lie  was  a  firm 
er  in  the  educative  influence  of  a  well-ordered  home, 
*angiteroria,  with  it«  excellently  laid  out  orchard,  and 
and  trim  outbuildings,  soon  became  an  object  lesson. 
'  sparing  himself  in  their  ser\'ice,  he  put  responsibility 
the  natives  whenever  possible.     With  some  of  the 


i  he  was  on  terms  of  friciidsliip.  Not  iimUhuHv 
inative,  he  was  not  so  sti-ikin^  a  preaohci*  in  Maori  as 
some  of  his  contenipoiarics,  hut  he  was  a  tlioroiiuh 
»n8cientious  teacher.  Mrs.  lUiller  ably  seeoiided  his 
:s,  and  durin<j:  her  husband's  tV(M|uent  absences,  "  held 
ort,"  though  s()nietiin(\s  for  many  weeks  in  sueeession 
lever  saw  an  European  faee,  outside  Ijer  own  fainilv. 
*angiteroria  their  children  were  born  and  hroiii^dit  up. 
le  in  tlie  Inmie  they  had  an  English  tiainin^,  they 
;led  freely  with  the  youni^^er  Maoiis,  and  became 
ainted  with  the  life  of  the  forest.  One  of  them  so 
oved  his  oppoit unities  in  this  respect,  following  it  up 
ubsequent  study,  that  he  may  fairly  be  called  the 
ubon  of   New  Zealand.      As  Sir  Walter  L.  IJulhr,  his 

on  "The  llmU  of  New  Zealand,"  is  a  splendid 
action,  and  luis  w(m  for  its  author  hii^di  renown  in 
itific  circles.  Mr.  Duller  was  one  of  the  first  of  the 
ionary  band   to  discuss  and   recogni.se   the  fact  that 

Zealand  must  become  a  tlouri.shing  JJiitish  colony. 
saw  its  capabilities,  was  persuaded  that  the  Maoris 
1  never  cultivate  a  tithe  of  its  lands  or  develope  its 
irces,  and  believed  that  Providence*  had  given  these  to 
Anglo-Saxon  race.  For  this  he  sought  to  educattj  the 
res  and  prepare  himself.  Though  opportunities  of 
ching  in  English  were  very  rare  in  Kaipara,  with  in- 
ble  resolution,  during  all  the  yeais  of  his  life  there,  he 
arcd  and  wrote  a  sermon  in  his  mother-tongue  ev(»ry 
:.  So,  as  we  shall  find,  he  fitted  himself  for  the  leading 
ion  he  was  afterwards  to  occupy  in  the  European 
ches. 

year  after  Mr.  Buller's  reception  the  Mission  received 
■ong  reinforcement  from  England.  The  growth  of  ihe 
h  Sea  Missions  had  lx?en  so  rapid,  that  other  and 
3  eflfective  measures  for  their  oversight  and  adminis- 
ion  became  imperative.     Recognising  this,  the  British 


Conference  appointed  the  Rev.  John  Waterhouse,  a  minis- 
ter of  standing  and  experience,  and  who  had  been 
stationed  in  some  of  the  principal  towns  of  England,  as 
General  Superintendent.  His  headquarters  were  to  be  at 
Hobart,  but  he  was  instructed  to  visit  all  the  Mission 
iields  in  turn,  and  they  were  placed  under  his  direction.  In 
August,  18.18,  he  was  solenmly  set  apart  for  this  purpose 
and  a  few  weeks  later  sailed  for  his  inmiense  diocese.  His 
coming  was  heartily  welcomed  by  the  Mi.ssionaries  in 
Australia  and  the  Islands.  They  felt  that  he  was  a  living 
link  with  the  chief  court  of  the  Church,  and  they  antici- 
pated that  questions  of  urgency  could  now  be  determined 
without  the  long  waiting  that  reference  to  England 
involved.  Mr.  Waterhouse  threw  himself  with  vigour 
into  the  work,  visited  New  Zealand  and  the  Friendly 
Tslaiuls,  and  made  an  excellent  impression.  Returning  to 
Hobart  wearied  with  his  voyage,  he  imprudently  exposed 
himself  to  heavy  rain  in  order  to  fulfil  a  preaching 
appointment,  and  died  somewhat  suddenly.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  zeal  and  fervoui',  felt  his  responsibilities,  and 
the  ruling  passion  was  strong  to  the  last,  for  his  last  words 
were    *'  ^Missionaries  I     Missionaries  !  " 

With  Mr.  Waterhouse  there  came  to  th(»  New  Zealand 
Mission  the  Revs.  John  H.  Buniby,  S.  Ironside,  C.  Creed, 
and  John  AVarren.  Mr.  I>umby  was  a  young  minister  of 
excellent  abilities,  deep  piety,  and  popular  gifts.  In 
Birmingham  he  had  exercised  a  ministry,  which  was  more 
than  ordinarily  attractive,  and  crowded  sanctuaries  testi- 
fied the  acceptability  of  the  preacher.  Humanly  speaking, 
there  was  eveiy  prospect  that  if  he  had  remained  in  Eng- 
land, he  would  have  attaiiunl  to  great  distinction  ;  but  he, 
too,  had  come  to  feel  deeply  the  claims  of  the  heathe!i. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  had  been  his  Supeiintendent.  They  had 
conferred  on  the  subj(H-t.  Thus  wlien  the  ehler  man 
surrendei'cd    an   assured    position  and    n'solved   to  mak(»  a 


Mrs.  Creed. 

home  in  the  southern  world,  the  younger  followed  his 
example.  He  was  also  somewhat  delicate,  and  his  friends 
thought  the  milder  climate  might  establish  his  health.  It 
was  known  that  on  account  of  family  claims  Mr.  Turner 
wished  a  transfer  to  the  colonies,  and  so  impressed  wjis  the 
Missionary  committee  with  the  piety  and  \ud^vftftw.lv^l^^. 
Buraby,  that  t\\o\x^\v  \\^  v?^  ^M^  ^  ^^x^xv^x^Vwycw^^^-^ 
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been  eight  years  in  the  ministry,  he  was  app<jiuted  his 
successor  as  Superintendent  of  the  New  Zealand  Mission. 
His  three  colleagues  were  even  younger.  Mr.  Ironside 
had  been  one  of  the  first  students  at  the  newly-formed 
Wesleyan  College  at  Hoxton,  where  the  now  Venerable 
and  Reverend  William  Arthur,  John  Hunt,  afterwards  to 
be  known  as  "  The  Apostle  of  Fiji,"  and  other  men  of 
mark  were  his  classmates  and  friends.     His  training  there 


Mrs.  Buddlk. 

stood  him  in  good  stead,  and  he  had  evidmtly  cnnsidei- 
able  linguistic  ability,  for  six  weeks  after  liis  arrival  in  Maii- 
gungu  he  was  able  to  reiwl  the  morning  service  in  the  Maori 
language  with  correctness.  Concei-nin*,'  this  feat  his  own 
report  is  :  "The  Maoris  were  jubilant,  and  my  bictlnen 
were  glad  "  He  was  full  of  fire  and  ener^'v,  and  an  excellent 
organiser.  After  u  short  term  in  the  north,  an<l  doini,'  evan- 
gelistic work  inland  from  Kawhia,  he  started  a  mission  on 
the  north-east  coast  of  th.e  South  Island,  and,  as  we  shall  dis- 
cover hereafter,  was  singularly  successful,  both  in  electing 
churches  and  gathering  the  natives  into  Christian  fi'l low- 
ship.  The  Rev.  Charles  Creed  was  cast  in  a  quieter 
mould,  but  according  to  Mr.  Inmsides  testimony,  obtained 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  native  tongue,  and  was  an 
excellent  preacher  therein.  His  first  appointment  was  at 
Kaipara,  but  his  best  days  were  given  to  Aotea  and 
Taranaki.  Both  Mr.  Ironside  and  Mr.  Creed  in  later 
years  removed  to  the  Australian  Colonies,  and  laboured 
there  as  ministers  of  English  congiegations.  The  Rev. 
John  Warren  was  the  son  of  a  Norfolk  farmer.  Clear- 
headed and  resolute,  he  gave  himself  to  the  mission  work  the 
without  reservation.  Like  ApoUos,  he  was  "  mighty  in 
Scriptures,"  and  blessed  with  a  retentive  memory.  His 
sermons  were  a  stream  of  limpid  eloquence.  For  about 
fifteen  years  he  occupied  the  same  Maori  station.  Being 
then  drafted  into  the  English  work,  he  served  his  country- 
men for  an  equal  period.  For  a  third  term  of  about  the 
same  length  he  was  on  the  retired  list,  and  finished  an 
honoured  course  in  the  country  to  which  he  came  in  early 
manhood.  These  four  Missionaries,  with  the  sister  of  the 
General  Superintendent,  and  Mesdames  Ironside,  Creed, 
and  Warren,  embarked  in  the  ship  "  James  "  on  September 
20th,  1838.     After  a  leisurely  voyage,  and  calling  at  Cape 


Town  en  route,  they  arrived  at  Hobart,  where  they  had  an 
enthusiastic  reception,  and  their  preaching  attracted  great 
attention.  Sir  John  Franklin  was  then  the  Governor  of  that 
Colony,  and  he  and  his  excellent  wife  treated  them  most 
courteously.  The  New  Zealand  party  presently  resumed 
their  voyage,  and  landed  in  Hokianga  on  March  19th, 
1839.  Mr.  Ironside  has  supplied  a  graphic  account  of 
their  arrival  and  welcome.  He  says  :  "  On  the  tenth  day 
after  leaving  Hobart  we  crossed  the  bar  of  the  Hokianga 
river,  and  anchored  safely  in  the  stream,  a  mile  or  two 
below  our  branch  Mission  Station  at  Pakanae.  The  Rev. 
W.  Woon  was  Missionary  in  charge.  Soon  after  we  came 
to  anchor,  a  large  l)oat,  manned  by  a  Maori  crew,  was  seen 
coming  to  us  at  racing  speed,  the  rowei*s  apparently  in  a 
great  state  of  excitement,  roaring  at  the  top  of  their  voices 
**  Ko  te  Wunu  !  Ko  te  Wunu  I  "  In  the  stern  sat  a  large- 
framed,  stout  gentleman,  the  picture  of  health  and  comfort. 
While  yet  some  distance  from  the  ship,  he  called  out  in 
stentorian  tones  :  "  Is  that  the  Mames  '  ?"  the  Maoris  still 
yelling,  "  Ko  te  Wunu."  It  was  our  big  friend,  Mr. 
Woon,  come  out  to  welcome'  us.  There  had  been  some 
j<»king  betwcM'ii  the  shi{>s  officers  and  oui*selves  as  to 
whetlier  we  should  find  anything  to  eat,  or  should  our- 
selscs  be  eaten  in  this  strange  land.  Seeing  Mr.  Woon  so 
stout,  rosy,  and  comfortable,  the  conclusion  was  soon 
unanimously  i-eached,  that  whatever  the  diet,  we  should  at 
any  rate  fare  sery  well.  The  next  day  they  went  up  the 
river,  and  anchored  abreast  of  Mangungu.  For  two 
months  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Ironside  were  the  guests  of  Mr  and 
]\Irs.  llol>l)s,  in  their  three-roomed  house.  Wonder  is 
(expressed  how  Mis.  Hobl)s,  with  her  family,  miule  them 
all  so  conit'ortal)le,  but  it  is  added,  *'she  was  ;vs  clever  as 
she  was  hospitable.  ' 

The  District  Meeting  at  which  Mr.  Buller  was  received, 
had   agreed   that    it    was   (expedient    that   Waingaroa  and 
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Kawhia  should  be  reoceupied.  A  resolution  to  this  effect 
was  sent  to  England.  Correspondence  passed  between  the 
seci'etaries  of  the  two  Societies  in  London,  and  communi- 
cations were  sent  to  their  agents  in  New  Zealand.  The 
outcome  was  that  at  a  meeting  of  representatives  of  both 
Missions  held  at  Mangungu  in  October,  1838,  it' was  for- 
mally agreed  that  these  two  places  should  be  given  up  to 
the  members  of  the  Wesleyan  Mission.  It  was  also  resol- 
ved that  until  the  further  pleasure  of  the  governing  bodies 
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;land  was  known,  the  lK)undary  should  be  the  river 
to,  extending  up  the  Waipa  »is  far  as  a  creek  run- 
p  from  the  Kopua,  and  between  the  Waikato  and 
igaroa  heads,  from  Waikokoru  inland  at  rijL^ht  angles 
coast.  This  was  signed  by  the  Revs.  H.  Williams 
.  Turner,  and  so,  for  the  time  at  least,  an  unseemly 
3  was  ended.  Messrs.  Whitoly  and  Wall  is  were 
id  to  return  to  their  old  stations.  Tlie  former,  with 
fe  and  four  children,  left  Hokianga  cm  December 
nd  travelled  overland.  It  was  a  considerable  under- 
to  do  this,  and  had  more  than  a  spic(»  of  danger. 
ig  to  Wairoa,  they  proceeded  down  the  river  in 
.  At  Kaipara  Hejids  they  were  detained  by  a  storm, 
entually  crosse<l  in  a  boat  belonging  to  Mr.  Stephen- 
Mr.  Stephenson  was  a  \alued  local  preacher,  a 
ter  by  trade,  who  visited  many  of  the  Mission 
QS  to  assist  in  the  erec- 
:  Churches  and  houses, 
idcred  excellent  service. 
[anukau  the  tra\ellers 
fortunate  enough  to 
a  with  the  natives  of 
Putini's  (Jaboz  Bun- 
tribe,  who  put  them 
in  their  canoes.  Call- 
Whaingaroa  and  liold- 
?rvice,  Mr.  Whiteley 
elighted  to  find  that 
I  the  station  harl  been 
g  vacated,  yet  of  lOG 
5  received  into  Church 
ihip,  only  three  had 
?n  the  fold.  He  was 
eartily  received  by  his 
?opleat  Ahu-ahu,  Kaw- 
ut  found  that  during 
terval  there  had  been 
irith  Taranaki,  and  a 
number  of  slaves  had 
Tought  up  from  thence 
It  this  time  th(»  natives 
n  a  very  excited  state. 
1  quarrels  were  on  hand, 
le  of  his  first  duties 
act  as  mediator.  He 
wd  his  firm  belief  that 
18 one  of  the  sad  results  of  the  temporary  abandimnient 
station,  and  that  if  they  had  continued  theie,  much 
bed  and  loss  of  life  would  ha\e  l)(»en  prevented. 
essel  that  conveye<l  Mr.  Bidler  to  Kaipara,  took  in 
%  supply  of  timber  for  the  house  at  Whaingaroa,  and 
id  Mrs.  Wallis  were  passengers  by  her.  On  arrival 
;  found  that  the  south  side  of  the  river  was  more 
le  for  a  permanent  station  than  that  formerly 
cd.  Land  for  the  purpose  was  therefore  purchased. 
3Uschold  goods  were  piled  up  on  the  beach,  whih^  the 
il  missionary  and  his  wife  obiained  temporary 
.'  by  boarding  in  and  covering  a  four  post  bedstead, 
iclosed  space  serving  as  both  drawing  room  and  bed- 
Presently  a  large  raupo  church  was  built,  and  one 
this  partitioned  off  for  their  accomnujdation  till  the 
n  House  was  erected.  He,  too,  was  warndy  wel- 
by  his  old  people,  found  to  his  satisfaction  that  they 
5pt  up  their  service,  and  settling  down  among  them, 
ued  there  "  in  labours  more  abundant''  until  1863. 
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A  start  was  also  made  at  Waima,  the  Rev.  J.  Warren 
being  appointed  to  reside  there.  The  site  chosen  for  the 
station  was  about  twenty  miles  from  Mangungu.  Writing 
fifty  years  after,  Mrs.  Gittos,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  J. 
Hobbs,  who  then  resided  with  her  parents  at  Pakanae, 
says  of  it :  "It  was  a  still  more  lonely  place  than  ours,  for 
it  was  surrounded  by  hills,  and  lacked  the  freedom  of  life 
on  the  sea  coast ;  but  it  was  a  fertile  spot,  and  the  view 
from  the  site  of  the  Mission  House  was  suggestive  of 
plenty.  Both  up  and  down  the  valley,  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach,  it  was  covered  with  grovels  of  peach  trees,  a 
goodly  sight  in  spring,  and  fully  appreciated  in  summer 
and  autumn."  Like  others  of  the  early  Missionaries,  Mr. 
Warren  was  a  skilful  horticulturist,  and  in  the  garden  and 
orchard,  in  that  fertile  soil  and  hot  steaming  climate,  there 
was  luxuiiant  growth.  The  residence  was  by  no  means 
palatial.     Messrs.  Waterhouse,  Bumby,  and  others  visited 

the  young  Missionary  there 
in  May,  1840.  The  former 
speaks  of  the  beauty  of  the 
river,  its  serpentine  course,  and 
the  profusion  of  vegetation. 
Ariiving  at  the  station  at 
nine  in  the  evening,  they  found 
Mrs.  Warren,  who  had  an 
infant  only  a  fortnight  old, 
had  already  retired.  Tempor- 
ary shelter  from  the  rain  was 
ol)taine<l  in  the  cookhouse, 
as  the  Mission  House  had  only 
two  rooms  and  no  chimney. 
Neither  bi'ead  nor  meat  was 
to  be  had,  but  the  natives 
brought  th<»  visitors  potatoes 
and  kumeras.  Afterwards 
tliey  scuglit  rest  on  the  floor 
of  one  of  the  Mission  House 
looms,  only  the  senior  having 
tlie  distinction  of  a  mattress, 
and  the  others  choosing  the 
softest  plank.  It  mattered 
little,  however,  for  the  mos- 
(juitoes  effectually  prevented 
sleep.  Presently  a  more  com- 
mo<iious  dwelling  and  a  com- 
fortable* church  were  erected. 
Not  far  from  the  latter  there 
was  planted  an  Knglish  oak,  which  to-day  is  probably  the 
best-grown,  as  it  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  Zealand,  and 
of  wliich  we  are  glad  to  present  an  illustration  (p.  74.)  The 
Waima  Mission  House  was  the  longest  occupied  of  any  in 
Hokianga,  and  continued  to  be  the  residence  of  an 
European  Missionary  until  189 K  At  the  time  when  Mr. 
Warnm  went  there,  the  whole  valle\'  was  occupie<l  by 
native  settlements.  The  chief,  Tawhai,  luul  bectmie  a 
Christian,  and  there  was  a  prospect  of  success,  which  the 
expeiience  of  after  years  justified. 

Still  the  difliculty  was  the  supply  of  Ministers.  On  liis 
return  from  the  Friendly  Ishinds  in  March,  1838,  on  his 
way  to  the  Colonies,  the  Rev.  J.  Hobbs  called  at  Hokianga 
en  route.  A  special  District  Meeting  was  at  once  con- 
vene<l,  and  the  exceptional  course  taken  of  detaining  him 
in  New  Zealand  meantime.  The  result  was  that  he 
remained  in  the  country  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Six 
months  later  at  the  ordinary  session  of  the  aanxe  c<y^^<..^ -sssx 
urgent  reciuent  waa  ^^wt  Vi  ^w^«u\A  \ft\  'Ocsa  ^y^^^^^^"^^"^"^ 
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(ff  Iffi  imIiIiI  j'ififLi  iiM'ri.  1 1  iH  ifioiitiniicfl  in  sii|i|Hirt.  tluil  :l 
i<'«(iii"iil  till'  II  Mi'ii'iimrv  IijmI  Im*<-ii  rfTi'i\<'ii  t'roiii  Kjijiili,  in 
i  ifiiiH-i'lioM  Willi  ilw  irilii'M  iiiiflcr  |{<iii)i;irii)iiL's  ronlrnl.  A 
iii|iMi;f  |))<-IL  WJiM  I'litii'cfl  tlifil  Miiiir,  lit,  least,  di'  the 
in'w  iiiiMMiniiii.1  if  I  .iliDiilfl  Ih'  Ifi'lfi-fw  iiiifl  (ii'«M'k  sriinlars, 
Milliiivii'W  III  liJirMlfiiiiif^  ;  tliiil  oni*  should  he  ;i  Ii(n»1{- 
lillnli'l-,  if  )M)itil)l<-  ,  iififl  tliiil,  ill  i'lu'r  of  tlic  rolistaiit 
iIimiijiihIm  iiiiiilr  fur  lirl|i  in  sirkni'ss,  all  should  have  soiiio 
|iiaili<-(i|  iiM'iJiijil  Irniiiiii;.',  if  jit  all  ))ossil)l(>.  All  this 
iiithriiti'il  how  i-Ii-aily  lln'V  !'M  a  th«*  (••luntry  was  oprniii!^ 
hrfiiir  ihriii,  iiiiil  llw  f<i|  f|  hoii^hl  iUHJ  wis<l(»lii  that-  Ird 
thrill  lii  nnti<i|ijilo  fiirthi-r  tircds.  rirlir\  iii;^  that  thr 
M>i|iir'il  ttfiii  III  hiiii'liitif]  wniild  l»f  i'oiii|)liiM|  with,  it  was 
fiiilhri  H'loivi'd  Ih.il  ihr  IH'W  1\  .11  ri\rd  Su|iriinlriidrnt. 
Willi  Ml.  Iliihh'i,  •htiiild  |»iuii'rd  Miiilhw.iid  Mini  |M>i'^onnlly 
lluiKr  thr  iiii|ii;iiiiliin«i'  of  th.  tiiiirs,  wilh  ihr  |Mn|His('  of 
ihr  iirw  ill  I  l\  ill  .  Imiii".  |i|.ii-rd 
III    thr     III-. I     |iii-..|Mi     rent  II'. 

for    I'ai  r\  iii!.'.   mi    I  hnr  wmK 
Ml-   Tim  ih'I   Iimx  mi?;  m",him1  in 
iriiiaiii    at     M;iif;uipMi     iiiilil 
llilM   ili'|Mitat  lull    ii'l  III  iumI,    :i 
M*-.M>lr:lllrd  '    Thf  ||oKi.|li<;.i 
wa'4  I'li.irlriiMl  at   thr  |t.i\   uf 
{•'laiidN.      and      ihr      \o\.i-m' 
iindci  t.iUi'ii        \N  nil    thr  two 
M  isMonai  ir*.  t  hi'ir  w  rut  .ih.iin 
iwrlilN    nirii.    ino>.|    of    whom 
li;kd  horn  -.Livrs    |,i  thr    N-:.i 
|wihi,  hut   whom  thru  l«>imiM 
iiiaNlri^   had  'm'!   tirr       rius,' 
mm  h.id«'mla  \m\\  t'hiisn.ui 
i(\.    .«iid    thi'    inwntim    w.i*. 
not    onl\     th.ii     ilu-x     n!i,.i'.!,1 
!»»'    {  isrn    Im\  k   l»»  I!'.,  11     I  •!  ; 
M\ON  in    ih.'    no;-. ; '».     i»;;:.    i. 
mun^n-.;    ilisv.  >::.«i;!ii  ^^  \  .i^ 
l»^»»lu'lN  .IV„i   J»'..v:,',vs    ot     '.  ■  ,' 


Ixiok  iiulilislH»<l  in  T-.on(lon  on  New  ZHahmd  colonisation 
liad  drsrrilK'd  a  rivrr  faUing  into  this  hiii'liour,  callj'd  tlir 
llri'ctaona,  and  said  that  it  wjis  iis  hmad  .and  di^»p  a^^  the 
Thami's  at  I^»ndon  bridge,  and  eiyflit  miles  hmj^.  This  of 
roiMsr  was  founii  t<»  Ije  a  Munchausen  story,  the  river— 
the  Hutt  -brin^c  s<>  shallow  that  at  the  ontrauce  they  wn**^ 
almost  wrrirki'd  in  a  whah'lKMit.  There  was  only  ow 
white  man  on  the  heaeh  at  Petone.  H«?  was  building  a 
boat,  but,  liavinj^  to  hammrr  out  nails  fiMnn  1kx»p  iron  <»ver 
a  wood  lire,  his  i)ro«(ress  was  rather  slow.  The  shon»s  of 
thr  Hay  were  studiliNJ  with  native  villaj^es — all  fortilii»<l. 
Tlu'  n-sidfiil  Ma<>ris  an*  said  to  be  (»f  milder  asinx-t  ami 
ijeritlri"  <ai  lia^e  than  those  of  the  north.  ENen  so,  ilM'ir 
asjMMt  was  sulliriently  forbiddinij,  for  at  the  tii*st  s«:•tl!f^ 
mrnt  at  wliieh  tlirv  land***!  it  is  sai<l  that  **  ^onie  wrr»» 
liaulu'd  with  ird  ochre  and  oil.  ami  i>lhers  disfijLjurcd  alji»ui 

the  ehecksandevel)iow\s  with 
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einiLjealed      bltHKl.*'        ThtTi* 
wrre  three  distinct  pah**  on 
the  present  site  of  \Vi'llinirt«»n 
City — Te     Aro,     Kmmiifi*'. 
ami  Pipitea.     An  int^*restini: 
aee«aint  of  their  arrixal  ami 
reception,      by     an    ancient 
Maori,    Minarapa    Hanirilia- 
tuake,  who  accompanie^l  tin- 
missionaries  and  Ixx-aine  the 
lirst    teacher,    has     rt^'Ocntly 
i«  nic  int(»  our  hands.     Thr 
lir>«t    landing;  liH»k   plai-i-  at 
Pipitea,  where  Minarapa  was 
iirouniiMMl   by  the  wif«»  (»t  a 
ihi'*f  calh*«l    AX'airarapfU  ami 
a  u'i'eat  tumii  took  place.  lie 
wa^  infornie<i   that   his  rrla- 
iivi>     the  Taranaki'i  -livc<l 
at   Tr-    Aro.     In   an^^wer  ii» 
tiirir  raider  iiniuirie*^,  lu*  t«»hl 
rht-ni  :  **  1  was  taken  captive 
t-'    Waikato.  ami  fnnn  Wai- 
k  i-.»    1    went    to    N»rapuhi. 
^^"i.cn  the  Mis>itmariescaine 
:■  •  Ni:apuhi  all  llie  chiefs .'uul 
:'.-.:r    iH'-k'ii'jt   (>lavt»>)    am- 
-  r.t'^i    t«»  lift  up,  or  accept, 
•.  -  :a:t!k      Maoris  wen'  ap 
:-'::::r«i  a^  lay  pivachers.     I 
.i*..  i     Rrihana     Te     Kaino, 
>  ii.T-r^i."        pK'iTinning   tli^i 
•    ;^  p'f   Mia'I    Iv    inaile  one 
:.r  ••:  :;ie  trilv  prove  lianl." 
•■..■»::   M:^^i-''iari»-^    weiv  tiien 
'^-  .  ■  .>-    wrix-    h'-Id   bi»th  at 
-V.-'      :;.::■  ^-  wa^  iiidul::»\i  in, 
-       ;*:.  :    Ms -r:.    and    by  the 
. ^     : •?>  ...:.•> ':    :•  •   t ht^m.  and 
::    .  i  .:-^<.    :*:>^    iiirjH.»rt    of 
>-■.  •.  >  :  :    y.  u  —  :b.e  faith  in 
:    :        k:":::^  ..'f   men   ce:i>e. 
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"  Going  by  this  side  of  the  river  Te  Art),  to  wliere  the 
river  breaks  into  the  sea,  by  the  seaside  to  the  broken 
hills  of  the  land,  and  turning  upwards  along  the  ridges  and 
8purs,  turning  to  a  valley  and  swamp,  and  falling  down 
into  the  river  Te  Aro." 

The  boundaries  were  duly  measured  off,  and  payment 
was  made  in  bhmkets,  shirts,  coats,  t'>bacco,  pipes,  and  a 
small  cask  of  powder.  This  last,  Minarapa  is  careful  to 
explain,  was  given  in  a  different  way  to  the  other  goods. 
It  was  more  of  the  nature  of  a  gift  than  actual  payment, 
and  they  were  explicitly  informed  it  was  to  be  used  for 
shooting  birds,  not  men.  An  old  chief  asked  what  they 
should  (lo  if  enemies  attacked  them.  Mr.  l»umby  diplo- 
matically answered  they  were  first  to  tell  them  that  the 
law  of  God  wiis  against  fighting,  and  then,  if  they  did  not 
refrain,  they  must  defend  thems(»lves — in  other  words,  the 
gift   wfus  f(»r  defensive   purposes,   if    absolutely   nec(\ssary. 


Wharepouri,  a  chief  who  resided  at  Ngahauranga,  seems  to 
have  been  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  conferences  held. 
He  is  described  as  tall  and  majestic,  having  his  hair 
tastefully  tied  on  the  top  of  his  head,  and  falling  back  like 
a  diadem.  His  head  was  also  decorated  with  feathers,  so 
that  he  had  a  savage  and  commanding  appearance.  H(*re, 
as  elsewhere,  the  people  were  anxious  to  obtain  books,  and 
the  man  who  obttiined  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament  be- 
came? a  person  of  distincticm. 

Cloudy  Bay  was  the  next  anchorage.  A  small  native 
village  was  visited,  and  service  held.  The  large  whaling 
establishment  was  also  inspected.  Many  pakeha  Maoris 
were  living  there.  It  is  reportenl  that  some  of  these? 
wish(»d  a  Missionary  to  lx>  sent,  in  order  that  their  half- 
caste  children  might  be  taught ;  but  others  had  cast  off  all 
decency,  and  they  openly  opposed  it.  Mr.  Bumby  expresses 
himself  strongly   as    to  the   immorality  of  the   place.      He 


Maori  Church  axi>  Skttlkment,  Ola.matka,  Kaipaka. 


"I  see,"  said  the  chief,  "  then  this  powder  will  bite  them." 
This  land,  thus  properly  purchased,  is  now  one  of  the  most 
valuable  parts  of  Te  Aro,  and  ought  to  be  in  the  j^ossessicm 
of  the  Church.  There  was  much  controveisy  over  it  in  the 
early  years.  Colonel  Wakefield  declared  that  it  was 
included  in  his  purchase  for  the  New  Zealand  Con)})any, 
bat  this  the  Maoris  stoutly  denied.  More  than  one  of  the 
Missionaries  subsequently  visitinl  the  place,  and  tried 
to  .secure  a  proper  Government  title,  but  for  some  rc^ason 
they  failed.  After  a  few  days'  stay  a  present  was  given  to 
the  visitors,  and  in  farewell  addresses  three  things  were 
recognised— their  adhesion  to  the  faith,  the  sale  of  the 
land,  and  the  acceptance  of  Minarapa  as  teacher. 
Ileihana  was  also  appointed  to  Pipitea.  Minarapa's 
narrative  also  states  that  subsetjuently  there  was  built  a 
raupo  church  in  the  Te  Aro  Pah,  to  which  was  given  the  nanie 
of  Araiteurif  after  a  celebrated  female  taniwha  or  monster 


says  :  "  Some  of  these  present  specimens  of  human  nature* 
in  its  worst  estate*.  They  piaotise*  every  species  of 
iniijuity  without  lestiaint  and  without  cimcealment.  The 
sense  of  decency  and  propriety'  seems  extinct.  The  very 
soil  is  polluted  ;  the  v«My  atmosphere  is  tainted."  Notwith- 
standing this  pernicious  inlhienc(\  both  there  and  along 
the  shores  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  and  tlu^  adjacent 
islands,  the  natives  we^e  found  to  have  accepted  the 
Christian  faith.  They  observed  the  Sabbath  and  wor- 
shipped God,  meeting  twice  a  day,  while  as  substitutes  for 
bells  they  had  old  musket  barrels  suspended  by  cords,  and 
struck  by  stcmes.  Their  desire  to  obtain  books  was 
intense.  iVFr.  Bumby  says:  **A  few  of  the  young  peoi)le 
can  rejwl,  and  all  are  anxious  to  learn.  As  we  left  one 
place  numbers  followed  the  boat  up  to  their  middle  in 
wat(»r  to  get  books.  W(»  foviud,  \\\  1\\^  ^wsAi^x'Oiw  v:^  '^.vi^sx^ 
lads,  a  few  ivagmew^^  ol  \\v^  "^^^  T^\ajKivix!i\.^  *©»  ^vec^  -^\\is\ 


78 


THE  HISTORY  OF  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


of  ten  additional  men.  It  is  mentioned  in  support  that  a 
request  for  a  Missionary  had  been  received  from  Kapiti,  in 
connection  with  the  tribes  under  Ilauparaha's  control.  A 
strong  plea  was  entered  that  some,  at  least,  of  the 
new  missionaries  should  be  Hebrew  and  Greek  scholars, 
with  a  view  to  translating  ;  that  one  should  be  a  book- 
binder, if  possible ;  and  that,  in  face  of  the  constant 
demands  made  for  help  in  sickness,  all  should  have  some 
practical  medical  training,  if  at  all  possible.  All  this 
indicated  how  clearly  they  sa.v  the  country  was  opening 
before  them,  and  the  forethought  and  wisdom  that  led 
them  to  anticipate  further  needs.  J>eiieving  that  the 
request  sent  to  England  would  be  complied  with,  it  was 
further  resolved  that  the  newly-anived  Superintendent, 
with  Mr.  Hobbs,  should  proceed  soulhwanl  Jind  pers<nially 
make  the  acquaintance  of  th{^  triU^s,  with  the  purpose  «)f 
the  new  arrivals  being  placed 
in  the  b(»st  possible  centres 
for  carrying  on  their  work. 
Mr.  Turner  having  agr(?ed  to 
remain  at  Mangungu  until 
this  deputation  returned,  a 
vessel  called  *'The  Hokianga" 
was  chartered  at  the  l»ay  of 
Islands,  and  the  voyage 
undertaken.  With  the  two 
Missionaries  there  went  about 
twenty  num,  most  of  whom 
had  been  slaves  to  the  Nga- 
puhi,  but  whom  their  fornuM* 
masters  had  s(»t  free.  These 
men  IkuI  embraced  Christian- 
ity, and  the  intention  was 
not  only  that  they  should 
be  taken  back  to  their  rela- 
tives in  the  south,  but,  re- 
maining th(Te,  should  act  as 
teachers  and  pioneers  of  the 
Gospel. 

The  journey  occupied  three 
months,  and  a  most  inter- 
esting summary  of  it  is  given 
by  Mr.  Bumby  in  a  hotter  to 
the  London  Committee  bear- 
ing date  August  20th,  18.39. 
Rough  weather  was  encoun- 
tered   shortly   aft(^r  leaving 

the  Bay,  and  they  had  to  seek  shelter  in  Hicks'  Bay  f'»r  a 
week.  Here  they  had  painful  evidence  of  the  disasters 
and  desolation  that  war,  coupled  with  unbridled  passions, 
brings  in  its  train.  There  hiid  at  one  time  been  thousands 
of  natives  living  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  Ngapuhi, 
having  obtained  firearms,  came  upon  them  in  force,  w!iile 
they  dwelt  in  fancied  security.  A  large  pah  on  one  of  the 
hills  overlooking  the  bay  was  besieged.  Many  were 
captured,  killed,  cooked,  and  eaten.  The  remaincier  wcM-e 
reduced  to  such  straits  that  families  exchanged  children,  in 
order  not  to  eat  their  own  offspring.  In  all  about  three 
thousand  persons  were  cut  off.  The  residue  of  the  tribe, 
about  three  hundred  in  number,  were  now  uiuler  the 
charge  of  native  teachers  of  the  Episcopal  missi»»n. 
Wanganuiatera,  a  Maori  village,  on  the  shores  of  what 
was  afterwards  known  as  Port  Nicholson,  is  dt  scribed  jis 
"  being  surrounded  by  a  chain  of  beautiful  hills,  rising 
gradually  from  the  edge  of  the  water,  partly  covered  with 
timber^   and   sending  forth   streams  of  fresh   water."     A 


Rev.  J.  H.  Blmhy. 


book  published  in  London  on  New  Zealand  colonisation 
had  described  a  river  falling  into  this  harbour,  called  the 
Her(»taona,  and  said  that  it  was  as  broad  and  deep  as  the 
Thames  at  London  bridge,  and  eight  miles  long.  This  of 
course  was  found  to  be  a  Munchausen  story,  the  river— 
the  Hutt — being  so  shallow  that  at  the  entrance  they  were 
almost  wrecked  in  a  whaleboat.  There  was  only  one 
white  man  on  the  beach  at  Petone.  He  was  building  a 
boat,  but,  having  to  hamm(»r  out  nails  from  hoop  iron  over 
a  \vood  fire,  his  progress  was  rather  slow.  The  shores  of 
the  Bay  were  studded  with  native  villages — all  fortifiwl. 
The  resident  Maoris  are  said  to  be  of  milder  aspect  and 
gentler  carriage*  than  those  of  the  north.  Even  so,  their 
aspect  was  sutHciently  forbidding,  for  at  the  first  settle- 
ment at  which  they  landed  it  is  said  that  "some  were 
daube(l  with  red  ochre  and  <»il,  an<l  others  disfigured  about 

the  cheek  sand  eyebrows  with 
congealed  bliKKl."  There 
were  three  distinct  pahs  on 
the  present  site  of  Wellington 
City — Te  Aro,  Kumutoto, 
and  Pipitea.  An  interestinjj 
account  of  their  ari'ival  and 
reception,  by  an  ancient 
Maori,  Minarapa  Rangiha- 
tuake,  who  accompanied  the 
missionaries  and  became  the 
first  teacher,  has  recently 
c  nie  into  our  hands.  The 
fiist  landing  l(M)k  place  at 
Pipitea,  where  Minar.apa  was 
lecognised  by  the  w ife  of  a 
chief  called  Wairarjipa,  and 
a  great  ian^fi  took  pljvce.  He 
was  informed  that  his  rela- 
tives- -the  Taranakis — lived 
at  Te  Aro.  In  answer  to 
their  eager  inquiries,  he  told 
them  :  "  I  was  taken  captive 
to  Waikato,  and  from  Wai- 
kato  1  went  to  Ngapuhi. 
When  the  IVlissionaries  came 
to  Ngapuhi  all  the  chiefs  and 
their  mukais  (slaves)  con- 
sented to  lift  up,  or  accept, 
the  faith.  Maoris  wei*e  ap- 
pointed as  lay  preachers.  I 
was  appointed  a  [)reaoner,  and  Reihana  Te  Kamo, 
also  fioju  Taranaki,  was  appointed."  Beginning  then 
to  preach,  h(»  said,  **  All  the  people  shall  be  made  one 
by  me  in  tluv  faith.  I^et  not  one  of  the  tribe  prove  hard." 
At  his  suggestion  the  European  Missionaries  were  then 
invited  on  shore.  Large  iissemblies  were  held  both  at 
Pipitea  and  Te  Aro.  Much  speechifying  was  indulged  in, 
both  by  the  visitors,  English  and  Maori,  and  by  the 
resident  chiefs.  Mr.  Hobbs  also  preached  to  them,  and 
Mr.  Bumby  delivered  a  short  address,  the  purport  of 
which  was,  "  This  great  posse.ssion  is  for  you — the  faith  in 
God.  Let  the  people  live,  let  the  killing  of  men  cease, 
ccjise  also  from  eating  men."  The  result  was  that  a  strong 
desire  was  expressed  that  a  teacher  should  live  among 
them,  and  that  they  might  receive  further  instruction. 
They  also  agreed  to  sell  a  piece  of  land — about  three 
acres  —as  a  site  for  a  station.  Surveys  were  unknown,  but 
it  was  explicitly  described  tlius  : — 


appointed     a     [ueaoher 
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"  Going  by  this  side  of  the  river  Te  Aro,  to  where  the 
river  breaks  into  the  sea,  by  the  seaside  to  tlie  brok(?n 
hills  of  the  land,  and  turning  upwards  along  the  ridges  and 
spurs,  turning  to  a  valley  and  swamp,  and  falling  down 
into  the  river  Te  Aro." 

The  boundaries  were  duly  measured  off,  and  payment 
was  made  in  blankets,  shirts,  coats,  t:>bacco,  pipes,  and  a 
small  cask  of  powder.  This  last,  Miiiarapa  is  careful  to 
explain,  wius  given  in  a  different  way  to  the  other  goods. 
It  was  more  of  the  nature  of  a  gift  than  actual  payment, 
and  they  were  explicitly  informed  it  was  to  be  used  for 
shooting  birds,  iiot  men.  An  old  chief  asked  what  they 
should  do  if  enemies  attacked  them.  Mr.  Bumby  diplo- 
matically answered  they  were  first  to  tell  them  that  the 
law  of  G«k1  was  against  fighting,  and  then,  if  they  did  not 
n-^frain,  they  nnist  defend  themselves  -in  other  words,  the 
gift   was  for  defensive   purposes,   if    absolutely   necessary. 


Wharepouri,  a  chief  who  resided  at  Ngahauranga,  seems  to 
have  been  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  conferences  held. 
He  is  described  as  tall  and  majestic,  having  his  hair 
tastefully  tied  on  the  top  of  his  head,  and  falling  back  like 
a  diadem.  His  head  was  also  decorated  with  feathers,  so 
that  he  had  a  savage  and  commanding  appearance.  Here, 
as  elsewhere,  the  people  were  anxious  to  obtain  books,  and 
the  man  who  obtained  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament  be- 
came; a  person  of  distinction. 

Cloudy  Bay  was  the  next  anchorage.  A  small  native 
village  was  visited,  and  service  held.  The  large  whaling 
e-stablishment  was  also  inspecteil.  Many  pakeha  Maoris 
were  living  there.  It  is  reporte<l  that  some  of  these 
wished  a  Missionary  to  be  sent,  in  order  that  their  half- 
caste  children  might  be  taught  ;  but  others  had  cast  off  all 
decency,  and  they  openly  opposed  it.  Mr.  Humby  expresses 
himself  strongly   as    to  the  innnorality  of  the   place.      He 


Maori  Church  and  Setti^fment,  Otamatea,  Kaiiwha. 

"I  see,"  said  the  chief,  "  then  this  powder  will  bite  them." 
This  land,  thus  properly  purchased,  is  now  one  of  the  most 
valuable  parts  of  Te  Aro,  and  ought  to  be  in  the  possession 
of  the  Church.  There  was  much  controveisy  over  it  in  the 
early  years.  Colonel  Wakefield  declared  that  it  was 
included  in  his  purchase  for  the  New  Zealand  Company, 
bat  this  the  Maoris  stoutly  denied.  More  than  one  of  the 
Missionaries  subsequently  visit^^  the  place,  and  tried 
to  secure  a  proper  Government  title,  but  for  some  reason 
they  failed.  After  a  few  days'  stay  a  present  was  given  to 
the  visitors,  and  in  farewell  addresses  three  things  were 
recognised — their  adhesion  to  the  faith,  the  sale  of  the 
land,  and  the  acceptance  of  Minarapa  as  teacher. 
Reihana  was  also  appointed  to  Pipitea.  Minarapa's 
narrative  also  states  that  subsecjuently  there  was  built  a 
raupo  church  in  the  Te  Aro  Pah,  to  which  was  given  the  name 
of  Araiteuri,  after  a  celebrated  female  taniwha  or  monster 


says  :  "  Some  of  these  present  specimens  of  human  nature 
in  its  worst  estate.  They  practise  every  species  of 
iniquity  without  i«-straint  and  without  concealment.  The 
sense  of  decency  and  propriety  seems  extinct.  The  very 
soil  is  polluted  ;  the  v<*ry  atrnosphcn*  is  tainted."  Notwith- 
standing this  pernicious  intluenc(%  both  there  and  ahmg 
the  shores  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  and  the?  adjacent 
islands,  th(»  natives  w<u*e  found  to  have  accepted  the 
Christian  faith.  They  observed  the  Sabbath  and  wor- 
shipped! God,  meeting  twice  a  day,  while  as  substitutes  for 
bells  they  had  old  musket  barrels  suspended  by  cords,  and 
struck  by  st<mes.  Their  desire  to  obtain  books  was 
intense.  Mr.  Bumby  says  :  **  A  few  of  the  young  people 
<:an  rciul,  and  all  are  anxious  to  learn.  As  we  left  one 
place  numbers  followed  the  boat  up  to  their  middle  in 
water  to  get  books.  We  fowwd,  \\\  \\\^  ^v^{9»»'e^\^Tv  v:^  'e.v^^swi. 
lads,  a  iew  ivagmeuts  ol  \\\vi^<iv^  T^VsvxsvvixyX., '^^  ^v^V^  ^\xisx 
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use  as  to  be  scarcely  legible,  but  preserved  with  the  f^reatest 
care.  One  of  them,  having  learned  to  write  a  little,  and 
got  some  paper,  l:)egan  to  multiply  copies.  I  was  particu- 
larly aifected  with  the  last  passage  lui  tianscribed — *  He 
which  hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you  will  perform  it  until 
the  day  of  Jesus  Christ '  (Philippians  x,  16).  There  was 
no  difficulty  in  deciding  tliat  a  Missionary  ought  to  reside 
among  this  people. 

Crossing  Cook*s  Strait,  Mana  and  Kapiti  were  visited, 
and  an  interview  held  with  the  celebiated  Te  Uaupaiaha 
He  is  described  as  notoriously  vicious  in  his  habits,  and  of 
strong  cannibal  j)ropensities.  Sometimes,  laying  his  hand 
upon  his  stomach,  he  would  say,  "  T  am  hungry  for  a  man  : 
go  and  kill  such  a  slave  for  me."  Not  ver}'^  long  before 
this  interWew,  a  young  woman  liaving  offended  him,  he 
ordere<l  her  to  prepare  a  native 
oven,  which  being  done,  ]w  liad 
her  killed  and  cooked  in  it.  The 
Missionaries  visited  him  at  his 
whare ;  but  the  entrance,  which 
was  at  once  door,  window,  and 
chimney,  was  so  small  that  they 
had  to  crawl  in  on  hands  and 
knees.  Thirty  natives  woiv  in- 
side, and  two  tubs  of  whale  oil, 
with  immense  burners,  made  the 
atmosphere  so  trying  that  i\u'y 
were  glad  to  beat  a  hasty  retreat. 
Rauparaha  subsecjuently  eaine  on 
board  the  vessel,  ccniducti'd  him 
self  with  great  propri<'ty,  and 
declared  if  a  Missionary  weir 
sent  he  would  give  up  fighting, 
and,  with  his  people,  would  scinc 
Jehovah.  This  was  j)romis('d, 
and  meantime  a  native  teacher 
called  Paul  was  left  to  begin  the 
work. 

Mount  EgiTjont,  with  its  magni- 
ficent snow-clad  summit,  greatly 
impressed  and  delighted  the 
travellers.  I^anding  at  Taranaki, 
not  far  from  the  present  site  of 
New  Plymouth,  they  noted  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  but  learned 
that  this  very  fact  had  been  a 
cause  of  trouble.  Fiaud  disputes 
were  frequent.  The  unfortunate 
and  again  harried  by  war,  s() 
uncultivated,  and  many  villages  had  been  (le[)opulat(  <1. 
The  natives  who  still  remained  were  always  in  feai"  of  an 
attack,  and  fortified  their  pahs  as  they  were  best  abl(\ 
At  Ngamotu,  Moturoa,  a  number  were  found  living  in 
the  holes  and  caves  of  the  Sugar  Loaves  R()cks.  These 
were  all  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  at  first  afraid  to  approach 
the  visitors,  as  they  supposed  they  hiui  come  t(»  j)l under. 

At  Kawhia,  where  the  charter  of  tin*  vessel  ended,  th«3 
deputation  was  heartily  welcomed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Whiteley.  It  is  reported  that  on  Mr.  Whiteley's  return 
he  had  found  the  chapel  and  dwelling  formerly  erected  still 
standing,  and  the  natives  holding  fast  the  faith.  The 
Superintendent  found  the  present  aspect  of  the  work  to  be 
"prosperous  and  promising.*'  The  time  spent  there  was  of 
great  interest.  On  the  Saturday  natives  who  had  met  in 
class  for  some  months  were  jmblicly  examined  as  candidates 
for  baptism,  and  Mr.   Hobbs  preached  to  a  great  crowd. 
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The  next  day  sixty-eight  adults  were  baptised  and  twenty- 
nine  children,  while  in  the  evening  Mr.  Bumby  preached 
in  English  to  a  congregation  of  half  a  dozen,  who  afterwards 
partook  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  An  out-station  called 
Teitu,  which  was  a  village  in  the  midst  of  a  den.se  forest, 
was  also  visited,  and  a  Sunday  spent  there.  Mr.  Whiteley 
even  had  not  been  there  previously,  but  natives  who  had 
heard  the  Gospel  during  his  former  residence  had  gone  to 
reside  there.  These  hjul  built  a  church,  w^here  daily 
service  was  held.  On  this  occasion  sixty-two  adults,  who 
formerly  renounced  heathenism,  and  thirty  children  were 
baptised.  Twenty-one  couples  were  also  married.  Gold 
rings,  of  course,  could  not  be  found.  They  were  not  even 
so  fortunate  as  a  number  of  happy  couples,  for  whom  a 
Missionary's  wife  produced  a  numl)cr  of  brass  curtain 
rings,  which  she  had  brought  with 
her  from  England.  They  hafi  to 
be  (lispensecl  with  altogether. 
While  there  the  Missionaries 
were  called  upon  to  act  as  p;icifi- 
cators  at  Mokau.  A  (juarrel  had 
arisen,  and  a  general  w^ar  was 
feai'ed.  The  Mission  party  »»"«^nt 
over  and  crmferred  with  both 
j)arties  at  a  place  called  Piulupadu. 
The  forces  were  alread}'  drawn  up, 
hundr(Mls  on  either  side,  and, 
except  for  their  belts  and  car- 
tridge boxes,  ready  for  action  at 
a  moment's  notice.  The  people 
threatened  were  heathens,  and 
said  tlK'v  would  resist  every  at- 
tack to  the  death.  The  two 
\  isi  tors  remained  with  these,  while 
Mr.  \Vhiteley  went  to  reason  with 
ih(»  attacking  force.  By  judi- 
cious advice  peace  was  made,  their 
muskets  were  fired  into  the  air, 
tlie  two  parties  fraternised,  and 
bloodshed  was  prevented.  A  few 
days  were  also  spent  at  Wainga- 
r<>a,  where  it  is  stated  Mr.  Wallis 
had  an  extensive  and  very  promis- 
ing fi(»ld  of  usefulness.  The 
church  built  by  William  Naylor 
is  desci-ibed  by  Mr.  l>umby  as 
'*  the  largest  and  most  respectable 
|)Lu-e  of  worship  T  have  seen  in  the  country." 
Waikato,  Maiiukau,  and  Kaipara  were  all  inspected 
fit  nmfr,  and  everywhere  success  wjis  seen.  The  conclu.sion 
reached  was  that  ''  the  fields  were  white  unto  harvest," 
and  i)lans  for  future  working  were  discussed  and  deter- 
min<Mi  u[>on.  At  the  Annual  District  Meeting,  held 
shortly,  it  was  reported  that  there  were  already  l'JG3 
Church  members  and  590  on  trial. 

Lat(»r  in  the  same  year  the  Superintendent,  accompanied 
by  Messrs.  Ironside  and  Creed,  made  a  further  tour,  to 
Oruru,  Mongonui,  and  Whangaroa,  by  way  of  Mangamuka. 
Mr.  Jknnby  was  of  opinion  that  Whangaroa  should  again 
be  occupied.  While  the  party  were  only  absent  eight  days 
on  this  expedition,  the  toil  was  considerable.  The  all  but 
impassable  swamps  they  had  to  cross,  the  rivet's  to  be 
folded,  and  the  gloomy  forests  all  made  travelling  dis- 
agreeable. What  the  kauri  forest  was  like  may  be 
inuigined  from  a  record  preserve<l  by  Mr.  Ironside.  Seven 
of  them  formed  a  circle  round  the  trunk  of  one  of  the 
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1  vitli  extendwl  aims  the  finger-tips  of  the  two 
t  just  touchetl  each  otlier.  Between  these  two 
tout's  Mr.  Bumby  visited  Sychiey  for  the  purpose 
ing  for  furniture  and  supplies  for  tlie  projt^cted 
Evidently  it  was  no  misnomer  to  call  him  an 
pi^eacher. 

^me  events  Mere  transpirinjjf  in  the  country  which 
ffecte<i  the  Missi()n  and  ultimately  chan«xed  its 
.  Colonisation,  regular  and  irre«j;ular,  was  not 
inent;  it  hml  already  connnence<l.  Wlu  rever  the 
IPS  had  gone  trmlers  followed  them.  The  more 
sposition  of  the  Maoris  brou<^ht  about  by  th(» 
couragefl  th(»m  also  to  s(»ttle  in  other  places,  and 
able  trade  in  pigs,  flax,  potatoes,  and  kauii  spars 
ed  on  Trade  <lisputes  arose.  The  Eunipeans 
08e<l  to  be  under  the  pn.tecti(ni  of  th(»  Covernor 


the  Maoris,  it  would  have  been  well  if  it  could  have  bet*n 
deferred  for  a  few  yeai-s.  They  also  feared,  notwithstand- 
ing perfect  honesty  of  intention,  yet  through  imperfect 
knowhnlge  of  the  language,  and  non-ac<|uaintance  with  the 
native  laws  of  land  ownei-ship,  grave  dilKculties  would 
arise.  The  sequel  proved  that  their  fears  were  only  too 
well  founded.  The  purchases  of  the  New  Zealand  Ljind 
Company  gave  rise  to  almost  endless  delays,  disputes, 
complications,  and  heart  burnings.  A  Confederation  of 
Northern  Chiefs  had  l)een  formed,  and  to  some  extent 
recognised  by  King  William  IV.  l>ut  this  Confederation 
did  not  affect  the  south,  an<l  it  was  obviously  advisable 
that  a  fuller  and  more  distinct  recognition  of  British 
authority  should  takt*  phu'e.  In  18.'59  Captain 
ilobson,  B.N.,  was  ctminiissioned  to  come  to  New  Zealand, 
act  as  Consul,  negotiate  for  the  cession  of  the  country,  and 
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>uth  Wales,  and  some  yrars  jn'cviously  Mr.  J. 
the  Bay  of  Islands,  had  been  ap])ointed  British 
nd  the  representative  of  law  and  order.  But  as 
force  at  his  command,  th(^  course*  of  justice  was 
ed,  while  even  at  the  best,  with  hot  headed  mcMi 
les,  it  was  not  easy  to  carry  it  out.  The  gri^at 
vantages  of  t\w  c()untry  were  also  beginning  to 
The  New  Zealand  Land  Coini)any  had  been 
Colonel  Wak<»field,  its  agent,  ha<l  already  ar- 
purported  to  have  purchased  large  tracts  <)f 
pound  Port  Nicholson,  Wanganui  or  Petre, 
e  Wairau,  and  Taranaki.  On  his  way  to  the 
ce  the  Colonel  had  calleil  at  Hokianga,  and 
r  his  proposals  with  the  Missionaries.  While 
lo  colonisation  in  itself,  they  thought  that  both 
•ests  of  the  Europeans  who  were  to  come,  an<lof 


(From  skotcli  by  Mrs.  W.  J.  Wat  kin.) 

then  become  Governor.  So<m  after  his  irrival  he  proceeded 
to  the  residence  of  Mr.  P>usby  at  Waitangi,  Bay  of  Islands. 
M(»sseng(»rs  w(»re  st-nt  out,  and  a  great  concourse  of  the? 
native*  chiefs  and  people  asseni))led.  Tin*  Wesleyan 
Missiimaries,  Warren  and  Ironsich',  Kev.  H.  Williams  of 
the  Episcopal  Mission,  Bishop  Pompallier,  and  a  numlMT 
of  traders  were  also  present.  The  Queen's  Commission 
was  read  and  interpreted.  Much  discussion  ensued. 
Hone  Ileke  at  first  op]>osed,  and  there  was  nmch  wrangling. 
At  length  Tamati  Waka  Nene,  the  influential  Wesleyan 
chief,  after  an  im[)assione<l  speech,  addressed  Captain 
Hobson,  and  said  :  "  Come,  sir,  come.  We  have  long  been 
ram -rant  (confused)  and  at  variance  with  each  other,  and 
wanted  a  guardian  and  a  guide.  Come  and  l>e  our  father 
and  guide."  H(»  carricnl  the  meeting  with  him,  and  when 
)i(»  closeil  tliere  was  a   rush  of  the  chiefs  to  sign  the  treaty, 
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Hone  Heke  being  the  first.  After  the  meeting  Captain 
Hobeon  visited  Hokianga,  and  the  remaining  chiefs  of  that 
district  appended  their  signatures.  Later  on,  and  largely 
under  the  influence  of  the  Missionaries  of  the  two 
Protestant  Churches,  the  southern  chiefs  did  likewise. 
So  in  January,  1840,  without  force,  trickery  or  bloodshed, 
this  fair  land  became  a  British  Colony.  That  it  was 
accomplished  in  so  amicable  a  manner  was  chiefly  due  to 
Missionary  influence.  It  is  necessary  to  emphasise  this,  as 
some  have  supposed  the  Missionaries  resisted  it.  So  far 
was  this  from  being  the  case,  that  in  the  oflicial  records 
of  the  Church  there  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor 
to  the  Head  of  the  Mission,  acknowledging  gratefully  the 
valuable  service  rendered. 

Right  nobly  did  the  English  Methodists  respond  to  the 
appeal  for  additional  agents.     They  had  been  stirred  to  the 
heart  by  the  accounts  of  the  moral  needs  of  the  Maoris. 
They  had  learned  to  appreci- 
ate the  difficulties  which  the 
first   labourei-s    had    to   face. 
They     were      thankful      f()r 
advances  made,  andwlieii  they 
were  assured  that  at  leni^th 
there  were  "  open  doors "  iii 
every  direction,  they  resolved 
that  these  should  be   entennl. 
Moreover,    it    was    the   Cen- 
tenai'y  of  the    Church.     As 
they  looked  back  a  hundred 
years,  nothing  impressed  them 
so    much     as     the    rapidity 
with   which  the   Gospel    had 
spread.      They     determined, 
therefore,    that    the     second 
century's  beginning  should  be 
marked  by  a  further  onward 
movement.     For  some  time  it 
had   been   found   difficult    to 
supply  the  South  Sea  Mission- 
aries  with    stores.      Traders 
were  few.     To  charter  vessels 
was  expensive.     At  the  time 
Superintendent     Waterhouse 
was  appointed,  the  idea  of  a 
Mission    ship,    which    should 
be  under  his  direction,    had 
been  already  mooted.     It  was 
taken  up  enthusiastically,  and 
the  following  year   the    brig 
"  Triton  "  was  bought  for  the 
purpose.     She    was   a    small 
vessel  of  120  tons,  and  in  these  days  would  be  voted  slow 
and  clumsy.     Her  cabins  were  small  and  inconvenient ; 
but  her  purchase  was  hailed  with  delight.     A  Methodist 
captain  was  appointed,  with  first  and  second  mates,  steward 
and  steward's  mate,   three  A.B.'s,  and  two  boys.     Two- 
thirds  of  them  were  members  of  the  Church.     The  Mission 
party  embarked  in  her  for  the  first  voyage  to  the  Antipixies 
was  a  large   and   interesting  one.     It   consisted   of   the 
Rev.  J.  and  Mrs.  Archbell,  seven  children  and  a  servant, 
also  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Appleyard,  who  were  going  to  South 
Africa.     The   Revs.   F.  and  Mrs.  Wilson,   G.   and   Mrs. 
Kevem,  were  appointed   to   the   Friendly    Islands;   the 
Rev.  T.  and  Mrs.  Williams  to  Fiji.     The  New  Zealand 
contingent  comprised  the  Revs.  Buddie,  Skevington,  and 
Turton,    with   their  wives,  and   three  single  ministers — 
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Messrs.  Aldred,  Battle,  and  Smales.  In  all  there  were 
twenty-nine  persons  besides  the  crew.  How  thoy  and  their 
belongings  wore  stowed  away,  and  how  they  secured 
exercise  during  the  voyage,  is  a  mystery.  Evidently  they 
had  "  to  endure  hardness."  The  vessel  left  Bristol  on 
September  14th,  1839.  The  three  Missionary  Secretaries 
— Dr.  Bunting,  Messrs.  Beecham  and  Hoole  —were  there  . 
to  bid  them  Godspeed.  After  four  days  they  were  obliged 
to  anchor  at  Milford  Haven,  and  remained  there  twehe 
days,  holding  Missionary  meetings  and  conducting  service*. 
After  a  tedious  voyage  of  three  months  they  lamied  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  January  3rd,  and  after  a  detention 
of  six  weeks  sailed  for  Hobart,  where  they  wei-e  welcomed 
by  Mr.  Waterhouse  on  April  7th.  A  fortnight  was 
pleasantly  spent  there,  and,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Water- 
house,  the  New  Zealand  party  landed  at  Hokianga  on 
May  8th,  about  eight  months  having  been  spent  en  rovAe, 

From  a  MS.  journal  of  the 
voyage  in  the  v.'riter's  possess- 
ion, it  appears  that,  after  lUl 
the  care  taken  in  the  selection 
of  the  crew,  there  was  at  least 
one  black  sheep  among  them, 
who  was  handed  ovtr  to  a 
vessel  of  the  Navy  at  Madeira. 
The  dietary  was  at  times  much 
below  par,  and  as  most  of 
their  fresh  meat  was  swept 
overboard  in  the  Channel, 
they  had  a  long  experience  of 
salt  junk.  For  about  a  fort- 
night they  were  nnahla  to 
make  Table  Bay,  and  shd- 
tered  in  one  called  Saldanhii 
where  they  were  befriended 
by  Dutch  farmers.  Still  they 
managed  admirably.  Servka 
were  held  on  Sundays,  family 
vvoi*ship  was  daily  kept  nfS 
and  sermons  were  duly  criti- 
cised. The  tedium  off  the 
\()yago  was  relieved  by  amoa-i 
ing  incidents.  One  of  the 
jnniors  organised  a  school 
treat,  and  produced  plum  cake. 
Distributing  it  to  his  collea- 
gues and  theirwives,herepe»t- 
ed  as  each  received  his  portion: 

"Small  as  it  is,  'tis  all  my  store. 
More  8hoa1d*st  thou  have  if  I  had 
more." 
Another  young  brother,  whose  turn  it  was  to  conduct  the 
devotions,      having     overslept     himself,     came    out    en 
deshcihille,  and  convulsed  the  party  by  asking  them  tosmg; 

"  Awake,  my  soul,  and  with  the  sun  " 
A  third,  who  despised  the  orthodox  divisions  in  his  sermon, 
and  followed  what  he  called  the  rhetorical  method  of  the 
ancients,  was  comforted  by  the  caustic  remark  that  they 
were  glad  they  did  not  live  in  the  time  of  the-  ancients. 
Innocent  amusements  were  devised,  and,  like  sensible 
people,  they  thus  made  the  best  of  what  must  have  been  a 
weary  and  dreary  voyage. 

This  large  party  was  a  most  welcome  reinforcement,  and 
inspired  the  Mission  staflF  with  the  hope  that  they  would 
now  be  able  to  work  the  new  places  efficiently.      The  moat 
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conspicuous  of  the  new  ftrrivals,  and  the  ablest  adminis- 
trator, was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Buddie.  A  native  of  the 
County  of  Durham,  and  with  some  of  the  hardheadedness 
and  fondness  for  argument  characteristic  of  the  Northum- 
brians, he  had  a  heart  as  tender  as  a  child  !  It  melted  at 
every  story  of  distress.  Converted  in  his  teens,  he  l)ecame 
a  preacher  sliortly  afterwards.  He  had  not  the  advantage 
of  college  training,  but  read  widely  in  divinity.  Possessed 
of  an  intense  spirit  of  evangelism,  he  ha<l  also  seen  many 
c<m verts.  lie  had  only  just  completed  his  probation  as  a 
minist^*r  ;  but  his  maturity  of  character  was  such  that  he 
was  chosen  chairman  of  the  Mission  band  on  the  "  Triton," 
and  receivcnl  special  thanks  for  his  services.  His  actual 
Mission  i^xpeiience  (m  a  Maoii  Station  did  not  extend 
beyond  five  years  ;  but  he  certainly  made  the  best 
of  his  time.  Accjuiring  the  language  easily,  he  became  a 
facile  and  forcible  speaker  therein.     He  sought  to  know  all 


scholarly  taster.  He  distinguished  himself  subsequently 
b}'  a  public  controversy  with  Bishop  SelwN^n  on  "  Sacerdotal 
Assumptions,"  and  certainly  had  not  the  worst  of  the 
argument.  After  c(mtinuing  in  the  Mission  some  years, 
he  b(»came  a  native  interpreter,  and  enteivd  the  Govern- 
ment service.  The  Rev.  J.  Skevington  was  earnest  and 
devoted,  and  gave  promise  of  becoming  an  excellent 
preacher.  He  had  but  fairly  started  on  his  Missionary 
career,  when,  at  a  District  Meeting  in  Auckland,  he  died 
suddenly,  in  the  old  High  Street  Church.  The  three 
juniors  all  lived  to  an  honoured  old  age.  Mr.  Smales 
married  Miss  Bumby,  sister  of  the  Superintendent.  After 
a  term  at  Hoki<anga,  he  formed  a  sUition  at  Aotea,  and 
laboured  there  for  tw(»lve  years  with  considerable  success. 
On  account  of  family  claims  he  then  retired,  and  became  a 
farmer  at  Tamaki.  Afterwards  he  went  to  England, 
wliere  he  spent  some   years,   and    also    visited    America. 
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that  could  be  learned  of  the  legends  of  the  people,  wliile 
his  diligence  an<l  kindness  of  h(»art  gained  their  respect  and 
love.  Foi*  some  years  after  he  was  in  charge  of  the  ihst 
Native  Training  Institution.  8ubse<iuently  he  aided  in  the 
revision  of  the  Maori  translation  of  the  Scriptures.  Even 
when  fully  occupi<'d  wi*^h  the*  duties  of  a  European 
pastorate,  and  burdened  with  "the  care  of  all  the 
churches  "  and  the  Foreign  Missions,  he  never  lost  his  love 
for  the  native  race,  but  pleaded  earnestly  for  the  effective 
continuance  of  Mission  work  among  them.  We  shall  meet 
!Mr.  Buddie  again  as  one  of  the  foremost  Church  leaders  of 
a  later  periofl.  Mrs.  Buddie  was  ecjually  devoted,  and  in 
after  years  was  esteemed  as  "a  mother  in  Israel."  Three 
of  their  daughters  became  the  wives  of  ministers  of  the 
Church,  and  other  members  of  the  family  occupy  honour- 
able positions  therein.  The  Rev.  H.  Hanson  Turton  was  a 
man    of  good  presence,   pleasant    juldress,   and   somewhat 


re  Hf\t  cliiiittrr. 

Eventually 
entei-pris<'s, 
relations  w 


(From  sketch  by  Mrs.  Korsaith.) 

lu»  retiiriHMl  to  the  Colony,  engaged  in  various 
preserving    to    the    end    <)f    his    life    friendl}^ 

th  the  Mission  which  he  came  to  serve.  Th<» 
Rev.  O.  Biitth^  was  exceedingly  amiable,  and  possesscnl  a 
(juiet  humour,  which  made  him  a  most  agreeable 
companion.  For  about  eighteen  years  he  diligently  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  a  Maori  Missionary.  During  the 
later  portion  he  made  his  station  almost  self-supporting  by 
keeping  a  Hock  of  sheep,  (^n  losing  his  wife  he  returned 
to  F^ngland,  and  took  two  circuits  undtn*  the  British 
Conference.  The  climat(»  was  too  severe  for  continuance, 
and  he  came  back  to  the  Colony,  and,  as  a  Supernumerary, 
resided  at  Spring  Farm,  Otahuhu,  for  thirteen  years  more. 
He  pleached  as  he  was  able  in  the  churches  around,  and 
was  beloved  by  all.  One  of  his  sons  is  now  a  minister  of 
the  Church,  his  only  daughter  became  tlu*  wife  of  a 
niinister,  and  the  rest  of  the  family  have  s(»rved  or  ave  •^t.x.VV 
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serving  it  in  various  capacities.  Mr.  Buttle\s  friend  and 
associate,  the  Kev.  John  Aid  red,  had  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tage of  go(Hi  scholastic  training,  and  been  employed  as  an 
usher  in  a  school.  Born  and  brought  up  in  th(*  Anglican 
Church,  he  was  a  Metho<Hst  by  conviction  and  choice,  a 
painstaking  preacher,  and  a  most  diligent  pastor.  For 
about  fourteen  years  he  preached  to  Englisli  and  Maori 
congregations  alternately,  and  was  then  transferred  to  the 
European  work,  in  which  he  served  an  ecjual  period. 
After  a  long  and  <iui'.'t  eventide  of  life,  he  passed  to 
his  reward  in  Cliristchurch,  in  \^{)^.  A  month  after 
the  arrival  of  these  Missionaries  in  the  north,  the  Rev. 
James  Watkin  came  to  tiie  south  of  New  Zealand.  He 
had  l)een  a  Missionar}^  in  the  Friendly  Islands.  He  was 
an  almost  omnivorous   iCfader,    had   a    lively   manner,  and 


this  band  of  evangelists.  Such  help  had  long  Wn 
desired.  When  they  actually  arrived  the  gladness,  both 
of  the  Christian  converts  and  the  older  Missionari(*s, 
was  great.  Mr.  Hcbbs'  boat  met  the  vessel  near  the 
Heads.  The  next  day  the  native  lads  rowed  Mr.  Water- 
house*  up  U)  Mangungu,  and  as  they  appi-oached  made  the 
hills  resound  with  their  shouts.  Very  shortly  after  can<»es 
were  manned,  and  came  from  every  direction,  filled  with 
those  who  were  anxious  to  look  upon  the  illustrious 
stranger.  The  day  following  a  great  honro  was  held. 
Some  hundreds  came  and  shook  hands ;  then,  sitting? 
down  in  a  circle,  and  <,'azing  fixedly  as  only  Maoris  can. 
they  plied  him  with  all  kinds  of  questions.  The  Maoris 
attach  great  importance  to  age  and  family  connec- 
tions,   and    when    they  learned   that  he  had    a  wife,    ten 


Matuat()N(JA — o  ^f<n>n'  Deity. 

was  a  decided  acquisition.  After  serving  the  Cliurch  here 
for  some  years,  he  was  transferred  to  Australia,  and  died 
in  Sydney  at  an  advances!  age.  His  \vidow,  n()w  over 
ninet}',  still  survives.  Three  of  their  sons  entered  the 
ministry,  and  now  occupy  honoured  positicms. 

As  fixed  by  the  English  Conference  of  1S39,  the  staticms 
of  the  Missionaries  were  to  be  the  following  : — Mangungu  : 
J.  H.  Bumby,  J.  Hobbs,  J.  Warn  n  ;  Waima  :  H.  H. 
Turton  ;  Newark  :  W.  Woon  ;  Orongatta  :  G.  Smales  ; 
Kaipara :  J.  Buller :  Heads  of  Kaipara  :  C.  Creed ; 
Kawhia  :  J.  Whitely,  G.  Buttle:  Waingaroa :  J.  Wallis, 
T.  Buddie  ;  Taranaki :  S.  Ironside,  J.  Aldred  ;  Kai>iti  and 
Entry  Island:  J.  Watkin,  J.  Skevington. 

A  very  joyous  event  in  Hokianga   was  the  coming  of 


children,  and  one  grandchild,  they  were  deligbttHl.  Being 
introduced  as  the  (General  Superintendent,  which  was 
translated  as  ''keeper  or  jn-otector,"  Tanuiti  Waka 
shrewdly  said,  in  that  cjise  he  ought  to  bring  Mrs. 
Waterhouse  and  family,  select  a  piece  of  ground,  build  a 
house,  learn  the  language,  pi-eacb,  lead  classes,  keep 
su])plies,  and  then  he  would  indeed  be  their  keeper.  The 
same  chief  bore  public  testimony  to  the  fact  that  prior  to 
the  (i()spers  coming  his  hand  was  against  every  man, 
and  every  man's  against  him.  He  went  forth  to  slay,  and 
delighted  to  shed  human  blood.  Now  he  went  from  place 
to  i)lace  to  persuade  the  jx^ople  to  turn  to  Gofl.  He 
appealed  to  a  formtn-  inveterate  foe,  but  who  was  now  a 
candidate  for  Church   membership,   for  the  truth  of  his 
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Statement.  Others  followed  with  similar  avowals.  The 
first  Sunday,  two  days  after  their  arrival,  the  newcomers 
were  greatly  interest<»d  in  watching  the  services.  At  9  the 
adult  school  was  lield,  and  the  Superintendent  was 
surprised  to  hear  them  read  so  well.  At  10  the  large 
church  was  filled  for  service,  and  thoy  were  not  a  little 
amused  at  the  natives'  taste  in  dress.  Many  were  wrapped 
in  blankets,  and  thos«^  wlio  affected  European  attire  had 
original  ideas  about  putting  it  on.     Some  had  coats  with 

one  sleeve  in  front 
and  the  other  in 
the  lear,  fas  tinned 
by  a  hook  and  eye 
to  the  collar,  the 
front  to  tlie  right 
side.  "  Motley  was 
tli<»  only  wear." 
Tht^  Liturgy  was 
read,  and  Mi. 
Waterliouse  says  : 
''  The  I'esponses 
were  delightful,  be- 
yond anytliing  I 
had  heard  in  Eng- 
land." Mr.  Hobbs 
preached  with  great 
readiness  and  unc- 
tion, after  whicii  he 
translated  an  ail- 
dress  by  the  Chief 
Pastor.'  In  the 
afternoon  Mr.  lUid- 
dle  c-ondueted  ser- 
vice in  English,  Mr.  Creed  in  Maori  in  the  evcMiing,  after 
which  Mr.  Ironside  married  a  couple,  whose  wedding  robes 
were  blankets.  It  wiisafull  day.  The  next  ^funday  was  even 
more  memorable.  Knowledge  of  tlir  new  ariivals  had  now 
spread  to  all  parts  of  the  ri\er,  and  a  great  crowd 
assembled.  At  9  Mr.  Waterin)Use  addressed  tli  mm  in  the 
open  air.  Mr.  IJuUer  inlei'preting.  Th(»y  were  so  interested 
that  they  begged  him  to  continue  ;  but  a  s].ecial  ser\  ice 
had  lx»en  arranged  in  the  church.  Innnediately  the  (l(M)rs 
were  opened  it  was  crowded  to  excess.  Ninety  eandi<lat(  s 
for  baptism,  all  of  whom  had  been  examined,  j)resent(d 
themselves.  To  ensure  inder  each  had  written  on  a  slip  of 
pjiper  th(^  name  chosen.  ^Ir.  Waterliouse  th(Mi  baptised 
them  individually,  the  usual  formula  being  repeated  in 
each  case  in  Maori  by  Mr.  Bumby.  Jt  was  a  solemn  and 
impressive  service.  In  the  afternoon  a  meeting  for  religious 
experience,  known  as  a  love-feast,  was  held.  The  Mission- 
aries spoke  freely,  and  Nene,  his  son-in-law  Patene,  ]Moses, 
and  about  thirty  other  natives  told  the  story  of  their 
c(m version  in  an  artless  but  evidently  sinceie  manner, 
which  prcxluced  a  deep  impression.  Mr.  Bumby,  who  as 
yet  had  only  learned  to  read  in  Maori,  then  announced 
a  hymn  composed  by  Mr.  Turner,  the  burden  of  which 
was  a  determination  to  travel  to  the  heavenly  Canaan  and 
a  description  of  the  joys  which  awaited  them  there.  This 
was  sung  with  great  feeling,  and  the  assembly  dispersed. 
Later  on  another  native  service  was  held,  and  in  the 
evening  Mr.  Waterhousc  preached  in  English.  The 
follow'ing  day  meetings  of  the  Chiefs  and  Missionaries 
were  held,  and  plans  matured  for  carrying  on  the  work. 

Unhappily  this  joyous  scene  was  soon  succeeded  by  the 
deepest  sorrow.  It  was  arranged  that  the  "  Triton  "  should 
Qonvey  the  Missionaries  appointed  to  the  south  2vs  far  as 


Kawhia.  Mr.  Bumby  was  to  acconipany  them,  and  while 
Mr.  Waterhouse  prosecuted  his  voyage  to  the  South  Seas 
he  was  to  return  overland  to  Hokianga.  After  a  stormy 
voyage  of  six  (hiys  tlu^y  reached  their  destination  in  safety. 
Ten  days  were  spent  in  landing  stores,  meeting  chiefs  who 
had  come  fiom  a  distance,  etc.  Excursions  were  also  made 
to  some  of  the  inland  preaching  station}-,  and  there  and  at 
Kawhia  servicers  were  conducted.  The  visitors  were 
greatly  pleased  with  the  pr()spects.  Soon  after  the 
"  Triton"  sailed  Mr.  Bumby  started  on  his  return  journey. 
He  spent  a  Sunday  at  the  Waingaroa  Station,  and  preached 
on  **  Contentment."  He  then  visited  the  Waikato  district, 
and  on  June  '24th  called  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fairburn's 
Mission  Station  at  the  Thames  and  consulted  him  as  to 
whether  it  was  better  to  j)roceed  northward  by  the  East 
or  West  Coast.  Mr.  Fairburn  recommended  the  route  by 
Manukau  ;  but  this  involved  a  long  pedestrian  journey, 
and  he  was  suffering  from  sore  feet,  and  also  crossing  the 
Kaipara  Heads,  of  which  he  was  in  dread.  There  weie 
with  him  a  number  of  native  teachers  and  a  Tonga  lad. 
After  talking  it  ovei  with  them  he  finally  resolved  to  go  by 
way  of  the  Thames  and  Whangarei,  apparently  to  save 
land  travelling,  and  to  afford  the  opportunity  to  sonje  (»f 
his  party  to  \ij-it  their  relatives.  Though  the  natives  had 
concurred  in  the  decision,  yet  they  seemed  to  have  some 
forebodings,  an<l  bef«)re  they  left  one  ()f  them  prayed  : 
*'  ()  Lord,  it*  Thou  seest  good  to  take  our  spirits,  take  them 
to  Thyself."  Y(!t  the  voyage  began  happily.  They  crossed 
over  to  Waihek<',  where  (Uie  of  the  [>arty  had  relatives. 
They  were  hospitably  entertained,  and  a  canoe  was  loaned 
them  for  the  voyage.  Thv  next  day  was  beautifully  tine, 
and  tliev  i)roi!e(Ml(Ml  to  Motutajm  and  spent  the  night 
there.      On  the    20th    the  weather  was   still  line,  but  cold. 

There  were  twenty  j)ersons  on  l)oai'd,  and  it  recjuired  great 

steadiness  in  moving  to  ke<»p  the  canoe  right.  About 
noon,  when  between  Motutapu  and  Tiiitiri  nuitimgi,  a  sail 

was   hoiste(l    to   catch    a 

gentle  hree/.e  which  was 

rising  ;  several  i;ot  uj)  at 

the  same  time,  the  canoe 

was    u])s<'t,    and    all     on 

board     tlirown    into    the 

watr'r.     The  nativ<'s  were 

expert  swimmers,  and  at 

once  exei'ted   themselves 

to   save  the    Missionary. 

The  canoe  was    I'ighted, 

and  he  was  placed   in  it, 

where   he  sat  baling  out 

the  water  with  his  hands. 

Several    of    the     natives 

now  tried  to  get  into  the 

canoe  at  once,  and  it  was 

overturned    once    more, 

and  one  of  them  drowned. 

Yet,  with  great  braver}', 

two  of  those  remaining 

got  Mr.  Bumby  astride 

the  canoe,  they  them- 
selves swimming  alongside  and  trying  to  keep  him  steady. 

For  half  an  hour  his  life  was  thus  preserved.     But   the 

waves  were  now  rising ;    one  of  these  overwhelmed  them, 

and  he  sank  to  rise  no  more.     With  him  perished  no  less 

than  thirteen  of  his  companions.     A  native  who  bore  the 

name  of  James  Garland,  and  who  had  been  one  of  those 

holding  him  on  to  the  CMvo^^Vi^i\vv«  \v.v\\viXv^^>«\\Kws.^^ 


Kev.  H.AMioKA  Ngaropi  (Samuel 
Honeybee)— a  venerable  Native 
tuiniiffer. 
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live  others  escjijxMl.  They  nimh^  tlieir  way  to  hind,  and 
return(Ml  to  Man][;un;ia  hy  way  of  Kaipara.  News  of  the 
disjister  did  not  reach  the  station  till  the  Ke<?ond  wtn^k  in 
July.  Miss  I>uinby  was,  of  course,  prostrate<l  with  <j:rief. 
The  Missionaries  and  their  wives  felt  themselves  sorely 
bereaved.  Messrs.  Hobbs  and  8nial(\s  at  onc(»  went  to 
Waiteniata  to  recc)ver  the  body,  if  that  were  possible  ;  but, 
as  it  sank  in  deep  water,  it  was  never  cast  on  shore.  His 
death  was  Mt  to  be  a  ^reat  loss.  Although  only  thirt}'- 
.two  years  of  aj^e,  his  talents  and  power  as  an  En«^lish 
speakei-,  and  his  intense  spirituality,  nuifle  a  deep  ini])res- 
sion,  both  on  his  l)rethren  of  the  Mission  and  the  natives, 
and  there  was  sincere  lamentation. 

One  of   the   last   acts   of    Mr.   I>umby  had   been   to   re- 
arrange the  stations.     Stune  alterations  from  the  list  made 
in  Lcmdon  were  necessary  fi-om  later  information  received, 
and  the  f<)llowing  w(»re  eventually  determined  upon  :    - 
Ilokianga      (Manguni^'u,      Ntnvark, 
Horuru,    etc.)  :     J.    H.     Uumby,  .J. 
Hobbs,      W.     Woon,     (J.     Smales  ; 
Waima  :  J.   WarrtMi  ;    Wairou    and 
Ivaipara  :     J.     lUiller  ;      Waingaroa 
and   Waipa    West  :    ^.     Wallis,    T. 
Buddie:    Aotea :    H.     H.    Turton  : 
Kawhia  and    Mokau  :  J.  Wiiiteley, 
U.    Buttle  ;  Taranaki    and    Ka])iti  : 
C.   Creed  :     Cloudy    liay  and    Port 
Nicholson  :  S.  Ironside,   .1.  A  hired  ; 
Waikouaiti     (Middle     Island)  :     .1. 
Watkin. 

Bereft  as  the  Mission  now  was 
of  its  Chairman,  from  whose  gifts 
and  graces  they  had  hojx'd  so  much, 
the  brethren  did  not  allow  them- 
selves to  yield  to  discouragenKMit. 
^fr.  Hobbs,  as  Senior  Missionary, 
became  acting  -  chairman.  Steps 
were  taken  to  oeeuj)y  the  new 
stations  as  soon  as  possible.  While 
the  "Triton  *  was  still  in  Kawhia, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buddh*  l«'ft  for  Wain 
garoa.  Having  sp<*nt  a  few  months 
there,  they  j)roceede(l  to  their 
destination  at  Waij)a.  A  site  was 
fixed  uixm,    which    was  (hu'nud   in 

every  way  suitable,  and  prej)arations  were  made  for 
building  a  house.  But  the  i)lace  was  sacred  a  ini/ii- 
tapic — and  W(»rowero,  a  chi(^f,  vehemently  opposed  its 
occupation.  Word  was  sent  to  Mr.  Whiteley,  who  in 
May,  1841,  visited  the  place.  The  objection  was  sus- 
tained, and  the  site  abandcmed.  Pr(>s<'ntly  Te  Koj)ua  was 
chosen  instead,  and  deeds  and  docum(»nts  for  the  land 
signed.  A  raupo  house  was  built,  goods  carried  over  the 
mountains  from  Waingania,  and  housekeeinng  commenced. 
A  church  was  also  erected,  and  wcnk  begun  in  earnest. 
While  Mr.  Waterhouse  was  at  Kawhia  a  chief  frcm  Aotea 
came  to  request  a  Missionary.  Mr.  Waterhouse  says: 
"T  never  witnessed  such  pressing  importunity.  J  reasoncHl 
on  my  inability  to  meet  his  case  :  but  he  met  me,  on  every 
turn,  in  a  m<)st  acute  manner,  sticking  to  his  text  better 
than  many  preachers."  His  perseverance  had  its  reward, 
for  Mr.  Turton  was  sent  th{»re,  and  it  was  expected  he 
would  have  access  to  a  thousand  natives.  As  Aotea  was 
alx)Ut  midway  between  the  stations  of  Messrs.  Wallis  and 
Wliiteley,  it  was  thought  he  could,  in  case  of  need,  have 
counsel  from  both.      One  of  the  Jiappy  and  striking  results 
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of  the   Gospel   in   Kawhia,    Waikato,  and    Waingai-oa  wah 
that,  under  the  influence  of  the  chiefs,   Win.   Naylor,  ami 
Paul  Muriwhenu,  it  wjis  determined  to  lil)erat4j  tlie  slaves 
originally    brought   from    Taranaki.        There    were  suiue 
hundreds    of   them,    and  the  task    of    le<uliDg    this   new 
exodus,  and  reinstating  them  in  their  homes,  devolved  on 
Mr.     Ironside.       He    was  also   instructed   to   select  sites 
for    stations    in    the?  Taranaki    and    Wanganui   districtn. 
With    him    went   Messrs.    Buttle  and   Aldred,    that  they 
might  become  familiar    with    the  country  and   inured  U* 
travelling.    Mr.  Iionside  describes  the  emotion  which  these 
whilom  captives  manifest4*d  when,  having  left  Mokau,  they 
sighted    Mount   Egmcmt  once    more.     They  wei*e  greatly 
excited,  and  shouted  for  joy.     The  chief  Paul  had  accom- 
panied them.     At  Ngamotu,  Tara^mki,  the  n»sidents  were 
terriH(»d  at   their  appearance.     They   left  thcMr   f<K)d   and 
fishing,  anrl  hurried  back  t(>  their  caves  in  the  rocks.     For 
sune  time  they  could  not  bi  induced 
to   parley,    fearing    the    Waikatos, 
with    wliom    they    had    a    tjuarrel. 
V^ventually  the  freed   captives  were 
NNclcomed    with  great  effusion,  and 
at    Waitapu    Stream    the     Mission 
Station,   aft(*rwanls  known    as   the 
(Jrey    Institution,  was  purclnised,  a 
hundred     acres     being     Ui/nted    for 
th(^    purpose.      At    Oeo   the    party 
came   near   death.      FirewiM»d    hml 
been     unwittingly    taken    fi^om    a 
sacred  place.    Vengeance  wa.s  vowed, 
and  the  chief  lashe<l  himself  into  a 
fearful  rag(».     They   w(M*e  pi*obably 
saved  by  a  native  teacher  who  was 
with  them.     He  made  a  very  telling 
specuh.     ''  He,  their  son,  had  come 
back   to    them,    and    brought  theni 
tluei'  ministers   to    teach    them  the 
(Jospel,  and  this  was  to  be  the  end 
of  it.     Well,  if   they  saw   fit,  they 
might    kill   his    white  friends;   bjt 
tlu'V    should    kill    him,    their   son, 
lirst."     At    last  he  suggestwl   they 
should   make  a  peace-offering,    and 
give    a    shirt    or  two,   sonie  figs  of 
tobacco,     etc.,     as    an     atonement. 
Tleason  or  cupidity  prevailed,    and    the   old  savag(»  was  a|)- 
jn'ased.      At  WaiiiLCoiiLjoio,  afterwards  known  as   Taranaki 
South  Station,  a  choice*  spot  was  s(»lected.    *' It  was  a  broad, 
grassy  j)en insula  of  four  or  live  acres,  formed  by  a  bend  in 
the  river."     Here  Mr.  Skevington  began  his  work  among  the 
Ngatiiuanui,   anrl   some   hundreds   were  converted.      Here 
were   left  a  c(msidera})le   lunnber  of  the   released  captives, 
and   it    was   an    aih*cting   circumstance   that  wlien  a  gieat 
Kawhia    chief  -     Hauj)okia  —  determined    to    become   a 
Christian,  he  came  thither  to  be  baptised  among   his  own 
tamarUci  (children)     ttu*  people  whom  he  had   fr(»ed  and 
sent    home.     He    was   baptised   as    K(»bert   Newton.     By 
Patea,    Whenuakura,  and   Waitotara   the  long  journey  to 
Whanganui   was  accomplished.     Th(»re   they  JFound  a  few 
Methodists,   and  wei'e   hosjiitably  entertained.      Hundrt^Kis 
of  miles  wer(»  travelled  on  this  and  the  return  journey.     It 
wa.s  in  winter,  and  not  comfortable,  but  it  was  fruitful  in 
good  results. 

Shortly  after  Mr.  Tnmside's  return  to  Kawhia,  a  small 
craft  called  "  The  Hannah  "  was  chartered,  in  order  that 
the  project  of  starting  two  Mission  Stations   in  Cook 'a 
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Straits  niiglit  bo  carried  out.  The  in  tending  ptissengers 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ironside,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buddie  and 
their  infant  child.  It  was  then  proposed  to  locate 
Mr.  Buddie  at  Porirua.  The  vessel  was  not  seaworthy — 
the  cable  a  rotten  piece  of  rope,  the  boat  useless.  It  was  a 
regular  death-trap.  But  it  was  Hobson's  choice,  and  the 
party  embarked.  As  they  left  the  harbour  the  tide  was 
found  to  be  running  out,  anci  the  vessel  refused  to  answer 
her  helm.  She  wjis  thrown  upon  the  rocks,  the  breakers 
dashed  over  her,  and  Mr.  Buddie  saved  his  child  from 
drowning  by  holding  lior  up  in  his  arms  when  the  seas 
came.  Mr.  Whiteley  had  seen  tin*  Jiocident,  sent  natives 
to  their  assistance,  and  by  their  exertions  the  \voul<l-b(; 
voyagers  were  resented.  The  hid  at  tlie  helm  a*  the  tim(> 
was  thoroughly  frightened.  It  led  to  his  conversion,  and 
Thonuis  Skinner  was  in  after  y(sirs  a  valued  Catechist  of 
the  Mission.  Porirua  was  loft  f«)r  a  time,  and  Mr.  Buddie 
went  to  Waipa,  as  already  related.  After  two  months 
more  of  waiting,  the  time  being  spent  in  evangelistic 
toui-s,  the  brig  "  Magnet''  was  engagcMl  t(»  call  at  Cloudy 
Bay,  on  her  way  to  Wellington.  Again  there  was  risk  in 
crossing  the  bar,  but  it  was  safely  navigated,  and  after  a 
week's  sailing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ironside  vvri-e  landed  in  Port 
Underwood  on  December  :20th,  IS  10.  and.  their  uontU  i)eing 
piled  on  the  beach,  the  vessel  left.  Or  all  the  Maoiis  the 
Ngatitoas,  then  resident  in  that  neiglibouihoed.  a]t|)eaied  to 
need  the  Gospel  most.  The  })laee  was  a  whaling  station. 
Men  of  all  nations  wore  gatheivd  tliens  and  some 
at  least  were  the  soum  of  all  nations.  It  easts  a 
lurid  light  on  the  state*  of  innnoralily  which  }»re\ail<'d 
to  read  that  native  women  were  hired  foi*  the  fishinij 
season  for  half  a  keg  iti  tobaceo  or  luin,  while  the 
chiefs,  taking  the  proceeds,  spent  the  time  in  drunken- 
ness and  idleness.  The  language  was  vile  in  the  exticnie, 
though  a  few  wished  for  better  things.  The  first  dwelling  of 
the  Missionary  and  his  wife  was  a  nati\('  cook  house,  that 
luul  neither  chimney  nor  door.  Mr.  In»nside  <ninnieneed 
his  ministry  on  Christmas  Day  by  marryinir  ii\  <•  t  laders 
to  native  women.  His  residence  e\entually  was  al  a  [>lace 
called  Ngakuta,  in  the  imi"r  harhoui-,  and  aft'-rwards 
named  by  Captain  Buck  ''  Pisgah  \'ale.'"  Tic  station  was 
"a  small  triangular  block  of  l."')()  acics  of  level  land, 
chiefly  wooded,  gradually  rising  up  into  the  hills  that 
surrounded  it  on  the  north-oast  and  west.       A  little  to  the 


left  of  the  church  site  there  was  a  saddle  on  a  barren  liill 
of  400  to  500  feet  high,  at  the  foot  of  which,  on  the  other 
side,  was  a  cove  stretching  in  from  Queen  Charlottes 
Sound."  There  a  circuit,  comprising  some  twenty  to 
thirty  whaling  stations  and  native  villages,  was  sam 
formed,  and  worked  with  great  energy.  Mr.  Aldred  Iwl 
landed  in  Port  Nicholson  on  December  23rd.  The  aspect  of 
things  there  was  not  very  promising,  for  he  found  one  of 
the  chi(»fs  keeping  a  grog-shop.  He  opened  his  com- 
mission by  preaching  twice  to  the  natives  (m  Christmas 
Day,  and  soon  extended  the  work  to  other  localities. 
He  took  possession  of  the  raupo  Mission-house  the  follow- 
ing May.  In  March,  1841,  Mr.  Buttle  began  work  at 
Mokau.  The  natives  there  were  frequent  visitors  at 
Kawhia,  so  had  become  partially  acquainted  with  the 
Gospel.  They  gave  him  a  hearty  welcome.  Before  this  a 
start  had  also  Ijeen  madt*  in  Otago.  ^Fr.  John  Jones,  a 
trader,  who  had  a  whaling  and  cattle  station  at  Waikouaiti, 
and  was  intei-estod  in  the  Church  and  the  natives,  offered 
to  give  a  huixlred  acres  of  land  and  build  a  house  if  a 
MisNionaiy  w(Me  sent.  On  Mr.  Bund)v's  visit  to  Sydney, 
he  found  H(»v.  James  Watkin  had  recently  come  thither 
after  eleven  years'  work  in  the  Friendly  Tslands.  It  was 
agreed  that  he  should  proceed  to  this  new  station,  and 
coming  down  in  one  of  Mr.  Jones'  vessel ><,  lie  arrived  in 
dune,  1S40.  H(»  was  thus  the  first  minister  in  Otago,  and 
ind(H'd  the  first  in  any  part  of  the  Mi<ldle  Island.  A  gotKl 
start  was  made,  and  pi-esently  a  circuit  which  stretched 
from  tho  Molynoux  to  Mooraki  was  regularly  travelled. 

So  by  tho  end  of  IS41  fifteen  stations  v^ere  fairly 
connnonced,  and  the  Missionaries  in  charge  were  deter- 
mined, by  (iods  hoi]),  to  claim  the  Maoris  for  Christ. 
Only  fourteen  years  had  olai)sed  since  the  ^Fission  was 
reconnneiiced,  yet  the  intense  opfjosition  shown  at  the 
outset  had  boon  overcome.  Kverywhen?  a  desire  for 
instruction  had  been  awak<'ned.  The  outward  profession 
of  C'lnistianity  was  becoming  connnon.  Several  thousands 
listened  to  the  ])r<'achiiig  of  the  (Jospol.  These  were 
sullicient  reasons  for  gratitude  to  God.  It  now  b(»came 
necessaiy,  not  only  to  oontinuo  their  evangelistic  agencies, 
but  t<»  so  jK'rtect  the  methods  employed  that  tho  convcrtJJ 
should  b«*  ostahlished  in  the  faith,  .and  exhibit  in  their 
li\(vs  the  1'efinini.r  and  ennobling;  influence  of  Christianity. 
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ClIAPTKR    VI. 

-ExtenBive  pedcMtrinn  jounieyH— Tramp  from  Kaipara  to  Wollin«ton— Taupo  in  the  thirtieK— Dtwolationn  of  War— Wanpanui— Wellington  Coast  trllieH— General 
Bnpenntendent  Lawry — Hin  irapreKsionH  of  Auckland— Metuorabli'  Native  Meeting  at  Ueniuera— Its  Objects— NuraberH  attending— GonRpieuouH  f\};ureii — New 
MlMdnn  departures— Maori  work  amnnd  Auckland— ChriKtian  experience  in  unique  f«»rniK— Disaster  in  Kaipnra — RevR.  G.  Htannard  and  H.  H.  Lawry  bejrfn  work 
— Circulation  of  8cripture8— A  striking  scene  and  a  noble  response- A  Pareinat*— The  Chathams— Maoris  and  Morioris  there— Idolatries  and  degradation — 
Pehiakura  Station  and  it«  proRresH— Arrival  of  liev.  W.  Kirk— Ulnnemutu  Ktation— Shipwreck- Isolation— Advance — A  notable  convert— DiftlcultieH  threatened 
— Organisation  of  Native  converts. 


]  wide  extension  of  the  ^fission  aliejuly  related, 
.nd  the  numerous  centres  occupied,  prevent  our 
ollowing  its  progress  in  detail  from  this  date.  All 
m  be  attempted  is  to  give  specinu'us  of  the 
9ne,  and  to  produce  proofs  of  what  was  accorn- 
thereby.  While  the  members  of  the  Missionary 
icluding  the  more  recent  arrivals,  were  now  settled 
•  respected  stations,  they  did  not  conHne  tlieir 
to  a  limited  ai-ea.  Eac!i  one  had,  indeed,  within  a 
es  of  his  own  residence,  a  ficl<l  open  to  till,  whicli 
irell  have  occupied  all  his  time.  To  meet  the  con- 
thirst  for  knowledge  which  had  been  arouse:!,  lo 
1086  who  had  made  a  j)rofession  of  Ciiristianity  in 
;ues  and  graces  which  that  jnofession  implied,  were 
i  tasks.  But  while  these  duties  were  not  neglected, 
ought  of  those?  who  still  "sat  in  (laikness  and  the 
of  death."  They  knew  that  hi'yond  their  i)i-earhing- 
»  were  those  u])on 
"the  true  light" 
t  shone,  and  to  the 
of  their  power,  they 
)ured  to  caiiv  the 
to  them  also.  M < ne 
le  natives  then,  as 
'ere  great  wander- 
isits  of  ceremony, 
n  occasions  of  death 
tribe,  or  to  rejoice 
em  over  some  special 

were  frecjuently 
I  distantsettlemcMits. 
seen  that  in  these 
ijgs  there  wjis  an 
inity  for  influencing 
riuml>ers  for  gocnl. 
long  journeys  were 
undertiiken,  some- 
iih  the  express  object 
gelising  the  heathen, 
re  with  the  further  purpose  of  caring  for  their  own 

Invariably  on  these  expeditions,    the  ^Missionary, 

band  of  native  attendants  and  helpers,  held   morn- 

l  evening  prayer  at  their  encampment.     When  they 

at  a  native  village,  which  they  did  whenever  pos- 

iiey  conducted   public  worship.     If  the  people  had 

received  the  Gospel,  they  expounded  to  them  its 

truths.  If  they  were  Christians  alrejuly,  they 
to  build  them  up  in  the  faith.  Questionings  cm  all 
3f  subjects,  and  specially  on  IMblical  incidents  and 
igs,  followed.  Not  infretjuently  many  hours  of  the 
vere  spent  in  answeiing  these  querieis.  After  a  long 
ravel,  such  work  was  fatiguing  to  a  degree.  But  the 
naries  were  mostly  in  the  prime  of  manlux^d.  They 
ntensely  interested  in  their  work,  and  delighted  to 
that  was  in  their  power.  In  this  way  too,  they 
J  acquainted   with   the    daily    life   of  the  people. 
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Sleeping  on  a  bed  of  fern,  wrapped  in  a  blanket  which  he 
cairied,  depending  on  the  hospitality  of  the  natives,  and 
eating  the  food  which  they  prepared,  the  Missionary  gained 
an  influence  over  them,  and  an  access  to  their  minds  and 
hearts,  which  could  not  have  been  secured  otherwise. 
They  learned  also  to  know  the  country  better.  A  full  and 
well-written  nari-ative  of  a  journey  of  this  kind  is  preserved 
in  the  journal  of  the  Rev.  J.  Buller,  and  was  duly  reported 
by  him  to  the  fjondon  Committee.  It  may  be  taken  sis  an 
example  of  many  others,  and  gives  interesting  glimpses  of 
the  interior  of  the  North  Island  as  it  was  sixty  years  ago. 

Mi-  Buller  was  then  at  Kaipai-a.  By  the  District  Meet- 
in'4  of  lS:5i)  he  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  Port  Nicholson, 
for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  arrangements  initiated 
by  Messrs  Bumby  and  Hobbs,  in  connection  with  the 
formation  of  a  station  there.  This  involved  a  pedestrian 
expedition  of  alxjut  five  hundred  miles.     Roads  there  were 

none.  The  rivers  were  un- 
briflged.  Native  tracks 
thriaigh  the  forest  weie 
often  overgi'own.  The  old 
susj)ici(ms  between  the 
tribes  had  not  yet  died  out. 
It  wjis  known,  however, 
that  all  through  the  interior 
there  was  a  strong  desire 
for  Christian  teaching. 
The  advent  of  the  white 
Missionary  was  eagerly 
looked  forward  to,  and  even 
a  casual  visit  hailed  with 
delight.  The  going  and 
r(»lurning  occupied  about 
three  months.  Mr.  Buller 
says  very  truly: — "Those 
who  are  accustomed  to 
traverse  only  the  even 
and  well -defined  roads  of 
our  native  ccmntiy  can  form 
a  very  inadecpiate  idea  of  the  privatitm  and  toil  which  su<di 
an  expedition  involves.  Imagine  one  trembling  on  pre- 
cipices, clind)ing  mountains,  traversing  wilds,  plunging 
through  bogs,  wading  rivers,  p(Mietrating  dense  impervious 
forests,  now  dienched  in  rain,  then  burning  in  the  sun, 
going  sometimes  for  days  without  meeting  a  single  indi- 
vidual, and  you  have  some  conception  of  it."  There  were 
cliffs  lo  be  scaled  by  flax  ladders,  long  and  tcMlious  detours 
to  be  made  to  heml  the  swamps,  and  weary  tramps  along 
the  sea  coast.  Some  yeai-s  after  an  eminent  minister  from 
Australia  went  over  much  of  the  same  ground,  procee<ling 
from  Auckland  to  Wellington.  His  summary  of  it  was 
terse  and  forceful.  "  To  take  such  a  journey  once  was  a 
sin  of  ignorance,  and  might  be  forgiven.  To  attempt  it  a 
second  time  was  a  sin  of  presumption,  for  which  there  is  no 
forgiveness."  Mr  Buller,  however,  found  much  to  \wtft:^«^\» 
him  in  noting  t\\^  Ocvwc^j^Wc  <i1  >i>cv^  ^Q^\te^  \xi&^^\ss^x 


(From  a  i)uljlic:ition  of  tlic  Wrsloyan  Mission 
House,  Londou.) 
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adnnrin^  the  spleiuliti  sceiieiy  wlikli  at  vaiious  |x>iiit.s  wjis 
presented,  and  in  gaining  a  clearer  insight  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  natives,  and  tlie  strange  legends  which  they 
cherished.  Gohig  South  from  Mangungu  with  Messrs 
Whiteley  and  Wallis,  on  their  return,  he  spent  some  da\s 
at  their  stations,  lie  found  that  tlie  people  luul  indetd 
**  renounced  the  hidden  things  of  darkness,"  and  in  every 
village  had  erected  a  sanctuary  for  the  I  Ami  of  Hosts. 
From  the  time  of  l(»a\ing  Ka>\hia  he  never  slej)t  in  a  bed 
until  he  returned  to  Kaip.ira.  H(f  proceeded  thence  hy 
an  inland  route  to  Wanganui,  which  was  said  to  he  th(» 
nearest  road  to  Wellington,  l^eaving  the  cojistal  district 
he  says:--'*  For  .several  days  I  travelled  over  a  tract  of 
land  of  the  richest  descrip- 
tion, and  which,  for  fertility 
and  beauty,  can  scarc<'ly  br 
su rf >ass» »d .  I Ui t  as  we  ( ire vv 
nearer  t(>  Taupothe  country 
assumed  an(»ther  asprcr  ; 
for  th(>  most  part  it  was 
barren  an<i  desolati'." 
Taupo  is  drscribcd  as  "a 
magnificent  lake,  coxeiiuLf 
a  surface  of  at  least  two 
liun<lre(]  miles.  It  is  evi- 
dently theelFect  of  a  violent 
volcanic  eruj>tion  at  some 
remote  peri<Ml.  Its  neigli- 
bourhiKwl  abounds  with  hot 
springs  and  boiling  pools, 
andthestu])en(Ious  \(»lcani«- 
mountain  --  Tongariro-  -is 
still  in  action,  sending  forth 
its  smoky  volumes.  The 
country  is  very  mountain- 
ous. Adjacent  to  Tongariro 
is  the  snowy  mountain 
]lua[)ehuorraretataitonga, 
whose  creste<l  summit, 
rising  into  the  clouds,  is 
discernible  from  the  sea  on 
either  coast."  The  fre- 
(juent  shocks  of  earth- 
quakes the  resident  na  . 
tives  regarded  as  the  har- 
bingers of  fruitful  seasons. 
They  had  their  own  ex- 
planations of  their  sur- 
nnindings.  Tongariro  they 
supposed  to  be  the  place  on 
which  Maui's  hook  fastened 
when  he  fished  up  the  is- 
land. Their  account  of  the 
internal  fires  and  sul{)hur- 
ous  springs  was  ecjually  ingenious.  A  num,  or  demi-gt)d, 
called  Ngatoroirangi,  with  liis  two  sisters,  Taungawa  and 
Haungawa,  came  from  the  North  to  fix  their  abode  in  this 
neighbourho<Kl.  In  ascending  liuapehu  Ngatoroirangi 
found  his  feet  affected  by  tlui  snow.  His  sisters  lit  some 
brimstone  on  Tongariro  to  warm  them,  and  having  done 
this  they  departed  ;  but  the  brimstone  has  continued  to 
burn  ever  since.  The  position  of  the  three  great  mountain 
})eaks  of  the  North  Island  was  explained  thus: — Taianaki 
or  Mount  Egmont,  was  at  one*  time  situated  by  the  side 
of  Tongariro.  They  (juarrelled  about  another  mountain, 
called    Kc>pihanga,    lying   between    them.      In    the   figlit 


IIkai»  ok  Tatto<»kh  Chikf. 


Taranaki  was  defeated,  and,  either  in  dudgeon  or  fear, 
retired  to  liis  present  location.  On  leaving  the  lake 
district  the  road  "lay  partly  along  the  fm^t  of  the  snow- 
chid  mountain,  but  chieHy  through  an  extensive  and 
un(»ven  forest,  whase  close  umbrageous  foHjige  rendered 
it  almost  imi)enetrable,  even  t^  the  solar  rays.'*  This 
extended  to  the  Wanganui  river,  on  which  the  travellers 
embarktKJ,  and,  reaching  the  settlement  at  its  m<»ullK 
ft»oted  it  along  the  sea-coast  from  thence  to  Wellington. 

I  hiring  the  journey  <K*ulardemonsti*ation  was  aflPorthHlof 
the  ravages  of  war  and  the  desolation  pn^huMHl  thereby. 
The  TauiM»  district  had  formerly  been  occupie<l  by  a  numer- 
ous   and    powerful     tribe;     but    no   monument    of  them 

remained  exce[»t  their  for- 
tificati<ins.  In  answer  to 
''  the  question  ** Where  are 
the  j)eopl(»  who  lived  here 
formerly.'*  the  answer  in- 
\  ariably  was  "  They  have 
been  kilh'd  an<l  eaten,  or 
<lii\ (*n  away  and  ensjaveii." 
Tlu»  entire  population!  of 
th<»  Lake  Distiict  at  this 
time  was  said  not  to  ex- 
eeed  live  hundred.  After 
leaving  the  shores  of  I^ke 
Hot<»rua.  the  visitors  trav- 
elled nearly  live  days  with- 
out meeting  a  sin<^le  intli- 
\  idual,  (»r  s<  t'ing  !  he  vestige 
of  a  dwelling. 

Very  giatifying  was  the 
exidenee  furni^hrd  of  the 
way  in  which  the  Oosjiel 
ha<l  bcMMi  exten(le<I.  Na- 
tive eonv(Mts  ha<l  found 
their  way  into  the  nu>sl 
remote  ])laees  and  to  the 
smallest  settlements,  and  a 
desire  after  (»od  had  l>e<»n 
awakened.  .Mr.  Huller  met 
one  morning  a  party  of 
about  forty  persons  from 
the  intei'ior,  mostly  chiefs. 
These  were  on  their  way  to 
the  .Mission  Stations  on  the 
enast  to  obtain  books  .ind 
instruction.  At  another 
time,  when  their  foini  sup- 
plies were  running  out,  his 
party  turned  aside  to  go 
to  a  small  village*  which 
they  were  told  vvji.s  half 
a    day's     journey    distant. 


(From  Mis.vion  House  Public  ation). 


The  country  through  which  they  pissed  was  very  deso- 
late, nor  was  there  any  sign  of  a  human  abode  until 
they  weie  close  upon  the  settlement.  It  lay  at  the 
foot  of  a  lofty  and  wooded  mountain  called  Titiraupa- 
ngi.  The  site  was  originally  selected  as  a  place  of  refuge 
from  the  ravages  of  war.  There  were  only  about  twenty 
I>ersons  residing  there.  Yet  in  this  sequestered  spot,  as 
the  travelling  party  approached  on  the  Sunday  afternoon, 
they  heard  the  sonorous  responses  of  this  isolaterl  band  of 
\il lagers,  and  found  they  were  woi*shipping  the  CmhI  of 
heaven  and  earth.  They  showed  themselves  exceedingly 
hospitable,    and   conducted   the  Missionary  to  two  other 
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,  also  ill  the  forest,  that  there  also  he  ini«^ht  declare 
?  words  of  this  life/'  At  anotlier  village,  Mr.  Duller 
le  was  the  fii-st  white  man  whom  the  people  h^wl 
A  chief  there  whose  wife  was  ill,  who  had  also  lately 

son,  and  lacerated  his  own  IkmIv  in  token  of  his 
ame  fruward  to  say  he  had  hecn  deceived  })y  the 
irit  of  h(»athcnisnK  and  was  now  resolved  to  server 
IJhrist.      He   he«;ge<l    with   great   (earnestness    for  a 

Incidents  such   as   these   cheere<l    the  heart,    and 
the  toilsomeness  <)f  the  way  to  he  forgotten. 
le  heach  settlrnu»nts  on  the  way  to  Wellington   the 
ion  was  found  to  l)t»  exceedingly  nunienms,  and  th(» 

l>etween  Wanganui 
aikanae  wjts  estinia- 
)e  at  lejist  thn»e  thou- 
All  manifested  the 
esire  for  hooks,  and 
S-ssed  to  have  adopted 
mity.  In  quilt*  a  nurn- 
villages  c-hajM'ls  had 
ected,   and  there  tln» 

met  regularly  for 
t.  He  was  recc'ive<l 
Messenger  from  CJod, 
ge<l  to  remain  a\vhil<\ 
|-s  of  the  ])eo[)l('  c<uild 
ell,    ami     many     had 

t^>  write.      V<'t,  until 

Hobhs  an<l  lUnnhy 
them  souu*  nine 
previously,  they  had 
seen  a  Missionary. 
ritual  (juickcMiing  was 
n  the  zt*al  of  their 
untrymen.  Some  of 
iul  in  other  [)arts  ot' 
ealand  lived  in  the 
urh(MMl  of  Mission 
*,  and  took  a  j)urpose 

to  tell  their  relatives 
\  news.  Others  had 
aves,  and  on  their 
>n  returned  home 
5  with  them  th(»  (ios- 
Ims  by  a  feehle,  and, 
y  .speaking,  undirec- 
iicy,  had  a  thirst  for 
Ige  and  religion  been 
?d.  In  the  immediate 
•ourhood  of  Port 
on,  the  ^[aoris  weie 
o  be  few  in  number, 
'11-disposed  towards 
,nity.  Emigrant.s, 
the  auspices  of  the 
•aland  Land  Company,  were  already  arriving,  and 

of  the  first  vessels,  the  "  Aurora,"  Mr.  13uller 
d  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  of  the  newcomers, 
npany  claimed  the  whole  of  the  land  around  the 
' ;  but  hacJ  resolved  that  one-tenth  of  it  should 
rved  for  the  natives.  The  visitor  rightly  judged 
was  a  critical  time  both  for  Maoris  and  Europeans, 
%t  a  resident  Missionary  should  be  sent  at  once, 
the  Mission  land,  he  found  himself  unable  to 
ch.  The  people  of  Te  Aro  pah  had  not  signed 
d  under  which  the  Company  claimed  it.     It  had 
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been  sold  by  others,  who  agrceil  to  distribute  the 
payment  to  the  n»al  owner.s,  and  there  was  ground  for 
supposing  that  some  of  them  had  received  a  portion  of 
this.  They  had  built  a  house,  and  wished  Mr.  Buller  to 
remain  as  their  Missionary.  It  had  been  his  intention  to 
go  back  by  way  of  Taranaki,  and  visit  the  natives  ther(»  ; 
but  fearing  that  on  account  of  liis  long  absc^nce  he  would 
miss  the  "Triton"  in  llokianga,  he  sailed  for  the  I>ay  of 
Islands  in  the  scluxmer  **  Atlas."  At  Paihia  he  met  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  Captain  Hobs()n,  and  after  his  hmg 
tour  reached  his  solitary  station  at  Kaipara  in  safety. 
Such  journeyings  and   such    experiences  were  common 

in  those  days.  Mr  Wallis 
also  visited  Port  Nicholson, 
and  as  h(^  pieached  at  many 
villages,  both  going  and  re- 
turning, his  journey  occu- 
pied nine  w(»eks.  Mr  White- 
ley  also  travell(»d  over  the 
same  ground,  and  went  over 
to  Nelson  by  May  of  Tara- 
naki. Three  years  later,  on 
one  of  his  ordinal y  rounds 
to  Tauiu),  Mr  Huddle  fouinl, 
at  a  place*  called  Te  Tapuae, 
an  old  fortification  of  the 
Ngatiraukawa,  and  was  told 
that  being  frei|uently  be- 
sieged, they  had  left  the 
])lace  and  gone  to  live  at 
Kai)iti.  He  says  of  the 
place  that  it  was  very  rock}', 
and  the  gully  on  the  oppo- 
site side  was  so  steep  tis  to 
recjuire  ropes  to  help  in 
elimbin«j:.  On  a  wild  and 
desolate  plain  called  Kain- 
garoa  he  travelled  for  two 
(lays  without  passing  a  single 
village.  IJefore  the  natives 
took  him  aci'oss  Lake  Taupo 
in  their  cano(»s,  he  noted  that 
tiiey  watehe<l  i\w  elouds  on 
the  mountain  -  tops,  and 
studied  the  leaves  of  the 
trees  for  indications  of  wind 
or  calm.  This  pah  had  l)een 
situated  on  the  top  of  some 
lofty  rocks,  inaccessible  from 
above;  but  since  Christianity 
came,  they  had  chosen  an- 
other residence.  While  all 
the  natives  receiv(»d  him 
kindly,  he  found  they  wovi* 
by  no  means  disposed  to 
receive  the  doctrines  and  i)recepts  of  Christianity  without 
questiiming.  Te  Iwikau  being  exhorted  to  embrace  the 
Christian  religion  said,  *'  he  would  sit  and  <lo  nothing.'*  An- 
other chief  called  Eureu  professed  to  have  become  a  Roman 
Catholic  ;  but  his  religion  wa;;-  scaicely  even  skin-deep,  for 
he  made  a  great  speech  to  two  of  Air.  Buddie's  natives 
from  Waingaroa  on  his  (juarrcl  with  the  Taranakis.  He 
said  they  had  killed  his  friends,  and  he  would  have  satis- 
faction. On  Mr.  Buddie  urging  him  to  put  awjiy  revenge- 
ful feelings,  and  reminding  him  of  the  Day  of  Judgment, 
he  coolly  remarked  that  he  was  a  ^od  l\\v»afc\i.    ^<^  \«^ 


(From  Mission  House  Publication). 
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often  been  up  to  lieaven,  and  at  his  wahi  tajm  (or  sacred 
place)  his  god  would  show  himself.  He  could  raise  the 
wind  at  his  pleasure,  and  the  lain  would  cease  at  his 
bidding.  On  being  pressed  he  honestly  confessed  that  he 
could  not  bear  the  strain  of  Christianity.  He  would  have 
to  give  up  all  his  wives  but  one ;  but  if  by  becoming  a 
Christian  he  could  live  in  this  world  for  ever,  he  was 
prepared  to  do  so.  At  the  same  time  this  potentate,  who 
claimed  kinship  with  the  gods,  and  possessed  sujiernatural 
powers,  was  so  superstitious,  that  if  he  cut  his  finger  in 
any  plantation,  it  immediately  became  tapu.  No  tVK)d 
could  be  eaten  from  it,  as  they  would  otherwise  eat  his 
blood.  Thus  the  Missionaries  learned  thepowor  of  ancient 
superstitions  and  ingrained  habits  of  thougiit.  These 
travels  also  made  them  well  ac(}uainted  with  the  country, 
and  being  coincidc^nt  with  the  arrival  of  Europeans, 
revealed  to  them  th(»  necessity  of 
providing  religious  services  for 
them  also. 

During    the    a<ln)inislration   of  .^^ 

Messrs.  Waterliouse  and  JUnnby, 
the  meetings  of  the  ^Vniuial  Di^-  ^ 

trict    Synod   of  the   Mission    had 
been  held  sectionally.     The    Mis- 
sionaiies    resident    in    the     noitli 
still     assembled     at     ManL'ungu, 
while    Kawhia  became  the   head- 
quarters of  the  southern  portion. 
This    arrangement    was    ad<»pt(Hl 
from   motives   of  economy  and 
prudence.     Travelling  was  both 
costly    an<l     tedious.        Se^eral 
weeks  were  occupied  if  a   man 
came   even    from    Taranaki    to 
Hokianga.      The  trips  of  coa.st- 
ing  vessels  were  exceedingly  un- 
certain.    As   an  illustration   of 
this  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
when  Mr.    lUiller  went  to  Kai- 
para,  certain  stores  and   books   of 
ins   lay    at     Mangungu    for     two 
years    before    they    could    be    foi- 
warded.      To  go  by  land  was  not 
onl}^    tedious    and     toilsome,    but 
dangerous.     The  rivers  w(»re  nu- 
merous,   some    were    treacherous, 
and     bridges    unknown.     It    was 
concluded,  therefore,  that  it  wouhl 
be  tempting  Providence  to  reijuire 
every    man    to    visit    Mangungu 
yearly.     Even   at  Kawhia,   those  "'■^-  ^'-  '^^'^^^'^. 

who  were  stationed  at  Port  Nicholson,  Cloud}* 
Bay,  and  Waikouaiti  were  often  unable  to  be  present. 
The  sectional  meetings  saved  time  and  lessened  cost ; 
but  in  other  respects  they  were  not  a  success.  The 
district  was  still  one,  and  neither  north  nor  south 
could  act  without  the  concurrence  of  the  other  portion. 
Minutes  of  each  mt^eting  were  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  other  ;  but  communication  by  letter  was  uncertain 
and  unsatisfactory.  Sometimes  the  members  of  the 
southern  meeting  differed  from  those  of  the  north  as  to 
the  policy  to  be  pursued,  and  vice  r^ersa.  Exchanges  of 
men  were  requisite ;  but  as  neither  of  the  acting-chairmen, 
Messrs.  Whiteley  and  Hobbs,  could  act  independently  of 
the  other,  there  was  unnecessary  delay.  The  result  was 
that  from  both  sections  strong  representations  were  made 


to  the  Home  authorities,  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  a 
(ieneral  Superintendent  again  being  appointed,  in  whom  a 
considerable  amount  of  authority  should  be  vested,  and 
who  would  have  power  to  decide  on  questions  which 
needed  to  be  promptly  dealt  with. 

Meantime,  the  capital  of  the  Colony,  which   for  a  tim<» 
was  at  Kororarika,  had  been  removed  to  Auckland,  where 
the  site  for  a  city  had  been  surveyed,  sections  sold,  and 
Europeans  were  settled.    Even  befoie  this  the  importance  of 
that  j)lace  as  a  ccmtre  of  missionary  operations   had  been 
recognised.     With  a  considerable  native  population  in  the 
vicinity,  with  a  portage  of  only  a  ft^w  hundred  yards  over 
which  canoes  could  be  dragged,  and  thus  the  eastern  and 
western  waters  ccmnected,  it  was  deemed  essential  that  a 
Missionary    should    reside    then*.       Immediately    on    the 
arrival  of  the  first  colonists,  Mr.  P>uller   visitetl  the 
place  fnun  Kaipara,  organised  the 
European  church,  and  for  a  time  it 
formed   a  part  of  his  circuit.     At 
the   Mangungu    District    Meeting 
in    December,    IS  11,   it   was  form- 
ally   reconnncnded    as   a   Station, 
on    the   following    grounds  : — (1) 
So  many  natives  ct)ntinually  visi- 
ted the  town  ;    {'!)  the  large  num- 
ber   of    European    residents  ;    (3) 
subscriptions    had     aht\idy     been 
promised    towards  the  cn'ection  of 
a  church;  and   (1)  a    Missionary 
living    there    could    now    more 
easily     act    as    agent     for    his 
brethren,    <»btain  and    send   on 
their   correspondence,    supplies, 
etc.,  than  one  resident  in  Hoki- 
anga. 

Th(*  rcipiest  for  a  Ceneral 
Suj)eiiiiteiident  Nvas  favouiably 
received  in  England,  and  the 
Kev.  Walter  Lawry  was  ap- 
pointeil  to  that  responsible  and 
imi>ojtaMt  otlice.  A  Cornishman 
by  biith,  and  con  vert  e<l  in  early 
bfe,  ^li".  Lawry  became  a  local 
preacher  at  an  early  age,  Jind, 
a  ft  CI-  a  course  of  study  at  Ply 
mouth,  ent(»red  the  ministry.  In 
1  s  I  7,  being  then  twenty  -  fcnir 
vcars  of  age,  he  was  sent  to  New 
South  Wales  as  chaplain  of  a  con- 
vict vessel,  and  with  the  intention 
tliat  he  should  .issist  the  Rev.  S. 
Leigh  in  ministerial  work  in  that  wide  and  growing 
colonv.  On  the  voyage  he  labounMl  with  such  zeal  and  wis- 
dom that  .seventeeli  of  the  convicts  professtnl  conversion, 
and  he  rejoic(>d  as  one  who  had  found  great  spoil.  Four 
years  were  spent  by  him  in  Sydney  and  its  neighbourhood. 
Possessed  of  a  strong  constitution,  good  mental  powers,  a 
sound  judgment,  and  a  man  of  deep  spirituality,  his  work 
made  a  deep  impression.  Old  chapels  were  enlarged  and 
new  ones  built.  While  there  Mr  Lawry  married  the 
daughter  of  a  Mr  Hassall  of  Parramatta,  who  had  been 
one  of  the  pioneer  party  sent  out  in  1797  by  the  Lrmdon 
Missi<mary  Society,  in  the  ship  *' Duff,"  to  Tahiti.  The 
Missionary  fire  burned  warmly  in  the  hearts  of  the  young 
couple,  and  in  1822  they  went  down  to  commence  the 
Wesleyan  Mission  in  the  Friendly  Islands,  calling  at  New 
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Zealand  en  rotUe,  Tlie  anticipated  opening  there  did  not 
at  tmce  present  itself.  The  people  were  still  cannibals, 
and  only  the  fear  that  dev(»uring  the  Mission  party  would 
pre<'lude  the  stores  being  landed  prevented  an  attack 
being  nuule  upon  them.  After  a  year  spent  there  letters 
fn»ni  the  Mission  office  in  Fjondon  required  him  to  return 
to  Syilney  ;  and  shortly  after  his  arrival  there  ho  was 
deputed  by  the  i*esident  ministers  of  the  Colony  to  proceed 
to  England,  in  order  to  explain  the  position  and  prospects 
of  Metluxlism  in  New  South  Wales  and  the  South  Seas 
generally.  Having  discharged  this  duty  satisfactorih'  he 
was  appointed  to  an  English  Circuit  ;  and  for  nineteen 
years,  in  the  counties  of 
Devon    and    Cornwall,   and 

subsequently  in  Dudley  and  

Birmingham,  he  laboured 
with  diligence  and  success. 
The  Missionary  Committ(»e 
now  requested  him  to  return 
to  the  Southein  world,  and 
take  up  his  residenci^  at 
Auckland.  He  knew  from 
his  early  experience  what 
strain  of  labour  it  would 
involve,  and  how  heavy  the 
resp<insibilitie.s  were  He 
was  aware  that  Mr.  Wator- 
houso  had  broken  down 
under  the  pressure  of  work. 
He  declined,  therefore,  to 
accept  the  heavy  eharLC" 
laid  ujMin  him  ;  but  was  ulti- 
timately  aj)pointe(l  Superin- 
tendent (»f  i\\v  New  Zealand 
Mission,  and  visitor  of  the 
Missions  in  the  Friendly 
and  Fiji  Islands  groups, 
which  by  this  time  w(Me  of 
considerable  extent.  Mr. 
I^awry  landed  in  Auekland 
on  March  17th,  1S44.  Over 
fifty  years  of  age,  dignified 
in  manner,  with  a  mature 
judgment  and  wide  experi- 
ence, quick  t^)  discern  oppor- 
tunities, and  prompt  in 
taking  advantage  of  th(»m, 
he  was  the  very  man  that 
at  this  stage  the  Mission 
nee<led.  He  had  a  good 
presence,  an  excellent  voice, 
and  considerable  expository 
gifts.  All  these  were  turned 
to  account  in  fost(?ririg  the 
English  congregation  in 
Auckland.  The  little  church 

had  been  already  built.  Pending  Mr.  Lawry's  arrival  the 
Rev.  G.  Buttle  had  been  plac<»d  in  charge,  and  had  won  the 
esttKxm  of  the  community.  The  Superintendent's  first  congre 
gation,  however,  wius  not  an  inspiring  one,  so  far  as  numbers 
were  concerned,  as  it  consisted  of  fourteen  persons  only. 
This  was  in  part  explained  by  th<»  fact  that  his  arrival 
wjis  not  generally  known,  and  still  more  because  on  that 
day  St.  Patiick's  Roman  Catholic  Church  was  opened. 
Mr.  Buttle  had  selected  for  his  ecclesiastical  chief  a  house 
which  still  stands  not  far  from   the  Supreme  Court.     The 
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neighbourhood  was  then  known  as  Official  Bay,  and  the 
place  may  to-day  be  recognised  by  a  magnificent  Norfolk 
pine  growing  near.  This  pine  was  brought  by  the 
Superintendent  from  Sydney  in  a  flower  pot,  and  planted 
shortly  after  his  arrival.  The  house  became  the  property 
of  the  Mission.  For  many  years  it  was  a  scene  of  great 
activity.  Missionaries  were  often  coming  and  going. 
Books  and  goods  there,  and  at  the  stone  store  near  the 
beach,  were  unpacked  and  sent  out  to  the  solitary  stations. 
From  these  stations  letters  of  surprising  interest  were 
received.  With  a  good  knowledge  of  Metlnxlist  law  and 
usage,  Mr.  Lawry  presided  in  the  District  Meetings,  and 

directed  operations.      Visits 
were  paid  to  the  South  Seas, 

j^nd  the  work  there  as  well 

as  in  New  Zealand  carefully 
inspected.  Wise  councils 
were  given,  and  as  a  true 
"  F'ather  in  God"  Mr.  Lawry 
for  several  years  efficiently 
discharged  the  duties  of  his 
Bishopric,  laying  wide  and 
deep  the  foundations  on 
which  his  successors  ha^e 
built.  On  account  of  ad- 
vancing years  Mr.  Lawry 
became  a  supernumerary  in 
IS').^),  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Parramatta, 
N.S.W.,  where  four  years 
later  h<»  was  called  to  his 
reward.  A  son  and  grand- 
son still  perpetuate  his 
name,  and  carry  on  his  work 
in  the  New  Zealand  Church. 
The  Auckland  of  fifty- 
four  years  sinc(\  and  the 
noble  city  which  to-day 
adorns  the  shores  of  the 
Waitemata,  differ  very 
greatly  indeed.  The*  town 
as  such  did  not  make  a  par- 
ticularly i)le{Lsing  impression 
on  the  Superintendent. 
He  admired  the  beauty  and 
safety  of  its  land-locked  har- 
bour, and  says:  **Tho 
scenery  from  the  town  is 
rendered  beautiful,  not 
merely  by  the  relief  of  water 
and  sliipping,  but  also  from 
the  islands  and  volcanic 
pyramids  which  everywhere* 
meet  the  eye."  But  of  the 
town  itself  h(» observes:  *'The 
ground  is  very  uneven,  and 
the  streets  therefore  hilly,  in  some  ca.ses  nMuinding  me  of 
Portland  and  Bristol.  The  laying  out  is  very  fanciful,  and 
just  as  far  from  the  dictat(»s  of  connnon  sense  as  could  be 
devis(»d.  .  .  The  whole  of  Auckland  and  its  suburbs 
affords  you  not  tlie  sight  of  a  tre(»,  exc(»pt  the  young  ones 
lately  planted.  This  gives  an  appalling  baldness  to  the 
place  at  first  ;  but  the  defect  will  be  (juickly  remedied,  as 
the  mimosa  grows  up  in  two  years  as  high  as  the  house,  and 
almost  every  tree  yet  introduced  thrives  well."  F^ven  the 
physical   features   of  the  ^laeQ   ^\\d  SX's*  ^>\\\v\ww^\wv^  -s^t^ 


(Frojii  a  publiration  of  tlu'  Wesleyaii  .Mi.*»si()iiary 
S(»ciety,  Englainl.) 
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hardly  realisable  to-day.  Point  Britomart  frowned  down 
on  the  harbour.  A  large  swanip  stretched  from  Maunga- 
kiekie  (One  Tree  Hill)  on  one  side,  to  Rerauera  and 
Tikopuka  (Mounts  Hobson  and  St.  John)  on  the  other. 
The  isthmus  had  been  originally  occupied  by  a  fierce  and 
very  powerful  tribe  of  Maoris,  known  as  the  Waiohua. 
Ijarge  parts  of  the  ground  were  covered  with  scoria. 
Extensive  swamps  stretched  long  arms  in  every  direction. 
The  paths  \vere  few,  narrow,  and  intricate,  and  by  guard- 
ing the  Tamaki  river  and  the  Whau  portage,  their  position 
prior  to  the  introduction  of  firearms,  was  almost  impreg- 
nable. That  there  was  at  one  time  a  dense  population  there, 
the  remains  of  fortifications  on  all  the  volcanic  hills  testify; 


sights  of  the  northern  city,  and  gave  the  people  a  supply 
of  fruit  and  vegetables  most  grateful  in  that  climate. 

About  six  weeks  after  Mr.  Lawry's  arrival  a  j;creat 
native  gathering  took  place  at  Remuera,  near  Auckland, 
the  like  of  which  was  never  seen  in  New  Zealand  before  or 
since.  The  ostensible  i-eason  of  the  assemblage  was  to 
receive  and  divide  the  money  coming  to  them  from  the 
sale  of  Auckland  city  site  and  its  neighbourhood.  The 
sum  of  £25,000  had  been  received  on  this  account  and  was 
then  distributed.  A  further  intention  was  to  demonstrate 
as  far  as  possible  the  unity  of  the  Maori  people.  The  lead- 
ing chiefs  wished  also  to  meet  Captain  Fitzroy,  the  newly- 
appointed  Governor,  and  to  discuss  with  him  the  means  to 
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but  a  few  decades  pi(»viously  the  Ngapuhis  of  the  North 
and  the  Waikatos  from  thf*  South  had  practically  exter- 
minated the  original  owners.  Thus  at  tht*  time  th(»  site  of 
Auckland  city  was  purchased,  the  native  villages  were  few  in 
number,  and  the  inhabitants  by  no  means  numerous.  The 
settlement  of  an  English  population  was  now  beginning  to 
attract  them  thith(»r  again.  Th<\y  became  eager  traders, 
and  Mr.  Lawry  remark«Hl  :  *'  They  crowd  to  market  with 
their  provisions,  such  as  pigs,  fowls,  potatoes,  melons, 
peaches,  onions,  and  abundance  of  fine  fish."  Then  and 
for  twenty  years  after,  the  coming  of  a  fleet  of  can(»es 
thus  laden  with  the  fruits  of  the  earth,   was  one  of  the 


be  taken  for  restricting  the  sale  of  Maori  lands.  All  these 
causes  together  produced  intense  excitement  among  the 
nativrs.  They  came  fiom  far  and  near,  from  Hokianga 
and  the  Bay  of  Islands  in  the  north,  to  Waikato,  Thames, 
and  Kawhia,  in  the  south.  Seventeen  tril>es  were  repre- 
sented. Th(»  number  of  persons  from  Waikato  alone  is 
sfiid  to  have  been  three*  thousand,  and  probably  the  others 
aggregated  nearly  as  many  more.  There  were  renownenl 
warriois  of  the  olden  times,  and  ancient  dames  of  high 
degree.  There  were  young  chiefs  already  putting  on  the 
veneer  of  civilisation,  and  there  were  attractive  maidens. 
Some  wore  European  clothing,  some  had  gay  scarves,  while 
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lad  only  a  mat  or  blanket.  Nothing  of  a  public 
an  be  done  by  Maoris  witliout  a  feast.  The 
ktions  made  for  this  were  on  .a  colossal  scale.  Then^ 
leilj^e  or  wall  of  potatoes,  in  native  flax  bjiskt»ts,  five 
gh,   and   three   feet   thick.     This   ext(Mid(Ml   ovi'r  a 

•  of  a  mih\  In  it  there  were  twt^nty  tliousand 
J,  i*epre.sentin^  at  least  a  hundred  tons.     Oa  poU\s 

exactly  over  them  was  that  honnc  houchc  of  th(^ 
gourmand — (hied  shark — and  there  were  twenty 
id  of  tlies(»  also.  A  lonj;  shed  was  covere<l  with 
ts,  also  intend«»d  as  <;ifts,  tin*  Waikatos  alon(» 
iing  a  thousjuid  for  distribution.  The  <<ivers  of  the 
ere  the  Waikattis,  represented  by  their  <ijreat  chiefs, 
erowhero,  Wetere,  and  Patini.  The  (Joveriior  and 
leading  officials  visited  tlie  encampnierit,  whicli  was 
margin  of  the  ;:reat  swamp  beforc-miMitioned,  and 
received  with  the  heartiest  deiuonslratioiis  of 
le.  Speechniakinj<  was  indul«^'ed  in,  partition  of 
ons  took   j>hu'e,   and   important   consultations    wtM-e 

I  the  Episcopalian  and  Wesleyan  Missionaries  had 
lanied    their   people   on  this  visit 

capital.  It  was  th«^  first  time 
xf  these  tribes  had  met  as  friends. 
i88ionarie.s  knew  that  their  teni])ers 
itill  short,  and  their  passions  in- 
ible.  An  incautious  word,  a  coNcrl 
even  an  offensive  Lresture,  mii^dit  be 
a8  a  cause  of  offVnce,  and  once 
was  shed,  the  conse(]U(  ncs  would 
«trous.  They  knew  tliat  even  their 
36    would    b<*    a    restraint.       Each 

too,    held    mornini;    and    evenini;  W  9 

p  with  th<*  jK'ople  from  his  own 
I.  On  the  Sunday  there  w.is  a  ron- 
laccession  of  services,  in  which  the 
Christians  eai^'erly  took  part,  while 
who  were  still  Ixvithen  were  in- 
d  spectators.  This  meetinir  afforded 
ew  8uperintend«'nt  an  excellent 
unity  of  becoming  ac(juainted 
his  flock,  and  of  their  cominic 
ow  him.  The  impression  was 
lly  favourable.  On  tlu^  Sunday 
X>n  the  Maoris  crowded  the 
-. erectwl  Eurojiean   chureh.       Mr. 

reafl  the  service,  Mr.  Whitelcy  gave  a?i  energetic 
s,  and  then  the  Ijord's  Supper  was  a»lministenMi. 
Awry  says :  **  T  never  attended  any  Missionary 
ig  half  so  telling  .  .  .  Such  sava«;es,  so  tamed  ;  such 
and  haughty  warriors,  so  humble  at  the  Master's 
the  sight  made  its  own  app(»al  without  the  ai<l  or 
touch  of  platfru-m  eloquence .   .   .  They  showed  most 

that  they  both  knew  and  felt  what  they  were  about. 
1  ailult  and  infant  baptisms  also  took  place.      Tt  wius 

•  the  most  happy  and  interesting  demonstrations  of 
wer  of  the  Oosi>el  and  unipiestionable  success  of  the 
naries   that   I   had   ever   witnessed.     Many  besides 

saw  the  grace  of  God,  and  were  ghid."  Tlie  Maoris 
ir  part  were  grat(»ful  to  the  English  Arethodists  for 
g  tlieni  a  father,  and  specially  gratified  that  he  was 
of  years  and  expcM-ience.  In  one  of  the  chiefs, 
Putini  (Jabez  JJunting),  Mr.  l^iiwry  wjis  j>articularlv 
U;d.  He  is  descril>ed  iis  being  about  35  years  of 
f  agreeable  features,  not  tat  tooted,  and  generally 
1  in  European  clothes.     As  evidence  of  his  advance 
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in  civilisation,  it  is  said  that  he  and  his  wife  ride  to  the 
meeting  on  horseback.  He  told  Mr.  Lawry  that  th(»ugh 
he  did  not  know  his  sins  were  forgiven,  he  had  prayed  to 
God  for  over  twenty  years.  At  his  kainga  at  Pehiakura 
he  had  built  a  chapel,  and  loO  of  liis  people  luwl  also  been 
baptisetl.  They  had  long  been  desirous  of  having  a 
resident  Missionary  :  but  as  one  could  not  ho  spared,  the 
chi(»f  conducted  th«»  servicers  himself.  Mr.  Lawry  relates 
with  evident  gustt)  the  manner  in  which  Jabez  showed  his 
h)yalty  to  his  own  church.  lVish(»p  Selwyn  was  now  in  the 
c(mntry,  and  jiressing  his  high  church  views  wherever 
possible,  lie  thtnight  s<»  influential  a  chief  should  be  an 
i^upiscopalian,  and  offered  to  send  a  minister  ;  but  Bunting 
replied  ''  No,  I  will  adh«'re  to  my  own  p(»ople  ;  T  have 
waited  along  time  for  a  missionary,  and  shall  wait  till  I 
get  one."  *'  Let  me  tluMi  baptise  you,"  was  the  next 
reciuest,  although  his  previous  baj)tism  was  known.  "How 
many  times  was  .Jesus  Christ  baptised,  <mce  <»r  more  than 
once.'  *  asked  the  chief.  *'()nly  (met*,"  was  the  answer. 
*•  Then  once  will  <lo  for  me,"  he  remarked,  **  as  I  wish  to 
imitate  His  example  as  closely  as  possible." 

Advantage  was  taken  of  the  presence 
of  so  many  Wesleyan  Missionaries  being 
I>resent  to  hold  a  special  busin(\ss  meeting. 
•  .  ^l any  important  <iuestions  were  discussed, 

and  far-reaching  decisitms  arrived  at. 
Mr.  Lawry  had  thus  an  opportunity  of 
sfcing  what  manner  of  men  his  brother 
ministers  were,  and  it  (»nabled  them  to 
understand  the  capabilitv  and  firnniess  of 
their  ehief  Pastor.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Mission  any  labour  recpiired  at  the 
Stations  was  pa.id  for  iii  goods.  Coin  was 
almost  unknown.  Il^ven  had  it  been  in 
eii-eulation,  the  Mauris  would  not  have 
known  its  value.  Shawls,  blank(»ts, 
elothinjLT.  axes,  garden  imj)l(Mnents,  these 
they  appnciated.  So  a  system  of  barter 
urew  up.  Sticks  of  tobacco  were  a 
favourite  medium,  and  i?i  an  old  minute 
the  cxrcssivc  indulgencM'  ot'  the  natives 
therein  is  deplored,  and  a  resolution 
sojt'nnily  passed  t«i  try  and  induce  them 
to  take  soaj)  instead.  [»at  all  these 
articles  were  bulky.  They  necessitated  a 
store  being  kept  at  each  station,  and  a 
complieated  svstem  of  book-ke<*ping.  The  drawing  of  bills 
of  exchaniTf'  on  London,  and  the  negotiation  (»f  thes(»  was 
costlv.  For  some  years  tin*  Missionaries  had  b(»en  of 
opinion  that  this  should  be  altered,  and  instead  of  their 
«^o(k1s  being  sent  from  England.  th(^  allowances  should  be 
paid  in  cash,  and  they  should  purchase  from  traders  or 
merchants  in  the  Colony  what  they  rcMjuired.  This 
connnon-sense  alteration  was  agreed  to.  It  was  found  to 
be  economical  also,  for  whereas  previmisly  in  one  year  the 
t')tal  exj)ense  of  th(»  ^Fission  had  run  uj)  to  .£S000,  it  was 
now  reduced  to  two-thirds,  while  tht^  agents  were  better 
satisfied.  Plans  were  also  adopted  for  obtaining  systematic 
contributions  from  the  European  congregations  growing 
up,  and  for  training  the  natives  to  give  to  the  support  of 
tlu^  Missionari(;s.  Another  prc\ssing  necessity  now  faced 
was  the  opening  of  an  institution  for  training  native  teachers 
and  pastors.  By  this  time  schools  were  establislied  in 
most  of  the  villages,  and  in  some  cases  there  was  a  central 
school  at  the  head  station,  where  the  more  promising 
scholars  were  innnediately  under  the  MisKk\uvvv^''#s  ^Vs5^x^^^ 
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but  owing  to  the  lack  of  parental  restraint,  and  lack  of 
perseverance,  their  progress  was  not  entirely  satisfactory. 
It  was  felt  strongly  that  if  the  race  was  to  be  preserved 
and  civilised,  as  well  as  christianised,  school  work  must  l)e 
systematised,  and  that  those  who  were  to  train  others  must 
be  taken  away  from  their  kaingas,  subjected  more 
thoroughly  to  European  influences,  and  have  a  fuller 
coui-se  of  stud}'.  It  was  agreed  that  steps  should  be  taken 
to  erect  such  an  institution,  and  application  to  the 
Government  for  assistance  was  authorised.  The  Mission- 
aries' families  were  growing  up.  New  Zealand  then 
had  no  schools  w^here  they  could  be  educated.  Their 
brother  Missionaries  in  the  Islands  were  in  {\w  .same 
predicament.  Even  in  Australia  the  ditliculty  was  keenly 
felt.  On  the  initiation  of  the  Su[>e!inten(lent  it  was 
resolved  to  establish  a  propiietary  school,  whcM-e  their  sons 
and  daughters  could  be  trained,  and  have  due  religious 
oversight.  It  was  thought  such  a  school  in  Now  Zcaljind 
would  be  an  excellent  thing  for  the  licalth  of  children 
from  the  tropics,  and  those  coming  from 
the  hotter  climates  of  Australia.  The 
idea  was  heartily  taken  up,  and  worked 
out  to  a  successful  issue.  Of  these  two 
latter  projects,  resulting  in  the  erection 
of  the  Three  Kings  Native  Training  In 
stitution,  and  Wesley  College,  Tpper 
Queen  Street,  Auckland,  more  anon. 
The  spiritual  needs  of  the  Maoris  in  and 
around  Auckland,  the  im}K)rtance  of 
watching  over  the  native  visitors,  and 
the  nec€\«sity  of  clerical  and  othei-  as- 
.si.stiince  for  the  Suj)erintendent  were 
also  considered.  It  was  determined  that 
Mr.  Buddie  should  come  to  Aucklan<l 
as  Mr.  Lawry's  assistant,  and  Mr.  lUittle 
should  take  charge  of  the  Waij)a  Station. 
A  Native  hostelry  ha<l  been  provided  hy 
the  Government  in  Mc^chanics  Ray.  On 
the  hill  just  above,  on  a  site  g:ante«l  by 
Government,  a  native  chapel  was  erected 
the  following  year.  For  many  vears 
afterwards  it  had  a  steady  attendance 
of  Maoris,  and  on  special  occasions  there 
was  an  overflowing  congregation.  This 
chapel,  a  weatherboard  building,  was 
burned  about  four  years  since.  Visits 
were  regularly  made  to  all  th(^  nativ(>  kaingas  ncnr,  and  sei 
vices  conducted.  Some  of  the  local  jnraclM'rs  as  well  as 
ministers  were  Maori  speakers,  and  took  j)art  in  the 
ministrations.  So  late  as  18G1-G2  the  Akarana  (Auckland) 
Native  plan  shows  how  diligently  this  work  was  jirosecuted. 
There  were  then  two  Maori  services  daily  in  Auckland 
itself,  two  also  at  Tiri  Kingi,  besides  Sunday  schof>l,  one 
at  Takapuna,  Waikowhai,  WaitakercM,  Ihumatao  and 
Papahinu  respectively.  S(»rvices  were  also  held  at  regular 
intervals  at  Mangere,  Pehiakura,  Putumahoe,  and 
Maungatawhiri.  The  preachers  in  this  extensive  circuit 
are  duly  numl>ered,  1  Patara  (Buddie),  '2  Tamati,  3 
llopiha,  4  Hohepa  Otene,  5  Anatipa,  G  Hare  lieweti,  7 
Hone  Piho,  8  Patoromo,  9  Hone  Keti,  10  Honi  (of 
Waitakerei),  11  Pita  (of  Pehiakura),  12  Hone  ]{opiha,  13 
Te  Waiti.  The  (|uarterly  collection  and  the  Sacraments 
duly  announced  on  the  **Plan"  show  that  this  Maori 
circuit  was  properly  organised,  aiid  that  the  natives  were 
trained  to  know  and  observe  the  regulations  of  the  church. 
Visiting  Hokianga  in  July,  Mr.  Lawry  gained  his  first 
experience  in  hvsh  tr^veUin^  in  New  Zealand.     It  was  the 
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depth  of  winter,  and  as  the  sub-tropical  rains  of  the  north 
fell  in  abundance  he  found  it  far  from  pleasant.  At 
Mangungu  the  sectional  District  Meeting  of  the  North  was 
held — and  business  must  have  been  very  pressing,  for  thev 
sat  twelve  hours  daily.  The  timber  on  the  river  was 
depressed,  and  the  Natives  were  in  poverty.  But  their 
attendance  at  and  interest  in  religious  serWees,  and  their 
scrupulous  observance  of  the  Ijord's  Day,  was  very  gratify- 
ing. An  early  morning  prater-meeting  was  attended  by  a 
hundred  persons.  At  the  public  .service  the  Superintend- 
ent preached  to  a  crowded  congregation,  Mr.  Hobbs  inter- 
ju-eting.  The  picturesqueness  of  the  attire  impressed  it.wlf 
upon  one  who  w^us  fresh  from  England.  One  was  deeply 
tat  toed,  and  clothed  with  dogskins  of  many  colours  :  the 
second  was  wrapped  round  with  a  blanket,  "and  the  third 
with  a  c^  unterpane.  These  may  be  taken,  not  as  an 
inventory,  but  as  a  fair  specimen.  After  the  service  a 
meeting  was  held  for  the  recital  of  religious  experience, 
and  for  an  hour  and  a  half  it  flowed  from  the  lips  of  men 
and  women  in  an  unbroken  stream.     The 

following  ai'c  examples  reported   by  Mr. 

I      iUiller  at  the  time  : — 

J'atfionc  (Edward  Marsh) — *'  This  is  my 
thought.  I  am  from  the  seat  of  wicked- 
n(vss.  When  I  heard  of  the  Gospel,  I 
thought  to  myself  I  would  recline  upon 
it.  (Jod  hath  made  the  w^orld,  the  trees, 
the  irrass.  He  has  given  me  His  Wonl ; 
1  will  s(M  k  to  be  saved  by  it.  This  is 
all  r  have  to  say.'' 

rijuut'  T(>ro  "  I  did  not  formerly 
know  that  T  was  a  sinner.  I  worshipped 
l(ni<4  before  I  felt  a  full  sense  of  my  sins; 
hut  the?i  I  felt  great  pain  in  my  heart, 
and  sought  mercy  of  God.  I  found  great 
conifoit  from  the  words  of  Christ  to 
r«'t('r,  '  I  have  [»rayed  for  thee.'  It  is  my 
nesire  not  to  trust  to  my  own  right-eous- 
ncss,  hut  to  the  righteousness  of  Christ." 
MiU'}/  Ann  Wunu  (Woi^n)  —  "The 
Spirit  of  (to<1  showed  me  all  the  sins  of 
my  heait,  and  my  lu^art  became  dark  and 
jiained.  J  thought  all  things  here  were 
jierishini;.  and  1  cannot  live  by  them,  but 
th(»  Word  of  God  (Midures  for  ever.  This 
was  my  thought  when  I  he^ixl  the  Woid 
of  God  :  therefore*  I  gave  my  sins  to  Christ,  and  consented 
to  Him  :  and  if  1  he  obedient  unto  Him  till  death, I  shall  live." 
]\nd  J/(((<uii/l  "  My  thoughts  are  little  to-day,  bt^cause 
r  have  sinned  in  those  things  that  are  past  against  my 
Heavenly  Father.  But  I  have  again  entered  into  covenant 
with  God.  My  thoughts  now  recur  to  my  relatives  who 
have  di«»d  in  th(»  faith.  They  were  not  left  to  die  in  tlieir 
-lins,  hut  they  dejwirted  in  the  faith  of  the  Gospel,  and  I 
desiie  to  follow  them." 

The  Scriptural  form  in  which  these  experiences  were 
expressed,  and  the  evident  earnestness  of  the  speakers 
made  a  dec^p  impn^ssion.  In  the  afternoon  there  was  a 
congregation  of  about  eighty  Europeans.  In  the  evening 
the  missionaries  who  had  completed  their  probation  were 
ordaincMl.  There  was  again  a  crowded  congregation,  and 
the  s(»rvice  ch)sed  with  the  Sacrament  of  the  I»rd's  Supper. 
No  wonder  that  Mr.  Lawry,  contrasting  this  with  the 
glimi)S(»  which  he  harl  of  Maoriland  twentj-two  j'ears 
l)efor(»,  should  say,  "Thank  (^od  for  the  moral  triumphs 
which  I  have  witnessed  over  some  hundreds  of  these 
cannibal  warriors." 
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Three  weeks  later,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Buddie,  he 
kttended  the  District  Meeting  at  Kawhia.  They  travelled 
n  eaiKies  along  the  Taraaki,  crossed  the  Manukau  Har- 
K>ur,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  Waiuku  portage,  went 
ip  the  Waikato,  occupying  eight  days  in  reaching  the 
^opua  Station.  Seven  Natives  travelled  with  them  as 
»noe-men  and  burden-bearers  ;  and  it  casts  a  lurid  light 
ipon  the  previous  condition  of  the  people  to  learn  that 
»ch  of  them  was  an  orphan.  Two  of  them  said  their  fathei's 
lad  been  eaten  in  Waikato.  Two  others  had  been  slaves, 
laviDg  been  taken  prisonei-s  of  war.  Now,  all  seven  read 
he  Scriptures,  were  men  of  prayer,  and  ready  to  testify, 
jven  in  the  presence  of  their  former  foes,  to  the  power  of 
he  Gospel.  At  Kopua  they  founrl  a  large  church,  one 
lundred  and  sixty  persons  were  enrolled  as  memlxTs,  and 
heir  close  study  of  the  Scriptures  was  noted.  At  Kawhia 
in  the  Sunday  tht*  larg(^  weather-board  church  was  lillod 
vith  earnest  worshippers.  These  also  related  how  they 
lad  turned  from  dumb  idols  and  horrible  superstitions  to 
lerve  the  living  God.  At  Mr.  Lawry's  r(M|U(»st,  their 
itterances  were  n»ported  by  the  resident  missionary  as 
ollows  : — 


Ihaka  (Isaac) — "  From  the  field  of  blood,  and  sin,  and 
death  T  came.  The  fight  came,  and  I  was  taken  captive, 
and  brought  into  lx)ndage  ;  but  the  Gospel  came,  and  I 
lived.  You  all  know  where  I  am  from  (Taranaki) ;  but  I 
am  now  happy,  looking  unto  Jesus,  the  author  and  finisher 
of  our  faith.     In  this  I  rejoice  !     In  this  I  rejoice  ! " 

Nathanael — "  In  my  former  days  I  saw  dancing,  and 
heard  native  singing,  obscene  songs,  and  much  inicjuity.  I 
approved  of  it  all,  and  learnt  it  all,  and  delighted  in  it 
all,  till  by  and  by  the  preachei-s  of  the  Gospel  came.  I 
listened,  and  heard  my  practices  condemned.  I  heai*d 
'  that  the  end  of  these  things  is  death  '  ;  but  still  I  held 
them  fast.  Then  the  B(x>k  was  laid  before  me  ;  I  learned 
t^)  read  it,  and  I  found  this  word  there  also,  and  I  found 
there  would  be  no  end  to  the  pain  of  this  death.  I  saw 
also  the  words,  *  Depart,  ye  cursed,  unto  everlasting  fire.' 
T  thought  '  This  will  b(»  my  lot.'  \  cried  and  prayed,  and 
was  dark  indeed.  I  cried  and  cried  to  God.  I  thought 
on  Christ,  the  payment  for  my  sins  ;  and  then  there  came 
a  light  heart  unto  me,  and  then  T  wjus  happy.  That  is  the 
rtMison  why  I  am  happy  now.  It  is  not  food  merely  that 
has  kept  me  aliv(?  till  now.     I  should  have  been  dead  long 


The  Rev.  John  Watkrhoisk  SrrKRiNTKXJUNc;  thk  L 
Taranaki,  January  14th,  1841.—  (From  a  i)ictnre  in 
in  the  Wesley  an  MisHionary  Notices,  January,  184^,  w 

No.  1.  The  Rev.  John  Waterhonse  convorsinp  with  a  Chief 
about  the  grreat  work  of  evangelising  their  country. 

2.  An  old  Chief  who  has  thrown  on  the  ground  his  weapons 
of  war,  in  order  to  convince  the  Missionary  of  his  willingness 
to  embrace  the  peaceful  doctrines  of  the  Gospel. 

3.  Mrs.  Creed.  "  As  soon  as  Mrs.  Cree»d  approached  the  sh<^re 
in  the  boat,  the  native  females  began  to  cry  out,  E  mat  a  !  K 
mata  !  (O  mother  I  O  mother!)  and  s<»ven  females  immediately 
ran  into  the  sea  up  to  their  shoulders,  caught  her  up  in  their 
arms,  and  carried  her  on  shore,  where  she  was  welcomed  by  all 
in  the  moet  expressive  manner." 

4.  Seven  native  females  in  a  tnins|K)rt  of  joy,  anxiously 
carrying  Mrs.  Creed,  with  the  greatest  care,  to  the  shore. 

5.  Rey.  Charles  Creed  directing  the  landing  of  his  goods  by 
the  natives. 

6.  The  missionary  ship  "  Triton." 

7.  New  Zealand  boat,  crew,  and  Chief. 


ANDFNt;    OF    THK    U  FV.    ChARLKS    CrKKU    ANF)    HFS    WfFE,    AT 

oils  by  Mr.    Haxtor,  a  woodcur  of   wliicli  appearH  as  above 
ith  outline  key  as  under.) 

8.  Wives  and  eliildreri  of  the  native  chiefs  overjoyed  with  the 
first  site  of  .Mrs.  Creed,  the  first  European  female  landed  at 
Taranaki. 

9.  Natives  carrying  the  New  Zealand  8]^ear. 

10.  Natives  anxiously  watching  the  niovejuents  of  the  mis- 
sionaries and  the  ship  '*  Triton." 

11.  Native  chic^fs  conversing. 

12.  Female  and  child. 

13.  Native  females  watching  with  delight  and  curiosity  the 
first  white  woman  whom  they  had  vvor  seen. 

14.  A  native,  with  his  wife  and  child,  conversing  about  the 
missionaries'  visit. 

15.  Mount  Edgt^comlK). 

16.  Fern-trees  of  Taranaki. 

17.  The  sky,  representing  the  b(>antiful  tints  natural  in  thQ 
South  Seas  after  sunset. 
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ago  but  for  this.     This  I  rejoice  in,  and  you  all  know  that 
this  is  my  life." 

Jabez  impressively  declared  :  "  Sin  is  not  of  to-day,  nor 
yesterday  ;  it  is  of  old  growth,  and  cannot  be  destroyed  by  us 
It  is  deep-ixK)ted,  and  cannot  be  torn  up.     But  let  us  pray 


Rev.  Walter  Lawry,  Gknkral  Si  i'Ki;inti M'I  n t. 

to  God.  I  pray  for  its  destruction  ;  but  it  is  not  (Ir.id  yet. 
*The  natural  man  recciveth  not  the  things  of  tin*  Spirit  of 
GikI  ;  they  are  foolishness  unto  him  ;  neither  e;in  lie  kn(>w 
them,  because  they  are  spiritually  diseerned.'  That  is  all." 
I/nne  Kketone,  who  afterwards  became  ;i  native  minister, 
said  :  *'  I  will  not  talk  the  tiiou^htsof  others  :  hut  will  tell 
ycm  my  own.  When  the  (Josju^l  came  1  was  in  th(^  house 
of  bondage.  I  listened,  and  heard  that  the  new  reli^non 
was  a  good  thing.  I  received  tliis  as  truth,  consented  to 
Christianity,  and  began  to  worship.  Then  I  thought, 
*Thi8  is  life  and  salvation.'  But  no.  T  went  to  the  class 
meeting  and  thought  *This  will  save  mo.'  But,  no.  Then 
T  sought  for  baptism,  and  thouirht  that  would  save  me  : 
but  no,  though  1  thought  I  should  now  be  deliv(»red  from 
sin,  and  be  happy.  T  hoped  now  all  was  right ;  but  found 
I  was  still  wrong.  I  went  away  to  Hokianga  {i.e.^  to  seek 
instruction),  and  came  back  ;  but  was  still  ignorant.  Then 
I  saw  by  the  Book,  and  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
that  a  man  is  not  to  be  saved  by  outward  ceremonies  ;  but 
by  heart  work.  Great  has  been  my  wickedness.  My  sins 
would  fill  this  chapel  quite  full  ;  and  if  there  were  many 
large  ships  in  the  harbour,  they  would  all  be  filled  and 
sunk  by  the  numr)er  and  weight  of  my  sins ;  but  I 
believe  God  can  pardon,  and  wash  them  all  away  ;  and 
though  He  has  not  done  so  yet,  T  believe  He  will  do  so 
very  soon.     Finished  is  my  talk." 


It  is  obvious  that  those  who  had  passed  through 
experiences  of  this  kind  had  learned  the  diffei-ence  between 
a  mere  profession  of  Christianity  and  personal  enjoyment 
of  its  blessings. 

The  ecclesiastical  business  again  had  close  atUmtion. 
For  a  whole  week  the  time  was  occupied  with  this,  except 
the  brief  intervals  for  sleep  and  meals.  One  at  least  of 
the  ministers  had  travelled  eight  hundred  miles  to  l)e 
present.  When  they  thus  met  their  greetings  were  of  the 
heartiest.  They  had  much  to  tell,  and  the  Superintendent 
says,  "  Their  spirit  was  excellent "  in  discussing  the 
complicated  questions  which  came  before  them.  A  small 
church  was  opened  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  harbour, 
when  Mr.  Lawry  preached  to  the  English  residents,  and  a 
collection  of  £10  was  received  for  the  mission.  Pleasani 
visits  were  paid  to  Aotea,  where  hundreds  of  natives  shook 
hands  with  the  Superintendent,  while  some  in  their  glad- 
ness sobbtHl  aloud  ;  and  to  Waingaroa,  where  a  beginning 
had  Ix^en  nuide  in  road  constructi(>n  and  bridge  building. 
From  the  last  named  place,  a  son  of  the  chief,  William 
Nay  lor,  wa,s  secured  as  a  student  for  the  project^  institu- 
tion.     At  all  these  places  there  vvere  a  numl)er  of  baptisms. 

The  impiessions  made  uj)on  Mr.  I^iwry,  a  newcomer  to 
th(»  country,  a  man  of  keen  observation,  and  considerable 
knowledge'  of  human  nature,  are  worth  recording.  Summ- 
ing up  these  two  journeys,  h(?  says  that  as  he  travelle<l 
through  woods,  plains,  or  villages,  he  was  cheered  with 
what  he  saw  of  the  natives,  with<mt  a  single  exception. 
•'  Whether  they  travelled  with  us  or  not,  all  united  in 
morning  and  evening  devotion.  The  hymn  was  sung;  the 
chapter  was  icad  :  and  piayer  was  oftered  to  Almighty 
(Jo(l.  This  is  now  the  g<'neral  practice  where  the  Mission- 
ary influence  has  be^'ii  brought  to  bear;  and  small,  indeed, 


Mrs.  Waltkr  Lawuy. 

is  the  part  where  it  has  not  reached.  At  the  same  time 
I  am  afraid  that  numy  of  them  are  only  nominal 
Christians,  and  not  saved  from  sin.  In  their  domestic 
worship  they  do  not  change  their  attitude  ;  but  squat  upon 
their  hams  all  the  time  ;  only  at  praj'er  they  hide   their 
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facres  with  thoir  blaiiketH  or  their  mats."  As  to  their 
conduct,  lie  states :  "  Another  thin*?  struck  me  very 
forcibly,  and  that  was  their  truthfulness  and  honesty. 
This  wjis  the  more  remarkable  as  the  very  (»{»p<)sit<*  was 
their  character  formerly.  T  did  not  hear  of  any  departure 
fnmi  truth  or  h(m<»sty  in  the  cji.so  of  a  single  individual 
of  our  people  with  whom  I  travelliHl,  or  was  at  all  fissocia- 
te<l  with  during  a  journey  of  st»ven  weeks.  .  .  I  am 
exc*eedint(ly  gratifie<l  to  observe  the  iiflvance<l  state  of 
Christianity  in  soiiif  individuals,  and  its  geiKM'al  inlluence 
upon  the  New  Zealand  j)opulation  throughout."  At  the 
same  time  he  realised  at  how  gr(»at  a  cost  of  toil  and 
strength  on  the  part  of  their  spiritual  guides  this  change 
liad  iMH'n  brought  about,  for  of  the  Missionaries,  he  reports  : 
**  Their  labours  and  exposures  are  (►ften  distressing,  arising 


menticms  that  in  1838,  a  young  Irishman,  who  was  a 
medical  man,  was  a  passenger  in  a  ship  which  came  to 
Hokianga.  As  the  vessel  wiis  loading  with  spars,  she 
remained  three  months  in  the  river.  During  that  time, 
this  young  man.  Dr.  Richard  Day,  resided  with  th(?  Rev. 
N,  Turner  in  the  Mission  house  at  Mangungu.  Before 
coming  he  had  heard  of  the  fertility  of  New  Zealand,  and 
was  ci>nnnissioned  by  friends  in  Cork  to  secure  a  block  of 
land  for  a  special  settlement.  For  this  purpose  he  nuuie  a 
trip  to  Kaipara,  and  after  due  enquiry,  agree<l  with  the 
chief  Parore  to  purchase  a  block  of  about  a  thousand  acres 
in  the  Kaihu  Valley.  This  was  to  be  paid  for  in  kind, 
the*  bulk  of  tlie  goods  to  be  given  in  exchange  being 
brought  by  the  immigrants  when  they  came  t4>  settle. 
Tidings  weie  sent  home,  and  Messrs.  Salter,  Wilkinson, 


SKKTrH  OK  BuiLHixos  ON  M.\N(;rN<;r  Stktiox,  showiner  relative  nosilioii. 


(My  Mrs.  Kirk.) 


from,  the  scatt^Knl  state  of  th(»  people,  an<l  th(»  rough 
character  of  the  country  where  there  arc  no  roads.  In 
jjeneral,  they  hK»k  old  for  their  years  ;  and  how  can  it  be 
otherwise,  amid  such  violent  and  wasting  toils,  often  wet 
for  days  and  nights  t^igether,  without  a  single  comfort." 
Alluding  to  the  names  chosi^i  by  .^Iaoris  nt  iheir  baptism, 
and  the  grotesque  combination  thus  bnmght  about,  he  a(Ms: 
**  I  had  at  one  time  or  another  as  fellow  travellei-s,  a  ran* 
assemblage  of  ancients  and  moderns  niostly  men  of  renown. 
There  were  Abraham,  Isajic,  and  Jacob  ;  David,  Saul,  and 
Sanmel  ;  Nicodemus,  Matthew,  Job,  Peter,  and  Paul  ; 
Adam  Clark,  Richard  Watson,  Jabez  Bunting,  Rol>ert 
NewUm,  W'illiam  Naylor,  William  Barton  and  otluM-s, 
without  iiaying  who  or  how  many." 

Further   agents    were   still    beiiitf   emplovrd.       In    his 
"Forty   Years    in    New    Zealand,'^    the    Rev.   J.    Buller 


Stannard,  and  Sr(»\vart,  with  their  families — twenty-two 
persons  in  all  -left  i(tv  the  colony.  They  arrived  safely  in 
Auckland,  and  finding  no  other  way  of  reaching  their 
destination,  chartercHl  a  brig  called  th(^  "  Sophia  Pate  " 
to  convey  them  thither  The  v«»ssel  called  at  the 
Bay  of  Islands.  There  M(»ssrs.  Stewart  and  Stannaixl 
resolv(Ml  to  land,  and  going  overland  via  Hokianga, 
make  preparation  for  the  N'oyagers.  To  that  r«»s<»lve 
they  owed  the  preservati<m  of  their  lives.  At  the 
cMitranco  to  the  Kaij)ara  Harboui-  in  S(»j)tember, 
IHII,  the  vessel  was  wrecked.  W^ith  the  excepti<m  of  a 
little  boy  a  son  of  ^Ir.  Wilkinson,  the  wh(»le  of  the 
pass(Migers  were  drowned.  The  captain  and  crew  had 
managed  to  save  themselves  by  clinging  to  the  lK)ats  which 
hung  uynui  the  davits  There  they  remained  for  some  hours 
whili^  the  sea  broke  over  the  ill-fate<l  slu\\^  vwvd  VW^  "aX* 
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high  water  scrambled  ashore.     The  others  one  by  one  were 
swept  off.     It  was  Mr.  Buller's  painful  duty  to  accompany 
Messrs.  Stannard  and  Stewart  to  the  scene  of  the  wreck, 
and  bury  the  corpses  as  they  were   washed  asliore.     Mr. 
Stannard  liad  been  a  local  preacher  in  Ireland.     He  was  a 
man  of  keen,  enquirin)^  mind,   considerable   energy  and 
deep   devotion.      He  wfis  a  thoughtful  reader,   specially 
delighting  in  metaphysics  and  philosophy,  and  a  preacher 
of  considerable  fervour  and  animation.       Not  cjist  in  a 
common   mould,  having    marked    idiosyncrasies,  and    not 
accustomed    to    hide    his   thoughts,  he  w.  s  yet  intensely 
loyal  to  the  church,  and   honoured  goodness   wherever  he 
saw  it.     The  plans  for  the  settlement  b(»ing  broken  up,  he 
resided   for  some   time  with   Mr.   Huller  at  Kaipara,  and 
afterwards  at  the  Mission  Station  at  ^langungu.     At  the 
district   meeting   held   there    in    October,    1843,    he    was 
recommended  to  the  Home  authorities  to  be  received  as  an 
assistant    Missionary,    and     appointed   to    Waima.        Jlis 
missionary      life      actuallv     began     at 
Newark.     Subseiiucntly    h(^    (»stablish<'d 
a  station   at  Ihupuku,   Waitotara,  and 
afterwards  connnenccMl  the  Kai  Iwi  insti- 
tution.      He  was  also  stationed  at  Wai 
kouaiti,  for  a  bric^f  period  was  placcvl   in 
charge  of  Three  Kings,  and  tlien  served 
a   term   at  Raglan.      After    twonty-two 
years  of  arduous    labour,    he  bccanu*  a 
supernumerary  in  Wanganui,  and  there 
for  several  years  more  fre(piently  occu- 
pied the  pulpit,  thus  relieving  tlie  minis- 
ter for  country  duty,  and  also  tia\elle(l 
himself  as  far  .as   Patea  and    HanL^ntikei, 
to  minister    to    the    resirlents    in    those 
districts.       In  old  age  his  sight    failed, 
and,  "fairly   worn  out   in   the  Master's 
service,"  he  died  there  in    ISSS.        His 
love   to   the   Mission   cause   and    to   rli<» 
church    was  shown  by  heaving  handsome 
legacies  both  to  the  Home  and  F(»reign 
Mission   Funds.     His  friend.    Dr.    Day, 
though  he   never  entered  the   ministry, 
was  clo.sely  identified  with  th(^  Mission, 
and   deeply    interested    in    its   proLjress. 
Being  in  delicate   health,   and  su tiering 
from  lung  trouble,  he  det^Minined  to  settle 
in    New  Zealand.       He  became,    there- 
fore, an  inmate  of    the    family    of    tin* 
Rev.  J.  Hobbs,  and  acted  as  tutor  to  liis  ' 

sons  and  daughters.  A  man  of  literai-y  taste,  and 
thoroughly  educated,  this  was  a  great  boon  to  thcMu,  and 
by  them  and  their  children,  and  children's  children  his 
name  and  memory  are  revered.  Between  himself  and 
Mr.  Hobbs  a  clo.se  attachment  sprang  up,  and  for  years 
they  were  as  brothers.  His  services  as  a  medical  man 
were  freely  given  to  all  the  Mission  families,  and  on  the 
Hokianga  he  prescribed  for  and  ministered  to  all  who  were 
in  need.  When  Mr.  Hobbs  removed  to  Auckland,  Dr. 
Day  commenced  practice*  in  that  city.  His  home  for 
many  years  was  in  th(^  house  of  Mrs.  Wm.  White,  and  he 
was  "  the  beloved  physician  "  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
His  strong  but  kindly  Irish  face  shone  with  intelligence, 
and  in  the  little  brick  church  in  Hobs<m  Street,  he  was  a 
most  devout  worshipper.  He  never  married,  and  in  IS79, 
at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-four,  was  called  to  his  reward. 

When   the   Rev.  Walter  I^awry  came  to  Auckland,  he 
was  accompanied  by  his  son,  Mr.  Henry  H.  Lawry,  then  a 


Kkv.  Wikkmc    Patk 


young   man   of  two-and-twenty.       Bom   in   New    South 

Wales,  he  had  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  England, 

where  he  was  educated  at  the  celebrated  Methodist  scho(»l 

for  ministei-s'  .sons  at  Kings  wood.     Converted  while  there, 

he   applied   himself    diligently   to   reading.       During  his 

apprenticeship  he   became  a  local  preacher,   and   at  the 

early  age  of   twenty-one   was   appointed    a   class   leader. 

Shortly  fifter  he  l)ecame  partner  in  a  business  concern  in 

London,  where  he  had  excellent  prospects.     He  was  also 

usefully  employed  as  a  local  preacher  in  the  City  Road 

circuit  there.     Prompted  by  filial  duty,  he  surrendered  the 

opportunities  that  were  opening  to  him,  and  came  to  New 

Zealand.     The  Missionary  secretaries  in  Ix)ndon  pres.sed 

him  to  offer  himself  as  a  Missionary  ;  but  he  was  ditiident. 

On  reaching  the  Colony  the  missionaries  here  also  urged  it 

upon  him,  and  yielding  to  their  wishes,  he  was  received  on 

probatiim  by  the  Mangungu  district  meeting  in  June,  1844. 

Having  studied  Maori  at  the  Kaipara  station,  he  was  for 

two  or  three  years  chiefly  employed  as 

assistant   at   the  Native  Institution,  at 

1      first  located  in  Grafton  R^jad,  Auckland. 

In    1850  he    was   placed    in    charge  of 

the  Pehiakura  station,  on  the  IVfanukau, 

and   lalK)ured  there    with  diligence  and 

success  for  five  years.       For  seventeen 

years    following    he    was    resident   Mis- 

if^^  sionaiy    at    Wai  ma,    Hoki«anga.        That 

*^  circuit  th(»n   was  a  very  extensive  .and 

«■  laborious  one,  stretching  from  Mongonui 

^   W  in  the  east,  to  Waimamaku  in  the  west. 

V  Two  years  more  were  sj>ent  at  the  Three 

''  Kings.      Since  then   he  has   residcnl  as 

a  supernumerary  in    Auckland.     Never 

losing   his   love  for  the  Maori  p<*<»ple,  he 

has  (luring  the  interval  twice  revised  and 

re  edited    the     Book     of    Services.      As 

seci-etary   to    the    Auckland     Auxiliary 

llible  Society,  he  has  done   noble   work, 

l>eing  spcM'ially  solicitous  to  circulate  the 

Holy  Scriptures  among  those  to  whom 

his  manhood's  strength  was  given.    After 

fifty  foui-   years  spent  in   the   ministry, 

bearing  an  honoured  name,  and  the  re- 

positoiy  of  a  fund  of  information,  he  still 

lives  in  Auckland,   the   oldest  surviving 

member  of  the  Missionary  band  of  those 

tiofrd  Xiitirr       carlv  (lays. 

Of  all  \\w  ag(»noi(\s  employed  in  build- 
ing up  the  Maoris  in  Christian  character,  the  most  potent 
was  tlie  circulation  of  the  Scriptures.  It  is  to  the  credit 
of  the  missionaries  that  they  discerned  the  need  of  this  from 
the  b(»ginning  of  their  work.  A  small  edition  of  the  New 
Testament — a  thou.sand  copies-had  in  1838  been  printed 
at  the  Episcopalian  mission  press  at  Paihia.  But  with  the 
wide  extension  of  the  work,  and  the  strong  desire  for  know- 
l(»dge  which  the  Natives  evinced,  the  inade(juacy  of  the 
supply  became  painfully  evident.  From  all  parts  of  the  land 
th(^  request  for  further  copies  became  more  importunate,  and 
even  distressing.  The  long-felt  want  was  at  length  largely 
supplied  by  that  noble  institution  and  ready  helper  of 
missionaries  in  all  lands,  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society.  An  edition  of  ten  thousand  copies  was  printed 
and  divided  equally  betwetm  the  two  Protestant  Missions. 
They  arrived  early  in  1842.  All  the  reports  of  that  year 
tell  of  the  joy  with  which  the  Maoris  welcomed  this  boon, 
the  avidity  with  which  they  gave  themselves  to  the  study 
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of  tlie  book,  and  the  profit  which  they  derived  theret'roin  . 
Not  infrequently,  when  the  missionary  went  to  remote 
villages,  he  was  employed  for  hours  in  answering  eager 
questionings  as  to  the  meaning  of  different  texts.  Con- 
siderable portions  were  committed  to  memory,  recited  in 
their  prayers,  and  illustrations  drawn  from  the  same  were 
often  found  in  their  addresses.  At  the  Annual  District 
Meeting  a  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  terms  on  which 
the  coveted  books  should  be  supplied.  It  was  argued  by 
some  that  the  Maoris  would  value  the  l>ook  more  if  they 
paid  for  it.  Others  pleaded  that  as  the  volumes  were  a 
gift  from  the  Bible  Society,  and  they  were  always  telling 
their  people  that  the  Gospel  was  without  money  and 
without  price,  exacting  payment  for  the  books  might  be 
misconstrued.  Ultimately,  it  was  resolved  that  each 
missionary  should  use  his  own  discretion  as  to  th(^  method 
of  distribution,  but  that  any  proceeds  derived  from  the 
sale,  or  contributions  receive<l  in  recognition  of  the  gift, 
should  be  remittixl  to  the  Bible  Society. 

The  Kev.  S.  Ironside  j:ives  an  animated  and  interesting 
picture  of  such  a  distribution  at  his  station  at  Cloudy 
Bay,  of  the  enthusiasm  it  awakened,  and  the  response  it 
evoked.       The   number    al- 
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lotted  to  that  district  was 
four  hundred  and  fifty. 
Early  in  January  the 
supply  arrived  in  the 
Triton.  The         Natives 

arousefl  Mr.  Ironside  from 
his  bed  by  the  announce- 
ment that  the  vess(»l  had 
come  into  the  hay,  and  with 
joyful  shouts  told  him  that 
the  books  were  aboard. 
But  a  further  delay  took 
place.  The  \essel  was 
alrea<ly  late.  The  District 
Meeting  at  Mangungu  had 
been  delayed  pending  her 
arrival,  and  the  captain 
declined  to  break  bulk  till 
his  return  from  the  north. 
The  journey  to  and  fro, 
with  the  meeting  itself,  occupied  two  months,  during 
which  the  Maoris  waited  with  what  patience  tliey 
could.  Doubtless  the  familiar  Taihoa  -wait -a -while  was 
often  heard.  At  length  Mr.  Ironside  returned.  He  states, 
**  My  first  business  was  the  sending  out  among  th(^  people 
the  long-needed  copies  of  God's  Word.  I  at  once  made 
my  preparations.  Messengers  were  sent  to  all  tlu^  out- 
lying stations  in  Queen  Charlotte  Sound  and  the  Pelorus 
River,  inviting  all  and  sundry  to  come  to  the  head  station 
at  Ngakuta,  to  the  feast  of  Testaments.  Before  they  came 
together  I  set  out  on  paper  a  list  of  the  villages,  with  the 
names  of  the  teachera  in  charge  ;  apportioning  to  each  jus 
many  as  could  be  spared — ten  here,  twelve  there,  and  so 
throughout  the  whole  circuit  till  the  entire  numb<»r  was 
exhausted.  On  *  the  great  day  of  the  feast '  we  had  a 
gathering  of  over  seven  hundred  Maoris,  all  eager  for  the 
Word  of  Life.  Our  church  wthild  not  accommodate  half 
of  them,  so  we  conducted  the  proceedings  under  God's  own 
dome.  I  set  the  btwks  in  heaps  round  the  preaching 
stand,  each  heap  with  the  name  of  the  teacher  written  on 
the  top.  The  bell  was  rung.  We  held  a  short  service  of 
praise  and  prayer,  and  an  address  was  given  from  Acts 
xviL,  10-12,  *  These  (Bereans)  were  more  noble  than  those 


of  Thessalonica,  in  that  they  received  the  word  with  all 
readiness  of  mind,  and  searched  the  Scriptures  daily  to  see 
if  these  things  were  so.'  The  example  of  the  Bereans  was 
connnended  to  the  people.  Hitherto  they  had  been  unable 
to  follow  it,  but  now  they  could,  and  I  was  sure  they  would, 
*  search  the  Scriptures  daily.'  I  said  I  had  not  books 
enough  for  each  of  them,  but  th(»  teacher  of  each  village 
would  receive  as  many  as  could  lie  spared.  I  then  came 
to  the  delicate  matter  which  luwl  bc*t>n  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion at  the  District  Meeting,  and  said,  *Here  is  a  great 
feast  provid(Ml  for  us  by  our  goo<l  fathers  and  friends  at 
Home  in  England — a  feast  of  the  Word  of  Life — a  feast  of 
fat  things,  full  of  marrow.  You  have  a  custom  among 
yourselves  called  Paremata.  A  chief  who  accepts  an  invi- 
tation to  a  feast  from  another  chief,  while  he  is  partaking 
of  it  is  ccmsidering  alM)ut  making  a  Pareinata  (or  return 
feast),  and  so  bye-and-bye  there  is  provided,  in  return,  if 
possible,  a  richer  and  larger  banquet  than  the  feast.'  I 
asked,  '  Shall  we  have  a  Paremata  ?'  The  names  of  the 
teachers  were  then  called  out,  villager  by  village,  and  each 
received  the  pcu'tion  for  his  jK'ople.  I  have  often  wished 
I  could  reproduce  the  scene  in  a  picture,    Heaven  smiling 

from  above,  the  valley  and 
"  the  surrounding  hills 
clothed  in  the  richest  ver 
dure  of  earh'  autunm,  the 
crowd  of  Maoris  all  with 
earn(»st  gaze  looking  at  the 
distribution  -  the  teacher, 
'iH  his  name  was  called, 
springing  up  and  rushing 
to  the  stand,  leaping  over 
the  heads  of  those  squatted 
in  front  of  him,  snatching 
the  heap  assigned  to  him, 
and  away  back  to  his  place, 
hugging  the  coveted  trea- 
sure. An  angel  in  his  flight 
nn'ght  have  be(^n  arrested 
l)v  l1i(»  scene.'' 

"  The  seed  thrown  out 
about  the  Paretnata  fell 
into  good  soil,  and  soon 
began  to  germinate.  In  two  or  three  weeks  I  noticed 
an  unusual  stir  among  the  people  of  the  village. 
Tiieie  was  eouMnotioii  in  the  air.  All  seemed  to  be 
full  of  suj»|»resse<l  exeitement.  Prc^parations  for  a  great 
display  were  everywhere  afoot.  1  eoncluded  that  the 
J'arrmata  was  coming.  From  tbe  front  windows  of  the 
Mission  house  could  be  se(*n  several  large  canoes,  fully 
manned,  coming  uj)  the  bay  to  the  station  at  racing  speed, 
each  frantically  striving  to  he  first.  From  the  back  part 
of  the  house  was  seen  a  long  line  of  Maoris  in  Indian  file, 
coming  over  the  saddle  of  tlie  hills  separating  us  from  the 
Sound,  each  one  with  a  full  heavy  burden  on  his  back,  and 
some  in  additi<m  with  a  pig  on  the  string  in  his  hand, 
guiding  him  along.  While  my  wife  and  I  were  delighting 
ourselves  with  looking  on  the  animated  scene,  and  listening 
to  the  eager  shouting  of  each  fresh  arrival,  w(»  were  sa7iH 
cen'monia  told  to  go  inside  the  house,  and  shut  the  door  ; 
we  were  not  wanted  yet.  We  submitted  to  the  friendly 
interdict,  and  waited  patiently.  When  all  was  ready  \ve 
were  sunnnoned.  There  in  front  of  us  was  a  long  heap  of 
baskets  three  feet  high,  and  stretching  from  one  end  of 
the  yard  to  the  other.  I  counUnl  six  hundred  of  them,  full 
of  potatoes,   Indian  corn^  mel^w^.^  y^wx^xcvs^.,  ^x^.    ^^6^!^ 
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basket  would  weigh  fully  titty- six  pounds.  At  the  outer 
side  of  the  heap,  tied  by  the  leg  to  the  fence  behind,  were 
seven  good  sized  pigs.  On  the  heap  of  baskets  at  the  end 
was  a  little  parcel  tied  up  in  an  old  handkerchief,  to 
which  my  attention  was  specially  directed.  All  being 
ready,  out  sprang  the  master  of  ceremonies,  Hoani  Koinaki, 
chief  of  the  Wekenuri  village  on  the  Sound,  and  as  fine  a 
specimen  of  the  Maori  race  as  you  would  find  from  Te 
Reinga  to  Murihuku.  With  true  native  courtesy,  the 
place  of  honour  had  been  ceded  to  him  by  the  Ngatitoa 
chiefs  of  Cloudy  Bay.  Hoani,  tucking  up  his  blanket, 
with  a  long  native  spear  in  his  hand,  ran  backwards  and 
forwards  from  one  end  of  the  foo<l  pile  to  the  other,  strik- 
ing the  baskets  with  his  spear  at  intervals.  "  Here  is  our 
feiist.  Take  it  and  give  it  to  our  loving  fathers  in  England. 
It  is  all  we  can  do  to  show  our  love  for  th(Mn  for  their 
great  kindness  in  sending  us  the 
pukapuka  tapn  (holy  book).  In 
the  little  parcel  at  the  end  of  th'^ 
pile  was  a  lot  of  silver  dollars  afid 
crown  pieces  —  Eiiglisli,  Fi\mi  "li, 
Spanish,  and  American.  These  had 
been  in  their  posession  for  y»^ars. 
Many  of  them  had  been  bored 
through  and  worn  as  ornaments  by 
the  women  ;  but  they  were  freely 
sacrificed  on  this  occasion.  They 
amounted  to  £9  17s.  6d.  The  six 
hundred  baskets  of  produce  and 
seven  pigs  I  sold  to  one  of  th(» 
traders  for  £25.  They  N\ere  worth 
much  more  ;  but  tradeis  were  few, 
and  I  was  at  their  mer^y.  IJesides, 
the  food  was  perishable,  and  I  knew 
I  should  k»se  materially  if  I  kept  it 
in  hope  of  a  better  bargain.  How- 
ever, I  had  the  pleasure  of  remit 
ting  to  the  British  and  Forei;^Mi 
Bible  Society  £34  17s.  Gd.  as  our 
Cloudy  Bay  contribution  in  return 
for  their  splendid  gift.  The  same 
is  acknowledged  in  the  Society's 
report  for  IS 43.  liemcrnbiMiriLC  the 
sadly  degraded  state  of  the  native> 
a  short  two  years  previously,  we 
could  truthfully  and  gladly  say: 
"  So  mightily  grew  the  word  of  God 
and  prevailed." 

Similar  scenes  were  enacted  at  the 
other  stations.  Nor  was  this  a  mere 
passing  excitement.  The  Testaments 

thus  obtained  were  looked  upon  as  their  greatest  treasures. 
Whenever  they  went  on  a  journey  the  precious  book  was 
carried  with  them.  Carefully  wrapped  in  a  cloth  or  hand- 
kerchief, it  was  tiikenout  at  the  nightly  stopping- place  and 
diligently  read.  When  at  home,  many  houi-s  a  day  were 
often  devoted  to  its  study.  Old  and  young  vied  with  each 
other  in  the  effort  to  become  acquainted  with  its  contents. 
Aged  men  and  women,  blear-eyed  with  the  smoke  of  their 
whares,  put  on  spectacles  to  read  the  Word  for  themselves. 
Sometimes  a  iluent  reader  would  be  surrounded  by  an 
admiring  circh^  of  listeners,  who  seemed  to  know  no  weari- 
ness as  they  heard  the  glad  news.  Literally,  "as  new- 
born babes,  they  desired  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word, 
that  they  might  grow  thereby."  Novelty  counted  for 
something.     Some   mistakes,   doubtless,  they  made  in  in- 
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terpretation  ;  but  many  found  therein  tlie  way  to  eternal 
life,  and  their  acquaintance  with  the  Scripturej*  stood  them 
in  good  stead  when  their  faith  was  assailed  by  the  Popish 
emissaries  who  came  among  them,  and  in  the  High  Church 
controversy  which  a  few  years  afterwards  was  introduced. 
Meantime,  the  Mission  staff  was  laudably  on  the  alert 
to  extend  their  bord**rs  and  occupy  new  and  promising 
centres.  In  the  report  presented  to  the  Annual  Missionary 
Meeting  in  London,  held  in  May,  1844,  there  are  the 
following  statements  respecting  a  further  contemplated 
advance  : — M amjanui — The  populaticmof  this  i-iver,  which 
extends  up  the  interior  of  the  country  to  the  Taupo  lakes, 
is  estimated  at  5,600.  It  is  proposed  that  a  new  station 
be  formed  at  Operiki  (probably  a  misprint  for  Pipiriki), 
where  it  is  said  there  are  a  thousand  natives.  .  .  . 
The  site  proposed  is  about  two  days'  journey  through  the 
interior  from  one  of  our  outpiwts 
on  the  Mokau  River,  so  that  we 
should  be  extending  our  inland 
line  parallel  to  the  western  coast. 
Through  the  whole  country  from 
Kawhia  to  Wanganui,  and  from 
thence  are  people  connected  with 
us  and  baptized  by  us,  all  along  to 
Kapiti  and  Port  Nicholson.  A 
missionary  stationed  there  would, 
lher(»fore,  have  an  opening  on 
either  hand  for  the  extension  of 
his  labours,  almost  boundless  in 
extent.  The  people  wish  us  gi-eatly 
to  go,  and  we  trust  the  Committee 
will  sanction  our  taking  up  the 
ground.  .  .  .  I*nrt  Levy  and 
JiUUjmJci  (Raupaki)  in  the  Middle 
Island  are  also  recommended,  and 
particulars  are  to  be  sent  on  for 
the  Committee's  consideratitm.  It 
is  also  stated  that  Port  Nelson 
had  been  occupied  by  Mr.  Aldred 
the  j)revious  year,  and  that  fi-om 
the  Chatham  Islands  they  con- 
tinued to  receive  urgent  retiuests 
for  a  missionary. 

The  Chathams  had  been  visited 
by  the  Rev.  John  Aldred  from 
Wellington  in  li^42.  On  that  occa- 
sion he  spent  several  weeks  there. 
A  year  previously  he  wished  to 
send  some  of  his  Christian  natives 
MARTIN.  PHOTO  tlutlier  as  teachers,  but  the  cap- 
tain of  the  schooner  declined  to 
take  them,  on  the  ])lea  that  '*  they  wouhl  spoil  his  trade." 
Fiom  a  MS.  journal  of  Mr.  Aldred's  it  appears  that  his  own 
voyag(»  was  somewhat  adventunms,  and  having  to  wait  on 
the  islands  for  a  returning  vessel,  it  involved  an  absence  of 
ten  weeks  from  his  circuit.  But  this  detention  gave  him  a 
splendid  opportunity  of  becoming  better  acquainted  with 
the  people,  and  making  arrangements  for  the  settlement  of 
teacliers  in  their  midst.  Landing  at  Waikeri,  he  intro- 
duced himself  to  the  natives  there,  and  preai^hed  the  first 
sermon  ever  delivered  in  the  group  from  the  appropriate 
passage,  "  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  shouhl  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  Subsequently,  he 
visited  most  of  the  kaingas,  and  made  arrangements  for 
the  continuance  of  services  by   the  Natives  who  accom- 
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d  him.  By  Poiiiarcr?,  the  principal  chief  at  Waitaugi, 
18  heartily  welcomed.  He  found  about  six  hundred 
»nt  Maoris.  They  were,  mostly,  natives  of  Taianaki, 
belonged  to  the  N]|^atinmtunga,  Ngatiawa,  and 
rewai  tribes.  Some  eight  or  nine  yeai-s  before  they 
►een  drivt»n  from  their  homes  by  the  Waikatos,  and 
jsedly  had  come  to  these  islands  to  get  rest  from  war ; 
uairels  among  themselv(»s  soon  broke  out,  and  their 
y  during  the  time  they  had  been  there  was  stained 
the  black(»st  crimes.  Pahs  luul  been  bunuMl,  potato- 
had  been  destroyed,  and  from  the  commencement  of 
ities  to  the  date  of  Mr.  A  Id  red's  visit  "hatred  and 
y  rankled  in  th.^r  hearts,  and,  by  reason  thereof, 
tribe  was  confined  to  its  own  borders.*'  The}'  all 
[ii8(Hl  in  the  Missionary  th(»  messcngtM-  of  peaci',  and 
ed  him  as  such.  They  were  willing,  too,  tt)  hear  of 
lew  faith,  but  it  seemed  to  him  rather  natural 
ity  than  because  of  any  feeling  of  religion,  llosv- 
they  set  U)  work  to  learn  to 
s(H>n  gained  considerabh^  pro- 
ry,  and  at  one  or  two  of  the 
they  hiwl  memorised  a  con- 
ble  p»rtion   (»f   the    lirst  cate- 

before   his  visit  cane*    to    an 

In  addition  to  the  Maoris. 
were  about  three  hundred  of 
ipposed  aborigines,  known  as 
ris.  According  to  their  own 
:it,  they  had  once  been  nuuh 
numerous.      If    so,   they    were 

out  when  tin*  Maoris  arriv(>(l 

The    latter    stcKitly    denied 

itering  them,  but  they  had  re- 

them  to  a  state  of  slavery. 
■Vldred  says  of  th<»  Morioris : 
y  are  a  harmless,  inotrensixe 
f.  They  have  no  fixed  dwelling 
clothing,  oi  house.  TIn'V  put 
i>rt  of  breakwind,  behind  which 
?at  and  sleep.  Their  food  is 
and  fish,  and  their  sole  attrac 
to  any  one  place  were  firewood 
ater."  They  had  some  notion 
Supreme  l>eing,  whom  they  n*- 
1  with  fear  and  drejid,  and  also 
e<l  in  a  future  state.  Their 
«rere  not  buried,  but  the  trunk 
pee  was  scooped  out,  the  corpse 
I  in  the  cavity,  covered   with 

and  then  put  in  a  reclining  position  on  the  ground 
ir  cemetery.  These  burial  grounds  were  supposed  to 
!uliarly  sacred  to  the  gods.  On  ordinary  occasions 
orioris  feared  to  enter  them,  and  when  Mr.  Aldred 
J  the  old  man  who  accompanied  him  sat  at  the 
ice  amazed  and  wonderstruck.  There  their  idols 
erected,  and  when  a  burial  took  place  they  prayed  to 

Two  such  idols  the  Missionary  was  permitted  to 
away  with  him.  It  is  matter  for  regret  that  in  the 
I  of  transmission  to  London  these  went  astray,  and 
lever  recovered.  According  to  their  own  account, 
people  also  came  from  New  Zealand,  being  driven 
Cook  Strait  in  a  "  canoe  of  stone,"  in  which  they 
their  way  to  the  Chathams.  Mr.  Aldred  came  to 
Delusion  that  there  wjis  little  affinity  between  them 
le  Maoris,  basing  his  opinion  on  the  dissimilarity  of 
)TH  and  customs.     Large  quantities  of  ardent  spirits 
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had  been  taken  to  the  islands  by  trailers,  and  some  of  the 
Maoris  had  become  habitual  drunkards.  When  the  evil  of 
their  ways  in  this  respect  was  pointed  out,  the  Missionary 
was  met  by  the  chief  of  a  village,  suggestively  called  Te 
Mate  Waipuku  (the  death-shij>),  with  the  old  query,  "Why 
did  they  not  come  and  teach  them  about  God  before  their 
countrymen  came  and  led  them  into  evil  ways?"  Wliile 
there  Mr.  Aldred  learned  more  of  the  belief  of  the  Maoris 
in  spiritism  and  demonology  than  he  htwl  be!*ore  sus- 
pected. At  a  kind  of  midnight  seancd^  at  which  he  was 
permitted  to  be  present,  he  heard  them  welcoming  the 
spirits  of  the  (h^parted  into  the  circle.  When  they  were 
urged  to  embrace  Christianity,  ont^  chief  proudly  asked 
why  should  they  abandon  the  customs  which  had  made 
their  fathers  so  great  a  people.  Evcjntually  an  impression 
was  made,  and  some  of  them  formally  disowned  and  for- 
sook their  superstitions.  This,  also,  the  visitor  saw,  and 
says,  **  The  tapued  sat  down  in  a  circle,  and  in  one  part  of 
this  their  i)riest  was  seen.  Each  of 
them  held  a  white  branch  in  his 
liaiid.  Then  the  pritst  waved  his 
own  over  each  of  their  heads,  and 
uttered  an  unintelligible  prayer,  ac- 
cording to  th(»ir  own  usage-  -the 
object  of  this  was  to  free  them  from 
the  bonds  of  tapu.  They  preferred 
to  do  it  in  this  way." 

The  rc^sult  of  the  visit  was  that 
teachers  were  appointed  and  recog- 
nis(Ml.  A  few  yeai-s  later,  a  Native 
minister,  the  Kev  T«»  Koti,  was  sent 
down,  and  resided  there  for  several 
years,  doing  excellent  service.  Event- 
ually, the  larger  number  of  the 
Maoris  returned  to  Tarnnaki,  and 
the  st  ition  was  abandoned.  The 
peoj)le,  however,  still  professed  to 
he  Wesleyans,  and  as  late  as  1S74 
the  writer  was  re(|uested  to  send 
down  Bibles  and  service-books  for 
their  use  in  public  worship.  liy 
m(\ans  of  corr(\spondence  with  Te 
Koti,  they  also  maintained  their  con- 
nection with  the  church  which  first 
gave  them  the  Oospel. 

Of  the  founding  of  the  Pehiakura 
Station  in  1^15,  and  the  work 
done  there,  we  have  been  favoured 
with  a  sketch  by  the  Rev.  H.  H. 
Lawry,  the  missionary  who  was  first  placed  in  charge. 
It  was  situated  on  the  south-western  shore  of  the 
Manukau  Harbour,  and  formed  part  of  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Pollok  Settlement.  The  Maoris  living 
there  belonged  to  the  Ngatitimaoho  section  of  the 
Waiohua  tribe,  of  which  they  were  a  remnant.  Their 
ownership  of  the  land  in  that  localit}'  being  disputed  by 
another  tribe,  for  peace  sak(5  they  formed  another  settle- 
ment at  Ihumatao,  on  the  north-east  of  the  harbour,  and 
in  the  Mangere  district.  Intercourse  between  these  two 
places,  both  of  which  were  under  the  Missionary's  care, 
wjis  by  canoes  only.  The  chief  was  the  noted  and  note- 
worthy Epiha  Putini,  already  referreil  to.  His  |H»ople  had 
he^rd  and  received  the  Gospel  in  Hokianga.  Already  they 
had  erected  at  Pehiakura  a  spiicious  and  lofty  church  of 
raupo,  well  finished.  It  was  equal  in  size  to  that  at 
Mangungu.     Near  to  it  was  a  lav^<i  ^^>  ^"^  ^"^  \^^^<^.^ 
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eiiclusliig  a  considerable  area  of  gix)und.  This  stoo<l  on 
tho  banks  of  a  beautiful  little  mountain  tarn,  called 
Pokerua.  It  was  not,  however,  a  fighting  pah.  That  was 
situated  a  few  miles  south,  at  a  place  called  Tauranga- 
ruru.  In  connection  therewith  the  following  story  of 
Maori  chivalry  was  related  to  the  young  missionary.     The 

pah  had    been    be- 
:  —■  — —  '    '^]     sieged;    but  its  oc- 

cupants     learned 
•  that  their  assailants 

intended  to  raise 
the  siege  the  next 
-«Mi  day    because    their 

J  food  supplies  were 
exhausted.  Jmnie- 
d  i  a  t  e 1 y  they 
marched  out  and 
presented  to  their 
lighting  friends  - 
for  s(»  they  (cour- 
teously (i(Miomi- 
naled  them  -pro- 
visions from  lli<Mr 
own  stoi'es,  (juoting, 
as  llu^y  did  so,  '*  If 
t  h  i  n  e  e  n  e  m  y 
hunger,  fcecl  him  ; 
if  he  thii'st,  give 
him  di-ink  ;  for  in 
so  doing  thou  shalt 
heap  coals  of  lire 
on  his  head  "  (Romans  xii.,  20).  Of  course,  that  put  an  end 
to  the  fighting.  Pehiakura  and  Thumatao  were  winked  in 
connecti<m  with  the  Auckland  circuit  at  first.  As  to  the 
spiritual  good  aceomj)lishe(l,  Mr.  Lawry  states  that  )n  going 
there  he  found  a  eonsiderai)le  number  of  church  Fucmlx'rs, 
who  were  diligent  in  their  use  of  the  means  of  giace.  'Die 
chief,  whose  Native  name  was  Te  Kangitaliua  Ni^amuka, 
was  a  tower  of  strength.  They  had  also  two  comjK'tent 
teachers,  Hoani  Piha  (John  Fisher)  and  Aj)erahama 
Kokika.  The  chief  was  gentle  and  rclinci]  in  manner, 
easily  accustoming  himself  to  civilised  usag(vs,  anxious  to 
see  his  people  educated,  and  most  friendly  to  Europeans. 
Soon  after  the  missioiuiry  took  up  his  residence,  K})iha 
obtained  the  consciousness  of  adoption  into  (Jod's  family, 
and  his  whole  denieanoiu*  was  satisfactory.  Later  on  he 
became  eni^'rossed  in  Maori  politics,  and  fearful  of  the 
future  of  his  people  as  he  saw  the  rapid  inciease  of  Euro- 
peans in  numl>ers  and  wealth,  lie  died  in  1(S.")(),  before 
the  MiK>ri  King  movement  took  form.  Some  of  his  fri(Mids 
thought  he  was  taken  from  th(^  evil  to  come.  While  all 
tlie  people  were  nominally  Christian,  there  wvve  those 
who  had  bitter  memories  of  the  past.  Mr.  Lawry  was 
one  day  conversing  with  an  ancient  and  noble  looking  old 
warrior,  called  Te  Kaka.  He  ventured  to  ask  him  about 
the  old  times.  He  made  no  reply,  but  with  a  striking 
gesture  referred  the  ([uestion  to  his  son,  Te  Tawa,  whom  he 
saw  approaching.  The  latter  was  one  of  the  younger  men, 
who  valued  the  benefits  of  civilization  more  than  those  of 
Christianity.  At  once  he  began  to  gloat  over  the  deeds 
of  darkness  with  which  he  had  become  ae([uainted  in  an 
invasion  of  Taranaki,  in  company  with  the  Waikato 
tribes  not  many  years  l>efore.  His  weapon  of  ofienee  and 
defence  in  the  campaign  w\as  a  short-handled  cooper's 
adze.  After  the  storming  of  the  principal  fortress,  thirteen 
wretched  and  terrified  captives  were  assigned  as  liis  share 


of  the  spoil.  He  immediately  set  his  face-  homewards. 
When  inquiry  was  made  how  he  managed  to  bring  them 
such  a  distance  without  help,  he  replied  :  **  Of  course^  I 
did'nt  let  them  have  much  to  eat.  Whenever  I  could  I 
got  them  into  a  house  at  night.  Going  inside  I  got  my 
back  against  the  door,  and,  with  my  weapon  in  my  hand, 
slept  with  (me  eye  open.  When  any  of  them  came  too 
near  me,  a  lunge  in  the  ribs  with  the  adze  was  suilicient, 
and  it  kept  the  rest  in  fear."  Another  question  was 
jisked  :  "  How  many,  then,  did  you  .succeed  in  bringing 
h(mie  alive?"  "  Only  three,"  was  the  reply,  "and  there 
are  two  of  them,"  pointing  to  his  two  wuves.  What 
beeami*  of  the  others  was  only  t(X)  apparent.  This  spirit, 
boasting  of  the  evil  deeds  of  the  piist,  and  allowing  the 
imagination  to  riot  over  the  recollection  was  a  formidable 
obstacU^  to  spiritual  progress,  and  it  was  frequently  met 
with.  The  greatest  personal  kindness  was  shown  to  the 
Missionary.  During  the  visits  of  the  earlier  years  he 
usually  shared  with  the  Native  teacher  a  one-roome<l  hut, 
and  freijuently  ate  out  of  the  same  kit.  After  some  time 
a  w(»ather-board  cottage  of  three  rooms  was  built,  and 
substantial  fences  of  sods  or  stones  were  put  around  the 
garden  and  paddocks  by  free  labour.  A  can oe  was  also 
supj)lie(l  fret»  of  charge.  Churches  were  put  up  in  all  the 
villages,  all  the  exjxnse  being  borne  by  the  Natives  them- 
selves. Writing  forty  years  after,  the  now  veteran  mis- 
sionary says  the  spiritual  attainments  of  the  people  must 
be  estimated  by  their  attendance  on  the  ordinances  of 
religion,  then*  increased  knowledge  of  the  Scripture.s,  and 
the  blamt^kssness  of  tlu»ir  lives.  As  to  their  speech,  he 
observes,  very  propeily,  that  the  language  used  by  one 
brought  up  amidst  cannibalism  and  its  accompanying 
h<Mrois  would  necessarily  differ  widely  from  that  of  those 
who  had  always  known  the  Gospel:  but  after  making 
every  (h'duction  there  wen*  instances  of  experience  among 
them  which  would  rank  their  possessors  very  high  among 
m  o  r  e  fa  v  o  u  i"e  d 
Tl 


le  suc- 

work 

bv  the 


Christians 
cess  i>i  the 
was  marre<l 
migratory  habits  of 
the}HM»ple.  Owning 
larg«'  t  racts  of  land 
in    dillerent   {places 


theyfi'e<iuently  w(»nt  f ' 
to  live  on  these  i?i  i 
(U'der     to    maintain     r* 


tlu'ir  rights.  This 
made  it  dilHcult  to 
follow  them.  Still, 
good  work  was  done 
th(M-e  for  ten  years. 
After  that  it  became 
part  of  the^lanukau 
circuit,  and  a  native 
minister  was  placed 
at  Ihunuitao.  Un- 
der that  arrange- 
ment also  the  work 
prospered,  until  the  war  troubles  of  1863  broke  up  the 
settlement. 

The  beginnings  of  Christianity  on  the  West  Coast  of 
the  North  Island  form  a  story  of  gi eat  interest.  They 
show,  too,  how  human  interests  and  even  human  passions 
were  involved.  But  they  bear  witness  also  to  the  vitality 
and  power  of  Christian  truth.     The  Rev.  T.  G.  Hammond 
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dly  furuished  a  suiiiinary  of  tlio  piiticipal  facts 
sliecl  t<)  him  by  the  immediate  descendants  of  th<Ks<» 
ehI.  About  the  year  182")  a  war  party  of  Ngapuhi 
aikiitos  raided  Taranaki  under  the  leadership  of 
Among  the  prisonei*s  was  a  youth  from  Manu- 
ho  became  the  slave  c»f  a  chief  at  -Mangamuka 
e  with  his  master  heard  and  embraced  the  (Jospel. 
baptizfv]  by  the  name  of  Wiremu  Xera  (William 
I — a  name  frecjuently  chosen  by  th(»  Weslcyuii  con 
f  thosi^  days.       On  Ix'coming  Christians,  he  mu]  his 

were  emancipated,  their  former  owners  saying, 
are  free  :  Jesus  Christ  has  ma<l(^  you  free."  The 
ho  owned  Naylor,  dying  in  debt,  the  latter  re- 
in the  Nortli  until  he  had  discharged  these  obliga- 
Then,  'lis  thouglits  and  heart  turned  to  his  heathen 
win  Taranaki,  and,  with  the  hcNirty  consent  of  i  heir 
owners,  lie  and  eighteen 

determined  to  go  and 
the  Gospel  to  them.  Their 
?    wjus   treattMl    with    con- 

and  they  theinselvi\s 
so  harshly  that  all  except 

retunHNl  to  Hokianga. 
WH'ently  julventitious  cir- 
tice  now  nijyje  him  jH)f»u- 
d   gained    him    great    in- 

An  invasion  of  the  Wai- 
%'aH  threatened.  Naylor 
led  them  t^)  resist  the  at- 
d  pray  t^)  the  Christian's 
id  he  would  })rotect  them. 
oUowchI  his  ativice,  and 
>ah  called  Ngahutu-Mairo, 
jlace  to  the  seaward  of 
.    township.       ]Ie  himself 

bravely,  the  resident 
I  tt>ok  heart,  and  the  Wai- 
vei-e  repulsed  with  coii- 
le  slaughter.  This  was 
hing  in  Taranaki,  and  led 
) adopt  the  Christian  faith, 
M  being  built  at  Taumalia, 
Lanutahi,  Meremere,  and 
apou.  Not  long  after,  a 
lied  Ngaraupo,  of  Nuku- 
luaiTelle<l  with  his  people 
totara  alnmt  a  woman,  and 
jnge  flc<l  to  Taupo.  Th(^r<^ 
id  a  war  party  to  attack 
fttives,  and  led  them  by 
Mths  near  tf >  11 1 e  pal i .     At 

i  moment  his  natural  aflection  prevailed,  he  e><caped 
wrn pt?ople,  and  warntMlthem  toprepaiefor  the  attaek. 
fight  again  Naylor  tf)ok  put,  and  again  the  enemy 
'eated,  the  fight  taking  place  on  a  hill  called  Pakota, 
le  pn»»ent  Waitotara  Railway  Station.  Many 
chiefs  were  killed,  and  some  women  and  children 
pris<mers.  Not  long  aft(jr,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
ui  forgiveness,  Te  Maunihera  and  another  con\ert 
naha  res*>lved  to  go  and  preach  tlu^  (lospcl  to  their 
iry  foes  at  Taupo.  On  arriving  at  Tok;winu,  the 
iecided  that  the  two  Gospel  messengers  should  be 
Jeath  as  payment  (utH)  for  th(»se  slain  at  Pakota. 
the  stMitence  was  pronounce<l,  Te  Maunihera  chanted 
song,  and  then  he  and  his  companion  bravely  sul)- 
to  tiieir  fate.     Thus  they  became  the  fii-st  martyrs 


11  Kv.  \y.   KiKK,  ExPki;>iiilm 


of  the  faith  in  that  region.  The  exact  spot  where  they 
were  put  to  death  is  still  pointe<l  out.  Subsequently,  the 
Taupo  people  united  with  Wanganui  to  Ik?  avenged  for 
PakotA,  but  on  coming  t^)  Kai  Iwi,  and  being  met  l)y  the 
peo[>le  with  provisions,  their  animosity  wjis  allayed,  and 
peace  proclaimed.  This  also  tended  to  the  furtherance  of 
the  (jospel  !  So,  amid  wars  alarms,  the  truth  spreafl. 
Naylor  still  continued  to  preach,  and  .saw  the  whole  coast 
evangelise<l.  It  was  chiefly  through  his  instrumentality 
that  the  way  was  oj)ent»d  for  the  settlement  of  missionaric^s 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  Taranaki  province.  Ngatirua- 
nui  and  Ngarauru  still  revere  his  memory,  and  the  death- 
song  of  T(»  Maunihera  is  still  tn»asured  by  the  Ngatihine. 
Naylor  himself,  reckless  at  what  he  deemed  the  un- 
righteous iloings  of  the  (Jovernment,  j(»in(Ml  the  rebels  after 
the  war  commenced  at  Waitara,  and  fought  at  Nukumaru. 

This  unfortunate  outcome,  how- 
ever, must  not  blind  us  to  the 
excellent  work  he  did  in  those 
eai'ly  days.  He  wiis  literally 
the  founder  of  the  Church  in 
all  that  regicm. 

In  April,  1817,  a  new  mis- 
sionary-ship, the  **John  Wes- 
ley,'' arrived  in  Auckland.  The 
brig  "Triton,"  though  neither 
swift  ni»r  comfortable,  had  done* 
good  servic<»,  and  was  sold  for 
£1000  :  but  a  better  vessel  had 
long  been  needed.  Expert  aid 
was  volunteered,  and  tht; 
'•  Wesley  "  was  look<Ml  u|M)n  as 
a  very  line  nuKlel  and  a  clij)[)er 
ship  of  those  days.  She  had 
left  Southampton  for  Sydney 
in  November  of  the  pre\ious 
year,  and  brought  a<lditi<nial 
labourers  for  the  missions  in 
the  s<iuthern  world.  Among 
these  were  theKev.  Mr.  Harris 
for  New  South  Wales,  and  the 
Kev.  Thomas  Adams,  brother 
of  the  celebrated  astron<>mer, 
for  the  Friendly  Islands.  The 
New  Zealand  member  of  the 
party  was  a  young  unmarried 
man,  who,  fifter  a  most  useful 
ministerial  cours(M)f  mon^  than 
half-a-eentury,  still  remains 
to  aid  the  Church  by  his 
counsel,  and  insj)ire  it  by 
his  {  xample.  The  Itev.  William  Kirk  is  a  native  of  the 
famous  County  of  Lincolnshire.  He  j>ossesses  all  the 
fervour  and  earnestness  usually  associated  with  that 
county,  where  it  is  said  MetlnKlist  churches  aie  as  plenti- 
ful as  blackberries.  He  is  a  native  of  Epworth,  th(^  birth- 
placre  of  our  Foun<ler,  and,  being  the  son  of  a  local  preachfa* 
of  fifty  years  standing,  was  trained  in  the  Church.  C(m- 
verted  at  an  early  age,  \hi  soon  iM'came  a  local  j>reacher, 
and  gave  such  promise  that  he  was  selected  for  the  mission 
work  iK'foie  he  attaine<l  his  majority.  A  thoughtful  ex- 
positor, animat<Ml  in  styh*  an«l  intensely  evangelistic,  he 
has  always  b<»en  conspieuous  and  successful  in  revival 
sei'vic(»s.  During  a  few  weeks  sj)(»nt  in  Sydney  en  rnutt\  he 
saw  much  fruit  of  his  labours,  and  in  Auckland,  where  he 
assisted  Mr,  Buddie  d\ivvw^^l\.  \iaw\^f>^  \iio»^xNR.^\x\.'^^ 
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Islands,  similar  results  followed.  As  the  years  went  by 
these  multiplied.  He  was  sent  to  the  Newark  Station  to 
learn  Maori,  and  soon  acquired  the  language.  In  Hoki- 
anga  he  also  fourid,  in  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Hobbs,  a 
wife,  who  was  not  only  thoroughly  conversant  with  Maori, 
but  one  whose  well-furnished  mind,  gracious  manner,  and 
true  devotion,  made  her  a  splendid  helpmeet.  For  about 
fifteen  years  Mr.  Kirk  laboured  in  the  Maori  mission,  for 
twenty-three  years  more  he  occupied  some  of  the  principal 
pulpits  in  our  European  churches  with  great  honour  to 
himself  and  advantage  to  the  Connexion.  He  also  served 
a  term  as  President  of  the  C(mference,  and  was  (m  several 
occasions  elected  Chairman  of  the  District.  Beloved  and 
esteemed  by  all,  he  now  lives  in  retirement  at  Petone,  but 
preaches  as  frecjuently  as  his  stiength  permits. 

Upon  Mr.  Kirk  was  placed  the  responsibility  of  opening 
the   long-thought-of  mission  on  the  Wanganui  Kiver.     It 
had  been  long  delayed,  partly  because  of   the   scarcity  of 
agents,  and  partly  because  the   Rev.    R.  Taylor,  Anglican 
missionary  of  Putiki,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the 
native    settlements    up    the    river,    was 
strongly  opposed  to  a  W(\sleyan  mission- 
ary being  stationed  there.     P>ut  recjuests 
from  the   natives   for   such  an   appoint- 
ment were  persistent,  and  Mr.  Whitelcy, 
who  had  recently  visited  Taupo,  strongly 
urged  it.      More    help,    too,    w;is  needed 
in    the    Taranaki    South    circuit.      The 
Auckland  District  Meeting,  held  in  July, 
1848,   therefore   decided   that    the   Uev. 
G.  Htannard,  should  pnjceed  to  Waito- 
tara,  the  Rev.  W.   Kirk   to  the  Wanga- 
nui  River,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Skinner,  tlu^ 
cabin-boy   of  the    *' Hannah,"  who   had 
become     converted,    and     been    made    a 
catechist — to    Taupo.     It   was  no  light 
undertaking  for    a   young  man   of  two 
and  twenty,  and  his  ne^wly-married  wife, 
thus   to  start  a  station   in  a  district  in 
which  tliey  Nvere  entire  strani^ers.      Nor 
do  the  arrangements   which   were  niadt* 
for  their  transit   strike  one  as  thehaj)- 
piest.     At  that  time   the    only  persons 
acquainted    with    the   Wanganui   River 
were   Messrs.  Taylor   and   Watt   -after- 
wards   merchants    there.      They    ran    a 
vessel  between  the  settlement  and  Wellington,  and  it  would 
seem  to  have  been  the  wisest  course  for  the  newly-appointed 
missionaries  to  proceed  by  their  boat.     Instead  of  that,  a 
little  schooner  called  the  "  Harriet  Leithart  "  was  chartered 
in  Hokianga  to  convey  Mr.  and  Mrs.   Kirk   from   thence, 
and  Mr.  and  Mis.  SUmnard  from  Manukau  to  Wanganui  ; 
while  Mr.  Skinner  went   overland   from   Taranaki.     The 
crew    of  the  schooner    consisted  of  the  captain  and   two 
sailors,    and    none   of   them  had  ever  been  so  far  south 
previously.     A  few  articles  of  fu/niture  and  some  doors 
and  windows  for  the  dwellings  were  prepared  at  Mangungu, 
and  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Kirk,  with  Mr.  Hobbs,  who  wtis  to  see 
them  settled,  prepared  for  embarkation.     Rut  for  weeks 
the  vessel  was  detained  in  the  river   by   unusually  stormy 
weather  ;  when   they  did  cross  the  bar  she  struck   more 
than    once,    and    the  sea  broke  over  her.     At   Manukau 
there  was  a  further  detention.     Off  Taranaki  there  was  a 
succession  of  gales,  and  she  had  to  lay-to  for  several  days. 
On  coming  to  Waitotara  the  captain  wanted  to  land  them, 
and  would  have  run  in  but  for  Mr.  Hobbs,   who  insisted 
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that  Wanganui  was  a  much  larger  river  than  that.     Tlicy 
therefore  kept  on   their  way,  and  about  f»mr  o'clock,  on  a 
l)erfectly   calm  evening,   were  off  the  Wanganui  Hea^k 
They  could  have  landed,  but  as  there  were  no  signals  the 
captain  resolved  to  wait  till  morning.     It  was  time  they 
were  in  port.      Their  provisions  were  exhausted,  and  they 
were  joking  over  the  fact  that  they  would  need  to  rig  up  a 
steel  mill  and  grind  some  fowl-wheat  they  had  on  hoard. 
The  delay  proved  disfvstrous.     It  was  tiie  night  before  the 
great  earth(juake  in  Wellington,  and  a  heavy  gale  sprang 
up.     The  capUiin  in  vain  tried  to  run  for  Mana  or  Kapiti, 
and   at  four  in   the  morning,  in    the  midst  of  a  fearful 
tempest,   the    little    vessel    went   ashore.      At   once,  the 
captain  called  up  his  passengers  to  meet  their  death.     The 
ladies  were  lifted  on  deck  just  as  they  rose  from  their  beds. 
Amid  the  goods  which  lumbered  the  deck,  and  with  the 
waves  breaking  over  them,  they  lay  in  the  <larkness  in  a 
most   anxious    stat(».     Fortunately,    when    daylight  came, 
they  found  they  were  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  and 
able  to  get  ashore.       Mr.  Hobbs  went  up  to  the  settlement 
for  assistance.      Major   Wyatt,    the  mili- 
tary    commandant,     sent     a    party   <if 
soldiers,   and    their    goods    were  landed 
without  further  damage,  but  the  schooner 
became   a    total    wreck.     Although  the 
town  was  in  a  panic  through  the  ea,rth- 
([uake,    and  chimneys  were  levelled   in 
all   directions,  the  people  showed  them 
much  kindness,  and  cm  the  following  Sun- 
day the  three  missionaries   preached  in 
a  Large   raupo    church    whieh   had  been 
ennted   by  the  settlers.     The   following 
week,    Messis.     Hobbs    and     Kirk   pro- 
ceeded up  the  river  to  reconnoitre.  They 
found     several    of    the    nearer     kaingas 
weie    suj>pli(*d     with    services    by     the 
Anglicans,   and,   on    the    advice  of  the 
natives,   Ohintmutu   was  decided  on  as 
the  site  foi    the  station,   and  land  duly 
purchased.     Ohinemutu  was  not  far  from 
Pipiriki,  and  sujjposed  to  \^e  about  eighty 
nni(\sfroni  Wanganui.  The  Maoris  agreed 
to  huihl  a  house  for  the  young  missionary 
and   his  wife,    which   was  to  be  paid  for 
by    goods.     It  was  of  a  very   primitive 
character.        They     had     abundance    of 
wheat -straw,  and,  inserting  poles  in  the  ground,  they  used 
this  for  walls.     Consequently,  it  was  far  from  vermin-proof. 
]n  this  shed  of  thirty  feet  by  fourteen,  which  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kirk   divided    into   three  rooms,  and  which  had  neither 
floor  nor  chimney,  they  lived  for  twelve  months.    All  their 
cooking  was  done  in  the  open  air.     A  small  weather-board 
cottage^  was  then  erected,  and,  with  stone  from  the  river,  a 
chimney    built     In    this   isolated  spot,   where   for  weeks 
and  even  months  at  a  time  they  did  not  see  a  white  man, 
or  receive  a  letter,  they  resided  for  four  yeirs.     Travelling 
to  Wanganui  was  dithcult,  and  involved  four  days'  journey 
in  canoes.      The  strain  wjvs  severe.     On  one  occasion  Mi-s. 
Kiik  was  ill  with  brain  fever,  but  the   natives  demanded 
such  an  exorbitant  sum  for  fetching  a  medical  man  from 
town  that  the  idea  had   to  be    abandoned.     Fortunately, 
Mr.  Skinner  just  then  arrived   on  a  visit,  and  was  able  to 
suggest  remedies  which  proved  effective.     Some  few  of  the 
Maoris  had  been  converted  at  Mr.  Skevington's  station  at 
Waingongoro  ;  but  most  wore  still  heathens,  though  will- 
ing to  be  taught.     Gradually  the  missionary  and  his  wife 
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in  gaining  their  confidence,  and  enlisting  their 
n.  Some  signal  instances  of  a  spiritual  change 
jssed.  A  chief  named  Ngapara  luid  l>ecn  a  great 
rrior,  and  was  the  terror  of  tlie  wliole  district, 
influence  of  the  Gospel  he  Ix^came  as  gentle  jus 
That  he  might  be  near  the  niis'sionary  he  built 
louse  close  to  the  station.  Th(»re,  he  leanunl  to 
Wble,  and  oft(^n  for  h«)urs  together  he  might  be 
fig  so,  finding  therein  his  greatest  delight.  A 
eh  was  put  up  at  ()hin<Mnutu  free  of  cost,  and 
services  and  class  meetings  were  well  attended. 
•eix),  a  village  about  ten  miles  down  the  riv(»r,  a 
;  start<Ml.  There  was  a  population  of  ybcmt  two 
here.  They  also  built  a  church  ;  all  att^'ntled, 
,1  were  enrolled  as  church  nuMnbers.  At  Manga- 
D,  twelve  miles  distant,  another  church  was 
In  the  Tuhua  district,  some  seventy  miles 
the  interior,  there  were  also  several  preaciiing 
1  these  were  regularly  visited.     Taupo   was  also 


the  Industrial  Sc1uh>1  in  connection  with  the  Grey  Institu- 
ti<m  at  New  Plymouth.  Mr.  Kirk  remained  at  Ohine- 
mutu  for  four  years.  An  excellent  orchard  was  plant(Ml 
there,  and  twenty  years  after  the  Maoris  used  to  bring 
fruit  therefrom  to  Wanganui  -  probably  they  do  so  still. 
No  successor  was  app)int(Kl  to  Mr.  Kirk  on  this  station. 
He  is  of  opinion  that  if  Wanganui  and  Taupo  were  taken 
up  somewhat  precipitati»ly,  they  were  too  hastily  aban- 
don(?d.  Then^  seems  every  refison  tx)  suppose  this  w^as  the 
cfuse  :  but  permancMit  gotni  wtis  done,  and  even  to-day  in 
the  n(»ighbourhood  of  Ohin(Mnutu,  and  at  several  kaingas 
near,  there  aie  natives  who  wen^  baptised  duiing  the  time 
of  his  residence. 

Meantime,  in  the  older  stations  work,  Wius  being  dili- 
gently carried  on,  and  with  a  fair  measure  of  success.  After 
Mr.  Skcvington's  death,  Mr.  Wo(m  was  appoinUnl  to  the 
district  he  had  occupi(»d,  but  fixed  his  residence  at  VVai- 
mate.  The  district  being  still  too  extensive  Mr.  Stannard 
was    settled   in   Waitotara  in    1<S|8.      Mr.   Watkin  found 


Station,  Maxguxgu,  on  the  Okika  Rivkk,  with  thk  Mangamika  and  Waihou  a.s  Tkibltakies. 


.  Kirk  s  superintendence,  and  he  preached  at  the 
kingas  there  on  several  occasions.  At  Wanganui, 
vice  was  occiisionally  held.  All  this  involved 
travelling.  Not  infre<|uently  the  streams  were 
ind  he  had  to  be  carried  across  by  the  natives, 
spite  all  their  efforts,  h(»  was  often  wet  to  the 
lOurs  at  a  time.  Sometunes  precipitous  cliffs  had 
ed  by  a  rotten  supple-jack  hwlder.      On  one  visit 

passed  through  an  (extensive  forest  of  the  towhai 
e  fruit  of  this  was  the  favourite  food  of  th(»  native 
he  found  that  these  rats  were  preserved  for  focnl 

thcni  in  their  own  fat,  :is  is  now  done  with  the 
irds  at  Stewart  Island.  At  fii-st  the  Taupo 
ere  indifferent  to  Mr.  Skinner's  ministrations,  but 
iligencc  and  consiste^ncy  he  eventually  gained  a 
uenceover  them.  They  built  him  a  good  house, 
greeted  several  church&s.  After  being  there  two 
years -Mr. -Skinner  was  removed  to  sujwiinteud 


great  dithculty  in  overtaking  the  needs  of  the  Maoris  in 
Otago,  owing  to  the  distances  at  which  they  resided  ;  but 
he  w;is  everywiiere  kindly  rec(?ived,  and  therti  were  cases 
of  conversion.  Fiom  Aotea  in  1848  Mr.  Smales  reported 
that  in  three  years  preceding  he  had  not  known  of  a  single 
case  of  infanticide*  or  nmrder.  The  Maoris  had  begun  to 
keep  sheep  and  cattle,  as  well  as  to  grow  wheat.  For 
grinding  their  grain  a  water-mill  had  recently  be«m  erected, 
and  the  cost  of  it  -  f80 — had  been  almost  entirely  defrayed 
by  the  sale  of  pigs.  In  addition  to  the  ordained  mission- 
juies,  several  lay-agents  or  catecbists  were  now  employed. 
Mr.  Schmickenberg  was  at  Mokau,  Mr.  Miller  at  Wakatu- 
mutunm,  Mr.  Hough  at  Patea,  Mr.  Jenkins  at  Chmdy  Bay, 
as  well  as  Mr.  Skinnier  at  Taupo.  Native  local  preachers, 
class  leaders,  and  exhorters  were  duly  appointed,  and  did 
their  work  faithfully.  How  thoroughly  some  of  the 
Native  circuits  were  organised,  and  >nI\«A,  vaVv^x!^.  '^s^.^^x- 
vision  o£  lV\e  Native  a.\g«iw\;&  ^^&  \i^«.^»s»x^^  ^'^  ^^^^^f^ax 
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by  the  foilowiug  specimen  of  the  first  Native  Local 
Preachers'  Plan  among  the  Ngatiruanui,  issued  after  the 
Rev.  J.  Skevington's  death,  and  probably  prepared  by 
Mr.  Hough  :— 

He  Pukapuka  whakaatu  i  nga  tikanga  mo  nga  kai 
Kauwhau  o  te  Hahi  Weterana  O  Ngatiruanui.  Inga  ra 
hoki  e  haere  ai  ratou. 

Ko  te  tikaiiga  mo  te  mahi  (koia  tenei) :  me  Kauwhau, 
me  korero  whakakaha,  ki  ia  kainga,  ki  ia  kainga,  kua 
oti  noi,  te  tuhituhi  i  tenci  pukapuka — Ko  te  Haere  ia,  me 
haere  takirua,  takirua. 

Teoa:  Kei  nga  kai  Kauwhau,  O  Hcretoa,  te  mabi  ki 
Waiaua,  ki  to  utuaroa,  ki  pnkekowhatu,  ki  moutote, 
ki  puDgaraircro. 

3     Mo  haeretahi,  a   Hotni,   raua   ko  Tainati,  ki   enei 
kainga 
Ihaia,  raua  ku  Hakupa 
Ohaia,  raua  ko  to  Rawiti 
Puuiipi,  niua  ko  Ai>orahauia 
Poharania,  raua  ko  llohua 
Hakarai,  raua  ko  Nikorima 
Tena :  Kei  nga  kai  Kauwhau  o  ruiiga,  to  mahi  ki  Oliawe, 
Pakeoha,    Puketi,  Turangairero,  Ohungui,    Munawa- 
pou,  Tautnaha. 

3     Mo  haore  tahi,  a  Matiu   WaUi,  raua   ko  Tnituha,  o 

inauawapou 
Timoti,  raua   ko  Kiliari    \Vatoni, 

iiuu  (Tairoa  of  Patoa) 
Hohepa,  niua  Ko  Kuka,  o  Patoa 
Matiu    iMatai,    raua    ko     Pita,    o 

Manawapou 
WirtMiiu     Nera,    <i     Manawapou, 

raua  ko  Parata,  <>  Taunialia 
Parata   Matiu,   o  Tauinaha,   raua 

ko  Kuoku  o  'ruraiigain?i-e 
lloani,  raua    ko     llawiti,    o   Tu- 

rangairero 
Paoro   o   Turangairerr,   raua    ko 

'J'aitulia,  (>  Manawapou 
Paraoni,  <>  I'uketi,  raua  ko  Uoro- 

mona,  o  l'uk(>oha 
Tauiati   i((>ina,  o   Dliawe,  raua  ko 

to  Wutulmulii,  ()  'liiranj;airero 
Paloroniu,      raua      ko     lieuii,    u 


1846. 
Hanaero 

Pepaere 
Maehe 

Hannere 

Pehnera 
Maehe 
Apereira 
Mei 


17 
31 
14 
28 
14 


17 

31 
14 


14 
28 
11 
25 
9 


This  writing  ia  to  direct  the  preaohen  of  the  Wesleyao 
Church  in  Ngatiruanui,  and  the  dm  also  when  they  an 
to  go.  The  order  of  work  b  this :  To  preach,  to  enooor^e 
in  the  different  places  as  written  in  this  document  The 
order  of  going.    Let  them  go  two  and  twa 

1846.       That:  The  preachen  of  Hereto^  the  work  at  Waiaaitt 
Umoroa— the  Pokekowhata  to  Moatoti  to  Pangaima 

January      3    Let  them  go  together,  James  and  Thomas,  to  thoii 

places 
17  „  Ifaiah  and  Jacob 

81  „  „  Josiab  and  Darid 

Febrnary  14  „  „  Bnmby  and  Abraham 

28  „  f,  Abealom  and  Joahoa 

March       14  ,,  „  Zachariah  and  Nioodemus 

Thoa :  The  preachers  above  are  to  work  at  Ohawe,  PBk»> 
oha,    Poketi,    Taraugairere,    Ohangai,    Manawapoi, 
Tauniaha. 
January      3     Lot  them  go  together,  Matthew  Watere,  and  Titni  of 

Manawapou 
„  „  Timothy  and  Richard  Watna 

Tairoa  of  Patea 
„  ,,  Joseph  and  Luke  of  Patea 

„  „  Matthew   Matai  and  Peter  of 

Mangawapou 
,,  „  William   Naylor  of   Manawip 

pou  and  Brother  of  Tti- 
maha 
,,  „  Brother  Matthew  of  Taunabs 

and  Enoch  of  Turangairen 
„  „  John  and  David  of  Tnraagai- 

rere 


17 

31 
February  14 

28 


March        14 


2H 


April 


11 


May 


9 


23 


23 


Oliaiipii. 


An  honoured  luissionaiy's  wife  lias  t'liniisluul  us   with 
the  following  translation  : — 


,,  „  Paul     of    Turangairere    sad 

Titus  of  Manawapou 
„  ,,  Brown  of  Pnketi  and  Solomon 

of  Pukeoha 
„  ,,  Thomas  Baynor  of  Ohawe  and 

Waterhouse    of  Tnrangai- 

rere 
,,  „  Bartholomew    and   James  of 

Ohangai. 

A  similar  {)Ian  of  the  work  in  the  churches  from  Patea 
to  W'aii^aehu  was  also  prepared  with  equal  i>articularity. 
They  sliow  the  willingness  of  the  native  converts,  the 
n»a(liness  with  which  the  people  listened  to  men  of  their 
own  race  preaching  the  Gospel,  and  the  careful  superin- 
tendence exercistnl.  This  was  typical  of  what  was  being 
(lone  els(> where,  and  is  a  proof  of  the  widespread  and 
patient  effort  put  forth  in  the  rapidly-extending  churchetf. 


CoLLKCTiox  or  Tomahawks, 
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Chapter  VII.— EDUCATIONAL  ZEAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  TRAINING. 

Stxophiii.— InUlllRcnoe  Reqaihite  to  Devotion— 8choolmaHt*T  and  KvanKtIiHt— Karly  Kffoitu— l>ifllcultU's.  Monetary— AKi-ntn.  Lack  of  Tontrol— Flr«»t  AttemptH  WhoIlT 
IWUf,'iouM— EnlarKement  of  Curriculum  -AptneHt  of  Pupils— (fradi'd  SchooU— KttucAtiuiml  l*oIir\'()iitliiU'd— (iraflon  Road  Nativr  Institution— StlrriuK  turn's— 
Thrw  KinR«— The  Vini  Principal,  Rev.  A.  Reid— Nuaibt-rH  AttiMidin^— AtUiiinuntH— Imlustriiil  \V«irlf-Col1e„'e  liuildinijH  -TlwfJrey  Institute,  Taranaki— Kai 
Iwi— Wcllinifton  KndowraentH— Conditions  of  Educational  Trusts— G<»virninent  Aid— Trilmt*'  t<>  Sir  (iiorRr  Ony— Yilla«t.  Schools— IU-ku I tH  of  Education  in  a 
Siniflti  Oen<>raUon. 


IT  has  fnM^uently  been  artiriiuMl  that  **  Ignorance  is  tlie 
mother  of  devotion."  A  greater  misstatement  could 
Hcarcelv  Iw  expressed  in  few  words.  Ignorance  may 
bo,  anil  often  has  b<H»n.  the  fruitful  parent  of  superstiticm  : 
of  true  religion  it  may  be  said,  in  the  wonls  of  Holy  Writ, 
"  Wisdom  and  knowledge  are  the  stability  of  thy  times  ; 
and  stnjngth  of  salvaticm."  Hence,  in  all  modern  mis- 
sions, the  work  of  the  evangelist  and  that  of  the  school- 
master have  iKM^n  conjoine<l.  Inde(»d,  the?  missionari(»s 
have  often  found  that  the  In'st  method  of  t^vangi^lisation 
was   hv   acting   as   day-school  teach(M*s.     They  wen?  thus 


exj>eriment  was  repeated,  what  was  jn'actically  a  lx>arding- 
school  commenced,  and  boys  and  girls  n»c(»ived  from  the 
out-districts.  Primary  sch(M)ls  were  stjirted  in  all  the 
villages,  and  at  stat4?d  hours  th(»  missionaries  gave  them- 
selves t^)  th(»  work  of  instruction  in  reiwling  and  writing. 
The  London  Committee  was  appc^aUnl  to,  and  supplies  of 
slates,  pencils,  copybooks,  and  other  educational  appliances 
were  sent  out.  As  the  Mission  extcnd(Ml  this  process  w*is 
repeated,  and  wlu  never  preaching  services  were  held  for 
the  adults,  then^  was  at  least  an  attempt  niiuh*  to  instruct 
the   children.     Obviously,     there    were  grave   dilliculties. 


Wksleyax  Missidx  Station,   Kawmia,  lsi."i.— (From  <,)ii 

So]>teinlM'r 

enabled  to  become  acquaintcnl  with  the  mental  powers  and 
habits  of  their  people,  to  extend  their  int(»llectual  horizon, 
and,  by  communicating  knowledge,  sap  the  foundation  of 
their  superstitious  practices.  ^roreov(»r,  the  facts  thus 
placed  Ijefoi-e  them  gave  them  fi*esh  focKl  for  thought, 
directed  that  thought  into  healthier  channels,  and  so 
tenderl  to  raise  and  purify  their  minds.  To  som*»  extent, 
the  foundei*s  of  the  Mtuni  Mission  had  all  this  In^fon; 
them  when  they  first  came  to  the  country.  As  the  years 
passed  by  they  became  increasingly  conscious  that  only  by 
developing  the  educational  side  of  their  work  could  its 
permanence  and  stability  b<^  secured. 

As  already  related,  even  in  the  first  years  at  Wesley- 
dale  they  recognised  the  need  of  sch(N>ls,  actually  com- 
mencc*d  them,  and  took  a  few  of  the  more  promising  la<ls 
to  live  under  their  own  roof,  that  they  might  be  trainiM^l. 
Ill    Manf^ungu,   as   soon  as  they  were  fairly  settled,  the 


:hm«t1v  P;i|M'I' of  Wrslcvnn  Mission  Hniisc,  liomloii, 

The  missionari(»s  wen*  not  trained  teachers  :  some  develojXMl 
an  aptitude  for  this  work,  but  others  always  found  it  a 
weariness.  Th(Mr  duties,  to  >,  w«'re  multifarious.  As  we 
have  seen,  tlwv  had  to  be  the  architects  and  builders  of 
their  own  dwellings.  Provisions  for  themselves  and  fami- 
lies had  to  U'  <>htain(Hl  by  the  slow  meth(Kl  of  barter. 
There  was  translation  work  to  h(»  d<in(»,  and  a  granunatical 
as  well  jis  collo(|uial  knowledge  of  the  language  to  be  at- 
tained. They  felt,  too,  that  they  were  essentially  pn»iu*hers, 
and,  for  th(»  purpose  of  proclaiming  tht*  Oospel  message, 
often  went  to  a  considerable  distance,  such  excursi<ms 
occuj)\ing  several  days.  All  this  told  against  the  regu- 
larity of  school-work.  The  pupils,  t(K),  were  not  amenable 
to  discipline.  Never  having  been  subjected  to  control  by 
their  parents,  th(\v  were  not  willing  to  subnnt  to  that  of 
the  missionary.  When  they  chose  they  came,  and  when 
their  inclinations  were  otherwise*,  or  thev  were  chidden  fur 
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a  fault,  they  absented  themselves.  Tuition  was,  of  course, 
in  their  own  language — they  knew  no  other — and  it  was 
rightly  judged  that  to  enable  them  to  read  and  writ«  in 
their  mother  tongue  was  the  first  duty.  The  supreme  aim 
was  always  to  teach  them  the  fear  and  love  of  God. 
Naturally,  therefore,  catechetical  memorising  and  the 
reading  of  the  Scriptures  occupied  the  first  place,  and 
in  the  examinations  proficiency  in  the^je  departments 
gained  distinction  and  applause.  It  was  soon  found,  how- 
ever, that  the  Maoris  were  apt  at  figures ;  so  arithmetic 
lessons  were  introduced.  Accounts  of  fortugn  countries 
were  eagerly  listened  to,  and  tlius  in  an  informal  manner, 
geography  found  a  place  in  the  curriculum.  For  the  mission- 
aries themselves  to  keep  all  th(»  schools  going  wjis  clearly 
impossible,  as  frequently  a  dozen   kain.<jjas  or  more  were 


slender  allowances,  and  the  charge  on  the  mission  shortly 
became  considerable. 

All  these  facts  soon  became  patent.  At  their  annual 
district  meetings  the  missionaiies  discussed  them.  They 
had  a  strong  conviction  that  the  people  ought  to  be 
educated.  To  secure  regularity  of  attendance  and  con- 
tinuous application,  it  was  felt  that  the  children  must  for 
a  time  be  taken  from  their  homas,  and  removed  fn>m  the 
dissipating  intiuences  of  the  Maori  kainga.  To  gain 
respect  and  exercise  authority  and  influence,  the  teachers 
must  be  considerably  in  advance  of  their  scholai-s  both  as 
to  actual  knowledge  and  in  educational  processes.  Thus 
there  ca  ne  to  be  a  general  agreement  that,  while  the 
village  schools  were  continued,  it  was  expedient  to  have 
also  a  central  school   in   each  circuit,  to  which  the  more 
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under  one  man's  charge.  The  most  advanced  scholar  in 
each  settlement,  or,  sometimes,  the  man  of  most  characU^r, 
was  therefore  recognised  as  a  teacher  :  but,  with  the  best 
intentions  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  thus  appointed, 
the  experiment  was  not  always  a  success.  They  did  not 
see  the  necessity  of  daily  attendance  and  regular  hours. 
They  were  often  very  little  in  advance  of  their  pupils,  and 
the  quick-witted  and  restless  boys  and  girls,  impatient  of 
European  direction,  were  still  less  disposed  to  be  chocked 
by  one  of  their  own  race.  Further,  the  keeping  of  these 
schools,  even  in  a  primitive  and  simple  way,  entailed  con- 
siderable expense.  The  natives  could  not,  or  would  not, 
meet  this — perhaps  it  was  scarcely  reasonable  at  the  outset 
to  expect  them  to  appreciate  it  sutliciently  to  do  so.  The 
missionaries  were  unabh*   to  provide  funds  from  their  own 


promising  scholars  could  be  drafted,  and  living  there  and 
l)eing  closely  supeivised,  could  be  trained  to  habits  of  order, 
tidiness,  and  regularity.  Then,  there  must  also  be  a  higher 
school  or  training  c()llege,  where  those  who  had  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  circuit  schools  might  be  received, 
and  fitted  for  the  position  of  ministers  and  teachers.  As 
N(^w  Zealand  had  now  become  a  British  colony,  it  was 
r«»cognised  as  desirable  that  they  should  learn  English. 
It  was  further  hoped  that  the  sons  of  chiefs  who  would 
inherit  large  tracts  of  land,  and  whose  rank  gave  them 
large  influence,  would  by  such  an  education  become  fitted 
to  sustain  and  discharge  the  responsibilities  of  their  posi- 
tion. To  add  to  their  comfort,  and  to  enable  them  to  cul- 
tivate their  land  to  the  l>est  advantage,  some  acquaintance 
with  the  mechanical  arts  was  requisite,  and  so  it  was  seen 
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that  book-1  earning  should  be  associated  with  industrial 
work  of  some  kind. 

In  the  memorable  Special  District  Meeting,  held  in 
Auckland  shortly  after  Superintendent  Lawry's  arrival, 
ther»»  was  a  general  consensus  of  opinion  on  these  points. 
They  determined  that  the  time  was  fully  come  to  systema- 
tize their  efforts,  and  that  the  sooner  the  central  institution 
was  started  the  better.  It  was  wisely  agreed  to  seek  the 
help  of  tlie  colonists  in  tlie  undertaking.  On  the  14th 
May,  1844,  a  public  meeting  was  lield  in  Auckland  for 
the  purpose  of  enlisting  their  sympathy.  There  was  an 
mterested  audience,  and,  after  a  brief  statement  of  the 
plan  proposerl,  the  following  resoluticms  were  unanimously 
Jidoptoil  :  — 

1     "  That  it  appears  to  this   meeting  very  desirable  to 


W.  E.  Cormack,  Esq.,  and  supported  by  Thomas  Cleghom, 
Esq. 

3.  "  That  as  funds  will  be  required  to  commence  and 
carry  on  such  an  institution,  Alexander  Kennedy,|Esq.,.be 
requested  to  act  as  treasurer,  and  the  Rev.  |  Thomas 
Buddie  as  secretary."  Moved  by  W.  S.  Grahame,  Esq., 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Robinson. 

4.  "That  a  committee  (to  act  for  one  year)  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  and  controlling 
the  same ;  that  Dr.  Martin,  Messrs.  Brown,  Cleghorn, 
Cormack,  W.  S.  Grahame,  G.  Grahame,  and  Vayle,  with 
the  Wesleyan  Missionaries,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary  {ex 
officio)  be  the  committee  for  this  year."  Moved  by  the 
Rev.  T.  Buddie,  and  seconded  by  George  Grahame,  Esq. 

5.  "  That  for  the  purpose  of  securing  an  early  commence- 
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instruct  a  selected  number  of  the  natives  of  New  Zealand 
in  our  language,  with  a  view  to  their  having  access  to  the 
stores  of  English  literature,  and  also  to  their  becoming 
more  efficient  teachers  of  their  countrymen  in  matters  of 
religion  and  civilisation— to  be  called  the  Wesleyan  Native 
Institution.''  This  was  moved  by  Dr.  Martin,  member  of 
Council,  seconded  by  Dr.  Johnson,  and  supported  bv  Rev. 
J.  Whiteley. 

2.  "That  as  the  vicinity  of  Auckland  is  deemed  the 
most  eligible  locality  for  the  commencement  of  such  an 
institution,  an  early  application  shall  l)e  made  to  the 
Colonial  Government  for  a  suitable  piece  of  land,  and  also 
that  application  be  made  for  the  appropriation  of  a  fair 
and  equitable  proportion  of  the  funds  arising  from  native 
reserves."     Moved  by   Rev.  James   Wallis,   s(»conded  by 


ment  of  the  Native  Institution,  a  subscription  be  forth- 
with begun."  Moved  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Lawry,  and  seconded 
by  Dr.  Martin. 

As  evidence  of  the  interest  awakened,  and  the  general 
favour  with  which  the  project  was  received,  Mr.  Lawry 
states  : — "  The  editors  of  the  three  Auckland  papers  were 
there,  and  offered  to  mlvertise  the  resolutions  gratis  ;  they 
all,  though  differing  on  other  points,  agree  in  the  good- 
ness and  expediency  of  this  object,  wljich  is  no  small 
recommendation.  Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  early 
history  of  Auckland,  will  see  another  proof  of  geneial 
approval  in  the  names  associated  with  the  various  reso- 
lutions. One  of  these,  a  prominent  colonist,  stated  in 
the  meeting  that  he  believed  he  spoke  the  minds  of  the 
people  generally  when  he  said  that  the  continuance  of  the 
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native  race  depended  upon  their  being  instructed  as  was 
proposed,  and  that  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  also  very 
much  depentled  on  their  elevation.  The  colonists  at  tlie 
time  had  very  little  money,  and  some,  according  to  Mr. 
Lawry^s  report,  were  almost  in  a  statti  of  destitution  ;  but 
the  sum  of  £46  158  was  promised  at  the  meeting. 

Application  was,  in  due  coui-se,  made   to   the  Govern- 
ment,  and   on    the  7th   October,   1844,  Governor  P'itzroy 
granted  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  mission  Lot   20  of 
Section  iii.,   Auckland  Suburban  f^nds,  containing  6  acres 
3    roods.     This    section    is    situated   a    little    beyond    the 
present  Auckland  Hospital,  at   the  corner  of  the  Grafton 
and  Carleton  Gore  Roads.     On  it  now  stands  the  Grafton 
Road  Church  and  Parscniage,  and  a  number  of  resi(lenc<'s. 
It  wius  granted  to  Mr    La  wry  in   trust  for  th(»  purpose  of 
a   Wesleyan   Native   Institution  in  ])erpotuity,  and  subsi*- 
quently   wjis  conveyed   by  him  to  a  body  of  trust<M^s,  who 
still   hold  it  for  the  same  pur- 
pose,   and    the    rents    receiv(Ml 
from  leases  of  building  sections 
are   devoted    thereto.     Of   the 
original  Trust  IJoard,  only  o'xn 
Mr.    James     Heron,     is     now 
acting ;       two      others,      Mr. 
Thomas    Russell    and    Mr.    G. 
Elliott- Elliott,  still  survive,  but 
have    removed    to    a   distance. 
On  tliis  land  an  unpretentious 
cottage  was  erected,   wluM'e  the 
Rev.  T.  Ruddle    resided.       A 
plain    building,    to  serve   as   a 
schoolroom  on    weekdays    and 
for  service   on    Sundays,     was 
also  built,  andd(>ri]iit(uies,  tkv., 
for  the  students  were  also  pro- 
vided.    That  they  w(M"e  not  of 
a  very  elal^orate  character  may 
be  inferred  from  the  hwX  that 
ten  years  later  they  an^  said  to 
be    valued  at  £150.     Part  of 
the  original  schoolroom  is  now 
attached  to  the  Grafton    Road 
Sunday  School.      The  mission- 
aries   had    been    on   the  ah^rt, 
and    the    first   students    wen* 
soon    assembled.       They   com- 
prised young  men  from  Wain- 
garoa,      Kaij)ara,      Pehiakura, 
Kawhia,  and  Hokianga.      The 
building   was  formally  opened 
in  1845,  and  the  opening  was 
made  the  occasicm  of  an  interesting  little  ceremony.       Th«' 
Governor    and    other    not*iblcs  wore    prescMit,    also    many 
representative  Maoris,  and   addresses  w«»r(»  delivercvl  indi- 
cating the  objects  sought  and  the  methods  tr>  be  pursued. 
As  showing  the  feeling  with  which  the  n.atives  i(»gar(lwl  it, 
the  following  extracts  from  the  speech  of  William  Nay  lor, 
reported  by  Mr.  Buddl(»  at  the  tim(%  may  b(»  giv(»n  :  — 

"This  is  my  thought.  In  old  times  we  had  no  good. 
We  thought  as  our  fathers  lived  so  would  we  live  We  did 
not  know  the  Christ.  We  wen?  all  mistaken  ;  our  fathers 
were  all  mistaken.  We  used  t^)  go  and  fight  our  friends 
and  relations,  kill  them,  and  eat  them.  Our  friends  and 
relations  used  to  make  war  upon  us,  kill  us,  and  eat  us. 
When  we  first  heanl  of  Christ  we  hjul  two  sidtvs.  We  had 
a  thought  towards  Christ,  and  a  thought  towards  Satan. 
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**  Now,  this  thought  has  come,  this  good  thought  (/.<?., 
the  Gospel).  You  brought  it.  You  showed  us  the  name 
of  Christ  our  Saviour,  and  we  then  considere<l  that  the 
great  and  true  God  was  with  you  and  not  with  us.  Bef.;re 
we  thought  that  we  had  gods  of  our  own  ;  but  when  you 
came  we  saw  that  our  gods  were  no  gods,  and  that  your 
God  >vas  the  true  one.  Hence  we  consider  that  it  is  not 
of  ourselves,  but  by  our  teachers  that  wo  are  what  we 
now  are.  They  told  us  of  Christ  and  of  His  Woi-d,  and 
we  began  to  say  to  each  other,  *  Ijet  us  listen  to  their  talk.* 
Hence  you  now  see  us  sitting  at  peace,  and  upon  tlie  good 
things.  And  T  now  consider  that  if  we  do  wi*ong,  we  do 
wrong  in  your  presence,  who  have  taught  us  the  right,  and 
with  a  knowledge  of  what  is  right,  and  not  in  ignorance. 

''  What  the  Governor  said  about  divisions  in  the  Church 
was  (juite  right.  We  ha\(^  sometimes  b(»en  led  to  think 
that    the   Church  of  England    was  one  Church,    and  the 

Wesleyan  Church  another  ;  but 
I  am  glad  to  hear  from  the 
Governor  that  they  are  one, 
and  have  one  foundation.  We 
have  been  told  that  Wesleyans 
were  all  slaves,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England 
chiefs  ;  that  the  steps  of  the 
Wesleyans  tended  to  hell,  and 
the  steps  of  the  other  to 
Heaven,  and  we  don't  under- 
stand this.  It  did  not  ongi- 
nate  with  us,  but  with  you 
Europeans,  and  we  must  leave 
it  with  you  to  settle.  We 
always  thought  there  was  one 
foundation,  one  ix)ot,  and  that 
the  two  were  branches  of  the 
same,  and  I  am  glad  to  hear 
from  the  Governor  that  it  is  so. 
"  I  approve  of  this  school  as 
a  place  wliere  w(»  may  receive 
instructions,  and  let  all  who 
approve  of  it  come :  and  I  am 
wishful  that  all  the  young  men 
should  be  instructed.  It  is  by 
this — tikanga — that  we  live. 
Tjet  us  rpmember  the  words  of 
Christ  in  Luke,  *  No  man 
having  put  his  hand  to  the 
plough,  and  looking  back,  is  fit 
for  the  Kingdom  of  God.'  This 
word  is  for  me  and  for  all  the 
chiefs.  We  ought  not  to  em- 
eturn  to  evil,  for  it  is  by  this 


then 


brac(»  religion  and 

new  word  w(»  live.     These  are  all  my  thoughts." 

Mr.  Buddie,  as  Principal,  or  Governor,  was  responsible 
for  the  general  oversight  and  Riblical  instructicm,  while 
the  English  teaching  for  the  first  ye^ir  or  two  was  almost 
exclusively  undertaken  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Ijawry.  Nearly  the 
whol(>  of  the  students  applit^l  themselves  with  great  dili- 
gence. Some  made  remarkable  pmgress,  and  of  those  firet 
rec(»ived  there  were  several  who  rendered  excellent  service 
to  th(^  Church  and  Sute  in  after  days.  Better  still,  their 
rc^ligious  life  was  deepened.  Formal  Christianity  gave 
I>lace  to  a  real  enjoyment  of  its  blessings.  Mr.  Buddie's 
powerful  preaching,  pastoral  care,  and  earnest  prayers 
tended  not  a  little  to  this  result.  The  young  Maoris  saw 
in  him  a  man  who  "  walkt»d  with  God,"  and  felt  the  power 
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of  his  example.  One  of  this  writers  earliest  recollections 
of  a  Ma4>n  nnnistcr  is  that  of  tiie  llev.  Hosini  Waiti,  then 
stHtione<l  at  Kaipara.  At  a  missionary  nieetinji;  held  at 
Auckland  in  11*^64,  he  told  the  story  of  his  conversion. 
From  my  own  recollections,  and  an  Jiccount  of  Mr. 
IJumby's  lif(»,  a  reproduction  of  it  is  possible.  He  stated 
that  with  oth«»rs  he  had  been  sent  to  study  at  the  Grafton 
Roml  Institution.  Up  tc)  that  time  his  reli^don  was  a 
profession  only.  He  lM'ha^'ed  properly,  and  attended  ser- 
vices, and  thought  nothin<(  more  wjus  recpiired.  "  It  wjis 
the  death  of  Mr.  Skevinj^ton  that  first  led  me  to  think  in 
m}*  heart.  T  saw  if  I  were  to  die  I  should  not  ^o  to 
Hea\en.  Then,  I  Ix^gan  the  exeicise  of  prayer  ;  I  prayed 
night  and  day.  One  Sabbath  Mr.  Buddie  preached,  and 
told  us  to  finish  tb(»  cultivaticm  of  our  own  gardens  before 
we  wrnt  to  he]])  others.      I  feh  that  I  was  wrong,  and  luul 


Spirit  led  me  into  secret  to  pray ;  and  then  and  there  I 
r(H(Mv«^d  forgiveness.  I  Inward  the  Spirit  witne8.s,  *Thy 
sins  are  forgiv(«n  thee — all  thy  sins.'  He  wiished  my 
heart,  from  all.  His  manifeste<l  love  t4)  me  wjw  so 
great,  I  could  not  understand  it  ;  but  it  has  led  me  con- 
stantly to  cleave  to  Him.  On  the  1st  February  last,  whil*» 
at  secret  pray«M',  I  hiuX  such  great  rejoicing  in  the  over- 
powering love  of  0(k1  that  I  fell  to  the  ground.  So  gieat 
was  the  manifestation  of  Divine  light  to  my  soul  that  the 
water  of  my  (»yes  flowed  abundantly.  Great  is  the  pain 
of  my  heart  for  the  love  I  feel  to  the  semis  of  my  relations. 
This  my  experience  continues."  It  was  a  r(»markable  testi- 
mony. There  and  then  Iloani  received  the  knowledge  of 
sins  forgiven,  and  that  rcmewal  of  nature  to  which  his  c(m- 
sistent  and  useful  Christian  lif<»  for  many  years  after  testi- 
fied.    Such   experiences  were   typical  and  not  infrequent, 
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great  darkness  of  heart.  On  October  24th  Samuel  (one 
of  the  students)  preached  on  tlu  text,  *  Here  have  we  no 
continuing  city,  but  seek  one  to  come.'  1  M\  from  my 
seat,  went  out,  and  could  not  spt^ak.  I  went  to  secret 
prayer  :  iK^came  as  one  dead  :  0(m1  showed  me  the  great- 
ness of  my  sin,  and  hell  opened  l)efore  me."  Tlu»  burden 
was  intolerable.  He  was  unable  to  sl(»ep.  Near  mid- 
night lie  rapped  at  the  Principal's  dcK)r.  On  Mr.  lUiddh^ 
inquiring  what  was  the  matter,  he  said,  "Oh,  sir,  my  sins 
press  me  down  :  will  you  not  pray  foi  me?"  No  s(»c<md  in- 
vitation was  ne<Hled,  and  soon  Pjurop(»an  and  Maori  w(M*e 
pra\'ing  together  in  the  Institution  room.  "  P"or  three 
dajs  and  thive  nights  my  heart  would  not  rest,  nor  its 
trouble  subside,  l)ecause  of  the  greatness  of  my  fear.  On 
Thursday  night,  at  the  class,  Mr.  lUiddle  urgcnl  me  to  pray 
to    G<k1    for  forgiveness.     On    the   following  Friday,  thc» 


and  were  wonderfully  helpful,  not  only  to  the  tutoi-s  an<l 
the  young  men  themselves,  but  to  their  relatives  and 
countrymen. 

I'he  Colonial  Oov(»rnment  was  solicitous  to  promote 
Native  (vlucalion  to  the  utmost,  and  cm  April  1st,  184.5, 
another  pi<»ce  of  ground,  containing  19'2  acres,  was  grante(i 
to  th(»  Superintendent  on  the  sam(»  terms  as  that  of 
Grafton  Itoad.  This  grant  forms  the  centnd  ])ortion  of 
the  property  now  known  as  AVesh'y  CN»llege,  Three  Kings. 
Tt  is  situated  abtKit  three  miles  fnmi  Auckland,  and  mid- 
way between  Mount  Eden  and  the  town  of  Onehunga,  the 
territorial  name  being  derivtHl  from  th.ree  volcanic  liills 
which  adjoin  the  section.  By  subsequent  grants,  dating 
from  1S50  to  1858,  further  additions  of  .5"J7  acres,  19 
acres,  65  jicres,  and  20  acres  w(M'e  mad(».  These  also 
were  originally    granted    to   the   Superintendent,  but   ill 
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trust  for  an  induHtrial  school,  and  in  tho  terms  following  : 
— "To  hold  ...  in  trust,  for  the  use  and  towanls 
the  support  and  maintcnanoe  of  a  sch(M>l  for  tho  cnlucration 
of  children  suhjects  of  Her  Maj(»sty,  and  of  children  of 
other  poor  and  destitute  persons,  being  the  inhabitants  of 
the  islands  in  tho  Pticific  Ocean,  as  long  as  religious  educa- 
tion, industrial  training,  and  instruction  in  the  English 
language  shall  be  given  to  youths  educated  therein,  or 
maintained  thereat."  The  property  is  admirably  located, 
and  charming  views  of  the  country  around  are  obtaintMl 
therefrom.  The  greater  part  of  the  first  grant  is  cxciOlent 
land;  some  of  the  other  is  fair,  but  the  five  hundred  and  odd 
acres,  known  as  Waikowhai,  and  fronting  Manukau  Ilar- 
Ijour,  are  of  little  value,  Ixjing  originally  given  as  a  fishing- 
ground  for  the  Maoris.  The  Three  Kings  propeity,  as 
affording  larger  sco])e    than   Oraft/^n   lload   for  industrial 


faning  the  Sabbath  day.  He  proniLsod  to  investigate  the 
matt4'r,  and  endeavour  to  rectify  it.  It  was  their  mn 
thought.  They  had  not  previously  said  to  me  that  they 
intende<l  to  speak  on  the  subject  to  him,  but  they  expn-ssti] 
their  great  conc(»rn  for  the  state  of  their  countrymen,  who 
wc»re  becoming  so  demoralised.  Their  action  wjus  a  pKw- 
ing  indication  of  their  own  views  and  hearts  being  right. 
I  trust  good  will  result." 

With  vice-n»gal  patronage,  Maori  appi-oval,  and  the 
active  sympathy  «)f  Auckland  citizens,  it  might  be  well 
said  that  the  Native  rnstitutitm  when  iauncheil  had  Kith 
wind  and  tide  in  its  favour.  These  wei'e  great  ad  vantage's: 
but  a  still  more  potent  one  was  the  wise  selection  of  the 
first  Principal  and  Hejvdmaster.  It  was  consirlereil  im|jera- 
tive  that  for  training  school mastei's  and  preachers,  one 
w^ho    was   himself   a  trained    teivcher    must    be   obtainwi. 
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training,  and  being  further  romovrd  from  tho  litv,  was 
determined  on  as  th(»  permanent  hotnc  of  thf  Central 
Instituti«)n.  The  foundation-stone  of  the  buildings  there 
was  laid  cm  Aj>ril  olh,  1H4S,  ;ind  in  a  MS.  journal  of 
Mr.  I>uddle's  there  is  the  following  account  of  the  pro- 
cee<ling.s  :  — 

"  At.tench'd  the  laying  of  the  foundation-stone  of  our 
Native  Edu<ational  Kstablishnient  at  Three*  Kin;;s.  His 
F^xcellency  the  (lovernor  in  Chief  (Sir  (Jeorge  (Jrey)  laid 
tlu^  stone,  and  our  (j(  neural  Superintendent  conducted  the 
devotional  part  of  the  service.  Afterwards,  our  natives 
serv(Ml  up  a  Maori  rej)ast  of  potatoes,  {lumpkins,  corn, 
melons,  iV'c,  grown  on  the  spot.  One  of  the  young  men 
of  our  Institution  brought  before  IJis  Excellency  the  state 
of  things  in  this  place  in  refej-ence  to  the  natives  einploved 
on  the  public   works,  neglecting  Divine   worship  and  pro- 


( Fi;u„  ,1  ir,,f,r  ,;>l,,>ir  i>,ii,ttin,/  hi/  Mr.  I[nr>l,'n^  Xftc  Plintionth.) 

Aj)plication  was  made  to  the  Committee  iti  I^ondon,  and  in 
lesponse  theieto  th(»  Rev.  Alexander  Heid  wq^i  apj^untwl. 
He  saileel  from  London  in  the  ship  **  Knneivlale  ■'  on 
Deceinlur  2l'nd,  IS^s^and  arrivcnl  in  Auckland  early  in 
the  following  April.  To  Mr.  Keid's  vigour,  energy^  en- 
thusiasm, and  eminent  fitness  for  his  tiisk,  the  success  of 
the  Institutiem  was  mainly  attributable.  A  Scotehman 
by  biith.  a  Presbyterian  by  training,  and  a  Meth<»dist  by 
c«>nviction,  Mr.  Heid  was  one  of  English  Methtxlisras 
cln»icest  gifts  to  the  young  colony.  Hrought  upas  a  youth 
to  scientific  horticulture,  at  an  early  age  he  became 
conscious  of  th<»  voi^ation  of  a  teacher,  and  was  tme  of  the 
earliest  students  trained  under  David  Stow's  system  at  the 
Normal  Colle;j:e  at  Glasgow.  He  afterwards  foUowefl  his 
pr«»fessiori  at  Oxforel  and  l»ath.  IVingcalh^l  and  onlained 
to  the  mim'stry  of  the  Church,  he  was    yet    to  the  end  of 
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lentially  a  tea?her,  and  a  teacher  "  to  the  manner 
His  aptness  in  imparting  knowledge,  his  quick- 
see  a  point,  and  Ins  facility  of  illustration  all  made 
nost  competent  instructor  of  youth.  Soon  acquiring 
aori  language,  and  becoming  greatly  interested  in 
Ifare  of  the  race,  and  ardently  devoted  to  its  eleva- 
te threw  himself  into  the  work  with  the  utmost 
iasm.  Whether  on  the  farm,  directing  mechanical 
>r  in  the  schoolroom,  he  inspired  his  dusky  pupils 
,  love  for  their  work.  Their  quickness  at  figuras, 
latural  ability  as  speakers,  and  the  sensitiveness 
they  showed  to  praise  or  blame  all  greatly  interested 
Early  ami  late  he  toiled  for  them  and  with  them. 
same  time  he  regularly  took  his  turn  as  one  of  the 
jrs  in  Auckland  and  its  neighbourhood.  Tn  the 
he  was  a  veritable  Boanerges.  Never  losing  the 
id  mannei-  of  his  country's  best  oratoi-s,  his  utter- 
vere  strong  and  vehement.  While  in  private  and 
sick  room,  he  was  tender  and  sympathetic,  his 
denunciations  of  evildoing,  and  his  scorn  of  m(;an- 
."  lack  of  principle  were  most 
nve.  At  once  he  took  his 
IS  a  prime  fa\<>urite  with  the 
ian  congregations,  and  retained 
le  end  of  his  ministerial  term  of 
JVC  yeai*s.  For  ten  years  Mr. 
ave  himself  without  stint  to  his 
f  head  teacher  of  the  Institu- 
For  f\\o  years  niore  he  laboured 
(lissionary  at  Waipa,  carrying 
!  work  which  Messrs.  IJuddlc 
ittle  had  so  well  begun.  After 
wenty-one  years  were  spent  in 
•y  circuit  work,  principally  in 
ur  chief  cities  of  the  colony, 
le  returne<l  to  his  first  love,  and 
*ee  Kings,  as  Principal  of  the 
)  for  European  and  Maori 
bs,  spent  the  last  seven  years  of 
noured  life.  So  in  1891,  from 
y  spot  to  which  he  came  to  the 
he  was  called  to  his  reward. 
firat  buildings  at  Three  Kings 
)f  scoria,  and  consisted  of  a 
chapel  (also  used  as  a  school- 
with  dormitories  attached,  and 
two  living  rooms.  These  are 
sed  as  barn,  stable,  and  other  out-otlices.  After- 
largely  by  the  help  of  a  liberal  Government  grant, 
esent  sch(x»lroom  of  wood  ((50  ft.  by  30  ft.),  with 
sitting,  sleeping  rooms,  and  kitcht^n,  was  erected. 
i  we  are  fortunately  able  to  give*  two  illustrations. 
still,  the  Principal's  residence,  a  house  of  eight 
a  short  distance  from  the  school,  was  built.  Maori 
was  largely  employed  in  the  erection,  and  it  says 
or  the  excellence,  both  of  timber  and  workmanship, 
tor  fifty  years  wear  and  tear  the  buildings  are  still 
and  used.  It  was  intended  that  girls  as  well  as 
lould  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the  Institution,  and 
time  there  were  from  sixty  to  seventy  actually 
5  there.  Youths  and  young  men  also  came  in  con- 
le  numbers,  living  in  raupo  huts  constructe<l  by 
Ives.  Almost  all  the  notices  of  the  early  history 
ourable,  and  even  eulogistic.  Mr.  Reid's  fame  as  a 
jr  drew  many  visitors  to  the  annual  examinations, 
len  there   the   proficiency   attained  interested  and 
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delighte<l  them.  Writing  to  the  Committee  soon.after  Mr. 
Reid's  arrival,  Mr.  Lawry  says:— "Our  schobl  at  the 
Three  Kings  is  at  present  very  encouraging.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  youths  are  there  devouring  the  instruction  given 
them ;  but  the  expense  of  such  a  boarding-school  is  very 
heavy.  Governor  Grey  is  very  much  our  friend  in  this 
great  effort  to  save  this  fine  nice  of  people.  And  you  have 
demonstrated  your  zeal  by  sending  out  so  many  articles  for 
the  school,  and  a  training-master  and  mistress."  At  the 
Annual  Missionary  Meeting  held  in  Exeter  Hall,  liondon, 
in  May,  1851,  the  new  departure  is  thus  referred  to  :-— 
"  Among  the  rising  generation  there  is  a  general  thirst  for 
knowledge— especially  religious  knowledge — which  we  are 
endeavouring  to  furnish  as  fast  as  our  means  will  pennit ; 
but  the  supply  is  not  ecjual  to  the  demand,  although  the 
Governor  in  Chief,  Sir  George  Grey,  is  most  anxious  to 
aiford  us  all  the  assistance  in  his  power,  both  from  his 
private  purse  and  the  Government  funds.  Our  eflbrts  at 
the  Three  Kings  Instituticm,  where  there  are  about  one 
hundred  an<l  fifty  young  New  Zealandei-s  under  instruction, 
hav(»  been,  so  far,  most  cheering  in 
their  result."  Under  date  October 
9th,  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Buddie 
reports  that  "it  is  as  interesting,  and 
peihaps  more  encouraging  than  almost 
anything  connected  with  our  Mission. 
Mr.  Reid  is  a  most  admirable  man 
for  this  work,  and  has  been  greatly 
blessed.  My  only  fear  sometimes  is 
for  his  health  :  he  labours  beyond  his 
strength.  Beside  all  the  scholastic 
duties,  he  has  a  large  farm  to  over- 
lo(»k,  and  keep  the  pupils  at  their  in- 
(lusti'ial  employments.  They  have 
fenced  in  during  the  year  106  acres  of 
land,  and  have  now  under  crop — 
p(>latoes,  '.\0  acres  ;  wh(»at,  25  ;  maize, 
\'2\  pasturage,  14.  Several  of  the 
elder  l)oys  can  plough  and  harrow, 
ditch  and  fence,  and  others  are  learn- 
ing carpentry  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  an  experienc(»d  tnidesman. 
Till y  have  erected  the  new  buildings. 
The  girls  m.ake,  and  menrl,  and  wash 
thr  clothes  b<)th  for  the  l>oys  and 
themselves  under  Mrs.  Reid's  superin- 
tendence. She  is  a  most  devoted 
woman.  T  wish  ln»r  health  were  equal  to  her  zeal.  1  am 
sure  if  you  could  just  go  over  this  Institution  you  would  be 
delighted  beyond  measure  ;  and  its  fame  spreads.  Most 
respectable  visitors  make  it  a  point  to  see  the  Three  Kings  ; 
and  some  declare  it  is  the  only  thing  worth  coming  to 
New  Zealand  to  see.  This  is  going  t^K)  far ;  there  is, 
thank  God,  much  worth  seeing  in  the  land  as  regards 
moral  changes  among  the  aborigines,  but  this  may  safely 
be  considered  one  of  the  brightest  spots."  He  then  gives 
a  copy  of  a  letter  n»ceived  from  Sir  G.  Grey,  in  which  the 
Governor  states  he  has  approved  the  plans  of  the  schools 
for  boys  and  girls,  authorised  a  grant  of  £000  for  the  same, 
and  hopes  the  girls'  school  will  be  commenced  without  a  mo- 
ment's delay.  Sir  George  adds  that  he  often  thinks  of  the 
school,  and  "  hopes  that  if  he  lives  till  he  is  an  old  man, 
God  will  mercifully  grant  him  the  pleasure  of  revisiting  it, 
and  of  finding  it  an  institution  of  vast  usefulness."  In 
1853  the  Rev.  Robert  Young,  an  eminent  minister  of  the 
British  Conference,  then  on  an  olficial  tour  in  the  colonies, 
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visitec]  the  Institution.  Ho  says,  beside  the  school  projKT, 
dormitories,  and  master's  house,  there  wjis  another  build- 
ing with  six  befh'ooms,  and  a  store.  There  were  also  eleven 
raupo  cottages  for  the  use  of  students.  Some  of  them  were 
married,  and  liveci  in  these,  both  husband  and  wife  being 
students.  Mr.  Young  found  the  total  number  of  persons 
connected  with  the  establishment  to  be  131 — viz.,  71  Iwys, 
25  girls,  IG  monitors,  13  wives  of  monitors,  and  5  infants. 
The  maintenance  was  provided  for  by  grants  from  the 
Government  and  the  Missionary  Society,  the  annual  cost 
of  each  pupil  being  estimated  at  about  £5 — i.e.,  beyond 
the  foo<l  grown  cm  the  farm.  A  public  school  examinatitm 
was  held,  of  which  Mr.  Young  says: — "Copies  were 
written,  all  of  which  wore  praiseworthy,  and  some  truly 
elegant.  In  Gospel  History,  they  stated  in  English,  in 
answer  to  4juestions,  the  vai-ious  facts  connected  with  the 
birth  and  eai-ly  life  of  the  Kedeomor.  In  Scripture  Geo- 
graphy they  showed  gro;it  apti- 
tude, scarcely  making  a  mistake. 
In  Mental  Arithmetic  they  also 
appearcnl  to  ml  vantage,  and  in 
parsing  several  sentences  they 
evinced  a  very  creditable  know- 
ledge of  the  principles  of  gram- 
mar." Mr.  Young  had  had  a 
peculiarly  unfortuiiate  voyage  to 
Australia.  Two  vessels  had 
broken  down  and  been  compelled 
to  return.  The  one  in  which  the 
voyage  was  completed  had  met 
with  severe  storms.  He  says  :  - 
"Mr.  Reid  staU^d  in  the  Slaori 
language  some  of  the  difficulties  T 
had  met  with  in  reaching  this 
country  ;  and  they  readily  trans- 
lated what  he  said  into  English, 
and  then  gave  a  brief  narrative  of 
my  voyage,  with  scune  notic(»  of 
the  different  countries  at  which  1 
had  called.''  He  expresses  his 
admiration  of  their  neat  apptvir- 
ance,  th(*ir  attention,  and  the})ro- 
priety  of  tlieir  behaviour  at  table. 
The  Institution  was  umler  Go- 
vernment inspection,  and  a  few 
sentences  from  the  othcial  repoit 
of  that  inspection  are  also  (juoted 
by  Mr  Young: — "  Several  showed 
a  clear  appreciation  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  fracti<mal  arithmetic.  A  class  was  examined  in 
English  History,  and  afterwards  in  the  outlines  of  human 
anatomy  and  physiology,  with  a  satisfactory  result  in  l)oth 
eases.  They  showed  also  a  good  knowledge  of  geography. 
Some  of  the  boys  have  made  great  progress  in  carpentry, 
under  the  skilful  management  of  Mr.  Boon.  ,  .  .  We 
agree  in  thinking  that  the  skill  and  energy  of  the  master 
of  this  school  are  such  as  to  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  in 
that  respect.  The  school  exhibits  in  a  high  degree  the 
advantages  to  be  obtained  by  the  services  of  a  teacher 
regularly  traine<l  to  the  art."  Students  who  had  proved 
themselves  capable  as  monitors  were  themselves  eventually 
placed  in  charge  of  schools  in  the  circuits,  and  in  (me 
report  it  is  stated  that  six  had  thus  been  appointed. 

The  success  of  Three  Kings  led  to  similar  efforts 
being  made  at  other  centres  in  the  North  Island.  As 
Christianity  had  restored  peace  to  Taranaki,  the  fugitives 
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driven  away  in  former  years  returned  to  their  ancestral 
possessions.  Others  emerged  from  the  bush  settlement's, 
and  once  more  tille<l  the  <:oast  lands  and  fertile  plains.  Their 
numbers  rapidly  increased,  and  from  1843  to,  say,  18r)6 
large  and  flourishing  kaingas  were  numerous.  Hence  it 
was  agreed  to  e.stablish  a  Training  Institution  at  New 
Plymouth.  It  was  located  at  Ngamotu,  on  the  land 
originally  purchased  there  for  a  mission  station.  Started 
during  the  time  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Turton  was  in  charge,  it 
was  called  the  Grey  Institute*,  in  honour  of  the  Governor. 
Buildings  somewhat  of  the  same  character  as  thase  at  the 
north  w^ere  erected,  though  on  a  smaller  scale.  The  land 
wfvs  also  cultivated,  and  a  fair  number  of  students  secured. 
We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  present  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the 
Station  and  the  Instituticm,  taken  from  an  old  drawing 
(s(»e  p.  1 1 4).  P'or  some  years  j\Ir.  Turton  had  cliarge  of 
the  English  as  well  jvs  of  the  Native  work,  and  so  could 
not  give  all  the  time  to  teaching 
which  was  necessary.  To  assist 
him  in  schohostic  duties,  and  also 
to  act  as  overseer  on  the  farm, 
Mr.  Skinner,  who  had  formerly 
been  emplo3'efl  tlu^e,  was  event- 
ually brouglit  back  from  Taupo. 
Subsequently,  the  English  and 
Native  departments  were  dividwl, 
and  while  Mr.  Ironside  and  his 
successors  took  charge  of  the 
former,  Mr.  Turt^n  and,  after- 
wards, Mr.  Whiteley,  were  ap- 
point<Hl  to  the  latter.  In  1854, 
in  additicm  to  the  young  men, 
there  were  twenty  Maori  girls 
residing  there,  under  the  super- 
vision of  Mrs.  Turton.  The 
scholars  Civmo  from  as  far  as 
Mokau  and  Kawhia,  in  the  north, 
to  Waimate  in  th<»  south.  But 
th(M-e  vvas  not  the  same  eagerness 
for  education  which  at  that  time 
prevailed  in  the  nortli.  The 
people,  or  many  of  them,  hiul  been 
slaves,  and  the  e\il  effects  of 
slavery  still  remained.  Mr. 
Whiteley,  however,  was  known 
and  revered  by  all,  luul  great 
inlhu^nce  with  them,  and  so  long 
as  he  lived  a  supply  of  scholars 
was  kept  up.  The  unfortunate  land 
disputes,  which  culminated  in  the  Taranaki  war  of  1860, 
had  bi'eii  seething  for  some  years  previously,  and  this  in- 
UM'fered  with  tlu^  continuity  and  success  of  educational 
work.  The  older  generation  l)ecame  suspicious  of  the 
pakeha,  and  the  young  men  and  women  were  kept  as  much 
as  possible  from  European  influence.  It  is  not  sui-prising, 
therefore^  to  find  that  by  the  year  1859  there  wei-e  only 
twelve  boys  in  residence.  Still,  a  gallant  and  honest  effort 
was  made,  and  for  some  years  a  fair  numl)er  profited  lK»th 
by  the  bo<)k-learning  and  the  industrial  instruction  given. 
From  Patea  southward  along  the  coast-line,  as  well  as  on 
the  Wanganui,  Wangaehu,  Turakina,  and  Kangitikei,  there 
were  large  ancl  populous  native  settlements.  Fi-om  Manu- 
tahi  to  near  Wanganui,  during  several  yeai-s,  almost  every 
village  had  its  church  under  the  care  of  the  mission,  and  in 
tlu^  early  fifties  it  was  comparatively  easy  to  secure  con- 
gregations of  iive  hundred  and  upwards.      By  direction  of 
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the  Kev.  \V.  H.  Boyce,  in  1853,  385  acres  of  land  were 
purcliiisecl  by  the  Missionary  Society  at  Kai  Iwi,  about 
nine  miles  from  Wanganui.  Farm  and  school  buildings 
were  ei-ected,  the  land  brought  under  tillage,  and  a  third 
Institution  started.  It  was  initiated  by  the  Kev.  George 
Stannard,  and  afterwards  was  under  the  charge  of  the 
Revs.  W.  Kirk  and  \V.  J.  Watkin  for  successive  periods. 
At  the  outset  it  gave  very  great  promise  indeed.  To  make 
it  as  effective  cOS  possible  a  trained  sch(M)lmaster  was 
brought  from  England,  Mr.  H.  J.  Allsworth  being  selected 
for  the  position.  He  was  a  local  preacher  of  the  Church, 
and  after  serving  as  teacher  for  some  years,  was  ordained 
as  a  Presbyterian  minister  at  Turakina.  lie  now  lives  in 
honoureil  retirement  at  Pic  ton.  Under  his  care  and  that 
of  the  nvsident  minist4»r,  the  school  was  vigorously  worked, 
and  the  land  brought  into  cultivation.  The  scholars  came 
from  the  Wanganui  River  and  the  Hangitikei  district,  as 
well  as  from  Patea  and  Waitotara. 
Alx>ut  fifty  was  the  average  num- 
l)er,  and  the  cost  about  i'20  each 
per  annum.  According  lo  the 
testimony  given  by  Mr.  Staii- 
nard  before  a  lloyal  Commis- 
sion, about  half  this  was  for 
some  years  received  from  the 
GoNenmient  as  a  capitation  grant, 
and  the  remainder  suj)j>lied  l)y  the 
Mission.  Th(»re,  toi*,  in  tiic  end, 
the  jjcrnirious  war  spirit  event- 
ually broke  uj)  the  establislnnent . 
About  \^{)i)  the  farm  implements 
and  the  stock,  which  had  Ix'come 
valuable,  were  sold  for  t:r>00,  and 
this  amount,  voted  to  the  Wanga- 
nui circuit,  purchase<i  the  exten- 
sive and  valuable  central  site  in 
Victoria  Avenue,  on  i)art  of  which 
the  church  and  parsonage  there 
have  since  been  erected. 

To  complete  the  circle  of  the 
North  Island  it  was  always  in- 
tended that  a  fourth  Institution 
should  be  established  in  or  near 
Wellington.  It  was  hoped  that 
endowments  of  land,  similar  to 
those  at  Three  Kings,  would  be 
obtainefl  from  the  Government, 
and  it  was  suggested  that  thes** 
should   l>e  either  in  the  Hutt   c>r 

Porirua  District — the  fi>rmer  preferably.  Nor  was  there 
any  indisposition  to  make  such  grants,  but  on  ini^uiry  it 
was  found  that  no  suitable  blocks  of  land  were  available 
there.  At  length,  in  1852,  Sir  George  Grey  conveyinl 
73  acres  1  rood  22  perches  of  the  town  lands  of  Welling- 
ton to  tlie  Rev.  James  Watkin,  then  the  Superintendent 
of  W^e«k'yan  Missions  there.  The  deed  recites  that  a 
school  is  about  to  1x3  (established  in  tlu;  provinces  of  New 
Munster  "for  the  instruction  of  our  subjects  of  all  races, 
and  of  children  of  other  poor  and  destitute?  persons  being 
inhabitants  of  islands  in  tlie  Ptu^ific  Ocean,"  and  grants 
the  land  to  Mr.  Watkin,  and  his  successors  in  oHlce,  in  a 
trust  the  terms  of  which  ai-c  identical  with  th(»se  of  the 
Iftter  lands  gran te<l  at  Thret^  Kings  for  an  industiialschcK)l. 
Mr  Watkin  was  most  anxious  to  start  at  one*?,  and  in  his 
correspondence  witli  the  English  Conunittee  the  matter  is 
freijueutly   nientioncil,    and    the   importance  of  a  school- 
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master  being  sent  from  Kngl  .nd  who  could  teach  both 
Native  and  English  children  is  insisted  on.  But  there 
were  grave  practical  ditiiculties.  The  land  in  those  days 
produc(Ml  no  n»venue.  The  Mjwri  population  near  the  city 
steadily  declined.  Land  disj)utes,  and  the  outbreaks  that 
were  the  results  of  tht^m,  uns(?ttled  thost^  who  remained. 
Ultimately,  Mr.  W^atkin  left  the  colony  without  a  start 
being  made.  What  was  to  W".  done  with  the  land  was  a 
frequent  topic  of  discussitui  at  early  District  Meetings.  At 
one  of  theni  it  was  formally  resolved  and  minuttnl  that 
tlu?  most  i>rf>fitable  occupation  of  it  would  be  by  purchasing 
brood  mares  and  grazing  th(Mn  thereon.  After  some  years 
it  was  let  to  Mr.  Moxham  as  a  milk-walk  at  a  small  rental. 
Meantime,  it  had  been  conveyed  by  Mr.  Watkin  to  a 
l»oar(l  of  Trustees.  The  rapid  growth  of  Wellington  City 
had  meantime  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  the  land,  and 
in  ISC).'')  the  Provinci.al  Government  determined  to  take 
seventy  acres  for  the  purpose  of 
r»otanical  Gardens  and  a  K(»crea- 
tion  K(\serve.  It  was  agreed  that 
they  should  })ay  the  Trustees  £'50 
per  acre,  but  as  the  Public  Chest 
was  de])lete(l,  th.ey  wei'e  als»»  to 
]>ay  S  per  cent,  until  the  purchasc- 
mon(»y  was  handed  over.  In  the 
end  the  1*3500  for  th<'  i>urchase 
was  received,  and  d'TSH  (Kid  on 
account  of  interest,  a  further  claim 
of  about  £500  f<n-  interest  being 
still  unsettled.  A  year  later 
nearly  t:300  of  the  principal  was 
spent  in  tiie  purchase  of  lands  at 
Manawatu,  and  afterwards  £50 
at  Kaiwarra,  these  j)ro])ei'ties  l)eirg 
still  hel<l.  It  being  found  imj>os- 
sible  Ui  establish  a  Native  Insti- 
tution, an<i  thei-e  IxMnj;  then  no 
general  system  of  colonijd  educa- 
tion, the  Trustees,  under  the 
ehairmanshij)  of  Ilex.  T.  Ruddle, 
resolved  in  1S71-72  to  open  a  day- 
srhool  in  Wellington,  where,  when 
necessary,  free  education  could  be 
<;iven,  and  a  small  fee  charged  Ut 
others.  Land  at  the  back  of 
Manners  Street  Church,  and  front- 
ing J^ixon  Street,  was  j)urchased, 
and  buildings  erected,  the  entire 
outlay  being  £1200.  A  master 
and  an  assistant  mistr«»ss  were  aj)p(nnted,  the  salaries 
being  pai<l  in  j)art  by  f(»es  and  part  by  monies  invested. 
In  \i<1\)  the  buihlings  were  burned,  and  the  school  has 
sintte  been  carried  on  in  a  buihiing  rented  from  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Taranaki  Street  Church  property.  In  the 
rej>ort  of  a  Royal  Commission  nppointed  to  iiujuire  into  the 
condition  of  Trust  Estates  for  Religious,  Charitable,  and 
Educational  purj)oses  in  l.'^Gi),  it  is  stat^'d  that  the  land 
was  conveytKl  on  the  Church  M<m1{»1  |)e(Ml,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  iK>rtion  sold  to  the  (jovernmeiit  were  *' ap- 
proj)riated  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  Wesleyan  Society." 
This  is  a  grave  error,  and  as  the  report  of  this  Connnis- 
sion  was  reprinted  and  presented  to  the  Parliament  in 
i^W,  it  nee<ls  to  be  corrected.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
proceeds  of  that  sale,  together  with  the  revenue  derived 
fiom  the  remaining  thrc?e  acres,  now  let  on  lease  for  resi- 
dential puii)oses,  ami  of  other  lands  purchased^  have  lv5^ivv 
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invested,  and  recognised  as  belonging  specifically  to  what 
is  known  in  the  Church  as  the  "  Wellington  Native  and 
Destitute  Children's  Educational  Trust."  Less  the 
amounts  expended  on  salaries,  etc.,  they  are  still  held  for 
the  objects  defined  in  the  Trust  vested  in  Mr.  Watkin,  and 
according  to  the  latest  Report,  the  funds  and  property  now 
held  are  valued  at  £8040,  or  double  the  amount  received 
from  the  sale.  The  Conference  of  the  Cliurch  has  recom- 
mended to  the  Trustees  that  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  Trust  more  fully,  and  on  the  only  lines  tliat  seem 
now  possible,  an  Orphanage  and  Industrial  School  sliould 
be  commenced  in  the  Wellington  Provincial  District,  and 
this  proposal  is  now  under  their  consideration. 

The  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  the  Three  ' 
Kings,  Grey,  and  Kai  Iwi 
Institutions  were  largely  due 
to  the  liberal  and  fostering 
care  of  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment. There  was  then  no 
general  Stati*  system  of  educa- 
tion for  the  Eur(>iK3ans,  nor 
was  one  even  thought  of  for 
the  Maoris.  The  Government 
had  neither  the  means  to 
initiate  such,  nor  the  men  to 
carry  it  on.  It  was  therefon^ 
wisely  determined  to  utilises 
the  Missii>n  Agency  for  this 
purpose.  Sectarian  diffe- 
rences were  ignored,  and  grants 
of  land  and  money  were  made 
to  the  Anglican,  Wesleyan, 
and  Roman  Catholic  churches 
for  this  express  purposi*.  An 
annual  vote  of  £7000  towards 
their  support  wa«  .also  given 
by  Parliament  for  sev(»nil 
yeai*s.  The  Anglican  Insti- 
tutions at  St.  Stephen's,  Auck- 
land, at  Gisborne,  Te  Ante, 
Wanganui,  and  Poriruo,  the 
Roman  Catholic  College  at 
Takapuna,  and  our  (iwn  Three 
Kings  and  Wellington  received 
grants  of  land.  According  to 
the  report  presented  to  the 
Conmiission  referred  to  above, 
there  was  voted  from  the 
Public  Funds  towards  such 
Institutions  and  to  Native 
Village  Schools  under  the  ^^^^,^^  ^v^man  and  Childrkn 
charge  of   the    Mission    from  (From  an 

1846  to  1868,  a  total  of  £'77,r)9:5.  Of  that  amount  the 
Wesleyan  Cliurch  rec(Mved  over  £20,000,  the  grants  vary- 
ing from  £10  to  £1800  per  annum.  It  is  safe  to  say  that 
the  Missionary  Society,  during  the  same  period,  exj)ended 
at  least  an  ecjual  sum  for  this  laudable*  object. 

What  the  purposes  and  intentions  of  the  Government 
were  in  thus  endowing  and  subsiding  the  Ccmtral  Institu- 
tions and  aiding  the  Village  Schools  is  lucidly  set  forth  in 
a  memorandum  of  Sir  (jJeorge  Grey,  presented  to  the 
Special  District  Meeting  held  in  Auckland  in  1853,  when 
the  Rev.  R.  Young  was  present. 

Memorandum. 

L   New  Zealand  shall  be  divided  into  convenient  districts 


for  educational   purposes  connected   wish   the   Wesleyan 
Church. 

2.  All  schools  in  such  districts  which  receive  any  por- 
tion of  the  Government  grants  shall  be  conducted  as 
heretofore  upon  the  piinciple  of  a  religious  educati<m— in- 
dustrial training  and  instruction  in  the  English  language 
forming  a  necessary  part  of  the  system  pursued  in  such 
schools. 

3.  The  schools  wliich  are  aide<l  from  the  Government 
grant  may  be  of  three  kinds: — (1)  College,  (2)  Central 
Schools,  (3)  Primary  Schools.  Each  educational  district 
shall  have  at  least  one  central  school,  which  is  to  be  made 
in  as  far  as  possible  the  means  of  multiplying  primary 

schools  in  that  district,  which 
shall  be  regarded  as  being  con- 
nected with  the  central  school 
to  which  they  l)elong. 

4.  The  general  rule  being 
that  the  most  promising  candi- 
dates from  the  primary  schiwls 
shall  have  the  option  afforded 
them  of  being  received  into  the 
cc»ntial  school  with  which  they 
are  connected. 

5.  In  like  manner,  the  most 
promising  scholars  fnmi  the 
central  sch<M)ls  will  be  eligible 
for  electicm  as  pupils  into  the 
college  of  the  district  in  which 
thry  are  situated,  where  it  is 
hoped  that  ultimately  it  may 
be  found  practicable  to  (juidify 
native  teachers  for  the  minis- 
try. 

6.  Maori  or  half  -  caste 
children,  or  the  children  of  in- 
habitants of  islands  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  as  well  as 
orphans  or  destitute  children 
of  EurojK'an  parents,  are  to 
be  eligible  for  admissicm  into 
any  schools  which  may  be  sup- 
p<»rte<l  from  the  Government 
grant,  upon  such  conditions  as 
may  in  the  case  of  each  scluwl 
be  determined  by  the  Auckland 
District  Meeting. 

7.  Any  grants  of  lands  for 
the  support  of  schools  will  be 
made  upon  the  usual  Trusts  t> 
the     Superintendent     of    the 

(PiKAu).  W(»sleyan     Missions    in     New 

EiKjliah  Missiouanj  Ptihlicnfinyi.)  Zealand. 

S.     The  annual   grant  given    by   the  Government  shall 
be  applie<l  to  the  three  following  purposes,  in  such  propor- 
tions as  the  Auckland  District  Meeting  shall  determine: — 
(a)  To  the  support   of  existing  schcxds,  and    the  estalv 

lishment  of  new  ones. 
(/>)  To  provide  the  means  of  educating  in  the  College, 
or  in  the  central  schools,  scholai*s  to  be  trained  as 
teachers,  who,  in  addition  to  the  other  duties  al- 
lot t(>d  to  them,  shall  teach  the  primary  sc1uk)Is. 
The  total  numlx»r  of  scholars  to  be  eclucated  as 
alx>ve  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  be  made  up  to 
twenty,  and  shall,  if  possibe,  be  maintained  at  least 
at  that  number. 
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(f)  To  provide  for  the  payment  of  sums  (which  it  is  pro- 
posed, should  not  for  the  present  exceed  £10  per 
annum),  in  part  payment  of  the  salaries  of  ac- 
credited teachers,  who  shall  have  passed  an  ex- 
amination before,  and  have  received  a  certificate 
from,  the  Auckland  District  Meeting,  or  such  per- 
sons as  they  may  appoint. 

9.  It  is  proposed, 
s tliat  as  soon  as  prac- 

^  ^  ticablo,     at    least 

twenty  teachers  in 
primary  schools  shall 
each  receive  the  an- 
nual allowance  of 
£10. 

10.  The  funds  ap- 
propriated to  the 
I>urp()ses  of  scIkmjIs 
su[)poited  from  the 
Government  grant 
shall  be  administered 
by  tlie  Auckland 
District  Meeting. 

11.  An  annual 
report  ot  the  stat(j 
of  the  schools,  and 
of  the  mode  in  which 
the  ainiual  giant  has 
be(Mi  distributed,  is 
to  be  furnisluMl  to  the 
(.Jovernor       by       the 

Auckland  District  Meeting. 

Mat/  Lilh,  ISO'i.  (t.   (Jkkv, 

Accompanying  the  memo,  was  a  letter  to  Suj)erintendent 
Lawry,  stilting  tliat  the  (Governor  was  pi-epaicd  to  reeoin- 
niend  to  Her  Majesty's  (Jovei-nment  that  the  sum  <>f 
XI600  per  annum  for  the  northern  provinces,  an<l  £700 
per  annum  for  the  southern  provinces,  should  l)e  [)la(e(l  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Wesleyan  Chuieli,  for  the  su[)port 
of  schools  which  are  alreju^ly  established,  or  may  hereafter  be 
established.  Th(?se  funds  were  to  be  applied  in  confoiinity 
with  the  principles  stated  in  the  Memorandum.  Jle 
wished  the  plan  t^)  be  fully  considc^re*!,  an<i  then  to  Ix^ 
informed  whether  it  met  tlu?  approval  of  X\\v.  Church 
authorities,  and  if  they  wen?  willing  to  acce[>t  the  proposed 
annual  grant  on  those  teiins.  Having  been  duly  con- 
sidered, it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  sen<l  the  following 
reply  :  — 

"That  the  Wesleyan  Ministers  of  this  district,  con- 
vinced of  the  importance  to  the  country  of  educational 
establishments,  embracing  the  religious  and  industrial 
elements,  record  the  sense  they  entertain  of  the  interest 
His  Excellency  has  ever  Uianifested  on  the  subject  of 
e<lucation  ;  and  acknowledge,  on  behalf  of  the  native 
converts,  the  benefits  they  liave  already  recinved  in  rela- 
tion to  their  social  and  moral  improvement,  from  the 
schools  that  have  been  so  liberally  sustained  by  the 
GQvernment  under  His  Excellency's  administration,  and 
alvo  express  their  cordial  approval  of  the  wise  and  com- 
prehensive plan  he  has  suggested  for  future  educational 
effort." 

The  above  interesting  correspondence  shows  that  the 
Government  was  then  so  well  satisfied  with  what  luid  been 
done  that  it  was  prepared  to  pay  £2300  per  yeiir  to  con- 
tinue and  extend  the  benefits  of  such  education.     The 


"Auckland  District  Meeting,"  which  accepted  and  ap- 
proved the  proposals,  was  then  the  chief  court  of  our 
Church  in  the  colony,  the  others  being  only  sectional 
meetings.  The  Memorandum  itself  shows  the  broad  and 
libeial  ideas  which  actuated  the  Governor,  and  indicates  a 
wide  and  continuous  sphere  of  usefulness.  The  Maori 
population  has  declined,  but  "  orphans  and  "  destitute 
children  of  European  parents  "  are  still  with  us.  May  it 
not  be  exp(»cted  that,  as  the  trade  of  New  Zealand  grows, 
many  "  children  of  inhabitants  of  islands  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  "  may  be  advantiigeously  brought  here  for  training. 
All  these,  according  to  the  framer  of  the  Memorandum,  are 
eligible  for  the  benefits  of  these  institutions,  so  that  the 
way  is  clearly  open  for  the  Church  taking  up  this  branch 
of  philanthropic  work. 

Honourable  and  respectful  mention  should  here  be  made 
of  the  zeal,  energy,  and  munificence  of  Sir  George  Grey, 
and  of  the  fai-sightedness  of  his  educati<mal  policy. 
l)itYer(?nt  opinions  will  be  held  iis  to  the  political  opinions 
of  the  great  Proconsul  and  empire-builder,  who  during  the 
past  year  has  joined  the  majority  ;  but  all  will  admit  that 
lii.s  interest  in  educatiim  was  most  intense  and  persist<mt, 
and  that  it  was  manifested  in  a  most  sagacious  and 
})ractical  manner.  To  the  schools  established  by  the 
Mission,  and  particularly  to  Three  Kings,  he  Wiis  a 
constant  benefactor.  In  the  early  days  he  fre<juently 
rtnie  out  to  see  the  studetits  at  work.  He  recognised  the 
necessity  of  moral  and  religious  training,  and  clearly  saw 
the;  special  pt^rils  to  which  the  natives  were  exposed. 
Knowing  what  an  attraction  a  horse-race  is  to  the 
Maori,  and  the  gambling  that  usually  takes  place  on  the 
course,  he  airange<l  with  the  ministers  that  on  the  Auck- 
land Cup  (lay  a  tea-meeting  should  be  providwl  for  the 
natives  in  tlu^  grounds  of  Government  House.  There 
they  assembled  in  large  numbi»rs,  were  regaled  at  his 
expense,  amusements  provided  for  them,  while  the  Governor 
and  La(ly(  I rey  showed 
by  their  j)resence  their 
interest  in  them.  In 
addition  to  the  grants 
secured  })y  him  from 
the  j)ul)lic  revenue, 
he  was  himself  a  con- 
tribut(»i'  to  the  school 
fuiuls.  Nothing  sad- 
dened him  more  dur- 
ing the  Waikato  War 
than  tlu;  breaking  uj) 
of  thes(»  educational  es- 
tablishments. When 
they  re-oi)ened  he  was 
to  the  end  of  his  days 
a  symj)athetic  obser- 
ver of  their  work,  and 
rejoiced  in  all  efforts 
to  carry  them  on. 

•  Meantime  the  mis- 
sionaries used  their 
l)est     endeavours     U) 

make  the  village  and  circuit  schools  tis  efiicient  as  possible, 
and  thus  keep  up  a  supply  of  capable  students  for  the 
Institution.  Writing  from  Tangiteroria  in  Deceml)er, 
1848,  the  Rev.  Jas.  Buller  states  :— "  The  local  Govern- 
ment has  placed  some  funds  at  our  disposal  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  boarding-schools  for  the  children  of 
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our  people  on  some  of  the  stations.  It  was  resolved,  at 
our  last  District  Meeting,  that  one  of  these  schools  should 
be  maintained  here,  and  therefore  I  have  had  the  neces- 
sary buildings  under  erection,  in  order  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  proposed  number  of  scholars.  I  have  had,  for 
two  years  past,  a  number  of  children  and  young  people  ;is 
boarders  ;  but,  as  soon  as  the  buildings  are  ready  for  their 
reception  (and  they  are  now  nearly  completed),  I  hope  to 
have  about  thirty  boarders,  besides  as  many  d»'iy  scholars 
as  can  attend.  This  institution  will,  I  trust,  prove  a 
great  blessing  to  our  people  ;  and,  by  enabling  us  to 
afford  a  better  education  to  a  number  of  the  rising  race, 
will  tend  to  qualify  tluun  to  take  their  stand  on  equal 
terms   with    their  European   contemporaries,   and   also,    I 

hoj>e,  through 
the  Divine  bless- 
ing on  their  la- 
bours, be  pro- 
motive of  their 
future  usefulness 
in  the  salv.itiori 
of  their  country- 
men/' In  lloki- 
\  anga Mr.  Warren 
rej)orts  concern- 
ing Wainia :  — - 
'  "  trJO  was  al- 
,1  lowed  for  Imild- 
ing  a  school  room 
her(%  cjipjible  of 
boarding  and 
loilging  thirty 
children.  The 
building,  which 
is  now  ne.'uly 
c«>rn[>lete,  is  very 
Mrs.  Wauren.  substantial,      GO 

feet  by  -20.  .  . 
I  have  had  twelve  lads  living  in  part  of  it  for  the  last  four 
months,  whom  I  have  clothed  and  Hlh],  hoj»ing  to  he 
allowed  for  it  by  the  Government.  1  have  s}>ent  thi-ee 
hours  with  them  every  day  when  at  home,  aTid  am  highly 
gratified  with  their  attention  to  all  my  ruh's  and  regula- 
tiions,  and  with  the  very  encouraging  [)rogress  they  ha\(i 
made.  They  can  now  all  read  the  Seriptures  in  their  own 
language,  and  are  well  ac(|uainte<l  with  tlu;  first  ]»art  of 
the  Conference  Catechism  ;  in  addition  to  which  they  have 
made  considerable  progress  in  writing  and  figures,  and  are 
trying  hard  to  acquire  the  English  language.  Some  of 
them  are  already  reJwHng  in  the  English  Testament,  and 
are  rapidly  mastering  the  difficulties  of  the  pronunciation. 
This  must,  of  course,  be  a  work  of  time  ;  but,  provided  we 
can  obtain  the  means  of  keeping  the  lads  together,  they 
will  be  sure  to  master  it,  as  their  desire  is  very  great  and 
their  application  untiring.  Considering  the  absolute 
absence  of  all  restraint  ovcv  children  at  the  native  places, 
I  have  b<'en  surprised  at  the  orderly  conduct  of  the  boys. 
To  all  the  means  of  grace  they  attend  with  great  punctual- 
ity, and  their  behaviour  at  worship  is  all  that  we  can 
wish  ;  so  that  T  hope,  by  the  grace  of  God,  our  sch<X)l  may 
be  tlui  means  of  weaning  them  from  many  of  those 
pernicious  native  habits  which  are  so  detrimental  to  the 
work  of  God  among  their  parents,  and  that  they  will 
imbibe  a  taste  for  t\w  comfort.s  of  civilisation,  and  obtain 
religion  in  early  life."  This  painstaking  work  and  over- 
sight was  carried  on  for  many  years  in  succession.    Similar 


efforts  were  put  forth  at  Waingaroa,  Waipa,  Kawhia, 
Aotea,  Mokau,  and  other  places,  and  a  fair  amount  of 
success  attained.  Sometimes  there  were  serious  draw- 
backs. In  May,  1851,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Woon  at  Waimate, 
Taranaki  South,  writes  : — "  We  met  with  a  sad  loss  here 
the  other  day.  A  house  which  we  had  fitted  up  as  a 
training  school  was  accidentally  burnt  to  ashes,  and  I  have 
no  means  to  put  up  another  building."  A  letter  written 
at  Kawhia,  in  1853,  signed  by  the  Hevi?.  Whiteley,  Smales, 
and  Buttle,  and  sent  to  Auckland,  states  that  land  has 
been  offered  for  schools  at  ^ve  places — Whakapaku,  Waipa, 
Kawhia,  Aotea,  and  Waingaroa.  So  impressed  did  some 
of  the  natives  become  with  the  advantages  of  schools  in 
their  midst  that  they  themselves  endowed  them  with 
lands,  and  two  such  endowments.  Crown-granted  b}'  the 
Government,  are  now  held  at  Aotea  and  Waiharakeke. 
Others  have  been  lost  becaus*^  the  titles  were  not 
secured. 

During  the  Rev.  Robert  Young's  visit,  i-eturns  were 
submitted  showing  that  in  the  Mission  as  a  whole  there  wei-e 
then  IS8  Sabbath  Schools,  and  8S  day  schools,  comprising 
5S4G  scholars.  The  usual  method,  so  far  fus  the  ordinary 
villages  wei(»  concerned,  wjis  thus  described  to  him  by  one 
who  ha<l  had  long  experience  therein:  "The  day 
commences  with  Divine  Worship.  The  native  teacher 
in  charge  announces 
sunrise  by  ringing 
his  hell,  which  sum- 
mons the  entinj 
l)opulation  to  the 
house  of  God.  The 
worshij)  consists  of 
singing  a  hymn, 
I'eadiiig  a  portion  of 
Serij)tui'e,  and 
[)rayer.  'I'heri  follow 
the  si'hool  exercises, 
in  which  the  ol<l  and 
young  of  eveiy  grach' 
are  found  side  hy 
side.  Onc^       elass 

have  the  Testament 
in  han«l,  and  are 
en;;aged  most  at  ten 
lively,  each  tiying 
to  excel,  detecting 
thesmall(»st  mistake, 
even  of  pronuncia- 
tion, or  pause,  or 
intonation  of  voice, 
and  making  the 
offender  give  place 
to  a  more  skilful  reader. 


I 


Ge()R<;k  Stkpufxson. 

After  reading  foUows  questions 
upon  the  lesson,  when  such  information  is  imparted  as 
may  b(?  re(|uired.  Other  chisses  of  a  more  elementary 
character  are  also  attendinl  to,  and  after  two  or  three 
hours  thus  spent  they  repair  to  their  respective  occupa- 
tions. In  many  cases  the  evening  is  occupied  with  similar 
exercises,  and  the  child  is  seen  teaching  the  aged.  The 
anxiety  of  the  people  to  learn  is  so  great  that  not  infre- 
quently do  they  continue  their  exercises  in  the  huts  to  the 
midnight  hour.  This  is  an  incidental  pnxjf  that  educa- 
tion was  then  (juite  as  diligently  attended  to  as  was  the 
work  of  preaching.  According  to  the  Rev.  J.  Whiteley, 
the  result  of  all  this  was  that  through  the  schools  of  the 
various   missions    three-fourths   of   the   adult  population 
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•  ►ulii  hIivjmIv  m'jmI,  Hii<i  t\v<Hthinis  could    wrilo  tlioir  own 
aii;;uii;;e.     As    this   wjis   tlio  outcome   of  less  tii.iti  tiiirty 


yeai-s'    work— a    siiij^le  geiieration — it  could   iu»t    but    l)o 
ivganltMl  iis  gratifying. 


BaYHKLIi    MkssImn    Hai.L,    I'o.\>oxiiy.    ArrKLVNf».       f.'rrrt.',!  I,,/  ^rr.  li    ll,>hl..,  in  m*  unu-ij  i.J  ih.-  }{,  r.  J.  .i,nl  M,-:>.    Unhl. 
Oj-cnt'd  on  till-  ftvciitij-jijtii  unniimiinj  nj  Hcv.  J.  llvbbo'b  Uindmy  iii  Stu:  ZtnUuui. 
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Chapter  VIIL— SUBSTANTIAL  PROQRESS. 

Stnophir— Education  alone  InBulBcient— Moral  TranKfonnaUon  RequiHite— Sought  for— P^^)ofH  of  its  Attainment— Erection  of  ChnrcheH  liy  Vuluntary  Effort— Ebenexer 
Church  at  Ngakuta— Its  Erection,  Cost,  and  Dedication— Attendance  at  the  Lord's  Supper— Number  and  Demeanour  of  Communicants— The  World'« 
Kvangelifiation— Maori  Mlwionary  MeetingM— Speechen  and  Speakers— Generous  Contributions- Degradation  and  BarbariKm  from  which  Rescued— Improved 
Material  Conditions— Devotion  of  Native  Minlntern— A  Noble  Qriartett :  Hamiora,  Wi  Pateno,  Te  Kote,  Hoanl  Waiti— ProgresH  at  Waikouaili-Conyer«on  of 
Native  Priest  ninety  jrcars  of  age— A  Cannibal  Chri8tiauiKed— Mr.  FerenH*H  Schoolwork— Inciduntn  In  Mission  Life — \  Matrimonial  Quest — Openines  in  tb« 
South  Island— Further  Minsionaries  in  the  North— Revs.  Schnackenbcrg.  Gittos,  W.  J.  Watki a— Remarkable  Experiences  of  Native  ConvertB->A 
National  Reformation. 


^HILE  laudably  anxious  for  the  erlucation  of   tlie 

Maoris,  and  using  every  eflFort  for  that  purpose, 

the  Missionaries  never  lost  sight  of  the  necessity 
of  a  moral  transformation.  They  understood  well  that 
it  was  possible  to  train  the  mind  without  changing  the 
heart.  They  were  aware  that  if  this  were  (h)ne  they 
simply  made  the  Natives  more  potent  for  evil.  Even 
during   the   few   years    they   had    been   in    the   country. 


Maxgamuka  Nativks,  Hokiaxga. 

instances  had  not  been  wanting  where  under  a  thin  veneer 
of  civilizition,  and  some  polish  of  outward  manners,  all 
the  fiendish  cruelty  and  treachery  of  the  l^ad  days  of 
Maoridom  were  still  e.Kistent.  They  preached,  theivfore, 
as  frequently  ami  faithfully  as  ever,  and  more  ])ow(Mfully 
than  before,  because  they  knew  the  language  better. 
They  denounced  the  people's  sins,  urged  a  present  repent- 
ance, and,  bringing  forth  its  genuine  fruits,  in  sorrow  for 
sin  and  amendment  of  life.  They  pleaded  with  the  pi'ople, 
to  allow  the  Holy  Spirit  free  access  to  theii-  hearts,  and 
expected  thus  to  see  the  stubborn  will  subdued,  the  unruly 
passions  subdued,  and  sinful  men  and  wonw^n  l)ecome 
"  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus."  Theemj)tiness  of  a  mere 
formal  profession  of  religion  wiis  pointed  out,  and  the 
possession  of  Christian  virtures,  and  the  manifestation  of 
Christian  graces,  insisted  upon.  Cato;h(?tical  exercises  were 
still  diligently  maintained,  but  the  aim  was  not  now 
simply  to  secure  a  perfect  mem(>rising  of  the  answers,  but 
an  appreciation  and  realisation  of  the  truths  expresse<l 
therein.  Meetings  for  Christian  fellowshij)  were  en- 
couraged, but  when  experiences  were  recited,  by  close 
questioning  and  pointed  amplication,  it  wtis  sought  to 
bring  the  truth  home  to  .their  hearts  and  consci(mc(»s. 
The  aid  of  the  older  men,  the  men  of  weight  and  character, 
was  enlisted,  to  try  and  raise  the  tone  of  family  and 
village  life.  The  ardour  of  young  men  was  utilised  by 
their  being  sent  out  as  preachers,  and  encouraged  to 
exercise  their  gifts.  The  Circuits  were  somewhat  less 
extensive  than  formerly.  For  example,  when  Mr.  Creed 
first   went  to  Taranaki,  his   sphere  of  activity  extended 


along  the  co.ast  as  far  as  the  Wanganui  River.  There 
were  now  three  men  in  that  region.  But  if  their  journey- 
ings  wei-e  less  extensive,  their  work  was  none  the  k»ss 
laborious.  Mr.  Buller  giv(»s  a  specimen  of  an  ordinary 
Sunday's  engagements.  He  says  :  "  On  the  Mission 
Stations  our  congregations  are  more  subject  to  fluctua- 
tions than  on  the  out  stations,  owing  to  tlie  circumstances 
of  the  people,  who  cultivate  their  crops  in  so  many 
detached  places  on  the  banks  of  tlu?  rivei*.  At  present, 
Tirarau  and  most  of  his  peoi)le  are  living  at  an  inland 
settlement  four  or  live  miles  distant  {i.e.,  from  Tangiteroria). 
1  pay  them  a  visit  on  tlu;  Sabbfith  moi*ning,  leaving  a 
Native  teacher  to  conduct  s(^rvice  on  the  staticm.  After 
preaching,  T  return  home  to  dinner,  meet  a  ckvss,  attend 
the  adult  Sunday  School,  preach  in  English,  and  again  to 
the  Natives  on  the  station  in  the  evening."  Mr.  Wliiteley 
mentions  in  the  most  matter  of  fact  way,  meeting  a 
society  class  for  theren(;wal  of  tickets  before  breakfast,  and 
aftei-wards  holding  four  public  services  during  the  day. 
This  was  the  common  [>ractice  of  all,  and  continued  in  all 
kinds  of  weather,  year  in  and  year  out.  The  careful 
pastoral  care  exncised  is  a})parent  from  another  passage 
of  .Ml'.  l>uller's  lettei-,  in  which  he  states:  *' I  have  just 
coni[)letr(l  the  ([uarterly  visitation  of  the  classes  in  my 
Ciicuit,  anil,  upon  the  whole,  find  ground  for  encourage- 
ment. 1  do  not,  it  is  true,  generally  meet  with  that 
«lcj)th  «>f  spirituality,  which  we  love  to  discover  in  our 
people,  and  the  necessity  for  which  I  c<mtinually  endea- 
voui-  to  press  upon  them,  hut  still  I  can  perceive  in  them 
an  increasing  <le\eloj)ment  of  a  work  of  grace  on  their 
health.  For  this  T  am  thankful,  and  regard  it  as  a  pledge 
of  greater  prosperity. 
Our  church  members 
hav<'  not  greatly  in- 
creased in  numhei", 
hut  our  congrega 
tions  ai'e  consider 
ably  eidaiged  ;  for 
there  ai'e  \('ry  few 
in  this  C'ircuit  who 
do  not  attend  the 
preaching  of  the  (Jos- 
pel.  This  latier  fea- 
ture*, the  habit  of  at- 
tending Divine  wor- 
ship, was  one  of  the 
strongest  evidences  of 
tli(»  i)ower  of  the  Word 
preached.  And  it  was 
general.  A  year  or 
two  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the 
Aotea  Station,  it  was 
reported    that  out  of       M.  L.  Waite. 

the  eight  hundred  re-  (A  former  Three  Kings  Student.) 

sidents,  all  but  ft)rty  attended  the  public  servicer. 

The  erection   of  churches,   or  buildings   set   apart   for 
public  worship,  was  another  proof  of  the  same  kind.     At 
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fii-st,  the  Missionaries  gave  addresses  in  the  open  air 
talked  with  the  people  as  they  worked,  or  discussed 
religious  questions  in  their  runanga  houses.  This  was  as 
wise  as  it  was  necessary.  But  as  they  became  acquainted 
with  Christian  usages,  the  importance  of  having  buildings 
wholly  set  apart  for  devotional  purposes  and  preaching  was 
placed  betore  them  and  generally  accepter].  As  we  have 
alreiidy  seen,  much  of  the  labour  in  connection  with  the 
erection  of  the  commodious  church  at  ^Mangungu  was 
frecily  given.  In  some  cases  prominent  chiefs,  of  their  own 
free  will,  set  about  this  work  in  preparati(m  for  the  Mis- 
sionaries' coming.  When  Mr.  Whiteley  wjvs  on  his  way 
back  from  the  North  to  Kawhia,  he  found  William  Naylor 
had  put  up  a  church  to  seat  five  hundred  people,  and  that 
it    was    filled     with     an     attentive;    congregation.     Jabez 


raupo,  the  same  material  as  that  of  which  their  dwelHngs 
were  constructed,  and  were  comparatively  inexpensive. 
Gradually  weather-boards  took  the  place  of  reeds,  and 
considerable  labour  was  expended  in  sawing  timber  for 
this  purpose.  In  1841,  one  of  this  character  superseded 
the  raupo  church  at  Kawhia,  and  in  the  following  year 
W^aima  and  Tangit^roria  followed  this  good  example.  In 
1845  Mr.  Turton,  travelling  with  some  of  his  people  from 
New  Plymouth,  reports  ^ pending  a  Sunday  with  Mr. 
Skevington  at  WaitoUira,  and  preaching  there  in  a  fine, 
large  cliapel  to  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  pei-sons.  In 
1850  the  Rev.  Geo.  Buttle  writes  that  he  has  just 
returned  from  Pukemapau,  Whakatumutumu,  and  other 
places,  where  he  luis  been  receiving  the  quarterly  tickets 
of  church  membership,  and  says :  "  At  Whakatumutumu 


Carved  Sticks. 
Bunting,  at  Pehiakura,  had  mjule  the  same  jirovision.  In 
Mr.  Buddie's  itinerations  from  Waipa  towards  Taupo,  he 
reports  again  and  again  that  he  found  the  people  had 
enacted  churches  (cha{)els  jus  they  were  then  called)  in  the 
vilhiges,  and  the  j)eople  were  meeting  for  worship.  During 
Mr.  Turtons  residence  at  Aotea  the  first  chapel  was 
accidentally  burned,  but  the  Natives  at  once  set  to  work 
to  build  another.  At  Turangairere,  Ketemarae,  Katotauru, 
Mawhitiwhiti,  Kateonetea,  Ohangai,  Taumaha,  and  other 
places  in  T.iranaki  South,  there  is  the  same  record  of  zeal 
in  church  building.  At  Otamatea,  Kaipara,  in  1851, 
mention  is  nuule  of  a  large  new  chapel,  to  seat  three 
hundred,  in  which  the  people  assembled,  though  it  was  not 
quite  finished.     Most  of  these  early  sanctuaries  were  of 


MARTIN.  PHOTOf  AUCKLAND. 

I  was  much  satislicd  with  what  I  saw.  Their  very  neat 
litth*  chapel,  with  the  exception  of  the  dooi-s  and  windows, 
has  been  nitirely  their  own  workmanship.  Although  the 
bulk  of  the  people  were  at  a  distant  village  the  congrega- 
tions were  very  encouraging,  and,  while  some  of  the  most 
important  truths  of  our  holy  n^ligion  were  being  explained 
and  enforce<l,  they  listened  with  marked  and  serious 
attention."  Probably  the  largest  and  most  costly  of  these 
churches  was  that  erecttvi  at  Ngakuta,  Cloudy  Bay.  Mr. 
Ironside,  who  iwul  the  faculty  of  vividly  describing  what 
was  done,  as  well  Jisof  inspiring  them  to  underUike  it,  gives 
the  following  account  of  this.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
Mission,  a  temporary  church  has  been  put  up.  This 
was  a  large  squat  building  of  about  25  ft.  square,  built  of 
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.   aiisworwl    tlie    threof(»l<l    purpose    of    cliurch, 
ouse,  and  sch(H)l.     Tlie  l>e<li'ooin  was  in  a  corner, 
1  off  from  the  rest  of  the  huildinj;  by  carivets  and 
IK  secured  the  Missionary  and  his  wife  the  only 
ey  were  able  to  obtain  for  several  niontlis.     As 
88ib]e  the  ei'ection  of  the  lar^e  and  jKTmanent 
s  set  on  f«M)t,  and  deserves  special  mention.''     As 
I  with  all  Church  r>uildin<i:s'  Connnitlees,  many 
3  took  plact*.     Theie  was  no  architect  or  practical 
>  guide  us  in   the   «(reat  und(Mtakin<(.      I>ut  all 
ng  and  earn<»st.     There  were  five  Icjwlin*;  tribes, 
I  resolvwl  to  divide   the   work  into  five  portions, 
to  l>e  responsible  for 
The  size,  outside 
Biit,    was    GO  ft.    by 
id  about  12  ft.  up 
ill    plale.     From  a 
to   a  hundred    and 
gave  all  their  time 
ir  to  the  work  for 
lieir  wives  attended 
rdenn  and   cultiva- 
1   brought   in    food 
fr  thera.    The  frame 
ilding  was  of  lonir, 
A  of   pine,   two    or 
hes    in     thickness. 
d  lofty  pines  <fn'\v 
ills    behind,   and    a 
ly    of    these    wer<^ 

the  purpose,  and 
to  the  required 
They  were  th(n 
It  by  main  force, 
jed  to  the  church 
the  aid  of  blocks 
)  lent  hy  thn  whal- 
Skids  were  laid 
B  logs  were  rolled 
hem,  the  haulin<>: 
ed,  and  a  hundrcMi 
inds  8eize<l  upon  it, 
;  their  limbs  and 
»  the  tun<»s  set  by 
nan  (nailor  fashion). 
8  it  was  a  school 
tetimes  one  of  the 
Is,  more  fi-equently 
mprovised    for    the 

Some  of  the  peo- 
always  to  the  fore, 

advice,  suggestion, 
many  others  I  have 
elsewhere,  th<»y  had 
dirtlike  t4)  hard   work. 

vas  in  hand,  these  fellows  nuwle  all  kinds  of 
•r  alisenting  thems(»lves.  The  fugleman  in  charge 
[fective  means  of  exjjosing  these  talking  elders. 
d  hear  the  strain  as  the}'  emerged  from  the  bush, 
i  ano,  ka  kitea  ;  he  wiki  ano,  ka  kitea.  Kei  te 
;aro  noa;  kei  te  Mane,  ngaro  noa."  **()n  the 
:ou  will  see  them  ;  on  the?  Sunday  you  will  see 
the  Monday  gone  clean  away  ;  on  the  Monday 
n  away."  The}'  would  appear  n^gularly  at  the 
jrvices,  but  they  had  always  a  lame  excuse  for 
lem  away  on  Monday,  when  workers  were  called 


A  LiTTLK  Maori  Maid — PAitr 


When  the  tough  job  of 


for.  However,  the  work  went  merrily  on ;  sawpits  were 
constructed,  and  each  trunk  was  cut  do^n  into  three  or 
four  slabs.  These  were  adzed  to  a  perfect  smoothneKs,  as 
though  done  by  a  carpeni^r's  plane.  They  were  set  up  for 
the  walls,  about  a  foot  apart  from  ejich  other,  the  inter- 
stices lK»ing  filled  up  with  wattle  from  the  kareao — a 
clinging  vine  which  grows  luxuriantly  in  the  New  Zealand 
for(»sts — plastered  over  with  mortar.  We  gathered  shells 
in  great  quantities  from  the  \mich  and  burned  them  for 
lime.  The  whole  interior  was  lin(»d  with  tall  reeds,  which 
grew  in  j>lenty  about  th(»  swamps.  The  women  exercised 
their  ingenuity  and   patience  in  staining  each  reed  with 

various  pigments,  and  the 
combination  of  colours  was 
just  beautiful.  I  worked 
with  the  men,  and,  as  an 
amateur  clerk  of  works,  gave 
directions,  as  nmch  as  my 
many  other  duties  would  per- 
mit me.  A  caipenter  from 
one  of  the  whaling  stations, 
a  young  man  of  resp(»ctable 
parents,  who  had  gone  as- 
tray, but  who,  through  God's 
mercy,  "  came  to  himself," 
was  with  us  for  a  month ; 
worked  con  anmre^  making 
th(?  pulpit  and  connnunion, 
fixing  the  doors  and  win- 
dows. There  were  eight  large 
sashes,  four  on  each  side. 
These,  with  the  doors,  T  had 
obtained  from  Port  Nicholson. 
The  carpenter's  wages,  with 
the  cost  of  the  windows  and 
doors,  and  })ine  boards,  for 
the  pulpit  and  communion, 
amounted  to  £40.  This  was 
tin*  whole*  sum  with  which 
thcj  Missicmary  Committt'e 
was  (h'bited.  The  mone}' 
value  of  that  church  could  not 
hav(»  been  less  than  £1,400  to 
£1,500.  As  the  crowning 
achievement  of  the  work  T 
had  '*  P^hknkzkk"  paintt^l  in 
hirge  capitals  on  a  board,  and 
atliKed  to  the  front  gable." 

One  can  picture  th(^  scene*, 
the  crowd  of  noisy  though 
willing  workei-s,  the  many 
days  of  toil,  tlu*  not  infre- 
<juent  mishaps.  Then  the 
foundation  timbers  laid,  the 
building  gradually  rising,  and  the  last  lK>ard  being  put 
on,  and  the  hist  nail  driv<'n.  What  we  can  hardly 
imagine  is  the  w.iy  in  which  so  many,  each  having  his 
own  opinion,  were  led  to  work  in  harmony,  anrl  the  per- 
severance which  for  tw<?nty  w<»eks  had  kept  them  at  the 
task. 

No  wonder  the  Missionary  wjis  proud  of  his  [»eople, 
and  no  wonder  that  they  looke<l  forward  with  eager 
anticipatitm  to  the  foinial  dedication  of  the  church,  which 
at  such  an  expenditure  of  time  and  labour,  they  \v.v\ 
erected.  Of  the  opening,  an  ecjually  interesting  iiccount 
is  appendwi.     '*  Friday,  August  r>th,  1842,  was  our  ^raud 
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church  opening  day.  There  wiw  an  inunonse  j^atliering  of 
tlie  clans  from  far  and  near,  all  full  of  hi«jjh  and  holy 
expectation.  All  the  villajijes  in  the  Sound,  the  Pelorus 
River,  and  the  distant  D'Urville*s  Island,  .xs  well  as  those 
in  Cloudy  Ray,  furnished  their  quota  of  woi-shippers. 
After  the  morning  prayers  and  lessons,  a  sermon  w.'is 
preached  from  T.  Samuel,  vii.  12:  "  Eln^iezor  I  Hitherto 
haVh  the  Lord  helped  us."  No 
coliecticm  was  made ;  the  people 
had  nt>t  silvtM*  or  gold  to  give. 
The}'  had  been  willing  workers  in 
building  the  church  in  the  pn^ceding 
five  months.  They  had  also  ex- 
hauste<l  their  monetary  resources 
in  the  Paremata  for  the  New 
Testaments.  Saturday,  the  6th, 
was  devottnl  to  th<'  (»xan  ination 
of  candidates  for  baptism,  who  had 
been  me(?ting  in  class  on  probation 
for  more  than  twelve*  months,  aii<l 
had  giv(»n  satisfactory  proof  of  dis- 
cipk»ship.  The  majority  of  them 
could  reiid  the  Nt»w  Testament  ; 
all  of  them  were  well  ae<juaint((l 
with  our  second  Conference  Cate- 
chism, and  rep(»at<»d  th«^  first  seven 
chapters  rerhti'im.  Th\s  payuiitaNifd 
(general  recitation)  was  deeply  af- 
fecting to  me.  Sabbath,  the  7tb, 
dawncni  upon  us  bright  and  balmy  : 
all  wjis  joy  and  animation.  At  9 
a.m.  the  can<lidales  for  baptism 
were  gathered,  and  all  arrange<l 
in  rows  in  front  of  the  fjulpil  to 
prevent  confusion.  Thc^  bell  was 
then  rung,  and  the  mass  of  people 
flf)cke<l  in.  Between  the  j)rayers 
and  the  sermon  I  received  into 
the  visible  church  Ifi.*)  adults  and 
34  children.  Many  of  us  shouted 
for  joy.  After  dinner  not  tlie  I(»ast 
interesting  part  of  our  opening 
services  was  the  marriag"  of  forty 
couples,  who  had  been  living  to- 
gether in  a  heathen  state,  but 
were  desirous  now  of  being  united 
"in  the  holy  estate  of  matrimony." 
To  meet  th(»  needs  of  tliese  Mrs. 
Ironside  sacrifice*!  a  number  «)f 
brass  curtain  rings,  which  she  had 
brought  with  her  from  Englan<l. 
**  Afterwards,"  says  the  Missionary, 
**  we  joined  together  at  the  Sairra- 
ment  Table,  and  thus  closed  one  of 
the  most  interesting  Sabbaths  the 
Middle  Island  of  New  Zealand  ha<l 
ever  witnesstNl."  He  adds  that  at 
least  twelve  other  chunrhes  were 
erectei]  in  Queen  Charlotte's 
Sound  and  the  Pelorus  by  the  pe«)ple  of  his  charge,  labour 
and  niaterial  being  alike  gratuitous.  The  same  kind  of 
thing  was  repeated,  more  or  less,  on  every  Missiim  Station. 
It  is  important  to  note  this.  While  the  Maoris  wtM-e 
naturally  hospitable  in  the  matter  of  food,  gen(M*osity  in 
other  gifts  was  not  characteristic  of  them.  If  they  ma<ie 
presents  even   to  their  friends  and  relatives,  they  tlid  it 


"  hoping  to  receive  as  much  again,"  The  fact,  therefore, 
that  th(»y  freely  gave  s«)  much  tinn»,  toil,  and  sul>stance  t" 
these  enactions,  shows  that  they  ha<l  lj«»come  <leeply 
intei-estetl.  Oi-anterl  that  the  spirit  of  emulation  was 
evokwl,  and  had  something  to  <lo  with  it,  yet  such 
(?xerti«)ns  and  results  were  highly  cnnli table  t<»  them. 
Attendance  at  the  ordinance  of  the  I^ord's  Suj>per  was 
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[lir[.r>»lurr,i  from    \\',il.ciifhrfi  '*  Adirnturcs  in  Xri'-  Zathiii'l") 

another  test  and  <nid(Mice  of  growing  piety.  This  supreme 
an<l  central  rite  of  our  holy  religion  was  very  properly 
made  prominent  in  tht?  Missionaries'  teaching.  Not,  in- 
deed, that  they  su}»posed  the  I'h  ments  themselves  to  have 
any  sacredness,  that  any  change  tfM)k  plac<»  in  their  sub- 
stance, or  that  any  mystii-  virtue  wjis  adth^d  ti»  them. 
Sacramental    salvation    has   never    been  a  besetment  of 
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luKlist  Churcli.  But  as  a  commemoration  nto, 
recnriin«j;  the  vicarious  cU»ath  of  the  Jjonl  Jesus 
!(»inmtaiuleri  by  Him  U*  l)e  obs<»rved  b\'  His  people 
VH  of  the  world,  and  as  a  pled<((*  of  His  coming 
I  was  urf((»d  upon  the  Maori  converts.  They  were 
I  to  deserve  it,  and  it  was  strongly  impresstni  up<m 
at  they  should  do  so  in  a  becoming  manner.  A 
orgiveness  of  all  their  enemies,  a  det(»rmination  to 
eace  with  them  in  future,  and  thr  putting  away  of 

and   malice,  wen^  explained  to  b(»  pre-requisit<»s. 

to    conform    to    these    conditions    was    specially 

for  Mjw>ris.     Traine<l   from  earliest  childhood   to 
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and  then  gave  the  Sacrament  to  a  hundnnl  com- 
its.  On  April  Gth,  IxMng  (»ood  Friday,  he  says  : 
wnmemorated  the  death  of  Christ  at  Katotauru. 
ie<l  on  the  Crucifixion,  and  describtHl  the  (»vents  of 
In  the  after  part  of  the  day  T  ccmtinued  th(» 
and  <uhninistere<l  the  Lord's  Supper  to  the  people 
1  fi'om  the  settlements,  and  spent  a  solemn  and 
1ft  season.  I  was  plccosed  to  find  sev<»ral  respectably 
d  they  were  jrenerally  clean  in  their  ]V'rson<«.  No 
lies  carelessly  to  this  ordinance.     Wliile  in  hand. 


CaRVKD  I>lA<iK    OF    ll.\ri'AH.AHA,  in    OIiO    of    liis 

figure  is  cnn  out  <»f  lianl  wo(h1.  pninted  re 


everything  is  as  still  as  death.  One  woman  appeared  in  a 
rich  gown,  a  re<l-silk  bonnet,  and  white  veil,  which  had  a 
singular  appearance.  She  removed  the  bimnet  and  veil  in 
approaching  to  partake.  Her  appearance  formed  a  perf<  ct 
contrast  to  the  nwts  with  which  the  greater  part  were 
clad,  and  with  their  dark,  tattooed  faces.  All  had  agreed 
to  fast,  according  to  the  usage  at  home,  and  no  food  was 
eaten  till  the  close  of  the  day.  This  has  been  observed 
throughout  th(;  Circuit.  They  have  clear  and  correct  views 
of  the  Atcmement."  Of  Waimate  itself,  he  rep<jrts  shortly 
b<»fore  :  "  I  had  a  large  congregation  of  Natives,  and 
administered  the  Sacrament  to  two  hundred  communicants. 
At  the  close  of  the  service  they  sang  heartily  the  praises 

of  the  Redeemer, 
and  I  never  .saw  a 
congregation  more 
oi*derly  or  attentive 
in  England.  At  a 
Circuit  gathering 
at  Okaro,  in  Kai- 
para,  when  hvo 
hundred  were  pre- 
sent, one  thiril  of 
them  thus  pledged 
anew  their  service 
to  GckJ."  Othei-s 
t  )l(i  of  like  assem- 
blies, and  of  deep 
and  hallowed  feel- 
ing prevailing. 
There  wjis  thus  an 
established,  streng- 
thened, and  settled 
Church,  showing  its 
love  and  gratitude 
by  obedience  to  the 
Jjords  connnands. 

While  the  build- 
ing of  churches  may 
be  looke<i  at  in  erne 
aspect  as  a  provi- 
sion for  their  own 
comfort,  and  ol> 
servance  of  the 
liord's  SupjMr  as 
the  use  of  the 
mt»ans  specially 

helpful  for  their 
own  growth  in 
grace,  crmcern  for 
those  yet  living  in 
spiritual  darkness 
is  sur(»ly  a  convinc- 
ing i)rcM>f  of  change 
of  heart.  This  was 
not  wanting.  Inci- 
dental evidence  has  already  b(»en  afforded  that  they 
travelled  far  and  near  to  proclaim  xho  Evangel.  In 
places  which  the  European  could  not  r<»ach,  they  unfolded 
to  their  countrymen  th<»  plan  of  salvati(m.  Tribal  connec- 
tions were  taken  advantage  of  for  this  purpose.  As  the 
Maoris,  like  the  Athenians  of  old,  were  always  anxious 
"  to  see  or  to  hear  some  new  thing,"  this  also  was  over- 
ruled to  the  furtherance  of  the  Gospel.  The  very  gladness 
of  heart  which  charact<»rise<l  the  young  converts  predis- 
posed the  minds  of  those  whom  they  addressed  in  favour 
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of  their  in&ssage.  And,  as  in  Apostolic  times,  **  they  that 
were  scattered  abroad  went  everywliere  prcachinjj  tlie 
Word,"  and  "the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  witli  them";  so 
in  this  new  land,  the  testimony  of  those  who  had  ahead}' 
experienced  the  blessings  of  Christianity  led  others  t^ 
embrace  it.  Their  teachers,  too,  set  this  object  definit(»ly 
l)efore  them.  They  presse<l  upon  them  as  a  solemn  duty 
that  they  were  to  seek  the  salvation  of  others.  They 
encouraged  all  efforts  and  (MitiTprises  which  aimcnl  at  this. 
Thus  their  zeal  was  intensified.  Presently  they  began  to 
think  of  those  dwelling  in  otiier 
lands,  who  were  still  in  darkness  - 
and  the  shadow  of  death,  and  on 
whom  the  true  light  had  not  sinned. 
Their  geography  lessons  had  sup- 
plied them  with  some  kno\vlc(li;(^  of 
other  countries  than  their  own. 
The  voyages,  which  the  more  adven- 
tuious  of  them  had  t{ik<«n,  to  New 
♦South  AVales,  to  i^ondon,  aiid  the 
South  Sea  Island  (i roups,  taught 
them  that  the  world  was  much 
bigger  tiian  they  su})})osed.  Above 
all,  the  Missionaries  tln'mselves  ever 
s(mght  to  kindh*  and  fan  the  llame 
in  their  people's  hearts.  TIk^v, 
themselves,  i)elonged  to  a  brotliei- 
hood  intenst^ly  evangelistic.  Some 
of  their  number,  ^Messrs.  Turner, 
Hobbs,  Woon,  anfl  Wat  kin,  liad 
laUtured  in  other  islands  of  the 
Pacific.  Mr.  [.awry  brought  the 
latest  tidings  from  the  field,  and 
told  of  won<lerful  advances.  .\11 
were  intensely  interested  in  the 
recital.  The  work  was,  indeed, 
most  prosperous.  In  the  Friendly 
Islands,  Fiji,  and  Samoa,  multitu<les 
were  turning  *' from  dumb  idols  to 
seive  the  living  and  tru(»  (JckI." 
Accounts  of  remarkable  conversions 
and  transformations  of  entire  villages 
came  in  private  letters,  and  wei'e 
reprinted  in  the  religious  periodicals. 
These  were  read  in  the  Maori  con- 
gregations, and  sympathetically  com- 
mented upon.  So  there  grew  in  the 
minds  of  the  Maoris  themselv(\s  a 
desire  to  help  in  the  world's  (»v{)ngel- 
isation.  Missionary  meetings  were 
therefore  organiscnl,  and  presently 
l)ecame  part  of  the  ordinary  routine 
of  the  Stations.  Fn  some  of  them, 
after  the  fashion  of  thos(»  days, 
formal  resolutions  were  moved, 
secondtnl,  and  supported,  pledging 
themselves  to  help  in  the  crusade 
agfiinst     heathenism.       Tn      oth«»rs, 

there  was  simply  an  address  from  the  Missionary  himself, 
folio w(»d  by  a  few  words  of  connnendation  from  the  f>rin- 
ci})al  chief,  and  then  th<*  oft'erings  of  th(^  peoph^  were 
presented.  In  the  n^ports  and  missionarv  publicatiems  of 
the  time,  there  are  frequent  allusions  to  tli(»s(^  meetings, 
and  the  records  of  some  of  them  have  been  preserve<l,  as 
was    fitting.     ^Mangungu    led    the    way.     Details    of    the 
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pioceedings  are  not  given,  but  it  is  stated  that  it  was  hold 
at  the  re<juest  of  th(»  Natives,  who  were  moved  to  pity  by 
the    reports    from     the    South    Seas,    and    the    collection 
amount<Hl   to  .£11.     Soon   after  the  Ebenezer  Church  wa^ 
opened,  Mr.  Ii-cmside  suggested  such  a  meeting  there.     The 
people  t(K>k   it  up  with  spirit.     Everything  was  en   rffjhy 
j>latf  orm,  table,  and  seats  f4)i*  the  speaker's.     The  chair  was 
taken  by  Captain  Richards,  the  master  of  the  Government 
brig,  and   a  Cornish   Methodist,  who  made  a  goo<l   intnv 
ductory  speech.     The  Missionary  followed,  and   the  Ma«>ri 
teachers,  using  ({uaint  but  apt  illu?*- 
trati(ms,  caught    the   spint   of   the 
occasion,    while    a     collection    was 
taken    up    of   nearly    £12,    .so    the 
South   Island  exceeded  the  North. 
In  1849,  the  Rev.  W.  Woon  reports 
that  on  May  2r)th,  he  and  his  faith- 
ful  comi>anion,   Thomas  Rayner,  a 
Native  local  preticher,  after  climbing 
precipices  and  crossing  rivers  in  a 
lieavy  rain,  arrived  at  Turangairere, 
wh(H'e  Mr.  Woon  preachcnl.    On  the 
20th  the  entry  is  :  "  To-day  we  held 
the  ^lissionary  meeting,  which  was 
a  v(My  crowded  and  peculiar  one,  on 
account  of  the  singular  aildres.ses  <if 
the    sptvikers.     Some    related   their 
form(»r   degradation,  darkness,  pre- 
sent experience*,  etc.,  but  all  urgwl 
the  propriety  of  sending  the  Gospel 
to   the    dark   places   of    the   earth. 
One    chi(*f  was   powerfully  afft^cted 
on    th(»    occjision.      His    name    was 
Thomas  Walker,  of  Patea.     He  was 
clad  in  a  large  dog-skin,  and  carried 
a  native  weapon  in  his  hand.     He 
jumped,   llourisluHl   the  stick,  shook 
his  hair,  rolle<i  his  eyes,  and  shouted, 
'  Send  th(»  Oosp(»l  :  Send  the  Gos^>el! 
It  is  good  to  send  the  GosptO  I '  The 
collecti(m  amounted  toitBOs.  6iil." 
This   was  on   Saturday  night.     No 
wonder  the  record  of  the  next  day 
(Whit  Sunday)  is    that  thei-e  were 
large  and    overwhelming  congi*ega- 
tions,    and    it  was    a    solenm   and 
profitable    occasion.     That    veteran 
^Missionar}-,  Mr.  Whiteley,  ha<l  also 
initiated  such  meetings  at  can  early 
p(»riod,  so  that  on  his  station  they 
liad    become   quit<^    an    institution. 
Of   that  hehl  in    1851.  he  gives  the 
following  account  :  **  I  have  rec»ently 
nuide    (mr    annual     append    to    the 
]>eople  for  their  c(mtribution    to  the 
Mission  cause,  and  as  I   am  wishful 
to  show  our  subscribers   that   their 
offerings  are  entertnl  in  the  report,  I 
shall  append    the  list  of  subscriptiims,  and  l)eg  of  you  the 
favour  to  gel  them  inscMted.     The  amount,  you  will  see,  is 
considerably  more  than   we   have  realised   in   Kawhia  in 
former   years.     One     reason     of    that    is  an    increase   of 
ability,  and  another  is  an  incrt^ase  of  interest.     Our  pcH»ple 
neec]   line  upon   line,  and  precept  up<m  precept,  in   every 
thing ;  and    this  year    '    "  -      - 
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I  brought  forward  all  the  reports,  and  exhibited 
the  long  lists  of  subscribers,  and  told  of  the 
al  amounts  of  money  tliat  were  collected  year  after 
•  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  throughout  the  world. 
alarly  pointed  out  to  thorn  what  had  been  sul)- 
■n  New  Zealand,  and  by  whom  ;  as,  for  instance, 


Church  (Episcopal),  Motueka,  on  thk  Opkmnc;  Day. 

225  ;  Native  sawyers,  £24  12s.  l^d.  ;  by  individual 
and  Europivins,  and  by  the  Mission  families.  And 
ng  is  believin*^,'  especially  with  the  Natives  of 
Aland,  I  let  them  see  wliat  I  myself  gave.  I  put 
ea  in  the  plate,  then  another  for  Mrs.  Wliiteley, 
for  our  daughter  Elizabeth,  another  for  Sarah, 
for  Mary  Fletcher,  another  for  Jane  Humby,  and 
)ther  for  Hannah  ;  and  I  said  '  Now,  we  must  not 
at  neither  must  we  Ix*  ashamecl  to  let  the  world  see 
J  are  willing  to  do  for  Christ  and  His  cause  ;  and 
e  now  let  you  see  what  I  and  my  family  are  doing, 
;t  now  follow  our  (\\ample.'  The  result  was  as  per 
d  list,  and  if  their  trade  impioves,  as  we  expei-t, 
the  coming  year,  I  trust  the  next  annual  list  may 
nore  worthy  of  your  acceptance.''  The  same  year 
.  James  Buller,  who  wielded  "  the  p(»n  of  a  jcady 
gives  an  extended  account  of  the  fifth  annual 
iry  meeting  of  the  Kaipara  Circuit,  held  at  the 
f  the  Otamatea.  Restates,  **This  is  generally  the 
»ring  event  of  the  whole  year,  and  it  is  pleasing 
that  the  interest  of  our  people  generally  in  those 
3  does  not  diminish,  but  rather  incnvises,  as  was 
itly  manifested  on  this  occjision.  This  renuirk, 
,  does  not  apply  to  the  tribe  in  the  innnc^diate 
irhood  of  the  >IisHion  Station  ;  for  although  they 
» to  karakia  (worship)  at  their  several  hamlets,  yet, 
¥  exceptions,  they  do  not  fulfil  the  hopes  I  some 
ice  cherished  raspecting  them.  They  are  very 
}  in  eveiy thing  of  a  religious  character,  and  several 
Ances  have  transpiie<l  which  have  grieved  me  very 
Vary  few  of  these  peoi)le  took  the  trouble  to  attend 
nonary  meeting.  There  wcnx'  also  others  who  were 
1  by  various  circumstances,  but  they  sent  their 
1,  from  half-a-sovereign  to  a  threept»nny-piece,  in 
dressed  to  myself."  The  occasi(m  was  utilised  by 
Datea  residents  for  a  gr(^at  feast  to  their  neighbours 
ors,  and  we  are  told  "  about  three  hundred  Natives 
sembled,  and  their  personal  appearance  was  very 


respectable."  Abundance  of  food  was  .prepared  for  the 
occasion — indeed,  a  great  deal  too  much— and  I  am  afraid 
that  there  was  a  little  ostentation— a  desire  to  be  talked 
about — connected  with  such  an  extravagant  exhibition  of 
hospitality.  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  caution  them  against  a 
repetition  of  such  immoderate  provision,  which  seemed  to 
be  more  in  character  with  a  native  feast  than  with  a 
meeting  of  Christian  friends,  and  suggested  that  it  would 
be  much  better  to  dispose  of  the  surplus  quantity,  and 
appropriate  the  pi*oceeds  to  the  collection.  Besides  this 
rather  over-stretched  expression  of  their  attention  to  their 
friends  and  visitors,  I  had  nothing  to  find  fault  with,  but 
very  much  to  gratify  me.  The  meeting  proper  was  pre- 
ceded by  three  or  four  days  of  special  religious  exercises, 
preaching,  catechising,  and  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper.  Of  the  meeting  itself,  Mr.  Buller  says  :  "  Having 
commenced  with  singing  and  prayer,  I  made  a  few  observa- 
tions, in  which  I  reminded  them  of  the  state  of  millions  of 
heathen,  and  informed  them  of  the  recent  liberality  of  the 
Native  Christians  of  Fiji.  I  then  called  upon  a  number  of 
giKll}-  men  to  speak  to  a  few  very  simple  resolutions,  which 
T  subjoin,  together  with  the  substance  of  their  speeclies, 
which  w(»re  listened  to  with  great  attention.  1  took  them 
down  as  they  were  speaking,  and  have  translated  them  as 
literally  as  1  can." 

Resolution  1. — "That  it  is  a  good  thing  to  make  a 
collection  for  the  purpose  of  sending  the  Gospel  to 
heathen  lands." 

AV'iUKMU  TiPENK  said  :  "  W(»  all  know  the  objc^ct  of  our 
jissembling  together  on  this  occjision,  to  help  forward  the 
work  of  sending  forth  the  (Jospel  into  all  the  world.  We 
weie  once  in  darkness,  but  our  fathers  and  friends  in 
Knglan<l  had  compassion  on  us.  They  made  collections, 
and  sent  us  the  Oospel.  Thus  the  light  sprang  up  among 
us,  and  now  we  are  'light  in  the  Lord.'  lA»t  the  Churches 
of  England  now  see 
that  we,  too,  will  fol- 
low their  example. 
Let  us  incieas(»  (mr 
eflorts.  Let  the  man 
who  has  pigs  set  apart 
one  this  next  year  for 
the  Committee,  and 
give  the  proceeds  to 
our  minister  for  them. 
My  mind  says  that 
what  he  told  us  is 
very  good  ;  instead  of 
killing  so  many  pigs 
for  food  wluin  we 
assemble  together,  let 
some  of  them  Ije  sold 
for  the  collection.  If 
any  are  .squaring  tim- 
ber, let  them  make 
sacred  a  spar  for  this 
purpose,  and  let  it  be 
done  from  the  heart. 
If  I  were  rich, — if  I 
ha<l  £5, — I  would  give 
it  all.  1-iet  us  do 
what  we  can  to  show  our  love  to  our  brethren,  the 
heathen,  who  are  sitting  in  darkness." 

Ar.\ma  K.\uak\  (Adam  Clarke):  "I  do  cordially  agree 
with  the  words  of  the  book  (the  resolution).  Formerly  T 
was  ignorant.     1  owe  it — wq  all  owe  it — to  the  love  of  the 


Rkv.  Te  Kotk,  Native  Mixistek, 
Raipaki. 
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good  people  of  England,  that  now  we  are  wise.  The  wall 
of  partition  has  been  broken  down.  Wo  are  no  longer 
enemi(»8,  one  with  another,  but  we  are  all  brethren  through 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Wo  have  been 
enlightened.  It  is  because  we  have  received  light  that  we 
have  now  come  together  in  this  place,  to  help  to  send  our 
Missionaries  to  the  ignorant  people  ;  to  give  our  money  to 
tlie  Minister,  that  he  may  give  it  to  the  Committee,  and 
they  will  send  the  Missionanes.  liet  us  be  all  agreed. 
Wo  have  heard  the  words  of  our  Minister.  Let  us  cheer- 
fully give  to  the  Lord." 

HfiHolution  2. — *'  That  we  offer  an  expression  of  our  love 
to  the  benighted  heathen." 

Paora  TuHAERE,  of  Auckland:  **This  is  my  thought, 
the  Gospel  is  the  cause  of  my  being  here.  We  heard 
yosterday  of  the  state  of  the  people  who  are  without  the 
Gospel,  and  who  eat  one  another,  cOs  we  also  once  did. 
It  wius  because  God's  people  in  England  sent  us  Mission- 
aries that  we  now  know  better.  Is  there  any  one  who  is 
tliinking,  *  Why  should  you  give 
money?  Why  don't  the   Missionaries  —  - 

give  money  V  I  say  that  person  is 
a  fool.  My  heart  rejoices  very  much. 
At  my  own  place  1  heard  of  your 
faith,  and  therefore  I  came.  ^ly 
word  to  you  is,  *  Ijot  your  light  shine 
Wfore  men,'  and  may  you  be  like  '  a 
city  set  upon  a  hill  which  cannot  be 
hid.*  I  say,  Grow.  It  was  the  n\- 
jKjrt  of  your  faith  which  brought  me 
here.  We  are  all  continually  in- 
structe<l  by  our  Ministers  :  let  us  <;iv(^ 
our  money  to  them,  that  the  Gospel 
may  grow.     Let  us  all  agree." 

ToMATi  Rewkti  :  "  This  is  what  I 
have  to  say.  This  gathering  together 
is  a  fruit  of  the  Christianity  of  this 
place.  We  have,  heretofoie,  as- 
sembled together,  and  given  our 
money  ;  that  money  has  gone  to 
other  lands.  l^t  the  truth  grow 
within  all  men.  Let  the  Word  of 
God  reach  the  lands  of  darkness.  We 
have  been  told  to-day  that  those  who 
have  received  the  Gospel  since  we  did 
(the  Fijians)  are  before  us— they  do 
more  than  we  do — The  last  is  first  ! 
But  don't  let  us  be  left  behind.  Tak(» 
care  that  we  are  not  in  the  background." 

liesolution  3. — "  That  we  pray  to  God  that  our  love  may 
increase." 

ToMATi  ToiA,  in  proposing  it,  spoke  thus  :  "  Yes  ;  let 
us  pray  to  God  that  our  love  may  increase.  Once  we 
were  in  darkness,  but  we  have  he^ird  of  the  death  of 
Christ.  The  Gospel  has  been  brought  to  us.  The  words 
of  Paul  apply  to  us.  *  The  night  is  far  spent,  the  day  is 
at  hand!'  We  were  in  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 
Now  let  us  be  strong  to  show  our  love  to  the  Saviour,  that 
Hir  Gospel  may  abound.  I  have  at  each  of  our  meetings 
put  these  little  books  (the  llesolutions)  into  my  coat 
p<X!ket  ;  and  I  shall  put  this  one  there  too,  that  I  may 
<iflen  think  of  it.  The  Gospel  will  not  fail.  We  have 
seen  some  of  our  heathen  friends  brought  in  this  year,  and 
they  are  here  with  us.  Be  strong.  Ijot  the  hands  of  our 
hearts  reach  out  to  the  Ijovd.  Let  us  cleave  to  this  good 
work..    Ever,  ever,  ever." 


have  come  to  us, 
*  the  good  ground 


RfV.    C.    n.    ?(  H.\A(  KKNBKR( 


HoiiEPA  Tere  :  "  I  shall  talk  alone  of  the  love  of  God. 
If  we  know  nothing  of  the  love  of  God,  if  our  hearts  were 
all  dry,  we  should  not  have  come  here.  Let  ajl  know 
that  love  is  everything.  It  is  the  only  good  thing.  I-iOt 
us  all  have  love  in  our  hearts  ;  the  lip  only  is  not  right. 
IjOt  all  feel  that  *  it  is  good  to  be  here.'  Our  life  is  in  the 
heart.  Let  all  have  this  love.  Chiefs  and  all.  If  we  in- 
cline Ui  other  customs,  our  love  will  grow  cold.  Hear,  all 
of  you  :  l^ve  is  a  good  thing  for  the  great  man,  for  the 
little  nmn,  for  *  love  never  fails.'  " 

Paora  Tohatea  :  "  My  heart  says  *  Yes '  to  all  that  T 
have  heard.  For  the  great  man,  for  the  little  man,  love 
is  the  good  thing.  Let  us  love  those  who  are  beyond, 
that  they  may  become  like  us — sitting  in  love  in  the  pre- 
sence of  God.  May  we  all  appear  at  the  great  assembly 
in  the  presence  of  the  Chief  Shepherd  !  Many  are  under 
the  bondage  of  darkness.  Missionaries 
and  therefore  our  hearts  should  be  like 
which  beareth  fruit.'  " 

Matini  Hau  :  **  T  now  understand. 
In  time  past  I  was  bewildered  ;  I  did 
not  understand  this  thing.     I  now  see 
that  money  was  necessary  to  bring  the 
Missionaries  here,  and  it  is  wanted  to 
send   Missionaries  to  other  countries. 
Let  us  do  so  *  in  the  unity  of  the  faith.' 
Don't  let    us    be    weary.      What   we 
have  heard  is  good.     T^t  all  ears  be 
open.     Let  our  prayers  abound." 
Resolution  4. — "  That,  as  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  necessar}' 
in   order  to  the  success  of  our 
efforts,  we  will  continually  pray 
for  His  help." 
Aperahama     TuKiPiNCA  :     "  Our 
example  we  find  in  I.  Corinthians  xvi. 
2,  '  Lot  every  one  of  3^ou  lay  by  him  in 
store,    as    God    hath    prospered    him.' 
Let  us   follow  it.     We  have  hoard  of 
the  Church    of   Moravia,   the  Baptist 
Church,  Church  of  Scotland,  and  other 
Churches    l)eside    our   own   which    do 
this.     Let  us  continue.     Has  any  one 
a  pig  to  give  ?     I^t  him  do  so.     But 
let   us    not  forget   to  implore  God  for 
His  blessing.       Don't  think  about  the 
Chiefs    up    the    river    who    have    not 
come  ;  they   are    ignorant.      D(m't  bo 
influenced  by  their  example.       What, 
not  here  I      I^et  us  look  to  God." 
**  This  is  my  word.       Wo  are  of  Go<rs 
are    many    churches.     *  Where  two  or 
in  His  name  there  is  a  church. 
This   is  a  good 
Let  us  pray 


because    they   are 

11  KM  AN' A    Win  : 
Churches.       Thort 
three  are  gath(»red  together 
Th(»refore,  wo  aie  one  of  His  Churches, 
mooting.     The  Holy  Spirit    rests    upon    us. 
God  that  Ho  may  work  in  us  more  and  more. 

Arama  Kahaka,  Kaitoke  :  *'This  is  my  thought.  It 
is  very  good  to  set  apart  a  pig,  to  make  it  sacrofl  for  the 
work  of  sending  the  Gospel  to  those  who  *  sit  in  darkness.' 
Lot  me  also  say  that  when  we  have  another  meeting, 
should  it  be  at  the  Kainga  of  Parore  or  Tirarau,  let  none 
of  us  do  as  they  have,  because  they  have  stayed  away. 
I^t  us  be  united  and  continue  in  prayer." 

Other  good  addresses  were  delivered  by  the  Chiefs 
Paikea  and  Paenga-nui,  and  by  Taimona  Teikanui  and 
Hepana  Hamo,  and  the  collection  was  £13,  which  is  said 
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to  he   very   much   more   than   on    any  former  occasion.  upon  their  race.     From  some  of  the  utt^jrances,  it  is  dear 

While  tlie  resohitiona  adopts  were  evidently  draft<»d  by  tliat  the  speakers  had  come  to  realise  the  true  power  of 

the  Missionary,  and  the  informaticm  he  had  comnmnicated  religion.     But  the  bare  fact  that  in  less  than  twenty-five 


MoMMKXT  T(»  Tk  Wiikrowiikko's  DAitiiiTKR,  AT  A   V  \\i   NKAR  Otawhat,  Wam'a.     The  I'jirvinji:  is  said  to  liavo  becii  executotlby  a  ningle 
Native,  with  an  o\d  l»av<nici. 


colourfnl  some  of  the  a^ldresscs   given,  it   is  (Mjually  clear  yours  from   the  tinn'  when  Mr.  Wallis  opened  his  commis- 

there  was  also  independent    thought,  and  an  intelligent  sion  on   the  river,   eleven  persons   of   influence  could  be 

recognition  of  the  benefits  which  Christianity  had  conferred  found  there  advocating  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
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lands  is  most  astonishing,  and  only  to  be  accounted 
'  Divine  power.  How  the  facts  of  which  they  thus 
I  knowledge  as  to  the  outer  world  would  stimulate 
ht  and  intensify  prayer  in  the  converts  is  equally 

JS. 

5  next  year's  meeting  was  held  at  Okaro,  to  which 
[issionary  was  accompanied  by  about  two  hundred 
»  in  canoes  and  boats,  and  the  totiii  number  present 
ibout  five  hundred.  As  the  Chapel  was  not  large 
h  to  contain  them,  both  the  meeting  and  the  other 
BR  were  held  in  the  open  air.  Again  it  proved  a 
success.  Mr  Buller  says  :  "  Twelve  native  teachers 
jsed  the  meeting  in  brief  but  appropriate  speeches, 
if ter  wards  I  invited  Pare  re,  Paikea,  and  Tirarau 
three  principal  chiefs— to  say  a  f(»w  words.  The 
►rmcr  spoke  to  the  point  :  but  the  latter,  unhappily, 
1  as  untimely,    introduced   the  vexcnl  (jue^stion  of  a 


collections  ^  e  shall  have  renounced  Christianity.'  "  There 
and  then  it  was  carried  by  acclamation  to  hold  the  next 
annual  meeting  on  Mount  Wesley  (near  Mangawhare)  and 
there  it  was  held.  The  alxjve  accounts  all  refer  to  the 
ordinary  meetings  in  the  Circuits.  When,  in  1850,  the 
General  Superintendent,  the  Rev.  W.  Lawry,  visited  Eng- 
land, in  response  to  his  son's  suggestions,  they  contribut(Mi, 
as  a  special  gift,  weapons,  mats,  and  curios,  which,  sold  in 
London,  realised  ;€500.  Thus  they  evinced  their  thank- 
fulness for  the  blessings  they  had  received. 

These  proofs  of  Christian  feeling  and  principle  are  the 
more  impressive,  when  the  state  of  degradation  and  sin 
from  which  they  had  been  rescued  is  remembered.  Of 
this  we  can  now  hardly  form  a  conception.  But  in  some 
of  those  whose  Christian  behaviour  was  now  irreproachable, 
the  Missionaries  saw  remarkable  instances  of  it.  For 
example,  Mr  Buttle  speaks  of  the  principal  native  teacher 


iRTKD  Head  of  a  Canok  at  Kaiwarrawakra. 


:ed  land  boundary.  The  collection,  inchiding  several 
lODB  of  £1  and  k'2  each,  amounted  to  the  very  re- 
dble  sum  of  £47  18s  2d,  which  l  have  had  tlu;  plea- 
if  handing  over  to  our  Financial  Secretary.  Trade 
iber  had  been  brisk,  henco  the  increased  amount  at 
»llection.  At  one  time,  it  looked  as  though  these 
ning  meetings  might  l^e  given  up.  Failing  to  get  the 
question  above  referred  to  settled  to  his  satisfaction, 
bUy  Tirarau's  brother,  in  a  subsequent  discussion,  pro- 
and  urged  that  the  ^Missionary  meetings  be  dis- 
lued.  Evidently  human  nature  is  nmch  the  same 
J  Maori  as  the  European.  On  this,  Mr  Buller  ap- 
i  to  the  people,  were  they  preparer]  to  accede  to  such 
position  i  "Their  reply,"  says  he,  "  left  me  no  cause 
;ret  that  an  opportunity  had  been  afforded  *  of  test- 
heir  determination.'  With  a  hearty  voice  they  ex- 
ed,  *  No,  never  !  when  we  give   up  our   Missionary 


at  Wliakaluniutumu  as  a  fine  man,  firmly  attached  to  the 
discipline  of  llie  church,  and  looking  well  after  his  charge, 
and  hence  the  satisfactory  state  of  things  which  we  in- 
variabl}'  find  on  visiting  the  place.  Yet  he  states  "  this 
man  himself  told  me,  in  a  recent  conversation  I  had  with 
him,  what  a  monster  he  had  been  in  y(?ars  gone  by. 
*  Without  natural  affection,'  most  unceremoniously,  ami 
free  from  the  least  relenting,  he  had  murdered  his  own 
children,  putting  them  into  holes  dug  in  the  earth,  placing 
large  stones  ovim*  them,  and  so  crushing  them  to  death. 
Thwi  the  Missionary  exclaims,  *  The  dark  places  of  the 
earth  are  full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty.'  *  By  what 
power,'  he  further  asks,  are  these  works  of  *  the  old  mur- 
derer' to  be  destroyed?  He — the  teacher — would  say, 
*By  the  preaching  of  the  cross  of  Christ.'"  Nor  was 
this  by  an}'  means  a  solitary  instance.  It  might 
be     paralleled     in      almost     every     congregation.       The 
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change  was  siuiply  astounding.  Mr  Woon,  refer- 
ring to  this,  says  : — "The  account  we  have  heanl 
of  what  they  did  in  the  days  of  their  ignorance  and  when 
under  the  power  of  Satan  is  revolting  to  humanity.  They 
were  guilty  of  shedding  each  other's  blood  without  remorse, 
and  now  shudder  at  the  deeds  of  death  which  they 
perpetrated,  ascribing  all  the  change  to  the  Gospel. 
Mothers,  who  used  to  trample  their  infants  to  death  to 
get  rid  of  them,  l)ecause  th(>y  were  troublesome,  are  now 
possessed  of  the  love  of  God,  and  love  their  offspring. 
Men,  whose  hands  were  against  every  man,  and  every 
man's  hand  against  them,  who  used  to  kill  and  devour 
their  enemies  in  war,  are  now  walking  in  the  fear  of  G(h1 
and  the  comforts  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  love  their  neighbours 
as  themselves,  and  all  mankind  for  Christ's  sake.  Children, 
who  were  ignorant  and  debased  by  the  corrupt  example  of 
their  parents,  are  now  instructed  and  taught  in  schools 
and  can  read  fluently  in  the  New 
Testament  Scriptures.  Tn  former 
wars,  many  have  been  toiii  from 
their  homes  and  fricMids  and  taken 
captive  ;  but,  since  the  Gospel  has 
exerted  its  salutary  inHuence,  the 
Chiefs  have  given  up  their  slaves, 
and  they  luive  returne<l  to  their 
kindred.  1  witnessed  a  viuy  aiVeot- 
ing  scene  the  other  day.  Two 
brothers  hiul  thus  been  se])arate(l 
for  years.  On  the  return  of  the 
elder  from  slavery,  they  were  locked 
in  each  other's  arms  weeping,  re- 
joicing that  the  former  captive  was 
free  and  on  his  native  soil  again." 
Sometimes  a  most  graphic  account 
of  conversion  was  given  to  the 
Missionary.  A  young  man  from 
Patea  told  Mr  Woon  "  for  some 
time  he  worshipped  God  with  his 
lips  only,  and  knew  nothing  of  the 
extent  of  the  Divine  lov(»."  Pre- 
sently he  was  convinced  that  he 
was  a  sinner,  and  that  in  Christ 
there  was  salvation  from  sin.  He 
said  his  sins  appeared  in  bulk  like 
Mount  Egmont,  and  in  numl)er  as 
the  .sands  of  the  sea  shore.  After 
praying  and  seeking  in  the  means 
of  grace,  he  tied  for  r(»fuge  to  the 
Saviour,  and  could  now  say  wiih 
the  Apostle  "Thou  knowest  all  things  :  thou  knowest  that 
I  love  thee."  At  his  ba})tism  he  chose  v(  ry  aj>propriately 
tlu?  name  of  Peter,  and  after  hearing  him  pray  aftei*  one  of 
the  public  services,  the  Missionary  could  not  doubt  that  he 
had  passed  from  death  unto  life. 

The  beneficent  influence  of  Christianity  was  also  seen  in 
improved  material  conditions.  Wheat-growing  was  common. 
Steel  mills  had  been  introduced,  and  even  some  water- 
wheels  erected,  so  that  the  grain  was  ground,  and  bread 
became  one  of  the  princii>al  articles  of  diet.  Kesj>ect  tor 
law  and  order  were  steiwlily  growing.  A  remarkable 
instance  of  this  is  found  in  the  church  records  as  early  as 
1S41.  Five  persons  had  been  murdered  by  a  Maori  in  the 
North.  The  guilt  was  clearly  sheeted  home,  and  then  the 
nmrderer  was  found  and  given  up,  his  fellow  trib«*smen  re- 
solving to  stand  by  the  law.  The  ferocious  and  inhuman 
treatment  of  captives  taken  in  war  gave  place  to  kindlier 
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feelings  and  more  generous  treatment.  One  »uch  iucideui 
may  be  related.  A  young  chief  had  become  wearied  witli 
the  constant  scenes  of  bloodshed.  He  hid  himself  in  a 
place  near  the  enemy's  pah,  so  that  he  could  see  all  that 
was  passing.  From  the  pah  another  young  chief  came  out 
to  reconnoitre.  He  sat  down  with  his  Iwick  turned 
towards  his  concealed  foe,  who,  stealing  quietly  along, 
sprang  suddenly  upon  him,  pinioned  his  arms,  and  Iwi 
him  away  prisoner.  When  they  were  out  of  sight  of  tiie 
pah,  he  unbound  his  captive  and  bade  him  pinion  his  own 
arms  instead.  He  did  so,  and  then  marched  back  with  his 
former  captive  to  his  own  pah.  There  was  at  once  a  rush, 
and  the  presumed  prisoner  was  in  the  jaws  of  death.  Then 
the  young  chief  commanded  them  to  stay  their  hands  until 
he  had  told  them  how  he  had  secured  his  captive.  He  re- 
lated all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  asked  them 
whether  they  ought  to  kill  him.  They  were  filled  with 
admiration,  the  j)ris« mer  was  un- 
bound, peace  was  mt^de  between  the 
contending  tribes,  and  having  been 
feasted,  the  young  man  returned  tu 
his  own  place,  accompanied  by  some 
of  his  newly-gained  friends.  Quarrels 
were  now  often  settlcMl  without  any 
fighting  at  all.  Great  Chiefs  like 
Patuone  and  William  Naylor  exer- 
cis(Ml  all  their  influence,  and  fre- 
<inently  acUMl  as  pacificators.  All 
this  was  indication  of  the  strong 
hold  that  Christianity  was  gain- 
ing. 

Peihaps  a  triumph  ecjually  givat 
was  the  way  in  which  during  this 
period,  some  of  the  best  educalcfl 
and  most  intelligent  Maoris  gave 
thcuisehes  to  the  work  of  the 
Native  ministry,  and  the  diligence, 
elliciency,  and  success  with  which 
tlu'v  discharged  the  duties  of  their 
otlice.  Among  European.s,  the 
Christian  ministry  is  looked  upon 
as  an  honourable  profession.  But 
for  a  Maori  it  mennt  a  life  of  re- 
straint and  great  self-sacrifice.  He 
nmst  give  up  the  ceaseless  wander- 
ings, in  which,  fis  a  people,  they 
delighted.  He  nuist  surrender  the 
possibility  of  making  money  by  tnide, 
which,  to  many  of  them,  wjis  a 
tempting  bait.  He  had  to  forego,  for  the  most  part,  political 
influence.  Tn  dress,  in  conversation,  and  manner  he  must 
b(^  a  i)attern  to  the  people,  and  be  content  to  accept  a 
slender  reniunciation,  while  he  laboured  unceasingly  for 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  race.  All  this  was  joyfully 
done,  and  the  name  and  work  of  some  of  these  early  Maori 
ministers  deserve  honourable  mention. 

lI.VMioK.v  NcARoiM  (Sanmel  Honeybee),  whose  portrait 
appears  on  page  So,  was  the  first  actually  received  into 
the  ministerial  ranks.  Insignificant  in  appearance,  and  of 
no  rank,  ho  developed  a  strength  and  maturity  of  Christian 
character  which  won  gn^at  respect.  A  young  man  of  five 
or  six-and-twenty  wh(»n  the  !Slissi(m  was  commenced  at 
Whaingaroa,  ht^  was  one  of  the  fii-st  attendants  at  the 
services.  Soon  he  learned  to  read,  and  through  the 
instruction  given  and  study  of  the  Scriptures,  he  l)ocame 
'*  wise   unto   salvation."     Finding   that    he  possessed  the 
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pQwer  uf  speech,  he  wias,  after  proper  probatiou,  received 
as  a  local  preacher.  He  travelled  long  distances,  and  was 
made  very  useful,  both  amonp:  his  own  tribe  and  others. 
After  working  as  a  Catechist,  he  wjis  in  185C  received  as  a 
candidate  for  the  ministry.  He  wa«  then  a  nmn  of  middle 
a«5e  and  of  sound  judgnu^nt.  For  thirty-one  years  he 
faithful!}'  discharged  the  duties  of  a  Christian  pastor. 
Thnmgh  all  the  excitement  of  the  war  pericni,  he  and  his 
people  reniaine<l  loyal  to  the  QuetMi.  The  hit«»r  3*ears  of 
his  life  wen*  spent  at  Whatawhata,  on  the  Waipa  river. 
Infirmities  of  age  prevented  his  travelling  as  formerly,  but 
long  as  strength  permitted  he  preaclu'd  t<»  his  own  peojile 
there.  His  death,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight, 
was  calm  and  peaceful,  his  last  words  giving  assurance 
that  he  was  al)out  to  enter  on  lift*  eternal. 

WiKEMi:  Patenk  (William  Hart<m;(p.  100)  was  in  almost 
every  n^spcct  a  contnust  to  Hamiora.  He  had  a  splendid 
pliysi(jue,  and  bv  birth  was  related 
to  the  highest  Chiefs  of  Waikato. 
the  very  aristocracy  of  Maoridon 
On  a  field  of  battle  he  first  met  the 
Rev.  .J.  Whiteley,  who  sought  tt» 
make  |H*ace  between  tNV(>  eonteiirl- 
ing  parties.  Hitherto  he  had  tak<n 
<lelight  in  the  raids  of  his  tribe,  and 
was  fast  gaiiiiiijL^'  celebrity  .is  a 
warrior.  Xow  he  beeame  an 
att4*iidant  at  the  Mission  Cliureh, 
an<l  s<K)n  after  was  eonverted. 
Possessing  eoiisiderable  mental 
power,  and  the  »^ift  of  oratory 
which  most  of  the  highenlass  Maoris 
had,  he  began  to  j)rea<li,  and  was 
soon  jiopular.  On  the  opening  of 
the  Grafton  l^>ad  Institution,  be 
l>ecame  one  of  the  first  students, 
and  greatly  profited  by  tlu^  training. 
Working  successfully  as  a  teai-lier 
an<l  Cathechist,  he  was  in  is.'jp 
calk»d  to  the  ministry,  which  hr 
exei*cis(Hl  chiefly  among  his  own 
tribe.  During  the  trying  time  of 
the  Waikato  w.ar,  his  counsel  was 
often  sought  by  the  (Government, 
and  while  himself  thoroughly  loyal,  he 
was  giTatly  respected  by  tlu^  rebels. 
In  his  house  at  Karakariki,  he  pre- 
sentefl  a  g«xKl  example  of  ho»ne  life, 
and  comfort  and  onler  unusual, 
while  he  fully  pi-eatOied  the  Gospel,  which  had  been  to 
himself  "the  power  of  (iod  unto  salvation."  Although 
so  dissimilar,  he  and  Ngaropi  wen*  true  yokef(»llows,  always 
solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  their  people.  After  a  twenty- 
five  years'  ministry,  Patene  passed  to  his  reward,  at  the 
ripe  age  of  scventj'four. 

WiLLL\M  Te  Kotk  tk  Ratoi*  (Scott)  (p.  120)  belonged  to 
a  Wairarapa  tribe,  and  was  an  exi-eedingly  amiable  and 
gentle  character.  In  his  youth  he  had  jK-rsonal  experience 
of  slavery,  for  he  was  with  his  parents  taken  ca]>tive  by  tht; 
notorious  Te  Rauparaha,  and  carried  to  Porirua.  While 
living  there  he  was  brought  under  the  [>owerof  theCJospel, 
and  l)ecame  a  decide*!  Christian.  In  lsr)i  he  was  sent  to 
the  Three;  Kings  Institution,  and  for  three  y<'ars  was 
]invi1ege<l  with  Mr.  ReicTs  training  and  instriution,  by 
which  he  greatly  profited.  J  lis  k now ledg(»  was  increased 
and  his  judgment  matured.     The  Maoris  in  the  Chathams, 
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having  long  desired  a  minister,  he  was  sent,  and  laboured 
there  with  great  devotion  for  several  years,  and  had 
considerable  success.  Eventually  most  of  the  people  there 
n^turned  to  Taranaki.  Kote  was  then  stationed  at  Kau- 
paki,  having  under  his  charge  the  Maori  congregations  of 
Canterbury  and  Otago.  He  travelled  from  Kaiapoi  to  the 
Otago  Hea<ls,  and  ministeriMl  to  the  p  ople  with  great 
acceptance.  After  many  years,  becimiing  too  feeble  to 
itinerate,  he  return(Hl  to  the  home  of  his  ancestors,  where 
h(»  ditnl  in  jx^ace,  after  a  blameless  lif(»  oi  seventy  years,  of 
which  thirty-six  were  sj)ent  in  the  ministry. 

Ho.vvi  AV.viTi,  of   Kaipara,  was  a  fellow-student  with 

Hamiora  and  Wi  Patene  at  Grafton  Road.     Though  but  a 

youth,  lu»  was  th(»re  soundly  convertc^l,  as  has  been  already 

relat^nl.     He  became  a  close  student  of  the  Scriptures,  and 

had  an  (»xtensiv<»  accjuaintancc  with   their  contents.     He 

was  a  persuasive  pr(»acher,  his  doctrine  distilling  as  the 

dew.     By  birth  ho  was  entitled  to 

th(»  position   of  Chief  of  the  trilxj, 

•\\'^i  ^  ^>"^  ^*i^  taste  and  habits  le<l  him  U> 

prefer    the  position  of  a  Christian 

]         pastor.     After  some  years'  service 

I         as  Catechist   he  was   ordained,  and 
.  was   in   every   respect  a  pattern   to 

ftli(»  believers  for  nineteen  years 
more.  The  otlicial  obituary  says  of 
him  :  '*  His  Christian  life  was 
marked  by  gentleness,  consistency, 
and  heroic  endurance  under  great 
tiials,  while  his  ministry  was  marked 
by  fidelity  and  success."  He  gave 
two  sons  to  the  service  of  the 
church,  and  among  his  last  words 
wer(»,  ''The  past  is  past,  th(»  future 
is  bright,  very  bright."  Though 
twelv<^  years  have  passcKl  since  liis 
death,  his  name  and  memory  are 
still  cherished  by  the  Kaipara 
people. 

Honk  Kki:to\k  (John  Eggleston) 
also  served  faithfully  for  five  years, 
while  Pi  HUM  H.\NX\'s  (Philip 
Hannah;  course  was  cut  short 
after  a  few  months.  All  these 
were  in  the  Scriptural  sense  of 
th(t  expression  "men  of  God." 
They  knew  the  power  of  Christ's 
grace,  and  faithfully  proclaimed  it, 
whiles  their  lives  were  a  convincing 
testimony.  Tlu*  Kurop<*an  Missionaries  ghully  r(»cognise<l 
them  as  fellow  labourers,  and  In^ld  them  in  high  esteem. 

in  Waikouaiti,  th<^  most  southerly  stati(>n  of  the 
Mission,  work  was  also  being  steadily  carried  on,  and  a 
goodly  measure  of  success  achiev<Hl.  In  the  ship  "  Jolni 
Wicklifle,"  which  arrived  in  IS  IS,  and  brought  the  first 
contingent  of  innnigrants  to  Otagt),  there  came  a  young 
local  i»reacher  from  the  City  of  Durham,  Thomas  Kerens 
by  name.  He  luul  received  a  goo<l  education,  and  was 
full  of  zeal.  A  few  days  after  his  arrival  the  l{ev.  C. 
Creed  visited  liim,  and  one  or  two  other  Meth<Klists  at 
Port  Chalmers.  After  insp«*cting  his  credentials,  Mr 
CreiMl  ofi'ered  Mr  Tenuis  th«'  position  of  Day  School 
Teacher  for  the  Maori,  half  caste,  and  European  children 
on  the  Mission  Stali«»n.  He  aciepted  the  proposal,  and 
dischargcMJ  these  duties  for  about  three  years.  During 
that  time  he  kept  a  journal,  the  manuscript  of  which  has 
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been  kindly  placed  at  the  writer's  disposal.  It  is  full  of 
interesting  details,  and  shows  the  dirficulties  with  which 
the  Mission  was  beset  in  the  early  yeare,  and  the  progress 
made.  As  previously  stated,  Waikouaiti  was  then  a 
whaling  station,  and  the  European  population  was  of  a 
very  mixed  character.  Various  nationalities  were  repre- 
sented, and  most  of  the  men  had  been  at  sea  for  years. 
Not  a  few  of  them  were  hard  drinkers.  Some  of  them  had 
married  Maori  wives,  others  were  notoriously  immoral. 
Their  free  living  and  hard  drinking  were  serious  obstacles 
to  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  among  the  Natives,  as  they 
naturally  referred  the  Missionary  to  the  lives  of  his  own 


Chnst's  life.  The  Missionary  also  took  long  journeys,  aixl 
regularly  visiter!  the  kaiks  (as  the  villages  are  there  c?lled) 
from  Moeraki  to  the  Molyneux.  He  gaine<i  the  confideDce 
and  esteem  of  the  peope,  who  used  afterwards  to  refer  to 
him  as  the  little  man  of  great  energy  and  wonderful 
knowledge,  the  latter  because  of  the  account  which  he  was 
able  to  give  them  of  the  Natives  of  the  Fiji  and 
Friendly  Islands.  Not  a  few  were  converted  under 
his  ministry,  some  of  whom  he  saw  die  in  the  faith  of  the 
Gospel,  while  others,  for  many  years  after,  showed  the 
consistency  of  their  Christian  profession.  When  3Ir. 
Creed    took   charge*,  he    was   better   furnished    than  his 
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countrymen.  Spirituous  licjuors,  t<M),  were  freely  dis- 
tribut(»d,  and  with  the  usual  disjistrous  results.  AA'heii 
Mr  Watkin  Ix^gan  his  work,  he  luwl  first  of  all  to  anjuire 
the  language.  His  knowledge  of  Tongueso  helped  him, 
and  he  w?is  scnm  able  to  make  himself  understO(xl.  IJut 
there  were  no  books,  so  he  had  to  Ix^gin  to  translate 
immediately.  Primers  and  a  translation  of  the  Gospel  of 
Matthew  in  their  own  dialect  were  prepared,  sent  up  to 
Sydney  for  printing,  and  on  their  return  he  set  himself  to 
teach  both  old  and  young.  They  proved  apt  pupils,  and 
some  of  them  soon  became  acquainted  with  the  outline  of 


predecessor,  as  he  brought  with  him  a  supply  of  service 
bo. ks,  hymns,  and  T(»staments.  These  were  printtnl  in  the 
Waikato  (liah'ct,  which  is  soft  .and  euphimious,  ami  had 
been  chosen  by  the  two  Protestant  Missions  as  the 
standard  for  literary  purposes.  The  Natives  who  could 
alrejuly  read  were  charm(»d  with  it,  and  as  Mr.  Creed  was 
a  fluent  spt  aker  therein,  all  list<»n(»d  with  great  attention 
to  his  fuJdresses.  An  account  is  given  of  the  convei*sion  of 
a  remarkable  old  man  of  ninety  years  of  age,  which  took 
place  in  1S49.  His  name  was  Maru.  By  birth  and 
profession  he  was  a  priest,  or  tohun^fo,  and  reroarkably 
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well  acqiudnted  with  Maori  mythology  aud  tiuditioo.    Ue 

mu  a  man  of  exoeptimial  aitnlity,  and  his  life  had  been 

eouiiently  Tirtuoiu.    He  was  not  tattoed.    He  had  never 

eaten  human  flesh,  bat  abhorred  the  custom.    Nor  had  he 

given  way  to  the  excesses  which  were  so  common.     From 

his  yonth  np,  having  knowledge  of  Maori  mysteries,  he  had 

always  reverenced  the  greatest  Ood  in  the  highest  heavens, 

and  believed  in  an  Incarnation  of  the  Son  oi  this  God,  of 

which  they  had  some  hazy  idea.     The  mode  of  his  decision 

for  Christ  was  most  pronounced.     He  was  in  the  habit  of 

attending   Divine  service.     One    Sunday  morning,    with 

other  old  men,  he  sat  listening.     Mr.  Creed's  text  was 

I.  Corinthians  i.  24 :  "  Christ,  the  power  of  God,  and  the 

wisdom  of  God."    In  illustrating  his  subject,  he  referred 

to  the  Maori  tradition  of  Incarnation,  and  urged  that  in 

Christ  there  was  the  realisation  of  this.     Maru's  eyes  were 

fixed  upon  the  speaker.     As  he  presented  Jesus  as  the 

Incarnate    God,    the    Holy  Spirit 

applied    the    truth.      He    saw    its 

meaning,  and  as  he  heard  of  Him 

who  was  the  power  and  wisdom  of 

God   dying    to    save  mankind,  he 

nttered  exclamations  of  assent  and 

approval.     Fi-om  that  time  he  was 

most  devout,  and  would   listen  to 

the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  by  the 

hour.     Always  quiet  and  gentle,  he 

now  became  exceedingly  earnest  foi* 

the  salvation  of  his  old  companions, 

and  talked  and  pleaded  with  them 

to    this    end.     After    about   eight 

months,   he  died,   in  the   faith   of 

Jesus.     While   sitting  in  the  sun, 

his    spirit    passed    away,    no    one 

knowing  the  hour  of  his  departure. 

Another  veteran,  who  also  l>ecanie 

a  convert^  was  called  Koraka.     He 

was  the  oldest  chief  of  the  tribe, 

and  had  been  a  noted  warrior  anc] 

cannibal.     As   a   young    man    he 

remembered   Captain  Cook's   visit, 

and    treasured    for  many  years   a 

tomahawk  given  him  by  the  great 

navigator.    With  this  tomahawk  he 

had  carried  terror  into  the  ranks  of 

his  enemies,  slaying  not  a  few,  and 

then  savagely  tearing  out  and  eating 

the  hearts  of  hia  victims.     Nor  had 

hehiniself  passed  scatheless,  but  bore 

the  markjr  of  many  wounds.     After 

Mam's  conversion,  he  spent  many  hoars  conversing,  with 

the  result  that  he  also  became  '  a  new  creature  in  Christ 

Jesus.'     He  put  away  the  younger  of  his  two  wives,  and 

married  the  eldef,  who  also  became  a  sincere  Christian 

nnder  the  name  of  Mata  Wakina  (Mother  Watkin).     This 

old   oonple  also  died  in  the  Christian  hope.     Haerewa, 

another  fighting  chief,  was  also  converted.     Many  such 

trophies  ofgrace  were  gathered,  and  though  the  population 

was  small,  lasting  good  was  done.     As  the  Missionary  had 

to  visit  distant  parts  of  Otago,  and  was  sometimes  away 

for  weeks,  the  conduct  of  service  during  his  absence  was 

devolved    npon    three    Natives — Matiu   (the   'Captain'), 

Rawiri  Te  Maire,  and  Horomona,  and  testimony  b  borne 

to  the  deoonim  and  propriety  with  which  they  officiated 

and  to  tbeir  earnestness  as  preachers.    Incidentally  we 

obtain  a  i^honpae  of  the  incidents  which  broke  the  monotony 
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of  life  on  the  station.  On  ono  occasion  a  small  vessel  coiuo 
into  the  harbour,  on  board  of  which  was  a  sea  captain  uid 
a  young  lady  from  Pigeon  Bay,  who  had  come  to  be  united 
in  holy  matrimony.  As  Mr.  Creed  had  left  a  few  hours 
before  for  Port  Chalmers,  there  was  no  resource  but  to  up 
stick  and  follow  him  if  their  laudable  object  was  to  be 
,  accomplished. 

The  Rev.  J.  F.  Wohlers,  of  the  German  Mission  at 
Jacob's  River,  came  to  visit  his  brother  Missionary,  and 
impressed  all  who  met  him  with  his  simple  and  unaffected 
piety. 

Mr.  Ferens  threw  himself  heartily  into  the  work  of 
teaching,  and  both  Mr.  Creed  and  himself  were  gratified 
with  the  progress  the  children  made.  He  also  learned 
Maori,  that  he  might  preach  to  Natives  as  well  as 
Europeans.  Six  months  after  his  arrival  he  read  the 
prayers  and  lessons  in  that  language,  and  soon  after  made 
his  first  attempt  at  preaching 
therein.  As  he  was  imperfectly 
acquainted  with  the  idioms,  he 
adopted  the  plan  of  reading  the 
text,  stating  the  divisions,  and  then 
applying  the  various  parts  by  recit- 
ing appropriate  Scripture  passages 
bearing  thereon.  This  earned  for 
him  from  his  Maori  congregation 
the  fu)briqiiet  of  '  the  man  with  the 
straight  tongue.'  Stimulated  by 
what  had  been  done  in  the  North, 
Mr.  Creed  aimed  at  making  Wai- 
kouaiti  the  chief  centre  of  education 
for  the  southern  portion  of  the 
Middle  Island,  and  he  and  Mr. 
Forens  actually  selected  a  site  for 
the  institution  that  was  to  be.  Mr. 
Ferens'  zeal,  intelligence,  and  piety 
were  such  that  Mr.  Creed  wished 
him  to  beccMne  a  Missionary,  and  he 
spent  some  months  in  preparation 
for  the  examinations.  Since  the 
arrival  of  Europeans  in  the  Colony, 
there  has  never  been  a  large  Maori 
population  in  the  South  Island.  In 
1840,  the  total  number  was  esti- 
mated at  seven  thousand.  But 
there  were  considerable  villages  at 
Motueka,  at  Arahura  on  the  West 
Coast,  Akaroa  and  various  other 
bays  on  Banks'  Peninsula,  as  well 
as  in  Otago,  and  in  the  neighbour-^ 
hood  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound.  As  the  Wesleyan 
Mission  was  the  first  established,  all  these  were  more  or 
less  identified  with  it.  Within  a  few  months  of  Mr. 
Ironside's  settlement  at  Cloudy  Bay,  parties  of  them  came 
from  all  these  places  for  instruction,  and  many  of  them 
returned  to  their  homes  professing  Christians.  The  con- 
nexion was  kept  up  with  Waikouaiti,  and  requests  came 
from  these  other  centres  that  a  resident  Missionary  should 
be  appointed.  It  was  the  purpose  of  Mr.  Creed  that  Mr. 
Ferens  should  be  settled  in  one  of  these  places,  and  from 
his  talents,  piety,  and  good  sense,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
he  would  have  proved  a  most  successful  co-worker. 
Unfortunately,  dissension  and  trouble  arose  in  the  Home 
Church.  The  Missionary  exchequer  was  depleted,  and 
imperative  instructions  were  sent  out  that  no  further 
extensions    were    to    be   attempted.      Even    the    small 
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allowances  made  to  tin*  Missionary  and  tSchoolmaster  were 
two  years  in  arrears.  Like  good  men  and  true,  they  stuck 
bravely  to  their  posts,  exercise*!  the  most  rigid  economy, 
and  dispensed  with  all  the  paid  labour  possible  until  the 
storm  was  pjist.  Even  then  the  financial  stringency  was 
such,  that  an  additional  Missionary  could  not  be  employed. 
Mr.  Ferens  therefore  turned  his  attention  to  business, 
ultimately  became  a  runholder  in  North  Otago,  and  was  for 
a  time  possessed  of  considerable  wealth.  To  the  end  of 
his  days  he  was  a  devoted  preacher  and  generous  supporter 
.of  the  Church,  and  always  looked  back  with  pleasure  to  his 


Cort  Henry  Schnackenberg  was .  a  nativ^e  of  Hanover, 
where  he  was  brought  up  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  and, 
trained  in  the  fear  of  God.  At  thirteen  years  of  age,  the 
death  of  his  father  cast  him  upon  the  world.  As  a  young 
man  he  went  to  Tiondon  to  fill  a  position  in  a  business 
house,  but  shortly  after  emigrated  to  New  South  Wales. 
After  residing  there  two  years,  he  was  sent  by  his  em- 
plo^'ers  to  New  Zealand,  to  act  as  agent  for  the  purchase 
of  flax,  limber,  and  other  produce.  Living  at  Kawhia  he 
became  ac(|uainted  with  Mr.  Whit(»ley,  and  joined  the 
Church.     His  deep  and"  earnest  piety  was  c(mspicuous,  and 


PiFiBiKi,  Wax(;axui  Rivkr. 


MARTIN,   PHOTOGRAPHER. 


residence  on  the;  Mission  Station.  Mr.  Creed's  health 
failed  shortly  after,  and  he  was  removed  to  New  South 
Wales,  where  he  died  in  1891.  The  p>ortrails  of  himself 
■and  his  wife  are  to  bo  found  on  p«ig(*  75. 

After  a  few  years,  the  IVfissionary  income  was  again 
buoyant.  Some  of  the  older  Missionaries  were  removing, 
•and  others  were*  recjuin^d  for  work  in  the  European  settle- 
ments. LabouHMs  were  still  re<|uired  on  the  ^laori 
sUitions  in  the  Noitli,  and  three  men  were  received  into 
the  ministry  in  the  colony,  two  of  whom  hap{»ily  still 
survive. 


as  soon  as  he  learn«'d  Maori  he  began  to  pi-each.  In  1844 
he  became  a  Catechist  at  ^lokau.  During  nine  yeai-s  that 
he  sf)ent  there,  he  gathered  congregations  in  most  of  the 
seltlements  and  established  several  schools,  his  sphere  of 
work  extending  from  Mokau  to  the  White  Cliffs.  Having 
proved  himself  faithful  and  capable,  he  was  received 
into  th(»  ministry  in  IHo.S.  From  ISoS  to  186.*^  he  had 
chaige  of  the  Kawhia  Station.  He  travelled  hmg  distances 
into  the  interior,  and  lal>oured  most  assiduou.sly.  On  the 
Native  war  breaking  out,  the  Government  considereii  his 
life  was  not  safe  there,  and  compelled  hira  to  remove.     He 
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x)k  up  his  iTsidcnce  at  Aotea,  hoping  hCIII  to  watch 
he  converts,  attond  to  the  schools,  and  possibly 
e  between  the  disaffected  Natives  and  the  Europeans. 
)pe  was  delusive.  The  rapid  spread  of  the  Hauliau 
;ism  made  his  continuance  tliere  impossible,  and  by 
on  of  the  Rev.  T.  Buddie  hcj  reniovwl  to  Whaingaroa 
in),  where  the  la>'t  sixteen  years    of  his  life  w(Te 

Tlie  times  were  troublous.  H(»  was  often  ex]K)sed 
il,  and  hjul  much  discouragenierst.  Kawhia,  Aotoa, 
1,  and  \Vai])a  were,  one  after  another,  added  to  his 
al  charge.  lAttU^  could  be  done.  Kxcept  those  on 
n  station,  and  a  few  at  Waipa,  all  the  Natives  joined 
ebels,  and  many  of 
lost  their  lives.  His 
wiw  grieved  at  the 
of  his  life-work.  Hut 
led  on,  preaching  to 
mil  English  and  Na- 
congregations.  and 
ig  to  know  no  weari- 
ntil  sickness  overtook 
Mu\  on  a  voyage  to 
and  for  medical  ad- 
he     expired     in    his 

Mr.  8chnack«»nberg 

accjuired  sutlicient 
ftrity  with  English  to 
e  a  fluent  speaker. 
if  Maori  he  had  a 
tent  knowh^dge,  and 
it  freely.  He  was  a 
ll  pastor,  and  by  the 
8  greatly  respect e<l. 
todest  and  retiring 
t,  sincere  and  con- 
ions,  he  gained  also 
oodwiU  of  the  Euro- 
[yhurches.  As  an  old 
16  «aid,  *  I  have  never 
a  jubilant  Christian, 
om  the  age  of  twelvt» 
I  have  honestly  en- 
ured to  serve  the 
'  The  Master  spared 
in  the  conflict  with 
t  and  his  brother 
marien  sincerely  la- 
id him. 

■ee  years  after  Mr. 
4;kenborg  began  his 
berial  work,  the  Hev. 
im  Gittos,  now  the 
'  minister  in  the  activ(» 
of  the  Mission,   was 

ed  as  a  candidate.  Connected  l;y  rehiticmship  with 
of  the  old  Mission  families,  h(»  was  brought  up  as  a 
1  Hokianga.  There  he  gained  an  juM|uaiiitaiice  with 
nguage,  which  he  has  since  so  ]>erfecte(l.  that  now  he 
bly  knows  it  better,  and  s])eaks  it  more  correctly, 
most  Maoris  of  this  generation.  Convertc^d  as  a 
^  man,  he  s«Kjn  became  a  local  preacher,  and  in  the 
bourhood  of  Auckland  conductcvl    services  for  V)oth 

When  he  offered  for  the  ministry,  his  thorough 
intance  with  Native  habits  an.l  usages  enabled  him 
ice  to   take  charge  of  a  Mission  Station.     For  two 

at   Wairoa,    and   over    twenty   at    Otamatea,    he 


Mrs.  H.  H.  Lawuv. 


ministered  to  the  Maoris  of  the  Kaipara  District,  gaining 
great  influence  among  them.  His  phjsical  strength  was 
freely  spent  in  their  behalf.  Ix)ng  and  fatiguing  l)oat 
journeys  were  undertaken  by  day  and  night  to  visit  their 
s(»ttlements,  and  he  endured  fatigues,  to  which  a  less  robust 
man  must  have  succunib(»d.  He  literally  lived  for  the 
Maori  people,  being  their  trusted  adviser  in  things 
temporal  as  well  as  spiritual.  In  all  the  toils  of  those 
and  subscMfuent  years  he  hivs  been  greatly  aided  by  his 
wife.  The  second  daughter  of  Mr  Hobbs,  herself  possess- 
ing an  almost  perfect  knowledge  of  the  Maori  charact(»r  as 
well  as  the  language,  she  has  insi)ired  and  sustained  him 

with  a  devotion  equal  to 
his  own.  Seven  y(»ai*s  ago, 
Mr  Gittos  came  to  Auck 
land,  but  still  had  the  over- 
sight of  the  Kaipara  cir- 
cuit. Subseijuently,  at  the 
re(|uesi  of  the  Conference, 
he  re-opened  the  \Vaij)a 
Mis.sion,  n^siding  at  Te 
Awamutu,  and  \isiting  the 
princip.d  Native  kaingas 
throughout  the  King  Coun- 
try. In  1S1)4,  h(*  was  aji- 
j)ointed  Supt'rintendent  (»f 
lh«'  Maori  Missions  in  th(» 
Auckland  Province,  in 
which  capacity  lu*  super- 
vises the  work  of  the  Native 
ministers  in  Hokianga,  Kai- 
para, and  Waipa,  and  visits 
and  pi-eachcs  in  these  <lis- 
Iricts  from  time  to  time. 
Aftei-  forty  three  years  of 
uninterrupted  service  in  tlu* 
Mission,  and  having  borne 
a  full  share  of  exjjosui-e,  he 
is  still  strong  to  labour, 
while  his  name  and  in- 
fluence are  i-ecognised  by 
th«'  Maoris  in  every  part  of 
ihe  i-olonv. 

The  Kev.  William  .1. 
AN'atkin's  ministry  also 
connnence<l  in  IS:')?.  The 
ehh'st  son  of  tin?  late  Hev. 
J.  Watkin,  he  was  born  in 
the  Friendly  Islands,  but 
brought  up  in  New  Zealand. 
At  Waikouaiti  lu^  learned 
to  speak  ^laori  as  easily 
as  English,  and,  jls  a  youth 
at  Wellini^ton,  maintained 
As  assistant  teacher  at  Three 


()l)it.,  l)cc.  2l8t.,  LS97. 
his  ac(juaintance  therewith. 


Kings,  he  had  daily  (K\rasion  for  its  u<e.  A  man  of  unusual 
fluency  and  wi(I(»  reading,  blest  with  the  saving  salt  of 
humour  in  an  unusual  degree,  he  soon  became  a  popular 
speaker.  His  fir^t  circuit  was  Nelson,  but  there  were  then 
within  its  bounds  as  many  Maori  i)reaching  i)laces  as 
English,  and  l)oth  the  ministers  were  bilingual  speakers. 
He  wjLs  remove<l  from  thence  to  th(»  Kai  Iwi  Institution, 
where  for  four  years  his  gifts  for  teaching  weie  brought 
into  recpiisiiion.  Never  a  strong  man  physically,  his 
vivacity,  power  of  picturesijue  description,  amiability,  and 
symjiathy   gave  him    ready   access    to  the    Native   mind. 
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After  leaving  Kai  Iwi,  Mr.  Watkin's  ministry  was  chiefly 
in  the  European  churches,  and  after  thirty-five  years  of 
labour,  he  became  a  supernumerary  in  Onehunga,  where  he 
still  resides. 

Of  the  pro<(ress  thus  sketched,  statistics  alone  would  give 
a  very  imperfect  idea,  but  they  bring  out  significant  facts. 
On  the  fourteen  stations  of  the  Missions  there  were  in  1846 
seventeen  European  IVrissionaries.  They  w(»re  assisted  as 
teachei*s,  class-leiulers,  local  preachers,  etc.,  by  .'545 
gratuitous  helpers,  and  had  under  their  can^  2960  church 
members,  and  4874  i)upils  in  the  sch(M)ls.  Seven  years 
later   it  was  reported    that   there    were  2i)t]  chapels  and 


his  visit  to  Auckland  conclusively  proves.  Five  of  those, 
three  men  and  two  women,  as  given  in  his  published 
journal  may  be  cited  : — 

John  :  "  These  are  my  thoughts.  I  am  not  going  back 
to  old  times.  T  do  not  intend  to  speak  of  my  former  con- 
dition, but  simply  to  talk  of  my  present  experience  of  i\w 
things  of  God.  When  the  Word  of  God  first  found  mo.  it 
made  me  feel  that  I  was  the  greatest  sinner  in  the  world. 
It  told  me,  too,  that  Jesus  Christ  died  for  tho  chirf  oi 
sinners.  What  I  want  to  say  just  now  is,  that  I  M 
Jesus  Christ  died  for  me ;  that  he  redeemed  me  from  all 
my  sins.     I  feel  persuiwled  you  are  going  to  Heaven.    1 


Anyas'  "  The  Xeir  ZralamUr^.") 


A    MoXCMLNT    TO  ThKKK    ChILDKKN,    NKAI:    Tk    AwAIM,    Ll.nli.Y     La\.  ^\Iirpruilnn',l  .'rom 

One  of  tho  most  perfect  speciineiiH  of  Maori  curvinjj:  and  inlaying. 

am  r('j«)i(M»(l  in  my  heart   to  know    that  T  am  goin^j  there 


preaching  places,  0  catechists,  and  'V2'2  local  prc^achcrs, 
while  the  memlx;rs  numbered  4000.  There  wci'e  IHS  Sun- 
day and  88  week-day  schools,  with  oHlG  scholars,  and  the 
total  attendants  at  public  worship  were  computed  at 
10,864.  During  the  septennial  period,  therefore,  the 
membership  had  inei eased  by  fifty  per  cent.,  and  the 
scholars  by  more  than  twenty  per  cent.  The  entire  Maori 
popidation  at  the  time  was  su])posed  to  be  from  a  hundie<l 
to  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  and  .Mi'  Whiteley 
estimated  that  nine-tenths  of  them  had  embraced 
Christianity.  That  it  was  not  a  mere  formal  ju-ofes- 
si<m,  the  experience?  of  several  whom    Mr   Young  met  on 


too.  You  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  hope  to  get  to 
Hc^aven  through  him.  Now,  if  you  get  to  heaven  through 
Jesus  Christ,  1  shall  certainly  be  with  you,  for  I  feel  tliat 
He  is  my  Saviour,  and  has  njdeemetl  me  from  my  siuj;. 
This  is  all  I  have  to  say.'' 

IsAiJKLLA  :  *'Th(»se  are  my  thoughts  that  are  insi<le  my 
heart.  In  the  days  of  my  ignorance  1  sat  in  darkness, 
and  knew  not  that  there  was  a  Saviour  for  me.  When  I 
was  first  awakened  I  saw  my  darkness  and  misery,  and 
my  heart  cried.  ]My  heart  did  not  tell  me  to  KH)k' up  to 
God.     I  could  not.     T    could  do   nothing  but  look  at  my 


•  Most  of  tlie  illustrations  in  the  roniainder  of  tlic  Ma«>n  section  have  been  prepared  from  specrial  drawings  made  from  tlie  excellent 
illustrations  in  Anpas'  "  The  New  Zealanderd,"  published  in  lHi7,  and  a  rare  copy  of  wliieh  has  been  kindly  loaned  to  the  editor  by  Mr.  C. 
£wen,  of  Wellington. 
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continued  thus  for  a  long  time,  and  could  only 
what  a  great  sinner  I  was,  and  nobody  could  save 
limself.  The  darkness  began  to  break.  A  little 
ichod  my  heart,  and  God  said  *  Come  unto  me 
fill  give  thee  rest.*  While  I  was  listening  and 
greater  light  broke  over  my  soul.  The  words  of 
t  went  up  to  God.  I  said,  I  have  been  very 
I  have  been  diHol)edient  long.  Now,  take  my 
se  my  soul ;  I  give  all  to  Thee.  God  took  me  for 
1.  I  can  now  rejoice  in  God  my  Saviour.  I  have 
ght — the  path  to  heaven  is  laid,  and  made  plain 
irough  Jesus  Christ.  My  great  desire  is  that  I 
ve  to  God  ;  that  He  may  never  remove  to  a  dis- 
>m  me  ;  that  I  may  never  be  separated  from  Him. 
)  glorify  Him  as  long  as  I  live." 
p  :  **In  my  old  state  I  was  a  great  thief.  I  used 
he  property  of  a  great 
When  committing  the 
wa»  arrested,  and  cast 
on.  While  I  lay  then^ 
friend  ha<l  compassion 
came  to  mo,  and  ran- 
le.  He  paid  down  a 
rice    for    my    ransom, 

made      free. 
I     was     a 

^reat    thief, 


?>g^G) 


was 

mean, 
a 


[ 

inner, 

>bbed  God  :  but  Jesus 
Eune,  and  paid  down  a 
:or  me.  He  redeemed 
His  precious  blood.  1 
»  the  Institution  at 
d  in  1848.  It  was  here 
at  convinced  of  sin.  It 
a  Mr.  Buddie  preached 
1 2th  of  January,  from 
1,  *  The  wicked  shall  be 
nto  hell,  and  all  the 
hat  forget  Gck].'  The 
ocked  me  down.     I  fell 

the  ground,  and  felt 

W9S  just  hanging  over 

th  of  the  pit,  ready  to 

I   Jooke<l  about   for 

flaw  no  refuge.  My 
iled.  I  was  sinking. 
Sfliis   came,  and  I   saw 

of  God.     I  cast  myself  

ove.    He  took  me  from 

pardoned  my  sin,  and  T 

<jelf  to  Him — my  hands,  my  feet,  all  my  IkkI}' — to 

nts  for  God,  and  all   my  soul  tcK).     I  am  His,  and 

ng  to  heaven — the  home  lu?   has  mad(i  for  us  all. 

.11  I  have  to  say." 

[ :  "  My  thought  is  that  I  was  one  of  the  greatest 

n  the  world.     When  I  was  continuing  in  my  sin 

myself,  *  the  finish  of  these  things  will  be  death. ^ 
came  to  live  at  the  Three  Kings  School,  I  found 
d  was  preached  by  day  and  by  night.  No  day 
ind  no  night  passed,  without  the  Word  of  G<»d 
•oken.  I  found,  too,  that  they  prayed  day  and 
id  I  was  le<l  to  give  my  heart  to  God.  I  said  to 
ei*e  is  my  heart/  I  gave  all  myself  to  God.  I  did 
le  myself,  but  gave  tlie  whole  of  me  to  God.     He 


Nkar  Vikw  ok  St.  Pait/s  Rock,  Whanoaroa. 


(9" 


took  me,  and  I  am  His.     The  desire  of  my  soul  is  to  love 
Him,  and  to  sit  with  Him  for  ever." 

ToMONA  :  "This  meeting  warms  my  heart.  When  I 
look  back  I  see  that  we  had  no  such  meetings  as  these  in 
the  days  of  old.  Until  Missionaries  came  to  the  land  we 
saw  no  work  like  this.  They  brought  the  news  that  Jesus 
died  for  us.  If  that  news  had  not  reached  us,  we  had  all 
perished.  There  was  one  thing  that  stirred  us  up  in  this 
place,  and  made  the  work  of  God  revive.  It  was  the  death 
of  a  Missionary.  He  fell  down  dead  in  this  house  (allud 
ing  to  the  sudden  death  of  the  Rev.  J.  Skevington)  If  it 
had  not  been  for  that  death  in  a  moment,  the  work  of  God 
amongst  us  would  not  have  been  so  great.  We  saw  him 
die.  We  saw  the  greatness  of  religion.  We  began  to  feel 
moi'e  its  goodness,  because  it  makes  us  ready  for  death. 
I  began  to  feel  that  I  must  seek  the  salvation  of  my  soul, 

lest  God  should  take  me  away 
in  a  moment.  I  began  to 
seek,  and  on  March  16th,  1847, 
I  heard  Mr  Buddie  preach 
from  Acts  ii.  23,  (*  Him,  being 
delivered  by  the  determinate 
counsel  and  foreknowledge  of 
God,  ye  have  taken,  and  by 
wicked  hands  have  crucified 
and  slain.')  I  felt  I  was  the 
man.  It  came  home  to  my 
heart.  I  did  it  myself.  I 
crucified  my  Saviour  with  my 
own  hands  ;  I  nailed  him  to 
the  cross  ;  I  put  him  to  death. 
All  this  I  did  by  my  sins.  I 
felt  that  He  died  for  me,  and  I 
committed  myself  to  Him. 
Then  and  there  I  gave  myself 
to  Jesus,  and  now  I  am  His. 
My  desire  is,  at  all  times,  to 
stick  to  Him,  to  keep  close 
to  Jesus,  and  get  nearer 
still.     This  is  all." 

The  Missionaries  present 
U^stified  that  these  were  fair 
specimens  of  what  they  heard 
on  their  several  stations.  Mr. 
Young  therefore  was  justifie<l 
in  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  "New  Zealanders,  formerly 
envelop(M.l  in  darkness,  filled 
•^  with    malignity,    and    covered 

with  blood,  have  received 
with  meekness  the  engrafted  word,  and  happily  realised  its 
saving  and  transforming  power.  The  earnestness  and  deep 
feeling  with  which  they  spoke  evinc<i<l  their  sincerity, 
and  told  of  the  glory  which  dwelt  within,  and  the 
testimony  of  their  pastors  to  their  generally  upright  walk 
and  conversation  was  highly  satisfactory."  When  it  is 
added  that  the  Lord's  Day  was  almost  universally  observed 
as  one  of  rest  and  woiship,  that  cannibalism  was  almost  at 
an  end,  that  war  was  discountenanctnl,  and  the  arts  of 
peace  pursue<l,  no  wonder  the  workei^s  cherished  the  hope 
that  the  Maoris  would  become  a  Christian  nation  indeed. 
Well  might  they  say,  "  If  we  are  not  apostles  unto  othei-s, 
doubtless  we  are  unto  you  ;  f(»r  the  seal  of  our  apostleship 
are  ye  in  the  Jjon]," 
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Chapteu  IX.— days  of  DARKNESS. 

Synoprik— Time  Needfd  for  True  Chi  ihtianiwition— Specially  with  MaoriH -Their  Habits  and  Pr.xrlivitieh— Difficulty  InteuKiAed  by  Early  Colonisation— Pemil*** 
KxampleH—Orued  for  Land— Twu  InKtanceH  of  Cruelty  and  WronK— liOBacy  of  liHtrcd  Then'froni— R«jliKion  of  Many,  If'oriual  Only->Iiand  Trouble*— Wan  in 
Counequence— KnormouM  CiaiiUM— FlimHy  KvidiMiceH  «>f  Purchase— The  Wairau  M  iHHa?ro— l'rc«eded  by  Ularin^  Failure  of  JuKtloe— ReckleM«  Prooeedin:?*  of 
Kuropeans— Sad  ReHultH— B«>liavioiir  of  Christian  Natives— Abandonment  of  Cloudy  Uny  Station  in  CoDHequenoe— Heke'H  War— ItH  Caaiiea.  Incidentx,  and 
ReBuIts— Alarm  in  the  North— Yeoman  Service  of  Friendly  Nativea— AtUclc  on  Anrkland  Prevented  by  Kaipara  Chief— Peril  of  MiMionariefi— Injurr  U> 
ConvertK— lianparaha'H  Raid -Ixiyalty  of  Cliristians  -lU'Kinninf;  of  Waitara  TronblcM— Fi«htinK  and  I-.08H— The  I^ind  Lea(!ue  and  King  Movement— Their  Aim» 
and  Outcomf- Waiknto  CaropaiKn— Hauhauisni— Its  TenilH  and  Practices- Rapid  Spread— Relapse  int4}  Rarbari^ro -  Sanguinary  Confliclji— A  Twelve  Yttri" 
War— Murder  of  the  Rev.  .1.  Whileley— A  Church  DrvaKUlfd— I'llncipal  SUtions  Wntked— KadneK».  and  Sorrow— A  Day  of  Gloom. 


1?HAT  any  heatli(*n  nation  could  be  reall}' Christian ist»d 
and  civilised  in  the  space  of  forty  y(»ars  was  hardly 
to  be  expected.     When  we  remember  the  inveterate 
power  of  habit,  and  the  influence  of  heredity,  continued 
throu<^h  many  generations,  is  borne  in  mind,  it  is  obvious 
that  even    the    Divim*  power  (»f  Christianity  must   have 
time  to  work.     WIkmi, 
moreover,    we   reflect, 
that  by  the  New  Tes 
tament  an  immeasur- 
ably   higher    code    of 
morals     is    introduced 
and   enfoiced,  that  in 
conformity    with    our 
IxH'd's  teaching,  it    is 
aftirmed       that       the 
lustful       thought      is 
adulterous,    and    that 
hatred    indulged    and 
cherished    is    murder, 
it    is  clear  that   such 
ideas  must  have  time 
to   filtrate    and   p(»ne- 
trate.     Further,  when 
we    see    how    among 
ourselves,     after    cen- 
turies    of      Chi-istian 
teaching,  not  oidy  do 
old  superstitions  linger 
and  exert  their  power, 
but  outbreaks  of  fan- 
aticism and  manifesta- 
tions of  brutality  and 
revenge     are    by     no 
means     infrequent, 
thoughtful    m(»n     will 
not  be  surpristHJ  that 
work    in   the    Mission 
field    is    checked    and 
hindered     by     like 
causes.     In    the    cas(» 
of  the  AFaoris,  all  the 
characteristics,    tradi- 
tions, and  customs  of 
the    peoples    were    so 
adverse    to    the    pure 
ami  elevated  influences 
of    the    holy    religion 
brought  among  them, 
that  relapses  were  in- 
evitable.      The     com 
mun.d   life  and    unre- 
stricted   intercourse   of  the  j)ah,  the  pi-actice  of   allowing 
the  children  to  b-  j)resent  at    all   kinds  of  distrussions,  th(» 
indecent  allusions  of  many  of  the  native  songs  and  legends, 
all  tended  to  perpetuate,  if  not  to  foster,  lic(»ntious  thoughts, 
and  impurity  was  so  commf)n  that  it  was  hard  for  them  to 
realise  that  it  Wius  offensive  in  the  sight  of  Ood.     lleven^e 
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was  looked  upon  as  a  sacred  duty.  An  insult,  or  even  a 
slight,  could  only  be  wipinl  out  with  blood.  Not  only  was 
the  injur<»d  (me  bound  to  retaliate,  but  his  relatives  and 
connections  all  Ix^came  parties  to  the  quarrel.  Feuds  were 
handed  down  from  one  generation  to  the  other,  and  no 
act  of  barbarity  was  too  shocking  if  thereby  satisfaction 

could  be  obtained. 
Kven  when  thei-e  wa^ 
no  legitimate  gnmnd 
of  ofTence,  they  were 
subject  to  furious 
gusts  of  passiim.  A 
sudden  outburst  of 
anger  overjioweitMl  the 
reason,  blinde<l  the 
judgment,  and  often 
ended  in  fen»cious 
jicts.  They  valued 
life  so  lightly,  and 
thought  so  little  of 
bl(K»dshed,  that  the 
enormity  of  murder 
could  with  difficulty 
l)e  brought  home  to 
them.  Deception  and 
intrigue  wei-e  en- 
grained in  their  na- 
ture, and  if  an  object 
wert*  to  be  gained 
th(»reby,  it  was  not 
only  allowable  hut 
f>raiseworthy  t^)  mis- 
lead. They  wei*e  al- 
ways exposed  to  the 
ravages  of  fanaticism. 
Their  tohmuja.\  or 
priests,  guaixled  well 
tiie  secrets  of  their 
profession,  and  often 
teri-oriswl  their  vo- 
taries. They  imagined, 
not  infrequently,  that 
demented  persons 
were  realh'  possessed 
by  superior  beings. 
Thus  they  easily  be- 
came the  victims  of 
those  designing  i  n  - 
dividuals,  who  under 
pretence  of  su[>er- 
natural  illumination 
and  direction,  had  a 
k(M'n  <'ye  for  temporal  advantages.  All  these  things  the 
Missioiiaries  knew  full  well.  Altogether  apart  from  the 
spirit lud  blindness  and  ignorance  which  came  through  in- 
dulgence in  a  coui-se  of  sin,  and  the  opposition  of  "  the 
carnal  mind,  which  is  enmity  against  God,  and  is  not  sul)- 
ject  to  the  law  of  God,  nor  indeed  can  l)e,"  they  recognised 
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paeolipiities  of  the  race  enormous  obstacles  to  the 
m  ci  the  "  wisdom  which  cometh  from  ^bove,"  and 
is  **  first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  easy  to  bo 
ted,  fall  of  good  works,  without  partiality,  and  with- 
rpocrisy."  Thus,  even  in  the  time  of  their  greatest 
■ea,  and  when  people  were  crowding  to  be  baptised 
latracted,  they  ''  rejoiced  with  trembling."  They  felt 
he  life  of  these  young  converts  needcyd  to  be  watched 
narded,  and  that  at  any  time  their  fondeHt  hopes  as 
%  might  be  blighted. 

these  difficulties  were  complicated  and  intensified  by 
xly  colonisation  of  the  country.  The  very  success  of 
lurion  was  its  peril,  and  accelerated,  if  it  did  not 
laoe,  dangers  of  another  kind.  Not  until  Missionary 
r  had  softened  and  toned  down  the  natural  ferocity 
»  Maori,  was  it  safe  for  Europeans  to  attempt  a 
ment  in  the  country.  And  it  was  chiefly  owing  to 
sods  and  implements,  which  were  seen  at  the  MisMion 
mil  that  the  people  came  to  tolerate  and  eventually 
I  the  residence  of  white  men  among  them.  They 
d  not  only  to  value  the  goods,  iDut  that  they 
I  be  purchased  by  the 
il  or  cultivated  pro- 
of their  land.  Thus 
liiui  only  did  it  become 
de^  that  in  twenty-six 
from  Marsden's  first 
tiing  at  the  Bay  of 
by  and  only  thirteen 
from  the  second  com- 
iment  of  the  Wesleyan 
»,  that  this  land 
1  become  a  British 
7.  The  first  Legi.sla- 
Goancil  formally  ac- 
[edged  this.  In  a 
»  6f  its  proceedings, 
December  26th,  1841, 
thus  recorded:  — 
atever  difference  of 
m  may  be  entertained 
the  value  and  extent 
e  labours  of  the  Mis- 
7  body  there  can  be  no 
I  they  have  rendered 
tant  service  to  this  country ;  or  that,  but  for  them,  a 
li  Colony  would  not  at  this  moment  be  established  in 
Zealand."  Nor  did  the  Missionaries  of  the  churches 
lented  oppose  colonisation  as  such.  Individuals 
^  them  may  have  done  so.  Several  heartily  wished 
t  could  have  been  deferred  for  a  few  years,  until  the 
m  were  |*  established  in  the  faith  "  and  better  prepared 
m  conflict  and  clashing  of  opinions,  prejudices,  and 
a|»,  which  the  coming  together  of  the  two  races 
red  inevitable.  From  the  beginning  quite  a  number 
iiat  it  could  never  be  the  purpose  of  Providence  that 
d  naturally  so  fertile,  and  capable  of  becoming  the 
r  home  of  millions,  should  remain  in  the  possession  of 
I  who  never  cultivated  one-tenth  of  its  soil,  and  were 
able  of  developing  its  resoui*cea.  They  held  that 
iaation  was  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Natives  them- 
;.  And'evto  those  who  regarded  it  as  premature, 
eircumstances  precipitated  it,  did  their  best  to  make 
■ooess.  They  welcomed  their  countrymen,  sought  to 
li  the  way  fcnr  them,  and  by  their  great  influenoe  with 
[aori%  to  lenen  the  friction  which  was  bound  to  come. 


Thk  Mission  Hoisk,  Waikoi'aiti. 


But  the  necoaaaay  framework  tad  .maohiQe^y,  of  Ooveni- 
ment)  which  the  establishment  of  the  Colony  brought 
with  i^  in  the  shape  of  officers  charged  with  its  admii^ifitra- 
tion,  etiactments  for  carrying  out  its  purposes  but  restricting 
individual  liberty,  and,  alx)ve  all,  taxes  to  provide  the 
means  of  support ;  all  in  their  turn  beqame  provocative 
of  trouble  among  those  who  hitherto  had  been  so 
lawless,  and  were  remarkably  impatient  of  restraint. 
Still  more  was  this  the  case  in  connection  with  the 
irregular  settlement,  which  for  ten  years  previous  to  the 
pioclamation  of  the  Colony  had  been  going  on.  The 
upright  conduct  of  the  Missionaries  and  their  families,  and 
their  evident  desire  to  benefit  those  among  whom  they 
lived,  disposed  the  Maoris  to  welcome  other  pakeha 
residents.  These,  on  their  part,  soon  learned  that  a 
considerable  trade  could  be  done  in  supplying  goods  and 
bartering  them  for  flax,  potatoes,  timber,  pork,  and  maize. 
So  a  very  large  influx  of  Europeans  took  place.  Some  of 
these  were  high-minded  and  honoumble.  Others  were 
selfish,  passionate,  greedy,  and  unjust.  They  simply  came 
for   what   they  could  get,  introduced  ardent  spirits  and 

fire-arms,  put  no  restraint 
upon  themselves,  and  often 
outdid  the  heathen  in  their 
licentiousness.  Naturally 
this  evoked  intense  hatred, 
and  causes  of  individual 
quarrel  rankled  in  the 
minds  of  those  injured, 
until  sometimes  whole  tribes 
were  involved.  The  out- 
breaks did  not  always  occur 
immediately.  They  were 
accustomed  to  bide  their 
time,  but  when  the  reprisals 
(lid  come  they  wei*e  of  the 
old  savage  character, 
directed  not  only  against 
the  offender,  but  all  who 
were  associated  with  him. 

Two  instances  of  the 
above,  where  injustice, 
cruelty,  and  wrong  must 
have  left  a  heritage  of 
enmity,  which  in  the  end 
could  be  appeased  by  bloixlshoii  only,  may  be  cited.  The 
first  of  them  is  cc^tirieci  by  the  Rev.  W.  Colenso,  recently 
deceased,  and  the  narrative  of  it  is  given  at  length  in 
Brett's  "  Early  History  of  New  Zealand."  It  appears  that 
on  the  29th  of  April,  1834,  a  barque  called  the 
//an'iet  was  wrecked  near  Cape  Egmont.  All  on 
board  escaped  to  the  shore,  and  for  some  days 
were  well  treated  by  the  Maori  residents.  Then 
a  quarrel  arase,  shots  were  exchanged,  and  nine  sailors, 
one  woman,  and  two  children  were  taken  and  held 
as  prisoners.  Some  wei-e  removed  to  Moturoa,  and  others 
remained  at  the  kaingas  near  the  scene  of  the  wreck.  The 
master  of  the  barque,  Guaixl  by  name,  with  five  others, 
was  permitted  by  the  Moturoa  Natives  to  go  to  the  wreck 
in  a  boat,  and  promised  to  return  with  a  cask  of  pow<ler 
in  payment  for  it.  Accompanied  by  three  Maoris,  this 
party  found  their  way  to  Blind  Bay  instead,  and  thence 
proceeded  to  Cloudy  Bay.  At  the  latter  place  goods  were 
obtained  to  ransom  the  captives,  and  a  schooner  set  sail 
for  the  purpose.  Bad  weather  prevented  its  calling  at 
Taranaki,  and  the  captain. and  his  companions,  with  the 
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three  Natives,  wore  carried  on  to  Sydney.  There  the  aid 
of  the  British  Government  was  invoked,  and  H.M.S. 
Allitfiitor,  with  a  schooner,  the  Imht'lla,  and  a  company 
of  military  on  board,  were  sent  down  to  ransom  and 
rescue  the  woman,  children,  and  sailors,  who  yet  remained. 
The  officers  of  the  Alligator  were  doubtless  honourable 
men,  but  they  trusted  t<x>  implicitly  to  Guard,  and  to  an 
ex-sailor,  called 
BatterslKH»,  who 
had  formerly  j 
Hve<l  in  New  I 
Zealand,  and 
put  too  much 
power  in  their 
hands.  The  Na- 
tives who  had 
l)een  taken  to 
Sydney  ma<lc  no 
complaint,  r  e  - 
yarding  it  as  un 
accident,  a  n  d 
caused  by  stress 
of  weatluM*. 
They  were  will- 
ing to  help  on 
l)oard,  and  gav«» 
n(»  trouble.  The 
MjU)ris  of  Mo- 
turoa  hoiiour- 
a!  ly  carried  out 
their  share  of 
the  negotia- 
tions, and  when 
their  couritry- 
m  e  n  were 
landed,  the  sea- 
men whom  they 
had  detaineii  in 
bondage  for  four 
months  were 
brought  to  the 
vessel  and  sur- 
rendered. These 
had  no  ill- 
treatment  to  re- 
port, for  though 
i 1 1  -  f  e  d  and 
scantily  clothed, 
they  testified 
that  t  h  e  i  1- 
owners  had 
shared  what 
they  h«id  with 
them,  and  had 
not  (iven  forcfMl 
them  to  work. 
The  vessel  then 
proceeded  down 
the  coast  to  ob- 
tain the  woman 

and  rhildren,  and  the  suV)se(|uenl  procetMiings,  (n-en  after 
this  long  interval,  must  bring  the  blush  of  slianu^  to  all 
who  have  regard  for  th(^  honour  of  the  liritish  name.  It 
was  ascertained  that  the  woman  luul  been  humanely 
treated,  a  whare  having  been  sj)ecially  construc^tt^l  for  her 
i'esidenc(»,  and  privacy  secured.      The  children,  who  .seem 
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to  have  become  quite  at  home,  had  been  made  pets  of. 
When  it  was  proposed  to  ransom  them,  the  Natives  were 
ready  to  grant  them  liberty,  on  payment  of  the  stipulated 
sum.  Unfortunately,  the  operations  on  shore  were  left 
largely  in  the  hands  of  Guard  and  Battersbee.  What  the 
character  of  these  men  was,  and  how  they  looked  upon  the 
Maori  p<^?ple,  may  be  judged  from  an  observation  made  by 

Guard  to  Dr. 
Marshall,  the 
surgeon  of  the 
man-of-war.  Dr. 
Marshall  on  the 
passage  from 
S  }'  d  ne  y  e  n  - 
(]uire<l  of  the 
Natives  on 
board  if  thi»y 
would  welcome 
a  Missionary, 
should  one  be 
.sent  to  them. 
The  answer  was 
"Yes;  but  he 
must  stay  with 
US,  or  the  other 
tribes  might  kill 
him.''  Guard, 
who  was  stand- 
ing by  when 
the  enquiry  wa.s 
made,  at  once 
scout e<i  the  idea 
of  the  New  Zea- 
landera  beci»m- 
ing  Christians. 
The  Doctor 
asked  him  how 
he  proposed  to 
effect  their 
civilisation  in 
the  absence  of 
Ch  r  i  stianty. 
Th(?  ivply,  made 
in  serious  ear- 
nest nes.s,  and  a 
t<»ne  of  energy 
and  determina- 
tion, at  once 
unmasked  the 
man,  and  maile 
one's  heart  sick 
at  the  thought, 
that  upon  his 
uncorroborated 
testimcmy,  an 
expedition  had 
l)een  fitter!  out 
against  New 
Z  (»  a  1  a  n  d  I*  r  s 
likely  to  be 
*  How  would  I 
A  musket  ball 


fraught   with   disastrous    consequences. 

civilise  them  I     Shoot    them    to  bt*   sure 

for  every  N(»w  Zealander  is  the  only  way  of  civilising  their 

country."     With    incredible    short-sightedness,    this    man 

and  Batt(?rslH»e,  l)ecause  of  their  supposed  knowledge  of  the 

language,  were  allowtnl   to  ctmduct  the  operations  for  the 
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release  of  the  captives,  and  to  use  the  British  force.  How 
did  they  do  it  ?  According  to  authentic  accounts  Guard 
repudiated  the  payment  of  the  promised  ransom.  He  and 
his  companion  openly  boasted  how  they  had  lied  to  the 
Natives,  and  tried  to  bounce  them.  They  were  guilty  of 
the  grossest  cruelty.  When  the  captor  of  the  woman  met 
Guard,  he  rubbed  noses  in  token  of  frendship,  and  said  he 
was  ready  to  carry  out  the  ])argain.  Yet  he  was  seized, 
thrown  into  a  whaleboat,  pricked  with  a  bayonet,  on 
attempting  to  escape  shot  in  the  leg,  and  finally  brought  on 
bcMird,  to  be  attended  by  the  surgeon,  who  found  him 
suffering  from  ten  wounds.  How  these  amba.ssadors  then 
returned  to  the  shore,  were  alarmed  when  a  shot  was  fired 
in  welcome,  made  the  most  birefaced  misrepresentations. 


they  did  not  ill-treat  them.  So  far  as  all  documents 
show,  they  were  true  to  their  plighted  word.  On  the  side 
of  the  English  was  the  wrong  doing,  and  Dr.  Marshall 
sums  up  the  account  of  the  last  encounter  by  saying, 
"  Nothing  on  the  spot  had  occured  to  provoke  this 
sanguinary  outrage.  Not  one  jot  or  tittle  of  our  demands, 
whether  righteous  or  unrighteous,  remained  to  be  ceded. 
Nothing  can  justify  so  foul  a  deed  of  bUxKl.  .  .  .  The 
guilt  of  the  men  is  our  guilt,  their  sin  our  sin."  Was  it 
any  wonder  that  Natives  who  had  been  treated  thus, 
should  nurse  the  thought  of  the  injury  inflicted,  and  when 
the  opportunity  came,  pay  the  debt  with  int<»rest. 

The   Rev.  J.    Buller,    in   his     "  Forty  Year-s   in    New 
Zealand,"  tells  the  sad  and  romantic  story  of  Nga  Huia. 


Newark  Mission  Station  (Pakanae),  Hokianga. 

From  a  i*ketch  I'inrlly  lent  hy  Mrx.  Rair^ion,  Nmv  Plifmonfh. 

provokfnl  a  quarrel,  while  in  the  melee  that  followed,  some 
were  killed,  and  others  wounded,  is  a  stor}'  sickening  to 
read.  It  is  the  more  so  because  when  afterwards,  th(j 
man  whose  wounds  had  been  dresse<l,  and  whom  his 
tribesmen  thought  was  killed,  was  sent  back  with  presents 
and  testified  as  to  the  kindness  he  had  received,'  the 
wr>man  was  at  once  brought  on  board,  dressed  in  a  fine 
mat.  The  other  child  was  brought  to  the  Ix^ach  on  the 
back  of  a  Maori,  who  was  shot,  and  his  head  kicked  about 
on  the  sand.  Yet  these  Natives  had  committed  no 
offence.  According  to  their  own  law  and  usage,  the 
plundering  of  Guard's  vessel  was  quite  proper,  as  such 
salvage  was  the  property  of  the  tribe  on  whose  shore  it  was 
cast.     It  is  true  they  took  the  Europeans  prisoners,  but 


She  wfis  of  high  birth,  being  the  daughter  of  Pomare,  a 
chief  of  the  Bay  of  Islands.  A  fine,  tall,  handsome  woman, 
her  charms  proved  attractive  to  a  Jhitish  military  otticer, 
and  her  father  assenting,  she  became  his  wif(\  Whether 
any  sacre<l  ceremony  attended  the  marriag(»  is  not  relaUnl, 
but  they  lived  together,  and  the  union  was  ficknowledgod. 
Presently  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  W^anganui,  and  the 
ofHcer  went  with  it,  leaving  his  partner  behind.  W^ith 
the  confidence  and  affection  of  a  true*  woman,  she 
determined  to  follow  him,  and  carried  out  her  intention. 
There  were  then  no  hmkIs  in  the  countiy.  There  were 
rugged  mountains  to  be  scaled,  gloomy  forests  to  be 
traversed,  dangerous  rivers  to  \ye  crossed,  and  treacherous 
swamps  to  be  lieaded.     Ix>ve  carried   her  triumphant  over 
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all  these  difficulties  ;  and  passing  through  the  interior,  by 
way  of  Taupo,  she  came  to  Otaki.  There,  as  the  daughter 
of  a  great  Rangatiray  she  was  received  with  honour,  and  a 
large  contingent  of  young  chiefs,  escorted  her  to  Wanganui. 
By  the  time  she  reached  the  town,  she  was  at  the  head  of 
a  cavalcade  of  sixty :    a  veritable  princess  of  the  Maori 


than  one  European  country,  would  have  led  to  tho  mardei 
of  the  unfeeling  brute,  who  thus  dishonoured  his  uniforin 
and  his  country.  Cases  like  this  were,  alas  !  only  typica 
of  a  number.  Those  who  suffered  most  often  said  little, 
but  they  *  treasured  up  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath, 
and,  when   fitting  opportunity  came,  exacted  atonement 


Clearing  in  a  Kauri  Forest. 


(Reproduced  from   "  WalefiehVa  Booiyj 


race.  There  she  found  her  friend,  lived  with  him  again 
for  two  years,  antl  gave  birth  to  a  daughter.  The  officer, 
who  Ijelonged  to  a  wealthy  family,  then  returned  to 
England,  promising  to  send  for  her.  She  waited  long.  No 
letter  arrived.  Then  she  went  back  to  her  father,  and 
literally  died  of  a  broken   heart.     Such   conduct,  in  more 


from  tho  race  to  wliich  the  aggressors  belonged.  Th< 
wore  exceedingly  inimical  to  the  growth  of  that  religic 
which  the  Missionaries  proclaimed,  and  boded  ill  for  tl 
future. 

Further,  it  should  in  all  fairness  be  added,  that  with 
considerable  number,    the  profession  of  Christianity  w; 


MAORI  MISSIONS. 
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only  formal.  Evidence  1ms  already  been  a<l<]ucod,  that 
there  were  among  them  not  a  few  to  wlioin  tli:>  Wonl  of 
GikI  liad  come  *  not  in  woixl  only,  but  in  power,  and  in  the 
H*»ly  Ghost,  and  in  much  assurance.'  They  hjul  l)ecome 
citizens  of  the  ^Kingdom  of  G<k1,'  and  n^alistnl  that  it  was 
*  nut  meat  and  di-ink  * — did  not  consist  in  ihe  reception  or 


'1 


passionately  attiiched  to  the  soil.  A  people  who  were  at 
once  both  cultivators  and  travellers,  they  understood  that 
their  comfort  and  even  their  existence  dei>ended  upon 
their  possessions.  Their  land  laws  were  complicated  by 
tiicir  connnunal  system  and  intricate  trilml  i-elationships. 
But  they  were  well  understoinl  by  themselves ;  and  their 
rights,  in  a  given  block,  even  when  almost  intinitesimal, 
were  never  yicldwi  without  a  struggle.  Mpreover,  the 
whole  country  was  owned,  though  little  of  it  was  occupied. 
]5y  right  of  coni|uest  or  ancestry,  or  for  fishing  purpcwes, 
t^v(»ry  nxMl  was  parcelled  out.  Mr  Buller  remarks : 
*'  Not  a  foot  of  ground  was  without  a  claimant.  Every 
one  had  a  right  to  cultivate  some  soil  for  himself,  provided 
ho  did  so  in  agreement  with  public  opinion,  and  the  law 
of  taim.  Th(?!  first  of  th(»s(;  was  declared  in  the  assembly 
of  the  people,  and  the  last  was  regulateil  by  the  priests." 
Mow  tenaciously  a  Maori  clings  to  his  land,  and  to  what 
lengths  h(?  will  go  to  retain  or  recover  it,  Is  well  illustrated 
ijy  a  st(jry  told  by  Captain  Gu<lgeon  in  connection  with 
the  Taranaki  campaign.  A  company  of  Native  allies 
wjis  then  associated  with  ihv.  colonial  troops.  One  of 
th(vse  calle<l  Katene,  on(»  day  said  to  an  oiHcer  of 
OiKlgeon's  force.  *l)o  you  trust  me?'  *I  do,'  replied 
rhe  otlicer.  Katene  sat  and  looked  in  the  fire  for  some 
moments,  then  laid  his  hand  on  his  friend's  knee,  and  said 
*  Yon  are  right  :  and  you  are  wrong.  You  are  right  to 
trust  nie  now,  for  1  mean  you  well  ;  but  never  trust  a 
Maori.  Some  day  I  may  remember  that  I  have  lost  my 
land  :  and  that  the  power  an<l  influence  of  my  tribe  have 
departed  ;  and  that  you  are  the  cause.  At  that  moment 
I  sjiall  be  your  enemy.  Do  not  forget  what  I  say.' "  In 
that  utterance  is  tlu*  key  to  tlie  darkest  and  most 
checiiieied  ])a^es  of  New  Zealand's  history. 


MKs    Al.UKFIt. 

rejM'tition  of  a  creetl,  in  attendance  on  ordinancis,  but  was 
*' righteousness,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  (ilio<t.  These, 
almost  without  exception,  stood  tiiin.  I  Jul  there  were 
many  oth*'rswho  professed  to  be  Christians,  l)e«ause  .sonie 
noteil  chief  had  done  so,  whom  they  were  ajcustomed  to 
follow.  Others  did  so,  because  they  saw  that  tenjporal 
Unietits  f<iPowiHl  the  advent  of  the  Missiniiuy  among 
them,  and  they  had  an  (ye  to  the  loaves  an<l  lishes. 
Excitement  and  novelty  also,  counted  for  n(»t  a  little,  and 
the  public  recital  of  Scripture  and  Cat«'chisms,  the  joining 
in  s<mgs,  and  the  inthuMice  of  animated  speakers  and 
preach(4*s,  all  told.  In  every  congregation  were  those  who 
were  types  of  *  the  stony  ground  '  hearers  desciibed  by 
our  I^I'd  in  St.  Mark's  Gospel,  and  of  whom  he  says  the 
seed  in  their  heart  had  not  much  earth,  and  innnediately 
it  sprung  up,  because  it  had  no  deepness  of  earth."  They 
fulHIled  the  parable  to  the  letter.  They  '  heard  the  Word,' 
innnediately  received  it  with  gladness,  but  'having  no 
nM)t  in  themselves  endured  but  for  a  time,'  and,  when 
*atilictiim  or  persecution  anise*  for  the  Word's  sake, 
innnediately  they  were  offended.'  This  accounts  largely  for 
the  def«»<;tions  of  after  days. 

The  first  cause  of  distinct  loss  to  th<»  Mis-i(m,  and  which 
ultimately  all  but  wreck<'d  it,  was  war.  It  was  not  the 
fighting  merely,  but  the  alienation,  distrust,  and  bitterness 
betwivn  the  races  which  were  engiMidered  thereby.  The 
Mju)ris  themselves  have  a  proverb  that  **  I^ind  and  women 
are  the  roots  of  war."  Their  relations  with  the  English 
people  give  added  force  to  the  saying.     The  Maoris  were 


Mrs.  Kirk. 
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Ignoring  these  facts,  or  unacquainted  with  them,  the 
first  settlers  sought  to  acquire  large  tracts  of  land. 
Especially  when  it  became  plain  that  colonisation  would  in  a 
few  years  take  place,  there  was  the  most  frantic  eager- 
ne^ss  to  establish  a  claim,  which  it  was  thought  would  be 
recognised.  Crowds  of  speculators  came  down  from 
Sydney  to  Port  Nicholson  and  the  Bay  of  Islands. 
Depending  on  pakeha-Maoris  as  interpreters,  who  were 
not  always  reliable,  they  entered  into  transactions  involv- 
ing thousands  of  acres,  got  chiefs  to  sign  deeds  which 
were  written  in  English,  and  of  the  contents  of  which 
they  knew  little  or  nothing.  No  doubt  they  were  often 
misled  by  the  go-between,  and  sometimes  by  the  supposed 
owner.  All  Maoris  were  not  proof  against  this  easy 
method  of  acquiring  goods.  How  extensive  these  so- 
called      urcha.ses  were,  may  be  ju(lg(»d  by   the  fact  that 


Peninsula  a  year  later.  The  price  paid  by  the  latter  was 
goods  to  the  value  of  £6,  and  a  promise  of  further  trade 
to  the  amount  of  £240  more  ;  or  less  than  2d.  per  acre. 
Altogether,  apart  from  the  question  of  what  the  land  was 
worth,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  were  here  the  .seeds  of 
misunderstandings,  which  were  bound  to  pro<luce  heart- 
burnings and  conflicts  in  the  not  distant  future. 

In  tliis  history,  it  is  not  necessary  to  give  an  exact  and 
detailed  account  .,f  all  the  N(?w  Zealand  wai-s,  whether 
l)etween  the  Natives  and  the  Imperial  Government,  or 
between  our  Maori  fellow  subjects  and  the  colonists.  Many 
books  have  been  written  thereon,  and  pamphlets  and 
articles  innumerable.  Sometimes  the  controvei"sy  as  to 
the  accuracy  of  the  narrative  has  become  heat<Kl,  and  the 
atmosphere  grown  sulphureous.  The  accounts  hitherto 
are  chiefly  by  those  who  were  themselves  concerned  in  it, 


•■■•^  „'•'••■• . 


dftik 


Maohis  J)HVi.\(i  Sharks. 
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when  Captain  Hobson  arrived  as  the  first  OovtMnor,  forty- 
five  millions  of  acres  were  said  to  have  been  bought, 
twenty  millions  of  them  by  the  New  Ze  dand  Company. 
How  preposterous  many  of  the  claims  were  will  appear 
from  the  record,  that  after  a  most  painstaking  (^ncjuiry 
out  of  twenty-six  milli(ms  of  acres  claimed  by  .'^00 
pei*sons,  Crown  grants  were  issued  to  them  for  one  hun- 
dred thousand.  A  ^Ir.  Wentworth  laid  claim  to  the 
modest  area  of  twenty  millions  of  acres  in  the  Middle 
Island,  for  which  he  had  paid  £200  down,  and  promised 
an  annuity  of  £200  more  to  the  chiefs  who  sold  it.  The 
New  Zealand  Company  actually  sold  a  hundred  thousand 
acres  in  Ix^ndon,  before  the  titU?  to  a  single  one  had  been 
secured.  A  Captain  Hempleman  professed  to  have  pur- 
chased Akaroa,  in  1837,  and  L'Anglois,  a  French  captain, 
averred    that   he   IjjmI    bought    30,000    acres   on    Banks' 


either  as  actually  fi.ixhting,  liavini^  to  do  with  its  direction, 
or  pecuniarily  interested  ifi  the  results.  In  (me  c«se  there 
is  a  strong  unconscious  bias  against  the  colonists,  who  are 
represent(Hl  as  being  incapable^  of  justice  or  fairness.  In 
others  there  seems  a  disposition  to  permit  no  dark  shading 
at  all  on  th(»  colonial  side.  Possibly  the  time  for  an 
impartial  revi(»w  has  not  yet  come.  All  that  can  be 
attempted  here,  is  to  try  and  disentangle  a  rcMnarkably 
mixed  story,  and  give  as  briefly  as  may  be,  a  sketch  of  the 
several  outbnviks,  with  the  effect  produced  by  them  upon 
Mission  operations. 

The  first  of  them  was  what  is  known  as  the  Wairau 
Massacre,  on  January  17th,  1843.  As  already  reported, 
the  Rev.  S.  Ironside  w.is  at  that  time  the  Missionary  in 
charge  of  the  Cloudy  Bay  Statiim.  Eight  years  ago,  he 
sent  to  "  The  Xew  Xcalami  Mi'thoditft "  a  full  and  connected 


MaoUi  MissioiJg. 


l4d 


t  of  the  whole  sad  business.     Forty-eight  years  had 

since  the  actual  occurrence,  and  as  one  of  the  few 
►re  who  were  acquainted  with  all  the  facts,  he  felt 
imbent  upon  him  to  place  them  upon  record.  From 
nal   carefully   kept  at  the  time,  and  containing  a 

account,  and  in  the  light  of  the  investigations 
irds  made  and  which  he  noted,  and  with  the  yeai*s 
n  to  mature  his  judgment,  he  gave  a  plain  and 
lished  statement.  From  his  narrative  it  is  clear 
le  Natives  who  then  killed  so  many  Europeans, 
greatly  irritated  by  what  they  deemed  a  failure 
bice  in  reference  to  events  which  had  trans- 
six    months    before. 

were    also    battling 

lat  is  now  admitted 

their     rights.       Mr. 

le's    account    of    the 

summarised     is    as 

: — Two  years  before, 

the  daughter  of  one 

principal  chiefs  in 
1  is  trie  t,  had  be.^n 
i  to  a  storeketiKT, 
''ynen.       Her    father 

near  relative  of  the 
Rauparaha,     who, 

lie  usually  lived  on 

•thern  side  of  Cook's 

,  was  the  head  of  th(; 

In   the   absence   of 

ynen  at  Nelson,  one 

Cook,  an  escaped 
;  of  dissolute  habits, 
into  the  Jiouse,  vio- 
lis  wife,  and  then  to 
discov(?ry,  niunlen^l 
id    her    infant    son. 

own    wife,  who  was 

Native,    gav(»  infor- 

as  to  the  perpetra- 
lo  had  confessed  to 
8  guilt.  The  whole 
nity  at  the  Bay  was 
3d.  Summary  ven- 
would  have  l)een 
and  Cook  kille<l,  but 
)  Missionary  s  inter- 
n.      He   urged    that  it 

wr  should  be  allowed 
B  its  course,  and  re- 
jly  they  consented 
s.  The  matter  was 
nquired    into  by  the 

Resident  Magistrate,  and  Cook  committed  for  trial 
Supreme  Court  at  Wellington.  At  that  court,  Mr. 
le,  on  the  request  of  the  Government,  acted  as 
•eter,  and  states  his  strong  conviction  that  the  Crown 
utor  took  little  trouble  in  getting  up  the  case.  The 
aI  witness  was  Cook's  own  wife,  and  the  legal  point 
ken  and  allowed,  that  she  could  not  give  evidence 
:  her  husband.  Probably  this  was  strictly  in  accord- 
ith  the  law.  But  as  no  steps  had  been  taken  to 
Other  and  circumstantial  evidence,  which  could  have 
Jduccd,  the  man  was  acfjuitted.     Kuika's  relatives 


Thk  Rev.  VV.  (iixTos. 
Snjierintendetit  (>f  Maori  Missions  in  ifte  Auckhind  Dititnct. 


and  friends  were  greatly  enraged.  A  few  months  before 
a  Native  man  in  Hokianga  had  been  hanged  on  purely 
circumstantial  evidence  for  the  supposed  murder  of  a  Euro- 
pean. They  put  the  two  cases  side  by  side,  and  not 
unnaturally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  one 
law  for  the  pakeha  and  another  for  the  Maori.  Even  the 
Missionary  was  exposed  to  obloquy,  and  charged  with 
favouring  his  own  race,  by  getting  them  to  consent  to  a 
trial  according  to  British  law,  which  had  failed  to  mete 
out  justice. 

On    the    heels    of    the    disturbance    thus    caused  came 
the  attempt   of  the  officers    of  the    New  Zealand    Com 

pany  to  take  possession  of 
certain  land,  and  settle 
some  of  their  immigrants 
thereon.  There  is  very 
grave  reason  to  doubt 
whether  they  had  any  title 
to  it.  On  account  of  the 
disaster  which  followed, 
there  was  a  great  outer}', 
and  the  whole  business 
formed  the  subject  of 
debate  in  the  British 
House  of  Commons  in  the 
following  year.  From  this 
it  appeal's  that  the  claim 
was  made  on  two  grounds. 
First,  it  was  said  that  it 
had  been  duly  purchased 
from  the  representatives  of 
Captain  Blenkinsopp,  a 
whaler,  to  whom  it  had 
been  sold  a  dozen  years 
previously.  During  his 
residence  in  the  Bay, 
Captain  Blenkinsopp  had 
married,  or  at  any  rate 
lived  with,  the  daughter  of 
a  chief  called  Te  Puhi.  He 
tluMi  gave  to  the  Maoris  an 
old  six-pounder  cannon,  but 
drew  up  a  deed  in  English, 
in  which  he  inserted  this  as 
tlu^  price  agreed  upon  for 
the  purchase  of  the  land  in 
question,  and  to  this  he 
obtained  their  signatures. 
The  Natives  admitted  the 
signatun^s,  but  declared 
that  they  definitely  stated 
that,  by  the  deed  they 
were  simply  binding 
the  Captain  to  obtain  wood 
like    privileges,    when    he    visited 


themselves 
and   water, 


to     allow 
with  other 


the  place,  and  were  asured  this  was  all  it  contained. 
This  they  strongly  asseverated  several  times  in  Mr. 
Ironside's  presence.  Captain  Blenkinsopp  protested  that 
he  had  really  bought  it.  At  any  rate  he  mortgaged  it  to 
a  firm  of  solicitors  in  Sydney,  and  as  he  was  unable  to 
repay  the  advance  made,  it  became  their  property.  The 
Captain  was  drowned  shortly  after.  His  widow  came  to 
Hokianga  in  1839,  when  Colonel  Wakefield  was  there,  and 
sold  him  a  copy  of   the  deed,  the  original,  of  course,  beini; 
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in  Sydney.  Secondly,  Colonel  Wakefield  stated  that  this 
block  was  included  in  a  large  purchase  made  by  himself 
direct  from  Te  Rauparaha.  He  had  a  deed,  written  in 
English,  which  purported  to  be  a  sale  of  the  whole  country 
from  the  38th  to  the  42nd  degree  of  latitude.  Te 
Rauparaha    stoutl}'    and    consistently    maintained     that 

Wairau  was  never  included. 
He   admitted    that    a    map 

-    -» ' — .*:- — ~^'^'       was  shown  him,  and  Blind 

}>ay,    in  Nelson,  had    been 

parted    with,    and    was    in- 

^^/^^^  formed   that  only  that  was 

unPI^B  wanted.      A     respectable 

|P^         ^^  European    stated    that    he 

%|     ^  ^m  iieanl  this  from  the  Colonel's 

'  *^  "f^  own    lips.     On  that  under- 

standiiij^,  Rauparaha  signed 

the  deed.      It   seems  hardly 

conceivable  that  on  evidence 

so  tlimsy  and  unbusinesslike 

a  serious    attempt   to    take 

possession  should   he  ina<le. 

More     remarkabh*     was     it 

that    lliis    should     be    <lon«' 

when   it  was   known  that   a 

Commissioner    (Mr.    Spain) 

was  now  nivestii^'ating  thes<' 

land    titles,    anil     pur})osc(l 

-    "  ■       visiting    the    Wairau    in    a 

Mrs.  Wm.  Gittos.  few     w(>eks.      The     Natives 

solemnly  warned  the  author- 
iti(»sof  the  (\)mpaiiy  against 
taking  any  acti(m.  Te  Rauparaha  himself,  and  the  two 
chiefs,  Hiko  and  Rangihaeta,  paid  a  special  visit  to 
Nelson,  to  st^ite  that  they  should  resist  all  attenii)ts  of  the 
kind.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  survey  party  was  sent. 
Their  pegs  were  taken  uj),  the  breakwinds  wiiich  they  had 
erected  for  shelter  were  destroyed,  and  Mr.  Ironside  got 
into  bad  odour  with  his  people,  by  inviting  tlieni  to  his 
house.  He,  however,  still  urged  them  to  wait  until  Mi-. 
Spain  came,  and  then  justice  would  be  done.  Aleantime, 
Rauparaha  and  Rangihaeta,  who  was  his  son-in-law,  were 
already  on  the  ground.  W^arrants  were  taken  out  for 
their  apprehension  on  the  charge  of  arson.  It  was  tiu(? 
they  had  burned  the  huts,  and  removed  the  tents,  but  they 
had  scrupulously  respected  all  the  suiveyors'  property.  Ari 
armed  force  was  sent  to  execute  the  warrant.  Th(»  opj)osing 
parties  met  at  the  Tua  Marina  stream.  Mr.  Thompson, 
the  leader  of  the  Europeans,  announced  that  lu?  had  come 
to  arrest  the  chiefs  and  take  tln^n  to  Nelson,  -ind  showed 
the  handcuffs  which  would  be  put  on  their  wrists.  This  to 
the  Maoris  was  jwlding  insult  to  injury.  They  stated 
distinctly  that  they  would  not  yield,  and  if  the  stn^am 
were  crossed,  there  would  be  trouble.  The  crossing  was 
attempted.  A  general  scramble  ensued.  Intenti<mally  or 
otherwise,  a  gun  was  fired.  The  Maori  tomahawks  wtu'e 
brought  into  play.  Rangihaeta's  wife  was  shot.  This 
made  him  almost  frantic  and  his  party  desperate.  Several 
Europeans  were  killed,  and  they  were  driven  off.  Of  those 
remaining,  part  surrendered  their  arms,  but  their  captors, 
raad  with  blood,  put  them  to  death.  Twenty-two  Europeans 
lost  their  lives  there. 

According  to  all  accounts,  those  of  the  Europeans  and 

those  afterwards  obtained  from  the  Maoris  and  confirmed 

1  y  Rauparaha,  the  behaviour  of  the  people  connected  with 

]  e   Mission   was  admirable  in   the  extreme.     They  were 


working  in  their  cultivations  when  the  armed  party  from 
Nelson  came,  and  compelled  them  to  go  to  the  place  iu 
dispute,  where  the  old  chiefs  waited.  Naturally,  they 
went  over  to  the  side  of  the  stream  on  which  their  relatives 
were.  During  the  discussion  that  followed,  their  voice 
and  influence  were  all  for  peace.  One  of  them  proposed 
that  Mr.  Ironside  should  be  sent  for  to  advise  and 
mediate,  but  the  proposal  was  scouted.  They  said,  "•  Wait 
till  Mr.  Spain  comes.  We  will  listen  to  him."  When 
preparations  were  made  to  cross  the  stream,  the  chief, 
Rawiri  Kingi  Puaha  came  forward  with  the  Maori  New- 
Testament  open  in  his  hand,  and  said,  "  Don't  fight,  don't 
fight  !  This  book  says  it  is  sinful  to  fight.  The  land  has 
become  good  through  the  pre^ichhig  of  the  Missionaries. 
Don't  make  it  bad  again."  He  was  rudely  pushed  aside 
with  an  (expression  of  contempt.  During  the  night  it  was 
proposed  by  Rangihaeta  to  kill  all  the  white  people  in 
Port  Underwood.  He  kn(;w  the  Government  would  Iw 
angry,  and  so  wanted  to  have  revenge  l)eforehand.  Rawiri 
firmly  resisted  him,  and  said  to  do  this  would  also 
endanger  the  Missionary.  They  protesteil  against  the 
killing  of  the  captives,  which  Ruaparaha  said  wjus  done 
by  some  of  his  heathen  followers  from  the  North  Island. 
Mr.  Tionsido  wjis  allowed  to  go  and  bury  the  dead,  hut 
during  his  absence  the  war  party  ransacked  the  village 
whei'e  h(*  lived,  and  destroyed  all  the  property.  The  resident 
Natives  then  tied  with  them  to  Manawatu,  Mrs.  Ironside's 
two  Native  s(;rvants  being  only  allowed  to  remain,  on  her 
paying  for  thtMu  w  ith  a  pair  each  of  her  best  blankets. 

The  sad  conse<pience  of  all  this  was  that  in  the  end,  the 
Cloudy   l>ay  Station,  which  had 
been  one  of  the  most  promising, 

was  broken  up.  After  the  ex- 
citement of  the  massacre  was 
over,    a    large    meeting    of    the 

Natives   was   held,  at    which  the 

^Missionary    was     present.       The 

Ngatitoas,     the    principal    tribe, 

b  long«Ml     to      lvau])araha,     and 

delennined    to    follow    their    old 

chief  to  the  n«Mth.      The   Ngati- 

awas       on      C^>ueen       Charlotte's 

Sound  had    for   some    time  been 

anxious    to   return    to  Taranaki, 

from     whence     they    had     been 

dri\tMi  by  the  Waikatos'  several 

years     before.       The      Ngatitoa 

migration      decided     them,    and 

their   jnirpose    waj-  carried    out. 

As    a    temj)orary    measure,   Mr. 

Ironsidi;,  who  found  it  necessary 

to  take  his  wife   to  Wellington, 

put    the    station    and     the    few 

Natives     left    in      the     vicinity 

und(M-  the    charge  of  Paramena 

(Parmentis),  one  of  his  teachers. 

He     was    one    of    those    whose 

retention      ^Nfrs.     Ironside    had 

secured  by    the  sacrifice  of  her 

blankets.      Mr.    I.    says :    "  He 

was  the  best  Maori  preacher  I 

ever  heard,  arguing  out  the  truth,  and  bringing  it  home 

to  the  c(mscience  as  none  but  a  Maori  could."     As  it  was 

imprudent  to  go  so  far  as   Kawhia,  the  district   meeting 

was  held  at  Ngamotu,  when  all  the  mattei^s  in  connection 

with    the   massacre,    and   its   probable    effects   upon   the 
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on  were  considered.  The  Natives  from  Queen 
otte's  Sound  who  had  came  to  Taranaki  were  hopeful 
Mr.  Ironside  would  follow  thorn,  and  still  be  their 
onary,  but  it  was  resolved  that,  for  the  time  bein<j, 
3uld  live  in  Wellington,  and  along  with  Mr.Smalea, 


return  to  Cloudy  Bay,  Writing  to  England  in  October, 
he  says,  "  We  hope  that  wlien  these  Natives  find  that 
their  conduct  in  the  Wairau  affair  is,  on  the  whole, 
favouiably  viewed  by  the  English  authorities,  and  when 
the  matti*r  is  settled,  they  will  be  .induced  to  return  to  their 


Maori  CrKios 

Collect iou  (>/  W.  H.  Skinner,  Et^q.j  New  Plymouth. 
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jras  then  in  Porirua,  do  what  he  could  for  Ngatitoas, 
at  the  same  time  he  should  have  charge  of  the 
pean  and  Native  work  around  Wellington.  Mr. 
eley,  the  Chairman,  did  not  abauJou  the  hope  of  a 


own  home,  and  again  settle  down  in  the  neighlxmrhood  of 
the  Missionary's  residence.  At  any  rate,  we  think  that  he 
should  show  theiu  tiie  example,  and  our  hope  is  that 
inducement  w^ill  have  its  effect.     Moreover,  we  are  very 
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wishful  that  the  Natives  of  Queen  Charlotte  Sound  should, 
if  possible,  be  persuaded  to  give  up  a  project  which  they 
have  formed  of  coming  up  to  Taranaki  ;  because  we  greatly 
fear  that  such  a  step  would  lead  to  a  clashing  of  claims  and 
interests  which  would  be  productive  of  serious  conse- 
quences. .  .  Our  hope  is  that  when  they  find  their 
te^vcher  to  have  returned  to  his  old  station,  they  also,  as 
well  ivs  the  Cloudy  l>ay  Natives,  will  settle  down  with  him 
in  ([uietness  and  peace."  The  offence  against  the  law  was 
condoned  by  the  Governor,  but  the  hope  of  their  return 
proved  delusive.  Tlie  Ngatiawa  went  to  Taranaki,  and 
Mr  Ironside  settled  down  to  his  work  in  Wellington.  Air. 
Jenkins,  a  local  pnvaclier 
who  luwl  a  fair  knowledge  of 
Maori,  was  sent  to  Cloudy 
Bay  to  watch  events  and  take 
care  of  the  station.  Tiirce 
mtmths  later,  Mr.  Ironside 
reports  :  "  L  have  very  good 
news  from  Mr.  Jenkins. 
The  Natives  hav(»  reecMved 
him  with  open  arms,  and 
are  quite  delighted  with  his 
appointment.  Tt  should  ho 
ol>served  that  the  Clc»iidy 
Bay  Natives  have  reniov(»d 
to  this  side  of  the  Straits, 
sixteen  miles  from  Welling- 
ton, but  about  twenty 
stragglers  remain.  Tht^ 
large  body  of  Natives  be- 
longing to  the  Circuit  ar(» 
in  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound, 
and  to  them  Mr.  Jenkins 
devoted  his  chief  attention, 
but  resides  at  Ngakuta,  as 
the  uncertainty  of  the 
movements  of  the  rambling 
New  Zealanders,  and  also 
the  great  exj>enKe  of  build- 
ing, will  not  justify  be- 
ginning another  station  at 
present.  TIkmv  must  be  a 
removal  of  that  station 
soon,  for  it  is  of  little  use 
for  the  Missionary  to  live 
half  a  day's  journt^y  from 
his  charge,  and  the  Cloudy 
Bay  people  appear  deter- 
mined not  to  return.  What 
will  be  the  issue  of  these 
things  we  know  not,  but  this 
we  know  "the  Lord  reignetli." 
They  never  did  return;  the 
staticm  was  not  built,  and 
after  some  time  Mr.  Jenkins  was  removed.  During  his 
two  vears  resid*  nee  ther';  Mr.  Ironside  had  baptised  613 
adults  and  1(5)  infants.  He  luul  married  171  couples. 
There  weie  \'20  me  Ming  in  ehiss  (/./.,  church  members)  at 
Ngakuta,  810  «.n  Queen  Cliarlottes  Sound,  and  250  in 
niind  r>ay.  Of  the  adults  baj)ti8ed  he  say.s,  '*  1  knew  them 
all  personally,  and  none  of  them  were  admitted  until 
they  had  given  satisfuclory  proofs  of  their  litne.ss." 
Out  of  hundreds  (»f  cases  to  illustrate  this  and 
show  their  christian  character,  he  gives  the  following  : 
**  Coming  up  the  harbour,  one  of  his  boatmen  called  out, 


Maori  Chikf  and  Wifk,  i.n 
From  a  pitblicution  of  the 


'  Do  you  see  how  those  shellfish  cling  to  the  rock. 
Just  8o  my  heart  clings  to  Jesus  Christ.'  Emma,  a 
Ngakuta  member  said,  '  I  don't  think  I  have  any  religion 
at  all.'  'Why,  wliat  troubles  you?'  was  the  enquiry. 
*  Why,  sometimes  I  think  I  will  go  to  the  bush  and  have 
a  good  time  in  prayer  all  to  myself.  I  go  and  kneel 
behind  a  tree,  and  there  I  can't  say  anything  and  cry 
abundantly.'  At  the  Bible  reading  one  Sunday  morning, 
John  iii.  16  being  read,  Josiah  said,  *  It  was  not  only  unde- 
8erve<l  love,  but  it  was  unasked.  If  He  had  waited  till  we 
had  asked  Him,  He  would  never  have  loved  us  at  all,  and 
we  should  all  have  lx>en   last.     Our  proud  hearts  would 

not  stoop  to  beg  his  Itive. 
Yet  He  freely  loves  us."  No 
/r  wonder  the  Missionar}' was 

grieved  to  the  heart  to  leave 
so  interesting  and  prom isi fig 
a  sphere  of  labour,  an<l 
sorrowwl  sincerely  when  it 
had  to  be  abandone<l. 

Heke's  War  in  the  North, 
1S4-1-45,  sprang  from  two 
causes— the  blundering  of 
the  Governmc»nt,  and  the 
turbulence  and  ambition  of 
a  young  man  anxious  to 
display  his  power.  The 
Waitangi  Treaty,  ^ihile 
recognising  the  Native 
ownership  of  the  land,  very 
properly  secured  to  the 
Goverinnent  the  right  of 
pre-empticm.  When  estab- 
lished, the  Colonial  Covern- 
ment  was  not  economical. 
Considerable  money  was 
sijuandered  in  the  attempt 
to  form  a  township  at 
Bussell,  and  the  purchase 
of  the  Auckland  site  was 
costly.  Othcial  salaries  were 
on  a  generous  scale.  The 
authoritiej'  were  soon  short 
of  cash.  The  floating  debt 
was  £24,000,  and  £r),000 
was  due  for  salarit»s.  To 
meet  the  emergency,  it  was 
resolved  to  borrow  £5,000 
from  the  Bank,  for  which 
12J  per  cent,  interest  was 
offered.  But  so  poor  was 
the  security  supposed  t4)  be 
that  only  £2,000  could  be 
obtained.  To  provide  for 
immediate  necessities,  de- 
bentures of  the  face  value  of  5s.  to  £50  were  offertnl  and 
declar(»d  to  be  a  l(»gal  tender.  This,  of  course,  aggravated 
the  evil.  The  right  of  j)re-empti(m  was  given  up,  but  it 
was  ordain(*d  that  th(»  purehaser  cf  lands  should  pay  a  tax 
of  ten  shillings  on  every  acre  obtained.  The  Natives 
were  anxious  to  sell.  They  had  obtained  a  taste  for  Eun»- 
pean  comforts,  and  the  sale  of  land  offered  a  i-ea<ly  means 
of  gratifying  it.  They  could  not  understand  the  inability 
of  the  Government  to  buy,  and  still  less  could  they  com- 
prehend why,  when  they  sold  to  others,  a  heavy  amount 
should  be  levied  by  the  Crown.     In  any  case  the  tax  was 
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prohibitive,  and  put  nn  end  to  all  tranKactions.  Customs 
duties  were  high,  and  le»si>ne(l  the  amount  of  shipping. 
Whalers  accustomed  to  visit  the  Port  of  Jlussell  in  con- 
siderable numbers  complained  of  the  heavy  <lues  demanded. 
To  thoM*  who  had  the  responsibility  of  administration,  the 
situation  was  perplexing.  Mr.  A.  Saumlers  says:  "The 
unpaid  Civil  servants  clamoured  for  their  salariejs  ;  the 
numerous  crwlitors  demanded  their  principal  and  interest ; 
the  defniuded  land  purchasers  claimed  their  land  ;  the 
Maoris  demanded  the  right  to  sell  their  own  land  ;  and  the 
pennik^s  unemployed  immigrants  cravt^l  the  means  to 
take  them  from  such  a  pc^verty-stricken  land,  as  the 
vigorously   executed    customs    duties   had    destroyed    the 


He  liad  married  a  daughter  of  the  celebrated  Hongi. 
When  he  found  tlu»  numlxir  of  whalers  visiting  the  Bay 
diminished,  he  lisUmed  eagerly  to  their  statements  as  to 
the  injustice  of  the  imposts  levied.  A  private  quarrel 
addcMl  to  his  anger.  A  woman  of  his  tribe  was  married  to 
a  European  called  Lonl,  at  Kororareka.  She  was  reported 
to  have  cursed  him — a  huge  offence  in  Maoridom.  He 
stripped  the  house,  and  made  a  demand  on  the  otJier 
Kuiopeans  for  uiu — payment  for  the  insult.  Naturally, 
this  was  refused,  much  to  his  chagrin.  Looking  on  the 
tlagstaff  jis  the  symbol  of  authority,  and  connecting  the 
signalling  with  Customs  payments,  he  collected  a  number 
of  young  men,  and,  on  July  ^<th,  1S44,  cut  it  down.    Theie 


Hkai»  ok  Tk  Kai'IMKAha's  War  Canok,  curved  ami  decorated.     Tlie  custom  w<i3,  when  tlieso   canoo.-*  were  in  use,  to  orimincnt  tliem 
witli  kaka  or  albatross  featlicrs. 


merchandise  of  the  cohmy  and  driven  away  tin*  whahns." 
An  address  to  the  Governor  from  Kororareka  told  him 
that  the  country  had  become,  beyond  crxample,  one  gi*neral 
scene  of  anxiety,  distress,  and  ruin,  so  that  property  had 
lost  its  value,  personal  secui-ity  was  at  stake,  and  happi- 
ness had  almost  ceased  to  exist."  Discontent  was  general. 
Complaints  loud  and  deep  came  from  both  races.  It  was 
the  very  time  for  an  agitator  to  work  mischief.  Hone 
Heke,  a  young  chief  of  Kaikohe,  had  l>een  to  the  Mission 
School  at  Keri  Keri,  and  obtained  a  smattering  of  English. 


was  great  excitement.  Natives  who  sympathised  with 
him  flew  to  arms.  Emissaries  weri^  sent  as  far  north  as 
Mangonui  and  south  to  Whangarei,  to  secure  hel]>.  A 
goodly  number  of  younger  men  responded.  The  older 
were  more  cautious.  The\'  knew  what  tiie  evils  of  war 
were.  Waka  N(»ne,  the  great  ll<»kiaiiga  chief,  warned  him 
to  Ix?  ([uiet,  and  said  he  would,  if  necessary,  o]>i»os(»  him  hv 
force.  Others  ranged  tlnMnselves  on  Nen(»'s  side.  The 
Governor  despatched  a  vessel  to  Sydney  for  a  military 
force,  which  was   promptly   sent.     The   friendly  Natives 
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counselled  him  that  this  display  of  power  was  unwise  and 
irritating,  "  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  shed  blood 
abont  a  block  of  wood,"  and  that  they  would  control 
Heke.  They  also  joined  in  the  request  for  the  repeal  of 
the  ten  shillings  stamp  duty,  and  the  i-emoval  of  the 
customs  imposts.  Their  advice  was  taken.  The  soldiers 
returned  to  New  South  Wales.  The  fee  on  land  pur- 
chases was  reduced  to  a  penny  per  acre  and  a  Land  and 
Income  Tax  replaced  the  customs  levies. 

Then  a  false  move  was  made.  The  flagstaff  was  re- 
erected  and  encased  in  iron.  A  blockhouse  was  erected 
around  it  and  a  guard  kept  there.  As  Heke  continued  to 
drill  his  men  and  build  pahs,  a  reward  of  £100  was 
offered  for  his  apprehension.  This  exasperated  him  exceed- 
ingly. He  said  the  Government  were  trying  "  to  buy  him 
like  a  pig."  In  his  settlement  he  erected  an  effigy  of 
wood,  and  cleaving  it  with  an  axe  said,  "  That  is  for 
your  Governor."  Others  flocked  to  his  standard.  Even 
then  Nene  and  Repa  stated  they  were  prepared  to  keep 
him  in  order,  and  assenibled  tlieir  men  for  tlie  purpose. 
On  the  other  hand,  Kawiti,  a  great  fighter,  cast  in  liis  lot 
with  Heke,  and  SCO  men  encamped  within 
four  miles  of  Ru8S(?ll.  A  man-of-war 
was  sent  to  protect  it.  Soldiers  wen^ 
again  brought.  After  several  skirmishes 
the  town  was  attacked  in  force  on  Marcli 
llth,  1845,  the  blockhouse  surprised,  five 
men  killed,  and  the  flagstaff*  once  more 
cut  down.  The  town  was  destroyed,  the 
houses  burned,  and  the  terrified  inhabi- 
tants removed  to  Auckland.  The  grea- 
test alarm  and  consternation  {)revail<Ml 
throughout  the  north.  Native  messen- 
gers from  the  bay  frightened  the  settlers 
around  Whangarei  by  exaggerated 
accounts,  and  48  of  them  crowded  on 
to  a  small  decked  lx)at  and  made  their 
way  to  Auckland,  being  three  nights  on 
the  way.  Farm-houses,  stock,  and  furni- 
ture were  all  left.  Auckland  City  was 
threatened  with  an  invasion.  M<»antime, 
the  fighting  proceeded  with  disastrous 
results  to  the  British,  for  in  an  attack 
on  the  pah  at  Ohaeawai  107  of  them  were 
killed.  This,  of  course,  made  the  rebels 
jubilant.  At  this  crisis  Captain  Fitzroy 
was  superseded  by  Ooveinor  Grey.  He 
at  once  called  in  the  debentures,  forbade 
the  sale  of  arms  to  Maoris,  and,  realising 
Heke  could  only  be  subdued  by  Native  help, 
rations  to  Nene's  troops.  Rawiti  and  Heke 
their  supplies  diminishing,  and  the 
foes  increasing,  but  would  not  sue 
had  built  a  large  and  enormously 
Ruapekapeka,  sixteen  miles  inland.  It  was  garrisoned 
by  five  hundred  men,  and  here  they  made  their  last  stand. 
It  was  invested  by  1,170  British  soldiers,  aided  by  500 
Natives.  After  being  battered  by  artillery  for  ten  days, 
it  was  taken  by  assault  on  Sunday,  January  11,  1846. 
The  power  of  the  rebellion  was  now  broken.  Soon  after 
Heke  and  Kawiti  wrote  submissive  letters  to  the  Governor. 
Waka  Nene  used  his  influence  on  their  behalf,  and 
requested  that  instead  of  their  land  being  given  to  him, 
they  should  be  undisturbed  in  its  possession,  and  uncon- 
ditionally pardoned.  This  was  wisely  acceded  to,  and  they 
were  won  to  loyalty.     The  flagstaflf  was  not  re-erected,  but 
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five  years  after  Kawiti's  death,  his  son  voluntarily  pat 
one  up,  calling  it  Whakakotahitanga,  i.e,,  being  in  union. 
While  this  war  lasted,  the  Missionaries  on  the  Northern 
Peninsula  were  placed  in  consideiable  peril,  and  their  work 
seriously  hindered.  At  one  time  it  seemed  as  if  the  colony 
itself  would  be  wrecked.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
total  English  population  was  not  more  than  ten  thousand, 
and  of  these  only  four  thousand  were  in  the  Auckland 
Province.  There  were  no  i-oads,  no  steamers,  dense  forests, 
and  the  few  settlers  were  widely  scattered.  They  had  no 
adequate  defence ;  and  had  the  Maoris  combined,  thev 
could  have  driven  them  from  that  part  of  the  countiy. 
But  a  large  proportion  of  them  were  intensely  loyal,  and 
those  belonging  to  the  Mission  showed  their  loyalty  by 
their  deeds.  Of  these  Waka  Nene  was  the  most 
conspicuous.  He  had  seen  the  evils  of  war  in  days  gone 
b}^,  and  knew  that  if  Heke  were  successful,  anarchy  and  a 
great  loss  of  life  would  follow.  He  therefore  drew  his 
men  from  Hokianga,  drilled  them  steadily,  and  never  rested 
till  the  great  pah  was  taken.  For  his  services  he  received 
a  pension  of  £100  per  year.  Tirarau,  the  Kaipara  chief, 
though  n(^t  actively  fighting,  was  none 
the  less  useful.  While  the  people  of 
Aucklarid  feared  the  appearance  of  a 
fleet  of  war  canoes,  the  plan  of  Kawiti 
and  Heke  was  to  attack  from  the  land 
side.  They  proposed  to  cross  to  Wairoa, 
go  down  the  Kaipara,  march  along  the 
foot  of  the  Waitakerei  Range,  and 
approaching  from  the  Whau,  in  the  grey 
dawn  of  the  morning,  set  the  town  on 
lire.  It  was  quite  practicable,  but  to 
carry  it  out,  it  was  necessary  to  march 
over  Tirarau's  land  and  use  his  canoes. 
A  letter  proposing  this,  though  couched 
in  highly  figurative  terms,  w^as  sent  to 
him  from  Kawiti.  This  letter  he  brought 
to  his  Missionary,  Mr.  Buller.  He,  of 
course,  impressed  upon  him  the  duty  and 
policy  of  refusing,  while  he  sent  a 
niessag(»  to  the  Auckland  authorities, 
wan.ing  them  of  their  peril.  Kawiti 
was  a  near  relative  of  Tirarau.  It  would 
have  been  a  breach  of  etiquette  to  send  a 
reply  in  haste,  and  he  took  time  to  think 
over  it.  But  on  the  following  day  at  his 
dictation,  Mr.  Buller  had  the  satisfacti  n 
of  writing  a  letter  respectfully  but  firmly 
declining  his  co-operation.  So  the  scheme  was  foiled.  Mr. 
Buller  had  been  advised  to  remove  his  family  to  Auckland. 
H(;  took  the  chief's  advice.  This  was  decidedly  against  it. 
He  said,  in  case  of  alarm,  he  would  assemble  all  the 
Euiopeans  on  the  river  at  the  Mission  house,  and  they  and 
all  his  forces  would  protect  them.  "  That  hatchet  or  gun," 
said  he,  "  that  kills  you  shall  take  my  life."  Thus  they 
remained  in  safety.  Ii»  Hokianga  there  was  great  anxiety. 
Mr.  Ilobbs,  writing  in  April,  1845,  says,  "All  is  quiet,  but 
trembling.  Tamati,  at  the  earnest  request  of  the 
Europeans,  has  returned  for  awhile  from  the  Bay,  that  he 
and  his  men  might  be  a  sort  of  protection  to  them."  He 
adds  :  "  Our  lives  wull  very  much  depend  on  the  measures 
which  may  be  taken  by  the  Governor,  and  his  plans 
respecting  the  Bay  of  Islands.  I  think  if  the  Gover- 
nor attempts  to  take  Heke  and  Kawiti  without  two 
to  three  thousand  troops,  he  will  be  very  likely  to  find 
himself  mistaken.     The  Natives  will  not  respect  a  small 
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foroe ;  but  if  a  ]»rge  one  came,  it  would  prevent  hundreds, 
if  not  thonBands,  from  joining  the  rebJBls,  who  are  now 
nndeeided."  This  shows  there  was  great  danger  of  the 
robellion  spreading,  and  that  the  alarm  was  widespread. 
The  greatest  concern  was  felt  in  England  for  the  safety  of 
the  Mission  stafi^  and  at  the   Missionary  Committee  of 


that  island,  and  earnestly  prays  that  the  evils  which 
threaten  the  Mission  and  the  Native  population,  in  the 
midst  of  which  they  are  situated,  may,  in  the  Providence 
of  Gkxi,  be  mercifully  averted."  In  December  of  that  year 
the  Mission  Secretaries,  reporting  the  latest  intelligence, 
say,  '*  It  will  be  gratif3ring  to  the  friends  of  Missions  to 


An  Upright  Skpulchral  Monument,  at  u  small  island  pah 
in  Tory  Channel,  not  far  from  its  junction  with  Qaeen 
Charlotte's  Soand,  South  Island. 


Another  Uphight  Monument  at  To  Awaiti,  Cloudy  Bay,  South 
Island.     Both  aro  made  out  of  portions  of  canoes. 


Review  in  connection  with  the  Leeds  Conference  it  was 
moved  and  seconded  by  prominent  laymen  that  "  The 
Committee  deeply  sympathises  with  the  Missionaries  in 
New  Zealand  in  the  perils  to  which  they  are  exposed,  in 
commoii  with  other  Europeans,  in  the  disturbed  state  of 


know  that  the  Missionanes  and  their  families  have  been 
graciously  preserved  in  the  midst  of  wars  and  tumults,  and 
that  the  Mission  property  remains  uninjured.  The  conduct 
of  the  converts,  with  very  few  exceptions,  has  been  most 
praiseworthy,  and  the  fidelity  and  skill  of  the  Chief  Nene 
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to  no  one  person  more  than  2560  acres,  except  by 
»ennission  of  the  Governor  in  Council.  But  by  a 
enactment  all  beyond  that  area  whicli  wtis  bought 
evert  to  the  Crown.  He  did  his  work  carefully 
iscientiously,  but,  naturally,  ni»ny  wore  disap- 
Maoris  and  Europeans  alike  thou^lit  themsc^lves 
d.  Rauparaha  and  Uangihaeta  refused  to  abide 
ward  in  relati(m  to  certain  lands  at  tlie  Hutt.  By 
insisting  on  tlieir  suppos(»d  rights,  a  war  party 
id  some  of  the  settlers  there.  Soldiers  were  sent 
T  were  driven  off,  but  entn?iich(.Ml   themselves  in  a 


to  know  all  about  th(»se  movements.  Governor  Grey 
therefore  surrounde<l  his  pah  at  daybreak,  took  him 
prisoner,  and  for  some  time  he  was  confined  on  a  hulk  in 
Auckland  Harbour.  Rangihaet/i,  who  had  lied,  stirred  up 
troubh*  in  the  Wanganui  (listrict.  The  town  was  attacked 
and  a  soldi'T  kilh^d  in  March,  1847.  A  settler  called 
Gilfillan,  witli  his  wife  and  four  children,  were  then 
murdered.  Friendly  Xativc^s  caught  five  of  t\w  supposed 
muwlerers.  Four  were  hangetl  and  th(^  fighting  eiide<l. 
Three  months  latter,  on  the  intei'cession  of  Tamata  Waka 
and  Te  Wherowhero,  who  became  hostages  for  his  go<Kl 
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unning  up  from  the  Porirua  Harbour,  where  they 
intnl  by  <>th(T  restless  spirits.  A  man  calU'd 
»  and  his  son  were  murdered.  Tn  May,  l^M),  they 
d  the  Hutt  blockhouse,  guarded  by  fifty  soldiers, 
ed  five  of  them.  A  boy  bugler  called  Allen,  while 
g  the  alarm,  had  his  right  arm  cut  olV.  With 
allantry  he  raised  his  left,  and  blew  a  sounding 
id  roused  his  comrades  before  Ik*  was  killed.  Th(\v 
away  his  bugle,  and  soldiers  and  settlers  had  th(» 
ation  of  hearing  its  notes  from  the  reb(»l  encainj)- 
Rauparaha  professed  friendship,  but  was  supposefl 


behaviour,  Rauparaha  was  liberated.  I)uring  all  this 
time,  when  there  was  great  exeilenient  all  tlin»ugh  the 
Wellington  l*rovinee,  the  Mission  Natives  again  pn»\e<l 
their  loyalty.  Kawiri  Vualia.  on  hearing  of  the  atta«-k  on 
the  Mutt  blockhouse,  went  with  Mr.  Ironside*  to  tin*  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Pnivince  to  offer  to  taki*  the  fiehl  against 
Hangihiieta.  He  promised  to  muster  two  huiuired  men, 
with  whom  he  would  join  the  soldiers  inunediately.  In 
this  case  also  the  sense  of  right  triumphed  over  the  f»bli- 
gations  of  kinship,  f«>r  Pangihaeta  was  his  relative.  I»ut 
he  said,    **  1    reallv  am    ashamed    of    mv   countrymen.      T 
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think  I  shall  go  right  away  from  them  to  another  place." 
So  strong,  however,  was  the  prejudice  there  against 
Maoris  that  the  offer  was  rejected,  and  he  felt  rather  sore. 
But  it  was  equally  noble.  Here  also  injury  was  don(^  to 
the  Native  congregations  in  Wellington,  the  Hutt, 
Porirua,  and  elsewhere,  as  they  became  excited  and 
unsettled. 

All  these,  together  with  some  less  important  struggles, 
were  but  the  beginning  of  troubles.  With  the  exception 
of  the  break-up  of  the  Cloudy  Bay  Station,  the  Mission 
practically  had  nor  yet  been  interfered  with.  In  the 
Other  places  during  all  these  years,  the  work  htwi  been 
steadily  prosecuted.  The  Waitara  disputes  and  fighting, 
follow(»d  by  the 
W  a  i  k  a  t  o  war, 
ruined  the  larg(T 
part  of  it,  enlisting 
the  sympathy  of 
much  largci  num- 
bers of  th(^  Natives, 
and  spreading  tlic 
trouble  over  a  great 
part  of  the  North 
Island.  To  trace  its 
course  is  an  un- 
welcome task,  and 
in  a  war  carried  on 
in  so  many  places 
and  lasting  over 
two  years,  it  is  not 
easy  to  present  a 
connected  naira- 
tive.  iiut  because 
of  its  disastrous 
effects  on  the  !Mis- 
sionary  operations, 
and  to  show  how 
these  came  about, 
in  spite  of  the  ut- 
most efforts  of  th(« 
agents,  it  must  be 
attempted.  Agra- 
rian troubles,  the 
political  aspira- 
ticms  of  a  j)eople 
misdirected,  per- 
sonal ambitions, 
8uperstiti(m  and 
fanaticism,  quarrels 
of  officials,  and  de- 
bates in  Parlia- 
ment, all  had  a 
share  therein. 

As  usual  the 
commencement  was  a  land  dispute.  Wirenm  Kingi  (Wm. 
King)  was  of  the  Ngatiawa  tribe.  In  the  troubles  of 
1843  he  showed  himself  a  true  friend  to  the  Wellington 
settlers.  From  Waikanae,  where  he  lived,  h<'  \vent  with 
Archdeacon  Hjidfield,  of  Wellington,  saw  Haerewha,  a 
Native  criminal,  tried,  ccmvicted,  and  taken  to  prison.  His 
compatriots  were  angry,  ami  wish(»d  l(»  kill  all  the  ])akehas. 
He  exerUvl  himself  to  suppress  th(»  rising, and  suceeedcMl.  At 
Governor  Grey's  request  ln»  then  armed  his  people*,  fought 
with  Rangihaeta,  and  took  eight  prisoners,  seven  of  wht>m 
were  transported.  Two  years  later,  with  000  followers, 
he  removed  to  Waitara.     There   th(»y  soon  grew  rich,  and 
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by  1854  owned  150  horses,  300  head  of  cattle,  40  carts,  35 
ploughs,  20  pairs  of  harrows,  5  winnowing  machines,  and 
10  wooden  houses.  Tf  it  be  true  that  as  a  man  accumu- 
lates j)roj)erty  he  dreads  wai-,  Kingi  and  his  people  may  be 
suppose<l  to  have  wished  for  peace.  But  a  number  of 
Natives  tlnM-e  had  determined  to  sell  no  more  land.  Pro- 
bably he  was  one  of  tlumi.  Tn  1859  Governor  Bi-owne 
visited  Taranaki.  At  a  Native  gathering  he  stated  that 
whil(*  any  man  who  rlid  nt^t  wish  to  sell  would  l>e  upheld, 
he  was  prepared  to  buy  <'f  those  who  wished  to  disjK>se  of 
land  and  could  give  a  good  title.  A  Native  called  Teira 
(Tayloi)  imuKMliately  oflennl  to  sell  GOO  acres  at  Waitara, 
and  in  token  thereof  laid  a  fine  mat  at  the  Governor's  feet. 

King  at  once  pi-o- 
test^^d.  He  sail  1  to 
his  people,  "  T  will 
onh'  s;iy  a  few- 
words,  .-ind  then  wo 
will  depart."  11^' 
then  said,  *'  Listen. 
(Jovenior ;  not- 
w  i  t  b  s  t  a  nd  i  m: 
Teiras  oft'er,  I  will 
not  permit  the  sale 
of  Waitara.  It  is 
in  my  hands,  and  1 
will  nor  give  ir  up. 
Ehnrt'.!  Fhnre! 
F.Unrf!  (T  will  not! 
T  will  m^i  !  I  will 
not  1)  It  i^  said 
that  he  held  this 
particular  block  in 
trust,  and  Iwid. 
moreovei,  promistni 
iiis  father  not  to 
dispose  of  it.  But 
ollieers  of  the  Lmd 
l>epartm;'nt  prn- 
n(»unced  Teira*> 
title  good  and  £200 
was  paid  on  ac- 
count. Orders 
were  then  given  l«> 
s  u  r  \  e  y.  K  i  n  ir 
avowed  his  <letoi- 
mination  to  resist 
this,  but  evidently 
was  anxious  to 
avoid  fighting.  H<* 
sent  women  to  pull 
up  the  pegs  a^ 
fast  as  they  were 
put  in.  As  the 
survtn'ors  pei'sisted,  his  men  broke  the  chain.  lie  was 
allowed  twenty-four  hours  to  offer  an  aptdogy,  with  a 
l)roiiiise  that  no  further  opposition  wouhl  Ix*  ofh»re<l.  As 
this  was  not  forthcoming,  martial  law  was  prodaimtnl  on 
February  -li,  1  •"><>().  In  a  short  tinu'  th<»  hithert(>  peaceful 
little  settlfMuent  became  a  scene  of  confusion,  and  the 
lal)our  of  twenty  years  was  lost.  The  out  settlers  foi-six>k 
their  farms  and  toidv  refuse  in  New  Plymouth.  Every 
ablebodied  man  was  impressed  for  military  service,  and  a 
large  numbe?-  of  Imperial  troops  landed.  The  women  and 
children  were  sent  over  to  Nelson.  Churches  were  utiiiswl 
as    lodging-hous.'s   and   hospitals.     The  Maoris  carriiM.1  en 
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Br  their  usual  fashion  by  killing  the  settlers  who 
d  out  to  their  farms.  Several  engagements  took 
tween  them  and  the  soldiers.  Blood  was  shed  on 
^de,  but  without  any  decisive  result.  Even  while 
es  were  proceeding  efforts  were  made  to  settle  the 
King  appealed  to  the  Waikatos  to  support  his 
Waharoa  said,  very  prudently,   "  Let  us  find  out 

in  the  wrong.  Let  us  not  take  up  an 
90US     cause.       Let    us    search     out     the    merits 

transaction,  so  that  if  we  die  it  may  be 
liteous  cause."  Six  months  later  he  said  he  should 
get  his  tribe  to  support  it,  as  he  felt  sure  King 
Ace  on  his  side.  Ahipoiie,  of  Waiuku,  and  seven 
liefs  submitted  to  Governor  Browne  the  following 


Meanwhile  the  Land  League  and  the  King  movement 
among  the  Maoris  had  both  taken '  definite  shape,  and 
secured  the  support  and  adh&sion  of  large  numbers. 
Although  afterwards  united,  these  had  a  separate  origin, 
and  aimed  at  distinct  objects.  The  former  was  designed 
to  prevent  alienation  of  territory  ;  the  latter  arose  from  a 
desire  for  the  enforcement  of  law  and  order.  We  have 
already  seen  that  at  the  Remuera  meeting  the  fear  of 
their  lands  vanishing  was  before  them,  and  so  moderate  and 
respected  a  chief  as  Wm.  Naylor  voiced  their  dread.  Epiha 
Putini  was  possessed  by  the  same  feeling.  As  the  years 
passed  by  the  more  thoughtful  were  greatly  exercised  on  the 
subject.  They  said  :  "  The  money  we  receive  is  soon 
spent,  but  our  land  is  gone  for  ever."     At  length   they 


Aged  Slave  Woman  at^Pouketouto,  a  Yillagk  inland  from  Mokau. 


Is: — **(1)  That  the  piece  of  land  should  be  set 
>  be  afterwards  settled  by  a  court.  (2)  That  the 
>f  evils,  whether  as  regards  men,  land,  or  property, 
now  be  unloosed  or  forgiven."  That  those  pro- 
were  not  accepted  is  greatly  to  be  regretted. 
me  a  body  of  Waikatos  had  gone  to  King's  help. 
3r  they  were  formally  commissioned  by  their  chiefs 
tful.  At  any  rate,  soon  after  their  arrival,  they 
urpri.sed,  and  suffered  severe  loss.  Tamihana 
won)  went  down  to  see  them,  and  arranged  a  truce 
16  Government,  by  which  they  were  bound  to 
borne,  and  the  Taranaki  natives  agreed  to  abstain 
rther  acts  of  violence.     This  was  in  May,  1861. 


resolved  to  form  L(»agues,  the  monib(M*s  of  which  were 
pledged  to  sell  no  more.  The  fii*st  of  these  appears  to 
have  been  organised  at  Manawapou,  in  Taranaki,  in  1853. 
It  was  initiated  in  a  very  solemn  manner.  The  largest 
house  they  had  over  built  was  erected  for  the  place  of 
meeting.  After  full  discussion  the  proposal  was  carried. 
And  as  the  house  had  been  called  Taiporohenui,  this  became 
the  League's  watchword.  Had  they  simply  bound  them- 
selves, no  one  could  deny  their  right  to  do  what  they 
willed  with  their  own.  But  they  soon  attempted  to 
prevent  others.  Then  trouble  arose.  The  first  instance 
was  in  the  same  province.  Rawiri  Waiaua  made  up  his 
mind  to  sell.     Katatore,  a  land  leaguer,  ordered  him   to 
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Neither  the  Government  nor  the  colonists  entered  into 
the  war  blindly  or  eagerly.  It  is  true  that  Governor 
Browne,  after  the  truce  with  Thompson  respecting  Waitara, 
called  on  the  Taranaki  and  Waikato  natives  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  on  their 
declining  to  do  so,  resolved  to  invade  the  Waikato.  But 
shortly  after  he  was  superseded  by  Sir  G.  Grey,  who  had 
an  almost  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  language,  was 
personally  known  to  all  the  old  chiefs,  and  in  his  former 
term  of  ottice  had  done  his  utmost  to  befriend  and  elevate 
the  Maori  people.  He  used  his  personal  influence  to  the 
utmost,  and  displayed  wcmderful  energy.  By  a  well-meant 
scheme  of  civil  institutions  ho  sought  to  supply  the  evident 
lack  of  government  of  which  they  complained.  Maoridom 
was  divided  into  twenty  districts,  over  each  of  which  an 
English  Commissiontn-  was  t(>  pieside.  Every  district  was 
sub-divided  into  hundreds,  and  two  Native  magistrates,  a 
warder,  and  five  constables  wei-e  to  be  appointed  to  each. 
The  magistrates  weiv  to  receive  salaries  of  from  £'M)  to 
£50  ;  the  warder  £'M)  ;  and  the  constables  £10  :  the  latter 
also  getting  a  suit  of  uniform  yearly.  These  magistrates 
were  to  form  a  District  Kunanga  or  Council,  over  which 
the  Connnissioner  was  to  ])reside.  All  this  the  (JcMieral 
Assembly  sanctioned.  It  was  hoped  thus  to  allay  the 
war  spirit.  Kesponsible 
Ministers  were  sent  to  the 
Kingite  Chiefs,  proposing 
to  refer  the  Waitara  dispute 
to  arbitration.  Friendly 
Natives  of  rank  went  on 
the  same  embassy,  l^n- 
fortunately,  it  was  too  late. 
The  leaders  of  the  party 
had  tasted  the  sweets  of 
power  and  otiice.  Possibly 
they  could  not  control  the 
younger  men  even  had  they 
wished .  The  Governor, 
therefore  had  no  alternative 
but  to  enforce  the  Queen's 
authority  by  every  means 
in  his  power.  By  this  time 
it  had  been  discovered  that 

Teira's  title  to  Waitara  was  not  valid  after  all.  (iovernoi- 
Grey  therefore  resolved  to  surrender  the  elaini.  Tnhappily, 
before  intimating  this,  he  announced  that  he  would 
re-occupy  Tataraimaka,  a  tract  south  of  New  Plymouth, 
honestly  bought  and  paid  for,  but  of  which  during  the  con- 
ilicts  there,  the  Natives  had  again  taken  possession.  This 
unaccountable  blunder  precipitated  the  collisi(Mi.  The 
actual  responsibility  for  lighting  the  flames  of  a  war  which 
burned  so  fiercely  and  spread  so  widely  rests  upon 
Thompson.  When  the  occupati(m  of  Tataraimaka  was 
decided  on,  the  Natives  sent  to  him  for  orders.  Those 
orders,  signed  by  him,  and  other  leading  chiefs,  were : 
"  Begin  your  shooting."  They  were  promptly  obeyed,  and 
two  orticers  and  eiglit  private  soldiers  of  (in  escort  party 
killed  on  May  4th,  18G.i.  Events  in  Waikato  had  mean- 
while been  hjistening  to  a  crisis.  Immediately  on  his 
return  to  the  Colony,  the  (jrovernor  had  sent  up  Mr.  Gorst 
to  that  district  as  Resident  Magistrate.  He  was  not 
allowed  to  exercise  his  judicial  functions  ;  but,  being 
permitted  to  reside  there,  he  kept  the  Government 
informed  of  what  was  transpiring.  It  wtis  thought 
expedient  that  he  should  begin  an  Industrial  School,  and 
the  Episcopal  Churcii  Mission  premises  at  Te  Awamutu 
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were  leased  for  the  purpose.  Several  youn^  men  were 
induced  to  attend.  Presently  a  Maori  newspaper  was 
started,  to  counteract  the  teachings  of  the  organ  of  the 
King  party.  This  publication  enraged  them,  and  a  strong 
party,  fully  armed,  marched  one  day  to  the  printing  office, 
took  possession  of  press,  types,  and  material,  and  destroyed 
or  carried  them  away.  It  is  said  the  type  was  melted 
down  for  bullets.  It  had  also  been  resolved,  with  a  view 
of  strengthening  the  frontier,  to  erect  a  court-house  aud 
police  barracks  in  Lower  W^aikato,  on  land  owned  by  a 
friendly  chief.  The  Kingites  declared  it  would  not  be 
permitted,  but  the  timber  was  sent  up.  Then  they  cime 
and  threw  the  whole  into  the  river.  A  month  later  they 
exj)elled  Mr.  Gorst  and  his  assistants.  They  now 
determine<l  to  act  on  the  aggressive,  and  a  plan  was 
matured  for  an  attack  on  Auckland  City.  To-day  this 
may  seem  a  wild  and  impracticable  proposal  ;  but  to  those 
who  knew  the  Auckland  Province  at  that  time,  with  a 
metalled  road  to  the  southward  extending  only  a  little 
more  than  twenty  miles,  lined  in  the  latter  portion  bv 
forest  and  fern,  in  which  it  was  Ccosy  for  Nativ(»s  to  lie 
concealed,  it  will  be  clear  that  it  was  quite  feasible  At 
any  late  it  was  seriously  contemplated.  Sir  W.  Fox  says: 
"The  southern  Natives  were  informed   by  a  circular  letter 

signed  by  lea<ling  chiefs  of 
the  war  party  in  Waikato, 
and  ot  which  letter  the 
Government  obtained]  a 
copy,  that  it  was  intended 
umufdlatj'hi  to  attack 
Auckland  and  otln^r  places. 
They  weie  exhorted  *to 
sweep  out  their  yard,  and 
we  will  sweep  ours,'  mean- 
ing *  Do  you  drive  <mt  the 
Europeans  in  your  <listrict, 
and  we  will  do  the  sanu,' 
and  the  letter  concluded 
with  a  w.  K-known  war-song 
of  the  olden  time,  the  last 
line  of  which  was  *  Grasp 
Arm  your  weapons,  strike, 
fire  '  Thompson  knew  of 
and  agreed  to  this,  for  in  a  letter  written  shortly  after  he 
says  :  '  I  have  consented  to  attack  the  whole  of  the  towns. 
T  shall  spaie  n(»ither  unarmed  ])eople  nor  property.  If 
they  ])rove  the  strongest,  well  and  good.  If  the  Maoris 
j)rove  the  strongest,  this  is  how  it  will  be;  the  unarmed 
people  will  not  be  left.'  This  wiis  unmistak cable.  At  the 
same  time  attempts  were  made  to  rouse  all  the  tribes  in 
the  island,  and  a  mission,  headed  by  an  old  chief  of  seventy, 
was  sent  to  Cook's  Straits  to  urge  the  Natives  there  *to 
drive  the  Europeans  into  the  sea,  so  that  they  may 
disappear  from  the  land.'  " 

The  British  forccvs  were  under  the  connnand  of  General 
Cameron,  who  was  brought  up  from  Taranaki  to  avert  the 
threatened  danger  to  Auckland,  by  carrying  the  war  into 
Waikato  itself,  where  it  wjis  now  seen  that  the  struggle 
must  take  place.  Tiie  Maoris  \mu\  drawn  what  was  caIKhI 
the  aukati  or  boundary  line,  at  the  Maungatawhiri  Creek, 
and  stated  they  would  regard  the  crossing  of  that  jus  a 
declaratiim  of  war.  How  on  July  7th  that  was  dcme  ; 
how  after  er(»cting  blockhouses  between  there  and  Auckland 
the  General  brought  up  stores  and  war  material,  and 
advancing  against  Mere-mere,  compelled  its  evacuation  ; 
how  his  forces  gained  the  victory  at  Ilangiriri,  on  November 
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20th,  took  183  of  the  Waikatos  prisoners,  and  sent  them 
clown  to  Aucklan<],  the  histories  record  ;  of  th(?  fighting  at 
Ran«;iawhia,  uniiccountably  long  delaye<l  ;  of  the  close* 
investment  of  the  Orakau  Pah  by  2000  men ;  of  the 
bravery  of  the  defendei-s,  who,  though  they  had  two 
hundml  killed,  when  summonwl  to  surrendtM-,  said,  *^  We 
will  fight  for  ever  and  ever,"  and  when  asked  to  let  their 
women  ami  children  go 
fret%  replied,  **  They 
will  fight  as  well  :"  of 
the  preparations  for  an 
attack  i»n  the  strong- 
hold at  Maungatautai), 
and  its  siibsequent  eva- 
cuation, which  gave  to 
tlie  British  coininand 
of  the  Waikato  delta, 
only  the  mj)st  cur.s<»ry 
mcntiini  can  he  made. 
The  seat  of  war  was 
then  transferred  to  Tail - 
ninga,  and,  nntwilh- 
stAnding  the  dreadful 
blunder  and  panic  of 
the  (iate  Pah,  when 
life  was  useh's»<ly  sacri- 
fice<l,  a«i vantage?  was 
gained  at  Te  Uanira, 
and  the  larg<'  fond  sup- 
plies of  tin*  r«»he]s  in 
that  district  destroyed. 
All  this  was  accom- 
plished in  le^s  than  a 
ye.ar,  and  the  King 
mov<Mnent  almost 
shattere*!. 

Cnfortunately,  in 
IS64,  it  received  a 
stnmg  reinforcenient 
by  the  fanaticism  usu- 
ally known  as  Hauhau- 
i.sni,  which  not  only 
gave  Xo  it  renewed 
vitality  and  enlarged 
the  area  of  itsintluence, 
but  intrcxluced  into  the 
wai-fare  features  of 
barbarity  at  which  the 
sijul  revolts,  and  which 
greatly  embittercHl  the 
strife.  The  nominal 
originator  of  it  is  said 
to  have  l>een  a  lunatic 
named  Te  Ua,  who  was 
Hupi»o«ed  to  be  harm- 
loss.  He  wjis  a  Tara- 
naki  native,  and  when 
the  Lord  Worslfif  was 
wrecked  (»n  the  beach 

there,  trie<l  to  prevent  the  Maoris  looting  her.  For  an 
assault  on  a  woman  of  th(»  village  he  was  tied  up  While 
thus  confined  he  said  that  the  archangel  Micha<»l,  the 
an^el  Gabnel,  and  hosts  of  minor  spirits  from  the  wrecked! 
v<»ss«»l  visited  hhn.  Gabriel  (►rdered  him  to  hurst  his  bonds, 
and  they  snapped  accordingly.  li*  was  hound  a  second 
time,  and    this  was  repeated.     He   was  then   ordered   to 
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kill  his  son  ;  he  did  break  his  leg,  and  on  washing  it  in 
water,  it  wjus  iunnediately  made  whole.  He  further  stated 
that  the  angel  Gabriel  told  him  the  proper  method  of 
woi-ship  was  to  erect  a  pole,  around  which  they  should  move 
in  circles,  uttering  one  cry,  "  Hau  I  Hau  1"  He  further 
athrmed  that  the  gift  of  tongues  was  communicated. 
Apparently  this    gibberish    was    believingly  received    by 

many.  About  this 
time,  near  the  Kaitaki 
Pah,  about  ten  miles 
from  New  Plymouth, 
Captain  Lloyd  and 
seven  others  w^ere 
killed.  In  their  mad 
hate  the  rebels  cut 
oir  their  heads,  drank 
their  blood,  ancl  burie<l 
for  the  time  heads 
and  l>odi("s  in  separate 
places.  Then  came  a 
new  revelation.  It 
was  said  that  the 
angel  (Jabriel,  appear- 
ing to  the  men  who 
had  done  this,  and 
speaking  through  Cap- 
tain Lloycl's  spirit, 
ordered  his  head  to  be 
exhumed,  curtH:l  in 
their  own  way,  and 
taki'U  through  the 
length  and  brejulth  of 
the  land,  stating  that 
henceforth  this  head 
would  be  the  medium 
of  man's  connnunica- 
lion  with  Jehovah. 
*'  Thes(»  injunctions 
wer<'  carefully  obeyed, 
and  imnu"diately  the 
head  was  tak(  n  up  it 
a])pointed  Te  Ta  to  be 
high  priest,  Hepanaia 
and  Kangitauri  to  be 
his  assistants,  and  re- 
veale<l  to  them  in  the 
most  solemn  manner 
the  tenets  of  the  new 
religion, — viz.,  the  fol- 
lowers shall  he  called 
*  Pai  Marire.'  The 
angel  (Jabriel,  with  his 
h'gions,  will  protect 
them  froni  their  ene- 
mies. The  Virgin 
Mary  will  constantly 
he  present  with  them. 
The  religi«)n  of  Eng- 
land, as  taught  by  the 
►Scriptures,  is  false.  The  Scriptures  mu^t  all  be  burnt. 
All  flays  are  sacnd,  an<l  no  notii-e  must  he  taken  of  the 
Christian  Sabbath.  Men  and  wtnnen  must  live  t(»gether 
promiscuously,  s<>  that  their  children  may  be  as  the 
sand  of  the  seashore  for  multitude.  The  priests  have 
superhuman  power  and  can  obtain  for  their  followers 
comj)lete    victori<'s      by     uttiTin';;     \v;;v\vv\W'An     vW    ^^t\.^ 
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*  Hau/       The     people     who     adopt     this     religion    will 
shortly  drive  the  whole   P^uropean  population  out  of  New 
Zealand.     This  is  only  prevented   now  by  the  head   not 
having  completed  its  circuit  of  the  whole  land.      Ix^gions 
of  angels   await   the   bidding    of    the  priests   to  aid    the 
Maoris    in    exterminating   the   Europeans.      Immediately 
they   are  destroyed  and    driven  away   men  will  be  sent 
from  Heaven  to  teach  the  Maoris  all  the  arts  and  sciences 
now  known  to  Europeans.     The    pri(»sts  have  the  power 
to    teach  the  Maoris  the  English  language   in  one  lesson, 
provided     certain    stipulations     are     carefully    observed, 
namely :  The  people  are  to  assemble  at  a  certain  time,  in 
a  certain  position,  near 
a  flagstafl'  of  a  certain        r  '  ».j ' 
height,   and  l^t^aring  a 
flag  of  a  certain  colour." 
It  is  an  Jimazing  farrago 
of  nonsense    and    wild 
improbabilities.        i>ut 
Mr.  John   White,    the 
Resident  Native  Magis- 
trate of  Wanganui,  an 
old  Hokianga  boy,  who 
knew  the  Natives  well, 
and  compiled  this  sum- 
mary, vouches    for    it 
as    being   greedily   re- 
ceived and   thoroughly 
l)elieve<l  in    by    many. 
Throughout     Taranaki 
Province,  up  to  Taupo, 
in  Waikato,  and  among 
ihe  natives  of  the  East 
Cjast    it     spread     like 
wildfire.     In   their  vil- 
lages the  pole   was  set 
up,     the     dance     coui- 
menced,    and    the    aid 
of    the    gods    invoked. 
When     the     head     of 
Lloyd     was    shown, 
further  heavenly  direc- 
tions    were     expected. 
By  the  aid  of   a  little 
ventriloquism    these 
were  given,    but  more 
commonly    they    came 
through     the     {)riests. 
These     promised     the 
votaries   of    the    faith 
invulnerability  in   bat- 
tle, on  uttering  cei'tain 
words.     The  liturgy,  if 
it  may  be  dignified  with 
that  name,  Wcos  a  compound  of  Judaism,  Chiistianity,  and 
the    old    heath(»n    incantations.      It    is    not     necessary    to 
suppose  that  all    who  professerl  it   were  genuint*  devotees. 
Some  think   the    whole  outline  was    the  conception   of  a 
daring  spirit,  who  saw  that  the  King  movement  required  a 
more  potent  bond  of  union.     Many  were  too  intelligent   t<; 
accept    its    teachings.      But   the    leaders    utili.se<l    it,    an<l 
employed  it  as  a  lever  to  make  wider  the  cleavage  between 
the  races.     It  appealed  successfully  to  the  sensual  passions, 
excited  into  activity  the  hatred   of  the   Europeans   which 
hjid  become  gtMu^al  among  their  followers,   and  permitted 
and   indeed    encouraged    the    vilest     savagery.      Altlnnigh 


some  of  the  prophets  presuming  on  their  immunity  fixnn 

injury    in    battle,    were   killed    by    English    bullets,   the 

imposture  still  spread.     "  It  developed  eventually  into  one 

of  the  most  disgusting  and  terrible  superstitions  that  e\ei' 

found  lodgment  in   diseased    brain    or    perverted    heart." 

Even  now,  though  shorn  of  some  of  its  worst  features,  it  is 

by  no  means  played  out.     It  was   called  Pai   Marire — i.t., 

g(X)d    and   useful — but   it   sent  them  back  headlong  into 

barbarism. 

Naturally  this  gave  a  new  and  horrid  character   to  the 

warfare,  which  at  various  points  was  briskly  carrie<i  on. 

Quarter  was  neither  given  nor  expectwJ.     It  wa.s   war  to 

the  knife.     Of  the  en- 
.      , 


aiij 


Eel  Trap. — Mmtn'  Jnnnratir  I'mi-nit^t 


listment  of  the  Wai- 
kato regiments,  and 
their  .settlement  to 
guard  the  frontier  :  of 
the  camp«aigns  under- 
taken on  the  West 
Coast  to  open  comnmni- 
cation  between  Wan- 
ganui and  New  Ply- 
mouth  :  of  the  failure 
of  the  Imperial  trot»[»s 
to  eff\x-t  this,  and  its 
successful  accomplish- 
ment by  friendly 
Natives  and  coloniiJ 
force.s  :  of  the  rnaay 
iierce  fights  waged 
the  heroism  shown; 
of  the  loss  of  valuable 
lives  in  the^se encounters 
it  is  imfK)ssible  to  write 
at  length.  Nor  can 
more  than  honourable 
mention  be  made  of  the 
loyal  Wanganui  natives 
who,  with  the  greatest 
gallantry,  challenged 
and  fought  the  Hau- 
haus  at  Moutoa,  and 
saved  the  town  fr<»ni 
attack.  Of  the  blunder- 
ing of  the  (iovernment 
or  the  (ioveriHu-,  who 
sent  the  Waikato  pri- 
soners to  Kawau  and 
allowed  them  toescajie: 
of  the  further  escajw  of 
sixty  others  confine<l  on 
a  hulk  in  Wellington 
harbour ;  and  of  the 
seizure  of  the  schooner 
Hi  firman  by  Te  Kooti  and  the  other  captives  at  the 
Chalhams,  it  boots  not  to  tell.  On  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Ihitish  troops,  and  the  putting  of  the  whole  resi>onsibility 
ujxm  the  colonists,  it  is  not  necessary  to  comment.  Nt>r 
can  more  than  the  most  casual  reference  be  miule  to  the 
horrid  nmrder  of  the  Kev.  L.  S.  Volckner,  at  Op<»tiki,  and 
the  drea<lfnl  circumstances  of  it ;  of  Te  Kooti  8  bUHsi- 
stained  track,  and  the  niiissacre  of  thirty-thrc^  Europeans 
anfl  thirty-seven  Maoris  at  Poverty  iiay.  These  rouse<l 
the  indignation  of  the  colonists,  and  have  left  sad 
memories.  Then  there  were  the  expeditions  in  the 
Uriwera  County  and  the  Taupo  district,  when   the  pluck, 
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valour,  and  endurance  of  the  colonial  force  were  only 
eifualk'd  by  their  Native  allies.  After  this  there  came  the 
raid  of  Titokowaru  on  the  West  Coiist,  when  Wanganui 
was  again  threatened,  and  when  levies  hastily  raised  were 
sent  into  battle  within  a  few  days  of  enlistment,  and  then 
a  further  search  for  Te  Kooti,  who  made  good  his  escape 
to  the  King  Country.  The  issue  was  that  during  twelve 
years  of  tighiing  it  is  supposed  4G0  Europeans  were  killed, 
and  760  were  wounded.  Of  friendly  Natives  233  perished 
in  the  defence  of  the  Colony,  and  155  were  wounded.  Of 
those  who  t<M)k  up  arms  against  the  Government,  it  is 
known  that  VtH7)  were  slain,  418  wounded,  and  1447  were 
taken  prisoners.  The  jxiwer  of  the  Waikato  tribtjs,  the 
aristocracy  of  Macnidom,  was  broken.  liurge  tracts  of 
their  lariii  there,  and  also  in  Tauranga  and  Taranaki,  were 
confiscat^rd.  Their  pride  of  race  w^is  sh  ittered,  and  a 
similar  confederacy  against  English  rule  rendered  impossible 
in  the  future,  when  they  saw  that  even  during  the  war  the 
numl>er  of  the  white  settlers  increased.  A  sullen  dejection 
to<»k  the  place  of  the  former  deliance,  and  iov  some  years 
afl^r  the  last  shois  were  tired  they  resolutely  rejected  all 
projHisals    for    friendly   intercourse.     On   th(»   part  of  the 


sanctuary  forsaken,  and  the  restraints  of  religion  no  longer 
regarded.  As  the  months  and  yejvrs  went  by,  their  fears 
were  verified,  and  it  became  a  subject  almost  too  painful  to 
speak  about.  Needless  to  say,  they  did  their  utmost  to 
avert  these  evils.  Messrs.  Buddie,  Wallis,  and  Rcid,  all 
of  whom  were  well-known  to  and  highly  respected  by  the 
Waikato  Chiefs,  put  forth  every  effort  to  prevent  war. 
They  visited  them  at  their  homes,  attende<i  some  of  their 
great  meetings,  pointed  out  the  overwhelming  strength  of 
the  English  nation,  and  the  madness  of  defying  it.  In 
Taranaki  Mr.  Whitely  was  all  but  ubiquitous.  By  visits 
t^)  tli(;  pahs,  remonstrances  with  the  leaders,  and  letters  to 
the  Waikatos,  whom  he  knew,  he  sought  to  stem  the  tide. 
But  all  in  vain.  On  war  becoming  inevitable.  Governor 
Grey  sent  to  the  natives  at  Pehiakura,  Thumatao,  and  the 
adjacent  settlements,  demanding  that  they  should  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  They  were 
the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  Waikatos,  and  at  once  they 
forsook  their  homes,  went  up  the  river,  and  cast  in  their 
lot  with  the  Kingites  and  Thompson.  The  Rev.  A.  Reid 
was  tiien  living  at  Waipa.  Many  of  the  lemlers  of  the 
Kingites  were  his  i)ers()nal  friends,  some  of  them  old  pupils 
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Colonv  there  was  not  only  tlu^  loss  of  \;tluil)Ie  lives  in 
Iwittle,  but  many  cold-blooded  murders,  and  the  achlition 
of  thre<?  millions  of  pounds  to  the  National  I)el)t.  As  an 
offset,  there  was  the  making  of  roads,  the  increased 
knowltMlge  of  the  country,  and  the  satisfaction  that  the 
Queen's  sovereignty  had  been  maintaitHMl. 

What  the  feelings  of  the  Missionaries  were  during  these 
years  of  strife  and  bloodshed  it  is  impossible^  to  describe. 
While  some  held  that  the  Maoris  had  not  been  judiciously 
handU^d,  and  thought  even  that  the  King  movement  in  its 
eiirW  stages  might  have  been  guided  and  made  useful,  yet 
when  rank  rel>ellion  and  defiance  of  th(»  G(»vernment  was 
the  outc«)me  of  it,  all  were  agree<l  that  chastisijment  was 
inevitable.  But  they  looked  with  sorrow  unfeignerl  on  the 
effect  that  it  must  have  upon  their  churches  and  converts. 
They  foresaw  that  the  affections  of  their  people  would  be 
alienated.  They  felt  persuaded  that  the  younger  men,  who 
were  naturally  proud  and  arrogant,  c(mld  not  long  be 
restrained.  They  were  convinced  that  tiie  a<lvances  they 
had  made  towards  civilization  would  not  only  be  checked, 
but  that  amid  the  excitement  of  war  they  would  go  back 
to  their  old  practices.  Knowing  the  Maoris  as  they  did, 
they  early  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  women  would 
follow  their  husbands  and  sons  to  the  war,  and  the  issue 
would   be   villages  deserted,   cultivations   neglected,    the 


or  the  fatluMs  of  ex-Three  Kings  scholars.  They  told  him 
that  war  was  coining  and  he  must  leave.  He  demurred. 
With  the  utmost  friendliness,  pei*sonally,  they  persisted. 
No  violence  was  attempted.  He  locked  up  his  house, 
leaving  in  it  a  consideiabh*  amount  of  goods  and  furniture, 
till  better  days  should  come.  As  the  fight  became  hotter, 
Gos'ernment  ord(?red  Mr.  Schnackenberg  to  remove  from 
Mokau.  For  some  time  many  of  the  rebels  retained  their 
ri^ligion,  and  did  their  utmost  to  observe  it,s  ordinances. 
Several  teaeheis,  and  at  least  one  Nativt»  minister,  were 
among  thtMU.  It  was  known  that  these  kept  up  regular 
Sun<]ay  services,  and  the  voice  of  daily  prayer  was  heard 
in  their  encampments.  It  was  a  practical  religion  that 
they  had  been  taught,  and  how  well  they  luui  h^arntnl  the 
lesson  cannot  be  better  illustrated  than  by  a  story  told  by 
Major-(jeneral  Sir  James  E.  Alexander.  "One  day  several 
large  canoes  were  seen  coming  down  the  river  from  Mere- 
Mere  with  a  white  flag  flying.  On  l>*M'ng  detiined  at 
Colcmel  Austin's  post  they  were  found  to  contain  a  large 
quantity  of  potatcws  and  several  milch  g<;ats  as  a  present 
for  General  Cameron  and  his  soldiers.  The  chiefs  of 
Mere-Mere  had  heard  that  the  General  and  his  troops  were 
short  of  provisions,  and  in  obedience  to  the  Scriptural 
injunction,  *  If  thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him  ;  if  he  thirst, 
givf  him  drink,'  they  had  ^^ivt.  U\vi'^^  ^\vtvs.vi\\V^r     ^\.^vs\^>^ 
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Mission  house  reniainrd  untouchefl 
hj  them,  thou^li  aft(M'wanls  looted 
by  the  Europeans.  Men  who  could 
act  thus  w(<n»  not  wholly  had. 
Naturally,  as  the  war  w(»nt  on  and 
they  saw  their  men  falling,  and 
their  powtT  nujlting  away,  they  Ije- 
canu?  emi)ittered.  Many  openly 
renounced  all  fear  of  (Jod  :  some 
went  to  a  very  excess  of  wick«*dn<*ss, 
and  there  was  no  drrd  nf  chvihy 
that  they  did  not  dc^vise  an<l  cx^t-ute. 
l*(»li]Lxi«»n  was  looki^l  upon  as  a  cloak. 
Mr.  Wallis,  who  l)efore  this  time 
liad  removed  to  Oriehuiii^^a  on 
account  of  family  alilictioii.  \\r«»te 
that  he  did  not  think  th«'rc  w«)nld 
he,  wliat  some  drejidrd,  an  inxasion 
of  the  town,  hut  lie  feare<l  the  issue 
would  he  the  eomj»lete  desliuctioii  of 
the  Maori  i-huiclu-s.  l^veiythiii.i^ 
l»oint("il  in  that  direction.  I',\»'n  the 
tew  who  had  ni»t  i^^one  to  the  fioni 
would  very  rarely  attend  I)ivine 
service*.  Tluy  shower  1  no  desiic  to 
c«)nvei*se  on  spiritual  suhj«M'ts.  The 
war  occupied  all  their  thoui^'hts.  Of 
course  there  were  excejJtion^.  There 
were  those  even  who  took  ])ail  in  the 
terrihlt^  ct)nllicts  t>f  those  trouMou< 
years  who  retairn-d  their  faith  in 
(jod,  and  the  hahit  of  piayor.  ihit 
tlu?  *xreat  hulk  of  them  lor- 
sook  Christianity,  and  heeame  the 
ardent  devotees  of  llauhaui<in.  It 
was  under  the  inlluence  of  this 
fanatic  zeal,  antl  the  hatred  of 
Kurojieans.  that  the  hra\e  ;ind 
honoured  John  WhittOey,  who  f.»r 
thirty  live  yeais  had  s]>ent  his 
strength  on  their  l)ehalf,  was  har 
harously  nnn'dered  i)y  lliem.  lie 
had  hei'n  indefaliu^ahle  an«l  trustful 
to  the  very  last.  Kven  while  war 
was  ragin,*^,  he*  visited  their  l.aiininy 
to  carry  the  messairc  of  (lospel  peace. 
He  could  not  helievr*  thai  any  of 
them  w<iuld  tiy  to  injtire  him. 
Tjon«if  after  all  the  others  suuirliL 
the  shelt<M'  of  the  town  of  Ne,v 
Plymouth,  he  continued  at  the 
ln*stituti(.»n.  Aftci  that,  he  still 
travelled  aloni;  tlu^  road,  ju'eaehini,' 
or  speakinix  to  twos  and  thi'ces  who 
were  left,  and  also  to  ihe  soldiers  in 
the  blockhouses  and  any  out  M'tt Iris 
who  harl  ai^^ain  gone  to  tln-ir  farms. 
The  thoUij;ht  of  pi-r.sonal  dan.u'«M'  ne\i*r 
entered  his  mind.  lly  this  time, 
iHJjlt,  the  war  was  lan^uishinir. 
^Miards  were  still  ki-pl,  an<l  the 
blockhouses  (HM-ujiied.  <  >n  Satui'day, 
.Kel)i'uarv  "JSth,  he  rode  out  to 
rukcaru'he,  or  the  White  C'lills 
intending  to  hold  ser\  iee  at  the 
redoubt  where   l^ieut.  (laseoiirne,  his 
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family,  and  one  or  two  othei-s  wviv 
in  tlie  morning,  and  then  preach  at 
some  other  places  on  Ijis  way  hai?k 
to  town.  It  proves!  to  be  the  ku^t 
day  of  his  lif<».  Whether  tluv 
intended  to  kill  him  at  the  fust  is 
doubtful.  Naturally  it  wa-*  souu' 
years  before  all  tin*  sad  details 
heeame  known,  as  they  could  cnim- 
from  Native  sources  alone.  For 
years,  many  believed  that  it  was  a 
Kuropean  who  fired  the  fatal  sli^t. 
On  February  2()th  of  last  year,  thero 
apj)eared  in  the  Sfic  Xtalnnd  linns, 
of  Wellinjjjton,  from  the  pen  <»f  its 
travelling  correspondent,  a  long  ami 
conserutive  account  of  the  mas^ai-n^ 
of  the  Kuropeans  which  prcCnltKi 
the  .Missionary's  murflei-.  an<l  of  tliat 
murdei'  itself.  The  a<ci»u::t  whirli 
he    givt's    is   from    the    wiitten  ci'ii- 

fessinii  of  one  who  was  an  eVi- 
witness  of  the  foul  deed.  It  \va> 
duly  made  in  the  preseiiei^  of  iw(> 
Europeans  at  Mokau  in  September. 
ISS-J,  but  a  pltvlge  was  given  that  it 
should  not  be  <livulged  <hiring  tlic 
lifetime  of  the  man  to  whom  it  was 
\oluntaiiIy  made.  Closely  ron<lens<il. 
it  narrates  that  this  man.  with  thiti* 
others,  had  that  morning  ctune  fruiii 
I'reiiui.  They  met  Te  Wetore  with 
a  /////(/  or  war  party  of  about  fiflccti. 
who  informed  them  they  were  i;t>iiii,' 
to  kill  all  the  Europeans  at  Pnko- 
.•irnhe.  Ite  sought  i<»  dissuade  them, 
hut  in  \ain.  They  ft>reei|  himself 
ami  <'ompanions  t(»  join  them,  sayinu' 
ihry  needed  him  t<»  interpret.  Tlicy 
eame  to  the  ])lockhous(\  and  at  Te 
W'eteie's  icMjuest  the  two  Europeans 
in  rhaii^e  came  «iut  an<l  greeted  tlu-m 
in  a  friendly  manner.  On  en^juiriiii; 
their  husiness,  these  men  wen»  ti»l«l 
they  had  snmc^  ])igs  to  .sell,  and  aske<l 
them  to  go  to  the  beach  ami  sci" 
thi'm.  As  tluy  went  down.  lH>th 
wfir  t«»mahawk<'d.  A  messeniier 
was  then  sent  to  enquire  if  Li("Ut. 
Oascoi^ne  and  his  family  were  at 
home.  Finding  they  were  not,  tlu' 
house  was  broken  open,  and  firearms 
ami  annnunition  stolen.  Presently 
(laseoigm»  with  his  wife  ami  three 
ehildien,  one  of  whom  he  was 
eanying,  eame  up  t«>  the  front  «>f  tlif 
reclnubt  where  t h(»y  wen*.  II(^  shoi>k 
hands  with  two  of  them  wh«»m  ho 
knew,  expressing  surprise  that  th«\v 
wi-re  back  again.  As  he  went 
towards  his  house,  walking  fast,  two 
Nati\es  fuUowed  and  killed  him  and 
the  child.  l*y  this  time  .Mr.-.  (I.is- 
coigne  and  the  othtM*  two  children 
were  hiding  near  the  parapet.  The 
same    Natives    murdered    them,  and 
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then  reported  to  Te  Wetere,  who  all  this  time  had  remained 
seated  and  kept  the  narrator  by  liim,  what  they  had  done. 
They  then  plundered  the  house,  and  divided  the  most 
valued  or  coveted  articles.  "  While  doing  this  they  saw  a 
man  on  horseback  coming  in  the  distance.  Te  Wetere 
then  said,  *  Whether  it  is  a  white  man  or  a  Native,  we 
must  kill  him.'  He  then  sent  ^\e  men  to  watch.  One  of 
them  sung  out,  *  It\s  a  white  man  !'  Te  Wetere  answered, 
baying,  'Let  him  come.'  Mr.  Whiteley  then  rode  close 
up  to  the  Natives.  I,  at  the  same  time,  was  standing  on 
the  bastion.  A  Native  fin^d  the  first  shot,  the  horse  falling 
at  the  time.  As  soon  as  the  horse  fell,  four  Natives  fired 
at  Mr.  Whiteley,  and  he  fell  dearl.  After  Mr.  Whiteley 
fell  T  saw  one  of  those  who  shot  him  (name  given)  take  his 
vest  and  watch  with  it.  Soon  after  we  left,  taking  a 
horse  with  us,  a  Native  leading  him.  We  left  two  men 
behind,  Te  Wetere  telling 
them  to  burn  the  houses. 
When  we  got  to  the  creek, 
one  of  the  party  who  had  two 
firearms  with  him  gave  nie 
one,  which  was  a  riHe.'  The 
names  of  these  Natives  were 
all  given,  but  the  person  from 
whom  the  ctKrespondent  ob- 
tained this  oof)y  was  not 
permittefi  to  divulge  them. 
The  correspondent  also  stated 
that  he  hiwl  learned  that  a 
Europ<'an,  whose  name  w^is 
given,  was  also  a  witn(\ss  of 
the  massacre,  in  which,  how- 
ever, lie  took  no  active  i)art, 
he  being  at  that  time  meicly 
a  slave  in  the  custo^ly  of  the 
trilje  of  which  Te  Weten^ 
was  chief.  He  couhl  not 
trace  his  after  career,  nor 
did  he  know  if  he  were  still 
living.  This  is  very  circum- 
stantial, and  there  is  no 
reason  for  doubting  its  sub- 
stantial correctness. 

In  December  last  the 
Europ<?an  Wesley  an  congre- 
gation at  New  Plymouth 
opened  a  new  Church,  to 
which  they  have  given  the 
name  of  "  The  Whiteley 
Memorial  Church."  At  the 
dedicatory  meeting,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Mr.  John  Skinner,  a  son  of 
the  former  Catechist,  and  himself  a  Maori  scholar, 
was  read.  It  has  a  pathetic  interest,  and  thirty  years 
after  sheds  light  upon  the  events  that  led  up  to  the 
tragic  occurrence,  and  the  feeling  with  which  it  was 
regarded  even  by  prominent  men  among  the  rebels  them 
selves.  Mr.  Skinner  stated  that  it  was  told  him  at  Mokau 
by  one  of  the  men  intimately  connected  with  the  raid  : 
"  In  February  of  1869,  the  Maniopoto  were  gathered  in 
force  near  Awakino  Heads,  and  it  had  been  proposed  to 
make  a  raid  on  Taranaki.  The  time  was  considered 
opportune,  as  Taranaki  was  practically  in  a  defenceless 
state,  through  the  departure  of  the  military  settlers  ami 
the  general  exodus  of  men  from  the  district,  attracted  to 
the  Thames  by  the  wonderful  yield  of  gold  from  the  mines. 


Honi  Wetere  te  Rerenga  was  tlie  principal  advocate  of 
this  attack,  but  the  more  cautious  Wahanui  opposed  it. 
It  was  after  an  excited  speech  from  Wetere  that  Wahanui 
taunted  the  family  of  Takerei — of  which  Wetere  was  the 
second  son — that  they  were  evei  noted  for  saying,  *  Go 
into  the  fight,'  but  never  known  to  say  *  Follow  me.'  This 
taunt  of  cowardice  was  the  more  galling  as  it  was  true,  for 
their  cowardice  was  a  byword  in  the  tribes.  Spurred  by 
the  jeers  Wetere  answered  back  that  he  himself  would  lead, 
and  see  if  they  were  brave  enough  to  follow.  Gathering 
the  men  of  his  hapUy  and  mad  with  excitement  and  the 
lust  for  blood,  they  marched  on  Pukearuhe.  As  to  what 
happened  there,  there  is  no  need  to  tell.  It  is  one  of  those 
deeds  of  history  that  are  better  forgotten.  I5ut  of  the 
death  of  Whiteley  it  is  as  well  to  tell,  as  it  shows  the 
mann(»r  of  the  man  to  whose  memory  the  people  of  this 
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[From  Taraiutki.  AV*''i«.] 

town  are  doing  honour.  It  was  late  in  the  evening  when 
the  aged  minister  rode  up  the  track  leading  to  the 
blockhouse  at  Pukearuhe,  where  Lieut.  (Jascoigne  and  his 
family  had  live<l,  and  h(»  must  iiave  noticed  some 
strangeness  in  the  surroundings  (»ven  in  the  darkness. 
Presently  a  brave  voice  called  out  to  him  to  go  back, 
and  was  answered,  *Why  should  T  go  hack  ?  My  place 
is  here.'  Again  the  order  from  Wetere,  *  Go  back, 
Whiteley,  your  place  is  not  here  ! '  *  My  place  is  here,' 
answered  the  old  man,  *  and  here  I  remain,  for 
my  children  are  doing  evil.'  Again  the  Maori's  order 
to  go  back  was  given  without  effect,  but  an  evil  voice, 
and  surely  not  that  of  a  pakeha,  cried  out  in  the 
darkness,  ^^  Kahore  e  tawfi  mja  iikaokao  maf**,^* — Dead 
cocks  do  not  crow.     No  longer  could  Weterci  v^vXv^vwVk^ 
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men,  who  had  abeady  smelt  the  blood  of  men  and  bal)es, 
and  a  shot  was  fired  that  brought  the  faitlif ul  old  horse 
Charlie  to  his  knees,  and  his  aged  master  to  the  ground. 
Kneeling  beside  his  dying  horse  in  prayer,  he  was  shot 
again  and  again.  And  so  he  died  as  he  had  lived.  A  man 
without  fear,  and  ever  ready  to  give  his  life  in  his  Master's 
service,  and  never  shrinking  from  what  he  believed  to  be 
his  duty.  Can  we  not  believe  the  la.st  prayer  of  this 
martyr  to  be  that  of  the  first  martyr  for  Christ — the 
prayer  of  Stephen,  *'  Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their  charge." 
The  death  of  Whiteley  ended  tliis  bloody  raid,  and  the 
taua  returned  to  Mokau,  and  met  Wahanui  and  his  people 
at  Awakino,  and  told  of  the  deeds  done  at  Pukearulie.  At 
the  naming  of  the  killing  of  the  men  nothing  was  said, 
but  when  told  of  the  killing  of  the  woman  and  children, 
the  old  chief  expressed  disgust,  and  said  war  was  not  with 
children.  This  was  not  war  but  murder.  When  the  deed 
done  to  Whiteley  was  told,  tha  old  man  was  silent  with 
horror,  and  the  women,  seeing 
how  matters  stood,  broke  into 
the  wild  wail  for  the  dead. 
For  he  was  as  their  father, 
and  as  their  father  they  loved 
him.  For  a  long  time  this 
continued,  the  men  with 
covered  heads,  and  the  wo- 
men wailing.  Then  Wahanui 
ordered  the  camp  to  be 
broken  up,  and  his  j)eople  to 
retire  into  the  wilds  of  the 
King  Country,  saying,  *  Here 
let  it  end,  for  the  death  of 
Whiteley  is  more  than  the 
death  of  many  men.'  With 
this  death  ended  the  fighting 
between  the  two  races,  who 
should  ever  have  been  friends. 
.  .  .  It  is  well  that  one 
man  should  give  his  life  for 
the  people.  And,  truly,  this 
is  what  he  did,  for  had  he  not 
stood  firm  to  his  high  calling 
it  is  more  than  probable  the 
brand  of  war  would  again 
have  overrun  the  whole  of 
Taranaki.  Could  there  be  a 
more  glorious  ending  to  a  lite 
of  self-sacrifice  and  kindly 
sympathy?  The  taking  of  this 
life  brought  home  to  the 
Maoris  the  horrors  of  war,  as 
nothing  else  had  done,  and 
the  moral  effect  on  the  race 
cannot  be  gauged."  This 
terrible  calamity  filled  his  brother  Missionaries  with 
consternation.  Far  as  the  Maoris  had  gone  from  the 
truth,  they  had  not  imagined  they  would  lift  up  their 
hand  against  one  whom  they  hud  known  for  a  generation. 
And  while  they  felt  all  the  indignation  that  their  fellow- 
colonists  did,  they  felt  profound  pity  for  the  race  that  was 
so  misguided. 


Ohklisk     Eke(.tki)    to    the     Mkmokv    of    the 
Whiteley,  New  Plymoith. 
Froui  block  kindly  nuppUcd  hy  Tarauaki  yens  C 


of    the   wood   doth 


and  ruin  wrought  by  the  war  and  its  attendant  evils  may 
bo  briefly  summarised.  The  Kai  Iwi  Institution  and 
Mission  were  closed,  and  the  Natives  connected  therewith 
thoroughly  alienated.  Mokau  and  Aotea  had  beeu 
necessarily  abandoned  ;  with  few  exceptions,  all  the  people 
were  scattered,  and  many  of  them  had  perished.  Taranaki 
was  a  wreck.  The  Natives  there  were  Hauhaus  of  t!ie 
worst  type,  and  sunk  to  a  lower  depth  of  evil  than  that  of 
their  fathers  in  the  worst  days  of  heathenism.  Pehiakura 
and  Ihumatao  were  deserted.  At  Waipa,  service  was 
maintained  only  at  the  small  settlements  of  Karakariki 
and  Whatawhata,  where  a  few  still  held  fast  their  faith. 
Mr.  Schnackenberg  was  left  at  Raglan  (WJiaingaroa),  but 
with  his  schools  more  than  decimated,  and  the  few 
congregations  scanty  in  the  extreme,  and  the  people 
impoverished.  The  Missions  in  Hokianga  and  Kaipara 
had  been  untouched,  but  of  the  othei-s  named  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  not  more  than  five  per  cent,  remained  faithful  to 

the    Church    or    retained    the 
profession  of  Christianity.    The 

1         Missionaries  saw  their  life  work 

swept  away — the  labour  of 
I  their  best  years  seemingly  lost. 
Many  of  them  were  now  ad- 
'  vaneed  in  years.  The  toil  of 
the  days  gone  by  iiad  In^en 
se vere,  but  they  were  cheered  by 
success.  Converts  were  numer- 
ous ;  congregations  large,  and 
eager  to  hear.  Now,  a  hearing 
c(^uld  scarcely  be  gained,  and 
when  it  was  there  was  no 
response.  Advanced  in  years  as 
many  of  them  wert^  and  seeing 
their  hopes  blighted,  their 
expectation  blasted,  we  can 
imagine  the  faithful  laliourcrs 
taking  up  the  language  of  the 
eightieth  Psalm.  As  they 
remembered  the  successes  of 
the  past  they  niight  well  say, 
**  Thou  hast  brought  a  vine  out 
of  Egypt  :  Thou  hast  cast  out 
th<^  heathen  and  planted  it. 
Thou  preparedst  room  lx»fore  it, 
and  didst  cause  it  to  take  deep 
root,  and  it  filled  the  land."  As 
they  contemplated  the  devasta- 
tion wrought  by  war  they  would 
embody  their  complaint  and  «'isk, 
*'\Vhy  hast  thou  then  broken 
down  her  hedges,  so  that  all 
they  which  pass  by  the  way 
do  pluck  her  ?  Tlie  boar  out 
waste  it,  and  the  wild  beast  of  the 
field  doth  devour  it."  And  as  they  looked  forward  to  the 
future,  they  would  join  heartily  in  the  prayer,  "Return, 
we  beseech  Thee,  O  God  of  Hosts  ;  look  down  from  heaven 
and  behold,  and  visit  this  vine,  and  the  vineyard  which 
Tiiy  right  hand  hath  planted,  and  the  brancii  that  Thou 
madest  strong  for  Thyself.     Turn  us  again,  O  Lord  God  of 


Rev.    J. 


The  diminished  area  of  the  mission  field  and  the  havoc  Hosts  ;  cause  Thy  face  to  shine,  and  we  shall  be  saved." 


MAORI  MISSIONS. 
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Chapter  X.— LATER  EFFORTS- 

NIB— Dinconngementa  after  the  War— Faced  with  Courage— Uninterrupted  Work  in  the  North— Rev.  W.  Bowse— HiH  Term  at  Wairaa— Joyous  ChristraaH  FestiYal— 
Ordinary  Services — Vocirerous  Responses— School  Work,  Heathens  Converted— W awe  and  Mapuka— The  Drink  Trouble — A  I.iOcal  Maori  Liquor  Law — Maori 
Appreciation— Rev.  T.  G.  Hammond's  Work— Fanatic  Outbreaks— A  Wonderful  Healer— The  Cold  Water  Cure— Marvellous  Prophecies— Te  Whiti's 
MetwenKers— Wise  Dealings  «iih  Them— Mr.  (Uttos  at  Kaipara— Severe  Journeys— Attention  to  Secular  Interests  of  Maoris— Their  Thriftlessness — Extra- 
ordinary Attire  at  Church— Thirty-five  Years'  Toil— Nstive  Ministers  of  the  North— Their  Character  and  Influence— Position  Sustained— Work  near  the  Kini{ 
Country — S|»ecial  Difliculties— Decline  of  Members— Churches  Non-existent— Southern  Maori**— Tnree  Kings  and  it^  OhanK»-s— Other  Hindrances  i3eside8  War — 
Cost  of  Mission — Gradual  Withdrawal  of  Outside  Help— An  Inopportune  Time — iupport  of  Mission  Placed  on  the  New  Zealand  Church. 


PAINT,  yet  pursuing,'*  might  have  been  taken  as 
the  motto  of  the  brave  men  who   weie   left  in 

charge  of  tlie  Mission  when  the  war  came  to  an 
Their  sanctuaries  desolate,  their  flocks  scattered, 
sciiools    closed,   they  still    toiled   on  and  hoped  for 


intense  bitterness.  None  knew  better  than  the  Missionaries 
how  hard  it  would  be  to  remove  this,  and  restore  goodwill. 
But  it  was  their  duty  to  attempt  it.  Nor  did  they  flinch 
from  the  task. 

In  the  peninsula  north  of  Auckland,  the  woik  indeed 


Te  Nf;Ai'f»RiTU  ani»  iirs  Wifk  Riiik,  of  WHAKATiMrTrMi'. 


;r  days.  The  labour  of  many  years  had  inde<M]  been 
erinl  nugatory,  and  the  peoph*  had  Imhti  alienated 
tlie  Europeans  by  pclitical  strife  and  hard  fighting. 
as  realised  that  it  would  be  a  diflicult  matter  t-o  legain 
•  confidence,  and  still  harder  co  induce  them  to  listen 
le  gospel  of  forgi veneris  and  peace.  With  the  crushed 
t   of   conquered   people,    theie    was  also  a  feeling  of 


had  not  been  intonupted.  The  llokian^a  and  Kaipara 
tribes  remained  loyal  throughout,  and  all  the  machinery 
of  the  Mission  was  kept  in  active  operation.  In  1^503, 
while  the  war  was  at  its  height,  the  Kev.  W.  liowse 
succeeded  Mr.  H.  H.  Lawry,  in  the  Northern  Station. 
Mr.  Rowse,  who  is  now  a  supernumerary  minister  residing 
in  Grey  town  North,   is  a  native  of  the  famous  Methodist 
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County  of  Cornwall.  He  joined  the  Church  of  his  fathers 
at  Marazion  as  a  lad  of  fourteen.  At  twenty  he  became  a 
local  preacher,  and  three  years  later  was  accepted  by  the 
J^ritish  Conference  as  a  minister  on  probation.  Additional 
labourers  being  nee<led  for  the  Colonial  work  in  New 
Zealand,  he  became  one  of  a  party  of  four  selecte<i,  and 
reached  Auckland  at  the  end   of  1858.     Two  years  were 


Tamati    \Va:<a  Nkn:-:   in   Latiu   Vkmj-. 

fVf.m    i>h>-fu   Irnt    \nj    Mr.    /.'.    11, >}.!..<. 

spent  as  Mr.  Alfred's  co!1('ji<xu('  in  the  thru  ra]>idly  iriowiiiLj 
Canterbury  Circuit,  a  yi^nv  Jis  Mr.  I  hirdiiiKs  assistant  in 
Auckland,  and  a  year  in  the  Maniikau  (■iicuit.  On  his 
appointment  to  the  Mission,  he  was  still  nnacijuainted 
with  the  lan<^uage,  hut  both  he  and  his  youni,'  \vif<'  soon 
learned  to  speaic  it  with  fi-eedoni  and  propriety.  His 
residence  was  the  Waiina  Mission  Ilousr,  hut  he  had  to 
cover  the  ground  formerly  occiipiiMJ  by  four  Missionaries. 
Tiie  Hokianga  River  and  all  its  tributaries  had  to  be 
negotiated,  and  periodica  isits  pai<l  to  all  the  Kaini;as  upon 
the  banks.  Oversight  was  also  rcijuired  to  b<'  given  to 
Whangaroa  and  Kaeo,  when*  some  of  the  Church  mernbers 
wen;  resident.  The  numb(»r  of  the  Natives*  as  comj)ared 
with  the  early  days,  was  seriously  diminished.  There  had 
been  a  great  mortality,  and  the  slaves  formerly  held, 
Ix'ing  freed,  had  gone  South.  Their  spirit  too  was  ditlbrent. 
The  younger  portion  did  not  know  what  Christianity  had 
done  for  their  race,  and  were  inclined  to  frivolity,  .some- 
times to  annoyance.  The  older  men  and  women,  though 
mostly  devout  and  Ood-fearing.  were  still  the  slaves  of 
superstiticm,  and  occasionally  old  habits  anrl  practices 
resumed  th<»ir  sway  over  them.  The  young  Missionary 
d«»voted  himself  to  his  work,  and  fur  fifteen  velars  laboured 
most  assiduously  for  their  welfare.  F^ong  journeys  by  boat 
and  on  horseback  were  undertaken.  The  young  were 
instructed,  the  wayward  checked,  the  aged  comf()rted,  and 
all  doctorc<l.  The  chiefs  gave  him  their  confidence.  He 
trained  some  of  the*  younger  men  as  local  prc^urhers,  and  so 
wa.s  better  able  to  supply  distant  places.     A  revival  took 


place  in  the  \Vaima  Valley,  and  throughout  the  district  ho 
saw  a  steady  moral  improvement.  Joys  and  sori*ows  were 
experienced.  A  family  of  sons  and  daugliters  filled  the 
Mission  House,  and  leariKjd  Maori  before  thc^y  did  English. 
The  home  was  embowere<l  in  flowers,  and  the  orcliaitl 
planted  by  Mr.  Warren  gave  abunrlance  of  fruit.  To  the 
right  was  the  School  Hou.se,  and  on  the  bank  of  the 
Waima  the  shed  in  which  was  the  boat,  without  which  the 
district  could  not  have  l)een  worke<l.  On  April  15th, 
1876,  the  house  was  accidentally  burned,  and  the  Mission- 
ary and  his  family  lost  heavily.  Friends  in  Auckland  and 
the  Bay  of  Islands  rallied  to  their  help,  and  the  following 
year  a  new  one  was  erecttMl  at  a  cost  of  t'.'iGO.  A  view  uf 
this  is  presentcMl  on  l>age  02. 

ijarg(»  gatherings  of  Natives  were  still  not  unconinion. 
The  Christnifis  Festival,  when  they  comniemorat<Hl  the 
lirst  sermon  preached  by  Marsden  in  the  country,  wjis 
notable,  and  Mr.  Rowse  gives  an  interesting  deseriptiiui  of 
the  first  he  saw.  *' Christmas  Day  is  on  Sunday  this  year. 
The  weather  is  warn),  and  UockIs  of  sunshine  bathe  all 
nature  in  gold(?n  splendour.  The  Natives  are  assembled 
from  all  (juarters,  dressed  in  rainbow  colours,  and  making 
the  valley  resound  as  they  chat  and  sing  on  their  way  U* 
the  Station  Church  for  Divine  worship  and  Biblical 
instruction.  It  is  the  I'.Kh  Anniversary  of  the  first 
proclamation  of  the  (lospel  by  *  Te  Matenga.*  The  cliureh 
is  well  lllled,  th(^  young  peoi)le  of  the  Board ing-Kchool  filini,' 
-n  under  the  oNcrsight  ot'  their  teacher  and  tutors.  The 
ser\  ice  proceeds,  and  the  Missionary  depicts  the  great 
changes  which  have  taken  plac(%  and  the  blessings  that 
have  come  through  the  introduction  of  Christ ianil v.  To 
illustrate  the  contrast  between  former  times  and  the 
present,  some  extracts  from  the  life  of  Marsden  and  givin*; 
an  account  of  his  lirst  visit  to  New  Zealand  are  read. 
These  are  translated  into  Maori  by  the  (,'atec-hist,  sentemr 
by  sentence,  and  make  a  deep  impression.  The  people  an* 
inlens<Iy  moNcd,  especially  some  of  the  older  chiefs,  and 
tears  of  grateful  joy  are  shed  by  many.  On  leaving  the 
building,  warm  e\j)ressions  of  a}>proval  and  endorsement 
are  i^Mven  to  tlu"  minister.  "  /w/  f><ii  f('  Kinrnhwm '.''  ^'  Kfunui 
y>// '"  are  beard  as  (he  conLcr(\gati(>n  greet  each  other.  A 
young  chief.  surrt)un«led  by  a  group  of  interested  listeners, 
reads  aloud  a  Irtiei  be  has  just  received  from  a  friend  in 
W'aikaio,  wbo  had  formerly  been  a  pupil  at  Three  Kiiijrs. 
ll  ran,  "  My  lo\e  to  vou  is  great  through  dt-sus  Christ  our 


\V(>(U»K\   Fr.rTK. —  Mtiori  Munim!  Instrninfnf. 

Saviour.  Our  fathers  hated  and  killed  each  other,  but  we 
have  been  taught  to  see  the  wickedness  of  such  things, 
and  now  w(»  liv(»  under  better  influences,  and  are  lovini; 
members  of  the  sanu*  Chunrh.  *  To  God  be  all  the  glory.'' 
Th(»  day  following  was  one  of  social  enjoyment.  The 
Station  was  astir  at  an  early  hour.  Large  tables  were  set 
up  undei  the  magnificent  oak  tree  which  Mr.  Warren  had 
plante<l  (see  illustration  p.  74).  The  tree  itself  w.^ 
adorned  with  ilags  and  streamers.  Tlu*  oecusion  w.xs  a 
feast  for  the  school  and  ccmgregation.  All  had  eimtributed 
thereto,  and  the  cooking  had  been  done  by  Maori  girls  and 
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iiider  tlic  supervision  of  tlie  Missionary's  wife, 
'as  served  in  English  style,  though  the  names  of 
!s  were  a  puzzle  to  the  Maoris,  and  led  to  a  good 
un  and  banter.  Speech-inoking  followed,  when, 
?d  breath,  reference  was  made  to  former  scenes  of 
sin  and  violence,      fjoving  mention  was  also  m!ule 

•  and  Ilobbs,  of  Wiiiteley  and  Warren,  and  other 

fathers  of  the  Mis- 
sit  m.  Games  and 
sports  came  n(»xt, 
into  which  adults 
and  children  entered 
w  i  t  h  e(  1  u al  zes  t.  As 
cv<>ning  drew  near 
all  joined  in  singing 
a  hynni,  and  de- 
parted (pnetly  to 
their  homes,  iheie 
not  having  been  a 
single  feature*  todis- 
liirb  th(»  harmony  of 
th«»  pi*ocee<lings.*' 
All  this,  it  should 
be  nMneiulxTtMl,  was 
whilt*  the  war  in 
Waikato  was  raging 
in  all   its  fuiv.      It 

surely  wa>  a  striking 

^^  KuwsK.  instance       of       the 

iMjwer  that  the  faith 
J.  Of  the  oi'dinary  work  it  was  repoited  that  the 
Congregations  eompiised  nearly  the  entire  popula- 
he  Kaingas  for  miles  around.    Cai-rying  their  IJibles 

•  hands,  they  arrived  early  and  seated  on  the 
ai*d,  and  indulge<i  in  a  friendly  elial.  At  the  first 
►f  the  Ix'll  they  took  their  places  in  the  ehuich. 
the  connnunion  lail  the  ehiefs  and  teachers  sat  on 
.»  of  the  pidpit,  the  minister's  family  on  the  other, 
he    connn«)ners    filled    the    body    of    the    building. 

l>egan  with  a  hynni  sung  to  what  is  pleasantly 
<1  Jis  a  variat ion  :>f  theOld  Hundredth.  All  joined  in 
an  tones.  The  Liturgy  followed,  an<i  the  responses 
were  given  by  all  in  a  kind  of  chant.  Then  came 
ison,  the  sermon,  more  sini^dng,  and  prayer. 
at-ely   on    the  close  of  the  public    service   Sundav 

connnenc(»(l.  Old  ai;d  young  stayed,  and  not 
;ntly  the  s(»rmon  was  criticised  by  s:)me  of  the  seniors. 
itly  there  were  marriagesan<l  baptisms,  which  excited 
e  interest  that  they  do  in  Ktn-opean  congregations. 
e  Sundays  lialf-ado/en  couples  were  unite<l  in  holy 
>ny,  and  a  dozen  children  baptised.  Such  scen<*s 
produced  when  the  Missit)nary  visited  more  distant 

To  the  village  thus  honoured  it  was  a  high  day. 
reparations  were  made,  and  from  early  morning  till 
inght  the  people  crowded  round  his  tent,  eager  to 
ble  knowledge.      A  prayer  meeting  an<l  singing  of 

•  hynms  generally  closed  tlie  day's  exercises.  For 
ne  the  Central  Boarding-scluH)l  was:  kept  up,  and 
rds  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  then  Native 
r — Mr.  Donald  jMcF^ean — six  or  seven  village 
were  established,  and  the  te«achers  supervisee  1.  A 
ical  class  for  teachers  and  othcTs  was  conductecl 
►Vednt^day  afternoon.  Thus  the  time  was  iilbnl 
sy  toil.  SomcM'emarkable  converstitms  took  place, 
ivas  a  <]ark-mind(>d  old  heathen,  lie  had  acted  the 
ariki  and  tohunga  to  preserve  the  ancient  rites  and 


superstitions.  When  he  drew  near  his  end,  he  sent  for 
the  Missionar}',  and  wished  to  become  a  Christian.  His 
old  prejudices  liad  given  way,  and  lie  seemed  glad  to 
e-scape  from  the  bondage  and  gloom  of  superstition.  After 
testing  his  sincerity,  he  and  his  wife  were  baptised,  and 
ho  died  abjuring  the  errors  he  hjwl  so  long  upheld. 
Mapuka,  a  Chief  of  Waimamaku,  and  son  of  Moetara, 
came  to  Waima  that  he  might  there  be  publicly  received 
into  the  Church.  Deaths  were  frequent,  but  many  die<l 
in  the  full  triumph  of  faith.  One  of  them,  Tipene  Toro,  a 
chiss  leader,  was  so  happy  on  his  death -bed  that  lie  called 
his  wife  Katarina  to  help  him  to  sing  one  of  the  songs  of 
love. 

The  Rev.  J.  Buller,  as  Chairman  of  the  District,  visited 
the  Station  while  it  was  under  Mr.  Howse's  charge. 
Through  defective  postal  arrangements  he  arrived  unan- 
nounced, but  was  charmed  with  the  beauty  of  the 
surroundings.  lie  says.  *' In  the  green  mea<low,  surrounding 
the  unpretentious  church,  was  the  finest  oak  trei*  I  luul 
seen  sinc(»  I  h^ft  Kngland.  The  hedges  were  llecked  with 
tlHMnultitlora  rose;  the  sweetbriar  scented  the  air  with 
perfunn* :  drooping  willows,  the  sycamore,  and  the  acacias 
all  addiMl  to  the  b(\iuty  of  the  place;  while  the  winding 
stream,  nuninuring  over  its  pebbly  bed,  joined  in  the 
chorus  of  an  evenin;,'  song.  The  house  was  old  and  rickety, 
but  embosomefl  as  it  was  in  ilowering  trees,  it  had  a  pretty 
appearam-e  ;  a  mod(;-t,  rural,  fruitful  abode.  Hear  th<» 
summer  note  of  the  pipiwharau-roa  (small  cut^koo)  is  heard 
throughout  the  livelong  day  ;  and  tin*  hum  of  bees  among 
the  tlowers  was  in  haiinony  with  all  the  rest."  Of  the 
Sundav  services  he  i^ivi^s  the  following  account  :  "  We  had 
a  congregation  of  something  less  than  two  hundrcfl.  They 
came  from  a  ri<lius 
of  llnee  or  four 
miles,  many  of  them 
on  horseback.  They 
were  clean,  but  their 
att  ire  was  1  ike 
Josf^phs  coat,  of 
many  colours.  Scar- 
let was  jnominent 
among  them.  Four 
i*hildi«'n  wei'e  bap- 
tised, all  neatly 
<ln.'ssed  in  white. 
A  (!olh*ction  made 
for  the  Circuit  Fund 
amounted  to  €S  Mis 
11(1.  After  tlie 
public  servic(»  the 
sacrament  of  tn(» 
Lord's  Supper  was 
administered  to  .'JO 
communicants."  Of 
the  p(H>ple  generally 
he  sa3^s  :  **  Perhaps 
there  was  no  com- 
munity of  Maoris 
more  docile,  sob(M-, 
or  kind  than  these.''  Hut  he  was  not  blind  to  theii  tl«"f<'cts, 
for  ho  adds,  **  the  vices  comm  >n  to  the  Maori  were  fouiKl 
among  them, — covetousness,  indolence,  superstition.  The 
type  of  their  Christianity  was  not  (jf  a  high  order.'"  Drink 
was  destroying  them.  Thai  very  year  {:h),0()()  worth  of 
ardent  spirits  was  brought  into  th(»  district,  and  it  was 
estimated   that  two-thirds  of    this  was  consumed   b^  <.\\ft. 


Mrs.  Rdwse. 
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Ntttives.     From    the   begiani»i^,    this  liatl   been   tlic;  must 

serious  memice  t<»  their  spiritual  improvc^meiit.     In  the  v(mt 

early  days,  when  total  abstinence  was  hardly  known,   the 

Missionaries  hiwl  been  so  detjply  impressed  by  it,   that  th(*y 

formed  a  Temperance    Society,  the  famuus  chief,  Patuone, 

b(;ing  one  of  theii  supporters.     Mr.  J>uller  now  found  that 

the  Waima  p(»ople  lia<l  passed  a  Maori  Li(|Uor  Law  of  their 

own,  and  just  previously  had  enacted  a  line  of  twt>  pounds 

fnmi    men   who  ha<l   broujjjht  a  couple  oi  bottles  of  rum 

within  the  prohibited  boundary.      He  adds, 

"  The    advanta;^es    of    th;'ir    s.>brioty    w.'re 

apparent.     The  valh»y  was  rich  in  soil,  wood, 

and   water,  and  I  siw  nuiiibiM's    of   horses, 

cows,  and  sheep.     This  was   nf)t  in  days  of      | 

old,    when  T   was  often   h.n-e.*'      When  the      I 

needs  of  his  family  necessitated  Mr.  Rowsc's 

removal,  his  Maori  Hock,  copyiti'^  the  Kin-o-      I 

peans,     presented     hiui     with     an     address.       ; 

}n    that   document,   after    exjucssin^    their      ! 

love  to  himself  and    desii'e    for    the  future       . 

welfare  of  himself,    his    wife  and    cIiildr«Mi, 

they   spoke    of  his   work    in    the    followiii«^ 

terms  :  — "  At     the      tinii*     of     your     first 

coming       int^)     this     district     you      found 

many   of    the    Waima  people    sunk    in    tli(- 

depths  of  shame  and   rleijiadation   thi«»u;4li 

into.Kicatin«ij  licpiors.     Drurikenne-js  prevailed 

to  a  dreadful  extent.      Vou  im.Uvvliaiely  set 

to  work,  in  conjunction  with  our  late  b'lovi^d 

chiefs,  Adam   Clarke  and  Mo^es  'i'awJKii,  lo 

devise   measures  for   puttiiii^   a  stt)p  to  tli.' 

evil  and  redeemini^  the  fallen  ;  an:l  w«'  r«'j  )lce 

to-day     that     this,    your    first     i^'ood     wo  k 

among    us,    was     crowned     with     al)ini  laiit 

success.      The  banishin^'nt  of  llie  drink  «Mirse 

out  of  Waima  by  law  <lates  from   the  year 

1S64.      As    is    well  known    to    boili    Ma<»riN 

and  settlers  throughout   the   llokiiiiLra  dis 

trict,  it  is  t »  you  principally,  Mr.  Kowm',  the 

credit  is  due,  and  also  to  your  allies,  Al mi 

Clarke  and  Moses  Tawhai,  and  the  Mahiiie 

hine   tribe   as  a    whole.      Sinc<*   then    many 

attempts    hav(^    been     made    by     interesteij 

persons  to  break   down   this  law,   bui,   not 

withstanding  all   their  efforts,  iuu\  al'hou^h       ' 

death  has  removed   both  youi'  friends  from 

your  side,  yet  is  your  work  sli  1  abiding  ami 

bearing  fruit  until   now.      lUit   it  is  not    for      \ 

this  work  ofdy  that  we  shall  ever  gratefully       i 

renuMuber  you,  but  also  foryoui'self-deiiyini,' 

zeal  and  diligence  in  tra\ elling  and  pieai-liing       , 

the  Divine  Word  throughout   this  extensiw' 

Circuit  to  the  Maori  tril)es  and  to  tlu-  \vhit( 

settlers.'*     This  juldress,  wiilten  in  idiomatic 

Maori,  and  signed  by  the   thn'e  principal  chiefs  on  behalf 

of  all  the  con.L^'regations,  shosve*!  that  the  xMissionary's  aims 

wen;  understood,  and  his  work  appreciated. 

Mr.  Rowse's  sm-cessor  at  Waima  was  the  lies'.  T.  (J. 
Hannnond.  Mr.  Hannnond  is  the  son  of  an  early  Nelson 
settler,  who,  wIumi  the  Wairau  was  openerl,  remc»ved 
thither,  and  o<;cupied  a  farm  near  Ulenheim.  The  son  gave 
up  good  business  prospei-ts,  in  response  t<>  what  heb'lieveil 
was  a  Divine  call  to  enter  the  ministry,  an<l  at  the  first 
New  Zealand  Conf<M'enc(;,  in  li^Tt,  lie  was  received  as  a 
camlidate.  His  probationary  p^'riod  was  spent  in  the 
Ran«jitikei,  New  Plymouth,  and  Manawatu  Circuits,  where 
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his  alxjunding  energy  and  forcible  speech  gave  pix»uii*<< 
consid(»rable  success  in  the  European  work.  But  ho  \aA 
become  interested  in  the  Maori.s.  Their  condition  \m\t^ 
him  to  profoumi  pity.  He  l)egau  ti>  learn  the  kii;j'uji*if. 
and  V(»lunteered  for  the  Mission.  During  nine  \vai>  al 
Waima,  he  built  well  on  the  foundation  which  his  p^e«i^ 
cessors  had  lairl.  His  knowledge  of  and  resi>ect  tf»r  Mjwri 
etiijuette,  i!ie  interest  he  displayed  in  their  leyontU  aiiii 
songs,  and  his  self-sacrifice  on  their  behalf,  mado  him  a 
prime  favourite  among  the  people.  The 
young  men  were  infected  by  his  zeal,  and  in 
i  the  seniors  memories  of  the  early  fia\;>  wew 
reviv<»d.  Mi*s.  Hammond's  ra]>i<I  acquiMiitiC 
of  collo<iuial  Maori  also  aided  him  materially. 
It  was  this  writers  jirivilege,  in  the  cour?* 
of  otlicial  duty,  to  visit  Waima  durinir  thwr 
residence  there.  Due  notice  had  iK-en  L'iven 
of  a  special  service.  On  thf»  mornin;:  ajv 
pointed,  large  numbers  oi  Maoris  an  t»int 
and  horseback  were  seen  cippr<»ii«hin«;. 
Their  gay  coloured  rainient,  their  >\n}UU 
of  welcome  io  each  other,  tlie  chalterin;: 
they  kept  up,  and  the  easr  and  •^Tfw^ 
(»f  their  movements,  reminded  one  forcihly 
of  a  crowd  of  gipsies  in  Kngland.  Tin- 
diunified  bearing  and  good  features  of  \\k 
UH'n  and  women  of  r;ink  cle<'[tened  the 
impression.  When  the  bell  soun'ieii  all 
passrd  into  the  sanctuary,  ami  theiv  youu;' 
and  old  behaved  with  the  utmost  dec«»rurii. 
Notwithstanding  the  disadxantai^e  ot  .>[vak- 
ing  thiough  an  inteipret<M-  the  imncst 
atleMti<»n  was  paid  to  the  sermon,  and  tears 
L;list«'ncd  in  the  eyes  of  many  as  refercm-f 
was  made  to  t  he  early  days  and  the  tiiuinj'ris 
«»f  theOospcl  there.  Throug'  <»nt  ihedisirirt 
I  found  the  Missionary  was  welcomed  and 
hoiioured  both  by  Maoris  and    Kuropoans 

Many,    however,   still    clung    to   their  old 
siiperstiti(»ns.      Among    the    ilcscendaiils  vi 
the    old    lohiingas    there    was,    at    times  a 
resi.hite   endeavour    m.wli     in  maintain  an>l 
re\ive  the  oh  I  dread  of  tapu  and  w  iichcratt. 
llenct      oull)reaks    of    fanaticism    were  n  >i 
irifi-e<[ncnl.      Soiuetimes    they   were   serit»us. 
Instances    of    this    were    rejjorti'd     bv    .Mr. 
Hammond  from  time  t<»  time.       In  lSS4,  he 
says,     ''  ThtM'e     resides     at     Mangakahia    a 
wonderful   heah'r,  who  seems  just  now  to  Ik' 
in  the  zenith  of  his  prosperity.      Lnju'essi^J 
with     the     rapid     decliiie    of    his    race,    h»' 
determined  to  do  what  he  couhl  to  stem  the 
tide,  and  announced   his  connnision  by  pro- 
ceeding at  once  to  curt*  by  cold  water  and 
]»rayer    all     sit*knesses.        WoundfMl     feet,     dr«.»psv,     fever, 
and    consumption  were   all   treated   in   the  same    way,  the 
patient  beini:  taken  to  a  stream  and  the  whole  body  to  the 
neck  kept  under  water  till  chilhul,  then  taken   back  to  the 
house    and   warmed    by    a    large  fire,  an<l  prayers  ofliMifl 
acionlini,'  t(»  the  peculiar  faith  of  the[>atient.      During  the 
whole  course  (;f  treatment,    strict  rule  of  tapu  is  obs 'rve*!. 
any  vi»)lation  of  which  will  nullify  the   gt>od  effects.     The 
])atient's  })ipci  lij^dited  at  tln^  wnuig  fire,  f(»od  taken  in  Ih*<1, 
or  the  plate  or  knife  of  the  patient  used  by  another  person, 
are    (piite    enough    to    acct)unt  for  death,  should   it    take 
plac(\     A  great  many  perst)ns  have  been  appointed  by  this 
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different  places  to  carry  out  his  instructions,  and 
e  sick.  We  are  told  of  wonderful  cures.  One 
native  little  Maori  man  j^ives  an   account  of  how 

was  at  death's  door,  and  thus  i-estored  to  health, 
?r  a  lapse  of  twenty  years  presented  him  with  a 
r.  Another  tells  of  a  s^ubhorn  wound  in  the  foot 
n  a  few  weeks,  while  numbers  affirm  that  scores  of 
ises   and    many   of  consumption    have  been  quite 

Some  persons  have,  doubtless,  been  benefited  by 
d  of  treatment,  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
octor-s  have  by  such  means  cut  short  many  lives 
>per  medical  skill  and  nursing  would  have  saved." 
same  time  he  writes  :  "  We  have  had,  too,  a  visit 
^'oung  man  fr.>m  Kaipara,  who  asfumos  wonderful 
'  and  scriptural  knowjedi^e,  while  at  the  same  time 
»nds  to  have  all  the  old  power  of  the  tohungas. 
'essed  to  tell  of  certain 
nients  that  had  caused 
h  of  a  number  of  persons, 

be  able  to  remove  all 
om  places  and  petsons, 
■ivin*^  in  the  minds  of  th«» 
nen  ideas  that  we  do  our 
»  dispel."  In  a  third 
/en  greater  power  still 
aimed.  '*  A  somc^what 
but  very  villainous 
residing  near  Whan- 
mnounced    that    he    jiad 

d,  by    magic    power,    to 
the    inhabitants    of    a 

district,  includitig  our 
and  Taheke  people.  The 
was  uttered  at  a  tifn<» 
vinter  fever  was  very 
nt,  and  was  an  attempt, 
88,  to  obtain  )iiana  unchn* 
f  circumstances.  The 
t  this  idle  boast  will  be, 
se,  to  make  some  think 
B  sickness  was  caused  by 
ncked  incantation  ;  but 
!ncipal  people  regard  it 
an  insult,  which  at  one 
ley  would  have  avt»nged 
nner  the  prophet  and  his 
would  hardly  have  appre- 
By  the  intelligent  they 
itly  estimated  ;  to  others 
e  perplexing,  and,  on  the 
prove   a   '^ource    of    an- 

e,  and  are  very  hurtful 

work  of  Ood  generally.  This  condition  of  things  is 
the  result  of  the  waning  power  of  the  Maori.  None 
Q  hold  the  7naua  once  so  great  among  their  fathers, 
e  unscrupulous  among  them  seem  anxious  by  any 
to  grasp  a  little  distiricticm  an  a  short-lived  comfort 
lepraved  heart.  To  a  race  rapidly  decreasing  in 
rs,  and  dying  in  influence,  such  a  temptation  comes 
ndual  cases  with  almost  irresistible  force." 
?times  these  outbreaks  were  more  political  than 
.  While  Ngapuhi  remained  loyal,  and  utterly 
1  Hauhauism,  the  wiles  of  Te  Whiti  were  not 
t  effect.  "  A  young  woman  in  the  district  set  up  as 
letess,  and  utterefl  the  most  extravagant  predictions. 
iter   Jawhioo  and  his  people  paid  a  visit  to  the 
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Bay  of  Islands,  and  the  prophetess  and  a  few  of  her 
friends  returned  with  them  to  Waikato,  and  from 
thence  went  overland  to  Patea,  where  the  prophetess  died. 
After  the  usual  tangi,  her  people,  now  led  by  another 
strong-willed  and  ambitious  woman,  proceeded  to  Parihaka 
and  made  a  somewhat  long  stay.  They  returned,  however, 
to  Upper  W^aihou,  to  report  the  results  of  the  expedition, 
bringing  with  them  certain  presents  from  Te  Whiti,  and 
zealously  endeavoured  to  spread  his  notions.  At  first  even 
those  who  had  gone  to  the  greatest  length  with  the 
prophetess  seemed  disposed  to  allow  one  foolish  departure 
to  suffice,  but  having  despatched  one  of  their  number  to 
Parihaka  f<>r  further  information,  this  young  man  returned 
full  of  T(^  Whiti,  and  his  promises  of  good  to  the  Maori 
people,  if  they  would  embrace  his  notions.  Then  the  real 
trouble  began.     Up  to  this  time  we  had  visited  them,  and 

they  gladly  received  us  ;  now, 
howe^  er,  we  were  told  that  our 
visits  must  cease  ;  that  they  had 
come  to  the  decision  to  try  a 
new  thing  ;  that  under  old  ar- 
rangements they  were  gradually 
dying  away  ;  the  land  and  viana 
were  gone  ;  but  in  the  new  con- 
dition of  things  they  hud  hopes 
of  regaining  these.  In  fact,  Te 
Whiti  had  promised  to  give 
back  to  the  Maori  people  the 
whole  island,  together  with  all 
I)akeha  possessions,  and  the 
pakehas  would  become  servants 
for  them.  In  order  to  stand 
well  in  this  good  time  coming 
they  were  prepared  implicitly  to 
obey  T(?  Whiti  ;  they  would  not 
allow  worship,  the  education  of 
children,  land  courts,  nor  would 
they  observe  the  Lord's  Day. 
'*  .  .  .  To  persons  who 
have  nothing  to  lose,  or  who  are 
in  debt,  and  who  prefer  an  idle, 
low  life,  this  new  departure  is  a 
t(Mnptation,  as  they  profess  great 
love  to  eviM'ybody,  and  provide 
bountifully  the  best  fotxl  the 
land  will  produce.  Te  AVhiti 
knows  full  well  the  very  inti- 
n:ate  relation  between  mind  and 
food,  where  Maoris  are  concerned, 
and  in  all  his  assemblies  pro- 
vides for  creature  require- 
ments." 
How  specious  were  the  appeals  these  emissaries  made  to 
a  half-instructed  and  thriftl(»ss  people  may  be  judged  from 
the  way  they  put  their  case.  **  AV ho  can  tell  which  is  the 
right  religion  t  You  pakehas  hav(»  so  many  different 
churches.  Why  are  you  angry  with  us  for  not  observing 
the  Ijord's  l>ay  ?  You  should  reform  your  own  people. 
Your  own  peoph?  do  not  keep  the  Sabbath.  Why,  at 
Taranaki  the  soldiers  even  went  to  fight  the  Maoris  on 
Sunday  when  they  were  at  prayei-s.  What  is  the  value 
of  education  to  us?  We  let  you  have  our  children  to 
educate,  and  they  either  return  to  us,  and  are  Maoris  still, 
or  sicken  and  (He."  To  combat  such  tendencies,  and  to 
eradicate  or  show  the  fallacy  of  such  reasoning,  required 
wisdom,  patience,   and   tact.      That    Mr.    Hammond  was 
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succossful  in  retaining  his  hold  upon  the  people  shows  that 
these  qualities  were  not  wanting.  He  ho  gained  their 
esteem  that  when,  at  his  own  desire,  he  left  in  1887  for 
anoth(»r  sphere  of  labour,  tliere  were  loud  lamentations. 

In  Kaij)ara,  during  all  this  period,  Mr.  Gittos's  lal>oui'8 
were  herculean.  AVliile  ku'al  to  the  Queen,  many  of  the 
youngtn*  men  were  indifferent  to  the  Gospel.  They  luul 
not  seen  **  the  horiible  pit  ''  of  heathenism  from  which 
their  fathers  had  been  lescucd.  They  were  no  longer 
ready  to  help  their  teachers  as  the  older  Maoris  had  done. 
In  the  early  days  a  boatV  crew  would,  from  love  to  the 
Gospel,  conduct  their  Missionary  on  long  journeys,  asking 
only  their  food.  Now  they  demanded  payment  for  their 
services,  and  sometimes  at  a  very  exorbitant  rate.  This 
^Ir.  (dittos  could  not  provide.  He  IkwI,  therefore,  to 
depend  upon  his  own  strong  aim.  Tp  and  down  the* 
long  reaches  of  the  Wairoa 
and  Ivalp/iia  he  had  to  row  aii<l 
sail  his  own  boat.  AVailing 
perforce  for  the  tide,  for  soint^ 
.y(»ars  he  tia\elled  ahnost  as 
much  by  night  as  by  day.  In 
fogs  and  through  rain,  walking 
or  riding  along  muddy  tiacks, 
and  fnidiug  inditlerent  shelt<'rii< 
the  Maori  whare,  he  was  always 
at  his  post.  Only  a  strong  man 
could  have  done  it.  Eventually 
it  broke  him  (li>wn,  and  he  w;is 

for  some  years  a  martyr  to  rheuiiialisin.  Me  ha<l  indeed 
th<»  advantage  of  the  thorough  cniifkh'nce,  anil  thi*  rrHiral 
an<l  material  support  of  Arama  Karaka,  a  ni»bh'  spei-imrn 
of  a  Maori  physically,  and  the  (^hI■i^u'aft  vh'w^  ofOianiatea. 
Indited,  the  whole  of  the  tribes  triisr*  d  him,  utid  well  (}n*y 
might.  Their  habits  were  changing  A  ln^li'  fot  Mi}i;lish 
c(  mforts  had  lnM»n  induced.  These  ciiulil  mily  he  olMained 
for  cash.  They  sold,  iheret'oi-e,  or  leasrsl  hu^e  irads  of 
land,  .and  disposed  of  considerable  t|u;inUtii^s  nf  liMihi'r. 
In  all  these  transactions,  the  Missjiinary  w,ih  llieir 
constant  referee,  and  very  fre(Hieiil]y  the  agvnt.  Nu 
perstuial  gain  was  thought  of.  Ir^ked,  moro  than  oner, 
oil'ers  of  an  endowmiMit  of  land  foi-  himself  or  bis  familv 
were  refused.  Some  fruit  of  his  hihour  he  was  pri\  ileged 
to  see.  After  some  years  spent  in  Mie  South  Ishyid*  llif* 
Rev.  J.  lluller  had  returned  to  Auckhuid,  and  \isi(ed  Ids  old 
Htati(m.  The  Missionary's  residence  was  nuw  at  fijui{,^inni, 
on  the  Otamatea,  and  there  on  the  Sunday  he  prrarhed 
to  the  Maoris.  Paikea,  the  old  chief,  was  j^til]  living,  ann 
Mr.  Duller  notes  that  while  many  had  died  those  who 
remained  had  improved  their  social  condition,  and  owned 
.some  good  houses  at  Tanoa,  just  opposite  the  Mis<ionar3''s 
residence.  At  Oruawharo  on  a  subse<juent  visit,  and  at 
the  principal  station,  he  states  how  refreshing  it  was  to  see 
the  people  drink  in  the  Word.  As  an  old  Missionary,  he 
records  with  satisfaction  the  high  esteem  in  which  Mr. 
Gittos  was  held,  and  the  fatherly  way  in  which  he 
transacted  their  business  for  them.  Seven  years  later,  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  piesent  writer  to  visit  the  Station, 
and  from  what  he  then  saw,  In?  is  able  heartily  to  endorse 
Mr.  JUdler's  testimony.  At  Otamatea,  in  the  handsome 
church,  the  y(>ung  people,  who  luid  been  well  drilled  in 
p]nglish  by  the  G(>vernment  schoolnuister,  anrl  in  Scripture 
truth  by  ^Irs.  Gittos,  sang  Knglish  hymns,  and  repeate(i 
the  catechism  without  a  mistake,  while  (|uestioning  showed 
they  had  also  grasped  its  meaning.  There  also  and  at 
another  Native  settlement,  thev  listened  attentivelv  to  the 


visitor  8  address,  interpreted  by  their  own  Missionary,  and 
showed  the  utmost  respect,  though,  after  tlieir  custooi,  they 
reviewed  the  sermon  in  the  korero  that  followed.  The 
services  were  most  interesting,  altliough  at  one  of  them  it 
was  a  tax  on  tlie  visitor's  gravity,  to  see  a  venerable  chief 
march  in  in  what  he  evidently  regardcKl  as  full  dress,  the 
said  dress  consisting  of  a  long  white  shirt,  over  which  was 
worn  a  clerical  M.13.  waistcoat.  Notwithstanding  this,  he 
had  an  air  of  authority,  carried  a  staff  of  otfico,  and  du- 
coFigregation  saw  nothing  strange,  so  mirth  ha<l  to  l)e 
restraim^d.  One  of  Mr.  Gittas's  greatest  trials  w<as  the 
improvidence  and  thriftlessness  of  the  people.  For  sume 
years  they  were  in  the  receipt  of  a  thousand  pounds  per 
ainium  for  rents.  Mr.  Buller  saw  in  one  place  ten  tons  of 
kauri  gum  which  they  had  collected,  and  which  wiis  then 
worth  £.*»00.      I>ut  all  this  went,  and  they  seemed  none  the 

I  )e  t  ter  off.  Some  European  houses 
were  built  and  fairly   furnished, 
but    the  communal  system  and 
the  great  feasts   in  which  they 
indulged  at  once  deprived  them 
of  any    incentive    to  save,  and 
wasted     resources      tliat     were 
ample.     Their  want   of  persist- 
ence  was  also  niarkei!  and  an- 
noying.     At    one     time,    tlier 
bought  a  cutt(»r,  and  ;is  iheyan^ 
naturally    gocnl     saiK>rs,    and 
Europeans   were  scatters]  over 
the   whole   district,    they  did  a 
prolitalde  trade.      l»ut    in  a  f»-w 
months  they  tired  of  the  wt»rk, 
and  the  vessel,  which  cost  acou 
siderable  sum,   was    U-ft    to  n»t, 
until     th(*    Missionary    had    it 
H'pairod,  and  h't  to  a  European, 
while  h(*  accounted  to  them  ftw 
lh«'  rent.      Vndei  the  lemlci-ship 
of  Arama  Karaka.  fur  about  two 
years  of  their   prosperity,  thev 
paid    the   greater     part   of    the 
Missionaiy's   stijjcnd,   but  from 
the   causes   named    above    their 
c(>ntributions  declini^l,  an«l  they 
ar(»   prt)bably   now    poorer  than 
e\er.     To     obtain     employment 
for    his    family,    Mr.    Gittos  re- 
moved   to    Auckland    in    \^9\, 
but  Kai[)ara,  his   fii-st   love  and 
for  thirty- five  years  his  Station, 
is  still  under  his  superintendence. 

The  conservation  of  the  Mission  work  in  these  two 
Northern  Stations  has  dependal  not  a  little  on  the  hi^'h 
character  and  faithful  work  of  the  Native  ministers.  In 
Hokian;i^a,  llore  te  Kuri,  though  advanced  in  years  ^'^ 
receiviMl  into  the  ministry  in  lS7i^  and  for  twelve  years 
gave  thereto  unstinted  toil.  In  his  own  settlement  of 
Taheke,  he  exercised  commanding  intluence,  and  all 
through  the  Circuit  his  consistency  of  life  and  deep 
devotion  gave  weight  to  his  utterances.  AVi  Warena,  a 
young  chief  of  rank,  wjis  admitted  on  probation  the  same 
year,  lie  was  located  at  Kae^s  Whangaroa,  and  wrought 
faithfully  on  that  side  of  the  island  for  eleven  years. 
Hoani  Waiti,  to  whose  conversion  and  character  reference 
has  alre;idy  be»Mi  ma<le,  was  to  the  tim(»  of  his  d(»ath  a 
willing    and    faithful    co-jwljutor    of   Mr.     Gittos    in    the 
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Kaipara.  Two  of  his  sons  followed  in  their  father's 
footsteps,  and  felt  they  were  called  to  preach  the  Gospel. 
While  under  training  for  the  work  at  Three  Kings  their 
refined  manners  and  gentle  spirit  won  the  esteem  of  all. 
Karawini  (Calvin),  the  elder,  whose  portrait  appears  on  p. 
17*2.  was  received  in  187S,  hut  that  foe  of  the  Native  race, 

consumption,  carried 
him  off  after  a  few 
ironths'  toil.  Martin 
Luther,  his  brother,  took 
uptliew^ork  in  1880,and 
gave  thereto  seven  years 
of  steady  and  useful 
labor,  when  he  also  died. 
While  young  in  years, 
their  sobriety  of  judg- 
ment, and  their  zeal, 
great!  V  commended  them 
to  their  tribesmen,  .and 
their  early  decease  was 
much  regretted.  In 
lHSi>,  llauraki  Paul,  of 
Kaipara,  and  Piripi 
l^akcmi,  of  Alanganiuka, 
were  received.  Both 
these  had  been  at  the 
Three  Kings  as  boys, 
and  aftei-  a  further  t<'rni 
as  ministerial  sturlents,  went  fortli  better  ecjuippiMl  than 
theii  predecessors.  They  iiad  some  knowlt-dge  of  Knglish, 
ami  had  mixed  more  freely  with  Europeans.  Thev  were 
also  more  self-reliant  and  resourceful  than  most  of  their 
compatriots,  llauraki  is  a  tall,  manly  fellow,  possessed  of 
considerable  power  of  speech,  good  judgment,  an<l  intensely 
earnest  anrl  e\ angelical.  Overwork  has  on  one  or  two 
fX'casions  so  strained  his  nervous  syst(Mn  that  he  has  been 
compelled  to  rest.  Ihit  lu^  is  now  once  more  able  to  tak(» 
full  service,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  long  be  spared.  Piripi 
is  a  man  t)f  enipiiring  mind  and  merry  temperament. 
Associated  with  this  tlwre  is  great  thoughtfulness,  ;in«l  he 
is  intensely  conscientious.  From  his  headijuarlers  at 
Manganiuka,  he  has  for  years  pn^ached  at  all  the  Kaingas 
in  Hokianga,  an<l  paid  occasional  visits  to  Whaingaroa,  and 
dtme  go<Kl  work.  Thc^e  Native  pastors  have  had  but  small 
jK'Cuniary  allowances,  but  their  faithfulness  to  duty  and 
to  the  Church  has  been  marked.  Co-optMating  heartily 
with  their  European  Superintentlents,  they  kept  u[>  the 
onlinances  of  religion  even  during  tlu*  (excitement  and 
strife.  Thus  the  de<'line  there  was  not  so  marked.  In 
Hokianga,  in  180*5,  there  were  iiOO  Chun-h  members,  an<l 
710  attendants.  In  1877  there  wen^  114  members,  and 
053  adherents.  In  1SS7,  while  the  niembers  had  declined 
to  in,  th<;  hearers  were  reported  to  be  \)^0.  For  the  same 
years  the  returns  at  Kaipara  were — 1S(>:^,  members,  12'); 
iieareis,  C51  ;  1H77,  members,  105  ;  heai-ers,  70^5  ;  and  1887, 
menil>ei-s,  114;  hearers,  545.  Consideiing  the  general 
decline  of  the  i»opulation,  the  Mission  held  its  own. 

Mr.  Schmickenberg,  whose  Circuit  had  been  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  Waipa,  and  who,  therefore,  hiul  now  under 
bis  superintendence  Mokau,  Aotea,  Ka-whia,  Whaingaroa, 
and  Waipa,  that  is  an  area  where  formerly  six  Missionaries 
found  amphj  employment,  was  doing  his  best.  Assisted  by 
Werenm  Patene  at  Karakariki,  and  Hamiora  Ngaropi  at 
Whatawhata,  he  sought  to  keep  the  churches  optMi,  and 
sefJulously  to  urge  upon  the  peophi  the  claims  of  religitm. 
But  it  was  ditficult  work.     They  were  at  once  cowed  and 


sullen  because  of  the  results  of  the  war.  Most  of  thera 
had  lost  relatives  in  battle.  8ome  formerly  held  large 
interests  in  lands  which  were  now  confiscated.  All  were 
disheartened  by  the  collapse  of  Kingism.  Though  not  a 
few  felt  the  hollo wness  of  the  Ilauliau  pn»tensi(ms,  they 
were  not  prepared  to  a<lmit  that  they  luwl  been  deceived. 
Tore-awaken  in  their  minds  interest  in  spiritual  things  was 
a  most  arduous  task.  On  the  Home  Station  at  VVhain- 
garoa  a  faithful  few  still  assembled  on  the  lord's  Day. 
Small  congregations  gathered  at  the  settlements  where  the 
Native  ministers  resided,  and  in  two  or  three  other  places. 
Mr.  Schnackenberg  was  ind«»fatigable  in  his  journeys,  and 
frequently  travelled  a  score  of  miles  to  minister  to  as  many 
people.  With  great  eflbrt  half-a-dozen  small  schools  wt»r(^ 
still  maintained,  but  th»'  total  number  of  pupils  did  not 
exceed  seventy.  In  the  various  places  under  his  super- 
intendence there  were  in  1855  108:5  eiuolh^l  Church 
members,  and  2040  attendants.  In  18G2,  that  is  just 
before    the    war,    there    were    seventeen    churches  with  a 
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membership  of  G75,  and  congregations  numlx'ring  2100. 
In  1877  they  had  dwindled  down  to  IGO  members,  and 
700  hearers.  No  wonder  the  faithful  pastor  was  almost 
heartbroken,  and  his  reports  pathetic. 

The  tmce  flourishing  Native  churches  of  the  T.aranaki 
Province,  and  those  of  Waitotara  and  the  Wangaimi  Uiver, 
had  become  so  feeble  that  in  the  last-named  y(ar  nt» 
returns  at  all  were  nnule.  In  the  Wellington  Province  the 
work  was  still  being  carried  on.  Hetaraka  Warihi, 
Natives  minister,  resided  at  the  Hutt,  nn'nistering  to  the 
residents  in   that  valley,  and   to  those  on  the  Wairarapa 
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Plains,  and  occasionally  making  an  excursion  to  the  Wairau. 
But  his  congregations  only  totalled  294.  At  Raupaki,  in 
Canterbury,  Te  Kote  was  still  stationed,  and  preached 
regularly  there  and  to  the  Maoris  at  Port  Levy,  visiting 
also  those  at  Arowhenua,  Moeraki,  VVaikouaiti,  and  Otago 
Heads.     His  six  congregations  represented   354  persons. 


Border  of  Kaitaka. 

The  Three  Kinj^'s  In.stitution  shaivd  in  {hr  v\w([uoriH\ 
fortunes  of  the  Mission  generally.  I)uriiig  th(*  later  yeat-s 
of  Mr.  Reid's  residence  thei'(%  the  unrulin(»ss  of  some  of 
the  youths  gavi>  him  great  pain,  and  the  constant 
watchfulness  over  the  Native  girls  involved  a  severe  strain. 
Probably  a  mistake  had  been  made  in  attempting  to  train 
young  women  as  well  as  men  in  the  same  Institution. 
Prior  to  Mr.  Reid's  going  to  Waipa,  the  position  of 
Governor  at  Three  Kings  was  filled  by  the  Rev.  John 
Hobbs  for  one  year,  who  wjis  greatly  aid(*d  by  his 
accomplished  daughters.  Mr.  Reid  was  then  able,  also, 
to  give  his  time  almost  exclusively  to  teaching.  After- 
wards the  Instituti(m  was  successively  under  the  charge  of 
the  Revs.  Turton,  Stannard,  and  H.  H.  Lawry,  for  short 
periods.  P»ut  owing  to  the  great  unrest  of  the  ^^aori  mind, 
and  the  (|uestioning  that  had  grown  up  among  them 
as  to  whether  education  was  really  a  benefit,  the  number 
of  pupils  became  less  and  less.  Mr.  Lawry's  place  was 
taken  by  Mr.  W.  Ct)llis,  who  was  a  trained  schoolmaster, 
and  had  been  for  some  years  in  the  Fiji  Mission.     He  was 


followed  by  Mr.  W.  Arthur.  Next  came  the  Rev.  James 
Wallis,  who,  while  occupying  a  supernumerary  relation, 
lived  there  as  Governor.  During  his  time  a  number  of 
orphan  and  neglected  children  were  received  there, 
capitation  fees  on  their  behalf  being  paid  by  the  Auckland 
Provincial  Government.  Eventually  the  school  was 
discontinued,  the  land  leased,  and  the  income  used  to  help 
in  education  on  the  Mission  Stations.  Everything  then 
was  at  the  lowest  ebb.  To  some  it  .seemed  an  entire 
collapse. 

In  an  impartial  survey  of  the  rapid  decline  of  the  INIaori 
churches,  say  from  lS(jO  t^)  1880,  it  is  fair  to  say  that 
there  were  other  causes  at  work  besides  the  |>olitiTal 
quarrds  and  the  disastrous  war.  These  causes  had,  to  some 
extent,  b(»en  operative  from  the  beginning,  but  as  European 
colonisation  became  more  general,  their  influence  was 
wider  and  more  pernicious.  While  many  of  the  early 
settlers  were  patterns  of  good  behaviour  and  true  Christians, 
some  wen*  men  of  exceedingly  loose  morals.  They  lived 
lives  of  pure  animalism,  and  by  drink  and  money  corrupte^l 
the  Natives,  and  led  th(Mii  back  into  evils  from  which  they 
were  only  just  escapin<'.  Sometimes  their  conduct  was 
most  unblushing.  A  Kuropean  of  this  kind  had  lived  in 
concubinage  with  a  Maori  girl.  The  evil  of  it  was  shown 
her.  She  left  him,  and  became  the  wife  of  a  Maori  who 
was  attaelied  to  her,  and  whom  she  wished  to  marry.  A 
f«'w  weeks  aft(*r  tln^  Ihiropean  camt?  again  into  the  place 
in  a  schooner,  forred  or  inveigled  her  on  board,  and  took 
her  away.  lOven  where  therc^  was  no  outwa»-d  vice,  some 
of  the  early  colonists  showe<l  no  respect  for  tiie  lA>rd'?> 
Day,  but  us(hI  it  for 
\isiting  the  Maori  set- 
tlenwMits  fnr  ])lea.sur<'. 

There   were    early    

traders  also,  who,  not    ■  i 

content   with   a   large 

profit,  cht^ated   when- 

t'Ncr  lliei'i'  was  oppor- 

tunitv.       Karly    Slis- 

sionaries     aver     that 

sand     was    comtnonly 
mixed  with  llu»  sugar, 

and  soinetiiu(»s  a  large 

stone  was  found  in  the 

middle  of  the  bag,  to 

make   up    its   w<'ii^ht. 

This  bre.l   bad  blood, 

and     if     tlu»     Maoris 

caught   the  infection, 

and  cheated  in   their 

turn,    it     cannot     be 

wondered     at.       The 

Missionaries  too  w<»re 

anxious  to  minister  to 

their    fellow-country-  2 

men.    They  saw  them 

settling  in  tlu^  country 

in  considerable   numbers.      Most   of   these   early  colonists 

were  poor.      Much  to  th(»  credit  of  the  Mission    staft',   they 

at  on(;e  i?iitiat(Ml  services  among   them.     Necessarily,   this 

n^stricted    the    time    they    had    at    their  disposal   for  the 

Maori  congregations.     Possibly  it  was  more  pleasant  work, 

and  as   their  families  grew   up,   it   was  natural  that  the 

seniors  should   desire  a   home   in   a  European  settlement, 

where  education    could   be  obtained,   and    there  w«is  the 

prospect  of  employment.     The  outlook,  moreover,  was  so 


1  —  lMrrATi;)N  Tooth  ov  Shark. 
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f ,  that  after  the  war  some  of  those  most  attached  to 
»ori  people,  feared  that  work  could  not  be  resumed 
^Deration,  if  ever.     The  Mission,  too,  had  been  a 

one.     For  many  years  in  succession,  five    to  six 
und  pounds  of  English  money  had  been  sent,  and  in 
^ears  the  higher  figure  was  greatly  exceeded.     None 
J  agents  received  too  much.     Nor 
the     expenditure     begrudged    by 
9h  Methodism.    It  was  most  gener- 
is may  be  judged  from  tlie    fact 
from  first  to  last^  over   £200,000 
levoted   to   the   purpose.     But  as 

Mission   fields   opened    up,  there 

the  inevitable  demand  that  the 
Zealand  churches  should  do  more 
heir  own  support.  As  already 
d,  when   the   Rev.   Walter  T^awry 

part  of  the  grant  was  given  up, 
in  effort  made  lo  develop  local 
•ces.  In  18.').5,  Australasian 
xlism  had  been  grHnt(»d  a  new 
siastical  Constitution,  and  a  Con- 
»  of  its  own,  with  larg(^  powers  of 
>vemment.  It  was  understood, 
/er,  that  money  for  the  support  of 
fissions  in  New  Zealand,  Fiji,  the 
d)y  Islands,  and  Samoa,  would  still 
pplied  from  England.  But  other 
more  populous  lands  hac^l  claims 
and  those  were  urged,  and  the 
B  to  the  South  Seas  gradually  lessene<l.  It  was  thought 
\ustralia  would  supply  the  lack,  hut  with  the  rapid 
ice  of  settlement  there,  this  was  found  imi)ra(ticable. 

Zealand,  as  the  oldest   Mission  field,   fust   felt   the 

of  the  reductions.  From  1S57  to  1SI)4  the  cost  of 
Mission  averagcKl  about  .£4000  per  year.  In  IHC);"), 
..UHtrahisian  Conference;    resolved    that    the    Noilheiii 
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District,  which  then  comprised  the  Auckland  and  Taranaki 
Provinces,  should  in  future  receive  ig2000  a  year,  with 
certain  allowances  to  the  senior  Missionaries,  and  the 
Southern  District  £800.  In  the  former  case  this  was  to 
be  diminished  by  J64-00  annually,  and  the  latter  by  £200, 
so  that  by  1870  outside  help  would  cease.  The  European 
churches  by  this  time  were  making  con- 
siderable strides  towards  self-support,  but 
when  they  paid  their  minister's  stipend, 
they  not  unnaturally  expected  that  they 
should  receive  the  benefit  of  their  labours. 
Necessarily,  therefore,  the  Maori  depart- 
ment t<M)k  a  second  place.  The  retrench- 
ment of  expenditure  was  proper  in 
itself,  but  it  was  most  inopportune  that 
it  should  have  come  at  this  juncture. 
After  the  excitement  and  bitterness  of 
war  the  Maoris  themselves  were  little 
disposed  to  contribute.  Their  resources 
had  been  wasted,  and  they  could  not 
have*  done  much  even  had  they  been 
willing.  The  race*  was  declining,  the 
situaticm  wax  an  unusual  one,  and  it 
was,  and  is,  matter  for  great  regret  that, 
when  pastoral  attention  and  instruction 
wen*  more  needed  than  ever,  it  l)ecame 
neeessaiy,  through  financial  pressure, 
for  the  ag<»nts  to  be  lessened.  Every- 
thing was  done  locally  that  could  be 
doiu^  to  meet  the  emergency.  To  the 
(immHi  of  the  European  churches  in  the  Colcmy,  be 
it  said,  they  responded  V(My  generously  to  the 
ai)i)eal  niad«»  to  tluMu  for  help.  The  Missionaries 
in  the  fielrl  als»)  voluntarily  gave  up  part  of  their 
allowances.  The  proceed  Is  of  Mission  lands  were  supple- 
nif^nted  hy  collections  and  subscriptions  of  the  Colonial 
cluMches,  and  thus  the  diminished  staff  was  sustained. 
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Chapter  XI.— PRESENT    POSITION. 

Synopsis— Support  Devolved  on  Colonial  ChurcheH — Diminished  Means  but  Motives  Identical— Rev.  T.  A.  Joughin— His  Experiences  in  Hokianga— Open-air  Cunverpioti— 
Triumphant  Deaths  of  Converts— Their  Familiarity  with  Scripture— A  Modern  Prophetess  and  her  Followers— Spiritualistic  Seances— Increase  of  Merabera— 
Work  left  to  Native  Pastors— Reoccupation  of  Old  Ground— West  Coast  Mission— Its  Peculiar  Difficulties -"Tokens  of  Success— The  Church  Reorfwni!ied~Ti> 
Kapenga,  "The  Passover"— Slow  Progrens— An  Open  Door— The  Land  Trouble— A  Forward  Movement  Made— Waikato  Once  More— Beneficial  EffectM— A  NAtite 
Minister's  DimcuUles^The  Mlsftion  in  the  South— Gradual  Absorption— Later  History  of  Thrn;  Kings  &>lleg«— Advantages  Xhererrom— Statistics  of  the  MUi4ijn 
To-day— Annual  Cost- Whence  Derived— After  Seventy-seven  Tears. 


DURING  the  past  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  although 
with  diminished  means,  the  work  of  the  Mission 
has  been  steadily  carried  on.  The  same  motives 
which  prompted  the  pioneer  workers  have  impelled  their 
successors,  and  etjual  sacrifices  have  been  made.  The  high 
aims  which  Messrs.  l^igh,  Turner,  and  Hobbs  had  have 
still  been  cherished.  Never  have  their  teachers  been 
content    with    mere   attendance  at  religious  services,  but 


Manxman  by  birth,  and  in  that  interesting  little  island 
his  father  was  a  Methodist  class  leader  and  Sunday-school 
Superintendent  for  about  forty  years.  His  mother  was 
"  well  reported  of  for  good  works,"  and  keenly  interested 
in  all  Church  enterprises.  His  educational  training  was 
at  the  Rams.ay  Grammar  School,  and  King  William's 
College  at  Castletown,  while  all  the  home  influence's  tended 
to  godliness.     At  sixteen  years  of  age,  Mr.  Joughin  came 
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they  have  sought  to  impress  upon  the  people  their  duty 
to  fulfil  all  righteousness.  The  European  Churches  have 
not  ignored  their  duty  to  the  aborigines,  and  pecuniary 
help  has  been  ungrudgingly  given.  Thus  good  work  has 
been  and  is  still  being  done. 

In    1887    the    Rev.    T.    A.    Joughin    succeeded    Mr. 
Hammond  as  Missionary  in  charge  of  Hokianga.     He  is  a 


to  the  colony  with  an  elder  brother  to  enter  uj.Mm  agri 
cultural  life.  Moved  to  religious  decision  by  his  father's 
death,  he  became*  a  Sunday-school  teacher  and  local 
preacher  in  the  Franklin  Circuit.  During  h\^  three  yeai-s' 
student  life  at  Three  Kings,  where  Europeans  and  Natives 
were  then  associated,  he  became  acquainted  with  and 
interested  in  the  Maori  race.     This  led  to  his  appointment 
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to  Hokianga.  He  entered  upon  it  under  ob\aou8 
disadvantages.  He  was  a  single  man,  and  was  directed 
"to  give  special  attention  to  the  European  settlers,"  from 
whom  a  large  part  of  his  stipend  was  expected.  This  led 
U)  his  residence  at.Rawene.  The  Maoris,  and  the  Waiina 
Natives  in  particular,  who  had  enjoyed  the  honour  and 
realised  the  advantage  of  a  resident  Missionary  for  fifty 
years,  were  angry  at  Mr.  Hammond's  removal.  This  was 
aggra"vated  by  the  fact  that  his  successor  did  not  even  live 
among  them.  With  a  slight  acquaintance  with  the 
language,  he  could  not  reason  with  them  jis  an  older  man 
and  a  better  Maori  scholar  might  have  d<me.  The  result 
was  that  for  two  years  or  more  they  remained  in  a  state  of 
aloofness.  They  wouhi  allow  the  newcomer  to  hold 
services,  hut  would  not  bestir  themselves  to  secure 
att/mdances,  or  otherwise  to  help.  Even  when  in  1S90  he 
married  and  went  to  live  at  the  Mission  House,  one  of  the 
leading  men  was  rude  enough  to  say,  "Yes,  go  and  live 
there  like  an  owl,"  i.e.,  in  solitude.  Probably  this 
antagonism  was  really  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  old 
chiefs,  the  early  Christian  converts,  had  passcvl  away  ;  and 
with  the  younger  men,  religion  was  more  of  a  form  than 
reality.  At  any  rate,  conftdeiict*  (.'ame  slowly,  and  not 
until  the  last  two  years  of 
the  six  spent  there  was  he 
able  to  secure  much  co-op- 
eration. But  he  patiently 
toiled  on,  mastering  the 
language,  and  aiding  the 
people  as  far  as  possible. 
By  the  devoted  help  and 
loyalty  of  the  two  Nativ(» 
ministers,  he  impressed 
apon  them  the  necessity 
of  maintaining  regular 
services,  and  the  ^laori 
local  preachers  kept  their 
appointments  at  the 
several  kaingan  according 
to  a  printed  plan.  True 
New  Testament  conver- 
sions— the  "  turning  from 

darknes-s  to  light," — were  stiH  known  among  iIkmii. 
Tawhai  was  the  son  of  the  [)rincii)al  chief  of 
Hoani  Mohi  Tawhai.  He  was  of 
thoughtful  disposition,  and 
ability.  He  had  been  sent 
and  he  and  a  Mangamuka  boy,  Piripi  Hakena,  were 
cloee  friends.  The  Rev.  T.  Buddie,  then  (Governor,  never 
lost  an  opportunity  of  personally  applying  the  truth, 
but  they  remained  in  ignorance  of  its  saving  power. 
The  seed,  however,  htwl  been  sown,  and  presently  it 
gerniinated.  At  a  Christmas  vacation,  Graham  went  to 
visit  his  friend  at  the  lattei's  home.  They  one  day 
climbed  to  the  top  of  Maungataniwha.  As  they  enjoyed 
the  enchanting  view  from  its  summit,  the  remembrance  of 
what  they  had  been  taught  jis  to  the  goodness  and  power 
of  the  Great  Creator  came  to  their  minfis.  Graham 
suggested  they  should  pray.  His  companion  consented, 
and  as  they  knelt  there,  they  first  felt  the  power  of  Christ's 
h>ve  in  their  souls.  Piripi  still  retains  it,  and  as  a 
Minister  of  the  Gospel  in  his  own  district,  delights  to 
relate  the  experience.  Graham  became  a  law  student  in 
Auckland,  and  also  a  local  preacher,  conducting  services 
with  profit  to  European  congregations  as  well  as  Natives. 
Great  hopes   were   entertained   of   the  service  he   might 
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render  his  people,  but  his  health  failed,  and  he  died  in  the 
full  triumph  of  faith.  There  was  still  a  high  rate  of 
mortality  in  the  district,  which  was  depressing.  But  Mr. 
Joughin  was  encouraged  by  finding  so  many  in  their  dying 
houi-s  cheered  by  the  Christian  hope.  Hemi  Pipiko,  of 
Pakanjie,  one  of  Mr.  Buller's  helpers  in  the  early  days, 
Harati  Eia,  of  Utakura,  Henare  Rakaunui  and  Tipene  to 
Wharangi,  of  Mangamuka,  with  Enoka,  of  Motukaraka, 
had  all  been  local  preachers,  and  in  their  last  days  proved 
the  reality  of  religion.  Nor  was  it  confined  to  the  elders. 
Their  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  the  Catechism  was  very 
thorough,  and  was  a  comfort  to  them  in  mortal  sickness. 
The  missionary  was  called  one  day  to  visit  a  young  man  in 
th(»  last  stage  of  consumption.  He  commenced  reading 
the  fourteenth  chapter  of  John.  As  the  first  words  were 
heard,  the  tlying  youth  connnenced  to  repeat  them.  The 
reading  ceased,  and  fi'om  the  lips  so  shortly  to  be  sealed 
the  repetition  continued  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  without 
a  single  mistake.  No  wonder  his  death  made  a  deep 
impression  upon  the  people  of  the  village. 

Lik(  his  predecessors,  Mr.  Joughin  witnessed  more  than 
one  outbreak  of  fanaticism,  which  he  was  powerless  to 
check.     Ani  Karo,  of  Kaikohe,  set  up  as  a  prophetess. 

She  predicted  that  the 
world  would  come  to  an 
end  on  a  certain  day,  and 
so  implicit  was  the  belief 
in  her,  that  many  .sold  all 
their  goods  and  gave  their 
whole  attentiim  to  the 
peculiar  worship  which 
she  inculcated.  Although 
the  appointed  day  came 
and  went  without  the 
exp(»cted  catastrophe,  she 
retained  her  influence, 
and  the  pernicious  tenets 
spread  through  the  whole 
of  the  Waihou  district. 
One  peculiarity  of  her 
disciples  was  that  they 
wore  white  garments  only. 
They  declined  to  read  the  Gospels.  Almost  ceaseless 
processions  were  organised,  and  as  they  marched  therein 
they  repeated  the  Psalms  in  unison,  until  they  worked 
themselves  into  a  state  of  frenzy.  Eventually  they  built 
a  pah  on  a  knoll  near  the  river  and  fortified  it.  A 
European  who  trespassed  on  th(^  tapued  ground  was  stripped 
naked,  and  held  for  a  short  time  ever  <me  of  the  fires. 
Naturally,  he  complained  to  the  authorities,  and  a  force  of 
Constabulary  was  sent  against  the  pah.  The  inmates  stoutly 
opposed  the  attack  ;  spears  and  tomahawks  were  freely  use<l, 
and  severe  flesh  wounds  inflicted.  Fortunately,  theie  was 
no  loss  of  life.  The  misguided  people  were  sent  to  ruminate 
in  the  Auckland  Gaol,  but  while  there,  and  after  their 
return,  they  still  adhered  to  their  ix'culiar  tenets,  though 
they  refrained  from  breaking  the  law.  Five  years  later  at 
Omanaia,  it  was  alleged  that  communications  were  received 
from  the  spirit  world.  One  of  the  ancestors  of  the  tribal 
section  residing  there  had  been  a  ventriloquist,  and  it  was 
through  his  spook  that  the  revelations  came.  The  people 
gathered  in  the  rnnawia  house,  and  waited  in  perfect 
silence  until  the  ghostly  visitor  proclaimed  his  presence  by 
whistling.  This  he  never  failed  to  do,  and  the  uncanni- 
ness  of  it  caused  great  excitement.  There  was  an  absence 
of  serious  crime  among  the  people,  but  they  bt»came  greatly 
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addicted  to  gambling,  partioalarly  when  working  on  the 
gnmfields.  Some  instances  of  devotion  and  practical 
godliness  cheered  the  workers  not  a  little.  Mention  is 
made  of  one  old  couple,  whose  total  income  was  not  more 
than  ten  shillings  per  week.  Yet  when  a  collection  was 
made^  their  half-crown  was  always  put  upon  the  plate.  It 
was  exceedingly  discouraging,  however,  to  find  them  so 
deficient  in  the  grace  of  liberality.  They  did  not  seem 
even  to  have  mastered  the  alphabet  of  the  duty  of  giving. 
True,  many  of  them  were  in  poverty,  but  some  received 
considerable  sums,  yet  never  contributed.  As  they  had  no 
difficulty  in  finding  money  for  other  objects  in  which  they 
were  interested,  Mr.  Joughin  was  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  with  many  of  them  religion  was  a  mere  form. 
Occasionally,  they  would  help  for  a  special  object.  A 
church  was  built  at  Utakura,  and  in  the  face  of  many 
difiiculties,  and  vexatious  and  costly  delays,  one  was  also, 
opened  at  Mangamuka.  A  plan  of  the  services  from 
August  to  October,  18«S9,  shows  that  there  were  then 
fifteen  Maori  villages  where  Divine  service  was  regularly 
held.  The^e  stretched  from  Pakanae,  near  the  nioutli  of 
the  Hokianga,  to  Whangaroa,  on  the  East  Coast,  and  from 
Mangamuka  to  Kaiwake.  By  patient 
pastoral  woi'k,  the  number  of  members 
in  the  six  years  was  nearly  doubled. 
On  Mr.  Joughin *s  leaving,  financial  ex- 
igencies compelled  further  retrenchment, 
and  after  the  Rev.  B.  F.  Rothwell 
had  served  for  one  year,  the  European 
Missionary  was  withdrawn.  The  Maori 
work  has  since  been  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Rev.  Piripi  Rakena,  who 
has  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  him.  His  personal  piety  and 
devotion  to  the  spiritual  interests  of  liis 
people,  may  be  judged  by  the  fact, 
vouched  for  by  one  who  knows  him  well, 
that  he  sometimes  spends  the  whole  night 
in  intercessory  prayer.  Ho  is  ev(»r  on 
the  alert  to  gain  more  information. 
Ready  to  detect  social  evils,  he  led  his 
people  in  a  successful  effort  to  prevent 
the  erection  of  an  hotel  in  Mangamuka, 
and  delightfully  reported  that  this  taipo 
(devil)  had  been  slain.  For  the  pa.st 
three  years  he  has  had  the  assistance  of 
a  Native  colleague,  Te  Tuhi  Heretini,  who  resides  at 
Whiriuaki.  Encouraged  by  an  occasional  visit  from  Mr. 
Oittos,  these  two  Native  pastors  carry  on  the  work  among 
their  fellow-tribesmen. 

A  gallant  attempt  was  initiated  in  1887  to  reoccupy 
old  ground  on  the  West  Coast  of  the  North  Islantl.  It  has 
already  been  shown  that,  when  the  Gospel  was  first 
brought  to  New  Zealand,  the  Taranaki  Natives  rcadily 
embraced  it.  It  is  the  opinion  of  experienced  Missionaries 
that  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Skevington  at  Waingongoro 
during  his  brief  occupancy  of  that  station  was  one  of  the 
most  signal  instances  of  success  throughout  the  whole 
land.  Men  and  women  converted  there  became  heralds  of 
the  faith  in  distant  settlements,  and  not  a  few  of  them  to 
the  end  of  their  days  preserved  their  religious  fervour. 
The  success  attained  at  Ngamotu  (New  Plymouth)  and  in 
Patea-Waitotara  was  only  less  promising.  But  soon  after 
another  and  very  disturbing  element  was  intrcxiuced. 
Many  survivora  of  old  tribes,  who  had  once  owned  land  in 
the  district,  but  had  been  carried  captive  and  held  for 
manjrjrearH  in  slavery,  were  set  tree.     They  returned   to 


Rkv.  T.  O.  Hammond. 


the  home  of  their  fathers,  bringiilg  with  them  the  spirit 
and  vices  that  slavery  always  engenders.  They  were 
insincere,  treacherous,  and  reveng^l.  All  these  evil 
propensities  were  further  developed  and  intensified  by  the 
protracted  war.  They  were  further  fanned  into  flame  by 
the  wretched  Hauhauism  which  had  taken  sacli  a  hold 
Throwing  ofi^  as  they  did,  the  ontward  form  of  the 
Christian  religion,  they  reverted  at  onoe  to  their  old 
heatlien  habits  and  licentious  practices.  Obscenity, 
blasphemy,  and  uncleanness  were  rampant  They  literally 
gloried  in  their  shame.  Their  cannibal  forefathers,  sixty 
years  before,  were  degraded  enough,  but  it  is  no  libel  to 
say  of  these  that  for  some  years  aiter  the  war  their  **  last 
state  was  worse  than  the  first."  To  that  had  also  to  be 
added  their  intense  and  bitter  hatred  to  the  Government 
and  the  race  which  had  deprived  them  of  their  land. 
Conquei'ed  they  felt  themselves  to  be,  but  they  were 
determined  there  should  be  no  approach  to  friendliness. 
Their  denunciation  of  the  white  man  extended  to  the  Mis- 
sionary, and  in  nine- tenths  of  the  settlements  they  literally 
turned  their  backs  upon  him.  The  work  of  winning  such 
coninmnities  back  to  Christ  was  even  more  difficult  than 
that  of  the  first  Missionaries  had  been. 
After  a  tour  of  observation,  however,  the 
Rev.  T.  G.  Hammond  volunteered  to  re- 
commence operations  among  them.  His 
home  »vas  fixed  at  Patea.  Near  there 
was  a  Native  settlement,  the  old  chief  of 
which,  Taurua,  was  still  fiiendly  dis- 
posed, and  with  a  few  other  senior  men, 
who  deplored  the  demoralisation  of  their 
race,  was  prepared  to  welcome  the 
t<\achers.  They  had  indeed  petitioned  the 
Ciiurch  authorities  for  his  appointment 
Mr.  Hammond  entered  on  his  work  with 
high  hojH\s.  He  was  indefatigable  in  his 
journeys,  and  most  courteous  in  his  de- 
nii'anour.  He  travelled  incessantly  from 
Waitara  in  the  north  to  Wangaehu  in  the 
south,  and  also  became  acquainted  with 
the  kahniaa  of  the  inland  residents.  At 
some  of  them  he  was  gi-ossly  insulted,  and 
every  form  of  wickedness  held  high  holiday 
when  he  approached,  so  as  to  deter  him 
from  a  second  visit.  To  many  things  he 
had  perforce  to  shut  both  eyes  and  ears. 
Maintaining  an  attitude  of  perfect  friendliness,  waiting  for 
them  to  invite  him  before  he  would  hold  a  stated  serxioe, 
doing  what  he  could  to  secure  them  fair  value  for  the  leases 
of  the  land  they  still  held,  and  counselling  them  as  to  the 
folly  of  armed  resistance,  he  went  steadily  forward.  He 
had  encouragement.  Some  at  once  took  their  places 
as  candidates  for  church  membership.  At  Hukatere^ 
Taurua's  village,  he  was  able  at  once  to  commence 
services.  After  being  nearly  two  years  on  the  ground,  he 
was  able  to  report  in  February,  1889,  "the  formal 
reinstitution  of  the  Church  on  the  Coast."  He  sajrs  :  "A 
good  quarterly  meeting  was  formed  of  leading  men.  Two 
local  preachers  wei'e  restored  to  the  positions  they  filled 
years  ago,  having  confessed  sorrow  for  the  past  and  a  foil 
conviction  that  in  the  Grospel  alone  could  they  find 
consolation  and  hope  in  the  future.  Four  young  men 
were  also  proposed  and  accepted  as  local  preachers  on  trial, 
they  consenting  to  try  and  qualify  themseh-es  for  the 
position,  and  to  maintain  regular  daily  worship  at  their 
settlements.  Eight  children  were  baptised.^'  This  waft'ml 
Otoia.     At  Hukatere  there  "  were  baptised  and  married  a 
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go<xl  number  of  persons,  young  and  old ;  one  old  man, 
nearly  eighty,  coming  to  be  married  to  his  much  younger 
wife  as  an  example  to  othei-s,  and  in  order  that  he  might 
again  partuke  of  the  Lord's  Suppi^r.  Seventeen  persons 
came  forwaixl,  called  by  nam(»,  wishing  to  be  eFU-olleil  as 
inenil)ei's,  and  after  du(^  warning  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
onJinance,  joined  together  in  the  fh'st  Sacrament  since  the 
war.  It  w;is  a  time  of  great  joy."  As  an  <»vidence  of  tin* 
pnu'tical  nature  of  the  reforms  initiate<l,  a  copy  of  a  notice 
sent  to   the   hu'al  newspaper  by  the  newly  formed  church 
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court  is  (|Uotcd  to  this  circcl  :  '*  W'c  huso  sent  warninij 
letters  to  tlie  ^laoris  lest  uny  <  t  th-ni  slmuld  bi-ing  troul>l«* 
to  us,  the  people  <>f  ()t(»i;i,  1 1-.ik'atei-e,  and  Wh«'miakura. 
The  things  specially  forbidden  are  the  work  of  Maori 
fnhnnifas  (priests)  :  the  doings  of  those  who  claim  to  ha\t> 
familiar  spirits  :  drimkeiiness  :  theft:  adiiltei-y  :  murderous 
work  :  pr<»faniiig  the  Sabbath  by  buyini^  or  selling,  or  any 
other  wrongdoinos.  Any  Maori  or  lunopean  breakiti'^ 
any  of  these  laws  will  he  punished  by  the  Coiinnittee  of 
the  Church."'  It  is  added  that  "one  of  their  nuinhei- 
having  violated  a  certain  law,  he  and  the  paitner  of  his 
guilt  were  Ihied  .£1()  each,  and  the  money  had  to  he  paid." 
Six  months  latei-,  the  tirst  \isible  sign  of  success  was  seen 
in  the  opening  of  a  n(^w  <'hurch  at  Ilukatere,  in  connection 
witii  which  a  high  festival  was  held.  It  was  a  weatliT- 
VK>ard  building,  IJft.  by  iMft.,  and  surmounted  by  a  to^ver, 
in  which  hung  a  well-tontMJ  bell.  It  had  foui'  windows  on 
each  side,  and  two  at  the  further  end.  TIp'  local  news- 
j>ap<*r  says:  *' It  looks  remarkahly  well  inside,  and  might 
.s<*rve  as  a  pattern.  The  comnninion  I'ails  are  continued 
nearly  the  entire  breadth  of  the  huilding,  inside  of  them 
being  the  communion  table,  which,  together  with  the  rails, 
is  richly  draped  with  cardinal  cloth,  while  tluj  walls  within 
the  railing  are  covere<l  with  a  paper  with  a  rich  blue 
gnmnd  bespangled  with  silver  stars,  giving  a  very  pretty 
effect."     According   to  custom,  a   special   name  was  given 

to  it,  Te  Kapenga 

— meaning     '  the 

,      Passover,'  and  in- 

t<'nded  to  signify 

I      tli(»    passing   over 

j     of     the     Natives 

fro  m       M  a  o  r  i 

superstitions       to 

C'  h  r  i  s  t  i  a  n  i  t  y. 

I  Hl^  Jt/i  Representative 

[  Natives  attended 
I  from  four  tribes  ; 
;  there  was  great  re- 
I  joicing,  and  a  feast 
was  prepared  f(>r 
WooDK.M  Fish-hook.  European  visitoi-s. 


The  wiiole  of  the  next  day  was  also  di^voted  to  discussion 
on  religious  mattei*s  witii  excellent  results.  Two  yeai*s 
later,  the  R(»v.  W.  Gittos,  whohjui  opened  the  above  chureli, 
again  visited  his  brother  Missionary.  Special  Christmas 
Day  services  were  held,  when  over  a  hundred  visitors  w<»rc 
present.  He  says  the  first  hymn  given  out  by  a  Maori 
local  preach<»r  wiis  an  old  Mjw)ri  chant,  in  which  all  joined 
most  heartily,  the  women  taking  up  the  chorus  in  real 
Mjiori  style.  h!n  passant^  he  nt)tes  these  chants  hav(»  the 
advantage  ov(»r  most  of  our  tunes  in  simplicity  and 
elasticity,  as  they  answer  alike  for  l*>ng,  short,  or  peculiar 
metres.  The  Psalms  for  the  day  were  well  reiidered  with 
full  response  on  the  part  of  all  those  who  had  r(»turned  to  the 
faith  of  tlui  Gospel.  For  two  days  following  there  wfis  an 
interesting  discussion  between  the  Christian  chiefs  <m  the 
one  side  and  Te  Whiti's  disciples  cm  the  oth(>r.  The 
arguments  were  stamped  with  a  good  deal  of  originality 
and  skill.  Mr.  (dittos'  conclusion  was  that  there  would 
come  a  day  when  all  these  Maori  beliefs  would  bn»ak  down, 
but  that  the  work  was  ont^  that  would  test  Mr.  llannntmd's 
patience  and  power  of  (uidurancc*.  Marriages  and  bai)tisms 
were  celebrated,  and  the  laud's  Supp(^r  administered  to 
about  sixty  communicants.  About  that  timt^  a  sectmd 
church  was  <»}>ened.  This,  like  the  lirst,  was  erected  by 
the  c(>ntributions  of  the  Maoris  themselves,  lM)th  being 
entirely  free  from  debt.  In  1S94  and  on  two  subsecjuent 
occasions  the  writer  also  saw  something  <»f  the  work, 
visiting   the   congregations,  and  obtaining  testimony  from 

Maoris  and  iMiropeans  as  to  the  results  accruing.  All 
agiee  that  there  has  lieen  a  great  improvi'ment  in  the 
behaviour  of  the  people  outwardly.      Whereas  at  fii*st  ^Ir. 

Ilanunond  could  oidv  go  to  three  places  and   be  sure   of  a 

welcome,  now,  with  the  exception  of  Parihaka,  there  is 
scaiirely  a  ])lace  wher(?  he  c  mnot  preach.    •  The  worst  forms 

of   imniorality    have   either    dis- 
appeared, or  are  esteemed  deeds 

of  daikness,  to  be  done  in  secr(»t. 

The    Missionary    is   regarded    as 

the  fiiend  of  the  ]>eople,  and  not 

unfre(|Uently  they  go   to  him  for 

unbiassed  counsel.      A  consider- 
able   number    still    cling    to    Te 

Whiti,     and     a\(>w      themselves 

llauhaus,  but  even   thes(>  are  on 

terms  of  friendship,  and  will  talk 

respecting  th(»  (.Josj)el.      The  one 

sore  subject  still   is   the  land,  to 

which  the  Maori  clings  with  the 

greatest    tenacity.     A    striking 

instance    of    this    came    under 

(mr  personal    oljservation.       We 

were     visiting     an    aged     chief 

near  Manaia,  and  had   been   re- 

ceive<l  with  great  respect.     The 

usual     ceremonious    salutations 

had       been      exchanged,      and, 

through   an    interpreter,   a  free 

conversation    had     taken    place. 

JJefore    leaving  we  ventured   to 

ask  what  about  the  Gospel,  and 

it  was  exceedingly    pathetic  to 

hear  the  reply — "  Until  the  land 

is   put    right,   wi?    can    see   and 

think    of    nothing    else."     ^Ir. 

llammcmd  hi^s   had   the  J03'  of 

.seeing  several  of  the  survivors       M  .\ori  FiMrnooK. 
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of  the  early  days  return  to  the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel 
faith,  and  some  of  these  have  died  in  the  Lord.  But 
among  the  younger  people,  the  additions  to  the  church 
have  been  disappointing  as  to  numbers.  A  young  man  has, 
however,  recently  gone  from  thence  to  prepare  for  the 
ministry  at  Three  Kings.  The  latest  and  most  interesting 
information  is  that  the  Miioris  are  building  or  have  built 
a  large  ntnamja  house  at  the  place  where  the  I^and 
League  was  first  agreed  upon,  and  given  it  the  same  name 


the  husbandman,  wiio,  having  sown  the  grain,  "  hath  long 
patience,  till  it  receive  the  early  and  the  latter  rain." 

The  whole  question  of  the  maintenance,  extension,  and 
management  of  the  Maori  Mission,  and  the  duty  of  the 
European  churches  in  relation  thereto,  received  earnest 
and  prolonged  attention  at  the  Conference  in  1891.  It 
was  felt  that  the  time  was  come  for  a  new  departure.  The 
aukatij  or  boundary  line,  imposed  by  the  rebel  Maoris  in 
their  pride  of  power,  had  broken  down.     Europeans  were 


Carvki)  Work  for  Hoises. 

as  the  former  place  of  assembly.  In  the  opinion  of  some  of 
those  acquainted  with  the  working  of  the  Native  mind,  this 
probably  portends  the  taking  up  of  a  new  attitude.  Would 
that  it  might  be  a  general  return  to  the  faith.  Meantime 
Mr.  Hammond  considers  it  his  duty  to  "sow  beside  all 
waters."  Kesults  he  cannot  control,  but  he  remembt)rs 
that  the  New  Testament  picture  of  a  minister  is   that  of 


From  }>hvto  kindly  Icnl   by  Mr.    W.  A.  AUhcd. 

finding  their  way  into  what  had  been  known  for  years  as 
the  King  Country.  The  sullenness  and  suspicion  which 
chai-acttaised  the  Natives  after  the  war,  was  giving  way. 
L>y  some  of  the  old  chiefs  a  desire  was  expressed  that 
teachers  should  once  more  be  sent  among  them.  The 
Europ(»an  churches  were  desirous  to  help,  and  thus  to 
prove  to  the  Maori  people  their  true  brotherhood.  Auckland, 
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lere  tJio  Conference  was  held^  hod  been  for  many  years 
9  centre  from  which  Mission  aflfairs  had  been  admin- 
ered.  The  congr^iations  there  had  greater  facilities 
ui  others  for  liNBComing  acquainted  with  the  details  of 
iflsicm  working.  Moreo^'er,  the  rapid  decline  of  the 
Mm  race  showed  that  if  anything  were  to  be  attempted 
most  be  done  quickly.  An  influential  committee  of 
maen  and  ministers  was  therefore  appointed.  For  two 
]f^.  it  gave  close  attention  to  the  reports  presented.  The 
loruice  in  which  the  younger  Maoris  were  growing  up, 
s  bondage  into  which  many  of  their  elders  had  fallen 
rough  drink,  and  the 
jury  which  Hauhauism 
A  doing  to  their  temporal 
:ere4t8  as  well  as  their 
[ritual  welfare,  were  all 
nsidered.  It  was  unani- 
mblj  decided  that  a 
'ward  movement  should 
made.  The  Conference 
30pted  and  endorsed  the 
nclusions  of  the  committee 
th  the  utmost  heartiness, 
d  the  following  resolu- 
•ns  were  adopted  : — 
"1.  That  the  Waipa  Dis- 
ct  be  at  once  reoccupied, 
d  that  arrangements  be 
ide  for  the  Kev.  W. 
ttOB  to  reside  there  as 
perintendcnt,  and  that 
r  Warena,  Native  min- 
er, be  appointed  to  Te 
npua. 

2.  That  while  the  time 
II  come  when  a  Native 
ent  will  be  required  to 
list  the  Rev.  T.  G.  Ham- 
md  on  the  West  Coast, 
ch  assistance  is  not 
cessary  at  present. 

3.  That  the  Conference 
8  heard  with  pleasure  the 
oposals  of  the  Canterbury 
strict  to  gradually  incor- 
rate  the  Maori  Mission 
Bre  with  the  European 
»rky  and  that  the  Superin- 
idents  of  the  LyttC!lton, 
mnka,  Woodend,  and 
eston  Circuits  bo  directed 
give  special  attention  to 

8. 

i.  The    Conference    has 

med    with    great    satis- 

ition  that  the  Blenheim  Circuit  is  already  assisting  in 

)  Maori  work  in  the  Wairau,  and  trusts  that  such  help 

il  be  continued. 

$•  That  arrangements   be  made  whereby  the  Superin- 

ideiits  of  the  Hutt  and  Greytown  Circuits  may  give 

eniion  to  the  Maoris  of  the  WeUington  District. 

L  That  as  the  permanence  and  efficiency  of  the  Maori 

rk  tauBt  oltimately  depend    upon    competent  Native 

Mb,  the  Superintendents  of  the  present  Maori  circuits 

mrgsi  to  do  their  utmost  to  send  on  a  supply  of  students 

JkB  Three  Kings  Gdlege,  who  may  be  trained  for  the 


Paratknk  I^Iakoho,  a  Cuikf  of  Whaikgaroa. 


Native  pastorates  or  for  local  preaching,  and  that  arrange- 
ments be  made  for  the  industrial  training  as  well  as  the 
education  of  such  students. 

7.  That  ministers  in  those  circuits  in  the  vicinity  of 
which  Maons  reside  be  required  to  arrange  for  services 
amongst  them,  and  to  consider  them  as  placed  under  their 
pastoral  oversight. 

8.  That  the  Conference  regrets  to  find  that  the  amount 
contributed  by  the  Maoris  for  the  support  of  their  ministers 
is  so  small,  and  while  aware  that  the  means  of  many  of 
the  Natives  are  not  what  they  once  were,  is  yet  of  the 

opinion  that  the  duty  pre- 
scribed in  the  New  Testa- 
ment— to  contribute  to  the 
support  of  ministers  and 
pastors — should  be  plainly 
and  steadily  pressed  upon 
them. 

9.    That   the   Conference 
1^  i  is  glad  to  learn  that  suitable 

y^fff  candidates    for    the   Maori 

ff" .  ministry,   who  are  married 

men,  are  available;  and 
that  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Wesley  College, 
Three  Kings,  be  directed  to 
consider  any  such  applica- 
tion on  its  merits,  and  be 
empowered  to  set  apart 
blocks  of  land  for  residence 
sites  and  for  cultivation  for 
these  married  students.'' 

The  editor  of  the  con- 
nexional  paper,  **  The  New 
Zealand  Metliodisty^  spoke  of 
this  as  "  the  best  thing  done 
by  the  Conference,  inspiring 
fresh  hope  and  enthusiasm 
in  the  Maori  Mission,*'  and 
states  that  "  the  Committee 
meeting  was  a  means  of 
grace,"  He  adds:  "All 
this  was  followed  and 
crowned  by  the  largest  and 
best  Missionary  meeting  we 
have  known  in  connection 
with  any  Conference.  The 
Maori  work  was  presented 
forcibly  by  the  brethren 
engaged  in  the  work,  and 
all  separated  with  a  feeling 
of  devout  thankfulness  to 
God  that  at  least  the  light 
of  a  great  hope  shines  across 
a  sphere  that  in  recent  years 
has  had  too  scant  attention."  The  Church  has  since  been 
working  on  these  lines.  To  meet  the  necessary  outlay 
involv^,  Hauraki  Paul  was  appointed  to  visit  the  English 
congregations  in  the  North,  and  Messrs.  Hammond  and 
Piripi  Rakena  those  in  the  South  Island.  Wi  Warena 
was  sent  to  To  Kopua,  where  he  has  since  lived.  The 
Rev.  W.  Gittos  and  family  took  up  their  residence  at  Te 
Awamutu,  a  place  which,  while  it  gave  them  the  advantage 
of  European  surroundings,  was  on  the  borders  of  the  King 
Country,  and  easily  accessible  to  Natives  from  all  the  lar^ 
and  fruitful  testntorj  loti&HcVj  ^^iq^s<q:^^^  \s^  "^^  '^Keasss^^.. 
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During  the  three  succeeding  years  Mr.  Gittos  and  his 
assistant  travelled  extensively  in  the  Whaingaroa,  Aotea, 
Mokau,  and  Kawhia  districts,  as  well  as  visiting  the 
congi'egations  in  the  villages  along  the  Waipa  River.  Mr. 
Gittos  also  succeeded  in  establishing  friendly  relations  with 
the  Maori  King  and  the  not<»d  chieiPs  Rewi,  Wahanui,  and 
others.  He  was  rejoiced  to  find  they  had  not  altogether 
forgotten  the  old  days.  Some  of  thorn  produced  Testaments 
which  they  had  kept  during  the  whole  of  the  war,  and 
averred  that  they  had  never  ceased  to  read  therein.  Without 
attempting  to  conduct  formal  services,  Mr.  Gittos  attended 
their  great  meetings,  and  with  much  tact  addressed  them 
on  the  highest  themes.  As  a  rule,  the  older  gener.\tion 
listened  respectfully,  but  many  of  the  younger  men  were 
insolent,  and  he  found  that  th(^  chiefs  had  not  now  the 
authority  of  former  times.  Sometimes  it  was  only  his 
perfect  mastery  of  the  lani^uage,  and  the  apt  (juotation  of 
old  proverbs,  which  savt^d  him  from  uiimaniuMly  intiu-rup- 
tion.  Oradually  he  gaiiKvl  the  respect  of  all.  From  the 
more   friendly  hafnis   he  was   abh^   to  send    a  f<*w  lads    to 


1.  Tomahawk,  witli  Europi'ari  Iioad,  and  a  liandlo  of  carvrd  Ix.no. 

2.  Tomahawk,  once  belonging  to  Poiiiarc,  a  Chatliam  Island  I'liicf." 

Three  Kings,  and  the  improved  physical  condition  in 
which  these  returned,  as  well  as  their  book  learning, 
tended  further  to  conciliate  the  parents.  By  ISill  services 
had  be(Mi  re-established,  and  were  regularly  held  in 
nineteen  places,  attended  by  1,000  persons,  of  whom  17() 
were  church  members.  Tn  that  year  it  was  d(?(Mned 
expedient  that  Mr.  Gittos  should  return  to  Auckland,  and 
from  thence  exerciser  a  general  superintendence  over  the 
llokianga,  Kaipara,  and  Waikato  districts,  visiting  them 
as  he  was  abh^  and  supervising  the  work  of  the  Native 
ministers.  His  lack  of  service  in  Waipa  was  in  part 
supplied  by  the  appointment  of  Hamiora  Kingi  as  a  second 
Native  minister.  Hamiora  is  a  native?  of  Taln^ke, 
Hokianga,  and  as  a  la<l  was  trained  at  Three  Kings,  wh(M*(» 
he  gained  some  knowledge  of  English.  In  1S92  he  went 
there  again  as  a  ministerial  student,  and  for  two  years 
proved  himseU  diligent  and  quick  at  learning.      He  is  a 


goo<l  speaker,  has  considerable  energy  and  fervour,  and 
should  make  his  mark. 

Tn  Kaipara,  as  in  Hokianga,  the  work  has  passed  into 
the  hands  of  a  Native  minister,  and  Hauraki  Paul 
patient,  earnest,  and  self-denying,  has  done  his  utmost  to 
carry  it  on.  A  great  obstacle  has  been  the  poverty  of  the 
people.  They  now  possess  comparatively  small  areas  of 
land.  The  unwise  expenditure  of  past  years  has  lessened 
their  n^sources.  Nor  can  they  now,  to  any  large  extent, 
supplement  their  income  by  gum-digging.  Hence  the 
Missionary,  instead  of  giving  all  his  time  to  ministerial 
duty,  jnust  use  a  considerable  amount  in  providing 
subsistence  for  himself  and  family.  But  Hauraki  is  as 
earnest  and  ardent  as  ever. 

In  1886  Hetaraka  Warihi  found  it  would  be  more 
advanta,geous  for  his  work  to  reside  at  the  VVairau.  He 
removtMl  therefore  from  the  Hutt,  and  for  twelve  years 
his  headcjuarters  were  at  the  Maori  pah  near  Blenheim. 
There,  by  his  consistent  devotion,  he  gained  the  estet^ni  of 
the  settlers  as  well  as  his  own  people.  Two  yeai-s  ago  he 
visite<l  the  Waikatos,  to  whom  he 
originally  belonged,  and  with  the 
leading  families  of  whom  he  was 
connecter!  by  i*elationship.  His 
venerable  appearance  and  his  finu 
grasp  of  Gaspel  truths  caused  his 
1*^  words  t'O  make    a  deep  impression. 

^ar  After  3:)  years  of   useful  labour,  in 

P*  July   last   he  "fell    asleep"  in    the 

midst  of  his  charge.  After  Te  Kote's 
removal  to  Wairarapa,  the  work  in 
luipaki  (hjvolved  largely  upon  an 
ancient  local  preacher,  be«iring  the 
honoured  name  of  Hoani  Wetere 
(John  Wesley),  who  in  the  neAt 
church  in  that  settlement  regularly 
ke[)t  up  the  servi<!e.s.  During  the 
past  few  years,  it  has  been  distinctly 
recognised  as  forming  part  of  the 
charge  of  the  minister  in  the 
Lyttelton  Circuit.  All  the  children 
of  the  village  attend  the  Government 
school.  The  young  men  and  women 
understand    colloquial    English,  and 

-  '       the   services    are    conduct-ed    every 

Sunday  afternoon  in  that  language. 
They  are  mark(»d  by  reverent  atten- 
tion and  very  hearty  singing,  a 
Maori  lad  presiding  at  the  har- 
monium. The  old  people,  who  can  understand  very  little 
of  the  sermon,  show  an  excellent  example  by  being  always 
jn-esent  and  uniting  in  worship.  Tt  is  matter  for  regret 
that  their  co-ndigionists  living  at  Port  I^vy,  Little  River, 
i'i'c.,  cannot  be  visited,  and  only  hear  the  Gospel  when  they 
visit  their  relatives  at  Kapaki.  At  Taumutu,  near  Lake 
Ellesmere,  wlune  about  fiftc^en  years  ago  the  ^laoris  built 
a  very  coinfortabh*  church,  the  woik  has  been  thoroughly 
iiicorporat(Ml  with  the  l^eston  Circuit.  The  Euroj>ean 
preachers  regularly  take  their  appointments  there,  and  Te 
Maiharanui  Maupo,  also  a  local  preacher,  leads  their 
devotions  at  other  times  *'  in  their  own  tongue  wherein 
they  were  born."  At  Otakou,  near  Otago  Heads,  » 
similar  plan  has  been  followed,  and  worship  is  conducted 
by  preachers  from  the  Peninsula  Mission  of  the  South 
l)unedin  Circuit. 

Considerable  impetus  was  given  to  this  renewed  eflfort 
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by  the  reopening  of  the  Three  Kings  Institution  in  1876, 
and  it  is  largely  through  the  quiet  and  persistent  work 
since  done  there  that  interest  in  the  JSfission  has  been 
sustained.  It  was  felt  that  if  any  real  and  permanent 
benefit  was  to  be  conferred  upon  the  race,  it  must  l)e  by 
training  and  educating  the  young  people.  When  the 
College  was  started  afresh,  the  Conference  was  fortunate 
in  still  having  in  full  work  the  Rev.  Thos.  Buddie,  who 
thirty  ^-ears  l)efore  had  been  the  energetic  secretary  of  the 
Grafton  Hoad  and  the  original  Institution.  A  place  for 
the  training  of  European  students  for  the  ministry  was  a 
necessity  of  the  tinu*.  It  was  agret^i,  therefore,  that  they 
shouhi  also  reside  there,  obUiining  classical  and  mathe- 
matical training  in  Auckland,  while  Mr.  Buddie,  in 
addition  to  the  duties  of  Principal,  should  also  b(»  a  tutor 
in   Theolt)gy   and   llomiletics.       It   was    (»xpected    that    a 


charge  till  his  lamented  death  in  1891.  During  the  later 
pericKl  he  suffered  from  physical  weakness,  but  mentally 
was  as  alert  as  formerly,  and  rendered  excellent  service. 
This  writer  occupied  the  position  of  Principal  for  the  year 
following,  and  was  then  unexpecte<Uy  removed  to  fill  the 
office  of  Connexi<mal  Secretary.  He  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  W.  J.  Williams,  and  he  in  turn  by  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Simmonds,  who  wjis  appointed  in  1H95,  and  still  carries  on 
the  work.  During  these  years  from  twelve  to  twenty 
^laori  boys  and  young  men  have  l)een  receiving  instructi<m 
in  the  ordinary  branches  of  an  English  education,  and  indus- 
trial training  in  the  form  of  farm  work  and  elementa.ry 
carpentry.  They  have  proved  themselves  v^rv  capable, 
anrl  in  singing  and  drawing  have  discovered  unexpected 
talents.  As  they  usually  remain  not  more  than  three? 
yeus  at  the  most,  a  considerable   number  have  been  aided 


Group  or  Maori  Stidents,  Threk  Kings,  1897. 


numlx'r  of  Native  youths,  to  whom  free  education  and 
l)oard  were  given,  would  be  attracted  thither.  The 
European  students  were  to  aid  in  the  tuition  of  the  Mjiori 
boys  in  English,  and  it  wjis  hoped  that  the  ju^sociation  thus 
induced  would  be  helpful  l)oth  to  the  European  and  Maori 
churches.  Aided  by  a  generous  grant  from  the  Truste(5S 
of  Wesley  College,  Auckland,  the  Institution  was 
reorganised  on  this  basis.  Mr.  l^uddle  threw  himself  into 
the  project  with  all  the  ardour  of  youth,  sustained  by  the 
mature  judgment  of  advancing  age.  For  six  years  he  gave 
himself  unn»servedly  to  the  work  with  great  fidvantag(>  to 
both  classes  of  students.  The  Rev.  W.  J.  Watkin  was 
hi»  successor,  and  duiing  his  three  years'  term  followed  in 
hi.s    footstep.s.     Mr.  Reid   came   next,  and  continued   in 


within  the  twenty-three  years  since  reopening.  The 
disapj)ointing  thing  has  been  that  larger  numbers  have  not 
availed!  themselves  of  the  provision.  T!i<'  carelessn(»ss  of 
tlu^ir  parents  has  often  led  to  bi-eaks  in  residence.  It  has 
been  a  discouragement  also  that  when  their  education  wjis 
compl(?ted,  there  wiis  practically  no  opportunity  foi-  them 
to  learn  a  tnule  or  handicraft.  Willing  or  unwilling,  they 
must  return  to  the  lazy  life  of  the  hi'nuia.  Some  of  them, 
however,  have  definitely  decided  for  Christ  while  resident, 
and  all  the  five  Native  ministers  now  employed  were 
trained  there. 

To  summarise:  The  op<'rations  of  the  Mission  are  still 
c«arried  on  in  Hokianga,  Kaipara,  Waikato  (which 
comprises  for  ecc\e^m"i>»l\cvy.\  ^\x?cy>^"^*^  ^^^"^"^^"^^^^  K^^N.^"^ 
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Mokau,    and    Kawlila),    the    West    Cviast    of    the    North 

Island,  and  the  Wairau.     Two  European  and  five  Native 

ministers  are  employed.     These  are  aided  by  four  salaried 

catechists  and  fifty  local  preacliei-s.     There  are  13  churchas, 

and  in  73  other  buildings  services  are  re^^uhirly  conducted. 

In    Hokianga     there    are    returned    320   full    members  ; 

Kaipara,    150;    Waikato,    290;    and     West    Coast,    26; 

with  92  on  trial.     The  ministei*s 

are  aided  in  tlieir  pastor.il  work 

by    nineteen    class    leaders.      In 

eighteen  villages  Sunday-schools 

are  h(?ld,  and  twenty-one  tivichers 

have    3r)6  chihiren    under  their 

care.     The    attendants    are    re- 

porUnl   thus  -Hokianga,    1,030  : 

Kaipara,  400;   Waikato,  2,000; 

West   Coast,   (ioO  :    or    KOSU   in 

all.      Tli(»sc    acknoNvicdLre    them- 

selv<'s   to   be  under  the  pastoral 

charge  of  the  Missionaries,  but 

owing  to  t'leir  wandering  hal)ils, 

probably  many  inoi(?  yearly  hear 

the  Gospel  from  their  li]>s. 

The  expenditure  by  the  New 
Zealand  Church  on  the  Mission 
luis  for  the  past  ten  years 
averaged    from   £900   to   t'iOOO 

per  annum.  Last  year  it  was  £^\)S  Is.,  in  addition 
to  some  .£oO  contributed  ])rivately  towaids  the  main- 
tenance of  catechists.  Of  this  amount  from  illOO  to 
£500  has  been  usually  received  from  the  rent  of 
properties  purchased  in  the  early  days  <»f  the  Missi(»n, 
and     which    the   Church    devotes    to    this    purpose.      The 
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contributions    of  the    Maoris    themselves    are    small— far 
too  small — and  apart  from  help  given  in  kind  to  the  main- 
tenancej  of  the  Native  ministers,  do  not  exceed  £50  ptT  year. 
The  remainder  is  a  free  gift  of  the  European  congregations. 
The  maintenance  of  Three  Kings,  now  exclusively  devoiM 
to  Maori  students,  also  costs  <£600  to  £700  yearly.     Nint- 
tonths  of  this  comes  fn)m   the  rents  of  the  Tliree  Kings 
and  Grafton  Road  properties,  the 
former  of   which  is  renter!  for 
farming  purposes,  while  the  latter 
is    let   on    building    leases.    A 
total     outlay     of     Jg  1,600     per 
annum     is     sufficient    evidence 
that  the  colonial   niemlx*rs  are 
anxious   that    their    Maori    co- 
religionists shall  still    have  the 
(iospel  presented  to  them.  With 
the  view  of  awakening  a  livelier 
interest  in    the  Church  antl  its 
working,    there  is   now    held  in 
Auckland,  prior    to  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  l>istrict  SymxJ, 
a  Maori  Committee,  when  th<«e 
ministtM*s  who  speak  Maori,  with 
the  Chairman  of  tin*  Dist rict  and 
Native  pastors  and  eItH.*t<»d  repre- 
sentatives, confer  and  make  their 
views  known.      Vt-arly,  too,  the  C<mference  expects  reports 
from  the  luir(»})ean  >iissionari(  s,  and  throughout   the  land 
gr<'<it  interest  is  frit.     Thus,  according  to  their  ability,  New 
Zealand  Methodists  are  (endeavouring  to  carry  on  among 
the  ai)oriLjin('s    the  work    eonnnenced    by  the  Missionary 
Socictv  ill  Kngland  ^eventy-seven  years  ago. 


.^   ;-'#C^|^— 
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MAORI  MISSIONS. 


187 


CnAFiEu    Xri.—THE     FUTURE     OF     THE     MISSION. 

— Rmalt  of  Seventy  YeArst'  Labour— VariouH  OplnionB— IncontestAble  Evidence  of  SuoceKM— CannihaliKni,  Suicide.  Infanticide,  and  8Iavrry  Abolished— Individual 
ConTeraionB— Two  Remarkable  InRtanccH— Cannes  of  Decline  of  the  Maori  Churcli— Rev.  S.  Ironside's  Explanations— Other  Factors— No  Realisation  of  Financial 
Beaponsitility— A  Maori  Chief's  Specious  Arguments— Lack  of  Reading  Matter— Devotional  Works  Only— Translation  and  Circulation  of  the  Scriptures— 
Anihoriiy  of  Chiefs  Undermined— No  Personal  Service  in  Missions— Suggestions  for  the  Future— A  Better  Trained  Native  .Ministry— Constant  and  Close  Super- 
Tiidon — Better  Organisation— Hygiene  and  Sanitation — An  Interesting  Race — Tribute  to  Pioneer  Mis.sionaries— Duty  of  tlie  ('olonial  Churches  -to  Maintain  and 
Extend  their  Work. 


ORE  venturing  on  prophecy,  it  may  be?  well  to 
efor  to  history  once  move.  To  ascertain  what 
lenefits  have  already  accrued,  as  the  result  of 
years*  continual  labour,  may  aid  in  predicting 
le  future  will  bring  forth.  There  are  sufficient 
for  doing  this.  The  majority  of  our  colonial 
on  has  not  even  seen  Mission  work.  They  have, 
B,  had  no  oj)portunity  of  forming  an  intelligent 
it  respecting  it  from 
observation.  Neces- 
hcse    in    other     lands 

like  position.  They 
tpend  on  th(»  reports 
}.     Among  those  who 

New  Zealand  in  the 
lys,  and  with  their 
8  saw  the  Missionaries 
opinions  differ.  Some 
he  obvious  d(»fects  of 
ri  churches  and  their 
ed  condition,  boldly 
hat    the  Mission    has 

failure.  And  they 
'ery  opportunity  of 
urrency  to  the  asser- 
>ur  own  conviction  is 
vas  a  decided  success 
ly  yeai*s.  The  facts 
ttest  this  aie  capable 

verification.     Those 

furnished  aie  t^iken 
Kjuments  and  reports 
at  the  time,  and  have 
?en  challenged.  They 
le  indefinitely  multi- 
Happily,  too,  there 
er  among  us  laymen 
as  clerics  who  during 
Idle   period  saw  such 

transformations  as 
x>ken  of  by  Paul  to 
ihthians,  when,  after 
ng  the  grossest  kinds 
ers,  he  says  :  "  Such 
ne  of  you,  but  ye  are 

ye  are  sanctified,  ye  are  justified  in  the  name  of 
•d  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God."  Their 
5  is  unimpeachable.  Many  bo  k^',  dealing  with  the 
and  the  present  condition  of  the  Maoris,  have  been 
,  and  from  these  confirmatory  facts  might  be 
I.  The  condition  of  things,  socially  and  morally, 
onint^cement  of  the  work  was  as  dreadful  as  it  is 
I  to  conceive.  Navigators  and  travellers  confirm 
»timony  of  tlie  Missionaries,  that  the  Maoris, 
h  th^y  seemed  mild  and  amiable  when  well-fed  and 
od  temper,  yet  when  their  passions  were  aroused, 
*re  incarnate  demons.  And  they  were  very  etisily 
In  their  ordinary  life  and  conversation  filthiness 
e  rule  rather  than  the  exception.     Not  only  were 


Taumctu  Maori  Ceu'rci,  Leeston  Cikccit,  Canteubuky. 


there  horrid  cannibal  orgies  in  times  of  war,  but  human 
life  was  always  held  cheap.  Slavery  was  universal. 
Fifteen  years  after  the  settlement  of  Wesleydale,  six  or 
eight  per  cent,  were  held  in  a  captivity  that  was  at  once 
abject  and  terrible.  While  soukj  freedom  of  movement 
was  allowed,  their  property  and  persons  were  absolutely  at 
the  disposal  of  their  savage  owners.  Whether  men  or 
women,  their  lives  were  not  safe  for  an  hour.     In  a  lecture 

given  by  the  Rev.  J.  Warren 
in  Auckland,  in  1^63,  and 
which  is  full  of  telling  in- 
cidents, he  states  :  "  T  have 
known  se\eral  instances  in 
which  a  chief,  because  he  was 
in  an  ill-humour,  has  dashed 
out  the  brains  of  his  defence- 
less slave,  and  the  only 
remark  I  e\er  heard  made 
was  '  h'fn  aha,  ttana  auo  taua 
])()nontfa,'  (What  of  it,  his 
slave  was  his  own).  Infanti- 
cide was  opeidy  practised. 
A  Native  woman,  in  conse- 
([uence  of  a  (juarrel  with  her 
husband,  would  frequently  in 
a  fit  of  passion  say,  *  Ka 
riniiia  takn  tawaitl  v  an^  and 
would  place  her  hand  over 
the  mouth  and  nostrils  of  her 
child,  nor  move  it  until  the 
infant's  struggles  ceased  in 
death.  Suicide  was  exceed- 
ingly prevalent.  A  son  of 
Patuone  died  of  consumption 
near  Mangungu.  His  two 
wives,  both  \ery  young 
women,  fearing,  if  they 
lived,  to  be  reproached  for 
want  of  affection  to  their 
husband,  immediately  hanged 
themselves.  Mr.  Hobbs 
visited  the  village,  and  saw 
the  corpses  seated  in  state  on 
each  side  of  the  dead  husband. 
When  he  reasoned  with 
those  around  on  the  folly  aAd  crime  of  the  procedure,  the 
answer  was,  *  With  the  pak(»ha,  who  are  a  people  of  little 
love  for  their  dead,  the  thing  may  be  evil  :  with  the 
Maori  it  is  a  good  and  right  thing.'  "  Mr.  Warren  reports 
that  he  himself  once  enteied  a  kainija,  wheie  a  young 
chief  had  just  died.  He  went  into  the  whare  where  the 
father  and  other  relatives  were  mourning  for  the  departed. 
While  there  word  Wtis  brought  that  his  wife  had  shot 
herself,  and  the  onh'  comment  was  that  of  the  young  man's 
father — ^^Kapail'^  (good).  On  the  Waima  Station,  two 
mothers  each  lost  her  only  child.  While  one,  a  Christian, 
went  to  weep  and  pray  with  the  Missionary's  wife,  the 
other  immediately  hanged  herself.  That  suicide., 
infanticide,  murdev,  awd  <i^T«v^\iX\«v\i  '^wiN.^^  V\\>wsxn.  ^s^wsviN* 
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twenty  years,  have  eonie,  l>y  the  iiiilueiiec  uf  the  Christian 
teaehers,  t^)  1k»  rc«rard(Ml  as  (lisn»putable,  and  exe(?pt  in 
isohited  cjises  never  heard  of,  was  surely  a  si«rnal  triumi>h. 
The  manuniissio!:  of  hlr^'e  numbers  of  slaves  was  in  some 
n»spects  a  still  more  powerful  tribute  to  the  influence  of 
Christianity.     It  meant  on  the  part   of  the  former  owner. 


('\kVHi    I*\MiLKs      Hk\I'>    i»K    tV\NPK.> 


I'h,.;,.  l.'n.il,,  l.nf  l-U  Mr.    W.  .!.  .1 


loss  nf  wealth,  fliunity,  and  powcM*.  It  mnipi'llrd  him  also 
to  laboin",  v<'l  it  wns  <lom'  at  thrir  own  option.  A  lariir 
mcH'tin;,'  was  held  al  Hokian^^a,  when  the  nuestif)n  was 
disi-u<s('<l,  ]>ro  and  con,  for  two  or  thrre  thiys.  At  last  it 
n/is  clnsi'ii  hy  a  chief,  w'iio  (Jeclared  :  '*  This  is  the  day  in 


which  my  heart  rejoices.  This  is  tlio  year  of  juijilt^-," 
Then  turnin;^  to  the  slaves,  ho  said,  "  Gu,  children,  j,mi  io 
peace.  Those  whom  the  Son  makes  free,  tliey  are  fnr 
indeed."  Publi«r  o])inion  on  this  point  was  so  stroiii;.  tliat 
(»ven   heathen  chiefs  yielde<l  to  it,   and  set  their  capiivr* 

A  few  jHM-sons,  whiie 
unable  to  deny  that  tlu'ie 
was  a  ^I'neral  acc»*ptaiK-r 
of  Christian  teachiuL'.  vH 
ill  view  of  the  sad  n-iMji^Hs 
of  indi>iduals.  ainl  tin- 
blij:ht  which  ramr  iij*.u 
once  tlourishing  con^ivi;* 
tioiis,  sup[)ose  theiv  wa» 
never  any  rhanL'f  <'f  heart. 
,  that    tlifir    religion  wjin  a 

lip  servirt'  only.      In  \ie» 
'  of   almost    iiund)eilf's<  in- 

stances, this  jMisiiiini  t-ais 
not  l)e  iiiaintaine<l.  Tmii 
illustralixi'  eav«-s.  ak* 
taken  fnnn  Mr.  ^Van♦■ll^ 
l<H-ture,  will  snltiii-.  lU- 
sj»eaks  of  one  man  win. 
was  iiinnc.'isurahly  tin- 
woi-st  Maori  ho  rw-v  knt-w, 
and  dceUrrs  tliat  nicant  h 
i^n^at  (h'al.  "  He  was  such 
a  i'oin]>ound  of  arn»'^aiKr 
and  ni(*ann<'s.s.  sudi  aii 
arrant  liar,  and  sui.-ii  hm 
incoiri;:ibIr  thift.  that 
r\rn  tin'  Natives  diii  li^t 
respect  him.  He  t«jok  tlit 
lead  in  a  eannibal  ti'U<t. 
which  was  liehi  ni-;ir  tin- 
|»hue  on  which  the  staiii'ii 
was  formed,  only  a  lltlk* 
time  before  1  went  llien\ 
and  ))oinle<l  out  io  mi', 
with  a  horrid  lauuh  of 
satisfaetion  that  wtniM 
ha\e  become  the  dtvjl 
himself,  the  skulls  t»f  iln' 
persons  they  had  talrn 
stickin;;  uj>  on  poles,  ami 
the  teeth  wliich  they  hdul 
in  derision  driven  into  ilu- 
trees.  Jiti  was  for  Mtnit- 
time  a  terril)le  nui<aiK-e, 
as  we  knew  nothing;  of  ilir* 
lani^uajjje  or  customs  of  iIih 
peoph*.  He  w«>uld  nianii 
into  the  bouse  aiitl  lukr' 
the  butter  fiom  the  laliV. 
and  anoint  bi>  I  eaii  xiit'i 
it,  and  appropriate  aiiv- 
tliin*^  whicli  be  d"^irt*<l  t  - 
have,  at  the  same  limr 
prelendini^  to  U^  <'ur 
j»atr»)n  and  friend.  He  attended  worship  for  some  tiiiit. 
I  think,  because  it  ^ave  him  consequence  to  Ihj  considrmi 
the  protettor  «)f  the  pakelia.  l>y  ile«^rees  be  came  uii'irr 
the  intlueiict^  of  tlivine  truth,  was  ^ri»atly  disti'e*sscil  i-n 
account  of  his  wickedness,  and  found  the  ptirdoning  meri-} 
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d.  He  was  for  several  years  a  consistent  Christian, 
red  his  last  a£Biction,  which  was  grave  and  protracted, 
exemplary  patience,  and  I  saw  him  die  full  of  peace 
joy."  Mr.  Warren  concluded  his  recital  of  this 
Doe  with  the  statement :  "  The  salvation  of  this  poor, 
ided  cannibal  is  to  me  ample  recompense  for  all  that  I 
been  called  to  do  or  suffer  during  my  Missionary  life 
Few  Zealand."  The  other  was  equally  impressive, 
jh  of  a  different  kind.  After  the  Christmas  Day 
08  at  Waima,  says  the  narrator,  **  I  was  sitting 
ng  under  a  tree,  near  the  door  of  my 
%  when  an  old  Native,  who  had  been 
I  Uind  for  twenty  years,  came  walking 
the  serpentine  path  from  the  chapel. 
18  interested  in  my  book,  and  did  not 
iver  myself  to  the  old  man.  He 
led  for  a  moment  at  the  window,  and, 
ing  no  one,  was  about  to  depart,  when 
staff  with  which  he  was  walking  came 
€11  tact  with  a  vine  which  grew  by  the 
This  attracted  his  attention,  and 
>ing    down,    he    felt    the  vine,   carried 

hand  along  the  stock  to  the  first 
ch,  and  then  along  the  branch  to  a 
h  of  young  grapes  near  the  end.  Ht^ 
I  and  meditated  for  a  moment,  and  then 
fing  his  hand  back  to  the  stock,  said  in 
ri,  *  How  appropriate  are  the  parables  of 
>tare — I  am  the  Vine,  ye  are  the 
ches.  If  I  were  united  to  Christ  as  the 
ch  is  to  this  vine,  I  should  be  alive  and 
fnl.*  Then  he  walked  down  the  path, 
ing  eam?8tly  to  Christ  to  take  him  into 
nate  and  vital  union  with  Himself."  Tlie 
donary  adds  :  '*  I  had  known  this  man,  a 
aded  heathen,  as  blind  in  mind  as  in 
%  and  I  believe  as  totally  ignorant  as  an 

He  had,  however,  for  several  years 
ioasly  given  perfect  satisfaction  to  me  of 

genuineness  of  his  Christianity."  In 
e  and  hundreds  of  other  instances,  all  the 
ks  of  a  true  and  genuine  conversion  were 
ented. 

;  has  been  further  supposed  that  the 
lesale  departure  from  Ciiristianity  was 
to  deceit  or  breach  of  faith,  t,e,,  either 

they  did  not  understand  the  sweeping 
irions  of  the  Waitangi  Treaty,  or  that 
e  provisions  were  overridden  to  their 
d vantage.  Pmbably  on  these  points  a 
donary  is  a  more  credible  witness  than 
ovemment    official.     Mr.    Warren,    who 

present   when   the  Treaty   was  signed, 

they  understood  it  perfectly.  Quoting 
ami  proverb  respecting  a  shrewd  man — 
B  was  bom  with  his  teeth  " — he  showed 

it  was  very  difficult  to  overreach  a  Native,  and  that 
•  understood  and  heartily  ajpproved  of  the  Crown 
ng  the  pre-emptive  right.  From  his  own  knowledge, 
believed  they  had  ^n  treated  justly,  and  even 
vroosly,  bv  the  Government  As  to  the  idea  of  manoy 
sh  was  then  very  much  debated,  his  judgment  was — 
he  was  a  competent  and  cool-headed  observer — that  it 
largely  of  pakeha  origin,  and  used  by  designing  and 

Natives  to  give  a  reasonable  colour  to  their  ceaseless 
fttion  respecting  land. 


The  question  then  still  remains.  How  was  it  that  a 
Mission,  amongst  a  people  so  capable,  one  really  successful, 
and  which  had  spread  so  widely,  declined  with  such 
rapidity?  The  Rev.  S.  IronsidOf  to  whose  excellent  work 
in  the  early  days  we  have  referred  at  length,  supplies 
certain  cogent  reasons.  Writing  from  Tasmania  twenty-five 
years  after  his  own  connection  with  the  colony  had  ceased, 
he  attributes  it  mainly  to  the  following  causes — the 
ungodly  lives  of  some  of  the  first  settlers,  their  habitual 
disregard   of  the  Lord's  Day,  the  manner  in  which  they 


Eru£TI  ti  Ahuranoi  (supported  by  the  Helping  Hand  Mission  in   the   King 
Country).  [Frowi  block  kindly  Unit  by  Rev.  W,  S/fir/«ir.] 

took  advantage  of  the  Natives  in  trading,  and  the  fact 
that,  when  they  were  in  a  transition  state  and  moHt 
needed  pastoral  care,  the  English  grants  were  so  largely 
reduced  that  it  became  impossi  Ae  to  maintain  an  efficient 
staff.  These  influences  had,  of  course,  been  in  operation 
from  the  beginning.  But  as  the  years  passed  the  white 
population  increased,  and  intercourse  between  the  two 
races  was  more  common,  they  were  more  distinctly 
realised.  Then,  too,  the  Maoris  who  first  accepted  the 
truth,  while  in  the  ardour  of  their  <<firat  love"  lKjl^&\l!:A.^2««^ 
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tendency  to  forsake  God  and  righteous- 
ness, but  as  their  fervour  cooled  and 
religion  degenerated,  it  was  easy  to  find 
an  excuse  for  their  own  shortcomings  in 
the  misdoings  of  others.  Apart,  how- 
ever, from  these,  and  from  the  unfortu- 
nate war  and  its  calamitous  consequences, 
there  were  other  things  wliich  had  a 
deterioratingeffect,  and  which  contributed 
to  the  sad  result.  As  an  interested 
observer  for  over  thirty  years,  it  seems 
proper  to  refer  to  tliem. 

Among  these  stands  out  prominently 
the  fact  that  the  Maori  churches  were 
never  suthciently  impi-essed  with  the 
duty  of  supporting  religious  ordinances 
by  tlieir  contributions.  The  New  Testa- 
ment law  is  that  "  they  who  preach  the 
Gospel  should  live  of  the  Oospol."  Paul 
argues  V(*ry  sti'ongly  that 
if  Christian  teachers  min- 
ister unto  a  people  in 
spiritual  things,  it  is  not 
a  great  matter  if  they  reap 
their  carnal  things.  When 
a  Christian  Mission  is 
commenced,  it  cannot  be 
expected  to  be  self-sup- 
porting, but  this  should 
always  be  aimed  at,  and 
deci(i<'d  steps  taken  in 
that  direction.  In  this 
the  early  Missionaries 
were  somewhat  remiss. 
They  gave  their  own  lime  ^ 

and      strength     freely    to 
them,    but    did    not    insist 

contributions    as     a 
Hence  the  Cliurcli 

aimed  at  indepcnd- 

Ycar  after  year  it 
depended  upon  the  grants 
from  the  Committee  in 
England,  and  later  in 
Australia  or  Auckland. 
Tlie  subject  was  net  (mi- 
tirely  overlooked.  Mr. 
V\^a^ren  stated  that  when 
the  support  of  Mr.  JJuddlc 
ttiken  by  the  European  congregation  in 
Auckland,  he  put  it  before  his  people 
that  they  should  do  likewis(\  J^ut  lie 
confess(»s  he  was  almost  nonplussed  by 
the  reply  of  an  old  chief.  He  dealt  first 
with  the  Biblical  argument,  saying  the 
teacliing  of  Scripture  was,  "  Ho,  ever}' 
one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the 
waters ;  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk, 
without  money  and  without  price." 
Tlierefoie  to  t(?ach  that  it  was  a  thing  of 
trade  and  sliould  be  paid  forwas  evidently 
a  heresy.  Tn  a  like  wily  f  fish  ion  he  dealt 
with  th(?  Auckland  example.  He  said 
in  effect,  "  Yes,  the  Auckland  people 
support  M;.  Buddie.  But  then  he  lives 
as  they  live.     H  you  will  live  as  we  live, 
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we  will  support  you.  We  will  build  you 
a  whare  as  good  or  better  than  mine. 
Your  wife  shall  have  a  finer  mat  than 
mine  has.  We  will  give  you  a  piece  of 
land  to  cultivate  for  food  for  your 
family."  This  will  show  that  they  were 
adepts  at  excusing  themselves,  and  very 
unwilling  to  part  with  cash.  Doubtless 
it  would  have  been  difficult,  probably 
impossible,  for  them  to  support  their 
Missionaries,  for  though  these  lived  in  a 
very  plain  way  for  Europeans,  it  was  far 
more  costly  than  the  Maoris.  It  i.«?  also 
plearled  that  they  had  very  little  money, 
and  though  they  were  willing  to  give 
produce,  it  could  not  be  sold.  But  aft<^r 
all  th(^  fact  remains,  that  when  they  set 
their  minds  on  anything  else — horses,  or 
boats,  or  jewellery — they  could  find 
means  to  purchase  them. 
So  could  they  have  done 
for  religious  purposes. 
And  the  fact  that  they 
did  not  (with  rare  excep- 
tions) exercise  forethought 
*  and  self-denial  that  they 
might  give,  shows  there 
was  something  defective 
in  their  practice,  and 
argues  a  lack  in  their 
teaching.  Its  reflex  in- 
fluence upon  themselves 
was  decidedly  evil.  The 
j)olicy  of  the  Mission 
authorities  of  the  early 
days  was  also  mistaken. 
They  lightly  forbade  their 
agents  trafficking  in  lands 
for  tlieir  own  advantage, 
and  it  is  greatly  to  the 
credit  of  the  fathers  of  the 
Mission  that  this  prohibi- 
tion was  respteted.  But 
surely  it  would  have  V>eeri 
a  prudent  thing  to  allow 
the  Maoris  to  set  apart, 
as  they  were  willing  to  do, 
and  as  the  law  allowed 
them,  blocks  of  land  for  Mission 
pur{)oses.  These,  wisely  chosen  and 
well  managed,  would  in  most  cases  have 
j)rovid»Hl  a  sufficient  endowmcmt  to  tide 
the  Mission  over  the  period  of  financial 
stringency  that  was  bound  to  come. 
But  such  was  the  dread  of  secularising 
the  agents,  and  the  dread  of  endowments, 
that  this  was  not  permitted  until  too 
late. 

Nor  was  there  sufficient  variety  of 
mental  aliment  supplied.  The  Mission- 
jiries  were  most  praiseworthy  in  their 
efforts  to  give  them  the  Scriptures  in 
their  own  language.  A  complete  iHlitiim 
of  the  New  Testament  was  issued 
from  the  Episcopal  Mission  press 
at    Paihia    .as    early    jis     1837.     From 
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translation  was  printed  afterwards  the  edition 
m  thousand  copies,  given  to  tlie  two  Protestant 
ions  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 
Old  Testament  was  produced  in  three  separate 
nes,  the  fii-st  of  which  bears  the  imprint  "Purewa, 
."  This  and  the  subsequent  parts  were  prepared  by 
Antral  Committee  of  the  (Episcopal)  Church  Mission 
ew  Zealand.  The  Wesleyan  Missionaries  aided  in  the 
ilation,  and  the  Book  of  Job  was  chiefly  Mr.  Hobbs' 
:.  This  was  also  printed  by  tlie  Bible  Society.  A 
mittee  of  Episcopal  and  Wesleyan  Missionaries,  of 
h  Messrs. •Hobbs,  Buddie,  and  Reid  were  members, 
ed  the  translation  in  1856,  giving  to  the  work  much 
Hit  labour.  From  this  the  Maori  Bible  was  printed  in 
volume  in  England  in  1878.  Nearly  twenty  years 
',  this  was  again  thoroughly  revised  by  that  competent 
lar,  the  Rev.  Dr.   Mauns(»]l,  and   carried    through   the 


products  for  many  years  were  devoted  to  teaching  the 
religion  of  Jesus.  Schocl  books  and  primers  were  sent 
forth  therefrom,  but  all  regarded  as  agencies  to  lead  the 
people  to  Christ.  Hymns  were  also  composed  or 
translated,  printed  on  sheets  and  memorised,  as  were  also 
the  Catechisms  of  the  Church.  Presently  this  grew  into 
a  complete  service  book,  containing  Wesley's  Abridgment 
of  the  Church  of  England  Liturgy,  Hymns,  Catechisms, 
Ortices  and  Prayers.  This  was  printed  and  bound  at 
Mangungu,  and  circulated  in  large  numbers.  After 
Auckland  city  was  founded,  it  was  found  cheaper  to 
contract  for  printing.  Three  editions  of  this  service  book 
have  since  been  brought  out.  The  first,  issued  from  the 
old  New  Zealander  office,  was  simply  a  reprint  of  the 
Mangungu  one.  Thirty  yeai's  later  it  was  modernised, 
more  Hymns  instated,  an(i  some  of  the  old  ones  revised, 
the  Psahns  for  the  Day  added,   and  printcnl  by    Tin    Nt'iv 


A  Grave  on  a  Mission  Station,  Te  Kopua,  Waipa. —  3f/v.  Buttle,  obit.,  1857. 


»  by7him  with  the  valuable  help  of  the  Rev.  H.  H. 
ry.  Other  issues  have*  followed,  and  the  total  number 
[aori  Scriptures  or  parts  thereof  printed  by  the  Bible 
ety  has  been  144,224  copies.  As  previously  notcnl,  the 
ers  of  the  Wesleyan  Mission  soon  felt  their  n(»ed  of  a 
ting  press.  One  was  obtained.  There  were  difficulties 
rorking  it,  which  have  their  ludicrous  side,  but  which 
I,  a  thousand  miles  from  a  civilised  country,  were 
)U8  enough.  More  than  once  the  supply  of  printing 
jr  failed,  and  wrapping  paper  had  to  be  used.  Some- 
«  the  types  gave  out,  but  usually  Mr.  Hobbs' ingenuity 
noun  ted  the  latter  drawback,  and  good  work  wa«i  done. 
first  word  printed  at  that  press  was  "Jesus,"  the  title 
i  tract  setting  forth  the  world's  Saviour.  Whether 
was  intended  as  a  conseci-aticm  is   unknown,  but  its 


/jpalnnd  Iferahl  in  1879.  Five  years  ago  this  was 
carefully  revised  by  Messrs.  Lawry  and  Gittos,  sundry 
improvements  made,  put  into  a  more  convenient  form, 
and  printed  at  the  same  office.  All  these  were  appreciated 
by  the  Native  congregations,  and  the  last  has  become 
quite  popular.  The  Church  is  greatly  indebted  to  the 
llev.  H.  H.  Lawry  for  his  care  in  passing  it  through  th(» 
press.  A  tract  on  the  advantages  of  peace,  published 
by  the  Rev.  J.  Whiteley  forty  years  since,  was  a 
creditable  production,  and  had  a  large  circulation. 
It  is  now  so  rare  that  collectors  regard  it  as  a  great 
prize.  A  sermon  of  John  Wesley's  on  *'The  Almost 
Christian "  was  also  printed,  and  probably  preached 
in  every  congregation  of  tlie  Mission.  When  the  Rev.  R. 
Young  was  in  Auckland   in   1858,    Mr.   Smales  supplied 
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im  with  a  list  of  all  the  publications  in  Maori  up  to  that 

ate.     There  are   not  more  than  twenty-five  all  told.     Of 

hese  six  are  said  to  have  been  printed  by  the  Episcopal 

lission,  seven  by  the  Wesleyans,  four  by   Government, 

ikI  live  or  six  by  the   Roman  Catholics.      Ainon^    tlie 

►nnluctions  of  the   Mangungu  press  was  a  pamphlet  on 

'  Tho  Nature  and  Constitution  of  the  Church,"  showin*2f 

111  attempt   to  educate.     But    nearly 

ill  were  of  a  distinctly  religious   type*. 

riie Government  had  striven  to  renu^ly 

his  to  a  small   extent  by  circulating 

>aui|)hlets  on  Savings    I>anks,  Trade 

ind    Connnerce,    and    an    outline    of 

*  Ro])ins(m  Crusoe \' "  life.   It  is  matter 

■or  regret    that    advantage    was    not 

aken  of   the   curiosit}'  of   the   Maoris 

o   give    tliem    clear    ideas    of    other 

unds,    and     of     industries,     by     the 

>nnte<l   page.      Had   this  Immti   done, 

lit'ir  minds  occupied,  and   their  intel- 

ectual  horizr)ii  extendiMl,  their  religion 

vould  probably  have  been  of  a  more 

•obust    and     enlightened    type.     Nor 

^'ould    they   liave    so    easily    fallen    a 

:*rpy  to  fanaticism.     It  is  fair,  however, 

o  say  that   the   ^lission   ag.nts  were 

»'ls<)   hami>ered     by    want    of    funds. 

feides,  forty  y<'ars  since,  tlu;  idea  of 

Cutting  knowle<lge  in  a  pleasant  form 

•vas  only  just  taking  root  in  England, 

'vhile    the    bejiutiful    illustrations    of 

>ur    children's    and    other    hooks    of 

^nlay  were    then  not  only  costly  but 

iiipossible.     This,   however,  is  one  of 

he  methods  that  must  be  laigelyused 

11   the    future.     The    printing    press 

nust     supplement    an<l    enforce     the 

poken  message. 

Probably  a  mistake  was  made  in 
lispensing  s«j  readily  with  the 
authority  of  the  chiefs.  That 
uthority  in  heathen  times  was  all 
mt  absolute.  The  exercise  of  it  by 
erocious  .savages  was  often  unwar- 
antable.  The  Missionaries  declared 
roni  the  Scriptures  that  all  men  were 
qual  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  each 
ne  must  give  account  of  himself. 
'he  result  was  that  the  commonalty 
oon  regarded  themselves  as  the 
quals  of  the  highest  chiefs  in  the 
ind.  It  seemefl  probably  to  the 
eachers  that  they  were  Jisserting 
heir  manluKxl.  So  far,  so  good. 
iut  lK»hind  the  arbitrary  acts  of  the 
awjtitira^  (chiefs)  there  was  a  prin- 
iple  which  had  l»een  pro>ed  wise  by 
he  experience  of  centuries  -namely, 
h.at  in  every  conmiunity  there  must 
e  authority,  that  this  shoulri  not  be  dividinl,  and  that 
ommon  rules  must  be  observed.  Even  behind  the  often 
idiculous  and  sometimes  irritating  ceremonies  of  tapn, 
here  were  truths  to  the  knowledge  of  which  they  hjvd 
lowly  come.  If  the  power  of  the  chiefs  had  been  more 
enerally  upheld,  while  there  was  put  before  them  the 
esponsibility  that  it  entailed,  it  would  have  been  well  for 


all.  As  it  was,  liberty,  in  the  case  of  the  young(»r  men 
degenerated  into  license.  Drink  and  gambling  became 
common  in  the  ^^aori  village.  Th(»  best  of  the  chi(?fs 
deplored  th(»se  evils  ;  they  foresaw  what  the  pernicious 
effects  would  be,  but  the  power  of  enforcing  their  views 
had  been  t^iken  from  them,  and  neither  th(»  Church  nor 
the  State  had  provided  them  with  an  (Efficient  substitute. 


POBIKAPA. — -4  Xativc  Tf'arhfi-  nf  Tuntmiki.      (  Toi  ikni'ti 
War,  and  >(*«(.<  in-rafl ij  ivs/»r(-/''i/  hij  Hnr 


Maori 


The  greatest  misfortune  of  all  was  that  the  Maoris  were 
never  p(»rsonally  employed  in  the  spn'ad  of  the  <Jospel  in 
other  lands.  Christianity  is  a  Missionary  religion.  To 
all  who  embracer  it  the  Masters  coinman<l  is  :  "Co  ye  into 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  (Jospel  to  every  creature." 
Nor  can  a  full-orbed  or  stalwart  piety  exist  unless 
obeiHenci^    is    rendered     thereto.      **  lie     t^Uvvt    ^^\*ot^\-V^ 
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anotlier  shall  be  waUnvd  also  hinisrlf  "  is  a  law  of  the  Divine 
economy.  Where  not  complied  with,  we  ma}^  expect  a 
feeble  church.  This  should  havr  been  put  Ix^fore  the 
Maori  Christians  as  a  distinct  duty,  llavinp;  received 
Christ  themselves,  thry  were  under  ohli^^ation  to  tell 
others  "th<»  good  news."  We  know  the  reasons  which 
have  been  urged  for  not  attempting  this — that  they  wen^ 
only  sui»erticially  instructed  ;  that  they  were  great  home 
lovers  :  and  that  had  they  gone  to  uidu»althy  climes  and 
died  there,  the  .Missionaric^s  would  have  been  blamed. 
None  of  these  stand  the  test  of  examination.  They  loved 
their  island  home,  it  is  true,  but  many  of  them  voyaged  lo 
Sy<lney,  London,  and  America,  that  they  might  see  th«' 
world.     The    same    spirit     of    adventure     and     curiosity 


always  been  i-eady  to  fill  the  vacant  phices.  I 
advantage  Ixvn  taken  of  the  missionary  zeal  of  theue 
convert(»d  Maoris,  and  their  rei>resenta lives  sent  forth, 
results  would  have  b<»en  of  the  happiest  kind.  The; 
and  compassion  of  those  who  thus  went  forth 
"  messengers  of  the  churches  "'  would  have  lx!en  a 
forth  by  seeing  the  needs  of  others  as  it  never  coul< 
hearing,  arid  the  reilex  influence  on  the  New  Zea 
Church  would  have  been  l)er:eficial  and  stinmlative. 
Maoris  are  great  neNv.smongei*s.  Keporls  jwiss  from 
place  to  another  with  great  rapidity.  If  young  men 
women  whom  they  knew  had  undi'rtnkon  .such  mm 
and  written  their  exj>erieiices  to  their  friends,  tlieir  fer 
wouUl   have  l)een  fanned  into  a  thim(»,  which  would! 


MAOUI     IXhrsTKlKS. 
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sanctifiecl  would  have  taken  them  to  otluT  island  groups 
of  the  S(nitli  Seas.  The  veiy  fact  that  they  had  recently 
been  rescued  from  heathenism  themsehes  would  have  gi\en 
force  to  their  pleadings  wilh  others.  When  Fiji  was  to 
be  won  for  Christ,  it  was  the  eonverto<l  Friendly  [slandt-rs 
who  first  carried  them  the  (Jospel  message'.  During  the 
last  tw(*nly-tive  years  seores  of  Fijians,  Sajnoans,  and 
Tonguese  have  gone  to  New  Hrilain,  N(»w  Frelarul.  and  New 
Ciuinea  as  preairher^  anrl  teachers.  They  have?  braved  tln^ 
dangei-s  «)f  malariji,  and  faceil  the  hanlshi})  of  iroing  U)  a 
people  (jf  strange  habits  and  an  unfamiliar  tdiigur.  There 
they  liaNt?  <i»>ne  and  are  dning  good  s«'rviee.  .NFanv  have 
literallv    laid     down     their     Hncs.      IhU     volunteers*    hav(» 


irnlut-ed  >rlf  (Iriiial  anil  eflint  l«)  send  lht»  Cospi'l  to  1 
who  w(M'(»  in  <larkiu'ss.  A^  it  was.  religiously,  they  fo 
most  part  tlmnght  «»f  ihrmselves,  their  Missionary, 
scrN  ices,  their  own  salvation.  Ilenet^  tlu- Church  be 
int'rt,  feeiile,  an<i  unable  to  stand  the  shoek  of  opp 
f<.)rees.  Kven  imw  this  ought  to  b«'  attemjited,  and  ^ 
l)robal)ly  be  the  best  tonic  possible  for  Maori  Christi? 

How  is  tlie  Maori  Church  to  be  revived  genei 
What  means  are  to  be  adopte<l  to  save  the  renniant  > 
remains,  and  to  win  l>ack  to  th<»  fold  those  who 
wan<h'red  .'  What  is  to  be  the  goal  «>f  those  \vh«i  still 
among  iht'in  !     Four  >ugg«*stions  we  venture  ti»  make 

F'irst,  a  nmre  thorough  traiiungof  Native  agents. 
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the  work  must  in  future  be  carri«Hl  on.  The 
re  just  as  much  scattered  as  ever,  while  their 
are  seritiusly  diminished.  The  total  population 
not  more  than  a  fifth  of  what  it  was  wlien  T^eigh 
lis  commission  at  Whangaroa.  A  Fjuropean 
which  would  cover  all  the  ground  is  too  costly  for 
:hes  to  support.  Xor  is  it  the  most  effective. 
their  own   race,  acMjuaiiitod  with   their  habits  of 

thought,     allied     to 

tluMn  by  blood,   and 

"  r—--  received    without 

suspicion,    have    ad- 
vantages   which    the 
pakeha     can     never 
accjuire.       But     to 
make    tlui    most    of 
these    advantages, 
th(\v    must    hav(»    a 
wider  training.  Tlicy 
must     become     sutli- 
rit'ntly  familiar  with 
the     idioms    of     tin* 
Kiiglish   languagt*  to 
enjoy    reading     Kng- 
lish     books,    and     so 
cfdargc  and  fertilise 
their   ideas.      In   the 
past,    many  of   them 
who     knew     English 
colloquially    had     no 
conce})tion      of      the 
commonest     abstract 
terms.      They    must 
be  ih'illed    in  system- 
atitr        theology,       as 
?ing  devout  students  of  the  l»il)Ie.     Tlieir   \viv<'s, 
be  (Hiucated,  so  as  to  be  eompanion-;  and  helpers. 
»y  will    have   resources   in    themsehes,  \vhi«-h  will 
1  from  falling  into  the  laziness  and  waste  of  time 
»   the  besetting  sins  of  Maori  life.     They  will  b(» 
to  hold   their  own  against  emissaries  of  es  il  and 
octrines,  and  against   the  faddists  who  from  time 
isit  their  settlements  to  air   their   juvuliarities. 
)ri  youths  can  be  so  trained  is  pri>ve<l  by  the  fact 
fitthem.selves  for  the  legal  profession,  take  their 
It   the   University,  and  connnaiid   respect    in    tin? 
nt.     Give  the  young  women   the   same  oj)}«>rUi- 
their  own   lines,  and  they  will  prove  themselves 
ipable.     If   it  be   obj(?cted   that    such  an   agency 
expen.sive,  the  obvious  reply  is  that   ')ne  such 
trained  would  be  more  useful    than  half  a  dozen 
\y  fitted  for   the  work.      Kespecting  himself,  h(» 
respected  by  his  people.      Many  Maoris  are  able 
.     Strengthen   their  minds    by  discipline,    train 
\ct  upon  reflection  rather  than  impulse,  and  they 
.te  their  hearei-s  also. 

lese  agents  there  must  l)e  exercise<l  vigilant  and 
supiTvision.  The  whoh*  history  of  ^Iissi<ms  in 
I  Pacific  shi)ws  that  the  government  and  direction 
lurch  cannot  safely  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
for  many  years  after  they  embrace  the  (iosj)el. 
5n if y  smalf  faults,  are  too  harsh  in  tlu»  inflict iim 
4iastical  penalties,  and  too  minute  in  their 
mta.  The  old  tendency  to  *'  tithe  mint,  anise, 
min,"  and  neglect  the  weightier  matters  of  the 
Is  itself.     To  guard  against  these  evils  they  must 
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be  under  the  control  and  directi(m  of  a  man  of  well 
balanced  mind,  calm  judgment,  and  experic^nce.  He 
should  also  l>e  a  man  of  definite  aims,  and  while  suave  in 
manner,  one  who  will  not  etisily  swerve  from  well-matured 
plans.  The  Native  agents  must  be  kept  up  t<i  the  mark. 
The  Maori  is  e.ssentially  ease-loving.  Promj)titude  has  no 
attraction  for  him,  time  is  of  little  imj>ortance.  He  easily 
relapses  into  slipshod  habits,  and  has  little  idea  of  method 
or  the  importance  of  d(;tails.  Hence  the  Euroju^an  pastor 
in  charge  nmst  insist  upon  reading  for  their  own  improve- 
ment, regularity  in  holding  services,  punctuality  as  to 
times,  the  careful  training  of  the  child n^n,  and  putting 
conscience  into  all  these  matters. 

With  this,  tlu?re  sln)uld  be  a  more  complete;  and  formal 
organisation  of  the  Maori  churches.  Church  courts  should 
be  set  up  and  maintained.  While  there  is  n(»  attempt  to 
restrain  thought  or  pn»vent  its  honest  expression, 
uprightness  of  character  must  be  regarded  as  essential, 
and  diligent  attendance  on  the  ordinances  and  dischargt* 
of  the  duties  of  Christianity  expected  from  the  church 
members.  Then  those  whose  character  has  been  duly 
t<'sted  should,  as  stewards,  local  j)reachers,  class  lea<lers, 
tVrc,  be  gradually  entrusted  with  the  same*  <luties  and 
responsibdilies  that  otlicers  of  the  same  <iesignation  have 
in  our  Eurojican  churches.  They  would  realise  then  that 
the  Church  is  not  an  exotic,  but  a  growth  among  them- 
selves. They  wouhl  gradually  cojn<'  to  feel  an  honourable 
pride  in  supi)orting  their  ministers  and  caring  for  their 
sanctuaries.  Ueieiving  tidings  from  their  own  sons  in  the 
foreign  field,  they  would  rejoice  in  the  triumphs  of  a 
world  wide  faith.  With  the  }»rcaching  and  experience 
meeting,  there  should  b(»  associated  the  care  (if  th(»  sick, 
the  helpless,  the  aged,  and  the  spiritually  weak,  and  so 
they  will  practically  learn  that  "he  that  saith  he  loveth 
(fod  ought  to  love  his  brother  also." 

More(>\(M".  there   is    urgently  needed    knowledge    of   an<l 
instruction   in   hygient*   and   sanitation.      Tht»    Maori   rac<» 
has  grie\()us|y  sulFered.  and    still    suffers   for    lack  of   this. 
Sc«»res     of     lives     are     lost      every    year     by     ignoranc(», 
carelessness,    or   neglect.      In    the  nature  of   things   there 
seiMus   no   reason  why   the  Maori   should    farie  away  before 
the  Euroi)ean.      In  war,  he   has  shown    himself  capable  of 
enduring  great  fatigues  and  hardships.      JUit  if  the  race  is 
to    be    saved    they    must    be    taught    the     imj)«»rlance    of 
choosing   healthy  sites   for   their   settlements,    and    not    Ut 
build     on     the    edge  of 
a    swamp.     They    must 
lt»arn  that  to  come  from 
th(»    heatecl    atmosphere 
of    the    whare  into   th<' 
cool  night  air  is  nothing 
short  of  suicide.      Plain 
Words  must  be  si>oken  on 
the  evils  of  close   inter- 
marriage,  and    mothers 
must  be  taught   to  <'are 
for  their  j'oung  children. 
They  nmst  1h'  instructed 
that    it    is    as    much    a 
sin      against     Cod      t(» 
trifle     with     their    own 
health  or  that  of  their 
children   iis  it   is   to  lie 
or    to    steal,     ^lission- 
aries    can    do    moi-e    in     Rkv.  Hamati'  Pail. 
these  respects  than  any  yutivr.  i[v\vv*i«Xx  K^^*^'^^vtvv, 


196 


THE   HISTORY   OF   METHODISM   IN   NEW   ZEALAND. 


other  class  of  men.  And  while  th<»y  seek  the  salvation  of 
their  souls,  th(»v  must  care  also  for  their  hodily  condition. 
No  one  who  has  seen  the  Maori  people  in  tluMr  homes, 
who  has  shared  their  kindly  hospitality,  and  noted  the 
simple  dignity  of  their  manners  when  receivin<j  a  visitor, 
but  must  feel  inten^^ely  interested  in  th<»ir  w(?lfare.  Nor 
can  any  person  who  has  watchiMl  their  mental  progress 
undtM'  favourable  circumstances  doubt  their  capacity. 
HundrtMls  of  them  have,  .amid  great  temptations,  lived  a 
Christian  life.  La  then  every  step  possibh^  be  taki'ii  to 
raise  and  elevat  •  them.  L't  them  feel  the  truth,  that 
Christianity  ijitroduces  them  to  the  noblest  brotherhood. 
Let  them  realise  th.il  their  j)'ikeha  brethren  -**  the  heirs 
of  all  the  ages,"  and  of  the  noblest  civilisation  -are  not 
anxious  to  improve  them  oil*  the  fact*  of  the  eai'th,  but  are 
desirous  that  they  should  «l\vell  together  in  this  fair  land. 
The  writer  does    not    expect    any  general    minglinL;  of  th(» 


^       inflMWfr^v. 


them  have  gone  tt)  their  reward,  he  may  say  tliey  wi-re 
men  of  .simple,  earnest  faith,  well-balaiice<l  judgiiipiir.  iiikI 
singularly  uns(»lfish.  Their  memory  is  revei-nl  .m-l 
honoured.  With  considerable  temptations  to  turn  jiNidf 
and  acquire  wealth,  they  were  true  to  their  vocati.m. 
None  attained  more  than  a  moderate  comjKHence.  Sum*- 
who  lived  to  extreme  old  age  were  to  the  end  of  their  duv^ 
in  honourable  poverty,  having  litth*  beyond  their  uvmIm 
retiring  allowances  and  a  eottag;^  home.  Most  had  lar^r 
familiivs,  and  their  sons  and  daughters  occupy  IiDimuraljlf 
positions  in  this  and  the  other  colonies.  They  did  \\\\ni 
th(»y  could  for  the  Maoris  of  their  generation.  In  ili" 
foregoing  j»ages  he  has  allowcil  them,  as  far  as  practiciiolt'. 
to  disclos*^  their  own  purj)i)ses,  and  quoted  tlieir  svit 
words.  Out  of  unpromising  material,  they  <li«I.  by  (mhIs 
blessing,  build  up  churches.  Those  churches  have  lu^^n 
wastj.'d.    Tiiev  are  entrusted  to  us.     With  larger  knuwlc-Lv. 


TuK   M  \<>Ki    .MIs>I(»^■'FlKI,l^~T^)-l^\^. 


Crniip  i,f  Srhi.ol   OuLlrrn,  ( im-rrn  mrhf  Srlmfl ,   Tr   K'linKi,    W'liixi. 


races.  It  mav  not  be  desirable.  lUit  th«?  way  should  be 
open  for  the  capable  ^laoi*i  to  lejirn  any  trade  or  Ht  himself 
for  any  }>rot'ession  to  which  his  natural  gifts  piedispose 
him,  and  the  duties  of  which  he  can  discharge.  And  it 
should  be  the  business  of  the  Missiojiaries  so  to  int.'rcst 
themselves  that  these  (►pportunities  may  be  given. 

In  naming  possible  improvements  in  methods  of 
working,  the  vviiter  is  fai-  from  reflecting  upon  the  noble 
men  who  were  the  pioneers  of  the  (Tos[)el  in  this  land.  It 
was  his  pri village  to  come  to  the  Colony  early  enouirh  to 
make  their  personal  ai-ipiaintance,  and  to  hear  fi'om  their 
own  lips  the  story  of  their  ditliculties  and  successes.  With 
the  exceptij>n  of  ^fessrs.  fjoigh,  Turner,  Ihimby,  Woon, 
Skevington,  and  W.  La  wry,  all  were  known  to  him,  and 
he  was  honoui-ed  with  their  friendship.      Now  that  most  of 


greater  facilities  for  travelling  and  instruction,  it  becunn'^ 
us  to  be  (Mpially  faithful  in  discharging  our  duties  ti»w;u»K 
the  descendants  of  their  converts  an<l  those  whom  tlK-y 
were  unable  to  reach.  Kven  sht)uld  that  involve  "  tli-* 
white  mnuH  burden,"  of  which  Kipling  speaks,  it  must  1>p 
unshrinkingly  borne. 

Gladly  do  we  record  our  conviction  that  the  Kur»»p"an 
churches  of  the  colony  are  perfectly  willing  to  sec<uid  tlv 
effort  of  their  leaders^  in  this  respect.  Let  it  be  shown 
only  that  an  honest  attempt,  on  common-sense  lines,  i«i 
being  made  to  carry  the  (xospel  to  every  hnihja,  and  to  let 
every  ^laori — man,  woman,  and  child — have  the  offer  of 
salvation,  and  tlu;  bcMieiits  of  Christianity,  and  they  will 
supply  the  needful  funds.  Twt)  wives  of  Missiouarit^^ 
linishtMl    their   course   on    Mac^-i    stations.      Mi-s.    H.    H. 


MAORI  MISSIONS. 
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ten  is  buried  at  Ngaiuotu,  and  tlic  dust  of  Mrs. 
tie  rests  at  Te  Kopua.  In  graveyards  up  and  down 
colony,  and  in  England,  Australia,  and  Tasmania,  the 
ains  of  the  fii*st  Missionaries  "  await  the  resurrection 
he  just.*'  They,  and  many  Maoris  whom  they  brought 
rod,  will  "awake  to  everlasting  life."  They  have  left 
r  unfinished  work  to  us  as  a  sacred  le^gacy.  By  the 
llection  of  what  English  Metho^lists  did  three-quarters 
century  since  and  for  forty  yeai  s  after,  by  our  regard 
the  heroic  toilers  of  days  gone  by,  and  by  the  fact  that 


these  people  are  our  neighbours,  we  are  pledged  efficiently 
to  maintAin  the  Maori  Mission.  Let  it  be  done  with  a 
glad  heart.  Then,  there  may  not  again  be  seen,  the  largo 
congregations  of  half  a  century  since,  or  the  sta-rtling 
conversions  of  that  day,  yet,  one  by  one  they  will 
be  won  to  Christ,  and  the  Methodist  Church  of 
New  Zealand  will  be  able  to  present  the  vitali8e<l 
and  revivified  Maori  churches  to  her  Iy)rd,  and  say, 
**Lo,  hore  am  I ;  and  the  children  which  Thou  hast  given 
me. 


lIoKIANGA. — -4  Ornviu^   \'lnr  t-inni'inj  Foi'mer  M'^^stun  House  at   Wainui,  J)'< 
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"THE    OLD    ORDER    CHANOETH."  g) 

7^ 


Maori  Weapons,  Imi'Lkmknts,  am»  Cikios. 


MARTIN.  PHOTO. 


M(»iNT   Albert   Chi'Rcii   anh    Schoolroom.— vl'/tHa/«(i   (Fitt 
iStrct't)  Circuit. 


THE   COLONIAL   CHURCHES. 


I. -AUCKLAND  DISTRICT. 


TBJEW  ZEALAND  differs  from  all  the  Australian 
JjI^  Colonies  in  not  having  one  great  centre  of 
'  population    onl}-.     Tiiis    is    eliielly   owing    to    its 

physical  configuration.  Sydney  Harbour  must  always  be 
the  gateway  to  New  South  Wales,  Port  Piiilip  the  chief 
inlet  of  Victoria,  and  Spencer  Gulf  the  entrance  to  South 
Australia.  Hence  SydiK^y,  Melbourne,  and  Adelai<ie  will 
Uwajs  be  the  chief  centres  of  those  Colonies.      lUit  New 


Zealand,  with  its  extensive  coast-line,  possesses  numerous 
safe  and  excellent  harbours.  This  has  naturally  led  to  a 
wide  diffusion  of  the  population.  Even  when  the  number 
of  its  people  was  not  one-fourth  of  what  it  now  is,  they 
were  scatteied  over  the  whole  land,  and  small  settlements 
were  to  be  found  from  Mangonui  to  the  Bluff.  The 
colonisation  of  the  land  was  also  begun  at  different  points, 
and   in  a  variety  of  wa3^s.     To    the  New  Zealand  Land 


Pitt  Street  Chubch,  Auckland. 
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discovery    of    ^^oUl    was 
settlement,  but  onee  it 


Company  is  owing  the  formation  of  the  Wellington, 
Nelson,  New  Plymouth,  and  Wanganui  settlements. 
After  the  abortive  attempt  to  form  a  decent  township  in 
the  Bay  of  Islands,  Auckland,  as  the  seat  of  Government 
and  the  great  centre  of  Maori  trade,  naturally  attracted  a 
large  number  of  enterprising  persons.  Judicious  advertis- 
ing in  the  English  papers,  and  free  grants  of  land  by  the 
Provincial  Government  to  immigrants  who  paid  their  own 
passages,  brought  in  a  steady  stream  of  iirnnigrants  for 
several  years.  Otago  was  the  chosen  field  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland  for  its  colonising  experiment,  and  its 
chief  city,  surrounding  settlemonts,  and  streams  bear 
evidence  in  their  names  of  the  love  that  the  first  residents 
there  cherished  for  the  land  from  Avhence  they  came. 
The  uniijue,  well  arranged,  and  successful  emigration 
scheme  of  the  Church  of  Kngland  followed  later,  resulting 
in  the  establishment  of  the  nourishing  Province  of 
Canterbuiy.  Southland,  with  its  broad  plains  and 
valuable  timber  forests,  soon  drew  adventurous  Scotchmen 
thither,  and  so  Jnvercarnill  became  anotlier centre  of  trade 
and  population.  Not  until  the 
Westland  thought  of  as  a  held  for 
was  found  in  great  (juantities 
in  the  sixties,  thousands  of 
Australian  miners  soon  '  - 
swarmed  upon  its  beaches, 
and  the  towns  of  Hokitika, 
Grey,  Charleston,  and  W(>st- 
port  sprang  up  like  magic. 
After  some  years  of  st  ruggling 
through  the  forest  in  and 
beyond  Wairarajja,  Welling 
ton  pastoialists  found  their 
way  to  th(!  fertile  lands  of 
Hawke's  l>ay,  and  so  Na|)ier 
wasstart^Ml,  and  a  little  latei-, 
Gisborne.  These  have  all 
become  centres,  and  from 
them  the  population  has 
gradually  extended  into  the 
districts  beyond.  Nc^cessarily 
the  growth  and  expansion  of 
the  churches  have  been  deter- 
mined by  the  same  causes,  and  in  ft) 
the  same  course  must  be  ])ursued. 


Skkt(H   ok  First  Mkthodist  Cuchch   in  Aim  ki.am>. 


tlieir  history 


Auckland,  the  Queen  City  of  the  North, 

fair  and  beautiful,  comes  fust.  Although,  as  a  matter  of 
history,  a  Wesleyan  Minister  resided  in  Wellington  some 
two  or  three  years  before  one  vvas  appointed  to  Auckland, 
yet  the  Empire  City  did  not  for  a  generation  compete  with 
its  northern  rival.  As  the  olKcial  residence  of  the 
Governor,  the  headquarters  of  Maoridom,  the  (.\»])6t  of 
vessels  going  to  and  from  the  Islands,  Auckland  grew 
rapidly.  It  is  an  ideal  site  for  a  great  commercial  centre, 
and  the  beauty  of  its  situation,  and  the  mildness  of  the 
climate,  leave  little  to  be  desired.  Placed  on  the  narrow 
isthmus  which  divides  the  noble  harbour  of  Waitemata 
from  that  of  Manukau,  connnanding  both  coasts,  with 
waterways  that  run  so  sinuously  into  the  land  that  all  the 
Northern  Peninsula  seems  intersected  by  them,  it  must 
become  the  training  ground  of  a  maritime  population.  Its 
noble  background  in  Mount  Eden,  the  striking  volcanic 
cone  of  Rangitoto  seawards,  the  islands  which  cheiiuer  the 
Ilauraki  Gulf,  the  many  pleasant  bays  in  which  yachts 
may  ride  at  anchor,  and  houses  nestle  on  their  shores,  the 


eligible  points  from  whiciiali  around  glorious  and  exceii8ivt 
views  of  sea  and  land  are  obtainable,  all  make  it  a  very 
paradise.     To-day,  with  the  noble  Domain  as  the  play- 
ground of  its  people,  the  Albert  Park  — "  a  thing  of  beauty 
and  a  joy  for  ever  " — in  its  very  centre,  the  Western  Park, 
and  the  site  of  the  old  Episcopal  Church,  by  the  generosity 
of  one  of  its  citizens  made  over  in  perpetuity  for  recreation 
purposes,  there  are  few  cities  in  Australasia,  or,  indeed, 
in  the  world,  to  compare  with  it.     But  in  the  earl}'  forties, 
it    looked    by  no    means    attractive.     A  year  after  the 
Governor  came  thither,  the  stumps  of  trees  were  still  to  be 
found  in  Shortland  Street,  although  it  was  then   and  for 
years  afterwards  the  principal  street  in  Auckland.     Queen 
Street,  to  the  south  of  Wyndham  Street,  was,  for  a  chain 
in    length,    an     impassable    bog,    and  northward,  it   was 
neither  formed  nor  cleared.     Ligar's  Canal  ran  at  one  side 
of  it,  and  a  tidal  creek  came  up  to  the  foot  of  Shortland 
Crescent.     Beyond,  the  hills  were  covered  with  ti-trce,  and 
it  was  (juite  a  journey  out  of  town  to  go  up  to  Karangaliape 
Boad.     The  first  settlers  clustered  closely  together,  mainly 
in    OlHcial     and     Mechanics'    P>ay,   a    few    tents    dotting 
Constitutiim    Hill.      For    more    than   a  decade,   the  chief 

warehouses  were  in  High 
Street,  the  principal  shops 
in  Shortland  Street,  and  the 
private  dwellings  in  the  bays 
named  and  around  the  foot 
of  Barrack  Hill.  The  amounts 
received  for  town  allotments 
at  the  first  sal(»  had  surprised 
the  orticials.  But  for  years 
the  people  were  in  humble 
ciicumstances.  Most  of  them 
had  come  to  better  their 
condition.  Th.ey  were  not 
overburdened  with  this  world's 
goods,  and  it  was  an  uphill 
struggle.  \\'hile  they  were 
freed  from  the  biting  frosts 
and  s(»vere  snowstoi-ms  of 
Great  Britain,  the  heavy 
semi-tropical  rains  poured 
down  pitilessly  upon  them. 
Many  lived  in  tents  ;  a  few  put  up  weather-board  houses  ; 
and  perhaps  the  most  comfortHblc  were  those  who  had  got 
tiie  Maoris  to  construct  raupo  whares  for  them.  Stocks 
of  clothing  and  tools  were  low,  money  was  scarce,  and 
ordinary  labour  poorly  paid.  Among  tliose  early  settlers, 
however,  were  some  "  who  feared  the  Lord  and  thought 
upon  His  ways  ';  and  who  had  been  accustomed  to 
Alethodist  services  in  the  Old  Land.  Included  among  the 
refugees  from  Kororarika  and  W'hangarei  were  some  also 
who  had  been  privileged,  occasionally  at  legist,  to  listen  to 
the  preaching  of  the  Missionaries.  They  desired  services 
of  the  kind  such  as  they  had  formerly  enjoyed.  The  need 
was  soon  supplied. 

A  Sawpit  for  a  Sanctuary. 

The  Missionaries  on  their  bush  stations  were  neither 
oblivious  to  the  efforts  at  colonisation,  nor  unmindful  of 
the  spiritual  necessities  of  their  countrymen,  who  began 
to  arrive  in  numbers.  They  felt  they  were  calle<l  to 
preach  the  Gospel  to  them.  Moreover,  the  fact  that 
a  European  connnunity  was  being  establishe<l  in  Auck- 
land, brought  crowds  of  Maoris  thither  to  barter  their 
produce.     It    was    necessary   to   care   for    their   spiritual 
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ilso.  To  tlui  late  iU'\.  James  iJuller  belongs  the 
)f  unfurling  the  Methodist  Hag  in  the  city.  His 
X  Kaipara  was  th(»  nearest,  and  ho  deemed  it  his 
pastorise  those  who  luul  eome  into  his  parish.  He 
hoso  whom  ho  kn(?w,  and  arranged  for  a  service*  on 
is  Day.  The  j)laep  of  worship  was  primitive,  and 
imndings  unpoetieal.  As  in  fjondon,  the  first 
the  Wesleyan  C'hinvh  was  a  disused  foundry,  and 
?  wide-sprejid  M(»thodism  of  the  I'nited  States  lias 
roni  a  meeting  held  in  a  sail-loft,  in  John  Street, 
rk  City,  so  Auckland    M<'tliodism  had  an  humble 

origin.  All  the 
sawing  of  logs 
int(»  boards  wjis 
thru  don<'  by 
h;irid.  and  as 
houses  were 
ne<Mled  in  the 
eity,  this  was 
a  fl  o  u  rish  iug 
trade.  In  a  s:iw- 
])it  of  tills  old 
])atl"in,  in  Me 
eliani<-s'  l>ay,  the 
iiisi  servi<'e  was 
held.  Tii(»  songs 
of  /ion  floated 
upon  tli<'  ail', 
p  r  a  y  e  r  w  a  s 
o  tl'r  r  «'  (1,  t  h  e 
Si)  ip(ui«'s  read, 
and  a  praotieal 
siTiimn  preached 
It  was  fojloweil 
"^■^■~"'"^~'~"""— "— ""'~~'*~*""^  1)V  other  iiH'et- 
^'•^«'"^^-'^-  ings;it   the  same 

The  results  al.>ide  to  this  day.      Anionic    tli  se   who 
rat^teil  thither,  was  a  youni;  lady,  the  daughter  of 
le  early  settlers.      Ihwiring   the   sinicinic,    she   took 
brothers,    ycKini^^er    than    her-^elf,    to    the  sawpit 
and   thus   the  Wilson    family,    honourably    known 
.'e  in  Aucklancl  Mi?thodism,  l)ei'aine  idenlilied  with 
:it  cause.      Her  father,  who  was  one  of  th(»  earliest 
•er    proprietors,    with     his    wife,    betrame    regular 
its,    held    sittings    in    the    first  church,    and   were 
\    supporters.       The    daughter      herself,     a     m(>st 
and  devoted  woman,  was  one  <»f   the  most  willing 
for  many  years,    indeed,    u})   to    the  time  of  her 
:1   decease;  and  her  brothers,    ^[essrs.    \V.  S.  and 
ilson,  are  at  present  Trustees  and  mendiers  <>f  the 
Subsequently   services   were    held    in    the  Court 
wliich   then   stood   at   the   corner   of  \'ictoria  and 
Street.      ^Fr.     .1.     A.     Langsf(u-d     and    his     wife, 
ists  from    South  Australia,    were   among  the  early 
and  built  one  of  the  first  weatherboard  cottages 
ity.     This  was  in   Chancery    Lane.      A   carpentiTs 
med  j)art  of  the   structure,   and    there  also  publi<: 
was    conducted.     The    corgregalion     was    truly 
in   its  composition   and   sympathies.     Then*   was 
J    Mr.    Joseph    Newman,    a    Congregational ist   by 
cm,  and  afterwards  for  many  years  an  otiice-bearer 
denomination.     There,  too,    was   his   sister,    who 
•ds   l)ecame  the   wife  of  the  Kev.  J.  Fairburn,  an 
nl    missionary.     A    Mr.    Joseph    ]U)binson,     well- 
in    after   days    in   Auckhuul,   was  also  a    regular 
it,  as  was   Mr.   T.   S.    Forsaith,    who   afterwards 


became  a  Congregational  Minister,  and  who,  in  an  honoured 
old  age,  died  only  a  few  months  since  in  New  S<mth 
Wales.  Th(*y  wen*  joined  after  a  time  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Florence  Gardiner,  and  Mr.  C  J.  Stone*,  from  ^lelbourne. 
The  shop  was  (ml}'  twelve  feet  by  twelve,  but  <me  testified 
**That  the  spirit  of  prayer  was  among  them,  and  the 
Divine  presence  often  felt  in  their  midst."'  Th'»  Annual 
Ass(»mbly  of  the  Missionaries  at  Mangungu  took  note  (►f 
this  little  band  of  worshi])pers,  and  in  IHI'J  it  was  report e<l 
that  two  visits  had  been  paid,  a  Church  oiganised,  and  that 
there  were  13  p]uropean  and  150  ^laori  members.  M<'an- 
time,  the  small  ('ompany  of  believers  not  (mly  edified  one 
another  by  mutual  prayer,  praise,  and  fellowship,  but  the 
Gospel  was  proclaimed  by  th(*m.  Mr.  F.  Gardiner  hiid 
b(*en  a  hx-al  preacher  in  Victoria,  and  now  resum(*d  his 
work.  Mr.  ]^>binson  had  lx.*en  a  prominent  member  in 
the  Uev.  McAlTs  (Congregational)  Church  in  Manchester, 
and  was  presse<l  into  the  same  service.  They  toiled  at 
th(*ir  business  during  the  week,  and  expounded  the  Word 
of  (iod  on  Sunday,  (h-adu.ally  others  also  came*  t(>  hear, 
an<l  for  many  months  in  succession,  with  only  an  occasional 
visit  from  a  minister,  these  hon«»ure<l  brethren  sustained 
the  interest  in  the  services.  They  desired,  however,  to 
have  "  a  local  habitation  ''  and  a  building  wholly  set 
apart  for  religious  services.  They  believed  in  the  future 
of  New  Zealaml,  and  foresaw  that  Auckland  would  become 
the  home  of  a  large*  population.  A  few  months,  iln'refore, 
after  the  first  land  sale,  at  ameelinij  held  in  Mr.  Forsailhs 
<"ottage  at  J*arn(*ll,  it  was  agreed  to  ask  the  Gt)vernment 
for  a  church  site.  This  was  at  once  gianted,  but  being 
deemed  ineligible,  on  representations  made  to  Mr.  l^igar, 
the  Chief  Surveyor,  a  most  suitable  section  in  Jligh  Street, 
<-o!itaining  '2  roods  .*).)  per<'hes,  was  given  instea<l.  An 
enactment  of  the  (^o^ernor-in  Council  lecjuired  this  to  be 
vested  in  i'wo  Trustees,  and  the  Hevs.  John  Hobbs  and 
James  HuUer,  with  Messrs.  Moience  ( lardiner,  Captain.!. 
Stone,  and  J.  A.  Langsford  wei-e  appointed.  A  weather 
board  t-hurch  of  10  x  "Jo,  on  biick  foumlations,  tog<*ther 
with  a  vestry  ll'  x  S,  was  eie<'led  sluutly  after.  Of  this, 
the  mother  Church  (»f  Metlio<lism  in  Auckland,  we  are 
able  to  present  a  sketch,  kindly  drawn  by  the  Krv.  H.  II. 
Lawry.  This  wa»<  duly  oj»ene<i  by  the  IJev.  .1.  jiuller  in 
1S1.">,  and  at  the  district  Meeti!ig  of  that  year  it  was 
reported  that  the  cost  was  £'2\\\,  of  which  f2UU  had  been 
raise* I  by  the  Auckland  residents  themselves,  all  classes 
c(>nlributing  thereto.  The  balance,  t<M»,  was  shortly  paid, 
and  the  worshippers  rejoiced  that  the  little  sanctuary 
was  free  from  debt.  Th(?  services  weie  still  mainly 
conducted  by  local  preachers,  and  about  this  time  theii* 
ranks  were  reinforced  by  Mr.  Culj>an,  a  Yorkshire 
Methodist  from  Sowerby  JJridge.  Jle  was  not  only  a 
preacher,  but  "a  sweet  sinuer  in  Isiael,"  and  has 
transmitted  his  musical  gifts  to  his  descendants.  Other 
Missionaries  also  visit(?d  .Vuckland,  among  them  ^lessrs. 
Hobbs  an<l  Warren,  who  minist(*re(l  to  the  congregation 
with  great  acceptance.  The  need  of  a  pasiin-  began  to  be 
felt,  and  a  re<iu<'st  was  sent  that  -Mr.  Warren  might  be 
appointed.  This  was  reivmnu  n<led  by  the  District  Meet 
ing,  but  as  it  was  found  impracti<-able  for  him  to  leave 
Waima,  the  Uev.  George  IJuttle,  who  had  just  marrietl, 
was  sent  in  ]Si:j,  mid  so  iM'came  the  first  stationed 
minister  in  Auckland.  He  an<l  hisde^oted  wife  threw  all 
their  energies  into  tlu*  work.  Others  united  with  them. 
Class  and  prayer-meetings  were  regularly  held,  and  among 
those  who  then  joined  the  Church  was  the  late  Mrs. 
Thorne,  Senr.,  who  for  many  years  adorned  the  Cluisivv'^vv 
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f^mdiiieri^'^a^eep.*  On  flie  arrival  of  tiie 
Rev.  Walter  Lawry  as  General  Superintendent,  in  March, 
1844,  Mr.  Buttle  was  able  to  hand  over  to  him  a 
congr^ation  that  filled  the  building,  and  a  well  organised 
church.  Under  Mr.  Lawrj's  luminous  and  powerful 
preaching,  the  congregation  still  grew,  and  the  year 
following  the  church  was  enlarged  by  adding  sixteen  feet 
to  its  length.  At  the  same  time  the  inside  was  finished, 
probably  matchlined.  The  cost  of  this  was  £150,  which 
was  also  raised  by  voluntary  subscriptions.  A  small  pipe 
organ  was  also  purchased  in  Sydney  for  £100,  Mr.  Culpan 
building  it,  and  leading  the  service  of  praise  therewith. 
The  newly-arrived  Superintendent  needed  a  home,  and  a 
house  then  in  course  of  construction,  which  Mr.  Buttle 
had  rented  for  him,  was  purchased  for  £400.  This  was 
situated  in  Official  lUy.  A  piece  of  land  adjoining  was 
granted  by  the  Government,  who  at  the  same  time  set 
apart  a  site  for  the  Mission  store  on  the  Ix^ach,  beyond 
what  was  then  known  as  Fort  Hiitomart,  and  the  section 
in  Grafton  Road  for  a  Native  Institution.  Mr.  Lawry's 
home,  all  but  unchanged,  still  stands  in  the  grounds  of 
J.  Nathan,  Es(|.,  and  we  are  glad  to  present  our  readers 


Collection"  for  the  same  object  was  initiated,  the  total 
receipts  then  being  £16  Os  2|d.  The  halfpenny  marks  the 
exactness  of  the  stewards  of  those  days.  Daring  the  same 
interval  the  number  of  members  had  grown  from  45  to  80. 
Nor  were  these  indifferent  to  the  spiiitual  needs  of  oUien. 
G>pper  had  been  discovered  on  the  Kawan^  it  was  belie^-d, 
in  considerable  quantities.  There  came  to  work  it  s 
number  of  Cornish  miners,  some  from  South  Australia,  and 
some  from  the  Home  Land.  Hence  there  is  recorded  the 
formation  of  a  class  on  that  island,  and  as  there  were  local 
preachers  among  them,  services  were  also  conducted.  In 
June,  1847,  what  Dr.  Gregory  aptly  calls  "the  germ-cell  of 
Methodism" — a  class  meeting — was  started  at  Epsom. 
In  that  locality  were  a  few  Devon  and  Cornish  families, 
and  shortly  afterwards  a  little  church  was  built  there  for 
their  accommodation.  It  was  an  unpretentious  structure, 
but  for  about  eighteen  years  was  often  found  to  be  a 
Bethel  indeed.  As  the  people  were  supposed  to  be 
otherwise  provided  for,  it  was  sold  about  1865.  The 
polity  of  English  Methodism  was  observed,  and  it* 
nomenclature  followed,  and  as  there,  a  number  of  places 
contiguous  to  each  other  and  served  by  the  same  pastorate 


Mb.  C.  J.  Stoxe. 
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with  a  view  of  it.  As  the  official  residence  of  the 
Superintendent,  it  was  always  designated  the  Mission 
House,  and  for  years  thereafter,  M  issionaries  going  to  and 
coming  from  the  South  Seas,  were  sojourners  therein. 
The  old  scoria  Mission  store  on  the  beach  was  pulled  down 
some  three  years  since,  and  three  cottages  erected  on  the 
site,  the  rental  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  Maori  Mission. 
Almost  immediately  above  that,  and  just  near  the  Supreme* 
Court,  there  had  also  been  given  a  site  for  a  Maori  Church. 
This  was  duly  built  and  for  years  well  filled,  but  eventually 
ceased  to  be  frequented,  and  the  church  was  accidentally 
buiTied.  The  European  congregation  still  increased,  and 
soon  after  the  enlargement,  the  building  of  a  scoria  church 
was  -projected. 

Orsranisation  and  Finance. 

The  Methodistic  and  Scriptural  principle  of  the  Church 
membera  contributing  to  the  support  of  the  Ministry  was 
carried  into  effect,  and  in  September,  1845,  £2  Is  6d  was 
reported  as  coming  from  that  source.  Eighteen  months 
later  a  further  development  took  place,  and  "The  Quarterly 


are  designated  a  Circuit,   so  from  this   time  forward  we 
read  of  the  Auckland  Circuit,  instead  of  the  Mission. 


f  ome  Early  Helpers. 

The  Auckland  Church  was  fortunate  in  having  among 
its  early  members,  not  only  men  of  great  spirituality,  but 
also  of  business  foresight  and  generosity.  These  did 
much  to  place  its  foundations  on  a  solid  basis.  Mr.  C.  J. 
Stone  was  a  shrewd  business  man,  a  devoted  Christian, 
and  for  many  years  a  successful  class  leader.  Hard-headed, 
cool  of  judgment,  sharp  and  decisive  in  business,  severely 
economical  in  personal  expenditure,  and  strongly  opposed 
to  excessive  outlay  on  church  buildings,  he  was  always 
kind  to  the  poor,  and  many  a  struggling  man  had  to  thank 
him  for  a  helping  hand.  He  afterwards  became  one  of  the 
merchant  princes  of  the  city.  Mr.  John  Williamson,  a 
printer  from  Ireland,  also  came  in  the  early  days.  Warm 
and  emotional  in  temperament,  and  generous  in  disposition, 
he  soon  gained  many  f  liends.  He  was  an  earnest  church 
worker,  and  a  very  successful  Sunday-school  Superintendent. 
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His  capacity  in  business  led  to  his  becoming  a  newspaper 
proprietor.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Auckland 
Province.  His  homo  was  always  one  of  hospitality,  and 
his  purse  was  open  for  any  case  of  need  or  church  extension. 
Mr.  William  Hunter,  another  Irishman,  wlio,  full  of  days, 
has  recently  joined  the  majority,  was  the  first  Poor 
Steward,  and  always  a  loyal  member.  A  younger  man 
was  Mr.  Thomas  Russell,  now  the  Hon.  T.  Kussell,  of 
London.  A  solicitor  by  pr<^fession,  possessed  of  exceptional 
ability,  he  was  also  an  active  member,  and  as  teacher, 
local  preacher,  and  Sundcay-school  Superintendent,  rendered 
effective  service.  Messrs.  Gardiner  and  I^ngsford  returned 
to  Australia  after  a  few  years.  With  the  foregoing  were 
associated  Mr.  James  Heron,  who  became  one  of  the 
original  Trustees  of  Three  Kings  Institution,  and  who, 
with  eye  undimmed  and  form  erect,  still  serves  as  a  most 
faithful  steward.  A  little  later  came  Dr.  J.  B.  Bennett, 
who  had  formerly  been  a  Methodist  Minister  in  Ireland, 
and  subsequently  editor  of  The  Wntvhmati  newspaper  in 
London.  In  New  Zealand  he  entered  the  (Jovornment 
service,  and  was  for  many  years  the  Hegistiar  (Jcncral  of 
the  Colony.  He  was  ])robably 
the  most  eloquent  speaker  of  his 
time  in  New  Zealand.  An  ora- 
tion delivered  by  him  in  Wel- 
lington, on  the  occasion  of  the 
attack  miwle  upon  Prince  Alfred's 
life  in  Sydney,  wiis  (leclare<l  by 
such  competent  judges  as  Sir 
W.  Fox  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald  to 
be  the  finest  speech  they  ha<I 
ever  heard  here.  These,  with 
Messi^s.  W^ilson,  Culpan,  Bobiii- 
uon,  Waltei*s,  Phillips,  Mears, 
and  othei-s  were  '*  a  band  of  men 
whose  hearts  God  had  touche<l.'' 
Associated  with  them  wei-e 
"  honourable  women  not  a  few  " 
— Mesdames  W.  White,  William- 
son, Halyday,  Heron,  M(>nk, 
Hosking,  Wilson,  and  Thorne. 
These  were  always  ready  to  work 

for  the  Church,  and  to  support  its  funds.  A  very  generous 
thing  was  done  by  the  Auckland  laymen  about  1S4S.  It 
was  announcexl  that,  on  account  of  financial  stress  in 
England,  the  number  of  Wesle3^•ln  ^lissionarits  in  the 
colony  must  be  reductMl.  Without  connnunicating  with 
the  ministers,  the  brethren  convened  a  meeting  in  the 
Native  Church.  Messrs.  Williamson,  Stone,  Russell,  and 
Newman,  were  among  the  number.  They  were  all  still 
struggling  men,  but  they  unanimously  resolved  to  subscribe 
JE400  if  the  Mission  staff  were  sustained,  and  carried  out 
their  purpose,  some  giving  £\0i)  each. 


Hi(;h  Stkkkt  CiirK(  ii,  Ai"<  klani> 


Further  Church  Accommodalion 

became  necessary.  In  184')  Mr.  Buddie  had  come  to 
Auckland  as  Mr.  Lawry's  assistant.  His  evangelical 
pre<iching  and  diligent  pastoral  work  led  to  a  continually 
increasing  congregation.  Thus  a  new  and  larger  church 
became  re<]uisite.  After  careful  consultation,  it  was 
determined  to  build  in  brick,  and  in  May,  184S,  the 
foundation  stone  of  a  building  70  by  50  feet,  was  laid  by 
the  General  Superintendent.  About  £500  had  then  been 
received  in  cash  and  promises.     Other  amounts  came  in, 


and  on  October  22nd  the  church  was  dedicated  to  the 
worship  of  God  by  the  Rev.  Jas.  Watkin,  who  had  come  up 
from  Wellington  for  the  purpose.  The  former  church  now 
became  the  schoolroom,  and  fcr  about  twenty  years  the 
building  then  opened  was  the  home  and  centre  of  Auckland 
Methodism.  While  it  occupie<l  a  commanding  site,  it  was 
not  externally  elegant,  and  within  it  was  seated  in  the  old 
fashion,  square  pews  with  straight  backs,  but  the 
worshippers  came  "  to  take  pleasure  in  its  stones,  and  to 
favour  the  dust  thereof.''  Some  yeais  later,  a  gallery  was 
erected  around  three  sides,  and  the  building  enlarged  to  a 
length  of  86  feet.  It  was  then  the  most  commodious 
church  in  Auckland.  The  city  was  still  tolerably  compact, 
and  morning  and  evening  it  was  filled  with  attentive 
worshippers.  On  great  occasions,  such  as  the  Sunday- 
school  Anniversary  and  the  Missionary  Services  at  the 
District  Meeting,  the  congregation  could  scarcely  be 
accomm(Mlated.  A  considerabhi  number  of  Knglish  troops 
w(»re  usualh^  quartered  in  the  barracks  behind.  Many  of 
them  attended  the  services,  their  red  coats  giving  the 
relief  of  colour  to  the  eye,  while  their  clos(^  attention  was 
an  inspiration  to  the  preacher.  A  society  class  composed 
of  soldiers  only  met  weekly  in 
the  ^'cstry  for  many  years.  W"e 
are  glad  to  ])resont  a  view  of  the 
exterior  of  the  church  as  it  was 
in  the  days  of  its  glory.  While 
the  church  was  being  built,  Mr. 
Kirk,  recently  arrived  from 
England,  assisted  Mr.  Buddie 
(hiring  Mr.  Lawry's  absence  in 
the  Islands.  A  young  man  and 
full  of  energy,  he  threw  himself 
into  the  work  with  great  ardour. 
Some  conversions  had  recently 
taken  place  among  adults,  and 
several  of  the  Sunday  scholars 
had  decided  for  Christ.  This 
work  went  on.  The  classes  were 
enlarged.  A  prayer-meeting  on 
the  Friday  evening,  and  one  on 
Sunday  morning,  were,  the 
young  prtacher  thought,  e(|ual 
to  anything  he  had  seen  in  England.  Mr.  Buddie  reports 
-"  We  have  harl  a  very  delightful  work  among  the  young 
people  of  our  congregatitm  and  Sunday-school.  Several 
of  the  teachers  wen?  made  partakers  of  saving  grace,  and 
went  tu  their  work  in  the  scliool  full  of  love  and  zeal.  The 
scholars  caught  the  influence,  and  the  general  routine  of 
teaching  had  to  be  suspended  and  give  place  to  prayer, 
when  several  of  the  children  were  able  to  testify  i,i  the 
grace  and  mercy  of  God.  The  same  power  has  been  felt 
by  the  Church  generally  :  the  members  have  been 
(quickened,  and  several  added.  Our  coi:gregations  are 
excellent,  and  would  be  still  larger,  had  w(»  more 
acconnnodation."  Mr.  Kirk  adds  -"  Mr.  Buddie  wjis 
almost  carried  away  with  joy.  l)(ang  more  clerical  work 
than  any  clerk,  he  yet  never  negU'cted  the  week-night 
services.  Three  times  a  week,  in  all  weathers,  he  used  to 
walk  from  Grafton  Uoad  to  attend  class,  week-night 
preaching,  and  the  prayer-meeting.''  Therc^  were  some 
excellent  lay  workers.  Father  Culpan  was  always  in 
his  place  at  the  Sunday  morning  prayer-me(;ting,  and 
Mr.  G.  S.  Graham,  barrack  master,  ev(»r  ready  for 
good  work.  Shortly  after,  the  Kevs.  A.  lleid  and  J.  H. 
Fletcher  arrived  in  the  colony,  and   their  exceijtv.QVA.VV^ 
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able  discourses  tended  to  the  increase  of  the  congregation 
and  the  consolidation  of  the  church.  Within  two  years 
the  number  of  members  was  doubled.  The  spiritual 
atmosphere  thus  created  characterised  the  church  for  long 
after.  The  writer  well  remembers  in  1864  65  the  earnest 
spirit  of  Christian  fellowship,  the  crowded  congregations 
and  the  lively  prayei -meetings,  and  how  the  adjoining 
school rt)()m  was  filled  for  special  services,  and  scores  were 
le  1  to  d(  cision  for  (iod.  On  Sundays  the  families  of  the 
Wilsons,  Kussells,  Kdsoiis,  Hedgecocks,  J.  and  C. 
Fleti-her,  Heron,  Hobhs,  IMdt,  Phillips,  Stone,  Somerville, 
H.  White,  Wayte,  C'oupland,  Wiseman,  Welsman,  Thorne, 
Ashby,  and  others,  all  entering  heartily  into  the  worship, 
made  it  a  joy  to  preach. 

Further  Enlargement  of  Boundaries. 

In  IS.')!  a  class  was  formed   at   Parnell.      Tliis  was  then 
the  most  important  suburb  of  the  city.   The  class  tlourished, 
and     tw(»    years     later,     under     the 
leadership  of  Mr.  Williamson,   tlier(»  _ 

were  the  following  among  other 
members  : — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hull,  tlu; 
Misses  Steel,  Hagnall,  ilejwling. 
Roberts,  and  Mrs.  Davey,  of  whom 
the  first  four  still  survive.  Tt  met 
in  Mrs.  Roberts'  house.  Pnvaching 
services  were  also  started  in  Miss 
Reading's  schoolroom  in  i^ower 
Parnell,  the  first  to  conduct  them 
being  Father  Culpan  and  Mr. 
Russell.  A  year  later  a  class  was 
commenced  in  Howick,  and  within 
three  months,  another  at  Onehun^a, 
the  latter  being  led  by  Mr.  Alfred 
P»oon.  Two  years  after,  one  was 
started  at  Whao  Road.  Tlu»  Metho 
(lists  of  that  day  "  believed  in 
the  communion  of  saints,"  and  their 
weekly  meetings  were  often  st»as(»ns 
of  grace  and  sweet  delight.  A  small 
church  was  soon  erected  at  Onehunga, 
and  services  were  projected  in  other 
places.  Local  preachers  were  trained, 
and  the  whole  organisation  of  the 
Church  vigorously  worked.  By  1S55 
the  circuit  plan  had  on  it  no  less 
than  thirteen  preaching  places  : — 
High    Street,   P^psom,  Whao    Road, 

Matakana,  Kawau,  Whareroa,  Shoal  l>ay,  North  Head 
(the  last  three  being  on  the  North  Shore),  Remuera, 
Parnell,  Hobson  Street,  Three  Kings,  and  Titirangi.  The 
Manukau  had  been  constituted  a  separate  circuit  four 
months  previously  with  services  at  Onehunga,  Otahuhu, 
Tiiotaoroa,  Papakura,  W^oodside,  Ihumatao,  Pukaki, 
Papahinau,  and  Mangere.  Some  of  these  wen*  obviously 
>raori  settlements,  but  the  list  sutHciently  attests  the 
N  igour  of  the  Church,  and  how  ready  it  was  to  enter  every 
open  door.  The  ministers  were— lievs.  W'hiteley  and 
Fletcher,  Auckland  :  Lyth,  at  Wesley  College  ;  Hobbs  and 
Reid,  Three  Kings  ;  and  Buddie,  Onehunga.  \Vith  them 
were  associated  the  following  local  preachers: — Culpan, 
Vercoe,  Rowe,  H.  WHiite,  Elliot,  Russell,  Gittos, 
Somerville,  W^.  Fletcher,  Kllis,  Jagger,  Allan,  T.  White, 
Watkin,  with  Me.ssrs.  Read,  Bray,  Sarah,  and  W.  F. 
White  on  trial.  There  were  aJso  eight  Native  local 
preachers  :^S.    Ngaropi,    J.    Orton,    Philipy    W.    Barton, 


Morgan,  W.  Chapman,  Mitiana,  Hakaria,  Siiadrash,  and 
five  others — Kote,  Anatipa,  Luke,  Kevern,  and  Hoaui—on 
trial.  Most  of  these  Natives  were  probably  students  at 
Three  Kings.  Up  to  this  time  the  ministerial  stipends 
had  been  a  charge  on  the  Fc»reign  Mission,  and  the  amounts 
raised  had  l)een  paid  into  that  account.  Conscious  of 
growing  strength,  the  Quarterly  Meeting  in  1854  resolve*] 
that  it  would  l)ecome  responsible  for  the  allowances  of  one 
minister.  Circuit  Stewards  were  app'^inted,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  in  addition  to  the  (juarterly  collection 
(evidently  too  sacred  to  be  touched),  there  should  be 
door  collections  on  other  Sundays,  and  that  subscriptions 
be  sought  from  others  than  members.  Possibly  as  the 
outcome  of  this,  the  stipend  was  a  year  latvr  raised  to  £'2b0. 
Shortly  afterwards  a  residence  for  the  circuit  minister  was 
purchased  in  Edward  Street  (now  Alexandra  Street)  for 
£4:JU,    and  a  conunittee  appointed  to  furnish  the  same. 


Mrs.    Hai.vdav. 


Parntrll  Church. 

After     holding     services     in    this 
somewhat     aristocratic     suburb    fur 
about    five   years,  a  site  was  secured 
and    a    church    built  in    ISoG.     Fur 
th(»    times    it    was    (juite    an    ornate 
looking   building.      Considerable  in- 
terest was    taken    in   its  erection  hy 
Mr.    FletchtM-,    who     wiis     then    the 
minister  of  the  circuit.      An  iuipuln' 
was  also  gi\en  (hereto  by  the  airival 
and   settlement  of  Captain  and  Mr>. 
Law,  who  were  earnest  members  and 
liheial     gi\ers.      The    building,    too. 
marked    an    epoch    in    the   history  of 
the   I'nloni.d    church,  inasmuch  as  it 
w;is    the   lirst   settled    on    a    '*  unKlel 
(iced  "'  adapted    to  the  ein-umstanns 
<»t"    (lie    c(dony.      Hithert<»,    all    con 
\e\an(M's      had      been      made     with 
refi'reiice    to     an     Fnglish     deed    of 
trust.      Now,   after  careful   delilxTa- 
tioii  by  ministers  and  otHcials,  a  New 
Zealand   Trust,    following    the  same 
lines  but  adapted  to  the  constitution 
of  the  Church  in  the  Southern  World, 
was   declared,    and   for  thirty  years 
all    the  properties  acquired   in   New 
Zealand    were  settled  on  the  Trusts 
of     th(»     J^irnell     deed.     A     strong 
Board   of  Trustees  was   formed,  and   their    donations  and 
those   of    their  friends  found  part  of  the  funds  necessary. 
The  church  was  put  up  in  haste,  and  it  is  still  remembt»red 
that  Mr.  Scotter,  of  Newmarket,  shingled  part  of  the  nx) 
on  the  very  day  it  was  openi»<I.     Tnlike  the  previous  build- 
ings, it  iiad  a  debt  upon  it,  and  even  then  the  greater  part 
of  it   was  unliiu'd.      It  has  had    a   che<juered   history.     In 
L*^!).")  the  present  writer,  as  junior  minister  of  the  Auckland 
circuit,  was  >ent  to  reside  there,    rmmigrants  were  arriving 
in   considerable   numbers,    and    the    little    church   l)ecAme 
crowded    to    the  doors.     At    that   time  no    le.ss   than  six 
local     preach(»rs    were    members    of     the     congregation. 
Revival  services  were  held,  and  not  a  few  passed   "  from 
death  unto  life."     Three  classes  met  regularl3\     An   effort 
was   initiated   and    carried  out  to  line  the  church  and  pay 
off  part  of  the  debt.     For  some  years  it  enjoyed  considerable 
prosperity.      Mr.  Singer  wjvs   both  choirmaster  and  clas.s 
Icwier,  ».wd  ^\y^.   '^w^vi^    \\vvis\vWV    v\t    tUe    harmonium. 
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To-dnj  they  are  still  members  there.  The  Messrs  Sootter, 
senior  and  junior,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton,  Mr.  Nicholson, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morley,  senior,  the  Lodders,  Townsends, 
Harveys,  Mr.  S.  Stone,  and  others  could  always  be 
depended  upon  for  service  and  help.  Presently  some  of 
these  removed,  and  the  attendance  declined.  In  1880-81, 
Mr.  Girling  was  for  a  time  employed  as  Home  Missicmary 
there.  Under  his  energetic  working  and  that  of  his 
Superintendent,  the  Rev.  G.  Bond,  another  start  was 
made.  A  lean-to  schoolroom,  which  had  f<:r  some  years 
stood  at  the  back  of  the  church,  was  removed.  At  a 
considerable  expenditure,  the  present  commodious  school 
was  built,  and  so  arranged  that  it  could  be  thrown  into 
the  church  when  required.  A  suite  of  rooms  was  also 
provided    for    the    churcli     kt»i>per.      The    congregation, 


But  it  was  hallpwed  ground.  Conversions  were  frequent, 
and  a  church  of  living  stones  was  built  up.  Presently  the 
building  was  lengthened,  though  still  of  modest  dimensions. 
About  1879  Mr.  John  Castle  and  other  earnest  workei-s 
interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday-school, 
which  grew  rapidly.  Presently  the  building  became  too 
strait,  and  was  again  enlarged  at  a  cost  of  igl05,  the 
reopening  taking  place  in  May,  1880.  As  the  newer 
portion  had  a  roof  considerably  higher  than  the  old,  it  was 
not  an  ornamental  building  from  the  outside,  but  served 
the  purpose  of  giving  additional  space  for  sixteen  years  more. 
In  1858  classes  were  started  at  Three  Kings  and  Remuera. 

A  Great  Church  Builder 

and  a  most  energetic  worker  came  to  Auckland  when  in 


Okficfal  Bay  Mission   Hoi.sk,  Aitklanh. 


however,   has   not    kept    pace    with    the   growth   of   the 
district^  possibly  for  want  of  a  resident  pastor. 

Whau  Road. 

On  land  given  by  Mr.  J.  Walters,  the  first  class-leader, 
a  small  scoria  church  was  opened  in  1853.  About  seven 
years  later  it  wsis  superseded  by  a  weather-board  building. 
Both  were  exceedingly  plain  in  appearance  and  primitive 
in  their  appointments.  The  use  of  backs  to  the  sf^ats  was 
disdained.  The  pulpit,  .after  the  old  English  plan,  was 
close  up  to  the  wall.  In  evening  services  light  was 
obtained  from  home-made  candles.  The  right  note  in 
singing  was  obtained  from  a  pitchpipo.  A  tradition 
lingers  there,  that  when  it  was  first  proposed  to  introduce 
a"  chandelier,  the  precentor,  evidently  thinking  it  a 
musical  instrument,  wanted  to  know  who  would  play  it. 


the  same  year  the  Rev.  Isaac  Harding  arrived  from 
Victoria  to  take  the  Superin tendency  of  the  circuit.  An 
able  preacher  and  a  tireless  collector,  in  the  very  i)rime  of 
his  manhood,  he  ceaselessly  urged  the  people  forward  to 
new  enterprises.  A  preaching  place  was  opened  in 
Freeman's  Bay,  and  the  following  year  a  Sunday-school 
erected,  which  was  the  first  of  the  buildings  on  the  Union 
Street  site.  The  city  was  now  spreading  out,  and  already 
a  few  h.iuses  were  to  be  seen  in  Newton.  Tn  18.^)9,  a 
church  site  was  purcha.sed  in  what  wjis  thv^n  called  Hobson 
Street,  but  which  has  since  l)een  known  as  Pitt  and 
Vincent  Street,  It  cost  JB500.  There  in  the  following 
year  a  brick  church,  50  by  25,  was  built  and  openecl. 
By  this  time  the  Mission  house  in  Official  Bay  had  been 
hanrlod  over  to  the  circuit.  It  was  now  ^old  lo^  £;IWikQi^ 
and  part,  ol  tW  ^twiftwV^  \i"feN^\.^  Xa  ^Owt^^Jw^xs.  "^xx^ws* 
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Church.  High  Street  was  also  enlarged.  The  Edward 
Street  parsonage  had  been  disposed  of,  and  as  Wesley 
College  was  in  difficulties,  £1000  was  paid  to  the  Trustees 
to  provide  therein  a  residence  for  the  minister.  By  this 
time  the  circuit  had  outgrown  the  strength  of  one  man, 
and  a  sec  iid  minister  was  employed  in  1860.  Matakana, 
Mahurangi,  the  Wade,  and  even  Whangarei,  were  put  upon 
"the  plan  "  and  regularly  visited.  Three  years  of  steady 
growth  followed,  under  the  pastorate  cf  the  Revs.  Buddie 

and  Warren.  **The 
churches  were  estab- 
lished in  the  faith," 
and  there  was  peace 
and  prosperity.  A 
number  of  English 
local  preachers  came 
to  the  city  during 
Mr.  Harding's  and 
Mr.  Warren's  term 
of  service,  and  the 
pulpits  were  well 
injinned.  Henry 
Smith,  formerly  of 
Nova  Scotia  ;  J.  M. 
French,  fervent  and 
joyous;  Daniel  Calev, 
a  Manxman  cautious 
hut  thorough  ;  C. 
Arthur,  full  of  Cor- 
nish lire ;  J.  Coupland, 
(Mjually  zealous;  J. 
Moody,  the  son  of  an 
Kni^lish  Minister  ;  G. 
E.  Elliott,  and  T.  A. 
White  are  remembered  as  among  th(»  foremost  of  tlu^n, 
while  Messrs.  Welsmm,  H«>gLC,  Otway,  Carr,  ancl 
Beaumout  were  just  be.<i;inning.  The  tra.i^'ic  fate  of  onc^ 
of  them,  Mr.  T.  Anges  White,  a  (rovernment  Interpreter, 
who,  a  year  or  so  afterwards,  was  lost  in  a  schooner  in  tli(» 
East  Coast,  is  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  old  identiti<'s. 


Mr.  T.  C.  Law,  Parnki.l. 


Other  Advances 

were  being  steadily  made.  P^irlj'  in  Mr.  Harding's  term 
a  small  church  was  erected  on  the  Ilemuera  Road,  on  a 
site,  the  lease  of  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Rutherford. 
The  congr(?gation  was  never  large,  and  after  a  few  years 
the  building  was  removed.  Amongst  the  immigrants  who 
arrived  in  Auckland  in  the  early  sixties  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  Allen,  with  a  family  of  grown-up  sons  and 
daughters.  They  were  Methodists  from  Leamington,  and 
warmly  attached  to  the  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Allen  had 
been  a  prominent  office-bearer.  Instead  of  taking  up 
their  land  grants  in  the  North,  Mr.  Allen  purchased  a 
farm  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Albert.  For  some  years  he 
and  his  family  drove  into  town  to  church.  As  neighbours 
gathered  around  tlitMn  it  was  thought  services  might  be 
initiated,  and  in  the  farm  kitchen  it  was  the  honour  of 
this  writer  to  preach  the  first  sermon  from  Jacob's  Vow  on 
January  28th,  IH66.  The  attendance  grew  and  interest 
was  awakcmed.  Mr.  Allan  K.  Taylor  gave  the  site,  and 
within  twelve  months  the  first  church  there,  now  the 
central  portion  of  the  school  buildings,  was  erected. 

Educational  Activities. 

At    that     time,  and    for    years    after,    there    was    no 


Government  system  of  education.  Provision  1 
left  to  the  churches  and  to  private  enterprise. 
Methodism  was  zealous  in  this  respect  also.  In 
W.  Singer,  a  trained  schoolmaster  from  En/E 
brought  out.  For  some  years  he  conductei 
attended  day-school  in  the  High  Street  prei 
subsequently  occupied  the  Parnell  schoolroom  fo 
purpose,  teaching  there  until  1867.  The  Rev.  ^ 
a  Presbyterian  Minister  without  charge,  taugl 
Freeman's  Bay,  and  afterwards  in  Whau  Road. 
Mrs.  Hedgecock  had  started  in  Hobson  Str 
Jackson  and  Miss  Hammerton  were  also  emplc 
Mr.  John  Fletcher  was  in  charge  of  Wesley  Cc 
March,  18G2,  the  number  of  pupils  reported  at  i 
places  was — High  Street,  50;  Hobson  Street,  1' 
Road,  :\0;  Parnell,  30;  Freeman's  Bay,  40 
College,  72  ;  or  a  total  of  320. 


Pitt   Street   Church— The  Cathedral   of   a 
Methodism. 

Tn  1SG4-G5  the  population  in  and  around  th 
rapidly  increasing.  Houses  were  being  bi 
Karangahape  Road  and  Wellington  Street,  an 
cottages  in  Freeman's  Bay  and  the  Newton  gul 
Shelly  Beach  was  bogiiming  to  attract  attentior 
obvious  that  if  the  Church  was  to  keep  pace  with 
another  strong  centre  must  be  created.  The  Rev 
and  Morley  were  the  circuit  ministers,  but  th 
lUiddb,  who  was  in  charge  of  Native  Missions 
slijire  of  preaching  work.  After  some  negot: 
there  was  a  land  boom,  the  pnvs(»nt  eligible  s 
corner  of  Pitt  Street  and  Karangahape  Road  wa 
It  was  about  an  acre  in  extent,  and  part  of 
Street  frontage  was  sold.  On  the  Karangahi 
frontag(^  there  was  a  one-storey  brick  house,  whi 
the  Superintendent's  residence.  Subscripti 
solicited,  and  there  was  a  hearty  respDnse  to  tl 
The  Ivev.  J.  Warren  took  a  lion's  share,  bo 
collecting  and  the  giving,  being  hims:^lf  one  of  1 
contributors.  Mr.  Ktlson,  the  Secretary  of  the  *! 
an  able  lieutenant,  and  most  energetic  and  pe 
Mr.  John  Fletcher 
also  helped,  and  Mr. 
Prime  was  an  excel-  , 
lent  treasurer.  Their 
eo-trustcH's  stood 
nobly  by  them.  The 
ma^:sive  walls  of 
scoria  for  what  is 
now  the  schoolroom 
wer(»  first  l-.uilt,  the 
contractor  (Mr.  II. 
White)  being  himself 
a  member  of  the 
Church.  Then  there 
came  the  ceremony 
of  laying  the  founda- 
tion stone  ))v  the 
Hon.  T.  Russell.  It 
was  Pri:ice  of  Wales' 
l>irthday,  and  was 
made  a  gala  time, 
there  being  a  crowd 
of  spectators,  sym- 
pathetic and  joyous. 


Mr.  W.  SrNGER. 
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I   An  otodlent  addrera  was  riven  by  Mr.  Buddie,  and  the 

[   day  wound  up   with  a  public   meeting.     The  work  was 

I    poshed  rapidly  forward,  and  on  October  14th,   1866,  it 

iru  daly  dedicated.     The  cost  had  obliged  the  Trustees  to 

cartail  Uie  original  design,  and  so  it  looked  at  a  distance 

(aomewhat  too  short  in  proportion  to  the  breadth,  but  it 

was  decidedly  the  noblest  and  most  ecclesiastical  building 

the  city  then  possessed.     Mr.  Buller  had  succeeded  Mr. 

Warren  as  Superintendent,  but  as  was  meet  and  proper  the 

latter  preached  the  first  sermon,  Mr.  Buller  conducting  the 

evening  service,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Hill  (Presbyterian),  taking 

the  afternoon.      A    second    opening    Sunday    was    also 

indalged  in,  the  preachers  being  Revs.  T.  Warlow  Davics 

(Congregational),  Morley,  and  P.  H.   Cornford  (Baptist). 

Ihia  was  followed  by  a  soiree,   by  which  £78  was  raised. 

The  comparative  novelty  of  open  seats,  the  lightness  of  the 

Ifaari  pine  fittings,  and  the  generally  chaste  interior,  soon 

BBsde  what  it  has  ever  since  been,  a  favourite  family  church. 

Unfortunately  it  was  burdened   with  a 

Iwavy  debt.     The  contract  had  Ireen  lot 

when  labour   and  material   were  high. 

The    character  of  the  ground   required 

the  Coandation  for  so  tall  a  building  to 

l»    made    unusually     strong.      Unfor- 

toJUttely,     too,      trade     became     dull, 

speculation    languished,    and    a     large 

nnzfti'ber  left  the  place.     The  result  of 

thia  -Mraa  that  of  a  total  outlay  of  £  1 1,000, 

iBore  than  £5000  had  to  be  lx>rr()wed, 

M*i    for   this   high   interest    was    paid. 

This    was   an   anxiety  to  the  Trustees, 

•wl    for  a   few  years  strenuous  eff(>rts 

•**^    requisite    to    meet    the     outlay. 

^t«)rer,  the  church    being   intended 

fcr  a  gallery,  and  having  at  the  outset 
^ts  on  the  floor  only,  was  imperfect  in 
ita  scoustic  properties.     Eventujilly,  the 

Sleries  were  erected  at  a  cost  of  some 
^jdreds   of  pounds   more,    the  whole 

taonnt    being   raised.     At    first    they 

%ere  only  utilised  for  the  Sunday 
^sbolars.  Gradually,  as  the  congrega- 
tion became  consolidated  and  gathered 
strength,  the  office-bearers  were  em- 
boldened to  go  forward.  From  the 
b^inning  the  Sunday-school  had  been 
popular  and  well-managed.  Ten  years  after  the  church 
WMB  erected,  there  were  470  scholars  on  the  roll,  and  had 
there  been  room  there  would  have  been  fiOO.  Largely 
bhrongh  the  untiring  advocacy  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard 
Altliiir,  its  able  and  honoured  Superintendent,  the  new 
Snnday-sohool,  now  known  as  Wesley  Hall,  with  its  suite 
oC  cI«88-room8y  was  opened  in  April,  1877,  at  a  cost  of 
£1,250.  The  comfortable  central  room,  with  librarian's 
and  Bible-class  accommodation,  and  separate  rooms  for 
rizteen  classes,  were  model  premises,  and  were  devoted  to 
the  upper  division,  while  the  junioi^s  and  infants  were  still 
tftaght  in  the  room  below  the  church.  The  following  year 
the  old  parsonage  was  removed,  and  the  one  now  occupied 
built,  the  outlay  being  £700.  The  same  year  a  new  organ 
was  imported^  costing  £570,  and  the  galleries  were 
oompleted  h^  a  further  outlay  of  £800.  Towards  this 
doable  expenditure  £1,300  were  raised.  Opportunely, 
the  Rev.  Geryase  Smith,  D.D.,  a  distinguished  minister  of 
the  English  Conference,  was  then  visiting  the  colony,  and 
preaohdd  the  reopening  sermon.     While  these  operations 


were  going  on,  both  school  and  congregation  were  steadQy 
growing,  and  under  the  energetic  pastorate  of  Rev.  W. 
Kirk,  ably  seconded  by  the  Trustees  and  class  leaders,  the 
church  was  a  veritable  hive  of  Christian  activity. 


The  Bi^  Debt  Extinguished. 

Although  the  ordinary  contributions  were  now  satis- 
factory, and  the  congregations  overflowing,  the  interest  to 
be  paid  was  a  heavy  drain.  This  writer,  who  undertook 
the  Superin tendency  of  the  Circuit  in  1879,  found  the 
debt  still  nearly  £4,000,  while  during  the  previous  twelve 
years  a  larger  sum  than  that  had  been  paid  in  interest, 
and  the  annual  charge  on  this  account  was  still  £274. 
The  Trustees  were  called  together,  the  facts  placed  before 
them,  and  a  scheme  outlined  by  which  the  whole  amount 
could  be  paid  off  by  systematic  contributions  extending 
over  two  or  three  years.     Time  was  taken   to  consider  ; 
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then  they  met  again  at  the  house  of  their  secretary  (Mr. 
Thos.  Buddie)  prepared  for  action.  Their  own  gifts  and 
those  of  one  or  two  friends  then  announced,  totalled  £900. 
A  vigorous  canvass  of  the  congregation  secured  £1,400 
more,  and  the  back  of  the  debt  was  broken.  Then  the 
question  wa.s,  What  was  to  be  done  further  ?  The  only 
answer  was,  Repeat  the  effort.  A  member  of  the  congre- 
gation promised  £500  if  the  balance  were  raised.  The 
challenge  was  at  once  taken  up,  and  lx»fore  the  Chairman 
left  at  the  end  of  his  three  years'  term,  he  had  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  all  was  promised.  Within  a  few 
months  the  subscriptions  were  paid  in,  and  the  Church 
freed.  It  was  a  splendid  effort,  marked  by  three  chief 
featui*es.  No  appeal  was  made  outside  the  Wesleyan 
congregations,  no  bazaar  or  sale  of  work  was  resorted  to, 
and  ordinary  contributions  were  not  only  kept  up,  but  even 
increased.  Most  grateful  is  it  to  recall  the  manner  in 
which  young  and  old,  officials  and  private  members,  gave 
so  freely  to  secure  a  debt  less  sanctuary.  All  honour  to 
them. 
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Still  Incomplete. 

It  was  suppose'd  that  when  the  debt  was  cleart^d  off,  the 
coiifrrej^ation  !ni<^ht  **  rest  aiifl  be  thankful."  But  it  was 
srM>n  found  tliat  there  was  no  such  thin<^  as  perfection  in 
ecclesiastical  buildings.  Within  four  years  the  Sunday- 
sclnM^l  wa^  clamouring  for  further  and  better  acconnnoda- 
tion.     There  was   undoubteilly  a  lack   of  rooms  for  class 

meetings,  and  also 
of  faciliti«>s  for 
\V(*ek  e\eninj;  ser- 
vices, Literary 
Society  meetings, 
etc.  Moreover,  the 
f  ou  ndati*  ms  neede<  1 
s  t  r  en  <r  thening. 
Kventually  it  was 
consid(»recl  wise  to 
erect  the  second 
scries  of  buildings. 
\\\  tiie  baM'niiMit 
there  was  provided 
a  lecture  hall  and 
eight  class  rooms, 
and  on  the  l(»vel  of 
the  church  itself,  a 
social  chur<.-li  par- 
lour and  four  class 
rooms  more.  Thus 
the  building  was 
lenirthened  {[^  feet, 
and  I'cgaiiied,  in  its 
exierior  aspect,  its 
carried  out  und«^r 
li.  r.ull,  at  a  cost 
•peiiiug 
t'ormer 
It     the 
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propin*  proportions.  The  work  was 
th(*  Suj)erintendtMU'y  ot"  th(^  IJev. 
of  .£•J,o•'^'^  <>*■'  which  tl,-J.")()  weiv  hollowed.  The  n 
t«M>k  place  in  .lanuary,  1SS7,  when  se\cial  ot'  the 
nn'nisters  of  the  church  were  in  attendance 
Conference.  The  topstone  to  all  this  work  was  put  on 
when,  in  ISI'."),  the  congregation,  under  the  lead  of  th(» 
Iti'v.  8.  F.  Prior,  furnisluMl  the  commodious  parlour  as  a 
drawing-room  for  several  gatlu  lini^^s  of  the  congreg.it ion. 
From  first  to  last,  j»robably  20,000  have  been  expended 
on  the  buildings  on  this  site,  with  the  result  that 
Auckland  Methodism  has  there  one  of  the  nu)st  t'onifortable 
churches,and  on(^  of  the  most  complete^  suites  of  ecclesiastical 
premises  to  be  found  in  th(?  Australasian  Coiuiexion.  It 
is  **  a  citN'  set  on  a  hill,"  easily  distinguishable.  For 
thirty  years  past,  it  has  been  a  place  of  joyous  assembly — 
and  pr(»mises  to  renuiin  for  g(»nerations  to  c()me — 
to  which,  in  pious  pilgrimage,  Methodists  may  come  from 
Australia  and  the  Pacific  Islands,  as  well  as  frou:  otluM' 
parts  of  X<'w  Zealand,  to  see  the  church  in  which  their 
forefathers  worshipped.  J'or  some  years  it  was  the  head 
<»f  a  circuit  which  embraced  the  whole  of  the  city  and 
suburban  churches,  and  after  three  others  have  been 
carved  out  <>f  it,  it  still  has  nine  other  places  connected 
therewith,  with  an  aggregate  attendance  of  .i,  [00  persons. 
Our  illustrations  show  som. -thing  of  its  ai)pearance.  It 
has  always  iia«l  a  strong  body  of  Trustees,  and  tln»se  now 
acting  are  wttrlhy  of  iheii-  jjredecessors.  \\y  a  ha])py 
thought  of  the  Trustees,  the  walls  of  Pitt  Street  Church 
recall  to  the  minds  of  those  worshipping  then*in 

Honoured  Ministers  of  Days  Gone  By. 

Aucklnml  was  tho  first   New  Zealand  town    to  which 
jjj/t/jj'  of  tlw  cni'ly  Mifysionurica  came.     Several,  when  ud 


longer  ecjual  to  active  service*,  elected  to  sjxnid  the  eveiii 
of  life  there.  Tin*  dust  of  (juite  a  number  rests  in  t 
Symonds  Street  Cenunery.  In  neat,  brass  tablets,  th 
names  are  recorded,  and  brief  but  appropiiati*  tribute  p 
to  their  memory.  The  H(*v.  Walter  La  wry  ci>mes  tii 
who  built  wisely  and  well  :  John  Hohbs  is  irutlifu 
atfirmed  In  hav(»  betui  "faithful  to  the  end,"  and  ) 
Buddie's  unexpected  rciuoval  is  connnemor»«te<i  by  1 
statement  that  he  "  cease*  1  at  cmce  to  work  and  live."'  - 
who  knew  Mr.  Warren  will  feel  that  "  the  nicmory  of  1 
just  is  blessed,"  and  an  equally  happy  characterisation 
Rev.  (;.  P»uttle  is,  "  The  just  .shall' live  by  faith." 
Schnackenberg,  the  faithful  ^Missionary,  it  is  said  he 
"  W'ith  the  Ijord,"  and  of  James  Buller  "He  giyeth 
beloved  sleep.'  The  passage  (juoted  Ixdow  Mr.  Fletch( 
name  is  '*  Mark  the  fu'rfect  man  and  Ixdiold  tlie  uprigh 
and  of  his  life-long  friend,  Alexander  Keid,  the  siiu; 
statement  is  "  He,  being  dead,  yet  s]H»aketIi."  We  a 
perhaps,  yet  too  near  these  fathers  of  the  Church  to  ka 
the  full  value  of  their  work,  but  it  is  safe  to  jiretiict  t\ 
in  the  futunMuany  a  young  minister  will  derive  inspi rati 
from  their  names,  and  their  own  descendants  i'K»int  witJ 
j»ardonable  pride   to  these   memorials. 


The  Present  Pastor 

of  th<'  Church  and  the  SujM'rintendent  of  the  Circuit 
ill*'  IJev.  \V.  .1.  Williams.  lie  is  a  Cornishnian  by  birt 
and  was  lecominendc-d  to  the  ministry  from  the  Cambon 
Circuit.  |)eep  religious  impressions  were  made  upon  1: 
mind  when  a  boy  by  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  W.  (uf 
(Jrnerah  IJooth.  Converted  at  fifteen  years  of  age,  1 
beijan  to  pr«>ai-h  two  years  lati"r,  and  as  *'the  lu^y  preaoho 
was   vciy   popular.      Two  happy  y«'ars  of  student  life   we 
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spent  at  Uichinond  College  under  the  tutorHhip  of 
Drs.  Osborn,  Moulton,  and  the  Revs.  D.  Sanderson  and 
M.  Hartley.  In  the  second  year  he  regularly  assisted 
Dr.  Stephenson  at  Lambeth,  and  so  gained  a  love  for  tlie 
philanthropic  work  of  "The  Children's  Home,"  which  he 


HoBsoN  Strkkt  CnrR(  h. 

has  never  lost.  In  1870,  in  company  with  tlie  Uevs.  J. 
J.  Lewis,  J.  S.  Sinalley,  and  F.  W.  Isitt,  he  arrived  in 
New  Zealand.  During  the  past  twenty-eigljt  years  he  has 
been  appointed  to  several  of  the  principal  circuits, 
Auckland,  Wellington,  Christchurch,  Wanganui,  Lyttelton, 
and  Timaru,  having  had  the  l)enefit  of  his  iiiinisiry.  As 
a  preacher  he  is  ornate  and  rhetorical.  He  has  the  pen 
(»f  a  ready  writer,  and  for  eight  years  did  yeoman  service 
as  the  editor  of  the  Church  newspaper.  He  has  tlirice 
filled  the  position  of  Conference  Secretary,  and  in  isss 
was  elected  to  the  Presidency.  Strong  in  body,  and  with 
a  well-furnished  inind,  many  years  of  fruitful  Uibour  may 
be  expected  from  him. 

Exit  High    Street. 

While  Pitt  Street  was  growing  and  filling.  High  Street, 
by  reason  of  the  constant  migration  to  the  suburbs, 
steadily  declined.  l'^ve;i  the  most  gifted  speakers  failed 
to  secure  a  crowded  congregation.  Gradually  the  conviction 
forced  itself  upon  those  who  renuiined  that  its  days  as  a 
place  of  worship  were  numbered.  This  to  many  was  a 
great  grief.  They  had  been  baptised  there,  not  a  few  of 
them  married,  and  hundreds  converted.  But  it  was 
inevitable,  and  in  1874  it  was  sold  to  the  Auckland 
Commissioners  for  £3500.  Little  altered  in  outward 
appearance,  except  that  the  outside  has  been  stuccoed,  it 
is  now  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court,  and  law  and 
justice  are  meted  out  where  for  many  years  the  Gospel 
was  proclaimed.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  trust,  after  payment  of  the  mortgage  of  £1200,  the 
balance  of  the  purchase  money  was  voted  to  other  Church 
enterprises  around  the  city,  debts  of  £400  each  on  the 
Grafton  Road  and  Parliament  Street  parsonages  being 
thus  paid,  and  £100  each  on  the  Parnell  and  Union  Street 
Churches,  while  £700  was  given  to  reduce  that  on  Pitt 
Street,  and  £600  set  aside  for  investment  for  further 
religious  services  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city.     The  last 


named  sum  was  afterwards  by  vote  applied  to  other 
forms  of  extension.  Hobson  Street  Churcli  had  also  Ijeen 
closed  on  the  opening  of  Pitt  Street,  and  was  subse<|uently 
purchased  by  the  Free  Methorlists.  Its  after  history  will 
be  traced  at  a  later  period. 

51.  John's,  Ponsonby. 

is  now  the  second  church  in  the  Pitt  Street  Circuit,  and 
the  residence  of  a  minister.  For  some  yeai-s  after  the 
opening  of  Pitt  Street,  its  v/orshippers  came  not  only  from 
the  city  and  Newton,  but  along  Ponsonby  Road  to  Shelly 
Beach  and  Richmond.  Gradually  Ponsonby  itself  grew 
into  a  distinct  and  flourishing  suburb.  It  was  too  far  for 
heads  of  families  to  go  twice  a  day  to  Pitt  Street.  The 
children  were  unable  to  attend  Sunday-school.  Beskkn 
the  enrolled  Methodists,  others  to  whom  the  Church  was 
under  an  obligation  were  becoming  residents  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  Rev.  W.  Kirk,  then  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Circuit,  was  not  a  man  to  let  waA  an 
opportunity  slip.  He  consulted  his  office-bearers,  and  the 
first  portion  of  the  present  excellent  site  was  pnrehued. 
On  this  there  was  erected  the  weatherboard  church  which 
now  forms  the  central  portion  of  the  Sundaj-fldiool 
building.  It  cost  i'4 10  independent  of  land  and  fencing, 
and  was  opened  on  February  11,  1877,  by  the  Ilea's.  Kirk 
and  Walk  in.  On  the  same  day  a  Sunday-school  was 
started  under  the  energetic  management  of  Mr.  J. 
[janbury.  Doth  were  prosperous  from  the  beginning. 
Classes  were  organised,  in  which  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
mcmbeis  was  nurtured,  and  where  they  were  trained  for 
service.  Iri  a  little  more  than  four  years  the  cry  wa*<: 
"The  placi'  is  too  srrait  for  us  I''  The  rime  seemed 
in«»ppoitune.  Pitt  Street  was  gallantly  bestirring  itself  to 
])ay  oil'  its  dchi,  and  other  undertakings  were  in  progress. 
I>ut  the  population  was  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  Trustees 
wei'c  full  of  hope  and  enterprise.  Liberal  subscriptions  were 
(►tl'ered.  The  plans  of  the  present  elegant  and  attractive 
Ijuilding,  drawn  by  Mr.  K.  Bartle}',  were  accepted. 
To  secure  a  larger  frontage  and  obtain  a 
alongside  the  church, 
the  present  minister's 
residence,  with  front 
age  to  two  streets, 
was  also  [)urchased  ; 
the  dwelling  foiiiiei'ly 

occupied     being     sold  ^>wr>  ..3^ 

at  an  advance.  The 
only  thing  that  threat 
ened  discord  was  the 
name,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  call  it  Wesley 
Church,  and  this  was 
strongly  advocated, 
but  on  tlu^  minister 
mildly  suggesting 
that  St.  John  was  at 
least  worthy  of  e<pial 
honour  with  John 
Wesley,  the  opposi- 
tion was  withdrawn. 
The  foundation  stcme 
was  laid  by  Mrs. 
Dewsbury,  wife  of 
the  resident  minister, 
on  November  2,  1881.      Rev,  J.  G.  Chapman. 
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it  was  carried  forward  to  completion,  and  the 
xdevH  it  conspicuous  from  a  large  portion  of  the 
I    from    the    harbour.     It    had    been    ori)2:inally 

to  sjH^nd  i*  1,500,  but  the  actual  cost  was  £1,700  ; 
e  purchase  of  land  and  house  involved  an  outlay 

more.     From  the  first  there  have  been  tireless 

connecte<l  with  the  con^^regation.  Messrs. 
'  and  Horsley,  in  the  Sunday-school,  have  been 
by  earnest  teachers.     The  latter  gentleman   has 


FREKT    PVRSON  \(.K. 

5  served  as  (ni;jinist.  Mis.  •luyut,  Mis.  Best,  Mr. 
nt,  and  otliers  have  been  ctticicnt  clfiss  Icidcrs. 
Mr.  W.  dJiitVith,  wli(»  for  many  y<\irs  liad  hrcii  iji 
)f  the  Vinn-  ivelict*  in  iii.i^'h  Street  and  Pitt  Street 
s,  also  worsliipjx'd  there  in  later  days  and  earrieil 
L^oorl  work.  Messis.  Heron,  W.  and  A.  Thnrne, 
>>oke,  Winstone,  and  otliers,  more  reeentlv  joined 
H.  T.  Whe<'ler,  have  rendered  faithful  serviee  as 
I,  while  many  '' ele<'l  ladies  '  have  done  nobly,  not 
ilevising  means  to  help  the  finance,  hut  t«»  })ring 
iderei*s  in.  The  minister  in  charge  is  the  iJev. 
eady,  whose  life  story  is  most  interesting.  One  of 
r  of  twelve,  and  born  of  Irish  parents  in  London, 
he  wit  and  ready  tongue  of  his  nationality.  His 
were  Itoman  Catholics,  and  both  dying  earlv,  he 
i  an  orphan  at  sev(»n.  P'or  iivt^  years  he  was  a 
e  city  waif,  sleeping  where  he  could,  and  living  as 
ondon  street  l)oys  can.  Rescued  by  a  City 
iry,  he  was  sent  to  Midler  s  Orphanage  at  Bristol, 
re  learned  to  read.  Apprenti^-ed  to  a  godly  miller 
nshire,  who  was  a  mend)er  of  the  Bible  Christian 
and  took  an  interest  in  the  lad,  he  was 
jd.  After  choir,  school,  and  local  preaclnng  work, 
sent  to  the  J>ible  Christian  College,  and  thence  to 
i.  Twelve  years  ago  he  came  to  the  Colony  as  a 
Christian  Minister.  Three  years  were  spent  in 
ury,  and  then  he  found  his  sphere  in  Dunedin. 
3  standing  by  his  side,  on(»  Saturday  night  he  began 
in  the  Octagon,  gave  an  address,  and  invited  his 
to  a  service  at  the  Hattray  Street  Hall  the 
g  evening.  In  a  few  months  the  hall  was  filled, 
val  was  made  to  the  Lyceum,  and  afterwards  the 
1  Hall  was  rented.     There,  for  about  five  years,  he 


regularly  ministered  to  a  congregation  of  500  in  the 
morning,  and  three  times  that  numljer  at  night,  the  work 
being  known  tis  the  Central  Mission.  In  connection  with 
the  Methodist  Cnion  in  181^6,  Mr.  Keady  became  a  Minister 
of  the  United  Church.  The  following  Conference  he  was 
granted  a  year's  furlough  in  England,  where  he  was  very 
successful  in  raising  funds  for  the  Bible  Christian  Missions. 
On  his  return,  he  resumed  his  pastorate  of  the  Central 
Mission  for  a  year,  and  at  the  last  Conference  was 
appointed  to  Ponsonby.  He  has  abundant  energy, 
speaks  with  considerable  animation  and  force,  and  delights 
in  evangelistic  services.  Surrounded  by  zealous  workers, 
an<l  on  the  sunny  side  of  forty,  signal  service  may  l>e 
expected  from  him  in  Auckland. 


Two  Other  Churches 

are  also  un<ler  the  pastoral  care  of  Mr.  Heady.  That  at 
Arch  Hill  owes  its  origin  to  the  zeal  and  energy  of  a 
couple  of  North  of  England  Methoilists — the  late  Mr. 
Wakerley  and  his  wife,  who  still  lives.  Coming  to  the 
colony  about  nineteen  yQuvs  since,  Mr.  Wakerley  first 
became  an  active  worker  in  the  Union  Street  congregation. 
On  going  to  live  at  Arch  Hill,  he  started  prayer-meetings 
in  his  own  house.  This  led  to  a  demand  for  a  Sunday- 
school,  which   was  met,  and  th(Mi  for  a  church    in   which 


Rev.  W.  J.  Williams.— iVf/  Street  /*f/.</oy 


the  school  might  meet  and  the  parents  worship.  After 
two  years'  services  in  a  public  schoolroom,  aided  by  the 
late  Mr.  J.  Prober t  and  others,  the  present  mode^st  church 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  £365,  and  opened  in  April,  1883. 
So  hm^  as  Mr.  Wakerley  lvv^l\\.  y^^^^'^x^  <^^^^K'^.^\sst^>5^ 
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had  the  puwcT  of  infusing  others  with  enthusiasm.  Of 
late,  its  growth  has  hanliy  tM|ualIe(l  expeetatious,  but  two 
services  are  held  there  each  Lord's  Day,  and  there  is  a 
Sunday-sclux)l.  In  the  midst  of  a  working-class  population 
it  is  well  situated  for  Christian  work.  IWfield  is  can 
alt<^>gether  ditforent  locality.  Most  of  tlu»  houses  in  the 
neiuhbourluMKl  are  of  elegant  appearance,  and  each  is  in 
its  own  grounds,  its  erection  is  due  to  the  filial  piety  of 
Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Richard  H<)l)bs.  They  have  resided  there 
for  soni«»  years.     As  a  larg**  p<»|)ulation  was  coming  to  reside. 


(M)n- 
aiid 
th«' 
and 
1L>1. 


RkV.    Ei»\VAI{I>    Hh>T. 

and  some  of  them  falling  out  of  the  habit  of  i-hun-h  going,  Mr. 
Hobbs  urged  upon  the  Pitt  Stiret  Circuit  Oirn-iai  Meeting 
the  necessity  of  providing  for  their  spii-itual  wants.  He  was 
prepared  to  give  the  site,  if  a  <-luu'ch  were  built  and 
worked.  Some  hesitatc^d,  and  were  afraid  other 
gregations  would  be  injured.  Time  was  passing  by, 
^Nlr.  Hobbs  therefore  wisely  resolved  to  undertake 
work  him.self.  Thc^  r(»sult  is  seen  in  tlu?  neat 
attractive  building,  a  view  of  which  ai»pears  on  ]wige 
It  is  well-lighted,  seated  with  chairs,  aeconnnodat(ss  two 
hundred  persons,  and  is  un<lerstood  to  hav(»  cost  t*7.')0. 
On  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  his  father's  (the  Rev. 
J.  Hobbs')  arrival  in  New  Zealand,  it  was  s(?t  apart  for 
Divine  worship.  ^Ir.  Hobbs  is  the  sole  1  rustee,  but  has 
made  arrangements  for  its  being  used  as  a  Wesle\'an 
Church  in  perpetuity.  A  good  congregation  is  already 
gathered,  a  Sundav-school  carried  on,  and  a  class  meeting 
organised. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Best, 

a  venerable  Supernumerary  minister,  is  als«»  associated  with 
the  Ponsonby  sid(?  of  the  circuit,  and  for  seven  years  past 
has  been  an  attendant  at  St.  John's.  He  is  a  native 
of  th(^  Emerald  Isle,  whither  his  ancestors  migraU'd  from 
Kent  in  the  time  of  Cromwell.  He  is  a  Methodist  <>(  th(» 
Methodists,  his  maternal  giuiulmother  having  been  a 
convert  of  .John  Wesley  hims(?lf.      His  father   was   a  local 


preacher,  and  his  wife  Ix'longs  to  a  family  uf  ministfrs. 
Two  of  his  brothers  also  Ixjcanie  Itinerants,  and  laboured 
for  many  yeai-s  in  the  MethcxJist  Episcopal  Chuich  of 
America,  South.  Mr.  Best  possesses  all  the  emotion  and 
pathos  of  his  countrymen,  and  their  gifts  of  fluent  speech. 
Keceived  into  the  ministry  in  his  native  land  in  that  year 
of  dearth,  1H48,  he  was  sent  to  a  circuit  where  he  had  to 
preach  daily,  and  yet  his  first  year's  stipend  was  not 
sutlicient  to  buy  clothes.  The  next  his  remuneration  was 
little  larger.  Thus  "  he  learned  to  endure  hardness,"  but 
learned  also  the  warmth  of  Irish  Metho<iist  hospitality. 
After  his  probation,  he  serve<l  twenty-nine  years  in 
Ireland,  in  far  away  Donegal,  and  also  in  Belfast,  Cork, 
and  Dublin,  with  honour  to  himself  an<l  advantage  to  the 
people.  During  that  time  he  passed  through  a  severe 
cholera  epidemic,  wlujn  he  had  daily  to  bury  the  dea<J  an<l 
preach  to  th<'  living.  On  account  ni  unusual  success,  he 
had  at  one  time  to  bear  his  share  of  Roman  Catholic 
pers(»cutions.  He  also  saw  with  his  own  eyes  the  (treat 
Hevival  of  1S.*)<),  of  which  hi?  has  many  wonderful  storit^s 
t<)  relate.  He  also  saw  much  fruit  of  his  own  lalxmr.  On 
account  of  family  sickness,  he  came  to  >*ew  Zealand  in 
ISHI.  !>'»ing  a  senior  minister  he  was  successively  placed 
in  charge  of  Duneclin,  Duibam  Street  (Christchurch),  the 
Thames,  Aucklarid,  and  Napier  Circuits,  in  all  of  which 
places  h(»  made  warm  friends.  Though  now  consideriiblv 
l)eyond  the  three  score  and  ten,  and  suftering  from 
deafness,  he  ])reai!hes  fretpientlv,  does  some  past<»i*al 
visitation,   and  has  a  wide  correspondence. 

Kifijcsland. 

The  Church  in  this  locality  ha<  undergone  considerable 
changes,  both  in  form  and  nomenclature.  Originally  it 
was  Whao  IJoad,  ;ind  of  the  early  services  and  erections 
th(M-e  an  aeconnt  has  already  been  given.  The  name 
became  unsaxoury,  because  the  Asylum  wjus  at  the  Whao, 
and  it  was  called  New  North  Road  to  distinguish  it  from 
the  (Ireat  North  Kuad  lunning  through  Newton  and  An'h 
Hill.  Kventnally  some  genius  named  it  Kingsland,  and 
under  this  happier  designation  it  has  flourislunl,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  thriving  and  attractive  of  the  suburlxs,  new 
houses  b'Miig  built  there  continually.  The  old  church, 
after  its  numerous  alteiations  and  enlargements,  got 
decidi'dly  behind  the  times.  In  November,  1H96,  the 
foundation  stone  of  the  ]»resent  neat  and  commodious 
structure,  known  as  Trinity  (-hurch,  was  laid  by  the  Rev. 
T.  \V.  V^'alie,  who,  as  the  third  minister  of  the  circuit, 
resided  there.  Memorial  stones  were  also  laid  by  the  clas-* 
leader,  Mr.  (t.  A.  i>utth»,  and  others.  The  people  gave 
and  worked  with  a  will,  and  at  a  total  cost  of  over  £><00, 
for  land  and  building,  the  church  was  opene<l  in  February, 
1807,  by  the  three  circuit  ministers,  Mr.  Vealie  pi*eachin«,' 
the  first  seiinon.  Is  is  now  under  the  past^>ral  care  of  the 
Kev.  ,1.  (J.  C-hapman.  Mr.  Chajinian  is  a  Londoner  by 
birth,  was  converttnl  when  a  lad  of  thirteen,  and  came  to 
tin*  colony  at  twenty.  Two  years  later  he  l)egan  to  preach, 
and  after  a  short  term  at  college  was  sent  to  supply  the 
Hawera  Circuit,  on  the  death  of  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Barley. 
The  rest  of  his  probation  was  served  in  tin?  Ix»eston  and 
Wellington  Circuits.  After  four  years  in  Otago,  lie  t«MA' 
a  trip  to  Kngland,  and  was  then  appointtnl  to  Aucklaml. 
He  is  a  clear  and  graceful  speaker,  and  has  aptitude  for 
study,  while  his  present  position  gives  abundant  scope  for 
diligent  pastoral  work.  Mr  Chapman  has  also  under  his 
charge 
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The  Mount  Albert  Church 

oongregfttiofi.  After  fifteen  years'  service,  the  original 
eh  bailt  there  gave  place  in  1S82  to  the  present  more 
inngMid  commodious  building,  erected  at  a  cost  of 
X^Tho  foundation  stone  was  laid  on  March  21st  by 
Taylor,  whose  husband  gave  the  site,  and  six  months 

the  church  was  opened,  the  preachers   for  the  day 
g  the  Revs  T.  Spurgeon,  A.  Reid,  and  W.  G.  Parson- 

The  district  was  then  rapidly  growing  in  population, 
it  was  hoped  that  within  a  short  perio(j  a  Parsonage 
Id  be  erected,  and  a  minister  locate<l.  But  shortly 
•  the  growth  of  population  seeme<l  to  be  arrwted. 
lit  started  again,  and 
jrears  ago  more  school 
mmodation  became  a 
wity.  Class  rooms 
I  erected,  the  school 
f  altered  and  modern- 
and  at  a  cost  of  about 
}the  present  complete 
J  of  rooms  provided. 
lirably  situated,  with 
amber  of  well-toflo 
Hea  around,  well  tried 
^-bearers,  and  an  ex- 
nt  service  of  song,  the 
negation  there  is  in 
vy  circumstunces,  and 
a  fine  field  for  useful- 


lere  resides  at  Mount 
jrt,  in  honoured  super- 
eraryship,  the  Rt^v. 
I  Law.  A  native  of 
»8hire,  he  has  a  full 
e  of  the  shrewdness  in 
aess  usually  ascribed 
le  men  of  that  great 
ity,  and  has  used  this 


to  the  advantage  of 
Church.  The  son  of 
ml  preacher,  he  was 
«rted  in  his  native 
ge,  commenced  preach- 
Ji  bis  twentieth  year, 
was  sent  into  the 
iatry  from  the  Tod- 
len  Circuit.  After 
years  at  Richmond 
ige,  he  came  to  New 
and,   spent    his    first 

as     the     Rev.     J. 
NT's   assistant    in   Auckland,   and    was    subsequently 
inted  in  succession  chiefly  to  wide  country  circuits, 

as  Waikato,  Patea,  Jjawrence,  Franklin,  and 
urangi.  He  also  travelled  in  the  Grey  town,  Upper 
nes,  Manukau,  Greymouth,  and  Whangarei  Circuits. 
kU  he  did  faithfully  the  work  of  a  Clii-istian  pastor, 
pulously  kept  his  appointments,  and  looked  carefully 

•  the  business  of  the  Churches  as  well  as  promoting 

*  spiritual  interests.  The  splendid  parsonage  and 
ch  site  in  Camliridge  was  secure<l  by  his  foresight,  and 
sters'  houses  purchased  at  To  Aroha  and  Wark worth, 
e  churches  were  ciiKited  at  Hawora  and  elsewhere.  After 
BATS  of  unremitting  labour  his  health  gave  way,  but  in 
pleasantsaburb  he  labours  in  his  loved  work  as  he  is  able. 
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Henderson  Church  and  the  Hreechln^  Stetlone. 

Beyond  Mount  Albert  a  few  miles  is  the  Henderson 
District,  which  has  come  somewhat  into  prominence  as  a 
place  for  fruit  growinj$.  For  some  years  the  Pitt  Street 
preachers  had  conducted  services  in  the  schoolroom  of  the 
township.  As  the  population  increased,  there  was  a 
natural  desire  to  have  a  church  of  their  own.  A  site  was 
given  by  one  of  the  i-esidents,  the  foundation  laid  in 
November  last,  and  early  in  the  present  year  (1899)  the 
neat  and  convenient  church  was  opened,  the  greater  part 
of  the  cost  of  £180  being  raised.  Nearly  forty  years 
since  a  service  was  instituted  and  for  many  years  carried  on 

at    Titirangi.      The     older 
preachers   remember   it    as 

^         the    place    (Parrs)     where 

.  some  of  their  first  sermons 
were  delivered.  Under  the 
designation  of  Waikoniiti 
this  preaching  station  is 
still  continued.  Another 
station  is  the  Mortuary 
Chapel  at  the  new  cemetery. 
Services  are  also  conducted 
on  the  Sunday  evenings  in 
the  sch(M)li'Oom  at  Three 
Kings,  when  a  few  of  the 
neighbours  assemble  with 
the  Principal's  family  and 
the  Maori  students  for  the 
public  worship  of  G(k1.  Thus 
there  are  in  the  Pitt  Street 
Circuit  seven  churches  and 
three  other  preaching  places. 
In  the  supply  of  the  pulpits 
the  three  ministers  are 
aided  by  t went}'- two  local 
preachers,  while  the  5.31 
church  nienibei^s  are  un<ler 
the  care  of  24  leaders,  and 
in  the  Sun<lay-school8  124 
teachers  have  the  charge  of 
ten  times  that  numlwr  of 
scholars,  or  1245  in  all,  and 
a  total  of  3400  hearers. 

AUCKLAND.— Grafton 
Road  Circuit. 

Next  in  importance  to 
Pitt  Street  Church  comes 
Grafton  Road,  which,  since 
1S80,  has  been  the  head  of 
the  second  Auckland  Cir- 
cuit. It  occupies  a  very  conspicuous  position,  and  has, 
morei)ver,  the  distinction  of  l)eing  on  the  very  s[)ot  whei-e 
the  first  Native  Tnstituticm  was  commenced.  When  the 
Mission  house  in  Othcial  Hay  wjus  disposed  of,  part  of  the 
proceeds  was  voted  by  tli(»  Trustees  towards  church 
extension  in  and  around  the  city.  A  plot  of  land  was 
thus  purchased  for  a  church  site  at  what  was  then  called 
Cotele,  immediately  at  the  head  of  Kyl>er  Pass  Road, 
apparently  the  very  secti<m  now  occupi(»d  by  St.  David's 
Presbyterian  Church.  Vpim  tlu*  erection  of  Pitt  Sti'eet 
being  determined  on,  it  was  seen  that  Cotele  was  too  near 
for  another  W<»sleyan  Church,  iiut  the  then  residents  of 
Grafton  Road  and  neigh bourhoiKl,  including  Rev  H.  IJ. 
Lawry,    Mr,    Way  to,  the.  \taXft  \Vssww..  ^\»\sfc.,  "^\«^m5x^ 
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A.  Somevillc,  and  others,  thought  the  time  had  come  for 
one  in  their  own  locality.  Cotele,  therefore,  was  sold,  and 
the  amount  received  became  the  nucleus  of  the  Build in;a: 
Fund.  Contracts  were  let,  and  in  February,  1S6G,  the 
first  Grafton  Road  Church,  of  whicli  we  are  <clad  to  present 
an  illustration,  was  opened.  It  cost  about  £600.  P]ver 
since  it  has  been  the  home  of  a  choice  and  cultivated 
con^^regation.     Some  of    the    most   eminent    of  the    New 
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Zealand  ministers  have  enjoyed  a  pastorate  tliere,  livini^'  in 

the  neat  parsonage  adjoining,  which  was  huilt   about   fuiu" 

years    later.     Tlie    church    built    in    lleimicra,    to    whit-li 

reference  has  been   made,   was    removed    to  this    site  and 

became  the  Sunday-school.      During  the    pasioiate   of  tlu' 

Rev.   R.   Bavin,   the  church   was  found    to    he    too    small 

for  the  increasing  congregation,    and    the    piescnt    hriji^ht 

and  attractive  building  took  its  place.     C'onsideiahle energy 

was    displayed    in   connection    with    the    ereetion.      At    a 

meeting  h^ld  in    May,    1SS4,   it    was  resolved,   without   a 

dissentient  voice,   that  a  new  church    to  seat  (.')()  persons 

was  a  necessity,  and  it  was  agn»ed  to  spend  i'loOO  theifon. 

In  fourteen  months  the  scheme  was  carried  to  a  successful 

issue,  and  the  opening  services,  in  which  Hevs.  I>avin,   A. 

J.     Smith      (Primitive),      Robertson     (Congregalic^nalist ), 

Reid  and  Best  took  part,   were  most  enthusiastic.      It  was 

found  that  the  estimate  of  cost  had  Ix^en  exceeded  bv£->0(), 

while  alterations  to  the   ohl   church  and   fitting  it  up  for 

school  purposes    had    entailed    a    further  expenditure    of 

je400.     Thus  there  was  a  debt   of  £000,    which    it    was 

resolved  to  raise  in  a  month.     Tufortunately,  the  resolution 

was  not  carried  out,  but  a  plan  for  the  licpiidation  of  the 

debt    is    now    being    carried    out.      Mr.     r»avin     was    an 

enthusiast  in  music,  the   choir  and  organist    wen*  ecpially 

energetic,  and  the  sweet-toned  organ  was  presented  by  the 

choir  to  the  Trustees,  through  Mr.  White,  the  organist,  on 

the  occasion    of    the    church    opening.     The    comfortable 

arrangement  of  the  seats,  and  the  chaste  decorations  of  the 

church,    charms  all    visitors,  while   the   excellence  of  the 

psalmody  always  helps    the    preacher,    and    adds    to   the 

spiritual  profit  of  the  congregation.    There  is  a  well-attended 

and     well-organised     Sunday  school,     which,     under    the 

superintendence  of  Mr.  John  Burtcm,  is  doing  steady  and 

useful  work.     We  are  informed  that  a  curious  link  connects 

the  school   with  the  early   days   of    Aui'kland    Methodism, 


in  that  the  organ  originally  used  in  the  weather-lward 
church  in  High  Street,  is  still  used  there  to  lead  theservice 
of  song.  Several  old  Methodist  families— the  St/)n«s 
Whites,  Lawrys,  Ormistons,  lU'crofts,  Burtons,  Ro^ 
Waytes,  Hunters,  and  others — are  still  well  represented  in 
the'meml)ership  and  ottice-bearei's  of  the  Church,  and  a 
marked  and  pleasant  feature  is  the  number  of  young  men 
and  women  in  the  congregation. 

The  Rev.  H.  R.  Dewsbury,  now  the  Pastor  of  the 
Church,  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Circuit,  isoneoftli^ 
foremost  ministers  of  the  Ocmference.  Although  of  English 
parentage,  he  was  born  in  Scotland,  where  he  spent  h\< 
early  boyhood,  and  has  caught  the  deep  burr  of  his 
Northern  surroundings,  and  has  a  liking  for  Scotch  phraser 
and  words.  Coming  as  a  youth  to  New  Zealand,  he  was 
converted  in  Christcliurch,  under  the  powerful  ministry  of 
California  Taylor  (now  Bishop  Wm.  Taylor  of  the  M.E. 
Church),  who  w;is  then  on  an  Evangelistic  Missitm  to  New 
Zealand.  He  felt  constrained  to  become  a  preaciier  of  \h^ 
Gospel,  and  before  he  attained  his  m\jority  was  receiveii 
as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry.  From  tlie  beginniiiii  he 
has  })een  recognised  as  possessing  unusual  gifts.  Of  a 
strong  ])hysi(iue,  long  hours  of  study  were  no  har(i^hip, 
and  as  a  young  man  his  vigils  were  proU)nged,  the  result 
being  seen  in  his  wide  ac(iuaintance  with  the  master-*  of 
English  prose  and  verse,  as  well  as  success  in  chissical 
study.  Possessing  an  ample  vocabulary,  and  havin«r  a 
good  delivery  and  a  resonant  voice,  his  sermons,  which  aro 
polished  eompositio!is,  are  very  effective,  while  his  ebarm 
of  manner  makes  him  a  favourite  in  social  life.  Durinu' 
his  ministry,  he 
has  n^eeived  ap- 
pointments in 
ea<-h    of    the    six 

New    Zeal  a  n  d 

Districts,     has 
also    been    Sccie- 

tary  to  the    Con- 

f  e  r  e  n  e  e,    a  n  d 

o  e  (•  u  p  i  ed    t  h(» 

1*  r  e  s  i  d(>  n  t  ial 

Chair.      lAn-    the 

fourth     year     in 

succession  he  has 

been    e  1  e  c  t  e  d 

Chairman   of  the 

Auckland  Synod, 

a  position   whi«'h 

carries     with     it 

m  uc  h      otHcial 

work,     and      the 

Presidency  <>f  im- 
portant    Trusts. 

I»ut      cares      sit 

easily    upon     his 

broad   shoulders. 

He  has  asplendid 

jnemory,    is    still 

in  the  prime  of 

by  his  people. 


Rkv.  \V.  Rf.vuy. 


lis  intellectual  power,  and  much  beloved 


Newmarket 

Horough,  with  a  bus\'  artisan  population,  and  only  a  mile 
and  a-half  distant  from  Grafton  Road,  has  also  a  church  of 
its  own.     For  a  series  of  year.s,  the  members  residing  there 
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Worshipped,  some  at  Parneli  and  othei^s  at  Grafton  lioad. 
In  1871),  as  population  was  rapidly  increasing  both  in 
Newmarket  itself,  and  the  portion  of  Remuera  closel}' 
adjacent  thereto,  it  was  resolved  to  initiate  a  cause  in 
Newmarket  proper,  and  a  public  hall  was  rented,  the  fii*st 
service*  being  held  in  August.  The  Rev.  G.  Bond,  then 
living  at  Grafton  Road,  fostered  the  rising  cause,  and  two 
years  later  the  present  church,  seating  about  "JOO  poi^sons, 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  £450.  The  foundation  piles  were 
laid,  with  gre^t  ceremony,  on  March  1st,  by  Revs.  Buddie, 
Morle^-,  Messi-s.  J.  L.  Wilson,  and  T.  Buddie.  Messrs. 
Scotter,  Hogg,  Woods,  T.  Buddie,  Gilmour,  Rose,  French, 
and  others,  are  pillars  of  the  Church  there  and  workers  in 
dLfforeiit  departments.  It  is  surrounde<l  by  a  busy  and 
const  All  tly  increasing  })opulation,  anumg  whom  there  is 
rcKtiiL  for  further  increase.  Tiiis  church  and  tlu*  one  at 
Parneli,   fil ready  referred  to,  are  inchided  in  tiie  })astorate 


a  painstaking  and  instructive  preat^her,  and  a  conscientiou 
pastor.     A  ready  penman,  he  served  for  seven  years  as 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Conference,  and   has  also  been 
elected  Secretary  of  the  Otago  and  Nelson  Synods.     There 
are  also  under  his  charge  the  outlying  districts  of 

Pakurans:a,  Panmure,  and  Ellerslie. 

At  the  two  former  of  these,  churches  have  also  been 
erected.  Howick  was  one  of  the  original  pensiimer  villages, 
and  services  were  started  here  in  the  fifties.  Soon  after  a 
small  church  was  built,  and  for  a  dozen  years  well  attendwl. 
During  a  period  of  commercial  depression  several  members 
left  th(»  place,  and  the  building  was  removed  to  Pakuranga. 
near  the  residc^nce  of  the  late  Mr.  Qualtrough,  a  veteran 
local  preacher,  who,  for  many  years,  was  perpetual  curate. 
There  in  the  midst  of  a  small  farming  community,  the 
services  are  still  continued.      Pannmre   is  another  of  the 
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of  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Pinfold,  F.(4.S.,  who  is  the  second 
minister  of  the  circuit.  Mr.  Pinfold  is  from  Knghind,  and 
WHS  born  and  brought  up  in  Manchester.  He  commenced 
to  preach  at  eightPen,  and  after  spending  a  year  as  Home 
Missionary  in  the  Highbury  Circuit,  liOndon,  in  nvsponse 
to  the  invitation  of  the  Rev.  J.  JUdler,  came  to  New  Zea- 
land in  1H79.  After  two  years  spent  at  Three  Kings 
('ollege,  he  was  sent  as  the  first  minister  to  the  Tpper 
Thames,  where  goixl  work  was  done,  also  at  C-oron^aiidel 
and  Gisborne.  Since  then  he  has  taken  circuits  in  the 
Taranaki,  Canterbury,  Otago,  and  West  land  }>rovinces, 
thus  gaining  a  wid(»  knowle<lge  of  the  Colony.  Whih* 
diligent  in  ministerial  studies  proper,  he  also  finds  "sermons 
in  stones,"  and  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  (Geological 
Society  (London),  in  1894,  and  F.R.M.S.  in   189«.     He  is 


[)ensioner  settlements.  For  many  years  preachers  contented 
themselves  with  passing  throu^li  it  to  Howiek,  but  about 
1892  meetings  wer«»  held  which  lesulted  in  the  building  of 
the  Mission  Hall,  of  which  an  illustration  aj)pears.  At 
Kllerslie,  services  are  still  held  in  the  public  sclioolr<iom. 

Lower  Remuera. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Wilson,  who  as  a  boy  worshipped  in  the 
Mechanics  Uay  Sawpit,  and  is  now  a  local  pnvicher, 
erected  at  his  own  cost,  some  years  since,  a  comfortable 
Mission  Hall,  where  Wesleyan  serviees  aie  held  every 
Sunday  evening,  and  lUble  classes  and  other  meetings 
(•(mducted  during  the  week.  Catholie  in  his  sympathies, 
and  su})remely  anxious  to  do  good,  the  use  of  the  Hall  is 
given  by  Mr.  Wilson  to  the   Anglicans  for  their  Sunday 
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morning  service.  G(kk1  congrej^ations  jisseiiible  there,  and 
a  vigorous  Sunday-school  is  worked,  cliiully  by  Mr. 
Wilson's  family.  The  GrafUm  Roa^l  Circuit  staff  also 
conducts  regular  services  in  the  Auckland  Hosjntal  and 
among  the  prisoners  at  the  (iaol.      Exclusive  of  these,  there 


policy  of  concentration,  it  was  resoived  to  sell.  This  was 
a  severe  blow  to  the  loyal  members  who  had  m  heartily 
exerti^d  themselves,  and  for  years  this  unwise  st^p 
retarded  development.  Presently  the\'  took  heart  of  grace, 
and    Messrs.    Lfindei-s   and    Holmes    commencf*d    cotta;:e 


Oli>  Kix<;>i.aM)  Chikcfi. 

are  under  the  minister's  charge  1, ')()(;  |KMs«>ns,  7"»<)  t»t* 
whom  are  Sunday  scholars  and  '2'M  enioll('<|  Chmcli 
meml)ers.  In  the  five  churches  and  two  jufmliini,^  j)la(('s 
eleven  local  preachers  exercise*  their  i^ifts.  Fniii'  (lass 
leaders  act  as  sub-pastors,  and  7!)  teaeheis  wmk  in  the 
Sunday-schools. 

The  ]{evs.  H.  H.  Law ry  and  W.  dittos,  an  acr.mnt  of 
whose  career  is  given  in  eonneetion  with  the  Maori 
Mission,  reside  in  this  circuit. 


AUCKLAND.— North  Shore  CircuiL 

As  previously  stated,  (juite  early  in  the  history  of 
Auckland  Methodism,  sersices  w(Me  held  at  AN'hareroa, 
Shoal  J>ay,  and  North  Head,  but  no  ju'inianent  ft»oting 
appears  to  have  been  then  gained.  Indeed,  the  stretch  of 
water  between,  in  the  days  presious  to  steam  f«Mii,.s,  made 
the  regular  supply  of  services  a  matter  of  consiejcrable 
ditficulty.  Tn  ISG'),  the  advantages  of  what  is  now  known 
at  Devonport  for  residence,  for  health  and  ]ileasure,  and 
also  as  affording  facilities  for  b-jat  building,  l)egan  to  l)e 
appreciated,  and  a  numlx'r  of  lious<'s  w(M'e  <'rected. 
Among  those*  who  then  went  there  were  several  earnest 
Methodists,  who  appealed  to  the  Auckland  Circuit  for 
services.  The  writer,  tlu'n  the  third  ministn-,  resjumdcd 
thereto,  and  well  renuMubers  how  Messrs.  W.  HoIum's, 
J.  Kurnett,  and  others  rowed  him  oxer  in  a  whaleboat  on 
Saturday  night,  and  back  to  the  city  on  ^londay  morning. 
A  hearty  welcome  was  giv<«n.  The  two  senior  ministers  - 
Messrs.  Warren  and  JUuldle  -  and  s<»veral  local  j»reachers 
also  helped,  and  for  two  years  scMvices  wei-e  held  in  the 
schoolroom.  A  splendid  church  site  was  given  bv  Mr. 
Trevarthen,  on  a  part  of  the  land  where  the  district 
schools  now  stand,  and  a  neat  church  built  at  a  cost  of 
i'200,  th(i  Trust<'es  being  Messrs.  W.  H.  Ihown, 
W.  Holmes,  .L  Burnett,  J.  L.  Wilson,  Welsman,  and 
French.  Although  the  populatiim  was  c<>mparatively 
small,  the  cause  ))rospered.  I'nfortunately,  a  debt 
remained  on  the  building,  and  when  a  time  of  depression 
came,  in  an  hour  of  panic,  and   in  pursuance  of  a  mistaken 


N  i.w    KiM.>i.  \M.  I  III  m  II. 

meetings.  Then  tiie  sami'  earnest  brethien  «*ret-ted  a  small 
room  on  Mr.  Landers' projuM-ty.  The  services  there  prove«l 
succe>^sful.  l)ut  the  situation  was  inconvenient,  and  thf 
Devonj»ort  Hall  was  taken.  After  a  while,  a  piece  of  land 
adjjjining  the  hall  and  fronting  the  beach  was  purchase<i. 
and  a  church,  to  seat  two  hundred  persons  and  costin«j 
,€  r)0,  oj»ened  in  .March,  1^77,  Messrs.  Landers 
Kinsev,  llolnu^^,  (Ireen,  lIooktM*,  I>urnett,  and  others, 
inteicsted  iluMnselves  in  the  moviMuent.  A  go(Kl  c«)ngi*ega- 
tion    was    soon    ^atiienMl.      r»ut     the    site    was    small    and 


.Mi:.    I1<>im;s«».n.      Titusuirr,    Kiinifilaml  Church. 


rttE  COLONIAL  CIIUUCHliIS. 


•217 


cramped,  aud  in  1885  it  was  thought  wise  to  acquire  tlie 
larger  piece  of  ground  now  occupied.  The  church  was 
removed  thither,  and  by  the  addition  of  a  transept,  made 
double  the  size.  The  total  outlay  for  land,  removal,  and 
enlargement  was  £1450.  Previous  to  this  time  a  number 
of  active  members  and  workers  had  gone  to  reside  in  the 
place,  and  Messrs.  J.  Edson, 
Mason,  A.  andJ.  Henderson, 
Spraggon,  Howarth,  Tan- 
fiehl,  and  others  helped 
largely  in  llie  undertaking. 
Three  years  later  the  com- 
fortable and  pleasantly 
situated  parsonage  was  erected 
at  a  co.«»t  of  £593.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  l>each  site, 
which  was  valuable,  was  lield 
rather  too  lung,  and  so  a 
heavy  debt  incurred  in  the 
enlargement,  whioli  crij>pItMl 
the  energies  of  tlie  congre- 
gation for  a  time.  A  large 
part  of  this  has  since  been 
removed,  and  "  the  j)eginning 
of  the  end  '  is  seen.  In  isy4, 
during  the  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  L.  Hudson,  tlie  cliurch 
pi-emises  were  coniplet(»d  by 
the  erection  of  a  scliool- 
room,  costing  £l'09,  the  entire  cost  beini,'  raised. 
From  the  time  of  the  erection  nf  the  lUsich  Iloaci  (.'lunch, 
8|)eeial  attention  was  paid  to  the  choir.  Mr.  llaibutt, 
the  choirmaster,  was  enthusiastic,  followed  by  Mr.  I'i. 
IJartley,  eciually  devoted,  and  now  the  succ<'ssi(»n  is  well 
maintained  by  Mr.  I>rou«j:hton.  Within  tin;  la^t  few- 
months,  a  ^lission  Hall  has  been  erected  fie(»  from  debt,  at 
8unny.sid(»,  near  the  Calliope  Dock,  on  a  site  given  by  the 
Messrs.  Wilson  and  McDowell.  Mr.  P.  U.  Mason,  the 
son  of  a  noted  Knglish  ^lethodist  Minister,  has  done  much 
to  help  it,  not  only  ])y  his  own  c»)ntril)Utions,  but 
by  obtaining  donations  from  (ireat  Britain,  Other  senior 
members  of  the  congregation  also  h<'l])e(l,  and  tlie  youn^ 
people  gave   their  labour.     It  promises   to    be    successful. 

There  is  a  strong 
stall*  of  church 
ofhcers  at  th(? 
Shore,  and  I  )evon- 
port  Methodism 
should  become 
strong  and  in- 
fluential. 


Mm  NT  Ar.r.KKT  ^  <  hi)()LK<>l'M. 


Rkv.  J.  Law. 


Birkenhead, 

tlie  second  place  in 
the  circuit,  has  a 
singular  history'. 
In  the  fifties,  MV. 
Creamer,  a  worthy 
member  of  the 
Auckland  Church, 
gave  a  piece  of 
land  there  to  tlie 
Connexion.  For 
more  than  twc^nt}' 
years  it  was  unoc- 
cupied and  se<»med 


to  be  useless.  Communication  with  Auckland  was  a 
matter  of  difficulty.  Old  residents  will  remember  the  time 
when  a  cutter  crossing  twice  a  week  was  supposed  to  meet 
all  neeessiti(NS.  The  advent  of  steam  ferry  boats,  and  the 
discovery  that  the  apparently  barren  land  was  eminently 
suitable  for  fruit-growing,  entirely  changed  the   aspect  of 

affairs.      About     1880,     land 
was   freel}'  purchased  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  from  the 
Northcote     Promontory     up- 
ward,  residences  were  built. 
The   following  year   a    little 
church,    appropriately    called 
"  Mount     Zion,"      rose      on 
Creamer's     section.      Its    di- 
mensions were  minute,  for  it 
only    seated    eighty    persons, 
but    it    was    free    frcmi    debt 
when     the    opening    services 
clo.sed.     It  was  and  is  "  beau- 
tiful    for    situation."      From 
the    eminence    on    which    it 
stands,     one     of     the     most 
extensive  and  delightful  views 
of  Auckland  City  is  obtained. 
The  shii»ping  at  the  wharves, 
the    large     warehouses     and 
prominent       churciies       may 
easily  bo   distinguished.      At 
the    back    towers    the   mass    of    Mount    Eden,    with    villa 
residences  around  its  ])ase,  while  the  su])urbs  from  Tamaki 
to  Shelly  Heach  are  all   in  view.     The  *' little  sanctuary  " 
soon   grew   too  small,    and   in    March,    1885,    the    present 
elegant   (iothic   church,   seating    '2'2i)   persons,  and   said  at 
the  time  to  be  the  prettiest  church  in  the  Auckland  district, 
was   opened.      It  cost   nearly  4*700,   about  £450  of  which 
were  raised,  the  balance  being  loaned  free  of  interest  from 
the    Connexional    Fund,    and    long    since    paid    off.     The 
original  church  is  now^  used  as  a  Sunday-school. 

Further    Outposts. 

At  Takapuna  the  congrci^ation  is  at  present  housed  in  a 
small  church  built 

many  years  ago  by      ^  ; 

general      subscrip-  ^^  \ 

tion,  and  for  a 
time  used  by  all 
Protestant  denom- 
inations, but  now 
given  up  to  the 
Methodist  Church. 
It  is,  how<'ver,  too 
far  from  the  centre 
of  the  population, 
and  services  are 
also  held  in  the 
public  hall  in  the 
township.  A  site, 
given  by  Mr.  T. 
Buddie,  is  held  fin- 
future  use.  At 
Northcote,  largely 
through  t  hcMiiergy 
of  tii(»  late  Mr. 
Souster,     a     local     mk.  I?.  T.  Wiiekler. 
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pi-eacher  of  considorable  gifts,  theiv  is  als<»  a  small  mission 
hall,  which  has  a  f^ood  prospect.  FWond  Birkenhead,  at 
Mayfield,  an  affcernoon  preachin*,'  service  is  held,  while  a 
start  has  also  rec(»ntlv  been  made  at  Albany  and  FJirkdale 


Gkaktox  Roai»  Chikiii. 


The  North  Shore  Circuit  was  divided  from  Aurkhmd  in 
18S2,  and  is  now  in  charife  of  the  Wrv.  C  K.  lu'coroft. 
Mr.  Beecroft  is  a  native  of  Lowest «)ft,  Kn<(land,  and  v  hilc 
at  l)oardin«^  school  at  (ireat  Yamiouth,  ol)tai:HMl  a  s»misc 
of  the  forgiveness  of  sins.  liecoininj^a  local  preathcr  at  an 
early  age,  he  was  sent  into  the  ministry  from  tlir  WiMhiesUurv 
Circuit  in  lHGi>,  one  of  the  ministeis  of  that  rir«Miit  at  the 
time  being  the  present  able  and  j)opular  <\  president  of  tin' 
J^ritish Conference,  the  IN'V.  W.  L.  \Vatkinsnn.  Mr.  I^MTitifi 
was  so  mature  that  he  w«*nt  into  i-ircuit  wmk  at  once,  liis 
first  appointment  being  the  wt'althy  and  populous  ili^triit^  of 
Haworth  and  Oak  worth.  There  \w  saw  much  fruit  of  hi^ 
labouiN,  many  of  the  converts  of  those  days  l)cini4  n«»w 
prominent  oflice-lx^arcM's.  Subse«|ucntly  he  trasclletl  in  the 
Wellington  (Salop),  Lancaster,  Chorley.  and  Morecambe 
IJay  Circuits,  and  als«»  in  Kast  Loinlon.  In  all  these 
places  he  had  an  excellent  record,  and  his  ministiy  was 
much  blessed.  At  Wvn'sdale,  a  sechule<l  salleyin  the  Fells 
near  fjancaster,  there  wos  scarcely  a  house  in  which  good 
was  not  done.  S(»veral  young  men  in  the  «*hoir  of  the 
parish  church  were  converted,  and  carrie<l  the  i^'ladness  into 
their  work.  He  also  took  an  active  part  in  church 
building  and  the  promotion  of  connexional  I'literprises.  At 
Morecambe  Bay,  the  erection  of  church  and  school  at  a 
cost  of  £3000  attested  his  eiHMgy,  and  in  Chorley  nearly 
j6L')00  was  raised  for  the  Thanksgiving  Fund.  In  Kast 
Ijondon  he  ])roved  his  powers  of  organisation  amidst  a 
dense  and  p(M>r  populati«»n.  About  ten  years  ^iin^-e  Mr. 
IJeecroft  came  to  S'ew  Zealaml,  and,  after  workin*,'  for  a 
time  in  Napier,  has  been  SujM'rintench'nt  of  the  Opunake 
and  Timaru  Circuits.  His  ministry  is  one  of  lingular 
sweetness  and  pei"sujisi\eness.  ('hoie<»  thonglus,  well 
arranginl,  are  ex})ressed  in  beautiful  language.  Naturally 
his  voice  is  weak,  but  when  his  audiences  Ix^come 
accustome<l  thereto,  th(»y  hear  without  ditliculty.  He  has 
a  tender  heart  and  sympathetic  manner,  is  of  refined  taste, 
and  by  his  gracious  courtesy  wins  both  old  and  young. 
Like  his  pn'cedecessors  on  the  N<»rth  Shore,  he   is  severely 


handicapptMl  by  the  number  of  congregations  and  th«* 
distances  t(»  l>e  travelled.  No  one  minister  can  do  jusiiw 
to  I  Kith  the  preaching  and  pastoral  claims  <»f  niii*- 
cimgregat ions,  over  which  the  131  church  niemljers  andT'H' 
hearers  are  distributed,  while  the  five  Sunday-schools,  with 
their  336  l)oys  and  girls,  can  scarcely  receive  any  attention 
at  all.  A  seccmd  minister  is  a  necessity,  if  the  circuit  i> 
to  expand  and  prosper. 

Devonport  congregation  is  advantaged  by  the  fact  that 
the  llev.  J.  S.  Rishworth,  a  Supernumerary  Minister,  ll.^^ 
gone  to  reside  within  the  borough.  A  native  of  the  great 
Meth<Klist  County  of  Yorkshire,  born  at  Hingley,  convene*! 
at  15,  and  trained  in  the  Oklham  an<l  Bradford  Circuits,  ho 
acciuircnl  and  has  retained  the  perfervid  piety  which 
di.stiiiguish(»s  those  legicms,  and  also  the  outspokenn<»s>»  <iu 
which  its  people  pride  themselves.  As  a  young  man  Ik* 
came  to  this  Colony  in  conmvtion  with  the  so  call^I 
Nonconformist  settlement  at  Albertlnnd,  intending  to  take 
up)  a  CO u/i try  life.  He  was  led,  however,  to  pursue  hi> 
business  i  n  Auckland,  but  soon  withdrawn  therefrnm  hv 
the  Auckland  (.Quarterly  Meeting,  by  which  Church  Court 
he  was  recouunended  as  a  ministerial  candidate*  in  1  >'•)•». 
His  class  leader  of  that  time — now  the  venerable  Daniel 
Caley-  is  still  living  in  Auckland.  Mr.  Rish worth's  first 
appointment  was  to  Kaglan  as  the  junior  colleague  *»f  the 
Rev.  (I.  Slannard.  His  spe<'ial  work  was  among  the  men 
of  the  Waikato  regiments,  just  then  settknl  on  the  frontier. 
It  involved  heavy  travelling  and  some  discomfort.  Hewa^ 
saved  from  drowrn'n^  in  the  Waipa  by  Rev.  Wi  Patene. 
Subse<|uently,  in  the  onlinary  work  of  the  ministry,  he 
spent  three  years  in  the  Canterbury  District,  six  in  ()tagi». 
nine  in  Nelson,  four  in  Wellington,  and  eight  in  Auckland. 
Himself  highly  emotional,  he  had  always  the  power  of 
gieatly  moving  his  con i^regat ions,  and  often  led  the  haltinsr 
to  decision.  After  thirty-one  years  of  steady  service  health 
failed,  an<l  lie  liecame  unequal  to  circuit  duty,  but  still  airl*« 
in  preaching  as  he  is  able. 


11 KV.   H.   K.   Dkwsiukv. 
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Freeman's  Bay  Mission,  Auckland  City. 

Striin;^oly  onoiivjii,  all  the  work  of  tlio  Church  in  the 
ri-eeinan's  Bay  district  has  boon  of  tho  Mission  type. 
Jnioii  Street,  its  first  ventiii'e,  took  on  that  complexion 
rem  the  he,i^innin<(.  In  IHGO  the  name  *'  Missi<m,''  as 
.pplieil  to  work  amon*(  Kuropoans  was  hardly  known,  and 
he  various  Social  Agencies,  now  usually  in  opcM-ation,  wtMV 
lot  brought  into  pnmiinence,  but  tin*  worshippers  there 
veve  imbued  with  a  true  philanthropy,  nnd  sought  to  feed 
he  hungry  and  cl«>the  the  naked.  Kvcn  then  the  residents 
fere  usually  of  the  poorer  class,  the  houses  being  small  and 
ents  lower  tlian  elsewhere.  II«mhm^  tluM-e  was  need  for 
iroih«M*ly  kindness.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Carachis,  who  worked 
here  for  a  generation.  >[r.  Caradus  having  charge  of  tlu' 
ociety  I'las^,  W(M'»'  always  ready  to  help  mv  case  of  distress 


wanderer  captured.  However  rough  ancl  uncai-ed  for  a 
visitor  might  seem,  Iw  was  h(»artily  welcomed.  Tims  it 
prospered,  and  on  from  l«^fio  Ut  IHGS  luul  a  good 
cimgregation  and  a  tlouiishing  Sunday-school,  class  rooms 
f«)r  the  Iatt(M'  being  erected  largely  by  tho  teac^hers*  own 
hands.  A  few  y(»ars  later,  an  ill-considered  attempt  was 
by  th(^  circuit  authorities  to  dispose  of  the  property,  and 
the  z«»al  of  those  in  charge  discouraged.  It  took  s(mie 
time  to  recover,  and  lU'ver  did  regain  its  former  position. 
I»ut  for  some  y(»ars  it  was  again  workefl  with  great  energy, 
and  in  IHSI  there  was  quite  an  ingathering.  The  new 
convmts  felt  the  power  of  transforming  grace,  gave  freely 
of  th(M!-  means,  and  were  ready  for  any  form  of  servic(». 
The  Sunday-sehool  was  again  vigorous,  and  the  congregation 
grew  largiM*. 


J'lTT  Stkkkt  Ciinten  Tf:r>TKK.s. 


Mr.  Cou]»land,  wlio,  with  his  daughter,  •4a\e  time  and 
trength  Ui  the  school  work.  Mr.  I*».  Kane  and  hi.>  family, 
Mr.  Parker,  and  othoi-s  associated  with  ihetn,  interested 
hiMnsi'lves  in  the  temj>oral  walfare  of  the  attendants,  and 
ninistered  to  their  necessities.  The  ytiunger  men  and 
vom<»n  who  jfiined  them  embibed  their  spirit  and  emuhited 
heir  good  deeds.  John  Ilendon,  "an  old  discijjle.  '  and 
lis^wife  Mary,  who  were  caretakers  of  the  pi'emises  w(m«' 
A'illing  assistants.  Poor  tliemselv(»s,  they  knew  how  t(; 
lelp  th«»  |.M>or  and  t(»  sympathise*.  The  .ser\ices  were  of  a 
loniely  character,  aiul  very  •►f ten  lively.  Outdoor  services 
.ml  cottage  prayer  meetings  were  cjicninagcd,   an<l  manv  a 


The  Helping  Hand   Mission. 

About  f(»urt(M'n  ycvus  ag.)  many  of  the  former  standard 
l>earers  ar  Tnion  Street  had  remo\ed,  sohk^  had  die(I,  and 
others  u-ere  discouraged,  '{'he  time  had  come  tor  a  new 
d»»parture.  Messrs.  \V.  11.  Smith,  A.  ('.  Ihown.  S. 
Parker,  and  \V.  l»eaumont,  tiien  l(M)k  the  lead  in 
establishing  a  new  Mission.  Two  of  them  weie  recognis(?d 
local  preachers,  and  all  W(M-e  practical  speakers.  The  first 
named  had  also  considerable  means  at  his  <*ommand,  and 
had  taken  part  in  Mission  work  in  New  York  and 
elsewhere.  They  threw  themselves  into  the  work  with 
great    thoroughness.     Other   earnest  spirits   rallied   round 
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thciD.  A  brass  band  was  organised,  and  open  air  services 
held  both  on  Sundays  and  week  days.  A  systematic  tract 
distribution  was  undertaken,  and  personal  effort  enjoined  on 
all  the  members.  Not  attempting  to  compete  with  any 
existing  Church,  they  sought  specially  to  gather  the 
outcast  and  wanden^r  into  Christ's  fold.     A  free  hand  was 


Nkwmarkkt  Chck<h. 

given  to  the  leaders,  and  they  wove  soon  aided  by  a  corps 
of  willing  workers.  Eventually  they  went  further  down 
the  Bay,  purchased  a  site,  other  friends  joined  them  in 
forming  a  Trust,  and  in  November,  ISS."),  the  hall  in 
Drake  Street  was  opoiied  at  a  cost  of  £700.  This 
has  since  been  the  head(juarters  of  the  Mission,  and 
is  the  centre  of  various  forms  of  Christian  enterprise. 
Meetings  of  various  kinds  are  held  almost  all  day  on 
Sunday,  and  every  ni^^ht  in  the  week.  Fellowship 
meetings  are  regularly  kept  up,  and  new  eon  verts  are 
encouraged  to  try  and  do  somethin*,^  for  Christ.  Teiii])eran«-e 
forms  an  important  part  of  the  maehinery,  and  Uand  of 
Hope  meetings  and  the  Crusaders'  Guild  show  that 
instruction  «and  effort  are  combined.  Tent  Missions  an^ 
held  at  intervals,  and  s{)ecially  one  near  the  wharf  at  the 
New  Year,  when  many  buslunen  visit  town.  ()])en-air 
gatherings  are  a  feature.  Attracted  by  the  music,  men, 
who  are  recovering  from  a  carouse,  or  those  who  have  lost 
friends  and  hope,  follow  to  the  service  at  the  Mission  Hall, 
and  not  a  few  have  found  '*  the  pearl  of  great  prict*.'  The 
help  of  the  press  has  been  enlist(?d,  and  a  montldy 
magazine,  now  known  as  the  Xefr  Zealand  Joi/hd  ^V//r.s,  is 
circulated  far  and  near.  l>y  Anniversary  Services  held  in 
the  Choral  Hall,  the  aid  of  the  Christian  public  of  the 
city  is  gained  for  their  philanthropic  work.  Th(»  liall  is 
plain  and  comfortable  :  is  well  fille<l  in  the  mornin«4,  and 
crowded  at  night,  whih*  the*  Sunday-school  in  th(^  afternoon 
is  effectively  worked.  A  j)ipe  organ,  originally  built  by 
the  late  Rev.  .1.  Hobbs,  and  used  by  him  for  many  years 
in  his  home,  has  been  presented  by  the  family  to  the 
Mission.  Thus  the  original  Maori  work  and  tlu»  latest 
development  amtmg  the  Europeans  are  united.  There  is 
also  a  pianoforte  and  an  orchestra,  so  that  the  service  of 
praise  is  bright  and  joyous.  Four  years  ago  Mr.  Smith, 
who  had  acted  as  Superinten<h»nt,  found  tlie  burden  too 
heavy.  Mr.  Heaumont  was  also  compelled  to  ieliiKjuish 
active  work  thereat.     The  Committee,  therefore,  requested 


that  the  Mission  might  be  constituted  a  Circuit,  and  a 
minister  appointed.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Rev. 
W.  A.  Sinclair  appointed,  who  did  good  service, 
consolidating  the  work,  and  increasing  and  rendering 
more  eliicient  the  various  agencies.  A  Sister  or  Deaconess 
has  also  been  employed  to  minister  to  those  who  arc  in 
need  and  rescue  the  fallen.  Sister  Kenneth  efficiently 
discharges  these  duties,  and  is  most  helpful.  Two  years 
since  Union  Street  Church  w^as  transferred  from  the  Pitt 
Street  Circuit,  and  has  since  been  a  second  centre  of  work. 
About  Christmas  last  a  large  house  at  the  rear  of  the 
Drake  Street  Hall  was  purchased,  and  has  since  been  fitted 
up  as  class  rooms  for  Sunday-school  work,  giving  much 
needed  accommodation.  The  total  cost  of  building, 
repairs,  an<l  alterations  was  alx)ut  £200.  Students  of 
Methodist  history  are  aware*  that  in  all  the  forms  of 
activity  .indicated  abov«»  there  is  nothing  novel.  They 
have  been  employed  from  the  beginning,  an<l  devoted  men 
and  women  have  laboured  thus  to  seek  and  to  save  the 
lost.  What  is  delightful  in  tiie  Mission  is  to  see  thes« 
eff<»rts  combined  and  focussed  with  such  success. 

The  llev.  Colin  Campbell  Hanison,  who  is  Mi.ssiooer  is 
charge,  is  an  Englishman  whose  baptismal  name  rectlb 
one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Crimean  War.  Siiort  and  slight^ 
he  is  ardent  and  emotional  in  temperament.  Soon  after 
his  conversion  he  was  employed  by  the  Rev.  Thonuw 
Chamjjness  as  one  of  the  Joyful  News  evangelists  in  the 
Home  Land.  In  that  capacity  he  laboured  for  a  few 
years.  This  gave  him  the  opportunity  of  seeing  varied 
phases  of  life — some  in  large  towns  and  some  in  villages, 
and  speeially  jimong  the  poor.  Tt  also  inspin^d  him  with 
an  intense  lo\(»  for  revival  work  and  revival  methods,  and 
gav(»  him  a  readiness  of  utterance  wliich  stands  him  in 
good  stead.  Arriving  in  New  Zenland  in  1S9*J,  his 
]»roI)ation  was  spvnt  chielly  in  the  Malvern  and  St. 
Albans  Circuits  :  since  whicli  he  lias  been  stationed  at 
Fcildin.r.  lie  is  now  once  more  in  the  work  in  which  he 
delights,  and  in  one  of  Auckland's  most  crowdwl 
n<M*ghl)ourho«Kls,  surroMn;-ed  by  enthusiastic  helpei"s,  he 
will  (loubtlrss  find  full  scope  for  his  special  gifts,  lender 
his  caic  are  171  membeis,  and  SOO  hearers. 


Special   Features  of    Auckland    Methodism. 

During  (he  halt'  c<Mitury  of  iheir  hisl<»rv,  the  churches 
1  her<*  have  nrcessarily  (le\ clopi'i]  i<liosyncracies.  One  vjmv 
at  tractive  and  notice- 
able one  is  that  (heir 
spirit  has  been  in- 
tensely evangelistic. 
Revivals  of  religion 
have  been  fre(juent. 
The  Kev.  T.  Ku.ldle, 
so     lari^e    a    j)art    of 

was 

was 
never  satislied  with- 
out couNcrsions,  ;in<l 
impress(Ml  his  vi(nvs 
strongly  upon  the 
membership,  liefer- 
(Mice  has  already 
b(M'n  mad(»  t<*  the 
ingatherings  of  IS  IS. 
William  Taylor,  of 
California,   in   18(U, 


whose  ministry 
spent       there, 


KkV.  .1.    liKN.MN(i. 
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High  StriM.'t  Cliurrli,  ami  tlic  oMniniuiinn 
lirongcMl  witli  sei'ktTs  of  sal  vat  ion.  A  year  later, 
preaching  of  the  ciivuit  ministers,  th(»re  was  a 
lUtpoiii'in^  of  the  S|)iiit,  and  in  1S6S-'.),  ihrouo;!! 
ling  of  the  Rovs.  i).   »S.   llai'per  and  J.    I^tTry, 


RoAh  Cnri'j  M    iNTLRmK. 

•<»  hrought  lo  (Joil.  Ill  1S7>^.  ill  nnt-  (jiurter  1»() 
>r  Christ,  and  two  yrar-;  I.Uit  th«'  ranirll  Cliurcli 
to  its  nuMnherslii)).  .iini  thnnp^hout  Mr.  Kirk's 
re    was    an   almost    continuous   revival.      In    Pitt 

I S>^ I,  great  hN'ssini^'s  wt-if  mioyrd  :  in  ["^■^."l,  at 
til  Ixojui,  almost  the  whole  ^«-hool  \\a^  won  for 
Since    then    then*    liavt'    l/e««n.   at    Nariou^   timrs, 

of  hlessin;;,  '  and  the  rememhraiu*'  of  tin-  Kev. 
s    siieeessful    mission    s(•^vi(M'^     in     l^U."!    is    still 

the  Auckland  Circuits  (juite  a  numlu'i-  of  men 
ri   reconnnen<hMl    to   the    ministry,  of    whom   they 

reason  to  he  ashamed.  (ieorirc  Ih'own,  the 
iIuhI  South  Sea  Missionaiy,  and  now  (Jcneral 
■  of  tiie  ^^>rei<J:n  Missions  of  the  Australasian 
C-onferenee  :  William  Fletcher,  the  translat<»r  of 
Testament  into  IJotuman,  Messjs.  Oiitos,  Watkin 
lell,  heing  anting  the  earli«'st  of  about  thirty,  who 
1  preachers  there,  and  in  that  work  proved  their 
r  the  wider  field. 

InLs  also  heen  a  succession  of  jihle  men  -for  the 
:  carr^'ing  on  successful  husinesscs  of  tlu-ir  own  - 
'  also  faithfully  dischar^'cd  the  responsihli*  duties 
:  Stewards.  M»'ssrs.  llu'^dics.  Williamson.  Phillips 
•s  have  never  wante<|  suc<'essors,  who,  hy  generous 
wis<^  counsels,  have  gaine<|  the  respect  of  the 
lip,  tlie  alFer-tion  of  their  pastors,  and  done  iionor 
jlves.  With  them  should  also  he  associaied  tli«)se 
ing  up  tlie  necessary  committee  work,  which  in  an 
t  centre  like  Aiickland  is  in<*\itahly  heavy, 
*n  time  and  thouudit  thcret(»  with<»ut  stint. 
ing  the  example  of  some  of  tlie  th-it  places  «»f 
t  worsliip  in  Kngland,  and  the  plan  usually 
on  Mission  stations,  W<»slev*s  Al)riil;'inent  of  the 

Liturgy  was  at  first  used  in  the  morning  services, 


the  evening  prayers  being  entirely  e.xtemjxn'aneous.  In 
High  Street  Churi^h  this  was  continmMl  almost  until  tlie 
building  was  ch)sed.  In  Pitt  Street,  for  the  iutit  seven 
years,  the  same  j)lan  was  followed,  and  then  the  niinist^»r 
and  Trustees  consenting  to  the  test,  it  was  discontinued  by 
a  majority  vote  of  the  ct»ngr(»gation.  Whether  the  change 
was  an  improvement  is  a  point  upon  which  opinions  still 
ditler.  Many  loved  the  unit^'d  responses  and  the  well 
considercnl  and  eomiueheiisive  form  of  prayer.  Others 
thought  tli(:y  lessened  the  heartiness  of  the  service  and 
tended  to  formalism.  It  is  simply  for  the  chronicler  to 
r<*c«UMl  the  chaiiiie. 


MANUKAU    CIRCUIT. 

Part  of  this  Circuit  might  he  includ:»<l  in  the  Auckland 
suburbs:  l)ut  there  are  other  portions  which  link  it  (juitt* 
as  closely  with  the  country.  Onehunga,  the  Circuit  town, 
and  where  th(»  minister  n^sides,  is  only  on  the  other  side  of 
the  isthmus.  Connected  with  the  city  by  rail  and  tram,  it 
seems  projKM'ly  to  b«»  an  »>t!' shoot  of,  and  an  outlet  ftu',  its 
population.  lUit  in  the  days  when  the  Church  commenced 
its  operations  there  it  was  only  a  village,  with  the 
pensioner's  cotta;;es  standing  in  the  midst  of  the  acres 
allotted  to  them,  and  which  they  held  on  condition  of  their 
liability  to  military  service.  They  were  comparativ(?ly  few 
in  numl)er,  and  most  (  f  them  poor.  As  already  related,  a 
Society  class  had  been  foi  med  there  in  ISo.'i.  An  acre  of 
land  was  also  set  apart  by  the  Tjlovi'rnment  as  a  church 
site.  On  this  a  plain  and  j)rimitive  chajiel,  Jis  they  calle<l 
it  in  thosi'diys,  had  been  crci'ted  about  IS"»().  It  was  very 
small  about  iM  feet  by  IS  feet.  Knlarged  to  double  tlx- 
vi/e  a  few  years  later,  it  was  used  as  a  schoolroom,  until 
sold  for  removal  durinij  last  year.  Shortly  after  another 
piece  of  lainl  wa^  punhased,  where  the  minister's  horse  and 
cow  might  ura/.e.  and  is  still  held.  In  1S.">')  Onehunga, 
with  several  j»laci*s  adjacent,  was  separate*  1  from  Auckland, 
and  designated  the  .Manukau  Circuit,  of  which  .Mr. 
Ihiddle  tt»ok  cliarLr<'.  This  j^ave  a  new  impulse  to  the 
cause  in  the  township.  lie  and  his  numerous  family 
j»acke(l      themselves      into     a      pensioner's     cottage,      and 
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the  pastor  and  his  wife  devoted  themselves  to  systematic 
visitifttion,  with  excellent  results.  Presently  the  Mission 
house  at  Mangungu  was  removed  thither,  for  their 
accommodation.  It  says  much  for  the  timber  and  the 
faithfulness  of  its  builders  that  after  standing  the  stress 
and  storm  of  sixty  years'  service,  it  is  still  habitable  and 
comfortable,  and  forms  a  conspicuous  object  in  the  view 
given  of  the  church  premises.  The  influence  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Buddie  was  of  the  happiest  kind.  Their  own 
household,  and  the  visitors  who  came  out  from  Auckland 
to  spend   the  week    end,   were   a    splendid    nucleus  of  a 


and  others.  During  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  W.  J. 
Watkin,  Mr.  Warren,  who  then  resided  there  as  a 
Supernumerary,  threw  himself  into  the  work  of  erecting  a 
new  and  commodious  church.  He  urged  it  in  official  and 
otlier  meetings,  gave  freely  himself,  and  obtained  money 
from  others,  so  that  in  1877  the  present  comfortable  building 
was  secured,  at  a  cost  of  £570.  For  about  twenty  years 
there  was  no  development  of  a  material  kind.  The 
congregation  grew,  the  membership  increased,  and  the 
Sunday-school  prospered.  At  last  that  to  which  the 
Sunday-school  teachers  had  been  looking  forward  to  for  a 


i^^A%'' 


Mh.  Blakky,  Loi  al  Pkeachkk.  Mk.  Hik.nktt,  Mavkikli»,  W.  Aim  klanh. 


Mr.  \V.  Hulmks,  Devonport. 


congregation.  Others  joined  them.  Not  only  was  the 
church  enlarged,  but  class  and  piayer  meetings  were 
organised,  and  the  members  set  to  work  ;  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Wing,  tlie  Shepherds,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Ninnis,  the 
Bycroftts,  Flemings  and  others  being  among  t)ie  early 
numbers.  As  Mr.  Duddle  was  still  a  Maori  Missionary, 
and  Chairman  of  the  District,  the  Rev.  J.  Crump  became 
his  helper,  and  eventually  his  son-in-law.  Then  a  young 
man  and  full  of  energy,  he  preached  with  power,  and  found 
thfi  congregiitums  lesponsive.  Mr.  Buddie  was  followed 
b^  the  Mev.  J,    WMi^,   and  he  by  the  Rev.   J.  Warveu 


few  years  became  an  acc(Mni)lished  fact,  and  the  new 
school  hall,  with  its  convenient  class  rooms,  costing  £500, 
w;is  opened  in  January,  1SD8,  making  the  church  plant 
tolerably  complete. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  La  wry  is  the  Pastor.  He  is  a  native 
of  the  colony,  and  was  born  in  Canterbury,  where  his 
father  is  one  of  the  most  aged  and  venerated  local 
preachers  of  the  Church.  Brought  up  in  a  godly  home, 
and  nurtured  in  the  warm  atmosphere  of  Springston 
Methodism,  he  began  to  preach  while  still  a  youth.  To 
\j\iXa\i\  iMvtWv  \\tv\^Iqv  '^Xxyd^,  Vve  left  his  father's  farm  and 
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•'jK^iit  a  tVw  iiiontlis  ivailiii<^  witli  llir  Into  Kov.  J.  I». 
Ktchaixison  al  the  Hutl,  and  subsequently  wjis  one  of  the 
first  students  at  the  tlieii  i-ecently  re-opened  Three  Kings 
College.  In  his  first  circuit — Kangitikei — he  remained 
three  years,  an  unusual  thing  for  a  pmbationer.  He  luis 
sinee  fulfili<Kl  appointments  in  the  Otag(»,  Nelson  and 
Cantei'hury  Districts,  but  considerably  more  tlian  half  his 
ministerial  lif«»  has  lxH»n  spent  in  the  Auckland  Province*. 
Of  a  Ntrong  physical  frame,  he  is  a  steady  retuler  and  a 
ilear  think«*r.  His  sermons  arc  massive  and  argumentative, 
and  hi'  app«*als  more  to  the  reason  thati  the  emotions.   H(*  has 


slivel.  This  liumble  structure  mt»t  the  neiMls  of  tlie 
congregation  for  al)out  ten  years.  Tlie  Rev.  (J.  Huttle 
and  his  family  coming  to  settle  at  Spring  Farm,  ^Ir. 
Duttle's  pastoral  care  led  to  a  consid(M*al3ly  improved 
attendance.  Messrs.  Holdsworth,  Hadley,  Gane,  Ripley, 
and  others  were  (»arnest  helpers,  and  a  new  church  was 
deci(h»<l  upon.  They  were  rather  ambitious.  Cjuitc  an 
ecch»siastical  (»difice  was  planned,  with  a  neat  spire.  It 
wjis  o])ened  in  ISGG,  the  funds  for  the  same  being  chiefly 
collecteil  by  Miss  I>uttle,  wlio,  until  her  marriage,  also 
preside<l  at   the  harmoniiun.     In    the   new    building  the 


^OtT^'^'K. 
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a  comiM'tent  knowledge  <»f  the  ]>olity  of  the  Church,  watches 
its  working  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  is  interested  in  all  its 
(h'partmcnts.  Forceful  in  speech  antl  willing  l»)  toil,  he 
may  be  expected  to  till  wider  and  more  imp«Mtant  spheres 
in  the  near  fnture. 


Otahuhu 

wiis  another  of  the  pensioinM"  villages.  There  also  during 
the  fifties  a  weatherboard  clKirch  was  erected  even  smaller 
than  the  one  in  Onehunga.  It  st<MMl  on  an  acre  of  land 
obtained  from  the  Government,  niu)  sitm^ted  down   H  side 


••ongregatioii  improved  rapidly,  and  iM'came  for  a  time  the 
most  important  in  lln'  circuit.  Then  some  i>i  the  more 
prominent  families  renio\-e(L  and  others  were  scattere<l. 
The  church,  too,  was  found  to  be  badly  built.  Meantime 
the  little  \  illage  had  developed  into  a  prosperous  country 
town.  A  site  fronting  the  .Main  Koad  was  secure<l,  the 
present  building  erecte<l.  and  in  Septcinber,  ISM,  opene<l 
for  Divine  service,  the  former  huilding  being  sold. 
Mr.  Johnson,  an  earnest  North  of  Ireland  .MetlnHlist,  was 
one  of  its  principal  j»romoters,  and  he,  with  Messrs. 
<i<H»dwill,  iJailey,  Hildred  au<l  <»tl\*'vs^  vvwi  "^Xv^wvV^wsV.  "i&nx^ 
ivtVacUed  \v\eu\W.v^, 
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MAiigere, 

under  iU  original  name  of  Taoiaoroa,  has  a  history  which 
stretohes  as  far  back  as  Otahuhu.  Some  &mil  j  connections 
of  the  Rev.  W.  Lawry's  came  there  to  settle  in  the  early 
days.  A  few  other  Methodists  also  took  up  land  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  a  comer  plot  of  two  acres  was,  by 
arrangement,  set  apart  for  a  Wesleyan  Church  and  buriiJ 

f  round.     The  first  church  was  a  smaU  one  and  unlined, 
ut  the  Coopers,  Vercoes,  WcHtiieys,  Gibsons  and  others 


BiRKKHHKAD   ChUBCH. 


most  appreciative  hearers.  Presently  the  building 
and  seats  were  made  more  comfortable,  the  church  enlarged, 
and  the  grounds  planted.  To  lead  the  service  of  song  an 
harmonium  was  also  obtained,  and  the  young  people  formed 
into  a  choir.  To  the  late  Mrs.  Westney — "  a  mother  in 
Israel'' — the  congregation  in  its  early  days  owed  much, 
and  her  husband,  the  first  steward  and  class  leader,  who 
still  survives,  was  equally  intereste<l  in  its  welfare.  Mr. 
Buttle,  also,  by  his  quiet  pastoral  visits,  did  much  to  help 
it  forward.  Twenty  years  since,  or  more,  the  Wallaces 
and  other  Scotch  families  joined  the  congregation,  and 
presently  the  membership.  Mangere  is  renowned  for  the 
steadiness  and  intelligence  of  its  congregation,  and  n<j  less 
80  for  their  loyalty  to  the  Home  Mission  Fund.  To  this, 
in  proportion' to  their  numbers,  they  are  among  the  most 
reliable  and  generous  contributoi^. 


Woodside 

was  formerly  known  as  Papatoitoi — a  name,  however,  which 
belongs  to  the  whole  district.  The  site  for  the  church  was 
given  in  the  early  days  by  J.  L.  Campbell,  Escj.  It  was 
intended  for  a  school  as  well  as  a  place  of  worship,  and  for 
some  years  a  day-school  was  conducted  there.  Among  the 
earlier  worshippers  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  West,  Cornish 
Methodists,  who  loved  the  house  of  the  Lord,  Mr.  Close 
and  his  family,  from  the  North  of  Kngland,  and  the  De 
Carteret  family,  originally  from  Jersey.  For  nearly  forty 
years  it  has  had  a  quiet  history,  has  been  a  place  of 
blessing,  and  ministers  and  local  preachers  have  been  glad 
to  worship  with  its  hearty  congregation. 


Plat   Biuh 

is  a  comparatively  modern  oentro.  Wesloyan  services  in 
the  neighbourhood  were  originally  oonducted  in  the  stone 
church  built  by  Rev.  O.  Smalea,  upon  bis  &rm,  at  Windsor 
Park,  Tamaki;  but  it  was  at  the  extreme  end  of  the 
district,  and  a  dozen  years  since  the  present  church,  more 
conveniently  situated,  took  its  place  on  the  circuit  plan. 
Papakura  is  an  old  outpost.  An  excellent  site  was  obtained 
there  in  the  early  days,  but  being  occupied  as  a  blockhouse 
in  the  war  times,  possession  was  only  resumed  and  services 
recommenced  a  few  years  since.  For  a  considerable  time 
there  was  a  preaching  station  also  in  Papakura  Valley,  and 
the  late  Mr.  De  Carteret  was  as  indefatigable  in  his 
eflforts  to  secure  a  congregation  as  he  was  bountiful  in  his 
hospitality  to  the  preachers.  On  his  removal  from  the 
place,  the  service  lapsed.  With  five  churches  and  a 
preaching  place  within  its  bounds,  a  Sunday-school  in 
each  of  the  churches,  and  with  201  members,  292  Sunday 
scholars,  and  850  hearers  claiming  his  pastoral  care,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  minister  of  this  circuit,  even  thou^'h 
aided  by  nine  local  pi*eachers,  does  not  eat  the  brea<l 
of  idleness. 

The  Circuit  owes  much  of  it«  present  position  and 
influence  to  the  Supernumerary  Ministers  who  have  from 
time  to  time  resided  therein.  Fi*om  1862  to  1873  the 
Rev.  G.  Buttle  lived  near  Otahuhu,  regularly  preaching 
throughout  the  circuit,  pastorlsing  the  three  congregations 
noan^st  his  home,  and   ever  ready  to  help  financially  or 


Church  on   Bkach,  Davkxport. 

with  wise  counsel.  The  Rev.  John  Warren,  on  mtfring 
from  the  full  work,  settled  down  for  four  yean'  opiidtite 
the  Onehunga  parsonage,  and  did  equally  valuabbi  Mrme^ 
as  did  Mr.  Wallis  in  a  quieter  way  for  some  time.  The 
Revs.  J.  S.  Rish worth  and  W.  J.  Watkin  in  later  dajs 
have  kept  up  the  tradition,  and  the  last-named  still  has 
his  home  there.  They  have  always  been  welcome  as 
pulpit  supplies,  end  by  their,  ministrations  and  their 
influence  have  tenfled  to  raise  and  consolidate  the 
congregations. 
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WonjiSIDK    CliriM  H. 


M  \N(iKI{K    ClIlK*  n. 


COUNTRY  CHURCHES- 1WANUKM3    CWtSA^W. 


220 


THE  HLSTOHY  OF  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


THE  THAMES   CIRCUIT. 

Outfiide  Auckland  itself,  the  largest  Wesleyan  Church 
in  the  Province,  and  the  most  important  Circuit,  is  the 
Thames.  When  Captain  Cook  circumnavigated  the  North 
Island  of  New  Zealand,  he  gave  to  the  riv(»r  there?  its 
distinguishing  and  disthiguished  English  name,  and  looking 
to  the  country  it  opened  u]),  and  its  \vide-sprea<l  estuaiy,  and 

the  hay  into  which 
it  empties  itself,  pre- 
dicted for  the  district 
a  most  prosperous 
future.  TiitheMaori 
period  it  was  a 
favourite  place  of 
residence,  and  there 
w(M'e  stirring  tinuvs 
there  in  t Infold  days. 
\i\  IS2l>  Hongi,  th(» 
great  northern  war- 
rior, invaded  it  with 
a  large  force.  Taking 
ont^  of  the  fortresses 
hy  stratagem,  oOO 
[)ersons  wiM-e  killed, 
and  t he  bodies  of  .SOO 
of  them  eaten  on  the 
sj)ot.  l>u(  it  was  not 
until  New  Zealand 
had  been  colonised 
for  many  y(*ars  that 
il  attraete<l  nmch 
attention  from  the 
in  the  locality  brought 
ed  to  the  formation   of 


Kkv.  C.  K.  Br:K(R(»KT. 


Europeans.  Tlu*  discovery  of  gol<l 
it  into  prominence,  and  ultimately 
the  large  and  flourishing  town  wliiih  now  Ix'ars  the  same 
name  as  the  district.  It  is  rcM-orded  that  a  tra\cller  nam<Ml 
Griffe  found  gold  on  the  Thames-Coroman<lel  peninsuhi  so 
far  ba*k  as  1H'?0.  In  1S.')2  ^Ir.  C.  King  ojjened  up  a 
quartz-reef  at  Coromandel,  and,  in  an  intermittent  fashion, 
mining  was  carried  on  there  subse(|U(Mitly.  lUit  it  was  not 
until  15  years  later — in  \^ijl — that  it  was  obtained  in 
quantity.  Auckland  City  was  then  very  nuich  ch'pressed  ; 
trade  was  almost  stagnant  ;  houses  were  empty:  employment 
was  dithcult  to  obtain  ;  some  left  th(^  colony  ;  many  went 
gum-<ligging.  Not  a  few,  excited  by  the  reports  of  rich 
gold-fields  in  the  South  Tslaml,  started  prospecting. 
Among  the  latter  was  a  party  of  three  j^ersons  — Hunt, 
J.  E.  White,  and  another.  Mr.  .John  Eben<v.er  White,  one 
of  these,  was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  W.  White,  of  whom 
mention  Invs  been  made  tis  one  of  the  pioneer  missionaries. 
His  party  ultimately  discovered  a  rich  (juartz  leader  on  the 
banks  of  the  Kuranui  Creek,  on  August  l-'Uh,  1S67.  The 
locality  was  disclosed  to  Mr.  White  by  a  Native  bearing 
the  same  name  as  himself,  v,ho  h.ad  foi-merly  been  a  slave 
in  Hokianga,  and  who  was  with  Mr.  Bumby  on  his  last 
and  fatal  voyage,  but  had  escaped.  So  a  somewhat 
romantic  and  curious  link  connects  this  N(»w  Zealand  El 
Dorado  with  the  Mission,  for  it  wfis  the  Native's  friendship 
with  Mr.  White  that  led  hbn  to  point  out  the  place.  The 
find  Wius  soon  noised  abroad  ;  rich  specimens  were  obtained 
and  exhibit^nl  in  Auckland  ;  there  was  the  wildest 
excitement.  Steamers  were  at  once  laid  on  ;  old  miners 
rhmned  the  blue  jumper  and  moleskins  again  ;  others,  with 
loss  experi(»nc(»,  but  higher  hopes,  followed  their  example. 
Soon  hundreds  of  persons,  all  bent  on  making  their  fortunes, 
/j/ifl  pi'tcherl  thrir  Umts  on  the  Tluimos  hills  and  near  the 


beach.  The  quartz  turned  out  to  be  some  of  the  richest 
ever  known  in  connection  with  tlie  gold  mining  industry. 
While  in  Victoria  at  the  time  12dvvts.  to  the  ton  were 
found  payable,  and  Californian  shareholders  rejoiceti  in 
double  that  quantity,  the  crushings  at  the  Thames,  time 
years  later,  showed  an  avei-age  of  3ozs.  Machinery  was 
soon  erected.  The  fii-st  crushing  yielded  12,000ozs.  One 
shareholder  in  the  Kuranui  netted  £G1,000.  Within  a 
comparatively  short  peri(Kl  the  T^ong  Drive  paid  £SU,OU0, 
the  Golden  Crown  £200,000,  and  the  Caledonian  half  a 
million.  At  one  time  the  Moanatairi  turned  out  10,000«)zs 
in  a  single  week.  In  these  days,  such  figures  soumi 
incredible,  but  they  are  certified  by  one  of  the  earliest 
residents,  who  took  notes  at  the  time.  One  can  easily 
understand  how,  from  Victoria,  New  S(»uth  Wales,  anil 
Queensland,  as  well  as  from  all  j)arts  of  the  C«>lony,  minei<< 
poured  in,  anxious  to  share  the  spoil.  Houses  and  sune^ 
were  taken  down  in  Auckland,  and  re-erected  on  the  fieM. 
Soon  there  was  a  large,  busy,  thiixing,  and  enler])n*sini; 
connnuin'ty.  Among  the  first  comers  were  quite  a  nuinlnT 
of  Church  members.  These  brought  their  religion  with 
them,  and  from  their  tents  and  huts  th'  voie(»  of  prais.-an*! 
player  ascended  to   Heave  n. 


Shortland  Church  and  Parsonage. 

The  junior  minister  of  the  .Auckland  Circuit  at  the 
time  was  the  Kev.  (leoi-ge  S.  Har]»er,  who  now  livrs  in 
retirement  in  the  Sandon  and  FtMlding  Circuit.  Then  a 
young  man,  <»f  intense  devoticm  and  decided  gifts  as  an 
evangelist,  h<'  had  reeetjtly  spent  twelve  njonths  on  the 
Hokitika  goldfield,  wlwre  he  built  the  first  church  an<l 
organised  a  circuit.  To  him  was  given  the  honour  of  being 
tli(^  fii'st  Wesleyan  Minister  to  preach  at  the  Thames,  and 
of  laying  the  foundations  of  the  Church's  work.  He  was 
providentially  fitted  for  it.  On  Sunday,  October  20tli,- 
only  two  months  after  gold  was  f jund  -he  preached  there 
twice  in  the  open  air,  having  a  congregation  of  about  four 
hundred  persons.  TIkm-c  were  earnest,  devoted  men  to 
rally  round  him.  They  helped  in  the  singing  of  the  hymns, 
and,  not  ashamed  to  sliow  their  coh)urs,  led  in  prayer.  On 
that  his  first  visit,  Mr.  Harper  also  started  two  society 
classes,  and  appointed 
leaders.  A  niontli 
later,  when  he 
came  again,  a  build- 
ingconnnittee  was  ap- 
pointed. Three  weeks 
after,  when  the 
Rev.  .].  ]5uMer,  the 
Auckland  Superin- 
tendent, visited  the 
place,  a  Sunday- 
school  was  opened. 
It  was  of  course  held 
in  the  open  air,  but 
nine  or  ten  children 
were  in  attendance. 
The  building  com- 
mittee did  not  allow 
the  grass  to  grow 
under  its  feet.  A 
site  was  secured  in 
Wil  lough  by  Street, 
Shortland,    plans 
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?arp<»ntei*s  set  to  work,  and  byFehruarytliopioiuvr 
vas  ready  for  op(»iiin;(.  It  bad  cost  t'1'^0. 
this,  t'lOO  liiid  iM'on  r  liseil,  and  on  i1h^  <lav  it  was 

Mr.  Wliite,  who  had  brconie  wealthy,  i(av<» 
he  balance  needed  to  tree  it  from  drbt.  As  the 
was  nOt't.  by  3(^t't.,  it  is  obvious  that  no  money 
wastt»fl  in  ornament.  I>ut  the  fact  that  tln'y  now 
lace  of  their  own  in  which  to  hold  j)reachini( 
nd  Sunday-school,  and  where  elass«'s  mi;^dit  meet, 
t  joy  to  the  members.  That  joy  was  inl»Misitic(l  in 
i  of  preaclier  and  people  when,  in  the  dedicatory 
ive  jM'rsons  found  peace  with  (iod.  (Iradually 
n<(  \va.s  made  mere  comfortable.  Two  y(»ar.>  after 
>ii  vestries  wen»  built,  the  s<'ats  w«'re  j)rovided 
ks,  and  a  coimnunion  rail  j)rovi<l(Ml,  although 
•h  itself  still  remain«»d  unlin^d  an<l  unceilcd. 
ter  these  imj)rovenients  wjmc  etlcctc*!  at  a  co^t  of 
the  cliurch  thus  complctc<i  was  reopmed  «>n  'J'ith 

li^Tl,  .tU)  of  the  cost  bcinij  raised.  For  a  time 
Dplied  chit'fly  by  local  picacliers  resident  on  the 
led  bv   the    Aucklan*!    ministcis,  who    visited    it 
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?e  or  four  w«M'ks.  There  were  many  i^na'ious 
»alised  within  its  walls,  and  Sjnutland  ('liui«-h 
n  place  in  the  memory  of  the  old  nvsidents  unto 
The  Divine  Spirit  often  moved  mi<,dnily  on  tlu^ 
on,  and  many  w<M-e  led  to  forsake  sin  and  bei^in 
On  the  j^oldlicld  i^'enerally  there  was  a  spirit 
s  entjuiry,  and  conversions  were  frecjueni.  Some 
vere  fruitful  of  much  Lrood  in  after  days.  A 
1  who  hiid  «j:«me  to  th(;  Thames  to  jlccI  wealth, 
•«  tent,  from  a  reliixious  j)eriodi«-al  sent  him  from 
n'mon  from  the?  t«"xt  *'  1  am  the  lii^ht  of  the 
There  and  then  the  Heavenly  Li^ht  shone  into 
and  as  the  ener«,'etic  Secretary  c»f  tlie  Youiiij 
istian  Association  in  Auckland  for  many  years 
Brakenrigj^  has  proved  the  reality  of  the  chan^^e 
took  place.  The  necessity  for  pastiaal  oversight 
irch  and  coni^reijat ion  became^  apj)arent,  and  in 
S9H,  a  special  meetini;  of  the  Auckland  Circuit 
?rs  sanctioned  Mr.  Harper's  bein;,'  located  there 
:  minister.  As  he  had  r:M-ently  married,  it  was 
to  provide  a  house.     y\v.  JJnller  s(M-ured  from  the 


Natives  tlu?  j^ift  of  the  v<Ty  eli«(il)Ie  and  pleasant  site  on 
Hape  Creek.  In  September  it  was  resolved  to  build  a 
parsona«5e  thereon,  at  a  cost  of  £'500,  and  to  spend  £100 
i  n  furniture. 
That  estimate 
was  e.xeecded, 
l)Ut  alldillicully 
vasremove<l  bv 
Mr. J.  K.  Whiti^ 
do  n  a  t  i  n  g  a 
furtluM-  sum  of 
.£100.  Thus  the 
one  siurey  por- 
t  i  o  n  of  the 
minister's  resi- 
dence, as  aj)- 
jM'arini:  in  th{» 
illustration  was 
piosidcd,  and 
in  it  the  youn«x 
preach(»r  atnl 
his  wife  com- 
meiMMMl  house- 
k<'epini;. 


Sunday- 
school  Work. 

( )n  the  open 
inij:of  llieSJK.rt- 
land  Churi'li. 
the  school  mii^r 
stall'  of  teachers 


Hk\.   ('.   (;.    lIvKinsuN. 


ited  thithei'.  it  had  a  most  eneri^^'ii*- 
and  was  worke*!  with  i^n-eat  vii^'our  and 
viiciess.  Mr.  W.  Ashby,  as  Superintendent,  and  Mr. 
.).  A.  Miller,  as  Srcretary,  were  in  eharge  there  ftir  several 
yeais  in  succession,  and  kept  the  machinery  runnin<>f 
sniMothly.  in  \^~i<\  the  number  of  sch«)lars  liad  i^rown 
to-jso.  Abuild- 
iiiir  of  I  he  same 
size  as  the 
•  •hur.-h  itself 
was  placed 
alon^sid(\  and 
used  for  school 
purposes.  At 
what  is  now 
known  as  Ta- 
raru,  but  was 
at  first  called 
Shellback,  a 
Sunday  -  school 
had  also  been 
CO  m  m  e  n  c  e  d 
within  a  year 
after  the  pro- 
clamation of  the 
iX<  lid  field.  An 
old  cottai^e  was 
bought  for  £10, 
and  there  school 
and  prea.;hin<; 
services  were 
held  for  three 
years.  T  h  i  s 
bein<^  found  too 
smaW,  a  hcW>\ 
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church,  30  x  20  was  Ijuilt,  and  nptMicd  on  May  20,  1S72, 
the  preachei-s  being  the  Rev.  J.  L-uUer  and  Mr.  Kernick. 
Ithml  cost  £10"),  and  £77  were  raised  at  the  time.  In 
1S7<'^  there  were  seven tv-five  chil<h*en  in  attemhinee  there. 


Qrahamstown  Church. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  Thames  settlement  there  were 
two  distinct  townships.  Shoi-tland  was  the  favourite  place 
for  residence,  hut  the  erectit)!!  of  the  wharf  a  mile  and  a 
half  away  led  to  th(^  l)usiness  being  largely  concentrated  at 
that  end,  where,  in  honoui-  of  the  Sup<Mintendcnt  of  the 
Province,  a  town  was  laid  out  ami  callcMl  (irahamstown. 
There  also  the  banks  wcvr  opened,  several  batteries  started, 
and  ])ublic  ollicrs  <'rer((Ml.  As  thrn*  was  neccssarilv  a 
large  number  of  persons  li\ing  in 
township,  and    as  the   pojMilation  nf  tin 


This  necessitate  1  the  enlarge 


and     around     this 
Thames  was  from 

00  t<»  100  per 
cent,  moie  than 
it  is  today,  M  i-. 
llarjjcr  com 
meneed  ser\  ices 
ihei'c  alst».  They 
were  first  held  in 
the  Karaka school 
room,  and  pnived 
so  successful  that 
early  in  ISOO,  as 
shown  bya  minute 
still  extant  in  tlic 
handwriting  of 
Mr.  T.  lludsiin, 
Seci-elary  of  the 
liuilding  ( 'onunit- 
t<'('.  it  wasr(»sol\<Ml 
to  erect  a  church. 
A  cent  lal  site  was 

01  tained  by  Mr. 
Ihiller  as  a  gift 
from  th<»  Natives, 
but  as  Mr.  K. 
(>raham  held  a 
l<*ase    of   it,    com 

pensation  had  to  be  paid  him  to  the  amount  of  i*12.').  The 
ftamdation  stone  was  laid  on  A})ril  Nth,  an<I  on  October 
8rd  tlie  church,  which  was  attractive  looking  and  well 
Hnishe<l,  aiul  luwl  cost  over  £1,000,  w;is  opene<l  by  the 
Jievs.  .].  Ihdler  and  .1.  Hill  (Presbyterian).  A  school  was 
connnenced  a  f«)rtnight  after.  Fn  March,  I '"^70,  there  was 
a  genuine  revival  of  religion  :  special  services  were  lu»ld 
both  in  the  Oraliamstown  and  Shortland  Churches,  and  in 
one  week  r»0  conversions  were  reported.  At  (Jrahamstown 
both  the  school  and  congregaticm  increased  rapidly,  and  in 
May  of  the  same  year  it  was  determined  by  the  Trustees 
**  that  there  was  urgent  necessity  for  enlarging  the  church 
to  double  its  present  size."'  There  was  already  a  debt  of 
.£^50,  but  the  project  wiis  carried  out,  the  former  buiUling 
being  mov(»d  forward,  and  the  transept  added.  Tin?  vestry 
was  removed,  and  being  enlarged  was  made  a  schoolroom, 
and  a  strip  of  land  purchased  to  gain  a  frontage  to  another 
street.  The  cost  of  these  additions  and  alterations  was 
about  £800  more.  The  enlarged  church,  with  its  open  roof, 
was  found  defective  in  ticoustic  properties,  and  although 
there  were  good  congregations  for  more  than  a  dozen  years, 
it  was  not  a  place  that  preachers  who  spoke  loudly  and 
rnpifily,  lo lyf I  to  prr/tch  it) 


Mk.   W.    Hohiss. 
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The  Circuit 

was  constituted  in  1S70,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Buller  appoi 
as  the  Superintendent, 
of  the  Parsonage, 
and  the  two-  — 
storied  addition 
thereto  was  made 
at  a  cost  <»f  about 
i':K)0.  Meantime 
the  borders  had 
been  extended, 
and  in  acidition 
to  s(M- vices  at 
Puriri  an<l  else- 
where, Corouian- 
del  had  b(*en 
visited  an<l  j)laced 
on  "  tlu^  plan." 
In  the  folhiwing 
year  a  junior 
minister  was  ap- 
pointtMJ  to  reside 
there,  and  the 
first  church  was 
built.  During  Mr. 
l>ulI(M-'s  residence 
the  j>lace  was  still 
exceedingly  j»ros- 
jKM'ous.  Jie  him 
self    was     alrea<ly 

well  and  favourably  known,  and  under  his  wise 
vigilant  oversight,  the  Church  thiobbed  with  lif<\  am 
ev<'r  r<'ady  for  new  undertakings.  In  1S7.'3  a  fi< 
minister  was  appointed  to  the  Thames  itself,  mainly 
a  \iew  to  the  sup])ly  of  Oiahamstown,  but  was  withd 
at  the  end  (»f  a  year.  In  the  early  portion  of 
llullers  term,  there  was  a  regrettable  display  of  i-eh 
rancour  an<l  intolerance.  His  junior  eolhuigue, 
Kev.  W.  .1.  Williams,  delivered  a  Ici'iur.' on  Martin  Li 
This  excited  the  ire  of  s  Mue  of  the  I  toman  Catholic 
threats     were    made. 

Mr.  Ihillerwas  strong 

and  f<'arless,  and  the 
last  man  to  allow  his 
rights,  as  a  citi/.«Mi, 
to  be  overridden.  I  le 
at  once  announced 
that  he  would  deliver 
another  lecture  on 
Luther  and  the  Re- 
formation. He 
carried  out  his  pur- 
j)ose.  Some  attet)i])ts 
were  made  at  inter 
ruption,  but  sturdy 
Protestants  stood  by 
him,  andgu.-irdedhim 
as  he  went  and  re- 
turne<h  As  intima- 
titms  of  personal 
violence  were  still 
made,  they  also  pa- 
trolled the  neighbor- 
IummI  of  theparsonagt! 
for  many  nights  in 
sv\ccess\on.  The  v\<rht       \W\.  .S.   L\wrv. 
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of  free  speecli  wastlius  maiuUiined.  ]V[r.  Crump  succeeded 
Ml".  r>ullei-,  and  in  accordance  with  the  itinerant  hiw 
of  the  Cliurcli,  other  niinist^Ms  in  turn  came  and  went. 
The  erection  and  enlargements  at  Graliamstown,  witli 
other  necessary  outlay,  had  burdened  the  properti(?s  with  a 


OTAHI   hi-    I    III   l{«  II. 

debt  of  tSOO.  I)uiiiiijj  the  jjastunite  of  (lir  U<«\.  11  S. 
I5unn  (1S70)  .£1  lU  werr  raised  by  ,sul)s<Tii)ti<»ns.  and  !'_.')  I 
more  by  a  bazaar  to  re<hH*e  this  Iial>ilily.  Tour  years 
aft<M-  another  bazaar  netted  t'l.")0  mun',  but  as  a  furlhrr 
expenditure  of  L'lOO  was  rec|uisit(',  thrre  wen"  slill  L"J')0 
owinij;.  Another  eilbrt  was  iiiaumu-ated.  DouMtiniis 
were  obtaine<l,  lady  eollert«>rs  set  l«»  work  t(>  i-nlK'et 
monthly  subseriptions,  and  in  July,  I -"^S  I,  ji  was  aiirmunee.l 
that  the  last  penny  had  been  paid,  an<l  all  the  <'ir«iiil 
l)roj»erties  were  free  from  del)t.  A  praise  me-.'iiiiu  wa^ 
hehl  to  celebrate  the  ev«'nt,  an<l  l>y  way  of  warning'  for  tin' 
future,  it  was  announeed  that  dinin.Lr  ihe  cun<'ney  nf  the 
mort"airt*  i'«J-">0  had  l>een  \iiud  in  interest  ihei-eon. 


Thitlier,  als«>,  the  Shortland  Cliurch  and  ^ch  >ol  weie 
conve^'ed,  and  set  up  alongside  t^)  Infused  for  .Sunday -sclhMil 
l»urposes.  This  enterprise  was  carried  out  durinir  the 
ministry  of  the  liev.  E.  LJest,  at  a  cost  of  more  than  ^'M, 
an<l  the  reopenifig  services  conducted  by  the  Rev.  R.  Bavin 
on  December  20th,  IS^:"),  were  a  great  success.  Tin* 
Sunday-scln)ol  rooms  wtn'o.  old,  and  from  tlie  first  were 
regai-ded  only  as  make-shifts,  while  tlu*  separation  of  tli«* 
scho<»l  into  two  parts  was  {>rejudicial  to  its  interests.  The 
foiiner  debt,  howcrver,  had  ma<le  the  ottic(?-bearers  cautit»u<. 
and,  ilmugh  the  teachers  constantly  urgeil  tin?  need  «»f 
more  convenient  premises,  they  determined  not  to  buiM 
until  most  of  the  cost  w.os  in  hand  or  guarantees  1.  For 
souk;  yeais,  sums  were  laid  l>y  annually  for  this  puriHiM*. 
an<l  in  181)S  the  new  sehoolroom  became  an  aeeomplisheti 
fa<-t.  I  ts  outward  aj>pearance  is  plain,  but  it  is  e.\ceetUn;jly 
convenient.  A  central  hall,  (>")  x  41),  accomino<iatvs  4t.H) 
l»ersons.  On  either  si«le  there  are  six  gtnxl  sized  chui-*- 
r<M;nis  f.ii-  ordinary  teaehini; ;  at  the  front  there  arc 
secretary's  and  librarian's  (jtlices  :  an<l  in  the  rear,  larj;n> 
and  eoinfinlal»le  rooms  for  young  men  and  young  women's 
classes.  A  large  class  room  is:  aNo  tilted  up  for  the  infant 
depariment.  The  total  cost  was  over  £l*J0O,  of  which 
lw<»  thirds  wei-e  raised,  and  the  remainder  is  due  to  the 
Church  Fjoan  Fund,  repayabb-  during  a  term  of  years 
without  interest.  With  an  able  staff  of  3H  te«vclie^ 
and  !()!>  scli«>lars,  the  school  is  well  housed  for  years  to 
come,  and,  with  the  i-lnni"h  adjoining,  (»ccupies  a  sjilendiil 
position. 


Prominent   Office-bearers. 

l"'rom  the  beginning  of  Thames  Methodism  there  weiv 
able  an«l  elVe«:tive  local  i)reachers  there.  Two  of  tliem  desent* 
more  than  passinir  notice,  as  they  rendtMvd  very  exceptional 
service.  James  Kernick  was  a  Corni.**hman,  born  in  the 
village  t»t'  Cocks,  about  seven  miles  from  Truro,  in  LS-ti. 
TIm'  ^nii  of  a  local  i)reaeliei'  ami  class  leader  of  the  church, 
an<l  lia\im.'  also  ailcNoted  mother,  he  "feared  the  I^Ji'dfivm 


Pollen  Street  Church  and  School. 

Meantime  the  rush  to  the  Thames  had 
ceased  ;  the  fabulous  returns   of    mines 
**in   the  gohlen   <lays"    were  no  linger 
forthcoming:  gold-seeking    had    settled 
down  to  a  steady   in<lustry,  which    was 
not  always  renmnerative  :  shan-br<»king 
excitem«mt    luul    <lied    out  :    p«»i»ulation 
was  <lecre;ising.      As  there  was  only  one 
minister,  it  was  found  disadvantageous 
to     have    tw(>    churches     in    what     luul 
become  ont^    tt)wn,  especially   when   the 
Grahamstown  Church   would  accommo- 
date both  ctmgregatiofjs.     The  <iuestion 
was  discusse<l  ifi   the  trustee  meetings, 
submitte*!   to  the  att(Midants  generally, 
and  at   length  all  parties  being  agreed, 
the  i)resent  corner  site   in  I'ollen  Stn-et 
was  purchased    from     the  Thames    (his 
Comj>any.      We    ai'e    infornivnl    In-    the 
Rev.  (;.*S.  Harper  that  it   was  on   tiiis 
verv  site  the  first    Presbyterian   Church 
on 'the    fiehl    was     built.     Thither  the 
Grahamstown  Church  was  remove<l,  and 
eeilcd,    t«)  ri'medy  the  acoustic  def<  cts 
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At  llu'iv're  of  21,  wliilr,  like  Isajio,  i!ie<litatiii;Lf 
Is  at  yvrntido,  he  obt^iiii(*(]  a  rlear  seiist*  »)£  sins 
and  wMiii  afttT  hecaiiH*  a  local  prcaclior.  Mr 
liis  j^ifts  ill  Iiis  native  foiinty  and  in  Wales  witii 
'ptance.  Einijjjratinji;  tt)  Virtoria  in  iS'iG,  first 
Jreek  and  afterwards  at  Ilallarat  (IJaikly  Street), 
1^  eliaraetrr  and  i^ifts  as  a  preaeh<*r  won  him  lii«(h 
diiie  his  business  abilities  as  a  mine  ma!ia»;er 
in  an  e.\eell«Mit  position.  His  ^'iMllincss  and 
lay  bi»  judju'od  from  a  statement  he  onee  niadi*, 
»r  T  am  (lod  shall  f)e  worshij)jK'd."  How 
he   carried   out    his    \*t\v  ai>i»ears   from  tlie   fart 


William  llieks  was  a  eountryman  c#f  Mr.  K(>rnick.  He 
wjis  converttMJ  wIh'Ii  a  boy,  but  afterwards  wandered 
from  the  faith.  In  IHGO,  undiM*  the  preaehin;,'  of  the 
l?ev.  K.  C  Floekart,  in  Victoria,  he  wjis  restori»<l.  About 
the  same  time  he  remove<l  t^)  the  Thames,  where  for 
twenty-three  years  he  j>reached  with  much  acceptance,  and 
as  leader  of  a  youiiir  men's  !*»ibl(»  class,  of  a  society  class, 
and  Superinten<lent  of  the  Sunday-si-hool,  was  most 
useful.  His  unexpected  death  in  1S!M  was  mucli  mourne<L 
With  these  *'  men  of  renown  *  in  the  conj^rc«j[ation,  others 
have  also  Ijimmi  .-issociated.  In  the  early  days  of  the  fiehl, 
Messrs.  John  and  Cliarles  Fletclier  s.Mved  as  class  headers 


•   (.'iRi  riT  (^I'ARTKi.'r."^    .Mkhi\«;. 

rordtni's,  where  lie  live<l  for  a  time,  for  many 
succession,  he  preached  to  the  same  con^irej^ation 
rd's  Day.  SiM)n  after  the  opening,'  of  the  Tliames 
.  there  to  fill  the  resjjohsible  position  of  manajjjer 
ranui  ^[ine.  For  ei^iit  years  as  local  preacher, 
er,  and  Circuit  Stewaid  he  served  th  ?  Church 
,  while  his  aptitude  and  skill  in  his  profession 
1  prominent  in  the  community.  He  was  an 
I  devotion,  liberality,  ami  willin^iKvss  to  work, 
g  two  years'  siekiK'ss  showed  patient  resi«;nation. 
in  March,  1^77,  was  a  ^leat  loss. 


and  local  preachers.  Throuirh  all  the  cirenit's  history, 
Mr.  K.  llolleison  has  been  a  <lili«;(  nt  Trusi«M*  and  a 
faithful  steward  :  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Miller,  for  many  years  as 
a  worker  in  th<'  Sumlay-school,  ami  still  as  Si-creiary  of 
the  Trust,  has  done  signal  service.  For  a  leni^thy  term 
Mr.  H.  H.  Fiawry  also  tilled  vnrious  positions  in  the  school 
with  much  accei)tanc".  Mr.  W.  Ashby  was  for  many 
years  th<»  capable  and  beloved  Superintendent,  ami  his 
)»lace  is  now  worthily  filled  by  Mr.  M.  Faull.  Samuel 
(■ribble,  u]>  tt>  the  time  of  his  dt>ath.  was  a  faithful  elites 
lea<ler  :  and  Mr.  S.  Hetherinyton   has  Ihm'ii  eonspicuous  in 
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service  as  Trustee,  Steward,  and  Conference  representative. 
Thase,  with  Messrs.  Balcke,  Cox,  Coad,  and  others 
unnamed,  have  been  able  and  willing  helpers  to  the 
ministers  who  have  laboured  there. 

The  Rev.   D.    J.   Murray,   now   Superintendent  of  the 
Circuit,    was    born     in    Cambridge,    England,    in     1851. 


Sunday-school  and  CiirRcii  at   SnoinLAM>. 

Converted  at  nineteen,  he  began  to  prcacli  a  year 
afterwards,  and  in  IH7:\  gave  up  gnod  busiiu'ss  prospects 
to  ent«r  the  Ministry  of  the  rriiniti\e  Methodist  Cliuicli. 
He  served  that  connexion  for  six  years.  In  liis  tii>l 
circuit — Gravesend — he  was  privileged  to  he  the  instrument 
of  a  great  revival,  over  two  hundred  pei-soiis  l>eirig 
converted.  At  Clifton ville,  Ih'igliton,  he  ha<l  the  pleasure 
of  starting  a  new  cause,  and  seeing  a  church  huih  which 
cost  £2,500.  Coming  to  New  Zealand  in  Decemher,  l^TJ), 
he  was  at  the  following  Confen^nce  rec<'i\e(l  f(»r  the 
Wesleyan  Ministry  in  New  Zealand.  He  has  since  taken 
three  circuits  in  Otago,  four  in  Canterbury,  and  one  in  the 
Wellingtim  Province —in  each  case  leaving  behind  him  an 
excellent  record  as  a  preacher.  He  has  an  unusual 
aptitude  for  sermonising,  delights  in  the  study  of 
homiletics,  and  is  a  tluent  and  able  speaker.  He  has  also 
special  gifts,  and  a  decided  taste  for  ollicial  work.  This 
has  caused  him  for  many  years  past  to  be  appointed  as 
Secretary  of  the  District  Synod,  and  on  four  <litlerent 
occasions  he  has  also  been  elected  Secretary  t)f  the 
Conference.  This  honourable  position  he  still  holds,  and 
his  knowledge  of  the  details  of  the  work,  and  dilig(?nce  in 
pushing  forward  the  business,  highly  conunend  him  to  the 
ministers  and  lay  representatives.  For  threes  years  he  also 
discharged  the  responsible  duties  of  Authorised  llepre- 
sentative  of  the  Church.  In  th(»  well-filled  Pollen  Street 
Church,  with  a  membership  of  165 — besides  preaching 
places  at  Waiomo,  Omahu,  Puriri,  and  Kopu,  with  a  total 
attendance  of  1000,  and  cmly  five  local  preachers  and  four 
class  leaders  to  help  him — he  luvs  a  splendid  si)here  of 
work,  and  will  make  his  influence  felt  both  in  the  Church 
and  the  community. 


THE   WAIKATO 

is   one  of   the   most   pleasant   and  healthy  districts  of  the 

North  Island.     Well  elevated  above  the  sea-level,  it  has  a 

bracing  abmuiip}wre,  and  its  advantages  in  this  respect  are 

nlready  appreciated  by  Auckhnd   residoiit.s.     The    <ielta 

between  tlw  two  rivers  — Wnipa  and  Waikato— is  one  of 


the  finest  stretches  of  agricultural  land  in  the  Proviiuo. 
There,  in  the  early  days,  the  very  flower  of  the  Maori  race 
lived  in  large  numbers,  and  in  the  palmy  times  of  the 
Mission  cultivate  the  land,  and  grew  considerable 
quantities  of  wheat.  As  they  were  the  leaders  in  the 
Native  rebellion,  their  lands  were  confiscated.  To  keep 
these  lands  and  preserve  peace  and  order,  the  Government 
of  the  day  raised  a  military  force,  known  as  the  Waikat«> 
regiments.  Men  were  enlisted  in  this  and  the  other 
colonies  for  this  special  service,  and  oflicered  by  those  who 
had  seen  serN  ice  in  the  Imperial  Forces  or  elsewhere.  The 
townships  of  Hamilton,  Cambridge,  Te  Awamutu, 
Alexandra,  Kihikihi,  and  Newcastle  (the  European  name 
given  to  Ngaruawahia)  were  laid  out,  and  town  sections  and 
country  farms  allotted  to  the  men  of  these  regiments  on 
certain  conditions  of  residence  and  service.  Many  of 
these  men  were  rovers,  and  had  no  inclination  to  turn 
their  swords  into  ploughshares.  They  complied  with  the 
conditions  until  they  obtained  the  Crown  grants  for  their 
lands,  and  then  sold  them.  From  Mangere,  Otahuhu, 
Papatoitoi,  and  other  of  the  older  residential  centres, 
settlers  trooped  up,  and  the  very  cream  of  the  Auckland 
farming  connnunity  went  there  about  1864.  The  Rev. 
.1.  S.  liish worth  was  in  that  year  appointed  to  minister  to 
their  spiritual  necessities.  He  did  what  he  could, 
travelling  from  one  military  post  to  another,  holding 
services  at  the  camps  and  blockhouses,  and  was  welcomed. 
At  that  time  there  were  ISOOTrnixnial  troopsat  Ngaruawahia 
alon(\  r>ut  it  was  r(»ugh  work,  and  he  wivs  hampered  hy 
having  his  hea<l«iuarters  many  miles  away,  by  the  want  of 
roads,  and  the  fact  that  there  were  few  lay  helpers. 
After  woiking  there  twelsc  months,  he  wa.s  withdrawn, 
and  tor  two  years  following  no  further  effort  was  made. 

To  the  Kew  Josi'ph  l>erry,  now  labouring  in  Si»ulh 
Austialia,  belongs  the  honor  of  laying  the  foundation  of 
Waikato  Methodism.  A  Lancashire  lad,  born  in  Preston 
in  1S4«:,  he  was  con\erte(l  while  a  boy  under  the  preaching 
of  the  Kev,  Cliailes  (ianett,  for  whom  he  ha>}  t»n  intense 
admiration,  and  many  of  the  features  of  whose  preaching 
are  reproduced  in  his  own.  Coming  to  the  Colony  just  as 
he  attained  his  majority,  he  was  appointed  to  Waikato  in 
l.S()7.  Mr.  lUiller,  a  true  I'^/isknpos^  bought  him  a  horse, 
went  up  with  him  to  initiate  serN  ices,  and  then  left  him  to 
wi»rk  <»ut  his  own  plans.  A  town-bred  youth,  knowing 
nothing  of  horses  or  ordinarv'country  life,  he  soon  adaptctl 
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himself  to  liis  surround in^rs.  I'tterly  fearlt\ss,  ready  and 
inipxessiveas  a  public  speaker,  and  with  good  conversational 
powers,  he  soon  found  his  way  into  the  homes  and  hearts 
of  the  settlers,  and  (i^ained  the  confidence  of  tl)e  nnlitary 
officers.  Success  followed  his  efforts.  Dr.  Rayner,  son  of 
a  Methodist  Minister,  gave  him  a  splendid  church  site  in 

Hamilton,    and    ofie 
was     purchased     in 

r'^'VBBBHIBflH 
<^^^^^^^^^^|  h  e 

erecte<l  in  these 
places,  an<l  prepara- 
tion made  f»»r  one  iit 
Pukerimu  during  the 
two  years  he  spent 
there.  On  leaving 
Walk  at  o,  Mr.  Uerry 
was  suci('ssiv(ly  ap- 
pointed to  Aucklan<l, 
AVangaiiiii,  Clnist- 
♦•hurrh,  ami  Naj)irr. 
There  his  health 
hroke  down,  and 
three  y«'ars  wei'e 
spent  in  Kngland, 
part  «»f  the  time  ai-t- 
iiig  as  emigration 
agent.  ( )ii  liis  return 
in  ISSI,  he  t(M>k 
chaige  (jf  the  I{i<'h- 
nuuid  ( 'irciiit,  which 
had  then  heen  s<'j)a- 
rated  from  Nelson, 
but  after  nuv.  year  was  remoNed,  and  spirit  thein'xt  el<"\en 
yeai-s  in  the  four  chief  cities  of  tlic  C'o](»ny.  Always  a 
poj)ular  pH'acher,  his  pulpit  gifts  <lui  iiig  tliis  pj^ioil  were 
carefully  culliv.ited  and  tleveloped,  and  large  congreuati<»ns 
attested  his  ])ower.      He  also  s<'i\e<l    as  Chairman   of   the 


Mk.  Jamk.s   Kkhnkk. 


Otiijo  and   Canterburv  I  )isiii<ts, 


Mjt.  yy.  uuKH. 


in  IsS.")  was  elected 
President  of  the  Con- 
ference, in  lSli:5,  at 
his  own  re(|uest.  and 
in  response  to  an 
invitation  from  the 
Pirie  Street  Circuit, 
A<lelaide,  he  was 
tiansferred  to  South 
Australia.  Since 
then  he  has  resided 
in  Adelaide,  being 
Superintendent  of 
t  h  e  thre'i  City 
Circuits  in  succession, 
ministering  in  the 
principal  pulpits  with 
m  u  c  h  accej)tance. 
Three  years  since  he 
was,  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote,  aj)- 
pointed  President  of 
the  ConferiMice  in 
that  Colony.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  circuit 
duties,  he  now  edits 
with  ^treatability  the 
Metlj(xlist  newspaper 


then^  77//'  (*hrisfiati  Wfahiy.  Mr.  Berry  was  succeeded 
in  the  Waikato  Circuit  by  the  l^evs.  J.  H.  Simm<mds, 
J.  Law,  \V.  O.  Thomas,  and  oth(M*s,  who  built  well  on  the 
foundations  laid,  and  ext(Mided  the  boundaries.  The 
Rev.  \\.  l»ull,  who  went  there  in  iSTiK  had  a  most 
prosperous  time.  Old  debts  were  paid  off,  new  enterprises 
were  ifiitiated,  and  other  churches  built.  A  second 
minister  was  emphnvd,  and  a  most  hopeful  tone  pervaded 
the  entire  membership.  At  the  expiration  of  his  thrtn* 
years'  term,  a  threefold  (Hvision  of  the  circuit  to(>k  place  : 
Cambridge,  Hamilton,  and  T(»  Awamutu  beifig  made  tlu' 
respective  centres.  After  nine  years'  trial,  and  a  })eriod 
of  depression  in  agricultural  affairs  coming  on,  the  latter 
proved  itself  une(pnil  to  the  support  of  a  minist(»r,  and, 
with  the  various  placets  within  its  boumls,  wa>i  unit«*d  tc> 
Hamilton.  The  two  Waikato  circuits  an\  therefore,  now 
known  ;is  Cambridge,  and  the  Hamilton  an<l  T«'  Awamutu 
Circuits. 


CAMBRIDGE 
CIRCUIT 

is  small  and  compact, 
having  onlv  three 
churches     and     two 

0  t  h  ir  r  preaching 
I»laccs,  none  of  them 
being  far  away.  The 
meujbership  is  re- 
ported as  sixty,  with 

1  lM)  s<-liolars  in  three 
Sunday  schools,  two 
local  pieachers,  and 
a  total  attendance  of 
.**oO.  The  first  church 
in  Cambridge  itself 
wa^  a  plain  building, 
but  f<»r  some  years  it 
supplied  the  nei'ds  (►f 
the  <'arly  settleis. 
The  township  was 
small,  and  a  large  part 
«»f  the  uiorniMLj  con- 
gregation c<  insist <  <1 
of  farmers  and  their 
families,  who,  from 
the  surrounding  dis- 
tricts dr(>\e  in  to  worshi} 
Cambridge   became    a    place 


MU.    l{ol.I.K>T«»N. 


During    Mr.     Pull's    term 

X...V......  .v.^ V     .V    ( ^    of    <'onsiderable    importance*. 

FnMjuent  and  protracted  sittings  (»f  the  Lan<l  Court  were 
hekl,  and  large  sums  of  money  paid  to  th<^  Ma«)ris,  who 
sptmt  it  at  the  stores.  It  was  also  a  great  coaching 
centie.  The  church  shared  in  the  prosperity,  and  was 
enlarged  to  double  its  former  size,  the  entire  cost  being 
raisi'd.  Tlu*  ct)ngregation  resj)onded  t<»  Mr.  P>ull  s 
unremitting  i)astoial  oversight,  and  was  large  an<l 
intelligefit.  At  Pukerinui,  some  five  miles  distant,  the 
Cileys,  (Janes,  lUittle  Prothers,  Reynolds,  and  Fisher  all 
Wesieyans  -were  among  the  thst  settlers.  A  church, 
30ft.  by  L*Oft.,  was  erected  soon  aft("r  their  arrival,  and 
service  is  still  held  there  on  Sunrlay  afternoons.  At 
Cambridge*  West  several  Imhiscs  had  been  erected  during 
ISSO-SI,  and  .Mr.  R.  Daviess,  a  zealous  wt)rker,  had  started 
a  Sunday  school.  This  leil  Vv\  \\.  't>\Vv  V^v\\v^^;v\\\v^^^^»*A'^.vv^*^^ 
e\uuc\\  eYev.'V<.H\.    \v  vlv^^V  L-lv^VN,v>i  nsVxmV  ^^^^^"^'"'"^^^^ 
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is  a  neat  builcliii'x,  jukI  coiivoniently  situate<l,  but  owing  to 
tlie  lessened  population  luw  now  only  a  small  school  an<l 
an  occasional  service.  During  the  pastorate  of  the 
llev.  J.  Law,  in  1h71-7'J,  the  excellent  site  of  three  acres, 
on  which  the  parsonagt*  stands,  wiis  secured.  Tie  pur- 
chased it  fmm  OIK?  of  the  military  settlei-s,  anfl  in  his  own 
circuit  and  Auckland  collected  the  amount  necessary  to  pay 
for  the  same.  Presently  a  small  house  was  erected.  Al)out 
fifteen  years  sinre  needful  addiiitnis  were*  made  thereto, 
an<l  thus  ther(»  now  stands  on  it  tht»  cozy  j)arsonage,  a 
view  of  which  apjK  ais  on  Page  15.  About  1SS;5  it  was 
felt  that  the  tiiiM'  had  «M»im'  to  erect  a  new  church.      There 


K(^v.  A.  l{eid,  in  March,  is^t,  th(?n'  was  ;i  ilense  «ni\v«l. 
Kurojieans  and  Maoris  beifig  alike  anxious  to  see  and  liiar 
the  veteran  missionary.  Tiie  entire  cost  was  estimattnl  at 
XI 01)0,  but  this  WAS  consid(rrably  exceede<l,  and  tlOO 
remain<*<l  as  a  debt.  Six  years  later,  during  Mr.  Garlaiui's 
supt'rintend(?ncy  of  the  cinruit,  one-half  of  this  was  rai^fl. 
and  the  remainder  loaned  by  the  connexion  withimt 
interest.  The  last  instalment  t»f  this  will  Ik*  rej)aid  durinii 
tile  prestMit  year.  Three  years  since,  in  response  to  ilu' 
appeals  of  the  IJev.  L.  liuds.m,  funds  were  raised  and  a 
gynniasium  elected,  where  the  youths  of  the  <listrict  niav 
rei-reat^*  themselves  in  a  healthv  fi»shion.      Cliurch,  scImm.jI, 


MiMSTKK  AM'  (!k<)i  I'  oF  (>iFn  i.vr.s,  TiiA.vKs  CiucriT.  isys. 


was  also  an  excellefil  opportunity  for  st'llinir  the  old 
building  and  sit«'.  The  Kev.  11.  li.  I)ewsbury,  elo(pient 
and  popular,  was  then  in  charge.  Under  his  iiispirali<;n, 
the  foundati(»n  stone  was  laid  on  a  corner  of  the  parsonage 
site  by  ^fr.  .1.  C.  Firth,  in  September.  The  ceremony  was 
marked  by  great  enthnsia,s?n,  all  the  [jlaces  of  business  in 
the  town  V)eing  closed,  and  the  t»t!'erings  fi)r  the  day 
amounting  to  I'llT.  The  church  is  an  attrartixe  an<l 
m-// //ni-^hrfl  (intliir  ) milt)] tit:,  \^i\.  hv  .'J.'U'l.,  w»»ll  arranged, 
/i//f/  tHstrtallv  t'uniisJH'ii  AttnvUvd  thereto  is  a 
i^untJay.'ichoid  ' 'J6t\.    hy   2Uh.     At    its   opening,    by    ihvi 


l»arsonage,  and  gymnasium,  all  near  tin*  i-entre  «>f  the  town, 
now  giv«.'  lo  C.'.iml)i'idge  a  <'oiiiplcte  rculesastieal  plant. 

(.''a'nbriilu'e  Methodism  in  the  early  days  was  largely 
helped  by  the  late  Mr.  .James  Ih'^iwn  and  his  family. 
Having  lixed  in  Canada  and  Tasmania  and  hclj)ed  in 
Church  work,  he  ]»urcliased  a  farm  iti  Waikat»>,  and  at 
once  showed  the  same  inteii'st  and  zeal  iti  (Jods  cause. 
His  family  were  like  minde<j,  ami  his  <laui;hiers,  Mesdaint*>« 
Walki'r  an<l  lt<'yni»lds,  with  their  husbamls  and  Miss 
^\.     Wvuwu    V\vA\     Wvs,    <.\    Cvitlin)    aided     rveiy     giMMl 
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tod  bj  Messrs.  Martin,  C»ley,  Gane,  Clark, 
and  H.  Buttle,  J.  Allen,  Nixon,  and  others,  and  in 
imes  Messrs.  Priestley  and  Hunter  have  been 
'  energetic.     Thus  the  Cambridge  Circuit,  though 


a  difficulty  in  intercolonial  transfers  of  ministers,  ho 
volunteered  for  Queensland,  and  as  he  is  still  in  the  prime 
of  life,  may  be  expected  to  do  good  service  for  the  Church 
in  that  progressive  Colony. 


IIWB  ChUR   II. 

has  always  had  an  ii)U'lli<;ent  constituency,  and 
mred  by  some  of  the  ablest  ministers.  Two  yoiin<^ 
'ho  commenced  tliore  as  local  preaclicrs  twenty- three 
since,  are  now  in  the  itinera  fit  ranks  —  the 
J.  J.  Brown,  of  the  Victoria  and  Tjusmania 
ence,  and  the  Kev.  J.  N.  Buttle,  of  the  New 
d  Conference.  The  lie  v.  \V.  Cannell,  born  in 
eater,  but  brought  up  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  is  the 
t  minister.  He  came  to  the  Colony  about  forty 
ince,  and  was  reconnnended  to  tlie  Ministry  by  the 
ind  Quarterly  Meeting  in  ISGO.     He  is  sympathetic 

disposition,  and    as  a  preacher,    impassitnuMl   and 
nal.     He  is  a  musician  and  a  singer  also,  and    his 
being  all  gifted   in   the  sam(»  way,   he  Inis  always 
Ue  to  S€cui*e  a  gocxl  choir.     Naturally  g(  nerous  and 
to  help  in  anyca.se  of  distress,  he   always  jnakes 
Eriends.     His  ministry  has  been  exercised  in  all  the 
ba  of  the  Colony,  but  Wanganui,  Canterbury,  and 
1  .have  absorbed  five-sixths  of  it, 
imbridge  is  his  first  appointment 
A^uckland  Province.     After  thirty- 
fears  of  uninterrupted  labour,  lu; 
*  .visit  to  Great  Britain  ifi   lHt)7. 
1   now  among  the  seniors  in  the 
frial  ranks,  he  is  able  to  preach 
lit  with  unalmted  vigour. 
Rev.  L.  Hudson,  having  finished 
m  in  the  circuit  in   189S,  left  for 
h,  Queensland.     Arriving  in  this 

in  1879,  he  had  given  nineteen 
of  ministerial  service,  receiving 
tments  in  all  the  districts  except 
.  He  was  specially  successful  in 
igton,  and  Cargill  Road,  Dunedin ; 
ufortable  pai-sonage  in  the  former 
ind  the  Hubstantial  mission  hall  in 
ter,  being  built  during  his  term. 
;  a  revival  in  the  Cargill  Road 
i  he  had  the  joy  of  seeing  li)0 
I  enter  the  enquiry  room.  Ai^dent 
lerament,  and  active  in  dispoNition, 
mlwayti  ready  to  work.     To  meet      Ukw  D.  J.  Muuuay. 


Pollen  Street  Chi'Rch.  Tuamks. 


HAMILTON  AND  TE  AWAMUTU. 

If  the  Cambridge  Circuit  is  somewhat  contracted, 
Hamilton  and  Te  Awamutu  is  so  large  as  to  be  unwieldy. 
For  one  minister  effectively  to  work  a  circuit  in  which 
there  are  four  churches  and  twenty  preaching  places,  the 
furthest  being  forty  miles  apart,  and  to  give  pistoral 
attention  to  the  170  members  and  720  hearers  scattered 
over  this  vast  area,  is  obviously  impossible.  The 
Kev.  J.  Ilosking,  D.D.,  the  resident  minister,  is  strong  and 
active,  but  ev(»n  his  energies  are  overtaxed.  He  was  born 
at  Coi)perh<mse,  Cornwall,  thirty-nine; yeai*s ago.  Converted 
at  ten  y(»ars  of  age,  Ix;  began  to  preach  three  years  later, 
while  still  a  boy  in  round  jackets.  His  grandfather 
was  a  convert  of  Wesley,  but  he 
himself  was  brought  up  in  the 
United  MetluMlist  Free  Churches,  and 
studied  for  the  Ministry  at  their  college 
in  Manchester.  On  the  completion  of 
his  course  he  offered  for  Australia,  and 
was  the  minister  successively  of  congi-e- 
gations  in  i>allarat,  Melbourne,  Brisbane, 
and  Christchurch.  When  Methodist 
union  took  place  in  this  Colony  he  was 
appointed  to  Hastings,  and  afterwards  to 
Hamilton.  He  is  a  voracious  reader  and 
a  voluminous  writer,  having  published  a 
large  number  of  pamphlets,  controversial 
and  otherwise,  and  a  good -sized  volume 
on  Theology,  Morals,  and  History.  He 
is  an  able  preacher,  and  does  not  hesitate 
to  deal  with  the  most  recondite  problems 
in  his  discourses.  A  born  polemic,  he  is 
also  a  xealous  Temperance  advocate.  In 
his  present  circuit,  he  has  been  most 
assiduouK  iu  t^^\x\^lvi  ^^^^Si\AS^.^\5Ks^^^e«k^ 
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The  History  of  the  Circuit 

lias  been  somewhat  clietiuered.  The  small  church  built  in 
Hamilton  during  Mr.  Berry's  ministry  still  stands,  and  is 
now  used  for  Sunday-school  purposes.  Since  1880  a 
resident  minister  has  been  annually  appointed.  The 
church  site  of  an  acre,  donated  by  Dr.  Rayner,  proved  to 
be  most  valuable,  one  end  of  it  fronting  the  main  street  of 
the  town.  In  1881  the  old  Imilding  being  crowded,  a  new 
one  was  projectinl,  and  the  one  of  which  a  view  is  given 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  X600.  It  wjxs  opened  in 
February,  1882,  th(?  Revs.  T.  Spurgeon  and  A.  Carrick, 
of  Auckland,  being  the  preachers  on  the  occasion. 
Messrs.  J.  Gribble,  J.  D.  Melville,  Qualtrough,  senr., 
^launder,  J.  O.  Culpan,  afid  Cox  were  am<mg  its 
chief  j»roiii(>lers.  It  is  a  comfortable  and  elegant  building, 
and  admirably  situat«'d.  Two 
hundred  jiouiuls  was  raised 
towards  its  cost,  the  interest 
on  the  remaifider  being  pi'o 
vided  for  by  the  rental  of 
allotments  fronting  the  main 
street  being  let  on  building 
leases.  Unhappily,  a  sinking 
fund  was  not  made  part  of 
the  scheme,  and  the  <i(;bt 
still  remains.  We  are  gla<I 
to  learn  that  an  effort  is  now 
being  made  for  its  liijuidation. 
During  the  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  J.  Dukes  in  188.S,  the 
parsonage  was  purchased  at 
a  cost  of  .tlOO.  Half  the 
amou!it  was  raised  at  the 
time,  and  by  thc^  help  of  the 
lji)Sin  Fund  the  balafice  was 
paid  off  st)me  years  later. 
In  INIarch,  1899,*^  this  house 
was  accidentally  burned,  but 
another  is  now  being  erected 
on  the  same  site.  The  town 
hius  gone  through  various 
changes,  and  at  times  its 
residents  have  become  dis- 
pirited. The  last  five  years 
there  has  been  a  decided 
improvement.  It  is  the 
centre  of  a  large  district, 
is  pleasantly  situated,  aful 
the  Church  there  should  have 
a  connnanding  inHuence.  At 
Whatawhata,  on  the  Waipa, 
Tuhikaramea,  and  other  outlyin 
held  in  the  public  schools. 

At  Te  Awamutu  the  church  was  built  in  the  early  days 
of  Waikato  Methodism.  At  that  time  there  were  quite  a 
number  of  active  Church  menibers  residing  there — Messrs. 
Wilson,  Ghiss,  Hunter,  the  Gibsons,  Bosankos,  and  others. 
For  a  time  it  was  exceedingly  prosperous.  This  led  tr»  its 
being  m«ade,  as  stated  already,  the  head  of  a  circuit 
embracing  Alexandr.a,  Kihikihi,  and  other  places.  But  the 
removal  of  members  and  low  prices  of  produce  prevented 
the  progress  expected,  and  it  was  rejoined  to  Hamilton 
in  1891.  Thus  the  parsonage  site  there  has  never  been 
utilised,  although  we  understand  a  sum  of  money  is  held 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  house.  During  the  three 
^eajs  the  Rev.  W.  Gittos  resided  there  as  superintendent 


Rkv.  J. 


AnsfraJiaii    Canfert'iin'tt. 


of  the  Waikatc»  Maori  Mission,  the  congregation  rallied, 
as  he  was  able  frecjuently  to  conduct  evening  services.  Its 
distance  from  Hamilton  has  since  prevented  its  receiving 
the  attention  which  it  needs.  At  Kihikihi,  two  or  thrt*e 
miles  distant,  a  small  church  was  built  during  tlie  ministry 
of  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Wills,  and  opened  in  September,  l88j. 
The  population,  however,  removed,  and  about  four  years 
since  the  building  was  sold  at  a  price  that  did  little  nune 
than  discharge  the  debt  of  4*1)0  which  was  upon  it.  At 
Alexandra,  church  sites  are  hehi,  but  hitherto  the  way  t^j 
build  hits  not  l>een  opened,  and  service  is  held  in  the 
schoolroom.  Since  Di*.  Hosking  took  charge,  services  have 
occjusionally  been  held  at  Te  Kuiti  and  elsewhere,  and  the 
experiment  is  now  being  tried  of  a  Home  Missionary 
residing-  at  T«i  Awanmtu  and    working  that  end    of   the 

circuit. 

Ngaruawahia  Churcli  was 
built  and  opened  in  1886,  at 
a  cost  of  over  £200.  The 
town  has  not  grown,  and  the 
congregation  is  still  small. 
For  several  years  services 
have  been  held  in  the  public 
school  at  Huntly.  As  the 
s(*at  of  paying  coal-mines, 
where  a  large  trade  is  done, 
this  has  nt>w  become  a  flourish- 
ing township.  A  site  for  a. 
church  has  been  kindly  given 
by  Mr.  Ralph,  and  about  a 
year  since  a  building  was 
erected  thereon  at  a  cost  of 
t'lSO,  Mr.  W.  S.  Allen  and 
other.s  aiding  the  enterprise. 
Services  have  also  been  con- 
ducted in  other  settlements 
near,  but  to  work  them  effec- 
ti\ely  a  resident  agent  is 
needed.  At  present  the  loi'al 
preachers  in  the  circuit  are 
few  ifi  number,  and  cannot 
travel  to  these  outlying 
places.  The  time,  however, 
is  probably  not  far  distant 
when  the  Lower  Waikato 
itself  will  need  the  whole 
lime  and  attention  of  a 
minister,  and,  as  settlement 
(wtcfids,  support  should  be 
forthcomin*'. 


/'    //(«•    Xrtr     /rdldiid    <in(1     S<'i(lh 


districts,   services   are 


FRANKLIN, 

which  stands  on  the  list  of  circuits,  is  but  an  arbitrary  name 
applied  to  a  district  which  returns  a  member  to  the  House 
of  Representatives.  It  comprises  a  large  extent  of  country, 
stretching  from  the  Waikato  River  and  the  range  of  hills 
at  the  back  of  the  great  South  Koad  to  the  southern 
ifidentationsof  theManukau  llarboui,  and  the  whole  coast 
from  Manukau  Hej'ds  to  Waikato  H(»ads.  In  this  vast 
area  there  are  some  good  stretches  of  agricultural  land,  and 
the  whole  is  occupied  by  a  busy  and  industrious  farming 
community.  The  circuit  is  about  '24  miles  by  20.  Within 
it  seven  churches  have  already  been  erected,  and  at  seven 
other  places  services  are  regularly  ccmducted.  There  are 
only  five  local  preachers  on  the  ground,  otherwise  increased 
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M^m:M^^€!^^ 


^^K^:K^ll^   Cm  urii. 


INkKKOHK    r.\I{S«»NA<JK. 


Rev.  G.  T.  Marshall. 


TiiH  Latr  Mr.  .1.  (Jlassox,   Karaka. 


:       f      '       f      ■•      '\       i      •■      f      •;      •       ;       1       '■ 
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attention  given  to  some  of  the  latter  would  be  well  repaid, 
but  the  scarcity  of  labourers  makes  it  impossible. 

The  First  Efforts 

in  the  Church's  occupancy  of  this  region  were  made  at 
Waiuku  and  Pukekohe.  Prior  to  tlie  disastrous  Waikato 
War,  a  consideiable   number  of   persons,  mostly  from   the 

West  of  England, 
had  gcme  to  Wai- 
uku to  settle.  A 
few  had  also 
foinul  their  way 
t  o  P  u  k  e  k  o  h  e. 
Mr.  J.  (Ihisson,  a 
Cornish  local 
privu'hcr  and  a 
loyal  and  well- 
r<»a(l  Mctliodist, 
had  taken  up  land 
at  the  Karaka 
Ferry.  Occasion- 
ally tlu»  minister 
of  the  Manukau 
Circuit  Ital  gone 
up  to  conduct 
sciviccs  ;it  thcs(» 
])lac(vs.  Leaving 
the  main  road  a 
little  Ix'low  I*apa- 
toitoi,  it  was  iiis 
custom  t<»  ride  to 
the  K  a  r  a  k  a, 
swinnning      his 

linlse  ;ic|(»ss,  liojd 
service  in  Mr. 
(ilassoirs  hou^e, 
j)rocee(l  the  next 
day  to  Waiuku,  preach  there  o!i  the  Sunday  morning,  and 
then  coTue  on  to  Pukekolu\  At  each  of  tlu'se  ])laces  there 
were  (»arnest  ni'Mubers  who  thirsted  for  the  Wnrd  (»f  Life, 
and  by  whom  the  preacher  was  heartily  w«»lcom(M|.  |)uiing 
the  war,  the  residents  of  nearly  all  these  districts  retreated 
to  Auckland  for  safety,  while  most  of  tlu^  .Maoris  went  to 
help  their  countrymt^fi  in  the  fight.  After  the  victory  t>f 
Kangiriri  tin*  settlers  gradually  venturerl  back,  an<l  in  the 
autumn  of  1^^(>4  most  of  the  farms  at  Waiuku  and  sonie  <>f 
those  at  Pukekohe  had  been  ieoccupie(l.  As  the  then 
resident  minister  at  Onehunga  had  aheady  his  hands  full 
of  work,  and  was  besides  preaching  at  the  camps  and 
blockhcmses  along  the  new  North  Road,  the  writer  (then 
a  new  chum  from  England)  was  appointed  as  a  second 
minister,  his  residence  b<Mng  fixed  at  Waiuku.  He  receivt>d 
a  warm  welcome  from  the  little  band  of  Methodists  already 
found  there.  Conspicuous  among  these  were  the  late  Mr.  and 
iMrs.  Vincent  Walt(M-s,  and  Mr.  arid  Mrs.  Harriball,  senior. 
These  had  been  formiMly  connected  with  the  little  church 
at  Epsom,  and  now  that  they  had  come  further  afield,  wert» 
anxious  to  have  the  public  worship  of  (Jod.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walters  wen*  C'srnish,  and  possessed  all  the  arrlour 
and  emotitm  which  distinguish  the  Methodists  of  that 
regiofi.  The  Barriballs  were  from  J)evonshire,  and  though 
less  demonstrative,  were  (Mpially  loyal.  Each  had  a  large 
family,  were  vigonmsly  employed  in  the  heroic  work  of 
coloni.sation,  an'i  th(»y  and  their  sons  and  daughters,  young 
mt^n    juif]     womrn,     fonnerj    a    considerable    part    of    the 


Rev.  Lkwis  Htdsdn. 


congregation.  With  them  were  assoeiatecJ  Mes,srs.  Charles 
and  Caleb  Hosking,  who  had  married  sistei*s,  and  were 
equally  dependable,  and  Messrs.  James,  Udy,  May,  Hocken, 
and  others.  Services  were  held  alternately  with  the 
Preshyterians,  each  ministcM-ing  once  a  fortnight  in  the  old 
schoolioom.  Everybody  in  those  days  rode  on  horse-hack, 
the  roads  being  impracticable  for  buggies,  and  it  was  no 
uncommon  thing  to  see  twenty-five  to  thirty  horses 
hitched  to  the  feiice  jus  the  hour  for  service  drew  nigh.  In 
travelling  to  the  lower  end  of  the  circuit,  a  detour  was 
usually  made  to  Pukekoh(»,  and  a  j)reaching  service  hekl. 
Where  now  there  aie  in  the  Pukekohe  settlement 
flourishing  dairy  farms  and  wide  stretches  of  jiasture  land, 
was  then  covered  witii  dense  bush.  The  track  through  the 
bush  had  only  Ix^en  recently  cut ;  it  was  very  narrow,  and 
the  mud  was  literally  up  to  the  sa<ldle-girths.  A  vivid 
recollection  <»f  the  first  visit  is  cherisluHl,  when,  on  a 
moonlight  night,  the  few  settlers  had  been  gathered— had 
united  in  praise  and  piayer-  a  siMir.on  ha<l  been  delivered, 
and  the  young  preacher  spent  the  night  in  j\lr.  Hawke's 
uJitut'^  with  the  springing  tern  to  serve  as  a  mattress,  and 
could  study  astronomy  through  the  well- ventilated,  nikau 
CON  (Med  roof  after  i-etiring.  Put  we  were  young  then, 
and  the  very  novelty  of  the  surroundings  gave  additional 
zest  to  the  undcitakinic,  whil<»  the  hearty  welcome  given 
hy  the  Hawkes,  I{oo>>es,  Robinsons,  and  others  more  than 
compensated  the  dilliculties  of  ti-a\('lling.  During  that 
year  a  lar^e  number  of  emigrants  wen»  brought  out  by  the 
Pro\incial  (M)\ernm<*nt  an<I  plac<'d  on  the  lands  formerly 
held  by  Maoris  on  \\\v  coast  sidi*  of  the  Waiuku  Creek,  at 
Maioro  and  elsewliei-e.  Service  was  held  at  one  of  these 
settlements  on  the  first  Sunday  after  their  arrival,  they 
having  i-eache(l  their  destination  on  Saturdav,  the 
Superintendent  (IL  (iraham,  Es(|.)  and  his  l^rovincial 
Secrf'tary  ]>eing  jiie^cnt  The  other  centres  were  visited 
in  turn.  Services  wj-re  also  initiatf'd  at  Port  Waikato 
then  a  plare  of  some  importance,  as  a  depot  for  steameiN, 
and  tor  supplies  to  ])e  sent  t«»  the  military  posts  in  the 
delta.  The  crossing  of  the  Waikato  Kiver,  often  in  a 
broken  canoe,  which  had  to  he  baled  out  constantiv,  with 
a  stioni,'  current  rMimiiig,  and  the  horse  swimming  b(»hind 
at  first  canse<l 
s  o  me  pert  uiha 
ti(.n.  \\  tlu'  end 
of  a  year  the  Rev. 
.1.  S.  Rishworth 
took  up  the  woik, 
and  saw  cjuisich'i- 
al)le  suc*'ess.  At 
Waiuku,  a  neat 
c  li  u  r  c  h  was 
erect  (ul,  half  a 
mile  or  m(»re  from 
the  township,  on 
a  site  given  hy 
.Messrs.  Newman 
and  Russell.  It 
cost  about  .4'L^OO. 
Its  opening  was 
the  cause  of  great 
rejoici  ngs.  A 
st(»amer  from  One- 
hunga brought  a 
company  of  ex- 
cursiofiists  from 
Auckland         and        mr.  R.  Rkvnc.ij.s,  C.AMBRmoK. 
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iau.  A  ridiiii^  p*"'tyi  wlii<"li  iiu-liul'Ml  scvrral  ladios, 
U]>  fioin  Otiiliuliii  and  Diurv.  Tlu'  Urvs.  Wallis, 
',  and  Muili'V  \v<t<»  visitint^  ministers,  and  a  most 
<fiil  soinM*  was  ln-ld.  A  vi«\v  of  this  <liur.-li  ii<  it 
•ihI  on  the  day  of  opcninic  will  Ix*  foun<I  <>n  pa*;!*  .")!». 


:i 


i-aj)a,  tlw    .Manuk.iii   ( ' 


"-1^1  iinii I    1 1 II  > 1 1 1 iimt&lmiit 


iTY  Cmik'  II.   II  \Mn.r"V. 

WAIUKU  AND  PUKEKOHE  CIRCUIT. 

S.  Ki<li\vnrili  in  1  si;7  tn 
rciiil   \\;is   «ii\  idid.  iln*    iirwrr 

Iwinj^  ]»larrd  nndrr  tin-  rli.iiix«'  <'t'  tin'  Wcv.  .1. 
fll,  wli(»  iM'sidrd  in  llu*  t'oinn'i  }>la«c.  .Mr.  W'lu-wrll 
nativ«»  <it'  HiwUicM,  lOriLrlarul.  In  tin'  t-arly  (lays  nf 
Id  frviT  In'  rain<'  «m?i  to  \' iitmia,  and  rntrml  tlu' 
ry  from  «  nc  nf  tin*  MfllMnniM-  ( 'i'.ciiils,  |''ir«'d  with 
lary  cntluisia^in,  \\o  ntVrrcd  fm-  ilw  work  in  tlu' 
Iv  Isl;nnls.  and,  cnniini^^  ii>  Aih'kland,  inanird  a 
if  Mr.  T.  Kussi'jj.  Kor  aln»nt  l  \v<-l\r  vrais  \w  did 
lit  work  in  thr  Mission,  as  tin-  ass,iciai<  nf  lu*\s.  '\\ 
^,  (J.  l.)ani('l,  and  ollicis.  On  lii^  hcallli  hrcoiiiini,' 
il  t:>  the  strain  of  a  lrnj»i.-al  rlinial«",  lir  icliniicd  to 
.•olonics,  arul.  aftrr  sji«-ndinix  su'nr  tinir  in 
ia,  setthMl  in  Nrw  Zralanfl. 
he  to<)k  cliar^^'c  of  tin* 
;u  and  Pukcki»li('  Circuit  il  was 
d  to  tlu*  supp  »rt  of  a  mairicjl 
•r,    hut  Ik'   was  willin.i^  to  nmh-r- 

for  r4'asons  of  health.  Duriiii; 
sidi»n(;(*  ihrrt*  a  service  wa*^ 
iired  at  Mauku,  and  the  new 
lonts  near  the  «'oasi  i(.'<('i\c<l 
»iahh*  attention.  in  the  j)lae«'.s 
now  eonstitute    the    irreatrr  i>art 

eireuit,  then?  wen*  then  f<'W 
I,  so  that  the  ]>laees  oeenpied 
Taiuku,  Mauku,  Lin  wood,  Puke 
witli  an  occasional  service-  at 
and  visits  to  the  newer  |»laces. 
s  folio w(m1  hy  the  Kev.  J.  Law 
'  year.  From  1n7I  to  Jh7<>  no 
t  minister  was  aj»|»ointed,  it 
i^ain  pi  iced  under  the  charire 
Superintendent  of  the  Manukau 
.  In  1^77  the  \U'\,  S.  J. 
was  Mp])ointed,  and  the 
CO  tixed  at  I'ukekohe.  The 
re  vears  was 


An  Era  of  Church  Building: 

in  the  circuit.  Settlement  was  rapidly  pro^^'essinj^,  esj>peinlly 
on  (Mtlier  side  of  the  (ireat  South  Road  from  Drury  to  tiie 
Waikato  lviv«*r,  and  tln're  was  a  laudahle  desire  to  kot»p 
}>ace    with  th«'  julvanciiii;    p(>j)ulation.      Tin*   resideiice  of 


•  »/ 


Uy\.    .1.     II. .-M>.;,     1)1). 


H  Wlll.roN     l*\I{>n.\  \«;k. 

Mr.  K.  Ilohhs  helped  miieh,  as  he  jinaneed  for  the  Church. 
Ueinir  also  .M.  ILK.  for  the  dislrirt.  hecxrrcisod  ct)nsiderahle 
intluen<e.  Tuakaii  was  the  first  in  the  field.  Mr.  Holmes, 
a  warm  hearted  L'ish  Metho*lisi,  ;,'ave  a  site.  Mi*. 
<  )ldham,  M'lM'.,  and  oth«'rs  seconded  his  (»florts  to  huiM 
a  san«tUMry.  l''la\  dies>in^  was  heiin;  carried  (»n,  and  the 
men  employed  in  thi^  industry  h«*lped.  Thus  the  first 
<lnn«h  was  erected,  ami  on  .July  -2nd,  1  *^77,  op«*ne<I  hy 
lu'\.  \V.  Kirk,  then  President  of  the  Confeience.  with  a 
deht  of  only  L'l'O,  It  was  a  plain  and  homely  huildint;, 
hut  sei\('<|  tiie  ne«'ds  of  the  settlers  until  th<  ir  means 
incr-'ased.  Within  twelve  numths  two  others  followed. 
At  Pokeno  Hill,  not  far  fnun  Mr.  Hohh's  residence,  a  site 
was  i;i\en  hy  >h'.  Warn,  and  a  church  to  seat  I'JO  persons 
was  «>pene<l  hy  the  Kev.  J.  Warren  ofi 
May  loth,  1S7S  It  n»st  £lM)(),  and 
thri'c  fourths  of  the  amount  was  raiserl 
at  the  time.  The  heaxy  hu<h  at  Puke- 
kohe  luul  been  «j;radually  clean'd,  and 
.Messrs,  1^.  Alh'n,  Koose,  an<l  others 
were  possessed  of  tlourishini;  farms. 
Pnjspei'ous  in  their  wi>rldly  cin-um- 
stances,  they  did  not  fori;et  the  house 
of  lh«*  LonI,  and  a  church  of  soTuewhat 
irr«'ater  architei-tuial  pn'tensitms  .'lift, 
hy  L'lft.  with  commodious  \estrv 
attached,  was  eie<-ted.  It  cost  l'L*7."», 
and  t'-OO  were  rai'^ed.  It  was  <ledicat«M| 
to  tin*  service  of  ( lod  hy  the  Ilev.  Tho-, 
Kuddle  on  Jun«*  I'lth.  1^7^,  arid  at  a 
soire*'  held  two  <lays  later  Mr.  Hohhs, 
as  Chairman,  and  the  Kev.  (Jarlick, 
pastcM',  and  .Mr.  Kuddle  as  speakers  - 
the  report  was  receivi'd  with  <,'reat 
satisfaction.  The  Kev.  L.  M.  Isitt 
succee<I««d  Mr.  (J'lrlit-k  in  1S7!»,  and 
t<M)k  up  his  resi<leni*e  in  th.e  Church 
N'estry.      His  ability  as  a  speaker,   his 
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humour,  made  hiiu  very  popular,  but  the  good  hoU8e\vi\es 
of  the  district,  doubting  his  culinary  skill,  kept  him  well 
supplied  with  baked  meat  and  pies,  and  he  came  home 
from  his  long  journeys  often  to  find  his  larder  replenished. 
As  he  had  caused  a  door- way  to  be  opened  from  the  vestry 
directly  into  the  pulpit,  the  wags  of  the  district  wickedly 


NOARl'AWAHIA    CfHRCFI. 

suggested  tliat  it  was  for  th(^  purpose  of  giving  an  eve  to 
the  cooking  while  the  hymns  vv(M-e  being  sung.  Shortly 
aft-er,  the  cominan<ling  site  of  tlnee  acres  was  obtained  at 
Bombay.  Owing  largely  to  ^Ir.  Ilobbs's  help  and  activity 
in  collecting  contributions  from  far  and  near,  the 
well-proportioned  and  handsome  church  was  built  there, 
and  during  the  liev.  A.  C.  Caughey's  pastorate,  opened 
by  this  writer  on  September  Itli,  issl.  It  was  stated 
at  the  public  meeting  that  ^liss  (ilasson  had  also  l)een 
indefatigable  in  obtaining  sub'<cri}»tions.  There  weie  vny 
few  Church  membeis  in  the  district,  and  as  the  buildiuLT 
cost  XnOO,  a  debt  of  .t'2S0  was  left.  Tlircf^  years  sinccs  a 
circuit  effort  was  made  to  ])ay  oiV  half  this  amount.  It 
proved  successful,  and  the  balance  is  now  being  (lisclia?'g<'d 
tlinmgh  the  Church  iUiilding  an<l  I^oan  i-'und.  It  was 
anticipated  when  this  church  was  built  that  a  nnriister's 
residence  wouhl  also  be  placed  there,  and  it  is  an  almost 
ideal  site,  but  uj)  to  th(»  present  it  has  not  been  realised. 
A  little  time  before  Boml)ay  was  opened,  a  church  had 
been  erected  at  Mauku.  The  site  is  small,  but  centrally 
situated,  and,  though  the  building  is  not  larg*',  it  uwt  the 
needs  of  the  scattered  residents.  It  was  eidarged  two  or 
three  years  later. 


Pukekohe  Parsonage. 

In  1SS3,  on  a  married  minister  being  apjKunted,  it 
became  necessary  to  provide  a  house.  Through  the 
forethought  of  Mr.  li.  Ilobbs,  an  excellent  five-acre 
section  had  been  j)urcliased  some  months  before.  The 
house  itself,  of  which  we  present  a  view,  is  a  neat  and 
well-planfied  cottage  residence.  The  entire  cost  of  site 
and  parsonage  was  £510,  and  a  large  loan  from  the  then 
recently  instituted  lUiilding  Fund  was  granted  to  it.  As 
no  inter(\st  was  charged,  this  was  paid  off  in  the  course  of 
a  few  years  without  any  special  effort.  To  fit  it  for  a 
family  residence,  a  project  is  now  on  foot  to  add  thereto 
two  or  three  addititmal  rooms.  Meanwhile  the  small 
g-Irho  thus  obtained  1ms  proved  of  g^reat   service.     In  a 


country  circuit,  grazing  for  a  hoi*seis  an  absolute  necessity, 
and  if  a  cow  can  also  be  kept,  it  adds  mucli  to  the  comfort 
and  well-being  of  the  household.  In  Pukekohe  this  is 
secured. 


Further  Enterprise. 

As  the  years  went  by,  the  Tuakau  Church  pr.>ve.l 
inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  growing  congregation.  At 
first  it  was  proposed  to  erectt  an  entirely  new  buildin*;: 
afterwards  it  was  found  that  by  utilising  some  of  the  old 
material  a  really  better  and  larger  church  could  be  put  up 
at  less  cost.  Air.  T.  Walker,  who  hjis  for  many  years  been 
one  of  the  Circuit  Stewards,  put  all  his  energies  into  the 
matter,  and  was  ably  seconded,  both  in  work  and  gifts,  by 
Mr.  Oldham  arid  other  members  of  the  congregation.  The 
result  was  that  under  the  superintendency  of  the 
Mow  S.  Lawry,  the  i)resent  c«»mfortable  and  commodious 
church  was  built  afid  opened  on  April  loth,  hSSG,  with  a 
debt  of  oidy  £20,  which  was  shortly  liquidated.  About 
th(»  same  time  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  make  a  forward 
movement  in  Waiuku.  The  church  of  twenty  yeai*s  before 
was  small,  and  it  was  at  an  inconvenient  distance  from  the 
township.  A  site  was,  therefore,  secured  in  the  township 
itself.  A  wvy  pretty  Gothic  building  was  erect<Ml  there 
at  a  cost  of  i.">r)0,  and  the  d{»bt  which  remained  at  the 
opening  was  discharged  by  means  of  the  Loan  Fund 
within  three  years  after.  Two  or  three  years  later 
Mr.  Wriirht  Lifidsay,  who  had  formerly  been  a  member  at 
^lounr  Albert,  and  who  had  taken  up  his  I'esidence  two  or 
three  miles  from  liombay,  where  he  attended  for  some 
years,  felt  the  tinH»  had  come  for  a  church  in  his  own 
mMi;hl)<»urh(M)(l.  rnd(»r  his  inspiration,  a  neat  but 
inexpensixe  building,  suited  to  th«^  locality,  was  put  up  at 
IViparata.  The  i^Towth  of  the  Pukekoh(»  township,  in  and 
neai-  the  iieighboui  hood  of  the  Kail  way  Station,  rendei-ed 
the  plac(^  where  the  church  had  first  been  erected 
iiironxciiient  to  the  bulk  of  the  congregation.  It  was 
therefore*,  removed  to  a  position  on  the  glebe  land,  the 
former  site  being  sold.  At  Pokeno  also  a  similar  chr.nge 
took  place  al)out  three  yeais  since.  In  aJdition  to  the 
ehurches,  ser\  ic<'s  are  also  regularly  held  at  Otaira,  Bald 
Hill,   Kohekohe,  Meirer,   l>rury,  Linwood,  and  Ararinm. 


A  Mammoth 
Circuit. 

Franklin  Cir- 
cuit is  at  present 
(jneof  the  largest 
and  most  labori- 
ous circuits  in 
the  Colony.  Its 
ore  minister,  as- 
sisted by  only 
fivo  local  prea- 
chers, is  expected 
to  supply  the 
pulpits  of  the 
seven  churches 
above  described, 
and  seven  other 
preaching  places. 
From  his  home 
at  Puk(;kohe  he 
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's  in  1)110  direction  (iioitli  to  IvoliekolK*)  anil  10  miles  ifi 
y  other  before  he  reaches  tlie  bounds  of  his  cl'ar<je. 
the  country  is  broken,  and  the  roads  are  still  exceedin^dy 
vy   in    winter   time,    this   involves   i^reat   physical    toil, 


^RK>FXT    WUIKU    ClIlH"  H. 


le  properly  to  pastoiise  tiir  l'OI  mcnilxr^  mikI  1  (».')() 
I'ers  scattered  o\ci-  all  this  \a<t  Mira  is  iiiij)nssil>l('.  'I  hr 
that  only  1 'i.")  schclars*  an*  tmind  in  thu-c  srliools 
ft's  xhit  need  (jf  cl<Ker  j)astcnal  <»vcrsiLrht.  Anolhei 
ist.-^i"  on  th'^  i,n*ound  is'an  ab<olnt(»  necessit  v,  .nid  as  the 


settlei-s  fin*  \v(»ll-to-d(>  and  tin;  prop(*rties  are  in  good 
condition,  it  sliould  be  attempted  at  onc(\  Wlnle  we 
write  we  are  i^lad  to  hear  tliat  steps  aie  bein«;  taken  to 
supply  tlie  obvious  ne(»d.  There  are  some  dilii((»nt  workers 
in  the  circuit.  The  late  Messrs.  (Jbisson  and  I>arriball  are 
wortliily  rei>resented  by  their  sons,  and  Messrs.  Walker, 
Tsher,  Fisher,  Lindsay,  afid  the  brothers  ilo-^kin^;  are 
always  ready  to  assist.  The  late  Mr.  K<Mth  was  aii  excellent 
sj)ecimen  of  a  country  local  ju'eacher.  With  a  very  limited 
education,  he  was  full  of  zeal,  and  for  years  rode  many  miles 
in  all  weathers  to  fultil  his  appointments.  Those  now 
on  the  plan  follow  his  excellent  example.  Tli(»  IJev.  (J. 
T.  ^Lirshall,  t\w.  pr.'siMit  ministei,  is  a  patient,  ploddinfj, 
hard  working;  preacher  and  pastor.  Jle  i^  a  native  of 
Shakesju-are's  county,  and  was  i-onverted  at  ei<;hte(»n  ; 
be;L;jan  to  ])reach  at  Kington  a  yeai  later,  and  was  received 
a.s  local  j>reachcr  in  the  I^eaminirton  (his  native)  Circuit. 
Cominij  to  New  Zealand  in  l-'^Sl,  lu'  brouijht  such  hij^h 
testimonials  from  ministers  theie,  that  he  was  lecoimnended 
by  the  Aui'kland  (Quarterly  Meetin<x^  «nid  aftei-  a  term  at 
Three  Kin^s  ('<»llee(»  as  a  ])rivate  student,  took  his  first 
circuit  appointment  in  lSS:i.  lie  has  lehoured  chielly  in 
widect)untry  di^t^ic(s  r])pcr  Thames,  the  liay  of  Islands, 
Northern  Wairoa,  Pajjaroa,  Taurani^a,  Upunake,  and 
J\iclim(Mi(l  having  had  the  benetit  of  his  ministrations.  As 
a  preacher,  his  di'Iiverv  is  sh»w  and  measured.  His 
sermons  show  «onsid(^rable  r«'a<lin|L(,  and  recpiire  to  be 
eloselv  fnljnwed,  as  he  de]i«;hts  in  close  argument.  Jl<'  is 
a  cai<'t'ul  reader,  hotli  of  })hilosnphy  and  theolo«^y,  and 
occasionallv  c(»uclic.s   a   huice   at   what    he  <leems  erroneous 


Mk.  C  (i(m»|)Will,  OTAiriMr. 
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or  defective  in  modern  thought  and  publications. 
Methodic  in  work,  and,  in  spite  of  his  long  rides,  retaining 
the  tastes  of  a  student,  he  has  been  for  several  years 
Secretary  of  the  Probationers'  Examination  Board,  in 
which  capacity  he  does  useful  connexional  work. 


B<»MBAY    CMrK<  H. 

UPPER    THAMES    CIRCUIT. 

"NVliile  Franklin,  large  as  is  its  jufa,  is  all  but 
exclusively  agricultural,  tlu^  I'ppcr  Thames  has  t<>  do  with 
large  mining  centres,  a  celebrated  aiui  ia|»i<lly  glowing 
health  resort,  and  wide  stretches  of  farming  eountrv  as 
well.  Joining  on  the  one  sich*  th<»  Tiiames  Circuit  }»ro}>er, 
on  the  other  it  marches  side  by  si<le  with  Cambridge  and 
Hamilton,  and  in  its  most  recent  developements  st fetches 
out  long  arms  towards  Tauranga  anfi  l^>t<^rlla.  Numerically 
and  geographically,  it  is  even  larger  than  Kraid<]in,  having 
four  churches  and  fifteen  preaching  places,  at  distances 
varying  from  three  miles  to  forty  from  tli(»  K'sidence  of  the 
Superintendent.  Ihit  as  there  are  three  ministers,  and 
thev  wisely  arrange  to  take  the  pastoral  work  in  their  own 
locality,  more  pastoral  care  and  attentiofi  vuw  he  giv<'n  to 
the  townships,  which,  especially  in  the  mining  se.tion,  are 
growing  up  around  them. 


Early  Beginninj^s. 

Organised  work  in  this  circuit  was  begun  in  ISSI  at 
Paeroa.  Mr.  J.  Phillips,  senior,  an  old  Metho<list  from 
AVhnngarei  and  the  Thames,  luid  then  a  huge  storekeej>ing 
business  in  the  township  There  was  consi(hMabl(»  stir  at 
the  time  over  gold  finds,  and  it  was  expected  that  Tc  Aroha 
would  prove  literally  a  mountain  of  the  ))rccious  metal. 
Companies  weri*  formed  to  work  reefs  at  AVairongomai  and 
elsewhere,  anrl  farms  were  being  sold,  an<l  settlers  taking 
up  land  in  that  locality,  the  Natives  to  whom  most  of  the 
land  bel(»nged  facilitating  their  dt)ing  so.  Paeroa  was  the 
<lepot  where  supplies  weie  lande<l  from  Auckland,  and 
considerable  trade  was  done  there.  After  having  a  few- 
services  at  irregular  times,  supplied  by  j)reachers  from  the 
Thames,  in  resp<»nse  to  Mr.  Phillips' urgent  representati<jns, 
Mr.  Pinfold  was  sent  down  to  carve  out  a  n«'w  circuit. 
He  showed  commendable  zeal  and  discretion.  Hoads  were 
biwl,  but  he  successfully  opeuied  services  at  Te  Aroha  and 
other  places.  At  the  former  place,  the  first  preaching 
place  was  a  hall  owned  by  Mr.  J.  C  Firth.  Tiirough  the 
kindness  of  M<"ssrs.  Lipsey  and  I^aNcrty,  a  good  church 
site  wjvs   secured   (the  gift    of   the    form(»r),  ami   the   first 


church  in  the  township  <Mected  tiiereon.  It  was  a  }»lain 
and  inexpensive  building,  costing  but  Xl^C),  and  when 
opened  on  August  7th,  ISSl,  by  the  liev.  H.  Bull  ami 
Mr.  Frazer,  there  was  only  a  debt  of  £'2i).  It  was  th»n 
unlined,  but  by  the  first  anniversary  that  <lefect  was 
supplied,  and  in  July,  18H*J,  special  services  in  celebration 
of  the  event  were  held.  At  PatMoa,  as  all  the  laud  was 
held  by  Maoris,  only  a  leasehold  title  was  j>ossible  :  but  hv 
negotiaticm  with  the  Native  ownei*s,  and  tlie  kindly  otti^vN 
of  the  original  lessees,  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Hu^^sell,  the 
present  section — one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  townslii|i 
—  was  secured.  At  a  cost  of  j£381  the  church,  w  Inch  was 
at  once  an  ornament  and  a  credit  to  the  district,  wa> 
erected  and  opened  on  June  Ith,  lSiS2.  It  nu'a^^ureii  Uti. 
by  'Jlft.,  atul  had  a  comfortable  vestry  attached.  Alumt 
£200  w(Me  raised  at  the  time,  and  £100  advan<'«'d  by  tin* 
Ijoan  Fund,  to  l>e  repaid  within  eight  yoars.  Mr.  Piiifu!'! 
ha<l  the  satisfaction  of  leaving  these  two  churclies  ainl 
about  thirty  enrolled  members  as  the  fruit  of  his  in<lu>try. 
Since  then  the  Church  has  knowti  both 

Prosperity  and  Adversity. 

The  anti<'ii^'itions  cherished  respecting  the  yit»ld  of  iinU 
fiom  Te  Arolia  and  its  neighbourhood  have  not  yet  l)«'»*n 
realised.  That  the  precious  metal  is  still  there  in  (|U  iiitity 
is  still  firmly  believed,  but  hitherto  science  lias  failt^i  t'» 
extract  it  in  j^ayable  (piatitities.  Nor  di<l  the  farnici'i 
tlourish  as  they  expected.  Much  of  the  larul  was  only  •»{ 
medium  <|uality,  an<l  prices  were  low.  All  this  tendc<l  to 
discourage  the  faithful  workers,  who  were  interest<Mi  in  the 
chur«'h's  prosjx-rity.  Hut  th(»y  toiled  on,  and  hoped  for 
better  days.  .Vftt  r  a  time,  the  minister  was  removed  from 
Paeroa  to  Te  Aroha.  < lra<lually  the  baths  at  the  latter 
pla<-e  became  better  known.  The  (Jovernment,  by  its 
erection  (»f  a  sanatorium,  and  the  (»florts  of  the  r€»sideiUs 
themseKe^,  did  much  to  popularise  them,  and,  as  a 
place  for  r<  stoiin*,'  health,  or  for  spending  a  ph»asuit 
lioliday,  tin*  stream  of  visit(Ms  that  came  there  btvauie  an 
important  factor  in  the  Church  organisation. 

l)urinL;  the  Itev.  .1.  Law's  pastorate,  the  Parsonage  was 
I)urchascd,  and  within  the  i)ast  year  has  bc^en  enlarg«Hl. 
The  site  is  centrally  situate(l,  atid  when  means  serve  to 
ere<i  a  more  nuKlern  and  commodious  residence,  it  will 
becouK'  very  attractive.  On  the  miiuster's  removal  to  Te 
Aroha,  a  hired  local  i)reacher  was  engaged  for  Paeroa,  and 
Messrs.  Klliot,  Smith,  an<l  others  did  gcwxl  service  in  that 
capacity. 
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The  Uev.  S.  Grillith,  the  present  resident  minister  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Circuit,  is  the  son  of  an  eminent  and 
widely  known  English  local  preacher.  His  family  for  four 
^nenitions  have  been  associated  with  London  Methodism, 
and  his  maternal  grandfather  first  received  the  Lonl's 
Supper  from  the  hands  of  Wesley  himscOf.  Mr.  Grirtith  is 
therefoi-e  a  *'  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews,'  saturated  with 
MetluKlist  doctrine,  and  heartily  and  intelligently  attached 
to  its  iM>lity.  Of  slight  physiijue  and  somewhat  delicate 
appearance,  he  is  able  to  endure  fatigue,  and  in  such  wide 
circuits  as  T«»  Awamutu,  Maliurangi,  and  Franklin  he  has 
earneil  a  g<M)d  degree.  In  the  first  year  of  his  ministry  at 
Palmerston,  Mr.  (irithth  was  privileged  to  see  a  vvidesprea<l 
revival,  one  of  the  outcomes  of  which  was  the  erection  of 
the  present  lhoa<l  Street  Church,  th(»  foundation  stone  of 


Necessary   Extension. 

Al)out  six  or  seven  yeaiN  ago  the  existence  of  rich  and 
extensive  quartz  reefs  on  the  other  side  of  Paeroa — that  is, 
t^)wards  the  coast — became  known.  The  marvellous  success 
of  the  famous  Waihi  mine  led  to  tlu;  whole  country  being 
prospected.  Population  poured  in  rapidly.  Clfiims  were 
taken  up  in  all  directions.  The  issue  ha'^  been,  that  three 
or  four  mining  towns  have  sprung  up,  and  become  places 
of  importance.  Waihi,  14  miles  from  Paeroa,  fiow  claims 
to  have  four  thousand  inhabitants.  Streets  have  been 
laid  out,  and  along  the  main  thoroughfare  good  buildings 
have  been  erected,  whil(»  in  every  direction,  for  a 
considerable  distance,  neat  cottages  and  mind's'  huts  are 
to  bo  s(»en.     The  gold  vields  are  still  largtily  those  of  the 


Ok>i('k.hkarkrs,  Franklin  (.'irciit,  Isds. 


which  was  laid  by  his  Mother.  During  his  pastorate  at 
Tauranga,  the  Tarawera  eruption  took  place,  and  while 
\isiting  Kotorua  it  became  his  sad  duty  tt>  bury  the  body 
of  Mr.  Kdwin  Bainbridge,  an  English  ib*tho<list,  who  was 
one  of  the  victims.  Seven  others  ( Kuropeans)  also  perished 
in  the  disaster,  and  were  intcrre*!  at  the  sanie  time.  It  is 
somewhat  singular  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
inonthn  as  supply  in  Wellington  and  a  year  in  Palmerston, 
the  whole  of  his  ministry  hjis  been  spent  in  the  Auckland 
Province.  After  a  year's  holiday  in  Kngland,  he  was 
appointed  to  his  present  sphere  in  181»G.  His  j)leasing 
addresA,  courteous  manner,  and  earnest,  faithful  preaching 
liave  won  gcmeral  aceeptance,  while  th(»  rapid  grt»wth  and 
<levelopoment  of  the  circuit  bear  witness  to  his  wise  and 
energetic  Huperintenden<'<\ 


Waihi  and  ils  assoL-iated  mines,  })ut  (\\j)erience<l  men 
.•inticipat<*  that  olhei-  reefs  will  be  produrlive,  and  the 
place  b«'conie  permanent.  A>i  indicating  the  importance 
of  th(^  ii(-ld,  it  may  be  nienlioniMl  that  the  last  annual 
report  of  the  Waihi  showed  that  77,000  tons  of  jjuartz  had 
been  cru-ihcil,  the  yield  fr»nn  which  was  valued  at  a  rjuartei 
of  a  million.  At  Karani^ahake,  four  niil("s  on  tlw  way  to 
Waihi,  three  lai'g<*  battf'ric^-  have  beiMi  enacted,  afid  n.^ 
they  are  all  di\  id. Mid  payinir,  there  is  a  jirosperous  poj>ulation 
of  tVoin  fift<M*n  hun<lred  to  two  thoiisafid.  In  both  these 
jilaces  the  circuit  (jpened  preaching  places  at  the  earliest 
dat(»  [>ossible.  The  local  preachers  gallantly  stood  by  the 
minister,  an<l  travelled  long  distances  to  j)roclaim  the 
Word  of  Life.  Two  years  since  a  minist«'r  was  ai^i^oiutecL 
to  Paeroa,  to  lake  c\vA.t\i|^  v\\  \\\\\.V  \\'!\.^v>  v\\\\^^x^^v?^^^^«-^^ 


244 


THE  HISTORY  OP  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


Tb  Aroha  Cijurch. 


Twelve  mouths  since  another  was  sent  to  Waihi.  Shoitly, 
a  church  at  each  of  these  places  became  a  necessity.  Sites 
were  obtained,  and  stimulated  by  the  liberality  of 
W.  S.  Allen,  Esq.,  buildings  to  seat  two  hundred  persons 
each  were  erected,  and  opened  in  each  place  in  one  day  in 

May,  1898,  by 
the  Revs.  H. 
R.  Dewsbury 
and  A.  Mit- 
chell rcKpec- 
tively.  Each 
cost  about 
£300,  and  two- 
tliirds  of  the 
cost  was  raised 
at  tlie  time. 
Services  have 
also  been  in- 
itiated at 
Wait(»kauri  — 
another  j)ros- 
perous  mining 
centre  —  at 
Golden  Cross, 
0  w  li  a  r  o  a, 
Hikutaia,  and 
otluM*  places  in 
tin*  sainenei*j;h- 
hourliood.  The 
Ilev.  W.  S. 
Bowie,  a  young 
Victorian  who  came  to  this  colony  in  response  to  the 
appeal  for  labourers  about  five  years  a^o,  is  located  at 
Paeroa.  After  working  a  year  as  assistant  to  Mr  Bull  in 
Manukau,  he  was  received  as  a  candi<iate,  had  a  term  at 
Three  Kings,  and  after  spending  three  years  between 
Stratford  and  Malvern,  has  the  opportunity  i>f  winning 
his  spurs  by  service  among  the  minei-s.  Mr.  Beckett,  of 
Waihi,  is  also  a  Victorian,  who  came  well  recommended, 
was  engaged  as  a  Home  Missionary,  and  after  a  student 
term  of  two  years,  entered  upon  his  first  circuit.  All 
three  ministers  of  the  circuit,  as  will  be  s(>en  by  their 
photos,  are  still  young.  Wesley  said,  with  liis  rare 
sagacity,  that  he  had  often  been  disappointed  with  old 
preachers,  but  not  with  the  young  ones.  We  take  it  that 
he  meant  chiefly  in  the  matter  of  enterprise  and 
advancement.  We  may  therefore  expect  that,  large  and 
flourishing  as  the  Upper  Thames  Circuit  now  is,  it  will  be 
still  further  enlarged.  In  the  near  future,  probably  a 
triple  division  will  be  expedient.  Its  pi-esent  position  is 
largely  due  to  the  zeal,  energy,  and  liberality  of 

A  Notable  Lay  Helper, 

who,  a  few  years  since,  took  up  his  residence  within  the 
boundary  of  the  circuit.  W.  Shepherd  Allen,  Esq.,  M.A., 
is  a  worthy  English  Methodist,  who  first  visited  New 
Zealand  in  1885,  and  has  since  1892  resided  at  Allendale, 
Piako,  where  he  owns  an  extensive  estate.  He  is  the  son 
of  a  Manchester  merchant,  and  formerly  resided  in  North 
StaffordsV\Vre.  Of  independent  means,  he  was  elected 
member  ol  parliament  for  tlie  Borough  of  Newcastle  umler 
Lyme,  in  1865,  and  continued  to  represent  the  constituency 
uniptevruptedly  for  21  years,  retiring  at  the  Dissolution  of 
1886  Mr.  Allen  is  a  Liberal  in  politics,  and  during  his 
Parliamentary  career  voted  for  the  Chief  Reform  Measures, 
thoui^h  he  parted  company  from  Mr.  Gladstone  on  the 
foeaiiott  of  Ifomo  Hah  in  Ji-eland.    Six  years  after  hia 


retirement^  his  eldest  son,  then  only  21  yearn  of  age,  vai 
elected  for  the  same  constituency  and  still  represents  it 
Mr.  Allen  became  a  local  preacher  in  England  in  1872,  ud 
his  services  there  were  much  in  request.  He  also  took  t 
leading  part  in  Connexional  affairs,  and  on  five  differeit 
occasions  was  elected  by  the  Conference  itself,  as  kj 
representative,  for  the  term  of  three  years.  On  other 
occasions  he  sat  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Macclesfield  District  He  is  intensely  interested  it 
Evangelism,  and  in  England  maintains,  at  his  own  coit^ 
two  lay  preachers  who  are  engaged  in  revival  work,  bewiei 
providing  entii-ely  for  the  support  of  one  of  the  minitten 
of  his  own  circuit.  In  New  Zealand  he  has  shown  himadf 
equally  loyal  to  his  Church  and  equally  desirous  of 
extensicn.  At  Morrinsville,  near  which  township  he  live^ 
he  aided  largely  in  the  erection  of  a  church,  which,  thoagh 
nominally  Episcopalian,  is  open  to  all,  and  where  there  » 
a  large  society  class.  His  two  sons,  Robert  C,  and 
Stephen  S.  Allen,  followed  in  their  father's  footsteps,  and 
began  to  preach  at  14  years  of  ago.  We  present  the 
plu)tos  of  father  and  sons — a  family  of  preachers — thesoni 
being  at  the  time  the  youngest  accredited  local  pceachw 
in  New  Zealand.  Mr.  Allen  had  also  local  prciflhcn 
among  liis  employes,  and  during  last  year  no  less  tfaaillw 
local  preachers  went  forth  from  Allendale  to  prsMh  tb 
Gosp(»l  on  the  Ijord's  Day.  Tt  was  largely  by  the  fwdj 
and  voluntary  labour  of  himself,  sons,  and  employ&i  thtt 
services  were  originated  at  Karangahako,  Waihi,  etc,  oaA 
chieily  through  his  lil)t^ral  help  that  the  two  junior  minuten 
on  the  circuit  have  been  employed.  An  Oxfonl  man 
himself,  and  one  of  reading  and  culture,  Mr.  Allen  i« 
emphatically  an  old-fashioned  Methodist,  and  urges  the 
maintenance  of  the  class  meeting.  His  influence  in  the 
circuit  is  great,  and  while  Catholic  in  his  sympathies,  he 
helps  forward  his  own  Church.  In  the  circuit  to-day, 
aiding  th(»  ministers,  there  are  thirteen  local  preachers  and 
four  class-leaders.  It  has  157  enrolled  members.  Four 
Sunday  strhools  are  in  operati<m  with  170  scholai's,  and  there 
are  1450  attendants  at  public  worship.  In  additi<m  to  the 
four  churches,  there  are  preaching  stations  at  the  Te  Aroha 
end,  at  Morrinsville,  Te  Aroha  West,  Wairongomai,  Waitoa 
lUish,  and  Waihou.  On  the  goldficlds  at  Waitekauri, 
Golden  Cross,  Owharoa,  Waikino,  Hikutaia,  and  Netherton, 
Koniata  and  St.  Hippo  are  to  be  supplied,  and  a  new 
outpost  on  the  llotorua  railway  line  near  Oxford  has  been 
adde<l  more  recently.  At  present  it  is  one  of  the  most 
promising  circuits  in  the  District. 
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.AMTKL    (.iRIKFlTH. 


COROMANDEL    CIRCUIT. 

:ircuits  have  had  a  more  chetjuered  history  tlian 
lie  ups  and  downs  of  the  goldinining  industry  liave 
thfully  niiiToied  in  the  ecclesiastical  position.  At 
8    during    the    last    thirty  years    Coronmndel    has 

been    an    exceed- 
ingly   busy     and 
j)rosp('rous     com- 
munity,   and     at 
others      it       has 
resembled      Gold- 
smith's *' Deserted 
Village."      Tliere 
have      been      tlic^ 
same  Huctuations 
in  Chuich  aiiaiis. 
The  rich    find    of 
go  1  (I     at      t  he 
Thames  in    iNfn- 
hS().S      led     to     a 
renewed       search 
for  reefs  at  Coro- 
mandel.    This  was 
rewarded      with 
success.      Some 
E  n  g  1  i  s  h     com- 
l)anies     became 
interested,        and 
investe<l       money 
there,    and     iiave 
si  to  do  so  until  the  present  time.     Suon  there  was 
erable  population,  among  whom  were  a  number  of 
miners,    who     were     natuially    an\i<»us     for     tiie 
of  their  own  CMun-ch.      In  response  to  their  re<juest, 
.  W.  J.  Williams,  himself  a   native  of  that  county, 
J  had  ai rived   from  England   in  ISTU,  was  located 
the  first  ininist<'r. 


The  First  Church  and  Parsonajic^, 

h  we  are  able  to  present  illustrations,  were  very 
and  primitive  looking  buildings.  The  first 
I  places  and  the  settlers'  houses  were  crowded 
',  and  land  was  at  a  premium.  A  church  site  was 
y  Mr.  C.  McColl.  it  was  centrally  situate<l,  but 
«.sions,  24ft.  by  r)Oft.,  did  not  lea\(»  mu<h  room  for 
tural  display.  In  later  years  it  was  rh(»torically 
rd  in  the  Auckland  Synod  as  a  piece  without  w  idth 
li.  On  it  a  church  was  built  of  ISft.  *oy  30ft. 
lently  10ft.  were  added  to  the  length.  It  was 
in  1S7I,  and  cost  appr(jximately  X.'JOO.  For 
seven  years  it  wjus  the  headquarters  of  Methodism 
township.  As  it  was  almost  impossible  for  th<* 
r  to  obtain  lodging.s,  a  small,  thre'.»- roomed  house 
ilt  shortly  after,  in  an  eligible  piece  of  land,  and 
a  bachelor's  manse.  This  was  enlarged  about 
mi's  since,  and  has  also  done  duty  until  recently. 
the  early  boom,  several  townships  were  laid  out, 
d  cut  up  into  absurdly  small  allotments.  There 
me  earnest  workers  there  at  the  outset,  including 
isebiuH  Wilson  (now  Superintendent  of  Land 
Bnts  in  South  Australia),  who  was  a  valued  local 
p,  Mr.  Kanderson,  and  others.  The  former  of 
Jso  gave  land  for  church  purposes,  as  did 
Hobbs  and  Mr.  Glover.     Services  we/e  coimneiiced 


in  a  schoolroom  at  the  upper  township,  and  the 
congregation  and  Sunday-school  there  were  both 
successful.  Mr.  Williams  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Dewsbury, 
and  he  in  turn  by  the  lie  v.  R.  S.  Bunn,  the  district  having 
been  separated  from  the  Thames  and  made  a  separate 
circuit  in  1875.  In  1876,  the  depression  in  the  gold- 
mining  industry  was  so  great  that  the  minister  was 
removed,  and  for  six  years  it  was  in  charge  of  Home 
Missionaries,  with  an  occasional  visit  by  ministers  and 
theological  students  from  Auckland.  A  faithful  few  still 
remained  firm  in  their  attachment  to  the  Church.  The 
late  Messrs.  Gibb,  Colebrook,  and  their  associates  did  their 
utmost  to  keep  it  open.  In  1S8.S  the  place  was  prosperous 
once  more,  and  the  liev.  T.  X.  Gritlin  was  appointed,  and 
succ(HMled  by  the  Hev.  .J.  T.  Pinfold.  Once  more  tlu^  place 
declined,  and  the  fortunes  of  the  Church  sunk  to  their 
lowest  ebb.  Servicers  would  have  been  given  up  entiiely, 
but  Mr.  G.  Stei)henson,  the  veteran  local  preacher  of  the 
Maori  period,  whose  portrait  appears  on  page  I'M,  was 
not  to  be  daunted.  H(?  preached  (?very  Sunday  himself, 
visited  the  people  during  the  week  days,  and,  with  a  few 
earnest  men  and  women,  prayed  and  hoped  for  better 
times.  On  his  becoming  too  feebh*  to  continue,  Mr.  S. 
Uuchanan  was  s(*nt  as  Home  Missionary.  He  wjis 
followed  by  Mr.  George  Stephenson,  another  Missionary, 
who  also  did  good  service,  and  by  faithful  preaching  and 
pastoral  work  consolidated  the  congregation.  Then 
Mr.  Buchanan  was  ai)pointe<l  for  a  second  time,  and  as 
the  miners  were  then  finding  their  way  to  the  Ejist 
Coast,  he  opened  servic**  at  Kuaotunu  and  Mercury  Bay. 


A  Third  and  Successful  Start 

in  the  way  of  circuit  organisation  was  made  in  the 
appointment  of  the  Ucv.  G.  Frost  as  minister  in  1896. 
Full  of  zeal  and  energy,  and  finding  that  people  were 
tlcK-king  thither  fiom  all  parts  of  the  countiy,  that 
employment  was  abundant  and  wages  were  good,  he 
determined  vu  a  forward  movement  throughout.  He 
opened  new  preaching  places  at  Driving  Creek,  Tokatea, 
W'aikanac,  Kennedy  I»ay,  Cabbage^  IJay,  Wl 
Opitonui,  and 
Tairua.  Meicury 
l»ay  is  a  tliri\ini; 
timber  district, 
with  extensive 
sawmills.  Most 
of  the  others  are 
mining  centres. 
The  distances 
range  from  three 
miles  to  fifty  from 
Coromandel.  As 
t  h  e  o  r  i  g  i  n  a  1 
church,  which  has 
(hme  duty  for  so 
long,  was  obvi- 
ously unequal  to 
the  needs  of  the 
larger  population, 
the  wise  step  was 
taken  of  securing 
a  public  hall  for 
the  Sunday  even- 
ing congregations, 


hangapoua, 


while 
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service  and  tlie  Sundayscliool  wore  still  conducted  in  the 
old  building.  Stimulated  by  the  promise  of  liberal  support 
from  Messi*s.  James,  Cox,  Johnston,  tlie  late  Mr.  Colebrook, 
and  others,  it  was  determined   to  erect  a  church  more  in 


K.    C.    Al.LKN. 
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keeping  with  the  times.      A  \ahiable  site  was  pirsrntcil  l)y 

Mr.    James,    to  which    a     fuithrr     piece    was     added     l»y 

purchase.       \'e.\ati«)us  delays   iinjKMled    tlw    real i>at  inn    of 

the  project,  and  le^^al  dilliculties  at  «>n<'  time  were  >eii.»u>Iy 

threatened.      Happily  all   these  were   surmnuiiled,   and   on 

June  Dth,  b'^DS,  the  attractive  and   ennnno«liou«^  ehiireli.  (»f 

which  we  present   an   illustration,  was  foiinally  dcdicaterl. 

r.y  a  happy  thought,  it  was  fnund  possihle  f<»r  tin'  lir>t  two 

ministers  of  the  district-  -the   Revs.  W.   .1.  Williams  and 

}I.     K.      Dewsbury    -  to     cnn- 

duct  the    services.     Their   visit 

excited    great  interest,  and   the 

services     were     very    suc<*esstul. 

A  good    vestry   has    since   bei'ii 

attached  to  the  church.      It  has 

cost    in   all   ovt»r   flOOO,   a  teni 

porary     loan     of     i'-7">     being 

allowed  by  the  C'hurt-h  Ruilding 

Committee.      More      recently    a 

site  has  been   secured  fur  a  new 

and    larger  Parsonane,   and    this 

desirable     work     will     pi-obably 

shortly  be  carric«l  cait. 


Kuaotunu, 

the  second  place  in  the  circuit, 
and  the  residence  of  a  Home 
Alissionary,  is  l' 1  miles  from 
C'oromandel,  and  on  the  Kast 
Coast.  Formerly,  all  the  country 
around  was  co\cred  with  kauri 
forest,  find  in  past  years  large 
(juantities  of  timbi'r  and  gum 
have  been  exported.  It  is  now 
being  ransacked  for  gold.  Two 
ifi-  t/j/ro   /mftcrirs  niv  nt  w'urk. 


and    otlu'r   areas    are    iield     for    future?    ventures.      Tin* 

scenery  around   is  attractive,   and  as  a  warm,  e«|uatori^l 

current    strikes    th«^   coast,    tlie   climate    is  j)lea.sant   juhI 

e<juable.     Tlie  church  and   congregation  there  ai-e  lar<;»'ly 

the   residt  of  tjje   faithful  and   j)aiient  la  1  jours  of 

Mr.  (J.  W.  Horn,  an  old  Thames  member,  wiio  wtui 

to  leside  there  when  the  goldmining  connnencc  1  in 

the  locality.      About  ttMi  years  since,  lie  coUecti/ii 

a  do/j'n  children  anri  started  a  Sunday  sclmol.     It 

was   tauglit   in    a  battery   stoke-hole.      Presently 

tlie  adults   began   to   gather   at   the  batttMy  ;iN". 

atid  services  were  held  by  the  Ct)i-t)niandel  ib»iiie 

Missionary,    Primitive  Methodist  local  preacheiN 

fn>m    Auckland,  and   an  occasional    Presbyterian 

oi-    Anglican.      After   a   wliile    the    seivices  weiv 

transfei-red     t«)     the     large     loom     of    the     liott'l. 

gratuitously     i>laced     at      the     disposal     of    tin? 

Ml  congregation   by  the  }>roj»rietor.      Sub>etjut»ntly,  a 

mi  public   school    was    eicctiMl,    and    they    wei«»   iiejil 

ft  there,  but  owing  to  the  distance  fiom  Coromandol 

and     the     almost     impassable     roads     in     winter, 

servi<-es    wei'e    ii'n'gulai-.      In    AjU'il,     1  SIM»,     Mr. 

^1.     K.     (Jilmour,     who      had      been      a    private 

student       at       t)ie      Theological       College.      was 

apjioi-ted    Home    ^Hssionary.      Wy  his    diligence 

and     eneigy    a     church     becauK*      |>os>ible.       An 

excellent     site     was     chosen,   and     the     menilK'i>« 

«»f   the    con^reL;ation     .U'ave     uj>     their     Cliristma> 

holiday    to    put   in    the   piles  for  its   founda!i«'i:. 

Tli(-     church,     which     measuies      lOft.      by    .'•nn., 

and    seats    al»oni     two    hundi'ed    persons,    is    i-leixanl    atj'l 

attractive,  both    inside   and    out.       It    is    ofCothi**   desimi. 

with  butli-ess<<   and   a  belfry.      The   entire   i-ost   was  t:'»lM;. 

but    would     have    been    considerably   larg«'r,    only    that   a 

<'<»nsid«iable  amount  of  materials  ami  labour-  was  gi\en  hy 

the  wt>r'k»'r>    in    the  locality.      Specially  pi'ornineni   auroiii: 

tlic<e.   and    des('r\ing    hon«)urable    mention,  are    Mr.    airil 

Mrs.     II.)rn.    with     Messrs.     I ).     Whitburn,     \V.     Par  sous. 

F.     A.     Marshall,    .1.     Cennirell,    an.l    O.     Wallace.      It    is 
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k!i(»*v  that  tht^  church  opened  on  April  iSth, 
e  Kev.  (t.  Frost,  has  ahiMiIy  boon  halluwod  as 
ro  souls  have  hoen  won  for  Christ.  Mr.  (Jihnour 
1  receivod  as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry,  was 
iOD,  transferred  to  Dannevirke.  His  successor 
u  is  Mr.  A.  Header,  who  was  formerly  a  ILime 
in  Victoria. 


CmuiM,  (''H.'iiM.WDi.r.. 

Out  Stations. 

!>ay,  whi«'li  is  inchidcd  in  the  Knaotuiiu 
•ial  char:4»\  and  elLcht  miles  distant,  lias  a 
•est  for  students  of  N%'w  Zealand  hist«)i-v.  Ii 
it  Captain  Conk    landed    tooKsci-Nc   the  tiansit 

Off  the  c(»ast  hciv  11. M.S.  A'/z/A^A*  was 
t  was  here  also  that  Samuel  Leiijh  intended  to 
irst  Maori  Mission,  hut  was  prevented  hy 
Is.  It  is  a  hush  distriirt.  LarL,^e  sawmills 
frected  hy  the  Kami  Company.  Of  the  roa«ls 
s  place   and    Kuaotunu    and    Coroinan<l''l,   the 

better.  In  summer  tiiey  are  t(»l<M'al>le,  hut  in 
bush  tracks,  innocent  of  metal,  trodden  into 
It  up  by  heavy  tratlic,  reipiin'  watchfulness  to 
satVty,  and  even  then  are  lather  damai^ini;  to 
mrel.  rndisinaye<I  hy  these,  the  preachers 
thither,    and     at     Mercury    I.ay    itself,    ^'ood 

now  held  in  a  public  hall.  Th«*  residence  of 
ons,  an  earnest  lo-al  pi'caehei,  has  materially 
(lis  lespect.  Tairua,  thirty  nnles  away,  and 
a,  an*  also  timber  distiiets  where  the  (Jospel 
;o  the  bushfellers  and   tcamsteis.      There,  and 

the  service  is  often  conducted  in  the  open  air. 
he  service  has  been   ijiterrupted,  hut   usually 

use  their  own  woids,  '-^^^ive  the  prea<her  a 
►d  Home  Mission  work  has  been  done  in  all 
Lies.  ![t)uses,  fi'/mrts^  and  tents  ha\e  l)een 
ni(?n  invited  to  woi-^hip  (I.mI.  and  Mis  truth 
ave  Iwen  pi'«)claimed  "not  in  \ain."  in  the 
:  tlien?  art'  now  two  chnithes  and  seven  other 
L>laces.  Seventy  fi\e  menil»ers  have  been 
1  then?  are  two  class  leaders.  The  minister 
li.ssit»nary  an*  assisted  by  seven  local  ])reachers. 
1  numU'r  of  heareis  is  <>•_>">. 

Arthur      Mitchell,      who     has     su«ceeded 
in    the   Superinteiidency  of   thn  Circuit,  is  a 


young  man  and  full  of  energ\'.  He  was  converted 
under  the  Hev.  T.  Cook.  Ihought  up  in  the  Bible 
Christian  Church,  he  entered  its  ministry,  and  in  V'ietoria 
ministered  in  the  Circuits  of  Cerang-Gerang  and  Horsham. 
Coming  to  New  Zealand,  he  spent  three  years  in  tlie  High 
Street  Circuit  of  Chri.stchurch.  On  the  consummation  of 
Methodist  uniim  in  IHOG  ho  became  the  second  minister  of 
tlu^  Auckland  (Grafton  Roa<l)  Circuit,  wliere  he  laboured 
for  thi-ee  years.  He  is  a  sj)lendid  singer,  and  uses  this 
gift  largely  for  the  furtherance  of  his  church  w^ork. 
Amiable  and  court<H)Us,  and  intensely  de.sirous  to  see  the 
Church  piosper,  he  will  doubtless  build  on  the  foundations 
so  wi.sely  laid  and  secure  excellent  result.s. 


TAURANQA     CIRCUIT 

is  the  smalh'st,  both  geographically  and  inimerically, 
in  the  Aucklan<l  Piovince.  The  town  of  Tauranga  is 
pleasantly  situated,  an<l  has  a  most  enjoyable  climate.  Its 
l)fi8t  has  been  associated  with  some  stormy  scenes  in  Xew 
Zealand  history.  The  Gate  Pah,  and  the  monument  in 
the  cemetery  to  the  otficers  and  men  who  f<*ll  there,  are 
<»l)jects  of  painful  interest  to  the  tourist.  Formerly,  it 
was  from  Tauranga  that  a  dcp.ortuie  was  made  by  coach  to 
Kotorua,  and  the  stream  of  tourists  gave  the  place  a 
factitious  iniportanc(»,  while  the  amount  expended  furnished 
consi<lt>iable  emi)loymcnt.  The  opening  of  the  railway 
from  Waikato  to  the  Lakes  changed  all  this,  and  inflicted 
a  blow  upon  iln^  town  and  district  fi«)m  which,  as  yet,  it 
has  hardly  recovered.  There  are,  however,  considerable 
areas  of  land  being  settled,  at  intervals,  along  the  coast, 
and  as  the  roads  impi'ove,  ami  these  can  be  visite<l,  the 
circuit  will  ac«juire  stiength  and  permanence.  Foi*  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  centuiy  membcis  of  ihc^  Church  hav(» 
resided  in  Tauranga.  Mi*.  Thos.  Sonierville,  an  earnest 
.\Iethodist  trained  in  In-land,  and  .Mr.  Turner,  a  valued 
loc.d  })r«*acher,  with  Mi'.  .1.  V.  lUiddle,  were  among  the 
earliest.  l\}v  soine  time  ihcy  worshipped  in  the 
I'reshyieiian  Church,  but  ai'<iently  desired  the  services  to 
which  they  had  been  a»-customed.  In  April,  ISSI,  the 
1J«'V.  Vj.  I*.ari)«'r,  wh(»  had  rec<'nt]y  ariived  fiom  England, 
was  aj)pointed  as  the  first  minister,  an<l  heartily  welcom(»(l. 
He  <'onnnence(|  s«m\  ic«'s  in  the  Temperance  Hall,  which 
wer.  well  atten<l«Ml.  Thii'teen  yeais  befor<*,  an  excellent 
church  site  had  l)(»en  n*served  by  the  Pn)vincial 
(Jo\ei'nment,  and  the  foundation  block  of  the  building  was 
laid  then'  bv  the  K.>v.  T.  Huddle  on  Mav  IHth,  1SSl>."    ()n 
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September  Ist,  the  cliurcb,  which  is  oOft.  by  26ft.,  was 
opened  for  Divine  service  by  the  Kev.  W.  C.  Oliver.  It 
was  seated  for  184  peisons,  but  is  capable  of  accommodating 
more  when  necessary.  Labour  at  the  time  was  expensive, 
and  of  the  total  cost  of  £620,  £'M)0  remained  as  a  debt. 


NkW    ClIlRCII,    C()R«'MAM>Kr..  —  Efrrtfil     /S.VV. 

For  the  compaiative  handful  of  pctjpli',  this  proved  a 
considerable  i)urden  fca*  some  yeais.  lUit  they  made 
gallant  efforts  to  reduce  it.  Liberal  help  was  allorded  by 
the  Ix)an  Fund.  S]);'cial  efforts  were  initiated.  A  bazaar 
in  PVbruary,  ISSS,  netted  £100.  Thus,  by  pcisislent 
effort,  about  four  years  since  it  was  entiiely  cxtiiiuuishcd. 
Messrs.  Turner,  Wright,  >Si)t'iu-(',  Chappell,  the  late 
Mr.  Jonathan  lirown,  and  (»th('is  heartily  exerted 
themselves  to  biing  alunit  this  result.  huriiiif  the 
Kev.  W.  Sinclair's  time,  there  was  (juite  a  r<vi\al,  and  a 
number  of  young  persons  decided  for  Christ.  Some  of 
these  were  obliged  to  remove  elsewhere,  but  can  ie<l  with 
them  the  blessing  received.  Of  late  the  Tpper  Thames 
mines  have  attracted  some  of  the  population.  There  is, 
however,  a  good  Sunday-school  with  sixty  scholars  an<l  six 
teachers,  and  an  attached  and  hard-woiking  coiigicgation. 
A  fortnightly  service  is  also  held  at  Te  Puke,  and  less 
frei^uently  at  two  other  places,  the  total  attendants  being 
250,  with  a  UKMubership  of  40. 

At  present,  the  Tauranga  Circuit  is  under  the  chaige  of 
the  llev.  J.  W.  Woiboys.  Mr.  AVorboys  was  born  in 
Westminster,  London,  and  baptised  in  the  old  Horse 
Ferry  Koad  Wesleyan  Church  there.  The  minister  of  the 
day  prayed  that  the  lad  might  become  a  Minister  of  the 
Churcii.  Through  devious  ways  of  God's  leading,  the 
prayer  has  been  answered.  ]n  the  Keform  Movement  tiie 
parents  left  the  Wesleyan  Church,  but  at  thirteen  yeais 
the  boy  was  converted,  and  at  seventeen  became  a  local 
preacher,  and  two  years  later  was  a  Home  Missionary  in 
Yorkshire.  ,  Nine  yi*ars  as  a  local  preacher  in  TiOndon 
followed,  and  th<'n  on  coming  to  New  Zealand  he  was 
urged  to  enter  the  >Lnistry  of  the  I'nited  Methodist  Free 
Churches.  This  lu'  did,  and  laboured  successively  in  the 
Oxford,  Reef  ton,  WestjKjrt,  Waipawa,  Woodville,  and 
Napier  Circuits,  in  the  two  first  of  tiiese  serving  also  a 
second  term.  Of  strong  frame  and  zealous,  he  was  able  to 
do  goo<i  work  for  the  Church.  As  the  result  of  his 
e.xertions,  churches  were  built  at  Shetfield,  Ormondville, 
Wcstport,  aiu)  Wooi]\)))e;  and  the  one  at  Reef  ton  doubled 


in  size.  The  latter  place,  which  had  bt-<»n  a  heavy 
claimant  on  the  Home  Missionary  Fund,  also  became 
independent.  In  the  Seventy-mile  Bush  he  was  most 
energetic  in  opeiung  up  services  at  the  new  .settlements, 
and  at  one  time  iiis  circuit  extended  from  Pahiatua  t<» 
Makaritu.  As  the  result  of  the  Methodi.st  union  in  this 
Colony  in  1S96,  he  became  a  minister  of  the  United 
Church,  and  was  appointed  to  the  Maliurangi  Circuit. 
There  he  spent  three  years  labouring  with  his  accustoraefi 
vigour  in  that  wide  circuit,  and  travelling  the  lung 
distances  involved.  With  twenty-five  years'  exp-rience  as 
preacher  and  pastor,  his  residence  at  Tauranga  will 
doubtless  tend  to  the  consolidation  and  enlargt^nent  of  the 
Church  in  that  district. 


AUCKLAND  PROVINCE    NORTH. 

The  Peninsula  which  stretches  200  miles  to  the  north  of 
Aucklan<]  has  peculiarities  which  are  to  be  found  nowhere 
else  in  th.e  colony.  The  climate  is  .semi-tropical.  Lemons 
grow  freely  in  the  open  air,  and  in  various  places  oranges 
may  be  successfully  cultivated.  At  Whangarei  .and  on  the 
Kaipara,  grapes  have  been  produced  in  (juantity  for  many 
years.  The  whole  country  is  indented  and  penetrated  by 
long  arms  of  the  sea,  .so  that  no  settlement  is  many  miles 
from  water  communication.  On  the  Wairoa  there  are  the 
largest  kauri  forests  in  the  colony,  and  in  other  districts 
wheie  forineily  these  forests  waved,  but  are  now  bare  and 
barren,  digging  for  kauri  gum  has  Ijeen  carried  un 
uninteriupledly  for  more  than  half  a  century.  There  are 
thmughout  the  district  patches  of  volcanic  country,  which 
are  of  extiaonlinarv  f«'i'tility,  but  the  bulk  of  it  is  only  of 
nHMJiuin  ([uality,  and  there  are  considerable  areas  which  can 
only  be  made  pioduetive  by  years  of  labour.  There  are 
also  stretches  of  land  wh(»re  ironstone  prevails,  and  which 
will  only  gi-ow  ti  tree  a  f<'w  inches  long.  Much  of  the  land 
is  bi-oken  .-uid  preeij)itous,  and  was  originally  densely 
woo(le(l,  \N  jiile  the  want  of  road  metal,  and  of  better  means 
of  eoininuiiieation,  retards  developement.  Most  of  thf 
harbours  and  si»a  iidets  abound  with  lish,  and  cattle  and 
sh(»ep  do  well  in  Narious  places.  The  lirst  settlers  hiwi, 
lioweNcr,  dilliculties  to  contend  with  that  thos(»  wdio  took 
up  land  ill  the  Canterbury  and  Otago  Plains  knew  nothing 
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of.  Tlieirs  wus  literally  *•  tlitj  luioic  work  ot'eoloiiisulioii/' 
III  not  a  few  settlements  where  sinilini^  farms  iiow^  deli'^ht 
the  eye,  tlie  first  cumei-s  had  literally  to  how  their  way 
with  the  axe,  and  to  carry  all  their  provisions  on  their 
bjicks.  They  are,  however,  a  frank,  iianly  people,  and  not 
a  few  of  them  are  culturtjd  and  refined.  There  are,  on 
this  Peninsula,  five  circiiils  and  four  Home  Mission 
stations,  in  the  historv  of  which  there  is  mu«h  of  interest. 


MAHURANGI  CIRCUIT 

is  one  of    those    lai)orious    and    widely  scattere<l    fields    of 
labour,  whi<-li  undulv  Ifix  tlie  simi^'lli  of  a  siunle  minister, 

ami      where,     by 


Ki'xoTixr  Cmiklm. 


some  re  airani^e- 
ment,  there ou^ht 
to  be,  at  the 
e.ii  Ii<'st  possible 
p«Ti<»(I,  a  further 
aiji'iit  employed, 
ill  Older  that  the 
work  may  Ix'  dour 
more  etficiently, 
ami  the  miiiisteis 
preNciited  fi-om 
break  imj  down 
Ix'foic  tlieir  time. 
TheK*  aic  in  it 
three  churches 
.umI  tweUc  other 
preachiiiL,^  places. 
To  reach  these, 
particnlaily  in 
the  winter  time, 
in\ol\es  lon.i;  an<l 
fatii^uini^'  hoise- 
bai'k  rides.  Not- 
w  it  liNtandinicthis 
the  <'huich  has  a  i^ood  foothold,  and  I  L'T  meml)ers  are 
enrolled,  while  <)-">U  person^  attend  the  sei\  ices.  lli^dit 
local  preachi'rs  emulate  their  mini.>t"r  in  zeal  and  laboui-, 
and  three  class  leaders  disehari^'e  lh,Mr  <luti<'s.  Hut.  the 
fact  that  the  population  is  not  an  inei-easinij  one  is  shown 
by  the  returns  revealing  only  a  hundred  scholars  in  the 
three  Sunday-schools-  another  reason  for  more  pastoral 
oversight. 

Services  in  cor.nection  with  the  Church  were  commenced 
in  the  district  more  than  foity  years  since,  the  Kev.  d.  II. 
Fletcher  preaching  in  .Mr.  M.  Angove's  parlour  and  in 
Mr.  (jrini!uer's  house.  Wark worth,  the  hea<l«piarters  of 
the  circuit,  and  the  residence  (►f  (he  minister,  is  a  town>hi]» 
alx>ut  twenty  miles  north  of  Auckland,  having  coach  and 
steamlx>at  coiniection  therewith.  iKune  Valley  is  another 
small  centre  about  twt>  miles  away.  iJoth  these  aie 
2i<{ricultural  communities,  and  the  number  of  residents  is 
not  liirge.  In  l{^r)9,  the  late  IJev.  .1.  S.  Hudson,  who  had 
formerly  been  a  probationer  for  the  ministry,  arrived  in 
the  Colony  to  join  his  thr«*e  sons,  and  took  up  land  at 
Dome  Valley.  He  may  be  regarded  as  the  Feather  of 
Methodism  in  the  district,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  his 
porti'ait.  He  formed  tlu^  first  society  cla^s,  the  members 
of  which  were  John  Tret  ho  wen,  lsal)ella  Mc.VIpin,  Sarah 
Angove,  Emily  and  Jant^  Hudson,  and  John  Grimner. 
Hin  influence  in  the  neighbourhocMl  for  the  many  years  he 
resio'ed  there  wjw  highly  beneficial.     \  mwn  of  <ronsiderablc 


reading  and  mental  power,  an<l  exceedingly  courteous  ia 
maimer,  he  was  respected  by  all.  P\ir  about  twenty-li\e 
years  he  acted  iis  Home  Missionary  in  the  district, 
j)reaching  at  tlu?  various  places,  and  doing  diligently  the 
work  of  a  Christian  pjistor.  When  no  longer  able  to 
undertake  full  duty,  he  helped  his  successors  to  the  utmost 
of  his  j)owers,  and  preached  as  he  was  able.  The 
remembrance  of  a  visit  paid  to  him  when  he  was 
veneiable  for  age  and  his  praytMs  were  a  Ijenediction,  is 
still  cherished  by  the  writer.  At  the  ripe  old  age  of  8G, 
he  finally  "fell  asleep"  in  December,  1S97,  leaving 
behind  him  an  honoured  mime.  The  Uev.  W.  Cittos,  in 
his  *^x tensive  itineraticms,  also  visited  and  preached  in  the 
distiict  in  thosi^  early  days.  Through  his  exertions  and 
those  of  Mr.  Hudson,  the  first  church  was  built  and 
opened  on  Kaipara  Flats.  !Mr.  Angove  gave  the  land,  and 
Messrs.  Tretliowen  and  d.  H.  Hudson  voluntary  labour, 
so  the  cash  cost  was  small.  Timber  was  paid  for  by 
subscriptions  in  Auckland.  It  seated  about  sixty  pei-sons, 
and  was  opened  free  of  debt  by  the  Kev.  I.  Harding  on 
November  L*.")th,  l.^()t).  A  few  years  later  the  little 
building  at  Dtune  Valley  followed,  and  in  after  years 
becauh*  the  c!;urch  home  of  the  Phillipses,  Hudsons,  and 
IJoons.  It  wjLs  opened  on  December  2*2nd,  18<)7. 
Wark worth  e\entually  grew  into  a  township.  Near  it 
most  of  the  Meth<jdist  families  resided — the  Angoves, 
(I limners,  Snells,  Jordans,  and  others.  In  1S7()  the 
church  from  Kaipara  Flats  was  removed  thither  at  a  cost 
of  i'SO,  and  was  enlargetl  in  1SS2  by  adding  the  transept 
shown  in  the  illustration.  The  present  site  was  the  gift 
of  Mr.  John  Moore,  of  the  Creat  Barrier.  It  was  the 
first  church  built  in  the  township.  Though  far  from 
pretentious,  it  has  often  been  found  to  be  a  very  Bethel. 
hervic«'s  wen^  als«>  conducted  lower  down  the  Mahurangi 
lli\er  at  Mullet  Point — from  an  early  period,  and  are 
still  continued.  S(>lomon  Hemus,  a  cjuaint  Temperance 
lecturer.  resi<led  at  Mahurangi  for  some  time. 

Fort    .\lbeit    is   the  s(Hond   centre  of  tlu  circuit,  and   is 
e«jiial  in  importance  to  Warkworth  itself. 

Thirty  se\«*n  years  ago.  under  the  auspices  (►f  the 
Auckland  Fro\incial  (h)verninent,  what  was  called  the 
Nonc«mformist  Association  was  formed  to  start  a  new 
settlement  in  a 
tract  of  country 
to  the  mu'lh  of 
Auckland  stretch- 
ing acn>ss  from 
an  arm  of  tlu» 
Kaipara  waters  to 
tlu^  I'jast  Coast, 
and  runiung  a 
good  many  miles 
north.  In  honour 
of  the  l*rim-e 
Cons<Mt,  it  was 
called  Albertland. 
Most  of  the  s»'t- 
tleis  were  people 
ofsomeeducatitui : 
nearly  all  were 
decidedly  religi- 
ous, and  some 
were  highly  cul- 
tured. There  were 
several    Christian 
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tlieiii.  But  none  of  the  lan<l  wtxs  of  more  tlian  nuHiium 
(juality.  Some  of  it  was  very  poor  indeed.  Other  parts 
were  heavil}'  timbered.  The  immigrants,  though  not 
afraid  of  hanl  work,  were  not  accustomed  to  agriculture, 
and  some,  their  means  being  exhausted,  gave  up  their 
farms,  selling  them  to  tlieir  neighbours,  and  came  to 
Auckland.  Others  remained,  and  a  number  of  small 
st»ttlements  were  formed.  Wliat  was  intended  to  be  the 
principal  one  was  name^l  Port  All)ert.  But  comnmnicaticm 
was  ditlicult.  Such  produce  as  was  grown  could  not  be 
taken  to  market  except  at  prohibitive  rates,  and  for  some 
time  the  people  iiad  a  severe  struggh*  to  live.  There  were 
among  them  dtnout  and  earnest  persons,  and  Mr.  (dittos, 
who  in  those  days  was  almost  ubi<|uit()us,  visited  them  and 
initiated  services.  At  first,  and  for  many  yeais  after, 
these  were  lield  in  a  cottage,  a  view  of  whicli   is  presented. 


today  how  Mr.  (dittos  visited  them  the  Sunday  after  tluy 
arrived.  The  llev.  W.  Worker,  a  supernumerary  of  the 
Britisii  Cimference,  wiio  had  settled  on  a  farm  eight  Miilt»N 
away,  also  frecpiently  prt»ached  th(?re.  Some  years  Ut«*r 
Mr.  J.  M.  PVench,  of  Auckhmd,  went  to  reside  near  his 
broth(*r's  sawmills,  and  for  many  years  helped  as  a  local 
preacher,  as  did  also  Mr.  Neal.  The  Beecrcifts  and  othci-s 
were  among  the  early  worshippers,  and  all  these  families 
are  still  represented  there.  Whem  in  1SS5  Mahurangi  was 
constituted  a  Circuit,  Port  Albert  was  also  placed  under 
the  minister's  charge.  But  it  is  twenty-four  miles  from 
his  residence.  The  country  is  rugged  and  brokt'n  :  n»ads 
bad,  and  driving  in  winter  impossible,  so  the  congregation 
has  always  depended  largely  for  pulpit  supply  on  the  local 
pH'achers.  In  Albertlaiid  ]>ropcr  services  are  also  lield  at 
Whaiehine,  Wellsford,  and  Wavbv.      Between  Warkw.irth 


KrAOTL'Ni:  CiUKcii  On  ick  ufarkks. 


Thither  the  faithful  few  journeyed  on  the  Lord's  Day,  an<l 
after  public  worship,  ate  their  frugal  lunch,  whi<h  they 
had  carried  with  them,  and  then  held  Sunday-scho(>l. 
Sometimes  the  order  was  reversed  :  school  was  Hrst,  and 
worship  followed.  After  a  time  their  circumstances 
improved,  and  th<^  church  was  erected  about  iSSf),  at 
a  cost  of  £100.  To  Mr.  John  Shej)herd,  who  aftei"  a 
residence  there  of  thirty-six  years  has  just  renioved  to 
Auckland,  the  cause  is  mueh  indebted  for  the  faithful  way 
in  which  lie  sto(»d  by  and  helped  the  congregation  during 
the  whole  of  that  lengthened  period,  lie  had  U-en  a  Tree 
MelluMJist  in  his  native  county  of  Lincolnshire,  but  none 
could  have  helped  more  heartily  than  he.  Mr.  J.  Legge 
and  his  wife  also  arrived  from  Oxfordshin*  at  the  same 
tjmo,     Mr.   Ije^ge  is  a  local    preacher,  and   tells   gladly 


and  port  Albert,  legular  niinist I'alioris  are  also  given  to 
th(^  bush  seltleis  in  l*akiri,  Matakana,  Big  Onjaha,  Little 
Omaha,  and  Ahuroa.  Kaipara  Flats,  Dacre's  Claim,  and 
the  Sandspit  are  also  vi^ilcfl.  A^,  hoWi»ver,  there  are  but 
six  local  pri'achers,  it  is  <»b\i(»us  that  services  can  only  be 
held  at  long  intervals.  They  ar«'  at  all  <lislances,  froui  ^ix 
miles  up  to  eight -and-tweniy.  in  I  SIM,  during  the 
sui)erintendence  of  the  K<'\ .  J.  Law,  a  comfortable 
residence  was  purchased  for  the  minister,  with  about  four 
acres  t)f  ;.cr<>un<l  attached.  As  about  one-half  is  planted  as 
an  f»rchard,  the  minist.r  there  literally  '^sits  under  his 
own  vine  and  lig  tre<\''  and  the  careful  and  thrifty 
housewife  dri<'s  heiown  apj:)les  after  the  American  fashitm. 
The  resident  p(»pulation  has  not  increased  to  any 
appreciable  extent  for   twenty  years.     But    the   land    is 
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:iily  Ix'iii;;  hrokt'ii  up,  ami  cfiuent  ami  Iiiiie-burniii«jf 
have  l>eeii  started,  «o  that  pmi^ivss  may  ho 
ah],  Mrantinir,  the  Siiells,  t'haj«lins,  PhiUips,  and 
ns  stand  hy  and  help  th(^  Church  to  tin*  utmost  of 
piwei's. 

'  Kev.  (Icori^e  Frost  is  at  present  in  clmrgo  of  tlie 
r.  H(?  cainr  from  Kn:j;land  to  New  Zealand  afier 
in^  a  few  years  in  Victoria,  where  lie  l>e'^an  to 
1,  and  was  employed  as  a  H«»me  -Missionary.  His 
enee  as  a  prn!)at inner  was  trained  in  the  agricultural 
•t  <»f  I^eeston,  on   the  coallieMs  near  Westi?ort,  in  th(» 


iieaily  sixty  years  ago — and  after  spending  a  year  and 
a-half  as  Home  M  issionary  and  supply,  was  appointed  to  a 
circuit  by  tlu^  !»rltish  Conference  of  1S4'J.  He  has  some 
stirring  stories  to  tell  of  the  years  of  his  early  ministry. 
In  one  of  hiscinuit^s  lie  found  liimself  in  the  niid^t  of  the 
Chartist  agitation.  Dense  ciowds  thronged  the  streets, 
and  being  harangued  by  O'Neil  and  othei's,  became  so 
excited  that  it  was  dangerous  for  a  vespectably-drossed 
person  to  go  <lown  the  streets.  In  the  St.  Aust<?ll  Circuit, 
in  Cornwall,  he  saw  a  widespread  revival,  tln*ee  hundred 
members  being    juhled    to    the    roll   during    the  terms  of 


niMi    Ct»KFKK   P\r.\<K. — .1  /•/■I'./c/u//;/  Slut.'nn  in  tin-  i'lHifiiiamit'l  i'iiC'nt. 


ng  town  of  Hastings,  and  among  the  gold  miners  of 
iiandel.  Strong  ami  a«;ti\e,  eager  to  extend  tlie 
*sts  of  tile  Church,  a  thoughtful  readei*  and  an 
igent  preachei*,  with  -ome  aptitude  ft>r  <»rganising.  he 
I  wide  sjihere  for  developing  further  p(»wers  and 
g  his  gifts. 

Wellsfonl,  in  Alberthind,  there  resides  the  \'enerable 
(everend  William  Worker,  the  senior  minister  of  the 
•h  in  tliis  colony.  Now  over  foui*  score  yeai^  »)f  nge^ 
IS  until  1S1»:?  as  erect  as  a  young  man  of  thiity.  He 
lenced  work  as  a  local  picacher  as  far  back  as  IJ^IO — 


himself  and  colleague,  while  the  St.  Austell  Church, 
seating  170(>  peo])le,  was  always  full  to  o\eitlowing.  At 
Ka\ersliam,  in  Kent,  though  he  found  an  old  bii-jk  chur<h 
heavily  laden  with  dvbt,  he  saw  a  handsome  (Jot hie  one 
erected  in  its  place  without  any  inciea^ie  of  liability.  Jn 
theNoif<»lk  district  he  had  to  pass  througii  the  i»ainful 
scenes  of  the  1^'form  movement,  wIk'ii  coiigregati<»ns  were 
depleted  and  members  scattered,  in  one  church  only 
twelve  persons  remained.  He  and  his  colleagut*  luwl  to 
institute  a  suit  in  Chancery  to  retain  the  Trust  i^vcvx^xt^ 
fur  the.  Co\\ue\\vm,     X\.  v>\v^  \A\\\vt  vXw'^  ^5;vi\^i^^Jc^>^ss.\\\^"Cs^R. 
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streets  and  obliged  to  seek  police  protection.  After  twenty 
yeai-s'  service,  Mr.  Worker's  health  failed,  and  he  came  out 
with  his  family  to  Albertland.     Ther(>  for  fourteen  years 


Taikanga  CHrR(  11. 


he  worked  his  fariii  on  wcvk  days,  and  on  Siuidays 
preached  tin-ou<Jchout  what  are  now  the  Pap.ima  and 
Mahurangi  Circuits    when   the  creeks  were   iinl)i  idi^cd  and 


no  roads  formed.  He  then  entered  tlio  Itinerant  ranks 
again,  and  for  nine  years  served  in  the  Christchurch, 
Leeston,  Rangitikei,  and  Sandon  Circuits.  After  this  his 
heal  til  again  broke 
down  and  com- 
pel  led  him  to  per- 
manently retire. 
Now  unable  to 
preach,  he  is  still 
deeply  in  terested  in 
the  welfare  of  the 
Church  militant, 
while  he  calmly 
waits  the  summtms 
to  the  Church 
triumphant. 


WHANGAREI 
CIRCUIT 

has  a  ircord  that 
go«'s  hack  almost 
as  far  as  Mahu- 
rangi.  During  the 
residence  of  the 
\\r\.  I.  Harding  in 
Auckland,  it  was 
occasiojiallv    \  isitcd 
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)\'  tiie  circuit  ministers  and  the 
j)hu(' apix'arcd  in  the  "  i>lan."  The  fiist  church  in 
tlu*  distiict  was  erected  at  Mangapai  in  1H<)L>, 
cosiiiio  £'1-JH,  where  Mr.  Iv  Carter  and  his 
ianiily,  Mr.  W.  Ormiston,  Mr.  M.  Kountree, 
and  Mr.  dunson  had  taken  up  lan<l.  It  was  opennl 
by  Mr.  .1.  Waricn.  Mr.  Carter  was  an  earnest  and 
consistent  inend)cr  of  the  Church,  and  his  family  of 
growing  sons  an<l  daughters  constituted  a  large  part 
«»t"  the  congregation.  Up  to  the  date  of  Mr.  Carter's 
death,  some  twenty-H\(' years  later,  they  were  earnest 
su J  pollers.  Mr.  W.  Ormiston  was  etpially  earnest, 
an<i  in  the  cai  ly  days  did  nuich  to  gain  Methodism  a 
tiM»ting  in  liie  district.  Eventually,  he  removed  to 
Auckland  to  rarry  on  his  business,  and  died  there  in 
iHTl.  His  family  are  now  members  of  the  (Jrafton 
Uoad  Church.  Mr.  Uunson,  local  preacher,  though 
living  further  away,  aided  the  above,  and  for  many 
yeais  after  there  was  an  excellent  attendance  of 
dcNout  persons  at  the  services,  and  the  tone  of  the 
congregation  was  hearty  and  refreshing.  We  regret 
to  heai'  that,  thiough  the  decline  of  population, 
services  are  only  held  there  occasionally. 

Whan^arei  Church. 

About  ISGI  .Mr.  AVm.  Hurton,  now  a  local  preachei 
in  tlu'Crafton  Koad  Circuit,  Auckland,  was  appointetl 
Home  Missionaiy  for  the  district,  which  extended  at 
the  outset  from  North  Shon*  to  Wade.  In  lKr).S  he 
was  relie\e<i  from  the  suuhern  portion,  and  in  and 
aroun<l  Whangarei  rendered  faithful  service  for 
ab<»ut  three  years  more.  Horn  near  Durham  city, 
he  had  all  the  Hre  and  energy  of  his  native  county. 
His  appointment  there  led  his  mother— the  late  Mrs. 
Ihnton.  with  a giownu]) family  of  scmsand  daughters 
who  were  younger— to  take  up  her  residein-e  in  the 
n<'ighbourhood.  They  purchased  land  in  a  narrow 
valley  kncwn  as   Waikaraka,  which   w;vs  the  family 
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)ii»nu»  for  some  yeai-s.  All  of  them  were  loyal  and  devoted 
inemlx'rs  of  the  Cluireh,  and  did  their  utmost  to  promote 
its  interests.  Whanj^arei  itself  was  tlu*n  a  very  small 
townsliip.      !>ut  it  was  very  pleasantly  situated,   and  fnun 


Wakkwoktm  Cm  Krii. 

the  suitability  of  the  land  arouTid  for^tViiit  ^i-nwinir^  \i  ^v;is 

<»xp*'cted    to   make   vrry  rapid   pnn^'irss.      Mr.  Dent,  senr., 

was    one     of     the     oldest     s<*ttl»*rs    ilier**,     and     was    also 

an  eann.'st   Metho<livit.       Mr.  .1.    lMiillij»s  (now  of   Pa<Toa) 

and      Mr.      Edward      ITohhs      (at       jirescnt     icsidini^'      in 

Hamilton)  had    recently  l)(\irun   husincss   in   the  township. 

These,    with    ^Fr.    Hawken's    family,    aii<l    a   few    others, 

formed    tln'    nueleus     of    a     roiiifici^ation,    and    a    chinch 

l>e«ram<'  ruH-essaiy.      ^Ii*.  Dent   *Xii\r  a  site  for  the  purpose, 

and  the  lirst  portion  of  the  huildiniu'  >>till  used  was  erected. 

Its  opening  was  made  thecjccasicm  of  a  i^nat  demonstration. 

The  writer,  in  company  with    the  Kev.  J.   S.    Hish worth, 

rode  overland  from  Auckland    to   take  pait  thei-ein.      Tli(» 

jt»urney    w;is    loncj     and    toilsome,    tln'    tracks     suinetinies 

ditiicult    to  Hnd,  and    stoppinu^-pku-es  for  refr.'sjiinent    not 

numerous.      However,  it  was   the    heii^dit    of   summer.      At 

the     deserted      Maoi'i     viHai^es      hiscious      jx'aclies      Iuidi; 

temptin^dy  on   the  hrancli«*s,   and    tln'   hospitality   of    th.' 

S(»ttlers     was     profuse.       After     <*allinir     at      the     \Va<l«\ 

Mahurafi«ii,  Pakiri,  Waipu,  an<l    Mani^apai,  the  expe(liii<»n 

was  successfully  ai'compIishtMJ,  and   the  tirst  seini<»n   in  the 

new    church    preached     <.'n     Fehruary     lih,    ls»)»;.     Thi-ee 

days   later  a  very  successful   tea 

meetint;     was    held,    when    the 

Kev.  T.  Buddie  (who  had  come 

up  by  boat),  ^Messrs.  Hish worth, 

Ihiiton,    and    Morlcy   were    the 

principal    speakers.     That    year 

the  Kev.  .J.Smith  w.ts  appointed 

to  the  circuit.      H(^  was  exci'e<l 

in^fly    dili<^ent,     and     conducted 

services  in   Maori   and    Enulish. 

Th(»  congre^^at ion  steadily  ;^rew, 

anfl     other    preaching    stations 

were   opened.     At    the    end    of 

his    tln'ee   years'    term     it    was 

found  impracticable   to  appoint 

a  ministerial  successor,  and  ft)i" 

ten  yeai-8  it  was  served  by  Home 

Missionaries.     Not  uiifretiuenlly 

they  were  without  a  supply  for 

months,     and     this,      with      the         Skkh  n  (H- Pukt  .\ij5ki:t  Oin  i:«  n 


freijuent  ("hange  of  agents,  militated  against  success.     Tn 

l>^7i>    the    Kev.  C    Abernethy  took  up    the  work,    since 

which  it  lias   been  rt'gularly  supplied.     The  township  hiis 

not  fuHilled  the  pronn'se  of  its  early  days  as  to  growth,  but 

its    SOU    iidmbit- 

ants   are    content 

and      prosperous. 

Some  yc'ars  since, 

a      railway      was 

o])ened       from 

Whangarei      to 

Kanu»,       where 

coalmines       were 

being         worked. 

Afterwards  it  wjus 

extende<l  to  Hiku- 

rangi,  where   still 

more       abundant 

deposits     (►f     the 

'"black  diamonds" 

were     discovered. 

It     now    goes    as 

far    as    AVaioto    - 

'JO  mill's  from  the 

terminus     and   is 

to       be       carri<Nl 

through     t«»      the 


Kay    ot     Islands. 
<«rape  -  gr«»wing, 

forineily  so  successful,  has  decliiUMi,  but  a  large  orangery  ot 
many  acies  in  extent,  with  its  Hourishing  trees  and  golden 
fiiiit.  attests  (he  fertility  of  the  soil  and  the  geniality  of  the 
climate.  The  Church  hasshare<l  in  the  advancement,  and  in 
lss:5  was  ((.nsiderably  imi)roved  in  a])]>earance  and  enlarged 
to  <Iouble  its  former  size  at  a  cost  of  i.'2'20.  The  reopening 
sermons  weiv  preached  by  the  Kev.  A.  Keid,  in  June  of 
that  year,  his  visit  ])eing  highly  appreciated.  In  the  same 
year,  a  couifortable  Parsonage  of  six  rooms  was  purchased, 
at  a  (■(»st  (»f  H'MH).  Kecenily,  one-half  of  th(^  Trust  debt  on 
the  church  has  been  paid,  and  the  balance  lent  by  tlie 
IhiildiiiL,'  and  Loan  Kund.  An  efh)rt  is  in  progress  to  deal 
with  the  parsonage  liability  in  the  same  way.  When 
th  -se  burdens  are  removcfj,  Whangarei  will  be  an  attractive 
«()untrv  circuit.  Most  of  the  (uiginal  members  have 
]»assed  away,  but  a  y.)Uiigcr  genei-ation  cai'ries  on  the 
work. 
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Country  Churches  and  Preaching- places. 

Daring  die  first  years  of  Mr.  SmiUrs  appointment^  the 
third  church  in  the  circuit  was  built  at  Ruatangata, 
ten    miles  distant.     It    was  then  a  bush   district,    but 


0BTONPOBT  ChUBCH. 

Mr.  T.  Burton,  Mr.  Street,  and  others,  had  settled  there, 
and  a  plain  building  was  put  up  in  which  worship  was 
r^ularly  conducted  for  over  twenty  ycai-s.  About  ten  yeai*s 
since  it  was  accidentally  burned,  and  service  is  now  con- 
ducted in  the  schoolroom,  while  the  site  is  still  held.  During 
the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  L.  Hudson,  the  Kaino  coal-mines, 
four  miles  away,  were  much  in  evidence.  Populaticm  was 
attracted  thither,  and  a  flourishiii'^  township  sprun<^  up. 
Messrs.  Scott,  Walton,  and  othei-s,  interested  themselves; 
a  site  was  procured,  and  a  neat  and  comfortable  church, 
seated  for  180  pei-sons,  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  £4U0.  It 
was  dedicated  to  the  service  of  Gtxi  by  the  present  writer 
on  December  4th,  1881,  amid  great  rejoicings.  Some 
twenty  years  since  Mr.  J.  Carter,  an  Enj?lish  local 
preacher,  who  ha<]  lived  for  fifteen  years  in  Auckland,  took 
up  land  for  his  growing  family  at  Hikurangi.  The  move 
was  one  which  proved  of  great  advantage  to  them.  A 
valuable  coal  seam  was  found  on  the  property.  This 
necessitated  a  township  being  laid  out.  Four  3'oars  ago 
the  Messrs.  Carter  presented  a  site,  and  a  comfortable 
church  was  erected,  free  of  debt,  at  a  cost  of  £1 80.  Several 
of  Mr.  Carter's  sons  are  Trustees  of  the  church,  and  all  are 
members  and  workers  there.  Services  are  also  conducted 
at  Mauna,  four  miles  away,  Ngararatanua  five  miles, 
Maungatapei-e  ten,  and  Maungakaramea  sixteen  miles 
it — all  of  which  are  centres  of  farming  districts, 
for  churches  are  also  held  at  Tamaterau  and 
stown  townships.  There  are  now  returned  in  the 
circuit  81  church  members,  with  610  attendants  on  public 
worship,  and  95  Sunday  scholars.  As  there  are  only  five 
local  preachers,  the  services  in  many  of  the  places 
cannot  be  held  so  frequently  as  is  desirable.  Tho 
Rev.  B.  F.  Rothwell,  the  minister,  is  a  native  of  County 
Wexford,  Ireland,  but  came  to  the  Colon}'  as  a  boy,  and 
was  brought  up  in  the  Waikato.  Converted  under  the 
ministry  of  the  He  v.  H.  Bull,  he  was  recommended  for  the 
winistry  by  the  HAinilton  Qaartevly  3feeting.  After  his 
atmhat  term  at  Three  KiDg%  be  was  sent  to  supply  the 


Temuka  Circuit  on  the  death  of  the  Rev.  P.  Wilh,ii 
1884,  and  while  labouring  there  saw  quite  a  revinL 
After  that  he  spent  eight  years  in  Otago  Circuits,  wbeok 
volunteered  for  the  Maori  Mission  at  Hokianga.  Tint 
appointment,  for  financial  reasons,  was  diacondnned  afk«r 
his  first  year,  and  he  was  removed  to  Paparoa^  and  thoiee 
to  his  present  sphere.  He  has  all  Uie  fluency  d  bii 
nationality,  a  pleasing  address,  and  is  an  impassioned  and 
emotional  preacher.  Mrs.  Rothwell  is  also  duly  recognised 
as  a  local  preacher  of  the  Church,  and  aids  her  husbuid  in 
the  pulpit  work  as  well  as  in  visitation. 


PAPAROA    CIRCUIT. 

The  Rev.  John  J.  Pendray,  now  in  the  third  year  of  hU 
appointment  as  Superintendent  of  the  Paparoa  Circuit,  is 
a  minister  of  standing  and  experience,  A  Cornishnian  by 
birth,  he  was  brought  up  in  the  village  of  Kelheihuid,  n«ur 
Camborne.  His  ambition  as  a  youth  was  to  beconne  a 
mine  manager,  and  he  devote<l  some  considerable  time  and 
stuciy  to  fitting  himself  for  that  position.  While  somewhat 
wild  and  wayward  as  a  boy,  deep  religious  impressions 
were  made  upon  him  by  the  Scripture  reading,  prayer,  and 
addresses  of  the  master  of  the  da3'-schoo1.  Under  the 
influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God  these  deepened,  and  when 
seventeen  years  of  age,  he  decided  for  Christ  in  his  own 
home.  The  same  evening  he  publicly  announced  hit 
detenninatioii.  At  once  he  commenced  to  take  part  in 
class  and  piayor  meetings,  and  two  yeai-s  after  began  to 
preach.  His  part^nts  were  membei*s  of  the  United 
Methodist  Free  Church.  He  naturally  joined  the  same^ 
and  ill  tlie  liedruth  and  Camborne  Circuits  exercised  hii 
gifts,  })reaching  also  occasionally  in  Penzance  and  St.  Just 
Tlie  churches  were  larg<\  and  his  work  and  zeal  were  so 
appreciated,  that  he  was  called  to  the  ministry.  Offering 
liiinself  for  New  Zealand,  lie  arrived  here  in  1870,  and 
after  two  years  spent  in  th(»  Christchurch  (Fi-eo  Methodiat) 
Circuit  as  the  coll(»agu(»  of  the  Rev.  M.  Baxter,  was  sent 
to  form  a  church  in  Heefton.  There  was  then  a  gr^ 
rush  of  miners  tluTe,  but  their  first  efforts  did  not  answer 
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expectations,  and  a  d(»preHsioii  ensued.  lloa<Is  won*  but  a 
name,  rivoi-s  were  unbridged,  and  vvitb  oats  at  13s.  per 
bushel  and  r)ther  tliin;»s  in  proportion,  he  found  it  difficult 
t<)  keep  himself  and  his  horse.  **  He  endured  liarchiess," 
however,   and  having  seen  churclu^s  enHrted   at    Reef  ion. 


l^lack's  P»)irit,  jind  Nel.s(»ri  (.'rcrk,  left  hi'liiinl  Iiiiii  an 
or.i^ani^ed  c-iifuit.  Uetarniiii^'  to  Cantin-hui  v,  lie  spent 
six  years  in  Oxford  and  Malvern,  \vh«>re  liis  lahours  \v«'r<' 
owned  of  (n)d  in  the  conv^Msion.  of  many.  Fo;ir  years 
were  tlien  spent  in  We.stport  and  Charleston,  at  that 
time  i^i'eat  mining  centres.  After  that  eaine  t\v<»  years  in 
Wellington.  \vh<*re  lie  had  his  i^'realest  spjiii  naj  suiH'<'sses. 
Six  yt'ar'i  further  were  then  i^nven  to  Oxfoid,  partly  in 
retiremrnt,  hut  Un-  a  time  having  charge  of  the  chiirehes 
also.  During  tin*  latter  poi-tion  of  this  ])eriod,  he  mad«'  m 
evangelistic  tour  through  tin*  South  Island,  i*ondu<-ting 
^lissions  in  nee<ly  places  and  small  centres.  After  this,  he 
hail  a  four  years'  appointment  at  Waipawa,  hut  as  there 
were  few  lielpers,  and  many  members:  had  iem«>ved  to 
Wo(Klville,  it  was  hard  work,  .loininjx  the  Wesleyan 
Church  at  the  union  in  IS1M»,  he  was  the  year  following 
appointed  to  Paparoa.  Though  well  a<lvanced  towards 
middle  life,  Mr.  Pendray  is  strong  an<l  active,  a  warm- 
hearted preacher,  and  always  ready  to  enter  aiiv  new 
openings.  His  energy,  conunon-scMise  and  faithful 
iliscourses  cannot  but  be  productive  of  good.  It  may  b(^ 
expeetcMl  that  many  years  of  steady  work  will  still  be 
j^iven  by  him  to  the  Church. 


Small  Be^inninsfs  and  Devoted  Workers. 

Tlie  early  history  of  the  Church  in  Paparoa  furnishes  an 
excfllent  illustration  of  the  way  in  which  Methodism  has 
l)een  planted  and  extendcnl  by  its  lay  members.  Paparoa 
was  ono  of  the  settlements  formed  in  connection  with  the 
Nonconformist  Association  in  IH()2.  It  is  nearly  a 
hundred  miles  away  from  Auckland,  situated  on  an  inlet 
of  the  Kaipara,  and  in  those  days  com//junication  was 
flitUcuJt   nnJ   uncf^rtnin.     A    cutt.T    }^<nu*f    /it     uncertain 


intervals  from  Onehunga  or  Helens ville  was  the  asuul 
means  of  transit.  When  the}'  arrivetl  at  their  destination, 
as  one  of  the  pioneers  has  recently  testified,  they  found 
th(Mnselves  in  the  bush  ;  trees  everywhere  ;  scarcely  space 
to  pitch  a  tent  even  :  survej'or's  chain- tracks  their  only 
roads.  They  were  an  heroic  band,  but  to  take  their  wives 
and  children  to  settle  down  in  such  a  district  required 
considerable  courage.  A  few  gave  it  up,  but  the  greater 
number  stuck  manfully  to  their  task,  and  to-day  their 
familie-s  have  their  reward.  There  were  earnest  Church 
membei*s  among  the  first  arrivals,  notably  Messrs.  0.  ClifF, 
senr.,  and  T.  VV.  Wilson.  They  resolved  that,  though 
they  had  no  minister  and  no  clmrch,  they  would  meet  for 
worship  every  Lord's  Day.  This  they  did,  and  after 
singing,  rearling,  and  prayer,  a  sermon  was  read,  usually 
by  Mr.  T.  W.  Wilson.  Mr.  dittos  so(m  found  his  way 
thithcM*  from  Oruawharo  ;  himself  conducted  service,  an<l 
encouraged  them  in  their  laudabh*  efforts.  Go<l  gave  His 
blessing.  Mr.  C.  Hames  came  there  presently  to  settle. 
He  also  had  been  a  school masttM",  and  was  an  accredited 
local  pi'eacher.  He  helped  to  the  utniost  of  his  power, 
and  though  now  past  his  three-sirore  years  and  U*n,  st^me 
deaf  and  nearly  blind,  he  still  preaches  occasit)nally.  For 
a  considerable  time  Messrs.  Hames  and  Wilson  took  the 
preaching  siMvices  alternately,  th(»  latter  having  been  in 
du(»  course  recognised  as  a  local  preacher.  They  were 
joincMl  eventually  by  Mr.  .1.  Hedfern,  a  faithful,  meek,  and 
h>vabl(»  man,  who,  as  local  preacl»er  for  a  time,  and  then 
for  some  years  as  Home  Missionary,  aided  in  building-up 
the  infant  cause.  We  are  glad  to  publish  j)hotos  of  tlie.so 
brave  workers  of  the  olden  time. 

The  first  chuich  erect(»d,  of  which  we  are  able  to  give  an 
illlustration,  repicsented  great  self-sacrifice.  The  site  was 
uiven  by  Mi'.  Hook,  a  member  of  the  IJaptist  Church. 
The  timber  was  sa^vn  by  th(*  members  themselves,  b}'  hand 
in  the  bush,  the  shingles  split,  and  iImmi  carted  or  sledged 
to  the  site.  This  had  needed  a  good  deal  of  levelling,  and 
this  and  the  actual  work  of  building  was  done  by  members 
of  the  Church  gratuitously,  tlu?  ^'ost  of  windows,  nails,  itc, 
beini;  defiaye<l   by   subscriptions  from    Auckland.     Great 
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gladness  when  the  church  was  opened  for  worship, 
T.  Wilson  states :  "  Though  it  wiis  draughty  and 
tetl,  tliat  little  l>ethel  for  some  years  sheltered 
congregati«)ns,  and  saw  g<K»(l  impressions  deepened 
g  minds  and  hearts."  Fortunat(*ly,  these 
»ns  were  deepened  hy  the  consistent  li\es  of  the 
)f  the  settlement.  ]Mr.  Wilson,  for  nearly  a 
n,    had    charge    of    the    Public    Scht)ol,    and  his 

was  intellectually  stimulating  and  morally 
.  He  and  Messi-s.  Hanies,  Cliff  (father  and  son), 
H:»dfern,  and  Trounson  wore  c^vtjr  retwly  for  any 
k.     The  young  p(M>ple  imbibed   their  sentiments, 

township  is  remarkable  for  the  sobriety, 
ce,  and  religious  habits  of  the  r(»sidents. 


Further    Developement. 

t)3,    the     Kcv.    John    Smith    was     aj»pointed     as 
>s's  colleague  in  tlic  K.iip.ira  Circuit,  to  aid  in  the 


t;3, 

^V .        "  .       -    . 

(ission,  an<l  t«>  give  sjiecial  attention  ^o  llu» 
I  settlements,  lint  owing  to  the  dirticulties  of 
;  a  market  fi»r  iheir  j»ro(hh-c,  ;in<l  the  great  outlay 
in  settling  on  bush  land,  financial  support  was  nn 


tJARKI    CHIR<  M. 

Ing,  and  after  two  years,  the*  second  minister  was 
II.  For  a  ct)nsiderabl(?  period  afterwards,  the 
ichers  were  aid(;d  and  encouraged  by  occasional 
un  the  Kevs.  W.  dittos  and  W.  Worker.  As 
attention  was  needed,  and  other  places  reijuired 
,  an  arrangement  was  sanctioned  by  wliich  a 
pend  was  for  some  years  given  to  Mr.  Uedfern, 
!  hnnself  up  to  the  work  of  a  Home  Missionary, 
relied  through  the  district  holding  services, 
e  the  original  crhurch  had  become  too  small  for 
ihippers.  Their  own  dwellings  had  improved, 
.ther-board  house  having  taken  the  place 
tent  or  the  rauf>o  whare.  They  resolved, 
,  to  build  a  n<'w  and  more  commodious 
{,  Plans  wer(?  prepared,  consultations  held, 
ions  gathered  from  far  and  near,  and  in 
present  comfortable  building  was  completed.  It 
},  and  is  a  moiniment  to  the  zeal  and  devotion  of 
le.  In  response  to  a  strong  recjuest  from  tlie 
le  Rev.  T.  0.  I^rooke  was  appoint(?d  as  minister 
since  which,  first  under  the  name  of  Kaipara,  and 
Is  taking  its  name  from  the  township,  Paparoa 


has  been  the  head  of  a  circuit.  A  married  minister  having 
been  appointed,  in  duc!  coui-se,  the  providing  of  a  Pai-sonage 
next  claimed  the  attention  of  the  members.  During  the 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  C.  Abernetliy,  this  was  successfully 
ticcomplished,  and  the  pleasant  cottage-home  of  seven 
rooms  built  in 
1884.  It  cost 
£400,  and  £200 
of  this  was  loaned 
hy  the  Building 
Pund  frc^e  of  in- 
terest for  se\'en 
years.  But  such 
was  the  liberality 
of  the  members 
that  two  years 
later,  by  further 
e  on  t  ribut  ions, 
.t'llo  was  paid, 
and  the  balance 
met  by  special  con- 
tributions at  the 
Chuich  .lubilee. 
There  is  a  glebe 
of  a  f«nv  acres  at- 
tjiehed  to  thePar- 

sonag«\    and     tin*         i 

whnie  property  is  y„,     ^^^^,.     ^[^, 

free*  from  di-bt.  MAX(i.\i'Ai. 


L 
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Circuit  Extension. 

I>v  the  year  ISS.")  the  settlers  were  gt>ing  further  afield. 
Some  of  theii-  sons  had  settleil  on  land  at  a  distance,  and 
niari'ving,  had  founded  homes  of  theii-  own.  In  that  year 
it  liceaine  ne<-es.sary  to  <'rei-t  a  small  church  at  Paparoa 
Homestead,  an<l.  at  a  cost  of  about  .£1*20,  this  was 
successfully  curried  ou^  the  site  being gi\<Mi  by  Mr.  Goodall. 
Three  years  later  a  similar  building — that  is  one  to  seat 
about  eii^hty  p<Msons  -was  put  up  at  Maren^tu.  Both 
these  undeiiakings  weie  aided  by  the  I^oan  Fund,  but  the 
in<lebte(ln«'ss  has  long  siiu*e  been  discharged.  Waikie^kie, 
about  IT)  miles  away,  was  fornuM'Iy  worked  by  the 
Whangarei  C'in-uit,  but  transferred  to  Paparoa  about  three 
years  sinc<\  Last 
vear,  on  a  site  given 
by  Mr.  .1.  r.abe,  a 
church  to  accoin- 
UKKlate  a  hundn^d 
perst»ns  was  built 
ther<'  at  an  outlav  of 
£lL»0,  free  from  debt. 
Services  are  also 
conducted  in  j)ublic 
halls  or  school nM>ms 
at  Matakohe,  Pahi, 
and  elsewhen^  there 
Ix^ng  seven  othtjr 
preaching  i>laces. 
Seven  local  preachers 
aid  the  minister  in 
his  work,  and  there 
are  three  class 
leadei*s,  while  thir- 
teen Sunday  -  school 
teachei's  have  86 
scholars  uudev  l\\e\t 
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care.  There  are  114  Church  membei's,  and  530  attendants 
on  public  worship.  Paparoa  itself  has  a  population  of 
about  500  pei*sons.  All  the  other  centres  are  smaller. 
During  thirty  years  there  has,  of  course,  been  considerable 
arlvanccment,  and  many  comfortable  homes  are  now  to  be 

found.  But  to 
quote  again  from 
Mr.  Wilson's  re- 
port: "It  is  by 
.  no  means  a  nar- 
row circuit.  It 
is  a  day's  journey 
across  it  in  the 
winter  when  the 
roads  are  bad. 
Snow  is  unknown 
there,  and  the 
frosts  are  light ; 
hut  the  clouds 
give  riin  un- 
grudgingly. A 
very  small  part 
of  the  road  is 
HietJiiled  ;  deep 
mud  is  the  rule 
in  winter  time 
Rkv.  B.  F.  Rotmwkll,  Wha\(;arki.  from      place       to 

place."  Further 
growth  may  be  expected,  but  in  the  meantime  it  is 
obviously  necessary  that  the  minister  should  b(^  a  good 
horseman  and  not  afraid  of  tht*  w(»ather.  Such  a  man, 
surrounded  by  attached  people,  and  with  willing  helpers, 
will  always  find  there  a  pleasant  sphere. 


NORTHERN    WAIROA    CIRCUIT. 

The  Northern  Wairoa  is  one  of  the  most  noble  and  most 
navigable  (»f  New  Zealand  rivers.  8hips  of  consi<leral)le 
tonnage  enter  the  Kaipara  Heads,  and,  proceeding  up  the 
estuary,  ascend  the  river  to  Te  Kopuiu, 
Aratapu,  and  Mangawhare,  and  th(M-e  load 
cargoes  of  timber  for  the  Australian  Colonies 
and  elsewhere.  The  waters  of  the  river 
are  usually  muddy,  the  current  is  strong, 
and  in  past  years  many  fatal  accidents  have 
occurred.  Indeed,  to  pull  across  it  in  an 
open  boat  with  a  strong  wind  blowing,  and 
the  oarsman  comparatively  a  novice,  is,  as 
can  be  testified  from  personal  experience, 
rather  trying  to  the  nerves,  while  with  a 
sail,  an  upset  is  not  difficult ;  but  until  a  few 
years  past,  it  was  almost  the  only  highway 
between  the  settlements,  the  roads  (so-called) 
being  impassable.  On  the  western  side  of 
the  river,  there  is  a  considerable  stretch  of 
open  sheep  country,  and  a  large  area  of 
gum-digging  land.  On  the  other  bank, 
while  there  are  areas  of  open  country  now 
being  brought  intx)  cultivation  as  farms, 
immense  tracts  are  covered  by  a  dense  kauri 
forest — the  largest  and  most  valuable  in  the 
Colony.  The  timber  industry  is  the  leading 
trade,  and  at  half-a-dozen  centres,  sawmills, 
with  the  most  improved  machinery,  have 
heea  estahVished.     To  see    the    ease   with 


which  the  enormous  logs  are  lifted,  placed  in  position,  and 
sliced  up  into  studs  or  planks,  is  highly  interesting.  A  large, 
intelligent,  and  thriving  population  is  employed  at  these 
mills  on  the  river  itself,  and  its  tributaiy — the  Kaihu. 


First  Services. 

Here,  as  in  all  these  Northern  Circuits,  the  Kev.  W. 
Gittos  had  the  honour  of  being  the  pioneer.  Wairoa  was 
his  first  appointment  in  the  Mission,  and  while  specially 
ministering  to  the  Maoris,  he  did  not  overlook  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  settlers.  Those  were  then  but  few,  but  he 
baptized  their  children,  married  their  young  people,  burii^l 
the  dead,  and  held  services  when  possible.  Thus  he 
carried  on  the  work  Mr.  BuUer  had  begun  many  years 
before.  There  were  a  few  Wesleyan  families — the 
Marriners,  Wilsons,  Scotts,  and  others— and  by  tliese  and 
the  newer  settlers  he  was  always  welcomed.  As  the 
timber  trade  developed,  European  settlements  IxKrame 
more  important.  At  Aratapu,  the  largest,  it  was  fortunate 
for  th(^  Church  that  Mr.  E.  C.  Carr,  the  resident  manager 
and  (>vers(>er  of  the  sawmills,  was  a  local  preacher.  An 
excellent  and  tluent  speaker,  and  a  diligent  Temj>eranoo 
worker,  he  at  once  connnenced  services,  and  organised  a 
l>jind  of  Hope.  Aided  by  a  wife  like-minded,  his  infiueiice 
through  the  whole  term  of  his  residence  there  was 
beneficial.  In  1877,  Mr.  J.  Osborne  was  put  in  charge  of 
the  district  as  Home  Missionary,  working  chiefly  under 
Mr.  (iittos's  superintendence.  During  his  rt^sidence  the 
chuich  at  Mangawhare,  40ft.  by  2r)ft.,  and  which  seats 
about  loO  peisons,  was  opened  in  IS79,  the  local 
contributions  towards  its  erection  being  supplemented  by 
a  loan  from  the  Auckland  District  .Jubilee  Fund.  It  is 
built  on  land  leased  from  Mr.  J.  L.  Campbell  at  a 
pepper<H)rn  rent  for  ninety-nine  years,  and  serves  for  the 
DargaviHe  township  as  well  as  Mangawhare. 


First  Paparoa  Church,  with  Vkstry  aodrd  scbskqdkntly. 
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Formation  and  Progress  of  the  Circuit* 

Osborne  Imving  retired  from  the  work  in  1879,  the 
Vesident  of  the  Conference  sent  the  Rev.  G.  W.  J. 
?,  a  young  minister  wlio  had  just  arrived  from 
d,     to    take    his    place    and    organise     a    Circuit. 


:0A  CiirRrn. — <>}ir,ir<l  /s7.". 

tomed  hitlierto  to  a  city  life  only,  and  entirely 
jnt  of  the  man.'i^cinont  of  a  boat  or  horse,  Mr.  Sjience 
dapted  himself  to  his  surroundin<<s.  On  a  visit  being 
.  few  months  later,  he  was  found  clad  in  oil  skins  and 
ester,  ready  to  lake  his  boat  across  at  any  hour 
5  day  or  night,  and  (juitc?  an  authority  on  the 
ind  currents.  The  out-door  life  and  the  rowing  had 
7  benefitted  him  physically,  and  he  proved  himself 
equal  to  the  toil  of  the  extensive  district,  lie  was 
y  supported  and  greatly  helped  in  his  work  by 
]Jarr,  Mr.  ¥.  W.  ^Fat thews  (Manager  of  the  Te 
ru  !Mill),  ^Ir.  Megson,  of  Manga  whare,  the 
s.  Webb,  and  others.  Mr.  Spence  was  followed  by 
levs.  A.  C.  Caughey  and  T.  J.  Wills,  who  each 
ned  one  year  only.      During   Mr.  l>rooke's  pastorate 

was  decided  progress.  At  Arapohue,  a  country 
;t  some  miles  from  the  river,  a  church  site  of  an  acre 
een  presented  by  Mr.  Webb.  On  this  a  very  neat 
Mnfortable  church  was  erected  to  seat  1-0  persons,  at 

of  about  A*  170.  A  loan  of  X^O  towards  this  was 
mI  from  the  Building  Fund,  which  was  paid  off 
1  a  few  years.  Tn  1890,  a  small  church  of  'JOft.  by 
and  of  which  the  Rev.  T.  F.  J  ernes  was  the  chief 
iter,  was  built  at  Tokatoka,  on  the  sam(>  side  of  the 

and  a  few  miles  lower  down.  Through  some 
ght,  the  site  had  not  been  i)roperly  conveyed,  and  it 
r  held  on  a  general  trust  for  all  denominations.  Two 
•ee  years  later,  on  the  other  side,  in  the  direction  of 
imfields,  a  church  was  built  at  Redhill,  at  a  cost  of 
The  Rev.  J.  Bliglit  was  able,  during  his  term,  to 

to  a  successful  issue  the  Parsonjige  project.  For 
years  after  tlie  appointment  of  a  married  minister,  a 

was  rented  in  Dargaville ;  but  it  was  difficult  to 
J  a  convenient  residence,  and  the  yearly  rental  was  a 
n  the  funds.  Eventually,  it  was  decided  that  tlie 
suitable  place  for  tlie  minister  to  reside  was  on 
Buller's  old  Mission  Station — Mount  Wesley.  On 
ation  being  made  to  the  Mission  Property  Trustees, 
j;ranted  to  the  circuit  authorities  a  lease  of  ten  acres 


for  the  purpo.se.  It  is  located  near  a  bluff,  overlooking 
the  river,  and  is  a  very  pleasant  situation.  On  this,  in 
1892,  a  well-finished  house  of  eight  rooms  was  erected,  at 
an  expenditure  of  £350.  Of  this,  £150  was  granted  as  a 
loan,  and  as  the  final  installment  of  this  was  paid  last  year, 
it  is  now  free  from  (U»bt.  On  the  Kaihu,  a  tributary  of 
the  Wairoa,  sawmills  were  started  about  three  years  siiice 
by  Mr.  J.  Trounson,  formerly  of  Paparoa.  A  numl)er  of 
hands  employed  at  the  nulls  and  in  the  busli  reside  there, 
as  do  also  men  employed  on  tin?  branch  railway  from 
Dargaville.  For  their  benefit  a  small  church,  36ft.  by 
20ft.,  was  erected  in  March  of  the  present  year  (1899),  at 
a  cost  of  <£100.  Tt  stands  at  present  on  a  site  leased  from 
the  Railway  Department,  but  will  eventually  be  removed 
to  a  freehold,  promised  by  a  Maori,  as  soon  as  his  title  is 
individualised.  At  Aratapu  and  Te  Kopuru,  the  two 
largest  townships  in  the  circuit,  no  churches  have  yet  been 
built.  The  reas<m  of  this  is  that  these  townships  grew  up 
around  the  two  leading  sawmills.  Th(»  proprietors  of  these 
mills,  with  commendable  forethought  for  their  (employees, 
erected  comfortable  halls,  to  be  used  for  social  purposes, 
and  also  for  public  worship,  Sunda^'-school,  and  other 
])urposes  -all  Christian  ministers  having  a  right  to  them. 
Hitherto  these  have  been  found  sutlicient  for  the  purpose. 
Thus  it  comes  to  pass  that  though  th(Te  are  excellent  and 
attentive  congregations  in  these  places,  there  are  no  church 
buildings.  New  mills  have  of  late  been  multiplicKl,  and  at 
Aoroa  and  other  places  services  have  been  instituted,  there 
being,  besides  the  threes  churches,  twelve  other  preaching 
]>laces.  Eighteen  months  since,  the  work  being  found  too 
heavy  for  one  minister  to  undertake,  a  Home  Missionary 
was  located  at  Kaihu — Mr.  0.  Elliott.  His  place  is  now 
taken  by  Mr.  E.  Patchett.  As  there  is  a  steadily  growing 
population  on  that  side  of  the  river,  and  the  other 
s<»ttleinent  is  extending  towards  WhangarcM,  there  is  ample 
work  for  both.  Even  now  the  area  covered  is  large,  as 
the  minister  and  his  assistants,  with  the  aid  of  fourteen 
local  pn'achers,  supply  fifteen  places,  in  which  there 
are  125  memb(»rs  and  10 10  worshippers,  while  ten 
Sunday-schools  have  been  started  with  a  total  roll  of  401. 
Mr.  Carr  left  the  district  some  years  since,  but  the 
Messrs.  llai'ding,  St  all  worthy,  Nield,  Matthews,  and 
Webb,  ar(»  loyal  and  devot(Ml  supporters  of  Church 
enterprise,  and  the  circuit  has  a  prosperous  future  before 
it.     The  llev.  S.  J.  Gibson   is  a  man  of  good  pnvscmce  and 
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•iifts.  llr  is  a  iiativr  of  Nt*w  South  Wjilos,  and 
1  tor  tlio  ministry  Jiulrr  the  lati'  Principal  rii^tc-luT 
wiii^t  »n    College.      AftcM-   siKMulint;    tlnrc    years    in 

work    in   ih*.'     M oilier   Ci)lony,   lie   ollered  for  the 


The  minister  lK'ini(  withdrawn  through  lack  of  support, 
application  was  made  to  the  Wesleyan  Church  for  an 
Ai^ent,  and  in  \^(\\  or  iHi;.")  Mr.  W.  White  wjis  appointed 
as  a  Home  Missionary  to  residi*  at  th(^  Wmlc,  hut  to  have 


NSVILLK    Cm  K'  II. 

[ission,  where  he  lahumrd  fm-  si\  yr.ir-^.  1 1  i^  IumHIi 
J,  he  was  transffM-red  t<»  New  Zealand,  and  has  hrrn 
ited  to  the  llokitika,  (Jishorne,  and  ilreylown 
Is,  and  is  now  in  his  t'i»nrth  vear  at  \Vain»a.  lir 
jquiretl,  durini^  his  Missimiaiy  can'rr,  a  hind  nf 
lation,  and  as  he  is  stn-iahle  in  manner-,  lie  always 
I  friends,  and  should  du  w^rk  in  the  riiniii  whiih 
)e  jKM-manent.  Mrs.  (JihM.n's  skill  with  the  i'.imera 
i.'S  him  to  illustrate  his  lertures  on  Mission  life 
are  in  mu«-h  re<|ii(st.  I''ive  years  aL^o,  whiji' 
nj^in^  with  a  Christ<'huieh  minisin-  tor  a  few  weeks 
ies  of  these  leetures  were  i^dven  in  the  I'iiy  and 
ban  churelu's.  with  ;^real  advantage  to  tli«'  Koreiu'n 
Jii  cause. 


1 

w  ^  A  '  ^K^^^^l 

Kaik  vi'Vk  \v\  Ciiri.i  u. 

eharije  of  the  Wainui  and  Kaukapakapa  as  well.  Those 
who  knuw  what  the  roads  were  like  in  that  region  in  the 
•  •arly  sixties  will  )m'  awan*  thai  j»hy.sical  enclurance  and 
careful  horsemanship  were  <juite  as  n(*cessary  fis  mental 
powrr  to  the  <ountry  j»reaeher.  in  some  places  it  was 
safer  in  walk  than  to  ri<le,  altlnui^h  the  nuid  was  both 
deep  and  adhesive.  Mr.  White  did  his  work  faithfully  for 
soinethinif  o\er  a  year,  and  was  then  removed  to  another 
<listri<'t.  i)urinLi  his  residence  a  small  church  was  built  at 
Kaukapakaj)a,  at  a  cost  of  .£sO,  most  of  the  money  beinj^ 
enlleried  by  Caj»tain  l>awson,  a  retired  sea  <\'ij)tain,  who  is 
still  one  of  tin*  chief  men  of  the  coiii^re^ation  there,  and  a 
faithfid  Stewani.  After  an  interval,  he  was  followed  by 
tin-  lJe\.  T.  .1.  .lairi^Mr  an  arrangement  which  proved  to 
be  of  the  happiest  kitnl,  and  was  followed    by  i^ood  results 


HELENSVILLE 

i  hitest  addition  to  the  list  of 
ts  in  the  Auckland  Pr<tvince, 
g  ix'en  constituted  in  Is'. is. 
Am  church,  in  one  part  of  th<' 
L't    <Mnbraced  within   its   bound 

lias  a  history  which  stretches 
for  nearly  f()rty  years.  Kau 
capa,  which  now  boasts  a 
ly  station,  an<i  is  in  alm«)st. 
communication  with  Aucklan<l, 
first  settled  in  lsr»(».  There 
some  patches  »>f  open  land,  but 

of  the  ncMghbouihood  was 
efl  with  dense  bush,  and  beini; 
lit  iA'.  access,  it  was  a  place  tluil 
lany  years  was  self  «-nntained. 
spiriUial  needs  r»f  the  residents 
lii-st  supjjlied  l>y  a  J'resbyterian 
ter,  wiio  was  .statioru'd  there  in 
J^ut  Mr.  <iittos  also  visited 
place  al>out  once  a  (|uarter, 
rising  the  Wesleyan  families, 
holding    a    preaching   service. 


Mr.  Ciias.   H.  Spini,ev,  IIklk.nsvi 
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Mk.  H.  Price,  IIumk  Missionary 


Ml'.  Jag<{ai'  had  been  a  colleague  of  the  Revs.  J.  Hunt 
and  J.  Calvert  in  the  Fiji  Mission-field,  in  the  cannibal 
days,  but  for  some  years  had  devoted  himself  to  secular 
employment  in  Auckland.     Although  psxst  middle  life  when 

he  took  up  the  Home 
Mission  work,  he  was 
permitted  to  labour 
therein  for  15  years. 
He  lived  at  Kauka- 
pakapa,  where,  sur- 
rounded by  a  few 
intelligent  friends, 
a  happy  evening  of 
life  wjis  spent.  He 
was  punctual  an<i 
scrupulous  in  atten- 
tion, even  to  distant 
ji[»p()intiu(^nts,  and 
diligent  in  pastoral 
w  u  r  k  .  His  last 
seiinon  was  preached 
from  tli(^  text  "Jesus 
Christ  the  same 
y  e  s  t  e  r d  a  y ,  t <  )-<  lay, 
and  for  ever,''  and 
shortly  afterwar(is 
his  mortal  remains 
w(M-e  laid  to  rest  in 
the  "(hmI's  Acn^" 
a  1 1  ac  h  e  d  to  the 
church  there.  His  second  wife,  having  lived  among  her 
husband's  people  for  about  15  years  more,  was  then  laid  l)y 
his  side.  From  the  firt.t  there  were  in  the  settlcnu  nt  a  few 
earnest  men  wlio  had  been  brought  up  in  the  Ciiuich,  and 
naturally  strove  to  promote  its  interests.  The  brotlieis 
Henley,  Simcocks,  and  Sinclair  were?  steady  and  trust- 
worthy, and  under  the  leadershij)  of  Captain  l>awson,  tliey 
and  their  wives  were  always  ready  to  helj).  Vcmv  early  in 
the  history  of  the  settlement  a  pnl)lic  library  was  formed  ; 
the  books  were  well-selected,  an<l  so  a  community  has 
grown    up    which    is     more     than     ordinarily    intelligent. 

CaptJiin  Dawson  also 

started     a     Sunday- 

•- .  .  -      -.       school       while       the 

1  settlement    was   still 

young,  and  is  still 
the  i)eloved  Super- 
intendent. As  the 
circumstances  of  the 
people  improved, 
there  came  a  desire 
for  a  l>etter  place  of 
worship.  Mr.  Hen- 
ley gave  a  site,  Mr. 
Jaggar  fostered  the 
idea,  and  in  the  first 
week  in  ])ecemb(»r, 
18«0,  the  present 
neat  and  attractive 
building  was  set 
apart  for  public 
worsliip.  Captain 
Dawson  again  dis- 
tinguished himself  as 
a  collector,  while  a 
good   deal  of  labour 


in  building  was  contributed  voluntarily  by  the  otlice- 
bearers.  Including  this,  the  cost  was  about  £200. 
While  it  is  not  nominally  the  head  of  tbo  circuit, 
Kaukapakapa  is  one  of  its  strongest  places.  Within  the 
eighteen  years  follow- 
ing Mr.  Jaggar's  death 
no  less  than  eight 
Home  Missionaries — 
Messrs.  Hill,  Neal, 
Griffin,  Berks,  Price, 
Pearson,  Buchanan, 
and  Stephenson — 
laboured  on  the  station 
for  longer  or  shorter 
periods.  The  last- 
named  of  these — Mr. 
George  Stephenson, 
whose  portrait  appears 
on  page  1*20  —  was 
born  at  the  village  of 
Preston,  near  Hull, 
England.  His  father 
was  a  class  leader  and 
local  j)reacher  of  the 
Churcii  for  nearly  40 
years.  The  son,  con- 
verted at  l.S,  })eg;m  to 
preach  five  years  later, 
and  worked  as  a  local  Tmk  Latk  Mn.  W.  Johnson,  Kawakawa 
preacher   in   the   Pat- 

rington  and  Hull  (Waltham  Street)  Circuit.  In  the  latter 
j)lace  he  was  appointed  a  class  leader,  an<l  privileged  to 
take  j)art  in  a  great  revival  which  took  place  under  the 
niinistry  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  E.  Clapham.  He  arrived  in 
New  Zealand  in  1S8(),  and  at  once  entered  into  full  work 
as  preacher,  leader,  and  Sunday-school  Superintendent. 
Oll'ering  himself  for  Home  Mission  work,  he  served 
successively  in  Mahurangi,  Raglan,  Coromandel,  and 
Helensville,  in  each  place  commending  himself  to  the 
congregations  as  leonsistent  Christian,  and  a  faithful  and 
pleasing  [neaclu  r.  On  acc(»unt  of  the  claims  of  his 
growing  famil\,  he  was  in  March,  LSD^S,  compelled  to  retire 
from  a  work  which  he  loved,  and  then  the  Home  Mission 
Station  luH'anie  a  circuit. 


iibV.  W    Wilis,  IIelensvillk. 


The    lieadquaiters 
of  the  Minister 

are  at  Helensville, 
which  is  the  terminus 
of  the  Wairoa  Ri\er 
steamers,  and  for 
several  years  was  also 
the  furthest  i)oint 
which  the  rail  way  from 
Auckland  reached. 
Services  were  started 
there  during  Mr. 
Jaggar's  term,  but  the 
population  was  small. 
Presently  the  timber 
trade  grew  into  im- 
portance, and  saw- 
mills were  started  in 
the  township.  As  the 
depot  where  goods  for 


Thk  L.\tk  Mr.  S.  Dixon,  Okaipai". 
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the  WairiM,  and  produce  f(ii*  that  district  was  shipped,  it 
became  about  16  years  a^o  exc(H>dinjj;lj  prosperous,  and  for 
a  time  grew  rapidly.  Taking  advantage  of  this,  a  suitable 
site  was  secured,  and  the  erection  of  the  church  commenced. 
Its  dimensions  are  50ft.  by  30ft.,  and  there  is  a  huge 
class  room  attached.  It  cost  from  £200  to  £"250,  and  the 
opening  sermons  were  preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Taylor, 
of  Auckland,  on  October  11th,  I8S5.  Messi-s.  Spinley, 
Vercoe,  Megson,  and  othei-s  exert(j<I  tlu^mselves  to  promote 
the  building  of  the  church,  and  are  still  workers  there. 
The  township  has  net  grown  so  rapidly  as  was  expected, 
but  thore  is  a  good  field  for  Christian  effort,  and  members 
who  have  recently  settled  there  are  also  putting  considerable 
energy  into  the  church  work. 


Woodhill 

is  the  third  place  in  the  eiicuit.  Somr  sixteen  or  seventeen 
years  since,  Mc'ssrs.  1{.  Monk  and  J.  Pliillij>s,  hoth 
well-known   Aurkland    Methodists,    took    up   land  in  this 


l.^jK:f^^:^^.a;.. 


Okaihau  Chikch. 

locality,  and  gradually  others  joine<l  them.  A  j)ul)lic 
school  Ujcame  necessary,  and  in  this  for  several  ye.iis  past 
fi  service  has  been  held  on  Sunday  afii'rnoons.  ThnM' 
other  out-stations  are  also  rei^ularly  visited,  and  with  th<> 
extension  of  the*  railway  northward  fmiher  enlargement  of 
the  circuit  boundari<»s  may  1m;  e\pe<'ted.  At  present  it 
has  a  staff  of  six  local  preachers,  eleven  Sunday-school 
teachers,  and  one  class  leader.  Th<*re  are  32  members  and 
72  Sunday  scholars,  while  the  attendants  are  returned  as 
350.  The  l^ev.  W.  Wills,  a  probationer  in  his  first  year, 
is  in  charge  of  the  circuit,  und(?r  the  superintendence  of 
the  District  Chairman.  Mr.  Wills  was  brought  up  in  the 
Cijlony,  and  recommetidenl  for  the  ministry  by  the  Quart^^rly 
Meeting  of  the  Willowby  Circuit.  After  two  years  of 
diligent  study  at  Prince  Albert  College,  he  begins  his  life 
work.     May  he  make  full  proof  of  his  ministry. 


THE  WADE  HOME  MISSION  STATION 

naturally  follows  Helensville,  inasmuch  as  we  have  seen 
part  of  the  latter's  territory  was  once  associated  with  the 
Wade  in  working.  The  Wjule  township,  some  twenty 
miles  north  of  Devonport,  has  a  lengthy  Methodist  lustojy. 


It  was  first  visited  from  Auckland,  and  put  upon  **  tlie 
Plan  "  during  Mr.  Harding's  superintendency.  The  first 
church  was  also  built  and  opened  by  him.  Indeed,  two 
churches  were  erected,  for  some  three  miles  nearer  the  sea 
— to  meet  the  needs 
of  a  few  settlers  — 
a  second  one  was 
built  Unfortu- 
nately, a  legal  title 
to  the  site  of  the 
latt<;r  had  not  been 
previously  secured, 
and  after  a  few 
years  it  passed  out 
of  tht^  hands  of  the 
Connexion.  The 
one  in  the  town- 
ship, however, 
whitrh  was  subse- 
<iuently  lined,  re- 
sealed,  and  other- 
wise improved,  wjis 
on  a  good  section 
prop(*rly  con  vey(»d, 
and  still  meets  the 
needs  of  the  j)opu- 
lation.  In  those 
veiy  early  days 
there    were    a    few 

earnest  Church  members  in  the  neighbourhood.  Con- 
sj)icuous  among  them  was  the  late  Mr.  W.  Polkinghorne, 
a  stalwart  Cornish  miner,  but  then  employed  in  farming, 
and  who  a  few  years  since  passed  to  his  rest.  He  was  a 
(M)(l-fe;ii  ini^  man,  j)lain  of  sj)eech,  and  of  much  power  in 
prayer.  S(»nie  of  his  descendants  are  still  found  in  the 
l(K-ality.  Mr.  Polkinghorne  and  his  neighbours,  though 
by  no  means  flourishing  in  circumstances,  heartily 
welcouH^d  the  preachers,  and  gave  them  the  Ix'st  they  had. 
Mr.  Harding  se(»med  to  have  quite  a  penchant  for  the 
place,  and  bought  land  near.  For  souk;  years  «after 
periodical  visits  were  made  by  Auckland  ministers. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  11.  Briii(;ma.\,  Kako. 


An     Interesting: 
Experience 

of  such  a  visit  may 
be  recalled.  On  one 
occasion  this  serilx*. 
diseharged  the  duty. 
The  usual  nn'thod  of 
reaching  it  was  by  a 
cutter,  which  ran 
onc(^  a  week.  Leav- 
ing Auckland  in  the 
morning,  weexpected 
t.)  r(>ach  our  destina- 
tion that  saine  even- 
ing. l>ut  after  we 
entered  the  Wade 
River,  the  tide  ran 
out,  and  we  were 
stranded  on  a  sand- 
bank.  Unfortu- 
nately,  provisions 
had  run  out.  too,  and 
we   went  supperless 
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Mr.  Jims  Si.M  LMit. 


Mr,  Joseph  Simcock.  Ckvt.  ^VNl.  \)\v;s  )^.  M.v!l,  Cua^rlks  Simcock. 


THE  COLONIAL  CHUUCHKS. 


265 


1.  Next  luoruiug  the  worthy  skipper  poled  his 
^  up  to  a  farmhouse  and  begged,  or  borrowwl,  two 

of  brea(J.  M<»anwhile,  the  piisseiigors  had  collected 
niid  on  til  is  brain-strengthening  fare,  and  hot  colfee 
•ed  by  the  ship's  cook,  we  breakfasted.     As  the  tide 

we  ascended  to  the  township,  and  the  pi-eacher  at 
Polkinghorne's  first  made  the  acijuaintance  of  potato 
and  feasted  royally  theretm.  After  preaching  and 
■  meeting  on  Sunday,  and  pastoral  visits,  he  elected 
irn  to  Auckland  on  "  shanks's  pony."     At  Dairy  Flat, 

were  paid  and  refreshment  obtained,  and  at 
)lphert's  house,  on  Lucas's  Cr(*ek,  service   was  held 

evening.  The  next  day  the  journey  was  resumed, 
fter  waiting  for  some  hours  for  the  cutter  at  Stokes's 

the  adventurous  expedition  en<led.  The  preacher 
ed   the  hardships  ;  sooth   to  tell,    he  rather  ciijoycMl 

and  twenty-s(;ven  years  after,  on  another  visit  to 
'^ade,  was  able  to  tell  the  story. 


Patient  Labour. 

st  of  the  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Wade  is  of  i)oor 
y,  and  consecjuently  the  pro;^ress  of  >scttliMiient  has 
slow.     There  have  alwavs,  however,  been  a  faithful 


:SE    ClIlRCH,    HOKIANGA. 

ho  have  not  forsfiken  the  assembling  of  themselves 
ler,  a!id  ann'd  many  vicissitudes  the  church  doors 
been  kept  open.  A  succession  of  Ilouie  Missionaries 
>een  appointed  and  givi«n  to  tlu?  district  faithful 
r.  At  Wainui,  about  six  miles  distant,  in  a  settler's 
h  or  public  hall,  service  has  been  regularly  held  for 
ry  years  or  more. 

A  Cottas:e   Home. 

1886,  through  the  energy  of  the  residi'nt  Missionary, 
.  W.  Gritiiii,  and  the  willing  helj)  of  Mr.  Seotter,  now 
?wniarket,  a  home  for  the  Missionaiy  was  seemed. 
riptions  were  obtained  from  Auckland,  donations  of 
nd  windows  secured,  and  with  Mr.  Scot  tor's  voluntary 
r,  a  neat  cottage  and  outbuildings  were  put  up  at  a 
I  £130. 

t  Cheapest  Place  of  Worship  in  the  Colony 

for  a  time  in  use  within  the  bounds  of  this  station. 
years   since   there   was    a   considerable    number    of 


gum  diggers  at  work  in  various  places.  The  Missionary 
visited  them  as  he  wjis  able,  and  left  tracts  and  illustrated 
papers  at  their  huts.  Some  of  them  were  devout  persons, 
and  wished  to  meet  for  worship.  A  tent  about  liift  by 
8ft.  was  obtainwl,  and  securely  pegged  down.  Stakes 
were  driven  into  the* 
earth,  and  rough 
slabs  placed  thereon 
for  seats,  and  in  this 
canvas  cliurch  they 
listened  to  the  Gos- 
pel message.  It 
probably  did  not 
cost  more  than  £i} 
in  all,  but  was  an 
adn.irable  arrange- 
ment, as  when  the 
diggers  moved,  they 
could  *'  fold  their 
tents  like  the  Arabs 
and  silently  st»»al 
away"  to  erect  their 
church  in  another 
place.  At  Pukeatua, 
a  few  of  the  gum- 
(ligg<'rs  took  uj)  land, 
and  combining  a 
little  farming  with 
their  digging,  hoj)ed 
to  form  a  settlement. 
One  of  tliem  gave  an 
acre  of  ground   as  a 

site  for  a  place  of  worship.  On  this,  for  an  (estimated 
expi^ndilure  <»f  .£70,  a  small  cliurch,  iMft.  by  IGft.,  was 
erected  in  ISDH,  free  of  del)t.  To  Mr.  (J.  H.  Ihidgman, 
then  Home  Missionary,  there  belongs  the  credit  of 
initiating  this  really  courageous  undertaking,  lie  collected 
money  in  small  sums,  heirged  limber,  roofing  iron, 
windows,  AC,  and  by  voluntary  help  of  the  Trustees,  saw 
it  successfully  carried  (»ut.  Ot'  late  years,  (»wing  to 
l"it*«iuent  change  of  Missionaries,  and  gaps  between  the 
aj»poi  n  t  men  ts,  the 
station  has  (lrelin<Ml, 
but  as  the  returns 
for  this  year  are  not 
one-thinl  of  those 
for  the  year  previous 
pi'obably  some  error 
has  crept  in.  ^Ir. 
\V.  Richards  is  the 
Home  Missionary 
now  working  there, 
and  as  the  Jlev.  C. 
K.  Deecroft,  at  the 
re(juest  of  the  Con- 
ference, has  ai^reed 
tosuperintendent  the 
district,  a  decided 
improvement  may 
shortly  be  expected. 


Mk.  G.  (.}.  Mkxziks,  Rawknk. 


BAY  of  ISLANDS. 

This  Home  Mission 
differs  very  widely 
from  the  Wade.     It 


Mk. 


Ci.    Pkarsox,    Home    Miasiovi^^x.^ 


266 


THE  HISTORY  OF  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


is  much  more  extensive,  and  while  in  it  there  are  area« 
of  gum-digginf(  land,  and  other  portions  which  are 
unproductive,  there  are  also  some  very  fertile  patches  and 
mineral  resources,  while  at   Russell  "the   harvest  of  the 


Successful  Church  Building:. 

During  Mr.  Salter's  time  the  Kawakawa  Church,  huilt 
on  a  site,  the  lease  of  which  was  given  by  the  Coal 
Company  (as   the  freehold   behmged  and  still    lx*loiigs  to 


Akch  Hill  CnuKrn,  Nkwtox,  Aim  klanh. 


VVkslkyan  Paksoxa(;e,  Moint  Wkslky,  North kk.n   Wairua. 


sea"  is  at  their  dours.  There  was  a  tiiiu?  \v\wn  it  bade 
fair  to  be  a  prosperous  circuit,  and  for  a  time  it  occupitMl 
that  position,  th<*  Revs.  S.dtei,  iJrooke,  and  Maisludl 
being  successively  appointed  thereto.  Aliout  ISSO,  the 
discovery  of  oxcr'lleiit  seams  of  eu;d  at  K.-nvakawa,  fondly 
hoped  to  be  inexhaustible,  led  to  the  foiniatioii  of  the 
Bay  of  Islands  Coal  Comj)any.  Ca})ital  was  fn»ely 
subscribed,  machinery  ord(Med,  and  ininin«^  commence(l. 
The  result  was  the  creation  of  a  llourishint^  townshij)  at 
Kawakawa.  A  railway  was  also  constructed  to  convey 
the  coal  from  thence  to  Opua,  to  which  plac(»  the  steanuM's 
of  the  I'nion  Comi)any  and  other  vessels  came  to  obtain 
cargoes.  Near  llussell,  man^^anese  dejjosits  wer<'  found 
and  worked  w^ith  considerable  eneri^'y.  !»elieving  in  the 
piospects  of  the  district,    the    Hev.   T.    (J.    Hammond,  of 

llokian^a,       himself 
visited   it,  conducted 

services,  and  i)ressed 

for  the  ap[K)intment 
of  an  ai^ent.  To 
theKev.  T.  J.  Wills, 
the  present  An<;lican 
minister  of  Ormond- 
ville,  belongs  the 
honour  of  being  the 
first  Home  Mis- 
sionary in  1S79. 
Unsparing  in  toil, 
diligent  as  a  pastor, 
and  a  faithful 
preacher,  he  laid 
out  an  extensive 
circuit,  and  did  g(jod 
and  useful  pitmeer 
work.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  Rev. 
W.  L.  Salter,  in- 
tensely evangel- 
istic and  e(pmlly 
enerjretic. 


the  (lovernment),  was  erected.  It  is  a  strong  and  plain 
Iniilding,  ITift.  by  '2()h.  It  cost  over  £'300,  and  was 
opened  by  this  writer  on  August  ir)th,  ISSO.  The 
occasion  was  one  of  gn^at  sj)i ritual  pow(»r.  In  the 
membership  at  the  time  was  Father  Johnson,  a  veteran 
local  [)rca<her,  and  others  —men  of  prayc'r  and  faith. 
They  had  been  j)leading  for  a  bh'ssing  on  the  consecration 
services,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  day  mcjt  speciallv  for 
that  purpose.  in  answer  to  their  j)l(».'uhng  the  blessing 
came.  The  mornini^  and  evening  services  were  "  times  of 
refreshing,'  and  after  the  latter  several  decided  for  Christ, 
and  testified  to  the  new-found  joy  of  salvation.  So  deep 
was  the  interest  that  preaching  was  held  th<j  following 
evening,  and  like  results  f(»llowed.  in  all  the  series  of 
meetings  the  same  spirit  was  manifested,  and  the  visiting 
minister  an,i  the 
resident  pastor  were 
i-efreshed  in  sj)irit. 
Mr.  Salter  had 
willing  coadjutors  in 
Father  .lohnson, 
Messrs.  !\!cCr<'ady, 
(lirven,  and  CsIkm-, 
and  some  of  those 
then  convert(»d  after- 
wards became  suc- 
cessful workers  in  the 
Church  elsewhere. 


>IR.    II.    S.    WlLLlAMS,'RrsSKLL. 


The  Outposts, 

Russell  was  at  the 
beginning  of  the 
Circuit  i|uite  as 
important  as  Ka- 
wakawa. Mr.  S. 
Ihichanan,  a  local 
preacher  of  more 
than  ordinary  gifts, 
and        afterwards 


Mkssrs.  \).  AND  T.  Havks,  Kaeo. 


THE    COLONTAL    CHURCHES. 
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ATE  Mr.  W.  Ormistox,  Mangapai. 


yod  as  a  Home  Missionary,  resided  there.  Mr.  H.  S. 
tins,  still  on  the  ground,  and  thi-ough  all  the  score  of 
a  faithful  helper  and  liberal  supporter,  was  also  there. 
ed  room  was  fitted  up  by  these  brethren,  and  a  few 

others,  for    worship, 
at  a  cost  of  £30,  and 

is   still   used.     Near 

j      Russell  there   wjis  a 
''  .  manganese      mine 

being  worked,  and  at 
this  place  and  Te 
W  a  h  a  p  u  services 
were  also  held  from 
the  beginning.  In- 
dee<l  it  w;is  Captain 
Phillips  and  those 
associatcMl  with  him 
who  had,  in  K^TT, 
organised  the  church 
at  the  (Jronga  mine, 
and  formed  a  class. 
At  ()kailuiu,near  the 
head  of  the  Waihou, 
though  a  long  dis- 
tance to  ride  (25 
k^^^^^^^^^^^  miles),      Mr.      Wills 

^^^^^^^^  also     established      a 

regular  appointment. 
The  Hokianga  Mis- 
sionary ha<l  occasion- 
ally held  service 
there,  but  from  the 
of  its  connexion  with  th(»  l>ay,  greater  interest  was 
I  therein.  In  l.sS")  Mr.  S.  Dixon,  an  ex-Canadian 
r,  gave  an  acre  of  land  as  a  site,  and  offered  i'lOO 
:ds  a  church  if  another  £100  was  subscribed.  The 
jnge  was  taken  up,  and  the  next  year  a  neat  church, 
ig  £230,  was  erected,  and  opened  free  of  debt. 
H.  Fraser  now  fills  the  late  Mr.  Dixon's  place  as 
ty  Steward.  The  failure  of  the  coal  mine  cause<l  an 
IS  of  the  population,  and  in  188^>  the  minister  was 
Irawn.  »Since  then  it  has  been  worked  by  Home 
;onaries.  Mr.  H.  Price,  who  retired  from  the  work  in 
last  to  enter  into  business,  had  been  in  charge  for 
ears.  Himself  the  son  of  a  local  preach(M*,  his  heart 
ilways  in  the  work.  He  kept  up  his  Heading  amid 
atiguing  work  of  the  district,  and  preached  earnest 
instructive  sermons.  Mr.  E.  P.  Blamires,  the  son  of  a 
known  Victorian  minister,  has  taken  up  his  duties, 
besides  the  peaces  already  menticmed,  preaches  at 
tru,  Opua,  anS  has  recently  taken  up  llamarama, 
les  visiting  the  men  on  the  gumfields.  He  is  assisted 
iree  local  preachers.  In  four  small  Sunday-schools  80 
ren  are  gathered,  and  there  are  240  attendants  on 
ic  worship. 


WHANGAROA 

os^ic  ground  in  New  Zealand  Methodism.  But  the 
ris  who,  in  Mr.  I^eigh's  time  were  there  in  such 
ber.^,  have  passed  away,  leaving  but  few  successoi-s. 
European  population  does  not  grow.  Formerly  there 
a  large  timber  trade  done  in  the  district,  and  quite  a 
c  business  in  shipbuilding.  But  both  these  have 
;what  declined.  A  quarter  of  a  century  since  it 
lised   to  become  a  circuit,  and   two  young  ministers 


wore  sent  there  in  succession.  They  held  services  in 
Whangaroa,  Kaeo,  Tametame,  and  travelled  to  Mangonui 
and  other  places.  Since  then  it  has  been  worked  by  a 
succession  of  Home  Missionaries,  and  the  residence 
of  the  agent  is  now  fixed  at  Kaeo.  The  European 
Missionaries  resident  at  Hokianga  used  to  visit  regularly 
the  Maoris  in  the  locality,  and  also  took  the  opportunity 
of  preaching  to  the  Europeans.  In  response  to  Mr.  Rowse's 
request,  a  neat  church  was  erectefl  on  the  Mission  -tatioii 
in  1869,  at  a  cost  of  J6213.  The  opening  service  was 
conducted  by  Mr.  Rowse,  who  preached  from  Psalm 
Ixxxvii.,  verse  5.  At  the  same  time  about  an  acre  of 
ground  wjis  cleared  and  set  apart  tus  a  public  cemetery. 
For  some  reason  the  building  was  allowed  to  fall  into 
disrepair,  and  about  1885  was  sold  for  a  smill  sum.  With 
the  Gothic  windows  taken  out,  it  now  does  service  as  a 
gum  store.  The  following  year,  on  a  site  given  by 
Mr.  Holdship,  the  present  building,  which  sea.ts  150 
persons,  was  erected.  The  opcjning  service  was  conducted 
on  the  Queen's  Birthday  by  Mr.  Birks,  the  Home 
Missionary,  and  the  cost  (£210)  was  fully  subscribed.  A 
view  of  this  appears  on  page  18.  It  Ikis  been  the  spiritual 
biithplace  of  not  a  few. 


Willing  Helpers. 

JNIr.  Hare,  an  Irish  Methodist,  and  an  old  settler  at 
Ka(H),  married  for  his  second  wife  the  widow  of 
Mr.  Skinner,  the  Mission  calechist.  Pkch  had  a  large 
family,  and  as  they  grew  up  they  constituted  a  large  part 
of  the  congregation  and  membership.  Mr.  Hare,  senior, 
was  the  first  class  leader,  and  the  meetings  were  originally 
held  in  the  old  Courthouse.  The  Lanes  and  Browns, 
heads  of  a  shipbuilding  and  shipowning  firm,  were  always 
ready  to  h(?l}).  Mr.  W.  Lane's  three  daughters  had  started 
a  Sunday-school  in  the  very  early  days,  in  the  kitchen  of 
their  father's  house.  Jn  18GG  Mr.  R.  E.  Gibbs  joined 
them,  becaine  tlu?  Superintendent,  and  worked  with 
unabated  zeal  until  his  lamented  death  by  di owning  in 
1S77.  Messrs.  St<'phen  S.  Ihovvn  and  the  Hayes 
brothers  are  nativ(\s  of  the  district,  and  the 
former  is  the 
Society  Steward 
at  Totara,  where 
also   services    are 

held.    Mr.A.  Nes- 

bit  is  a  native  of 

Prince    Edward's 

Island,     and     he 

and   his   son,  Mr. 

C.    Nesbit,    with 

Mr.    Halliday,    a 

Welshman,      and 

Mr.  Fabian,  born 

in     the     Channel 

Islands,  are  ready 

for     every     good 

work.      It  was  in 

Whangaroa    that 

the  nonagenarian 

local     preacher  — 

Mr.    G.  Stephen- 
son —  passefl    to 

his    rest    a   year 

ago. 


Union   Street  Church,  Freeman's  Bay^ 
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A  Residence  for  the  Missionary. 

After  paying  rent  for  several  years,  the  office-bearers  a 
few  months  since  took  lieart  of  grace,  and  determined  to 
"  arise  and  build.'*  The  issue  has  been  that  a  neat  cottage 
residence  of  six  rooms  and  a  study  has  been  put  up  at  a 


Rev.  J.  J.  Pen  PRAY,  Paparoa. 

cost  of  £230.  Two-thirds  of  the  cost  was  raised  by  local 
subscriptions  and  contributions  from  friends  in  Auckland 
and  elsewhere,  and  the  bahmce  provided  by  a  loan  from 
the  Church  Building  Fund. 

There  are  no  less  than  eleven  preairhing  places  in  the 
district,  at  distances  varying  from  three  miles  to  thirty. 
To  maintain  regular  services  thereat  involves  constant 
journeying  and  great  physical  toil.  Mr.  0.  ]f.  Biidgman 
is  the  Home  Missionary.  J3oin  in  P]ngland,  he  was 
brought  to  the  Colony  jis  a  child.  Impressed  by  the 
preaching  of  the  llev.  J.  Berry,  he  received  the  spirit  of 
adoption  in  a  class  meeting  conducted  by  the  Kev.  J.  Law, 
and  became  a  local  preacher  in  the  NV  aikato  Circuit  in 
1876.  In  1888,  he  offered  himself  for  the  Home  Mi.ssion 
work,  and  has  occupied  the  Bay  of  Islands,  Wade,  and 
Whangaroa  stations  successively.  He  is  diligent,  faithful, 
and  persevering  in  all  de[>artments  of  his  work,  and  is 
gieatly  aided  by  his  excellent  wife,  who  is  also  a  local 
preacher.  Assisted  by  only  one  other  preacher,  tliey 
supply  all  the  widely-scattered  places  with  preaching 
services,  and  watch  over  the  38  members  and  428  hearers 
who  are  reported.  The  Sunday-school  in  the  Kaeo  Church 
has  66  names  on  the  roll. 


HOKIANQA.— European  Work. 

The  supply  of  the  P]ui-opean  congregations  in  the 
Hokianga  is  confided  to  Mr.  George  Pearson,  who  has 
been  employed  as  a  Home  Missionary  since  1887.  His 
grandfather  "  turned  fool,"  as  the  clergyman  of  the  parish 
elegantly  expressed  it,  by  becoming  a  Methodist  early  in 
the  century,  and  his  father  was  for  many  yeai-s  a  local 
preacher.  Mr.  Pearson  himself  is  a  native  of  the  County 
of  Nottinghamshire,   England,  was  converted  at  sixteen, 


and  began  to  pi'each  a  year  later.     After  ten  years*  service 
in  English  Circuits,  he  came  to  the  Colony  in  1878,  and 
was  in  business  in  Auckland  for  nine  years.     After  that 
he  worked  in   the  Helensville  and   Whangaroa  .Stations, 
before    removing   to   his   present   residence    at    Rawene. 
Although  well  advanced  towards  middle  life,  he  is  strong 
and    vigorous,    and   discharges   his   duty    with   unabated 
energy,    riding    long   distances    on   horseback,    and    also 
travelling  by  boat  to  visit  the  distant  settlements.     He  is 
an  expert  photographer,  and  for  several  of  our  illustrations 
of  the  Northern  districts  we  are  indebted  to  him. 

The  European  townships  on  the  Hokianga  and  its 
tributary  streams  are  small,  and  widely  scattered.  At 
Rawene,  formerly  known  as  Herd's  Point,  a  small  church 
was  erected  during  the  Rev.  W.  Rowse's  residence  at 
Waima,  in  1876.  It  cost  £150.  Eighty  pounds  of  this 
were  raised  by  the  settlers,  and  eventually  the  balance  was 
voted  by  the  Mission  Property  Trustees.  Services  are  also 
held  at  Kohukohu,  Waimamaku,  Taheke,  and  four  other 
j)laces,  at  wliich  there  is  a  total  attendance  of  400  persons. 
As  tlu^st^  belong  to  different  Protestant  Churches,  the 
membership  is  small,  only  eighteen  being  enrolled.  There 
are  two  Sunday-schools,  with  forty  names  on  the  roll. 
Unfortunately,  Mr.  Pearson  has  no  resident  local  preachers. 
This  renders  the  work  more  arduous,  and  retards 
developement.  But  the  providing  the  ordinances  of 
religion  for  tlie  members  of  these  small  and  distant 
connnunities,  although  ditlicult,  is  most  import-ant.  There 
will  come  a  time  wlien  the  fertile  volcanic  valleys  will 
carry  a  larger  population,  and  tlui  Church  will  then  make 
progress. 

Mr.  0.  (J.  Menzies  is  i\w  Government  Engineer  for  the 
district,  and  travels  through  the  length  and  breadth.  For 
some  years  he  has  acted  as  Steward  for  the  station,  and 
shown  the  greatest  j)ossil)le  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Church.  Mr.  W.  Webster,  who  resides  near  the  old 
Mission  Statiofi  of  Mangungu,  has  been  connected  with  the 
Church  for  more  than  half  a  century.  The  friend  of  the 
early  ^lissionaries,  and  knowing  the  Natives  well,  ho  has 
the  respect  of  ail.  Though  now  well  advanced  in  years, 
he  is  still  (lee})ly  concerned  f(»r  the  promotion  of  religion  in 
the  neighboui- 
hood,  and  is  a 
faithful  helperof 
the   Missionarv. 


RAGLAN. 

After  Mr. 
Schnackenberg's 
decease,  the 
Rev.  W.  Slade 
was  sent  there 
to  minister  to 
M  a  o  r  i  s  and 
Europeans.  He 
was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  E. 
Barber,  who 
only  remained 
for  one  year. 
After  that  a 
Home  Mission- 
ary was  ap- 
pointed. Eng- 
1  i  s  h       servicers 


Rev.  S.  J.  Gibson,  Northern  Wairoa. 
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STANDARD   BEARERS,   WHANGAROA  HOME   MISSION 


I — Mr.  a,  yKshiT,  K.\h:n. 


2-  Mil.  V.  Xkshit,  K.\Ki».         3  -Thk  \i\TF.  Mu.  \l.  V..   v\\\u\>s,Y.\yan. 
5— Mr.  .1.  H.vixii>\v,  K\v.\>. 


V  -  N\\\.  \  .^  .^  >.Y\w^,^v«.vN, 
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were  condaoted  by  these  brethren  at  a  small 
ohuroh  in  Raglan  itself,  at  Okete,  five  miles 
distant,  where  a  chureh  had  also  been  erected,  and 
in  ihe  schoolroom  at  Te  Mata  and  elsewhere.  Owing  to 
lack  of  support,  no  agent  has  been  appointed  for  some 
years  past  The  old  church  in  Raglan,  built  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Wallis  in  the  early  days,  became  so  decayed  that 
it  was  sold,  but  a  new  and  better  site,  presented  by 
Mr.  F.  L.  Prime,  is  still  held.  There  is  also  a  Mission 
house  in  the  town,  which  is  let,  and  the  rental  applied  to 
Mission  purposes.  The  church  at  Okete  still  remains, 
and  as  settlement  progresses  along  that  coast,  this  ground 
will  probably  need  to  be  reoccupied. 


Summary. 

In  the  Circuits  and  Home  Mission  Stations  of  the 
Auckland  District^  the  outline  history  of  which  has  been 
sketched  in  the  foregoing  pages,  there  are  thirty  ministers 
stationed,  who  are  assisted  by  five  Home  I^Iissionaries  and 
140  local  preachers.  Sixty-five  churches  have  been  erected, 
and  services  are  also  held  in  136  public  schools,  or  other 
places.  All  these  are  in  the  Auckland  Province,  as  is  also 
the  Oisbome  Circuit,  but  for  ecclesiastical  purposes  t\m  w 
connected  with  the  Wellington  District.  There  are  2,757 
adult  Church  members  and  340  juniors,  besides  479 
additional  enrolled  communicants.  In  70  Sunday-schooK 
552  teachers  have  charge  of  5,262  children,  and  the  toUl 
number  of  attendants  is  estimated  to  be  1 6,963. 


(9) 
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Mission   Hall   and  Gottaos,   Fbieman's   Bay.— Headquarters 
of  the  Helping  Hand  IftWon,  Auckland. 
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DEPARTMENTAL  CHURCH   WORK    IN   AUCKLAND       q 


Before  leaving  the  Auckland  Province,  it  is  proper  to 
place  on  record  some  account  of  the  origin  and  working  of 
the  various  Connexional  Departments  and  Institutions, 
the    management    of   which     is    entrusted    to    c(mimittees 


;ii 
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WaiHI,   Ui'PKR   TmA.MKS.— .4    Clunrh    in    an    M'h'il    Circuit. 

having  their  headquarters  in  Auckland  City.  The  first 
of  these,  hoth  from  the  largeness  of  the  ar(\a  which  it 
covers,  and  the  numhcr  and  importance  of  the  interests 
affected,  is 

THE    HOME    MISSION    AND    CHURCH 
EXTENSION  FUND. 

In  a  growing  Colony,  the  work  of  ITome  Mission  and 
Church  extension  must  always  he  exceptionally  inij)ortant. 
Largely  speaking,  it  includes  the  provision  of  religious 
oi-dinances  for  the  settlers  in  out-districts,  the  locati(m  of 
ministers,  erection  of  places  of  worship,  and  the  organisation 
of  the  Church  generally.  Prior  to  the  formati(m  of  the 
New  Zealand  Conference,  this  work  was  carried  on  hy 
each  District  Meeting  independetitly,  hut  this  was  found 
to  he  exceedingly  awkward,  and  even  defective.  The 
Auckland  District,  for  example,  had,  within  its  hounds, 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  Maori  Stations,  while  the;  European 
ones  at  that  time  were  few  in  numher.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Canterbury  District,  which  had  a  large  numher  of 
European  Circuits,  ha^l  only  one  small  Maori  Mission.  At 
the  second  New  Zealand  Conference,  held  in  1S75,  it  was 
therefore  resolved,  "That  the  income  from  Crmnexional 
properties  and  the  present  Home  Mission  Funds  of  the 
sr^veral  districts  shall,  m  future,  form  one  Home  Mission 
Fund,  to  b^  administered  by  a  committee  composed  of  the 
members  of  the  Connexional  Committees,  together  with 
the  Trustees  of  the  several  Connexional  properties.*'  Two 
Treasurers  were  appointed,  residing  in  Auckland,  and  two 
in  Christchurch,  but  with  the  further  direction  that  for 
the  current  year  the  Chairmen  of  Districts  should 
collect  and  pay  moneys  on  account  of  this  fund. 
Obviously  this  arrangement  could  only  be  temporary,  and 


at  the  Conference  of  1876  it  wjis  agreed  that  a  Scj-ietaiy 
and  Treasurer  should  be  appointed  for  the  whole  colony,  to 
whom  all  remittances  should  be  made,  and  the  amounts 
voted  by  the  Conference  from  time  to  time  should  be  paid 
hy  the  Treasurer,  under  the  direction  of  an  Executive 
Committee.  The  return  of  income  and  expenditure  for 
the  year  1875  shows  the  same  under  the  several  districts, 
and  the  following  is  a  sunmiary  : — The  receipts  were  : 
From  circuits  —  Collections  on  Sundays  in  the  various 
churches  and  at  public  meetings,  subscriptions,  etc., 
£028  16s.  Sd.  ;  from  the  rent  of  Connexional  propertie.s, 
£882  18s.  (hut  included  in  this  wiis  the  sum  of  nearly 
£'180  from  the  Wellington  Educational  Trust,  which  was 
balanced  by  an  entry  of  an  equal  amount  on  the  other 
side)  ;  credit  balance  in  three  of  the  districts,  £73  7s.  8d.; 
special  (hmation  from  the  l^ev.  J.  Aldred  for  training  of 
students,  £51  5s.  :  refund  from  the  General  Conference, 
£78  4s.  6d.  There  was  also  received  from  the  Foreign 
Mission  Fund  the  sum  of  £150,  for  providing  a  Circuit 
and  residence  for  a  n^turned  Missionary,  the  total  income 
being  thus  £1809  4s.  lOd.  On  the  other  side  the  items  of 
expenditure  reported  were:  Maori  Missions,  £680  7s.; 
Scandinavian  Mission,  £50  :  grants  in  aid  to  European 
Circuits  and  Home  Mission  Stations,  £600  Os.  8d.  ;  for  the 
training  of  students,  £100 ;  Wellington  Educational 
Trustees,  as  above,  £179  18s.  ;  district  deficiencies  brought 
forward,  £40 ;  and  trav(»lling  to  District  Meetings, 
Confeience,  printing,  and  contingencies,  £280  2s.,  which 
left  a  deficiency  of  £121  2s.  5d.  In  the  following  yeai*s 
the  Fund  was  relieved  of  the  item  of  chairmen's  travelling 
and  other  expenses  incurred  in  the  working  of  the  Church 
org.'iiiisation  by  the  newly-formed  Contingent  Fund. 


Rev.  W.  Beckett,  Waihu 
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Officers  of  the  Fund. 

The  earlicet  printed  report  of  Home  MiBmon  operations 
in  Now  Zealand  is  dated  1871,  and  refers  to  the  Auckland- 
District  only,  Mr.   J.    M.   Shera   being  the  Treasurer, 


thought  and  care.  The  Society  has  been  exoeedin^j 
happy  in  the  appointment  of  its  Treasurer.  Mr.  F.  L 
Prime,  J.P.,  of  Auckland,  has  held  the  office  frcMn  the 
year  1876  until  now,  and  still  continues  to  ducharge  its 
duties,  having  previously  served  four  years  as  Treasarer 
to  the  Auckland  District.  Mr.  Prime  is  a  native  of 
Tripton,  Cambridgeshire,  and  came  to  the  Colony  in 
Juno,  1855.  For  some  years  he  was  in  business  as  a 
grocer  and  provision  merchant.  He  also  served  as  one  of 
the  City  Councillors,  and  fulfilled  the  duties  of  Mayor. 
He  had  been  brought  up  as  a  Congregationalist^  but  od  hk 
arrival  in  Auckland  joined  the  High  Street  Church.  Ever 
since  he  has  been  an  honoured  office-bearer,  filling  varioot 
positions  with  great  acceptance.  He  now  devotes  himself 
very  largely  to  gratuitous  work  for  the  Church  in  ill 
various  dopartmentt^  and  a  considerable  part  of  his  time  ii 
taken  up  with  the  accounts  and  corrospond^oo  of  the 
Home  Mission  Fund.  His  unfailing  courtesy,  his-aooanefi ' 
patience,  and  attention  to  the  business  of  the  departroflB% 
i)oth  in  Conference  and  tliroughout  the  year,  bave  won  |pr 
him  the  deep  resp<*ct  and  admiration  of  the  ministers  aad 
office-bearers  of  the  Church  throughout  the  Colony.  Asa 
slight  token  of  this,  on  his  seventieth  birthday  a  portrait 
of  the  Treasurer  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Pnme  by  the 
members  of  the  Committee  and  their  friends.  Last  year 
a  very  pleasant  gathering  was  held  in  the  Pitt  Street 
Church  parlour  to  celebrate  his  golden  wedding.  Although 
well  advanced  in  yeai-s,  it  is  hoped  that  he  may  be  spared 
for  some  time  to  come  to  render  the  signal  service  which 
he  so  willingly  gives. 


Mb.    p.    L.    Primk,  AVVKLASV.  —  Trfafurer    of   the    Home 
Mingion  Fund. 

and  the  Rev.  J.  Berry  Secretary.  In  the  following 
year  Mr.  Prime  was  appointed  Tieasurer,  and  the 
Rev.  H.  H.  Lawry  Secretary.  From  1S7G  onwards,  the 
repoi'ts  cover  the  operations  throughout  the  whole  of  New 
Zmdand.  In  that  year  the  Rev.  T.  Buddie  was  appointed 
General  Secretary.  For  this  office  he  was  singularly  well 
fitted,  both  from  his  knowledge  of  the  Colony,  his  deep 
interest  in  Church  extension,  his  familiarity  with  the 
Maori  Missions,  and  his  administrative  ability.  Although 
then  a  minister  of  forty  years'  standing,  he  was  still 
active,  alert,  and  vigorous,  and  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  office  with  great  acceptance  up  to  the  time  of  his 
lamented  death  in  1883.  He  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  A.  Reid,  who  served  the  Connexion  in  this 
department  to  the  time  of  his  decease  in  1891.  Mr.  Reid 
had  also  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  Southern 
part  of  the  Colony,  and  was  looked  up  to  by  the  English 
and  Native  ministers  of  the  Maori  Mission  as  a  friend  and 
father.  While  he  had  not  the  organising  faculty  of  his 
predecessor,  he  was  exceedingly  interesterl  in  the  work, 
and  his  annual  reports  were  models  of  condensed 
composition  and  pointed  appeal.  In  1892  the  Rev.  W.  Lee 
was  appointed  as  Mr.  Reid's  successor,  and  discharged  the 
duties  of  the  office  with  diligence  until  his  removaJ  from 
Auckland  two  years  later.  Since  1894  the  work  has 
devolved  upon  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Williams.  The  work  is 
exceedingly  onerous,  and,  recent  resolutions  of  the 
Conference  putting  upon  the  Executive  Committee  the 
duty  of  deciding  as  to  the  agents  to  be  employed  and 
stations  to  be  occupied,  involves  a  considerable  amount  of 


Special  Work  of  the  Fund. 

In  the  years  1875  and  1S76,  there  was  a  considerable 
immigration  of  Scandinavians  to  the  Colony,  Norwegians, 
Danes,  and  Swedes,  but  cluetly  the  former.  They  settled 
almost  exclusively  in  the  Wellington  and  Hawke's 
Bay  Piovinc(»s.  Special  grants  of  land  wei*c  made  to  them 
in  the  then  bush  districts  of  Mauriceville,  Norsewood, 
Danneviiko,  and  Palmerston.  Many  of  them 
Lutherans,       but 

some     had     Invn  

accustomed  to  at- 
tend the  Mission 
services  of  the 
Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in 
their  own  country. 
The  Rev.  Edward 
Nielsen,  a  young 
Norwegian,  who 
had  been  con- 
verted and  admit- 
ted as  a  proba- 
tioner of  the 
MethodistChurch 
in  Christiana,  felt 
so  deeply  for  their 
spiritual  necessi- 
ties that  on  his 
own  responsibility  j 
he  followed  them  l  ■  .  —  . 
W)  New  Zealand.  ^.^^  j.  j^,.^^^^ 
After     visiting  Scandinavian  Minititr. 
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T.    BUDDLB    IN    1866.— T/ie   firnt 
eeretary  of  the  HoweMii'fiion  Fund. 


Da  settlements,  he  took  up  his  xesidence  at 
rioeville^  travelling  to  the  other  places  where  his 
^mcn^  lived,  and  preached  to  them  as  he  was  able. 
Conferaice  assisted  him  and  his  people  bj  yearly 
M  towards  his  support.      Eventually  it   was  found 

necessary  to  engage 
other  agents  also,  and 
the  Rev.  Otter  Chris- 
tofferson  was  re- 
ceived and  ordained, 
while  Mr.  Edward 
Ohristoifei-son  was 
also  employed  as  a 
Home  Missionary. 
The  Rev.  J.  S. 
Smalley,  who  was 
then  stationed  at 
Napier,  finding  there 
were  a  large  number 
of  Scandinavians  in 
and  around  the  town, 
pluckily  learned  the 
language,  and  con- 
ducted an  aftern<x)n 
service  fur  tliem  "  in 
their  own  tongue  in 
which  they  were 
born."  Churches 
erected  at  Maurice  ville,  Norse  wood,  and  Makarotu, 
parsonages  built  at  the  two  former  places,  whilst  in 
8  services  were  held  in  the  ordinary  churches.  From 
to  1898  the  Home  Mission  Fund  expended  no  loss 
£1277  on  this  undertaking.  The  youn;;(;r  generation 
of  course,  all  learned  English,  and  now  attend  the 
ary  services. 

e  of  the  ditficulties  of  Church  Extension  is  found  to 

M  erection    of    residences     for      ministers    in    new 

ots.     To  stimulate  local  activity   in   this  respect   it 

igreed,  on   the  initiation  of  the  Fund,  to  grant  £')0 

rds  the  erection  of  each  Parsonage,  the  plans  of  which 

approved,    and    £50    more    towards  furnisliing    the 

This   regulation   continued    in    force  for    thirteen 

,  and  during  that  time  £2475  were  thus  voted,  nmch 

B  advantage  of  the  ministers  and  circuits.     Sites  for 

ihes  in  newly-settled  districts  also  became  a  matter  of 

rtance,  and  for  the  acquisition  of  these  during  the  ten 

ending  1888,  £203  were  e.xpended.     Many  of  the 

I  which  are  now  independent  and  flourishing  cliurches 

ircuits  thus  received  help  during  the  early  days.     In 

and  1894  the  sum  of  £114  was  paid  for  the  printing 

le   Revised   Maori   Service  Book,  but  this  is  being 

ded    from   the  proceeds    of    sales.     It    was    found 

sary  to  make  pecuniary  provision  for  the  training  of 

nts  for  the  ministry,  and  in   default  of  any  other 

e  of  income,  this  also  was  made  a  charge  upon  the 

0  Mission  Fund.     During  twenty  years,  from  1873  to 

no  less  than  £8578  12s.  7d.  were  expended  in  this 

Since  1893  the  Fund   has   been   relieved   of  this 

;e  by  the  Probert  bequest. 


Donations  and  Legacies. 

the  year  1880  Mr.  T.  Emsly,  a  Yorkshireman,  who 
ormerly  resided  on  the  Kaipara  during  Mr.  Buller's 
onary  labours  there,  but  had  returned  to  England, 
M>  Mr.  Boiler,  in  remembrance  of  his  New  Zealand 


experiences,  the  sum  of  £1000.  This  has  been  invested, 
and  the  interest  is  applied  yearly  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  donor.  In  the  year  1884,  the  family  of  the 
late  Rev.  T.  Buddie  honoured  his  memory,  and  worthily 
commemorated  his  work  by  a  special  donation  of  £200. 
In  1887,  a  legacy  of  £300  was  received  from  the  estate  of 
Mr.  Hammett,  of  Kaiapoi,  which  has  also  been  invested* 
Special  donations  of  £25  and  £50  were  also  received 
during  that  and  the  following  year  towards  the  ordinary 
income.  In  1888  there  appeared,  under  the  head  of  the 
Wanganui  District,  a  donation  of  £200  from  **  a  friend  of 
missions.''  It  is  an  open  secret  that  this  was  the  gift  of 
the  late  Rev.  O.  Stannard.  From  the  Jubilee  Fund  of  the 
Church,  in  1891,  the  sum  of  £1000  was  appropriated  to 
this  Fund,  and  in  1898  a  legacy  of  £1000  was  received 
from  the  late  Mr.  J.  Prober t's  estate.  These  sums  are 
also  invested,  the  stipulation  of  Mr.  Probert  that  the 
income  of  his  bequest  be  devoted  to  Home  Mission  work 
in  the  Auckland  Province,  being  respected.  Home 
Mission  stations  are  usually  worked  by  lay-agents. 


Present   Position. 

The  income  of  the  Fund  is  now  derived  from  the 
following  sources  :~(1)  Rent«  of  Connexional  properties 
originally  obtained  for  Maori  Missions  ;  (2)  interest  on 
investments,  legJicies  and  donations  as  above ;  (3)  ordinary 
contributions  from  churches  and  circuits  ;  and  (4) 
miscellaneous.  There  has  also  been  established  during  the 
past  five  yeais  a  Birthday  League,  the  members  of  wliich 
contribute  a  small  amount  yearly  on  their  birthday, 
through  the  Corresponding  Secretary.  The  income  for 
1898  was— From  circuits  £1722  28.  7d.  ;  Connexional 
prop(^rties,  £44G  lis.  6d ;  interest  on  investments, 
£222  15s.  Id.:  Birthday  League,  £100  I9s.  8d;  Maori 
service  books  sold,  i'lG  18s.  6cl.  The  expenditure  of  the 
same  ve^ir  was  -  Debtor  balance  brought  forward, 
£820  7s.  lOd.  :  Maori  Missions,  £898  4s.;  grants  to 
seventeen  Home  Mission  Stations,  £268  58.  ;  grants  to 
thirty-nine  aided  circuits,  £920  13s.  8d.  ;  special  items, 
£182  18.S.  ;  and  general  working  expenses,  printing,  <kc., 
£212  Is.  .5d.  ;  makin.i,'  a  total  of  £2808  9s.  lid.  The 
recent  rapid  extension  of  settlement,  and  adjustments 
necessary    in    connection     with     Methodist    union,     have 
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ed  a  soinewliat  hoavy  strain  upnn  tlio  P'uiul,  but 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  Churches,  seoiii«^  tiie 
tage  derived  from  its  workiri*^,  will  supply  the  amount 
ary    from     time    to    time.       Already,    durinj^    the 

twenty-four  years  of 
its  history,  not  only 
has  the  annual  in- 
come been  forthcom- 
hiuf,  but  on  two 
different  oeeasinns, 
special  effoits  have 
been  made  to  sup- 
plement it.  Tn  1.S79 
iMII.'J  was  specially 
subscribed,  and 
i'Tin  in  1S97,  to 
me«^'t  accumuhited 
deficiencies. 


J.  H.  Flktcmkk,  Fir 
HVWfj/  College. 


>/   /', 


luiL 


Working  of  the 
Fund. 

The  receipts  and 
expenditure  are  an- 
nually i-eviewed  by 
a  spet.'ial  Committee 
of  ministers  and  lay- 
men,re|)iesentinf,'th(» 
whole  Colony  at  the 
yearly  Conference. 
This  Committee  also 
expenditure  for  the 
s    of    Conference     an 


•es  estimates  of  income  and 
s^  year.  I)uring  the  int^M-val 
ti^e  Committee*  is  appointed,  which  holds  re^ulai 
igs  in  Auckland.  For  the  present  year  the  Connnit  tee 
ts  of  theOeiu  ral  and  Financial  Se<'retaries  the  llev. 
Williams  and  Mr.  Prime  -the*  Correspondin;;?  Sc cre- 
hc  resident  ministers  of  the  *Au<'kland  and  Manuk;iu 
is,  with  Messrs.  Kdson,  Ilobbs,  J.  L.  Wilson, 
Idle,  McMaster,  V.  A.  White,  (1.  A.  P.uttle,  Mason, 
en,  Ambury,  Cau«j;he\',  Parker,  Heron,  W.  S.  Allen, 
ng,  Ounson,  and  Wlieeler.  Committees 
Iso  appointed  in  the  several  circuits  to 
tlie  funds,  and  the  Connexion  is  mucli 
eil  to  these,  and  to  thos«»  friends  who 
their  direct  ion  collect  amiual  subscriptions. 


PRINCE  ALBERT  COLLEGE. 

m  1^4')  to  l.SoO,  the  Missionaries  in  New 
id  were  <;reatly  concerntMl  about  the 
:i(m  of  their  childrc^n.  All  the  towns  wer(^ 
and  educational  faciliti(»>  were  almost 
Their  stations  were  at  lon.i^  distanc(»s  from 
ntres  of  population,  and  their  stipends  did 
llt)w  of  any  large  expenditure,  even  sup- 
;  schools  had  been  availaVjle.  They  saw 
Kiys  and  girls  growing  up  without  training, 
»veie  anxious  for  their  future.  The 
•naries  in  Fiji,  the  Friendly  Tsles,  and 
^  were  in  a  like  pre<licament,  and  even  in 
dia  the  ministers  had  great  (iitliculty  in 
*  suitable  schools.  It  was  obvious  that 
y  were  to  continue  in  the  AFission  field 
neans  must  be  devised.     The  New  Zealand 


brethren  confided  their  dillicullies  to  the  Kev.  Walter 
Jjawry,  General  Superintend(Mit.  A  bold  and  original  plan 
was  conceived  and  matured  by  him.  Tt  was  before  the 
dayj?  of  limit^»(l  liability  companies,  but  it  was  res()lv(*cl 
to  form  a  proprietary 
school  or  college,  all 
the  Missionaries  be- 
coming proprietoi^s, 
and  each  share  repre- 
senting jeoO.  The 
idea  commended  it- 
s(»lf  very  thoroughly 
to  those  interested. 
At  a  District  Me(»t- 
ing  held  in  Fiji,  in 
Sej>tembtM',  IS  17,and 
at  which  Mr.  Lawry 
presifled,  a  series  of 
resolutions  were 
passed  with  gi'cat 
unanimity  approving 
of  the  plan,  and 
<leclaring  their  satis- 
faction that  Auck- 
land should  be  the 
place  where  it  was 
to  be  located.  They 
also  express^Ml  their 
j)leasure  that  their 
childrt^n  would  be 
under    the     can*     of 

Mr.  Lawry,  arid  expressed  the  hope  that  now  tlu'V 
themsehes  would  be  jible  t«>  remain  much  l«>ngei"  in  the 
Mission  Held.  They  further  re«|uested  the  Missionary 
Connnittee  in  Kngland  to  furnish  the  necessary  school 
a}>})aratus,  jin«l  to  appoini  a  suitabh*  ministei-  to  take 
charge  ot"  the  college,  and  to  assist  in  its  maintenance 
by  voting  a  sum  of  1*1  OD  per  annum  for  the  first 
two  years.  The  ('oinmitt<M'  in  Kngland  approved  of 
the  prop«»sal,  and  the  way  beinic  thus  cleared,  the  work 
was  eornmenccij. 


Mr.n.    J.    H.    Fr.KTCUKK. 
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Wesley   Colles:e 

was  the  result.  In  1848  the  excellent  and  commanding 
site  in  Upper  Queen  Street,  part  of  which  is  still  held, 
was  obtained,  seven  original  town  allotments  containing 
eight  and  a  half  acres  being  acquired.  It  was  purchased 
in  two  lots,  the  first  costing  £482,  and  the  second  £500. 
The  building  first  erected  was  plain  and  substantial,  with 
no  architectural  pretensions.  According  to  modern  ideas 
the  space  for  schoolrooms  and  dormitories  was  somewhat 
confined,  but  fifty  \-ears  ago  they  were  content  with  much 
less  in  that  respect.  The  work  was  so  thoroughly  cariied 
out  that,  when  forty-seven  years  after  the  buildings  came 
to  be  examined,  they  were  found  t(»  be  as  substantial  as 


ministry  was  designated  for  this  post,  for  which  his  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  education  and  his  sympathy  with  young 
people  eminently  fitted  him.  He  arrived  in  the  Colony 
with  his  life-long  friend,  tlie  Rev.  A.  Reid,  in  April, 
1849.  By  that  time  the  buildings  had  been  commenced, 
and  Mr.  Lawry,  reporting  Mr.  Fletcher's  arrival,  said: 
"  Glad  should  I  be  could  you  see  our  fair  prospects  and 
beginnings.  Our  school  buildings  are  at  the  wall  plate, 
but  some  time  will  be  required  before  getting  Mr.  Fletcher 
fairly  underway.  No  time  further  shall  be  lost."  It  wa** 
formally  opened  in  January,  1850.  High  expectations 
had  been  cherished  of  its  usefulness,  and  tln^re  seemt'd 
every  prospect  of  their  fulfilment.     Writing  in  July,  1S.')0, 


t'RiNCE  Albert  College,  (^t.vex  Street,  ArcKLAxn  (Boys'  College). 


when  completed,  and  reported  to  be  good  for  a  hundred 
years  to  come.  Tl:e  entire  cost,  including  loan,  was 
something  over  £8000.  The  ^Fissionary  Society  supplied 
a  certain  quantity  of  bedding,  etc.,  for  it  was  necessary 
that  it  should  be  a  boardini'  school. 


The  First  Principal 

was  the  l{ev.  Joseph  H.  Fletcher,  of  whom  we  are  glad  to 
present  a  portrait.  He  was  himself  the  son  of  a 
Missionary,  and  was  Iwrn  in  the  West  Indi(?s.  After 
being  educated  in  the  Cormexional  School  in  England,  he 
adopted    the    teaching    profession,    and   on   entering   the 


^[r.  Buddie  says  :  "  You  will  he  glad  to  hear  that  the 
seminary  for  our  .NFissionaries'  children  is  doing  wf-ll  unde^' 
Mr.  Fletcher.  We  are  much  pleased  with  hitn  as  a  very 
suitable  man  for  the  position,  and  he  appears  very  happy 
in  tiie  work.  During  the  year  there  has  been  a  gcMwl 
work  among  the  children.  >Several  of  them  have  prof (»sse<l 
to  lind  peace  with  God.  For  Mr.  Marsden's  present  of  a 
patent  washing-machine  for  the  use  of  the  school,  we  are 
very  thankful.  We  need  many  articles  for  domestic 
and  school  purpos(\s  not  to  be  got  here  but  at  great  cost, 
which  I  doubt  not  that  some  of  our  friends  at  Home  could 
easily  supply  if  they  got  a  gentle^hint  on  the  subject." 
The  last  two  sentences  show  that  eccmomy  was  netnied  in 
the  management,  and   that  though   it  was  a  proprietary 
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scliDol,  tlie  proprietors  needed  help  from  outside.  It  was 
a  school  for  girls  and  boys  both.  They  came  from  nearly 
all  the  Mission  Stations  of  New  Zealand,  from  Fiji,  and 
from  Australia.  Day  pupils  were  also  taken  in  Auckland, 
and  not  a  few  of  the  citizens  were  glad  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  training  thus  afforded  for  their  children.  Holidays 
were  infrecjuent,  as  th«;  larger  number  of  the  children  camii 
from  ]Mission  Stations  at  a  distance,  and  travelling  was 
fatiguing  and  expensive.  Only  one  real  holiday  in  the  year 
was  given-  -in  the  suiimier.  It  had  been  anticipated  that  in 
adilition  to  the  secular  training,  great  benefit  would  accrue 
to  the  young  people  through  being  under  the  care  of  one 


England  for  a  constant  supply  of  Missionaries  for  the 
Islands  of  the  Pacific,  and  you  will  be  able  to  spread  your 
funds  over  a  wider  area."  Eight  months  later  the 
Missionary  Report  states  that  nearly  seventy  children 
were  in  attendance.  It  stea<lih'  progressed,  and  at  one 
time  the  fees  received  were  £li\)0  per  quarter.  This  for  a 
community  the  size  Auckland  then  was,  was  clearly  a 
success.  Mr.  Fletcher  c<mtinued  in  charge  until  the  end 
of  \^i')i^  when  his  health  obliged  him  to  resign  the 
(Jovernorship,  though  h(»  continued  as  Head  Master  for 
another  year,  rr?siding  ('Isewhere.  He?  w^as  succc^eded  by 
the  Rev.  R.  B.  Lyth,  M.I).,  a  returned  Fijian  Missionary, 


Princk  Albkrt  College,  Qi*een  Strket,  Atcklano  (Girls'  Colleoe). 


of  their  own  ministers.  Thus  Mr.  Buddie  writes  in 
October,  1^51  :  "The  formation  of  this  institution  has 
been  a  great  relief  to  many  minds,  as  we  can  now  secure 
for  our  children  a  thorough  Wesleyan  training  in  connection 
with  a  .sound  English  education,  nor  are  our  labours  in 
vain.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the 
chihh'en  really  fear  Ood,  and  some  enjoy  His  favour  and 
walk  in  the  light  of  His  countenance.  T  cannot  but 
indulge  thf  hope  that  some  t)f  these  interesting  youths 
will  rise  up  to  carry  the  Oospel  to  the  regions  beyond.  If 
the  Ijord  but  pour  His  Spirit  upon  them,  as  I  am  sure  He 
will  in  answer   to  prayer,  we  shall  not  have  to  look  to 


who  was  appointed  Governor  and  Chaplain,  while  ^he 
Rev.  W.  Fletcher,  15. A.,  a  y<.unger  brother  of  the  first 
Principal,  became  the  Head  Master.  Mr.  W.  Fletcher 
was  appointed  as  a  Missionary  to  Fiji  in  thf»  beginning  of 
1851,  and  a  temporary  arrangcjment  as  to  the  teaching 
staii"  was  made.  During  these  seven  years  a  considerable 
number  of  pupils  were  in  residence.  Among  them  were 
sens  and  daughters  of  n(»arly  all  the  New  Zealand 
^Missionaries,  with  the  Watsfonls,  Rabones,  Adams', 
Wilsons,  Lyths,  and  Williams',  from  the  Islands,  and 
the  Tuck  fields  and  Egglestons.^  £vuvv\  iVw's\x'A\sv,  "^^NMSife 
all  \o<>k  \mv:\v  \\\V\\  \v.\v\>N  vqc^^V^nIvxw^  Vv>  \N\v^  V\v<.\\\\\x>^  >^^^^^ 
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reeeived  there.  Many  of  them  liave  attained  high 
positions  in  the  Church  and  in  various  professional  and 
business  pursuits.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned 
the  Revs.  E.  I.,  W.  J.,  and  J.  B.  Watkin,  the  Revs. 
J.  H.  and  J.  W.  Tuckfield,  the  late  Rev.  W.  T. 
Rabone,  Messrs.  J.  and  F.  Eggleston,  of  Melbourne. 
Messrs.  T.  Buddie  and  W.  Tliorne,  solicitors,  Auckland, 
and  other  prominent  business  men  in  that  city, 
also  look  to  tlie  old  Wesley  College  as  their  alma 
mater,  while  the  vounc;  ladies  educated  there  are  to  be 
found  now  as  comely  matrons  and  mothers  of  families  in 
various  parts  of  the  Colony  and  (ireat  l^>ritain.  One  is  at 
present  the  wife  of  tlu^  Head  Master  of  the  Wesleyan 
College,  Launceston,  and  another  is  married  to  tlie 
Attorney-General  of  (.Queensland. 


gifted  family)  came  out  from  England  and  took  charge  of  the 
College,  and  conducted  it  for  about  twelveyears.  During  the 
earlier  portion  of  that  time,  his  stipend  was  guaranteed  by 
the  Trustees,  who  received  the  fees.  In  the  later  portion 
he  was  allowed  the  building  at  a  nominal  rent,  while  he 
undertook  the  fina:icial  responsibilities.  The  Superintendent 
of  the  Auckland  Circuit  was  recognised  as  Governor 
and  Chaplain,  and  for  some  years,  to  assist  the 
Trustees,  resided  in  the  College  building.  There  were  a 
few  boarders,  but  the  majority  were  day  scliolars. 
Mr.  Fletcher  was  a  painstaking  teaclier,  but  partly  owing 
to  the  excitement  of  the  Maori  War,  the  school  was  not  a 
large  one  numerically.  Meantime,  several  of  the  original 
proprietors  had  removed  to  England.  In  other  cases  the 
families  had  grown  up.     They  therefore  agreed  to  donate 


Prince  Albkrt  CoLLKiiK  Stakk. 

Days   of   Adversity. 

Owing  in  j>art  to  the  opening  of  other  educational 
establishments,  and  the  r(?moval  of  some  of  the  ministers 
in  the  Islands  to  the  Colonies,  there  came  a  time  when  the 
tide  of  ])ro8i)erity  was  stayed,  and  in  December,  185G,  it 
was  resolved  to  discontinue  tiie  College  as  a  boarding 
establishment  on  account  of  the  embarrassed  condition  of 
the  finances.  It  was  also  agreed  that  on  Dr.  Lyth's 
return  to  England  the  furniture  and  fixtures,  which  were 
the  property  of  thc^  Missionaiy  Society,  should  be  sold  by 
auction.  jVlr.  J.  H.  Fletcher,  who  wjis  then  a  ministc'r  of 
the  Auckland  Circuit,  agieed  to  act  as  H(»ad  Master  for 
the  coming  year.  At  tl  ";  end  of  that  time,  or  shortly 
a/trr,   Mr.   John  Flctohci   (another  brother  of  the  same 


the  College  and  grounds  to  the  Connexion,  and  these  were 
conveyed  to  a  body  of  laymen  as  Trustees,  with  the 
distinct  stipulation  that  they  should  be  used  for  **a 
Wesleyan  seminary  in  Auckland,  or  failing  that,  for  the 
promotion  of  a  college  or  collegers  in  New  Zealand  in 
connection  with  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church."  The 
original  owners  had  received  no  interest  on  their  shares, 
and  now  gave  up  the  principal.  In  connection  with  the 
erection,  a  debt  had  been  incurred  which  amounted  to 
several  hundreds  of  pounds,  and  was  owing  on  mortgage. 
T(»  clear  this  liability,  al>jut  I8G0,  abcmt  half  the  original 
property  at  the  rear  of  the  College  and  also  towaixis 
Symonds  Street  were  sold,  City  Road  being  also  opened. 
Good   prices   were  realised,  and    the  Trustees   were    thu9 
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A}  free  the  property  from  debt.     After   Mr.   John 
ici*'»  retirement  the  history  was  diversified.     For  pait 

time  the  buildings  and  grounds  were  rented  to  the 
and  Board  of  Education,  and  a  Girls'  School  was 
cted  there  by  Mr.  Neil  Heath.  Mr.  Heath  was  an 
jnt  teacher,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance  ;  so 
rhile  it  was  not  distinctively  a  Wesleyan  College,  it 
erving  the  public  and   promoting  education  in  the 

Subse((uently  it  was  leased  to  Dr.  McArthur,  who 
cted  a  Boys'  School.  The  revenue  received  was 
lly  husbanded  by  the  Trustees,  and  considerable 
were  voted  to  Connexional  pur])oses.  When,  in 
it  was  decided  to  re-open  the  Three  Kings  College 
aori  students,  but  with  a  special  branch  for  the 
ig  of  English  stmlents  for  the  ministry,  the  Trustees 
Bsley  College  voted  £750  towards  the  fitting  and 
hing.  For  sixteen  years  afterwards  they  paid  the 
I  sum  of  £V2^y  tlu'reto,  and  in  IS9l>  made  a  special 
f  £200  more  towards  the 
k-ements,  thus  con tri but- 
all  about  £^000  to  lli.il  ^ 
ition. 


i  New  Beginning:. 

mtirae,  the  Church  in 
Zealand  became  dissatis- 
with  the  arrangement. 
yan  Colleges  had  been 
ishcd  in  all  the  otlur 
B8,  and  in  some  of  tliom, 
y  South  Australia,  luul 
jxceedingly  successful.  It 
:hought,  therefore,  that 
he  premises  alrejMJy  held, 
1  such  an  excellent  posi 
another  start  mii^ht  be 
The  Confeience  t)n 
or  four  occasions  conj- 
d  this  matter  to  the 
ion  of  the  Trustees,  but 
Ig  was  done  until  IS  1)2. 
g  that  year  the  then 
nan  of  the  District  an<l 
pal  of  Wesley  College 
sarefully  into  the  matter, 
ed  statistics,  and  called 
ting  of  laymen  likely  to 
it  themselves  in  the 
t.  The  want  of  a  Girls'  School  in  Auckland  was 
ly  felt,  not  only  for  the  residents  in  that  Province, 
40  to  provide  education  for  the?  daughter's  of  persons 
ig  in  the  Islands.  It  was  eventually  resolved  that 
)rt  should  be  made  to  resuscitate  the  College,  and  to 
provision  for  both  boys  and  girls  as  at  the 
ling.  As,  however,  the  Girls'  College  would 
itate  a  separate  building,  it  was  agreed  that  a 
ling  should  be  marie  with  boys  only.  Owing  partly 
removal  of  the  Cliairman  from  Auckland,  the  scheuK* 
[ire  for  a  time,  but  a  committee  sitting  during  the 
^ear,  with  Messrs.  Morley  and  Bull  as  Secretaries, 
fiine<l  that  action  should  b(»  taken.  Applications  for 
ead  ^fastership  were  invited  from  Kngland  and  the 
.68.  On  the  recommendation  of  Drs.  Stephenson  and 
Mr.  Thomjis  Jackson,  M.A.  (London),  was  eventually 
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appointed  to  the  post.  Mr.  Jackson  is  the  son  of  an 
English  Wesleyan  Minister,  and  is  himself  a  local  preacher. 
He  was  for  six  years  Classical  and  English  Master  of  the 
famous  Kings  wood  School,  then  under  the  dii-ection  of 
that  able  educationalist,  Mr.  T.  G.  Osborn.  Afterwards 
he  became  Head  Master  of  Truro  College.  He  arrived  in 
New  Zealand  at  the  beginning  of  1895.  The  Trustees  of 
the  College  had  still  some  few  hundreds  of  pounds  in  hand, 
which  were  appropriated  to  the  furnishing.  In  honour  of 
the  Prince  Consort,  the  name  was  changed  to  Prince  Albert 
College,  and  it  was  opened  for  boys  on  the  12th  February, 
181)5,  with  .'56  scholars,  three  of  whom  were  boarders,  and 
3:3  day  pupils.  A  fillip  was  given  to  the  undertaking,  and 
pecuniary  assistance  afforded  by  making  a  theological 
department  for  the  training  of  English  students  for  the 
ministry  a  part  of  the  College  work — the  students  residing 
in  the  College,  and  their  Mathematical,  Classical,  and 
English  students  being   under   the  direction  of  the  Head 

blaster,  the  charge  of  this 
being  met  by  special  funds  for 
that  purpose.  Mr.  Jackson 
made  an  excellent  impression 
as  a  teacher.  The  numbers 
increased  rapidly,  and  during 
the  year  the  Trustees  felt  it 
imperative  to  make  provision 
for  girls  also.  A  brick  build- 
ing, of  two  stories,  on  the  most 
modern  and  approved  plan,  was 
built  and  opened  in  February, 
1 896,  with  thirty-eight  scholars, 
tme  of  whom  was  a  boarder, 
and  thirty-seven  day  pupils. 
Miss  McKerrow,  M.A.,  of  the 
New  Zealand  University,  was 
appointed  as  the  principal  lady 
teacher,  but  the  whole  was 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
Jackson.  Subsequently  it  was 
found  necessary  to  enlarge  and 
remodel  the  original  building. 
This  was  carried  out  success- 
fully. The  Girls'  College  was 
alvso  enlarged  by  adding  another 
story  thereto.  The  total  ex- 
penditure on  these  objects, 
together  with  a  large  and  well- 
e(|uipped  gymnasium  of  OOft. 
by  30ft.,  wjis  about  £7000. 
Our  illustraticms  of  the  original  • 
Wesley  Collegt*,  and  of  the  buildings  as  they  now  stand, 
will  show  the  improvements  eifected. 


Steady  Pros:re5S  has  been  Made. 

Miss  McKerrow  having  married,  retired  from  her 
position  in  the  Girls'  College,  and  her  place  was  taken  by 
Miss  Emma  Rainsforth,  M.A.  (New  Zealand).  Of  the 
masters  engaged  in  the  early  days  of  the  Colleg(», 
Mr.  F.  W.  Pemberton,  M.A.,  and  Mr.  P>ollard  died.  A 
little  more  than  a  year  ago  Mr.  Stuart  Stephenson,  M.A., 
(Oxford)  was  appointed  .  as  second  mast<M',  and 
Messrs.  P.  Drunnnond,  B.A.,  and  Mr.  1).  McLennan, 
assistpnts.  Miss  Salmond,  B.A.,  Miss  Cruikshank,  M.A., 
and    Miss    K.    M.    Heid    are    also    teachers   v\  ^ksa.  *5^A^ 
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department.  Besides  these,  there  is  a  stafiF  of  visiting 
teachers  for  Freehand  Drawing,  Instrumental  and  Vocal 
Music,  Shorthand,  and  a  Gymnasium  Instructor.  The 
total  number  on  the  roll  for  the  last  term  of  1898  was  232, 
there  being  on  the  boys'  side  twelve  boarders  and  104  day 
pupils,  and  on  the  girls'  eight  boarders  and  108  day  scholars. 
The  management  is  entrusted  to  a  Board  of  Governors, 
consisting  of  three  ministers  and  three  laymen,  appointed 
annually  by  the  Conference,  with  six  laymen  elected  by  the 
Trustees,  and  the  Cliairnian  of  the  District.  The  curriculum 
embraces  all  the  branches  of  a  good  secondary  education.  In 
addition  to  this,  tiie  Bible  is  a  School  Text  Book,  and  class 
instruction  is  regularly  given  therefroin.  "  School  is  opened 
each  morning  witli  the  reading  of  the  Bible,  a  short  address 
of  explanation  and  instruction,  and  prayer.  All  subjects 
of  a  controversial  nature  are  avoided,  and  while  pupils  are 
trained  to  live  honourably  and  be  good,  no  attempt  is 
made  to  j-eeojnniend  any  particular  religious  system. 
Boarders'  Bible  Classes  meet 
on      Sunday      afternoon.        .\ 

branch  society  of  the  Students'  (  " 

Christian  Union  has  been 
formed  on  both  sides  of  the 
College."  Some  of  the  teaehers 
belong  to  other  branches  of 
the  Christian  Church.  A  cadet 
corps  and  the  usual  athletic 
clubs  are  in  connection  with 
the  school.  There  is  also  a 
Literary  and  Debating  Society 
held  weekly,  which  is  open  to 
all  the  pupils  and  to  visitors, 
and  a  school  magazine  is  pub- 
lished. 


The  Secretary. 

Mr.  Thomas  Allen,  the 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Governors,  is  a  son 
of  the  late  Mr.  E.  Allen,  of 
Mount  Albert.  Hs  came  to  the 
Colony  about  forty  years  since. 
As  a  young  man  he  devoted 
himself  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  has  now  a  business  in  Auck- 
land, but  resides  at  Mount 
Albert.  From  childhood  he 
has  been  a  Cimsistent  member 
of  the  Church,  and  has  occu- 
pied every  position  open  to  a 
layman,  except  that  of  local 
rendered  valuable  service 
Connexional  properties,  has  been  elected  a  member  of 
Conference  on  man}^  different  occasions,  and  takes  a 
conspicuous  part  in  its  business  affairs.  He  has  served 
on  School  Connnittees  and  l\oad  Boards,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid  Board  of  the  Auckland 
District.  From  the  starting  of  Prince  Albert  College  he 
has  taken  great  interest  therein,  and  a  large  part  of  his 
time  is  occupied  with  its  business.  Under  the  able 
leadership  of  Mr.  Jackson  and  his  capable  staff,  it  may 
rea.sonably  be  hoped  that  the  former  glories  of  Wesley 
College  will  be  eclipsed,  and  that  Prince  Albert  College 
will  serve  the  Church  and  the  Colony  for  many 
generations  to  come,  by  training  Christian  men  and 
women. 


Mr.  J.  Hekon,  Auckland. 

preacher.       He    has    also 
as      Trustee      of     various 


MISSION    AND   EDUCATIONAL  TRUST  BOARD. 

As  the  larger  portion  of  the  properties  formerly  acquired 
for  Missions  and  Native  education  is  in  the  Auckland 
Province,  a  Board  of  Trustees  located  in  the  City  has  the 
management  of  them.  The  properties  under  their  care 
are — For  Missions — tlie  stations  at  Mangungu,  Waima, 
Newark,  and  Waihou  in  the  Hokianga,  Kaeo,  Whangaroa, 
Mount  Wesley  (Aoroa)  on  Northern  Wairoa,  Whatawhata, 
Te  Kopua,  Raglan,  Aotea,  and  Kawhia,  with  the  ^ite 
originally  granted  for  Native  Church  and  Mission 
purposes  in  Auckland.  On  the  last-named  site  a  house 
was  erected  by  the  Auckland  Circuit  about  thirty  years 
since,  and  on  the  expiration  of  the  lease  it  became  the 
property  of  the  Mission.  Two  others  have  since  been 
erected,  partly  from  the  legacies  received  from  the  Home 
Mission  Fund.  On  Mr.  Gittos's  removal  from  Otamatea, 
the  station  there  was  sold,  and  the  proceeds  have  been 
applied  to  the  erection  of  cottages  on   this  property.     The 

rents  received  from  the  Mission 
Station  properties  are  small. 
Where  possible,  these  are  let 
on  improving  leases,  so  as  to 
bring  in  a  larger  revenue  in 
the  future.  The  houses  erected 
in  Auckland  being  near  the 
centre  of  tlie  City,  and  having 
a  good  outlook,  have  proved  an 
excellent  investment.  After 
providing  for  rates,  insurance, 
and  repairs,  the  Trustees  were 
able  in  181)8  to  vote  the  sum 
of  £i')0  towards  the  erection  of 
a  house  for  a  Native  minister 
at  Hokianga,  and  a  further 
amount  of  J^241  lis.  6d.  to- 
wards the  General  Home 
Mission  Fund.  Mr.  Prime  is 
the  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
and  carefully  watehes  the 
interests  involved. 

The  Trusts  held  for  educa- 
tional purposes  are  those  in 
connection  with  the  original 
Grafton  Road  grant,  the  Three 
Kings  Institution,  and  a  piece 
of  land  at  Waikowhai.  There 
are  also  two  properties  origin- 
ally given  by  the  Natives  to 
the  Church  for  school  purposes, 
one  of  these  being  in  Aotea, 
called  Pakoka,  and  the  other  in  Kawhia,  known  as  Ohaua. 
Mr.  J.  Kelson  has  been  for  many  years  the  efficient 
Treasurer  of  this  department.  He  came  to  the  Colony 
from  his  native  county  of  Yorkshire  about  forty  years 
since.  Having  been  brought  up  in  the  Church,  he  at  cnce 
united  himself  with  its  membership,  and  as  Society  and 
Poor  Steward  in  the  High  Street  Church,  Trustee  of  Pitt 
Street  Church,  and  subsecjuently  of  the  Devonport  Church 
and  Parsonage,  and  Circuit  Steward  there,  has  rendered 
signal  .service.  He  is  one  of  the  most  active  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Three  Kings  property. 

The  senior  Trustee  of  this  body  is  Mr.  James  Heron,  of 
whom  we  are  glad  to  present  a  portrait.  Mr.  Heron  is  a 
native  of  Enniskillen,  Ireland,  and  came  to  Sydney  in 
1841,  where  ho  spent  ten  years,  and  after  a  trip  to  the 
Home   Land,  arrived   in  New  Zealand   in    1855.     As   a 
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r  and  contractor,  he  lias  Jmd  to  do  witli  i]i(»  erection 
ly  public  buildinj^s  in  the  Province.  He  has  always 
a  liberal  supporter  of  tlu»  Church,  and  an  active* 
v  of  several  of  iti*  properties.     He  wjis  fii-st  appointed 

a  member  of  the 
Educational  Trust 
more  t  han  forty 
years  since,  and  is 
^^    ^m^^^  now   the  only  sur- 

^B^^^^^^^^^\  of 

^    ^^^^fc-  1  the  ori«:inal  Uoard 

who  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  manage- 
ment. Tlie  ctil- 
leaj^ues  of  Mr. 
Ivlsnn  Jin<l  Mr. 
Ifernti  are  Messrs. 
Prime,.!.  L.Wilsnii, 
W.  Hohhs,  T. 
IJuddle,  T.  Allen, 
T.  McM  aster,  (I. 
Wilisluiie,  S.  J. 
Amhmy,  P.  H. 
Mmsoii.  a.  ( '.  Caiii,'- 
hev.  K.  A.  While, 
\V.  11.  Smith.  \V. 
(lunstm.  W'.'riinrne 
and  ('..  A.  liutlle. 
With  lliesr  are  as 
0<1  the  ministers  t»f  the  Pitt  Street  Ciieiiit,  and  the 
man  of  the  Distriet.  Thev  de\ote  ennsidi'iahle  time 
'ir  duties,  and  manajL,'(»  the  atVairs  (»f  the  Tni^t  with 
care,  .\fter  providing  fm-  »'\penditure,  for  up  keep. 
insurance*,  and  repairs,  tliey  \ote<l  to  the  maint«*nan.-e 
J  Three  Kini^'s'  (\)llei;e,  in  IS'.'S,  the  sum  nt"  no  less 
£704  4s.  lid. 

*sley  Ci^llege,  at  Thre*'  Kind's,  is  under  the 
gement  of  a  committee  appointed  annually  hy  the 
'rence.  Pin-  the  pn'sent  year,  it<  mi'ml»rs  art*  th<' 
ters  of  the  Auekland  and  Manukau  Circuits,  witii  the 
eesof  the  property.  Of  this  commit  lee,  Mr.  NN'.  (lun^nn 
[>  Treasurer.  He  arrived  in  Am-kland  in  liie  year 
and  has  n-sided  there  uninterrupttMlly  eNer  sinci-. 
b  once  conm^cted  himself  \\ith  the  PiiL  Sir«'el  (Miurih, 
licli  he  is  a  Trustee.  Por  oxer  twentv  yeais  he  was 
2tive  worker  in  the  Sumlay  school  there,  and  has 
tly  .served  as  Circuit  Steward.  Of  .M^'lhodi^i 
■tage,  and  int«'Ili;;ently  attacluMl  to  the  polity  of  the 
ch,  he  serves  its  interests  in  various  ways.  The 
J.  H.  Sinnnonds,  of  whoir.  a  portrait  a}»pears  on 
llo,  is  in  th(»  fifth  year  of  his  appointment  as 
:ipal.  A  native  of  the  N«'lson  Province,  he  entered 
Ministry  in  the  Colony,  an<l  after  two  years  in 
:ato  was  appointed  to  the  Piji  ^Mission.  After  thre(» 
'  service  there,  failing  health  compelled  him  to  return 
pw  Zealand,  and  for  twenty  one  years  he  was  engaged 
•cuit  work  in  Wellington,  Canterbury,  and  Auckland 
inces.  He  is  studious  in  his  habits,  a  close  and 
^htful  reader,  carefully  condenses  what  he  has  to  say, 
jpeaks  with  great  pre<-ision.  He  is  greatly  interested 
ucation,  and  his  aptitud<»  as  a  teacher  and  musical 
help  him  greatly  in  the  position  he  occupies.  The 
iditure  in  connection  with  the  Three  Kings  College^ 
le  past  year  (ISOS)  was  i;7i>l.  As  we  write,  we  are 
to  lu*ar  that  the  number   of  Native  stiulents  is  now 


larger  than  it  luis  b(M»n  for  some  years  pa.»«t ;  twenty-five 
l)eing  in  residence,  and  also  that  luoi'e  satisfactory  progress 
is  Ijeing  made. 

THE    PROBE RT  TRUST. 

The  late  Mr.  John  Probert  came  to  Auckland  in  the 
very  early  days  of  the  colony.  He  wjis  a  shrewd, 
hard-working,  an(i  far-seeing  man.  While  working  at  his 
trmle  as  a  carpenter,  h(»  saw  the  probabiliti<»s  of  colonial 
development.  Of  very  frugal  habits,  and  always  living 
economically,  h(*  was  able  to  invest  his  savings  in  property. 
These  properties  gradually  incr(»a.sed  in  valu(»,  and  in  the 
course  of  years  he  became  a  wealthy  man.  He  had  no 
family  of  his  own,  but  on  various  occasions  aided  his 
relatives  in  a  very  substantial  manner.  From  the  first  he 
was  a  consistent  Church  mend)er,  and  a  regular  attendant 
at  the  services,  but  never  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  the 
Chui'ch  business.  He  was,  however,  one  of  the  original 
contributors  towards  the  erection  of  Pitt  Strec^t  Church, 
and  a  subscriber  to  the  Debt  Liipudation  Fund.  From 
the  time  of  its  erection  he  was  an  attendant  then*,  and 
latterly  a  Trustee.  On  two  or  three  occasions  he  gave 
special  subs<"riptions  to  the  Home  and  Foreign  Mission 
Fund.  In  mid  life  he  was  able  to  give  uj>  business,  and 
for  many  years  resided  in  a  modest  cottage  at  Newton, 
occupying'  himself  with  the  management  of  his  j)roperty. 
Always  a  reticent  man,  and  living  in  a  very  <piiet  way, 
Ncry  few  had  any  i«lea  of  his  p«)ssessions.  He  was  withal 
a  man  of  definite  views  and  opinions,  and  not  likely  to  be 
inlluence<l  by  others.  Obviously,  howevei",  hi?  was  deeply 
intei-ested  in  the  extension  of  religion,  and  on  his  de<'i*ase 
it  was  lound  that  by  far  the  gre.itei  pari  of  his  property 
had  been  left  to  tin' Church  with  which  he  had  been  so 
long  identilied.  In  his  will,  dat(»d  iMkh  June,  ISIM),  aft<?r 
providing  an  annuity  for  his  wi«low,  legacies  were  left  to 
relatives  and  friends  lo  the  amount  of  £r),7tH).  l;")tM)  were 
also    i^iven    lo   the  ^'oung    .Men's   Christian  ANSociation  of 
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Auckland.  He  then  be(|ueathe<l  the  sum  of  .£1000 
towards  Home?  ^^issk)ns  in  the  Auckland  Province,  and 
the  sum  of  .4*1000  towards  tlio  Wesleyan  Foreign  Missi(»n 
Fund  for  extension  in  New  Guinea.  The  remainder  of 
his  estatt^  (real  and  personal)  wfis  left  upon  Trust  for  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  \ew  Zealand  "  in  or 
towards  the  benefit,  advancement,  and  support  of  any  Wes- 
Ii^yan  Theological  and  Training  Institution  in  the  Provincial 
District  of  Auckland."  Messrs.  T.  Buddie,  F.  Phillips, 
and  R.  Froude  (a  nej)hew  of  Mrs.  Prober t)  were  the 
executors.  Mr.  Proberl  died  on  the  25th  July,  1S90,  and 
Mrs.  Pn)b(Mt,  in  November,  l.Sl):{.  After  the  payment 
of  a  considerable  sum  to  the  Government  by  way  of 
legacy  duty,  it  was  found  that  then^  would  be  a  sum 
of  about  £12,(^00  avail:il)lc  for  carrying  out  th(»  testator's 


Rev.  G.  Buttle.  He  has  been  hrou^Iit  up  in  tlie 
Auckland  Province,  and  in  his  occupation  as  a  s^iare- 
broker  is  necessarily  acquainted  with  financial  affaire. 
Mr.  S.  J.  Ambury  came  to  the  Colony  about  eighteen 
years  ago,  since  which  time  he  has  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Pitt  Street  Church,  Superintendent  of  the  Momin<; 
Sunday-school,  and  Trustee  of  various  Conuexional 
properties.  W^e  are  glad  to  be  able  t^)  present  their 
portraits.  The  ministerial  members  of  the  Trust  are  the 
Revs.  W.  Ix^e,  H.  Hull,  W.  J.  Williams,  and  W.  Morley, 
who  have  all  had  a  lengthened  experience  in  the  Colony. 
During  the  six  years  that  they  have  held  the  Trust  tlu- 
sum  of  t*2,.')^i0  has  been  voted  towards  the  maintenance 
and  training  of  theological  students  at  tlur  Three  Kincs 
and  at    Prince   Albt'rt   Collegt^s.     The  TrusttH»s  have  the 


Mr.  G.  a.  BiTTLK. 


Mr.  T.  Bumjlk. 


Mr.  J.  Ei)s«)N. 


evidently  long-cherished  intention.  The  Conference 
resolved  that  this  estate  should  be  managed  by  a  Board  of 
Trustees,  ccmsisting  of  four  ministers  and  four  laymen. 
The  lay  Trustc^es  originally  appointe<l,  and  who  are  still 
acting,  are  gentlemt^n  who  command  the  entire  confidence 
of  the  Church.  Mr.  J.  Edson  has  long  been  identified 
with  the  management  of  Trust  properties  in  and  around 
Auckland,  and  therefore  is  well  (lualitied  to  act. 
Mr.  T.  Huddle,  the  s(>conrl  son  of  th(»  late;  Rt»v.  T.  Jhiddle, 
is  a  solicitor  of  standing  in  the  City.  He  has  from  early 
manhood  been  ji  Trustt»e  and  St<*ward  in  the  Church,  an<l 
is  able  to  julvise  wist-ly  and  well.  .Mr.  G.  A.  JUittlc  is 
also  a  son  of  the  manse,  being  the  ft)urth  son  (»f  the  late 


hope  that  presently  it  will   be  possibh^ 
Theological  Hall,  U)  be  exclusively  devc 


to  erect  a  Prol>ert 
Theological  Hall,  U)  be  exclusively  dtnoted  to  this  object, 
and  which  will  also  keep  alive  the  name  and  memory  of 
the  testator.  Whetlier  it  takes  that  shape  or  any  other, 
his  splendid  benefaction  will  do  much  for  the  intellectual 
equipment  of  the  ministers  of  the  Church  throughout  all 
time. 


THE    EMSLY  THEOLOGICAL  BEQUEST. 

Mr.    T.     Kmsly,    formc'rly   of     Kaipara    and     hiter 


of 


Hurley-in-Wharfedale,  in  Yorkshire,  whose  gift  of  £1000 
to   the   Home    Mission    Fund    has    already   been    noted, 
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i  by  his  will  the  sura  of  £3000  for  the  benefit  of  the 
'an  Church  in  New  Zealand,  leaving  to  the  Church 

0  decide  to  what  objects  it  should  be  appropriated. 

1  peculiarly  fortunate  that  soon  after  Mr.  Emsly's 
»  Mr.  J.  Edson  visited  England,  and  was  able  to  get 
ttter  settled  without  unnecessary  delay.  Upon  die 
nng  received  in  the  Colony,  the  Conference  decided 
ae-half  of  it  should  be  appropriated  to  an  enlarge- 
of  the  capital  of  the  Church  Building  and  Lcmui 

The  other  moiety  was  directed  to  be  invested  and 
terest  applied  for  the  training  of  students  for  the 
r}'.  This  Trust  is  also  composed  of  ministers  and 
I,  the  following  being  the  members — The  Revs.  Lee, 
Williams,  and  Morley,  Messrs.  Prime,  Edson,  Buddie, 
[cMaster.     Two  properties  on    which   money   was 

eventually  became  the  property  of  the  Trust,  and 
m  held — the  one  in  Ponsonby  and  the  other  at 
I  Bden.  It  was  necessary  for  some  years  to  spend  a 
Bimble  sum  on  the  houses  built  thereon.  For  five 
ilb  absorbed  the  revenue,  but  since  the  formation  of 
|iii  the  sum  of  £282  has  been  paid  towards  the 
i  eontemplated.     The   net   revenue   for    1898    was 


£63  198  lOd.  We  r^pret  that  the  only  portrait  of  this 
benefactor  of  the  Church  which  we  have  been  aUe  to 
secure  represents  Mr.  Emsly  in  comparatively  early 
manhood.  Possibly,  however,  it  will  be  more  interesting, 
as  it  shows  him  as  he  was  when  he  resided  in  the  Cdony. 


SUPERNUMERARIES'    AND    MINISTERS' 
WIDOWS'    FUND. 

The  needs  of  ministers  in  their  old  age  and  their  widows 
are  provided  for  by  a  Fund  which  is  the  property  of  the 
whole  of  the  Australasian  Methodist  Connexion.  Certain 
annual  payments  are  required  to  be  made  by  each  minister 
during  his  term  of  service.  The  circuits  also  contribute  a 
fixed  sum  yearly  on  account  of  each  minister  employed. 
The  payments  of  the  Fund  are  on  a  scale  determined  from 
time  to  time  by  the  General  Conference.  The  New 
Zealand  Treasurers  of  this  Fund  also  reside  in  Auckland, 
those  at  present  acting  being  the  Rev.  H.  R.  Dewsbury 
and  Mr.  Tlios.  Duddle,  the  latter  of  whom  lias  filled  this 
officff  for  seventeen  years. 


.j> 
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[.Mb.  T.  Emslt. 
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TJIK  HLSTOllY  OF  MH:THO])rSM  TN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


II.-WANGANUI    DISTRICT, 


^:^(l^ 


E()(;iJAP]IT(\VI.I.V,    W;in<raTiui  is   an    insulliciiMit 

and    scjirrcly  fair  dcsfrijjtioii  of   tliis   Krclcsiaslii-al 

District.     From  iSTo  to  ISSO  it  was  known  as  tlio 

Taranaki   aiwi  Wani^anui    Di^^lricl,  which   was  ccrtainlv  a 

nioiv  oorrctt   (U'sii^nation.      Witliin  the  last   ten  years  tlie 

^n-owtli  in  'J'aranaki  has  ])vi>\i  so  rmiarkahli'  that  retttification 


eoiie,  rises  to  a  heii^ht  of  S,L'SOfl.  above  the  sea-lt?vel.  Its 
Maori  name  was  Taranaki,  hut  Captain  Cook  in  1772 
bestowed  upon  it  its  present  <lesi;rnati<»n  in  honour  of  an 
Ent^lish  Earl  of  that.  name.  This  mountain  determiiu»rj 
the  fjeneral  eharactvr  of  tlie  Prt>\incr,  and  is  one  of  the 
princiiKil  sources  of  its  fertility.     Nearly  the  wliole  of  tho 


Rm  KKATIuN    GkOIM),    XkW    Pl.YMnrTir. 


(Fr<-ni   /;/(.(■/.■  /.•//.'////  }<.inn<f  hi,  t'l.r  Turhixdi  IhilJ,/  X.  .r>  Co.) 


is  more  niu'di'd  than  ev«*r.  The  disti"iet  eom])rises  the 
whole  (»f  the  Taranaki  l*ro\inee  and  the  westr'rn  half  of 
that  of  WclliniTton. 

Th<'  Taranaki  Province  stretches  from  the  Mokau  IJivcr 
to  I'atea,  taking  in  thi»  whole  t>f  the  western  promonliiry 
of  the  North  Island.  Its  «^reat  natural  feature  is  tlie 
eelebiatt'd    Mount  E^jmont,    whieli,    in  an   almost  perfect 


land  is  volcanic.  The  height  of  the  mountain  causes  an 
abundant  rainfall,  an<l  the  meltin.i,'  of  the  snow  further 
feeds  the  numerous  streams,  whieh,  as  they  Iau.i:li  anil 
i^uriile  ti»war<ls  thes-a,  furnish  an  abumlanl  watei-  supply. 
The  western  »»urtion  was  orii^inally  almost  eovered  with  a 
dense  fop'sl,  \\hieh  has  since  pioved  a  hij^lily  marketable 
produet,  an<i  one  of  the  soun-es  of  wealth  to  the  community. 
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awtem  portion  towards  the  aea^  there  are  extensiTO 
tile  plains  and  downs,  which  to<lay  are  occupied 
as  sheop-farmA.  Until  the  year  1858  this  was 
as  the  Province  of  New   Plymouth,    when   the 


with  dense  bush,  which,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Palmerston  North,  has  been  found  to  be  rich  agricultural 
country.  Further  up,  the  country  is  greatly  broken,  but 
still  exceedingly  fertile.  Within  the  past  twenty-five 
years  settlement  has  enormously  increased, 
and  the  flourishing  towns  of  Palmerston, 
Feilding,  and  Marton  attest  the  prosperity 
of  the  settlers  thei-ein. 

Methodistically,  New  Plymouth  and 
Wanganui  are  the  twin  centres,  there 
being  five  Cii*cuits,  one  Home  Mission 
Station,  and  one  Maori  Mission  Station  in 
Taranaki,  and  an  equal  number  of  Circuits 
and  two  Home  Mission  Stations  in  the 
Wellington  portion.  New  Plymouth  is  the 
oldest  settlement,  and,  standing  first  in  the 
district,  naturally  claims  precedence. 


H  OF  TH?  Methodist^ChurcHj'^Courtnev  Strekt,  New  Plymouth 


tive  Council  of  the  Colony  chan<;ed   the  name  to 
kL     In  proportion  to  its  area,  there  is  probably  a 

extent  of  land  suitable  for  cultivation  in  Taranaki 
a  any  other  Province  of  the  Colony.  The  entire 
b  is  9,137,000  acres,  and  of  this  two-thirds  consists 
1  agricultural  land,  suitable  for  close  settlement. 
illy,  there  was  around  Ej^inont  itself  simply  a  frini^e 
I  eountry,  and  behind  that  the  forest.  The  building 
raflway  twenty  years  ago  opened  up  the  forest  land, 
■diich  extensive  clearings  have  taken  place,  and 
;  fMrms,  growing  villages,  and  flounshing  townships 
lir  to  bo  seen  along  its  track.  The  growth  of 
mat  was  slow,  being  retarded  by  the  want  of  a  good 
r^and  by  the  disastrous  and  interminable  disputes 
to -Maoris  about  land  ownership.  Within  three 
bC  the  origin  of  the  settlement,  an  unfortunate 
Doe  of  Governor  Fitzroy  set  aside  an  award  of 
■Doner  Spain  and  obliged  a  large  number  of  settlers 
6 -their  farms.  Many  of  these  went  to  Auckland  to 
n  the  copper-mines  at  Kawau,  and  settled  in  that 
oSl  Upon  the  settlers  fell  also  the  brunt  of  the 
ig  in  the  Taranaki  and  Waikato  Wars.  Many  of 
ftfe  killed  while  fighting  in  defence  of  their  homes 
MTths.  Their  wives  and  children  had  to  take  refuge 
■on,  and  years  passed  before  any  degree  of  safety 
JL  The  population  of  the  Province  at  the  end  of 
iraa  estimated  at  32,721,  having  increased  50  per 
inco  the  census  of  April,  1891.     Long  ago  it  was 

of  as  ''  the  garden  of  New  Zealand,"  and  every 
ore  fully  justifies  the  statement.     It  is  literally  "  a 
>wing  with  milk  and  honey." 
tract  of  country  fronted  by  the  sixty  miles  of  coast 

the  Wellington  Province  belonging  to  the  district 
n  some  of  the  most  fertile  and  most  easily  cultivated 
herein.  It  is  watered  by  the  rivers  Waitotara, 
mui,  Wangaehu,  Hangitikei,  and  Manawatu.  These 
KHD  the  centre  of  the  North  Island,  and  though  not 
Ue  (with  the  exception  of  Wanganui)  for  any 
irable  length,  constitute  a  distingv*ij^ng  feature. 
ho  ooaet  there  are  rolling  downs  kJ«!!!^3A^^^^^®'^ 
ntoL     Then  there  was  a  belt  of  flat  land  covered 


NEW  PLYMOUTH  CIRCUIT. 

In  1839  a  Joint  Stock  Association  was 
formed  in  England  called  the  Plymouth 
Company.  It  had  a  capital  of  £10,000, 
and  the  object  was  to  form  a  special 
settlement  in  Taranaki.  With  this  purpose 
in  view,  the  promoters  agreed  to  buy  from  the  New 
Zealand  Company  50,000  acres  of  land.  The  ships  which 
brought  the  first  immigrants  sailed  from  Plymouth,  and 
the  passengers  were  mostly  from  the  Counties  of  Cornwall, 
Devon,  and  Hampshire.  They  ha<l  been  carefully 
selected,  and  for  several  years  after  the  settlement  was 
formed,  there  was  scarcely  any  serious  crime  amongst 
them.  The  site  of  the  town  had  been  selected  by  the 
conipany\s  surveyor,  Mr.  F.  A.  Carrington.  With  the 
conservatism  of  Englishmen,  and  a  natural  desire  to  retain 
old  associations,  they  called  the  portion  where  they  first 
pitched  their  tents  Devonport — a  name  which  still  lingers 
in  the  recollection  of  a  few  of  the  old  settlers.  For  many 
years,  owing  to  the  lack  of  harbour  facilities  and  the 
ditficulty  of  landing,  New  Plymouth  was  little  more  than 
a  village.  Tt  was  somewhat  primitive  in  its  habits, 
anil  most  of  the  people  had  lived  there  the  greater 
part  of  their  lives. 
The  formation  of 
the  harbour,  the  rail- 
way coming  through 
from  Wellington,  and 
the  development  of 
the  dairying  industry 
have  changed  all 
this.  It  is  now  a 
flourishing  town  with 
a  population  of  4000 
persons,  and  rapidly 
growing.  Consider- 
able attention  has 
been  paid  to  educa- 
tion, and  a  successful 
High  School  is  in 
operation.  The  Re- 
creation Ground,  of 
which  we  present  a 
view,  is  one  of  the 
most  charming  re- 
sorts of  any  town  in 
the  Colony. 


\[L^.'t,^^K\3.. 
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First  Efforts.— A  Missionary  Minister. 

Fortunately  for  the  newly-arrive<i  iininigrants  a 
Missionary  was  on  the  ground,  who  welcomed  them.  The 
Taranaki  Natives  may  he  said  to  have  been  a  people 
"scattered  and  peeled."  In  1831  Te  Wherowhero,  the 
great  Waikato  chief,  le<l  an  army  of  his  braves  into  the 
Province,  with  a  view  of  exterminatin<;  the  residents,  and 
so  taking  vengeance  upon  a  Taranaki  chief,  who  had 
crucified  a  prominent  Waikato  Native  at  his  pah  a  few 
years  before.  A  great  victory  was  gained  l)y  him,  and 
some  hundreds  slain.  He  tlien  laid  siege  to  the  Moturoa 
yW*,    but    this    was    defended    by    ,'550     Xgatiawas.     Six 


landed  on  January  1  kh,  1S41,  and  took  up  his  n^sidemt* 
at  Ngamotu,  wliere  land  for  a  Missi(»n  Station  ha<l  bct'ii 
acquired  by  tapu  a  year  before.  The  first  immigrnnt 
vessel  —  the  WilUam  Bryan  —  arrive<l  on  Marcli  3 Int. 
On  the  following  Sunday  Mr.  Henry  Gilbert,  one  of  tho 
newly-arrived  passengers,  held  service  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Creed.  Mr.  Gilbert  was  an  English  labourer,  quite  a 
young  man,  and  a  local  preacher  of  the  Bible  Christifiri'i. 
On  the  Kev.  II.  Ward's  arriviil,  lie  joined  the  Primitive 
^lethodists,  and  had  his  Cliurch  home  there  until  iiis 
(h^alli  in  ISSi).  C^naint  and  simple  in  sjmm'oIi,  he  was 
greatly  res])ected. 


I  I  NkW    PlYMOITH    QlAKTKR    iJoAKM    ANI>    TrI'STKFS. 


T.M>  How.     C.  Cari.-r.  A.'Arii..hl.  \V.  Aiiiluirv.  I-.  Ash,  r.  \V.  r,.iiikr...lrr.  K.  Ok.\.  V.  \\\\\u  "K.JI  )..\\1. 

\V.  Waltoti.  S.  H.  Whiir.   v..  Vralr.  \\.  U.  W  lini  .     .Snl  l<..w.     I<«\ 

W.  \.  Clliv.    r.  Ch.itt.n..n. 


,  II  '("..ilia: 


|:*1<.  I  hi-i.  i: 


{Pit  fnviiiir  «#r"  Tammtki  lUuhj  Sn 

ul'li<'\v.     ].  \'i  ale.  J.  A-lu  r.   1.  ()k.\.   \.  (>k.  x. 
J.    ll.H.ki  I.   \.  M.H.k.  1.  W    (...Hi-     j.  (.i.ix^..;,. 


Kuropean  tra<hMs  w(»re  also  resi<lent  llu're,  an<i  Tc^ 
Whernwhero's  force  was  <lefeated,  but  thf  b(?si(»g(»(.l  wcvo 
so  weakentMi  by  the  conflict  that  they  forsook  their 
homes  and  joine<l  antttlier  portion  of  th(>  tribe 
in  the  Wellington  Province.  ConstMjuently,  the 
inhabitants  were  few  Gradually  th«'y  returned,  and  in 
Ii^.SS  the  [)istrict  Meeting  reeomnuuided  that  Taranaki 
should  become  a  station.  In  1S.*{I»,  Messrs.  Ironsid(^  and 
Aldretl  were  put  d<nvn  as  ^lissionaries,  and  the  following 
Vi^ar  Messrs.  Watkin  and  Aldred.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
t/if  Rev,  C.  CiviH^  was  the  tirsi  resident  Missionary.     Ho 


Early  Class  Meetings. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  above-nanUMl  MMvie«'s,  the 
Kev.  (\  Crcftl  organise<l  a  Class  Meeting,  which  was  held 
in  his  own  house  near  the  bi'ach.  The  names  nf  tin* 
iiist  members  wt»re  Mrs.  ("j-eed,  William  KdgeroinlK*, 
Henry  Gilbert,  Miss  Putt,  Simeon  Howell,  and  \\\-i  *vitV 
Kli/.al)eth,  and  some  others.  A  little  more  than  a  y<*ar 
later,  this  had  become  so  larg<*  that  it  was  necessjuily 
divided  int^)  ^vf^^  .Mr.  CivcmI  taking  the  male  class  and 
Mrs.  Cri»*'<,l  ■  .v?*"*^^*''*-  -^  Maori  called  Caleb,  con\eri(*<i 
in  tHK'^^tHi^^V  became  "shouting  happy.*'  Subsetjuently 
Mr.  Edgecombe  also  becanu*  a  class  leader. 
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The  First  Church. 

In  1842  a  raupo  church  was  built  in  Brougham  Street, 
where  Mr.  Gilmore's  store  now  stands.  The  Company's 
Agent,  Captain  Liardet,  aided  the  undertaking  by  a  grant 
of  £10.  A  Sunday-school  must  also  have  been  commenced 
in  this  building,  as  Mr.  Creed  reports  an  Anniversary 
Service  in  connection  therewith,  held  on  Easter  Sunday  of 
that  year.  It  was  conducted  in  the  orthodox  style.  Two 
sermons  were  preached  on  the  Sunday,  and  collections 
were  made.  On  Monday  a  tea  meeting  and  a  public 
examination  of  the  children  were  held  in  the  open  air. 
This  was  followed  by  a  public  meeting  in  the  church,  when 
addresses  were  delivered  by  the  Revs.  Creed,  Skevington, 
and  Hoani  Ri  (John  Leigh),  a  Native  Missionary.  The 
latter  is  said  to  have  delivere<l  "  a  most  powerful  oraticm . 
in  favour  of  Sunday-scliools,  wliich  had  an  indcsciibahle 
4  (feet  on   tho  congregation.     At  first,  those  sitting  on  the 


LlARDET  Strekt  CuvKiU,— Inferior. 

bock  seats  arose  to  gaze  on  the  oratoi*.  Others  followed. 
Pr€\sently  every  one  arose  and  remained  standing  until  th(» 
speaker  broke  the  tensif»n  by  resuming  his  seat."  Not 
long  after,  certain  leading  gentlemen  of  the  town  wisherl 
to  hold  an  agricultural  show  in  the  church,  and  on 
Mr.  Crewl's  refusing,  it  was  atHrmed  that  the  church  was 
built  partly  on  the  street  line,  and  must  be  cleared  oft*. 


A  Second  Attempt. 

In  the  District  minutes  of  1^<42,  it  is  said  that  a  sum  of 
£200  had  been  subscribed  by  the  Europeans  in  New 
Plymouth  towards  the  erection  of  a  church.  The  meeting 
recommended  the  English  Committee  to  grant  iSSO 
towards  the  project,  hoping  by  this  means  to  secure  a  site 


and  a  grant  from  the  Government  of  £300  towards  the 
object,  and  also  £100  to  the  Missionary's  support.  This 
well-intentioned  scheme  came  to  naught,  but  in  the 
following  year  a  small  stcme  church,  about  30ft.  by  20ft., 
which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Groubo,  a  Congregational  Minister, 
was  building,  but  was  unable  to  finish,  was  purchased  for 
£80.  Further  sums  were  spent  upon  it,  and  it  became 
the  home  of  the  congregation  for  a  few  years,  and  was 
found  very  comfortable.  It  was  situatt>d  in  Courtney 
Street,  next  to  the  present  residence  of  Dr.  I^tham.  Of 
this  building  we  are  able  to  present  a  sketch. 


Early  Records. 

There  is  in  the  possession  of  the  writer  an  old  manuscript 
register  of  baptisms  and  marriages,  whidi  shows  that  for 
some   years   the    resident  Missionary  was   practically   the 

niinist(»r  of  the  whole  com- 
munity, both  Maoris  and 
Europeans.  Marriages  en- 
tered in  this  book  go  back 
as  far  as  March  28tli,  1841, 
and  among  those  celebrating 
th(?  same  are  the  names  of 
the  l^ev.  C.  Creed,  J.  Skev- 
ington, G.  Buttle,  and  others. 
Among  those  married  in  the 
first-named  year  are  Samuel 
Gregory  Harris  and  Mary 
Jane  Brown.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harris  still  live,  and  are 
members  of  the  Church  in 
Wanganui.  Mr.  Henry  Gil- 
Ix'rt,  the  first  local  preacher, 
was  married  to  Catherine 
Putt  on  October  8th.  Mr. 
Thomas  W.  8hute  and  Ann 
Pote  w.ere  also  married  in 
the  Scame  year.  Their  des- 
cendants are  now  to  be 
found  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Masterton.  The  names 
of  Perr\',  Veale,  and  other 
old  Methodist  identities  are 
also  to  l)(»  found  in  this 
antiquated  record.  Since 
then,  intermarriage  of  mem- 
bers of  the  original  settlers 
families  have  been  frequent, 
and  perhaps  th<M<*  are  f(»w  places  in  New  Z(*alan(l  where 
there  is  so  much  of  the  familv  fe(»ling  as  in  New  Plvmouth. 


Liardet  Street  Church. 

The  excellent  site  now  occupied  by  Church  and 
Parsonage  was  acquinnl  in  \^^)C),  and  tlu^  Church  erected 
in  the  same  year.  It  was  opened  on  October  I'nd  by  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Ironside.  In  1S(;4,  during  the  ministry  of 
the  Rev.  A.  Reid,  it  was  enlaiged  to  double  the  si/e,  and 
a  schoolroom  was  put  under  one  end  of  the  building.  The 
estimated  cost  was  £400,  but  the  actual  amount  spent  was 
over  £700.  Other  enlargements  and  improvements  of  the 
property  at  about  the  same  time  cost  several  hundreds  of 
pounds  more,    the    total    outlay  from   first  to  loAt  Iv^xxn?^ 
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£2000.  Tlie  first  Parsonago  site  of  a  (luarter-aeio,  with 
small  house  thereon,  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  £200. 
Evidently  it  was  not  pahitial.  The  prosent  residence  was 
erected  durincj  the  incumbcMicv  <>f  tlie  R'*v.  W.  J.  VVatkiii 


liAUOTV^CuVHi  U.—  K 'fCiinr 

about  thirty  years'  since,  at  a  cost  of  i'^-")!.).  In  the  latter 
portion  of  Mr.  Reid's  term,  a  pip(»  or«,'an  was  purcliastMJ 
f(»r  the  church  at  a  cost  of  about  £.'i()0.  Sincp  that  time 
the  service  of  song  has  been  a  speciality  in  the^  congre- 
gation, there  being  always  an  excellent  and  wcll-bal.inced 
choir,  with  a  competent  leadtT  and  organist.  Further 
improvements  in  the  property  were  mad(»  in  IS?-^,  at  a  cost 
of  £'250.  This  amount  was  paid  ofFsrvcn  yeais  later.  W'r 
present  a  vi(>w  of  the  interior  of  the  Liardet  Slr«'et  (.'liui'di, 
where  for  thirty  yrars  thr  congregation  worshipp<Ml. 


Circuit  History. 

The  history  of  the  Circuit  has  been  somewhat  chequen»<l. 
The  Native  (listurbances  again  and  again  interfere<l  with 
its  development.  From  187.'3  to  ISSl,  numerous  country 
places  w(»re  visiter!,  services  initiated,  and  churches 
erected,  and  so  the  way  was  prepared  for  tiie  formation  of 
tiie  Waitara  Circuit.  In  1892  a  church  site  in  New 
Plymouth  was  purchased  on  the  South  Road,  one-fifth  of 
an  acre  being  acquired  at  a  cost  of  £(j^j.  On  this,  a  scho«»l- 
church,  of  wood,  to  accommodate  120  children,  was  erecte<l 
at  a  cost  of  £110.  Part  of  this  was  advanced  by  the  Loan 
Fund,  but  has  since  been  j>aid  oiT.  Up  to  IS.'!)^,  the 
English  and  Native  work  was  under  the  charge  of  the  one 
minister,  but  in  1H8.')  Mr.  Ironside  was  appointed  to  the 
Knglisli  department  alone,  and  in  September,  18')7,  the 
first  (Quarterly  M(M»ting  was  held,  the  members  present 
beinir  the  Uevs.  Ironside,  Whitelev,  .and  Messrs.  R.  Rowe, 
N.  *Ho(»ker,  \V.  Edgecombe,  \V.  Collins,  C.  Davy, 
W.  J^  King,  and  others,  who  are  not  named.  From  18G1 
to  iSG.'i,  the  two  branches  of  the  work  were  again 
conjoined.  Those  were  trying  times.  The  War  had 
impoverished  the  peoi)l(».  A  curious  instance  of  this  has 
reccMitly  com*-  into  our  hands.  It  is  a  circular  written  by 
the  Kev.  J.  Whitelev,  asking  for  contributions  towards  a 
debt  of  t'S  <)s.  Sd.,  for  the  payment  of  the  Rev.  Cannell's 
stipt'tid  for  one  month.  Mr.  Cannell  iiad  In'en  sent  as  a 
supply  for  the  Rev.  J.  11.  Fletcher,  who  ha<l  left  New 
Plymouth  at  the  District  ^Meeting.  The  un(iei"standing 
was  that  New  Plyin(»uth  should  pay  Mr.  Fletcher's  stipend 
for  the  (jiiarter,  which  it  did  :  and  Auckland  Circuit  was 
to  provide  the  amount  nec(vssary  for  Mr.  Cannell.  This  it 
failed  lo  do,  hence  th«'  eh*eniosynary  api>eal,  the  success  of 
wlii«'h  is  not  >tair<l.  Wl^'n  peace  wiis  nstoriMl  to  the 
distriet.  tin-  Circuit  grew  strong  and  buoyant,  and  ha"* 
since  had  no  ihiancial  ditlicuUv. 
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Eminent  Ministers. 

Few  circuits  in  the  Colony  have  been  so  favoured  in  tlie 
matter  of  pulpit  supply  as  New  Plymouth.  No  less  than 
nine   ministers,  who  eAch  served  a  full  term  there,  have 


ideas,  strong  convictions,  and  preaches  with  unction  and 
force.  In  the  Thames  Circuit  he  proved  himself  a  capable 
Superintendent,  and  in  the  more  extended  spheie  that  he 
now  occupies  may  be  expected  to  do  good  service. 


LlARI»FT    StRKFT    CfITRC  Ff,    X  R\V     Pr.VMOlTM. 

been  elected  to  the  ollice  of  President  of  tlie  CiJiifcicnce. 
The  people  have  always  been  exceivlini^'ly  friendly.  There 
hiiA  been  pleasant  society,  and  on  the  j)art  of  the 
office-bearers  the  greatest  readiness  to  help,  so  that  the 
appointment  has  been  somewhat  coveted.  The  "silve!- 
tongued  "  Fletcher  went  there  from  Auckland,  and  amid 
all  the  distracticms  of  war  charmed  the  people  of  all 
denominations.  But  it  is  no  injustice  to  a  Umg  line  of 
useful  men  to  say  that  of  all  the  ministers  appointe<l  the 
Rev.  Alexander  Heid  was  the  most  po]»ular.  When  he 
was  appointe<l  in  1865  he  was  in  the  prime  of  manhood. 
His  sermcms  were  models  of  thoughtful  exposition,  and 
deliven.Hl  with  the  utmost  vehemence.  His  fervour  in  the 
denunciation  of  evil,  and  his  stimulating  energy  in  the 
?ommendation  of  good,  riveted  the  attention  of  his  hearers. 
jMr.  Whiteley,  after  a  hard  day's  work  among  the  Maoris, 
preaching  three  or  four  times,  would  ride  back  to  hear  the 
.-'vening  sermon,  and  was  glad  to  stand  and  listen.  Othei  s 
were  equally  impressed.  During  Mr.  Kirk's  term,  the 
circuit  enjoyed  an  almost  continuous  revival,  and  many 
of  those  then  converted  are  still  active  members.  In  188G 
also  there  was  a  great  in-gathering,  under  the  preaching  of 
the  Connexional  Evangelist.  The  present  minister  is  the 
Rev.  S.  J.  Serpell.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Cohmy  of 
Victoria,  an<J  was  converted  in  187G  under  the  preaching 
of  Matthew-  Burnett,  the  Yorkshire  Evangelist  and 
Temperance  Lecturer.  A  year  later,  at  the  invitation  of 
the  Rev.  J.  B.  Smith,  he  began  to  preach,  and  was 
recommended  to  the  ministry  by  the  Charlton  Circuit 
Quarterly  Meeting.  After  spending  six  years  in  Victoria, 
he  was  transferred  to  the  New  Zealand  Conference  in  1891, 
and  has  since  laboured  in  the  Auckland  and  Thames 
Circuits.     He  has  a  robust  intellect,   clear  and  definite 


A   Circuit   Endowment. 

Mr.  P.  Prisk  and  his  wife 
wen;  for  many  yeai-s  consist- 
ent members  of  the  Church. 
They  had  only  one  child,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirteen. 
By  Mr.  Frisk's  will,  a  property 
on  the  Town  Belt  was  left  to 
the  loojd  church,  the  interest  to 
be  applied  to  the  support  of 
^^^■{  the    minister.       Through    his 

^^Bi  benevolence,  a  sum  of  about 

^^M  «£30  per  annum  is  now  realised 

^^M'.  for  this  purpose. 

-J   JM  The  Coast  Mission. 

^'  The  New  Plymouth  Circuit 

has  always  been  interested  in 
the  progress  of  religion  in  the 
settlements  growing  up  around 
it.  Twenty  to  twenty-five 
years  since  it  did  good  service 
in  the  way  of  church  exten- 
sion in  the  Northern  settle- 
ments, and  those  at  the  back 
of  ]Mount  Egmont.  About 
three  yosws  ago  the  Quarterly  ^NFeeting  felt  that  the  time 
had  CMune  f<»r  a  forward  movement  in  the  South.  The 
villages  of  Ualiotu  and  Okato,  thirty  miles  away,  had  been 
visited  by  Incal  i^'eachers  and  services  held  occasionally, 
but  they  neo(Ir(l  more  regular  working  and  pastoral  care. 
Fortunately  a  \ery  suitable  agent  was  found  in  the  circuit 
iisi'If.  Mr.  John  J  I.  White  is  a  Lincolnshii-e  local 
])reaeli(^?",  nnd  was  trainee!  in  the  best  traditions  of  the 
ArethcMJisin  of  that  county.  For  som<'  years  he  was 
employed  as  Kmi- 
i»  r  a  t  ion  Agent 
for  the  New  Zea- 
land Government, 
and  was  successful 
in  sending  out  a 
considerable  num- 
ber of  persons  to 
Taranaki,  where* 
some  of  his  rela- 
tives wen^  settled. 
Eventually  he 
followe<lthem.  He 
has  great  facility 
as  a  speaker,  and 
is  untiring  as  a 
past  o  r.  The 
N  e  w  Plymouth 
Quarterly  Meet- 
i  n  g  purchased 
n(*arh'  four  acres 
in  K.ahotu,  with 
a  small  house 
thereon,  m  \j\v\vi\v 


>\^.  ^  .  \\.  ^WVX'*..— "^^^^^^^  ^W^^A^w-cv-tx^, 
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Mr.  White  resides.  BhorUj  after  his  arrival,  a  church 
was  built  there,  of  which  we  present  two  illustrations.  It 
cost  £210,  and  was  opened  on  January  16th,  1898,  free  of 
debt    The  rostrum  in  that  church  has  a  history.    It  was 


Okato  Church. 

made  more  than  fifty  years  ago  by  the  hands  of  an  eaily 
and  well-beloved  Methodist,  who  loved  "  the  gates  of 
Zion,**  and  in  tho^e  early  days  was  greatly  admired  as  a 
work  of  art.  It  recalls  hallowed  memories.  One  mother 
in  Israel  had  twelve  children  baptised  thereat.  More 
recently  a  site  was  acquired,  and  a  church  built  at  Okato 
at  a  cost  of  £250.  This  supplies  a  long-felt  want  in  the 
settlement,  and  the  outlook  is  promising.  Services  are  also 
held  by  Mr.  White  at  several  schoolrooms  on  the  roads 
leading  up  from  the  beach  towards  MouTit  Egniont  and 
elsewhere.  His  son  and  daughter  travel  every  Sunday 
several  miles  to  conduct  a  Sunday-school  at  Ngariki  Iloacl, 
which  gives  promise  of  success.  A  small  church  is  now  in 
process  of  erection  at  Tataraimaka.  The  contributions  of 
the  people  in  the  Mission  District  are  supplemented  by  a 
grant  from  the  Home  Mission  Fund,  and  also  by  special 
subscriptions  from  New  Plymouth.  The  formation  of  this 
Mission  fills  up  a  gap  between  the  New  Plymouth  and 
Opunake  Circuits. 


The  Whiteley  Memorial  Church. 

In  New  Plymouth  the  zeal  and  energy  of  the  congregation 
have  been  employed  during  the  past  two  years  in  the 
erection  of  a  handsome  new  church,  of  the  exterior  and 
interior  of  which  we  are  able  to  present  illustrations.  It 
had  been  felt  for  some  years  that  a  new  church  was 
needed,  the  Liardet  Street  one  being  inadequate  for  the 
requirements  of  the  growing  town.  On  the  appointment 
of  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Garland,  in  1896,  the  desii'e  took  shape. 
After  some  deliberation,  it  was  i*esolved  that  tho  ol<l 
church  itself  should  be  utilised  for  the  erection  of  a 
Whiteley  Memorial  Hall,  to  be  used  as  a  Sunday-schoolroom, 
with  class-rooms  adjacent.  This  involved  an  expenditure 
of  £450  before  the  church  itself  was  touched.  The 
foundation  stone  of  the  new  church  was  laid  with 
considerable  ceremony  by  His  Excellency  the  Oovernor, 
the  Earl  of  Ranfurly,  on  December  9th,  1897.  The  New 
JPljmautb  people  are  notidng  if  not  patriotic.     They 


believe  in  encouraging  Native  industry,  and  the  trowd 
presented  to  His  Excellency  was  forged  from  the  famon 
Taranaki  Iroosand,  while  the  mallet  accompanying  it  wu 
made  of  the  first  English  oak  grown  in  New  Plymoutlif 
and  whicli  has  been  used  In  manufacture.      As  a  further 
relic  of  old  New  Zealand  days,  a  paper  knife  waa  presented 
to   Lord  Ranfurly,  which  had  been   manufactured  fnum 
wood  taken  from   the  palisade  at  Ruapekapekii^  when  it 
waa  defended  by  Hone  Hek©  in  1846.     The  Premier  wu 
aba  present  on  t.he  occasion.     Attaching  the  name  of  the 
venerated  and  martyred  John    Whiteley  to  the  buiMitif 
aroused  considerable  public  inter^t,  and  on  the  preaentatioa 
of  the   trowel  by   Mr,    Okey,    the   Treasurer,  there  was 
a  flutter  of  ejicitement.        The   fyile   of   two  sectioni  » 
Gover  Street  for  £300  gave  a  staii.  financially.     DiligeiA  ^ 
efforts    were     made     by     the     congregation     to     obtaia 
subscriptions,   BozajtrB  were  also  held  for  the  ^aine  purpo^ 
and  about  £1600  were  eventually  mieed.     The  bnildiiif 
ha\ inic:  been  completed,  wns  dedicat^^l  by  this   writer  OB  < 
Thursday,   December  1 5th,  1S98,  and  by  special 
on  the  followtng  Sunday,     The  public   meeting  held 
the    p%'eiiing    of   the  openitig  AtLj   wns   a   great,  wm 
and    interest] Tig   (widresses    were    delivered     by     Mr 
Brown,  M.HJl,,  the  Mayor  oi  the  town,  Ile^^. 
HAmmondp    Diew,    Garland,    and   others.      The 
which  Qimt  about  £2300,  is  an  ornament  to  the 
will,  doubtless,   be  the  home  of  eame«t  wi 
many  ypars  to  come. 


Notable  Office- bearers. 
Mr.  Tfinina^  ^Vule  wa,s  Iny  many  yeurs  one  of  the- 1 
pn>ininerit  Ktandard-bearerM  there.     Re  came  out 
fir  Sit  settlers,  biein^^  then  a  youth  of  about  eighteen., 
wan  converted  when  he  was  thirteen  yeai-s  of  ag^*,  and! 
parents  were  asMoeiate*!  with  the  Bible  Christian  Chiireli. 
On  hi8  arrival  in  Wellington  he  was  greatly  intei^atiHi  v^m 
a  Hf^rvice  for  Alaoris,  which  he  attended  there.      In   I8^H 
he   became  a  member  of  the  chumh,   and   *:cjii  tinned  in 
uninterrupted  connection  with  the  same  until  hi.^  lamented 
dect'ane  on  July  f2nd,  1806.     In  tho  early  days  he  w«a 
leafier   of   the  j*ingin|ir.      Afterwards  he   waa  on©  ©f  ■ 
Ti  usteeH  of  the  churchy  did  much  for  its  extension. 


1 


Bahotu  Miasidx  House. 


THE  COLONTAL  CHURCHES. 


291 


fj- 


WllITKhKY    MkMoRIAL    Ch['R(II,    NkW    I*LYMorTM. 


~(s 


^d\ 


m 


"q) 


392 


THE  HISTORY  OF  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


always  present  at  its  meetings,  and  universally  respected. 
For  many  years  he  was  familiarly  known  as  "Uncle 
Thomas,"  not  only  in  the  Wesleyan  congregation,  bat 
throughout  the  community  generally.     Messrs.  K  Okey 


KiDowAY  Street  Church,  Wanganui. 

and  N.  Hooker  have  also  been  Trustees  from  the  earliest 
days.  Among  other  early  adherents  and  members  of  the 
Church  may  be  named  Messrs.  Rundle,  George,  King, 
Hosking,  Spurdle,  Edgecombe,  Skinner,  Howell,  J.  Field, 
and  others.  Descendants  of  many  of  these  are  still 
honourably  connected  with  and  earnest  supporters  of  the 
Church.  Among  the  later  comers  are  the  CoUises  (father 
and  son),  the  Whites,  Walton,  C.  Carter,  Asher,  Rufld, 
Ford,  and  others.  The  statistics  show  that  New  Plymouth 
is  still  a  large  circuit,  for  while  there  are  only  three 
churches,  there  are  thirteen  other  preaching  places.  The 
minister  is  aided  by  a  Home  Missionary  and  twelve  local 
preachers.  There  is  a  membership  of  277,  and  in  the  nine 
Sunday-schools  there  are  471  scholars  in  the  charge  of 
fifty-five  teachers,  while  the  total  number  of  attendants  is 
given  as  1150. 


WANQANUI  CIRCUIT. 

The  early  history  of  this  circuit  is,  in  many  respects, 
parallel  to  that  of  New  Plymouth.  The  town  was 
originally  called  Petre,  and  founded  by  the  New  Zealand 
Company.  Like  New  Plymouth,  its  early  growth  was 
checked  by  Maori  disturbances,  and  at  various  times  in 
its  history  the  inhabitants  have  been  called  upon  for 
military  service.  Of  late  years,  however,  the  country  has 
been  opened  up,  and  the  progress  of  the  town  and  suburbs 
within  the  past  three  yeai-s  has  been  by  leaps  and  bounds. 


Indebtedness  to  the  Mission. 

The  fii-st  services  by  Wesleyan  agents  were  conducted 
by  the  Revs.  Hobbs,  Staniiard,  and  Kirk  after  their 
shipwreck  in  1848.  They  were  then  hospitably  received 
by  the  late  Mr.  J.  Garner,  who  was  the  earliest  resident 
Methodist.  During  Mr.  Stannard's  residence  as  a 
Missionary  at  Waitotara,  he  conducted  occasional  services 
there,  as  did  also  the  Rev.  W.  Kirk  when  he  came  down 
from  his  up-river  station.  In  1858  a  regular  monthly 
service  was  esUblished  by  Mr.  Stannard,  who  was  then 


residing  at  Kai  IwL    He  was  accustomed  to  visit  the 
Wangaehu  Natives  on  Saturday  and  Monday  and  spend 
the  Sunday  in  town.      These  services   were   hold  in  i 
Oovomment  building  in  St.  Hill  Street^  which  was  used 
for  the  purpose  of  a  PostK>fBce  and  Ooart-house.    About 
the  same  time  the  Rev.  W.  Woon,  who  had  become  a 
Supernumerary,  took  up  his  reeidence  there.     He  organised 
the  first  class  meeting,  which  was  held  in  his  house  in 
Wilson  Street     The  members  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood, 
Mr.  G.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  Mr.  K  Tipler,  Mrs.  K  Cunnabdl, 
and  Mr.  T.  Scrivener.     These  were  joined  in  the  following 
year  by  Alicia  Jones  and  Eliza  Lister.     From  1856  regular 
Sunday  services  were  established  and  held  in  the  Institute 
by  Messrs.  Woon  and  Stannard.     Mr.  Woon  also  conducted 
week-night  services  on  Monday  and  Wednesday,  and  i 
lively  recollection  is  still  cherished  of  the  interest  excited 
by  his  reading  interesting  items  of  missionary  mtelligence. 
In  the  same  year  Mr.  W.  A.  Earle  arrix'ed  and  commenced 
a  Sunday-school,  which  soon  numbered  between  forty  and 
fifty    scholars.       On     Mr.      Stannard's     removal,     the 
Rev.    W.    Kirk   took  charge  of  Kai   Iwi,   and    he  and 
Mr.  Allsworth— then  the  school  teacher  there  and  a  local 
preacher — also  conducted  services  in  the  town.     A  revival 
of  religion    took   place    under  their    ministry.      Prajer 
meetings  were  well  attended.     Many  were  converted,  and 
the  fervent  prayers  of  Mr.  J.  Henson,  senr.,  are  not  yet 
forgotten. 


RidsTway  Street  Church. 

A  site  of  a  quarter-acre  in  Ridgway  Street  had  been 
given  for  church  purposes  by  the  New  Zealand  Company. 
Shortly  before  his  decease,  the  Rev.  W.  Woon  appointed 
Trustees,  and  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  church  were 
discussed.  Soldiers  of  the  65th  Regiment,  who  had  learned 
to  appreciate  the  services,  gave  their  labour  in  filling  up 
and  levelling  the  section.  Subscriptions  were  collected 
chiefly  by  Mr.  Allsworth,  and  a  bazaar  was  held,  which 
realised  nearly  £200.  The  foundation  stone  of  the  church, 
which  measured  60ft.  by  25ft.,  was  laid  by  Captain 
T.  B.  Taylor.  It  cost  £400,  of  which  £150  remained  as  a 
debt.     It  was  opened  by  the  Rev.  J.  Duller  on  April  22nd, 

1860.  He  preached 
an  eloquent  sermon 
from    Psalm    xlviii., 

verses    12    and    13. 

Seven    years     later, 

during  the  ministry 

of  the  Rev.   A.  R. 

Fitchett,  this  church 

was  enlarged  later- 
ally by  constructing 

side  aisles,  and  plac- 
ing pillars  where  the 

walls  were  originally. 

This  continued  to  be 

the  home  of  the  con- 
gregation until  1873, 

and  we  present  an 

illustration     of     it. 

When    the   Mission 

school   at    Kai  Iwi 

was    given    up,   the 

schoolroom   was 

brought    into    town 

itoiia     thenoe^    and       Thb  Latb  Mb.  J.  Gabitbb. 
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ujx)!!  the  section.  There  was  gtxxl  v.ork  done  in 
urly  (lays  among  the  British  soldiers,  a  garrison  of 
was  usually  stationed  in  the  town.  Mr.  and 
arle  gieatly  interested  themselves  on  theii*  behalf, 

held  Bible    readings 
and  prayer  meetings 

—  "!      for  their  special  bene- 

I      fit,  and  also  invited 
them  to>H)cial  gather- 
ings.      The    soldiers 
^^  greatly  enjoyed  these, 

^^  and  with  their  tlutes 

^^  V.  aiid      other     instru- 

£Tf     -^  ^  ments  added  to  the 

^1  _\  harmony     of     the 

T  Jt       Ji  gatheiiiigs.     The  re- 

sult was  that  several 
were  converted.  Two 
of  them  belonging  to 
the  Goth  I^egiment — 
^^^^^  SergeantPhillipsand 

\  I     ^i^H  Private      Jackson  — 

subsecjucntly  died  in 
the  Gospel  hope. 
Others,  who  were 
then  brought  to  (Jod, 
are  still  members  of 
the  Church  in  vai  ious 
Scrivener,  WAxtiANci.  places. 


European  Work  Organised. 

S(U,  the  K(jv.  A.  ]\.  Kitchett,  a  young  mini^ster  from 
a,  came  over  to  take  charge  of  the  Kuro[>oan  work 
vely.  It  was  war  time,  and  then?  was  a  forte  of 
jr,  sometimes  amounting  to  more  than  a  thousand 
n  the  town.  Mr.  Kitchett 's  fervent  and  cultured 
ing  fittracted   large    congregations,    and    as    before 

this  necessitate(i  the  enlargement  of  the  church. 
apointment  of  circuit  oflicers  had  originally  been 
lat  informal.  In  LSoG  ;Mi-.  T.  Scrivener  was 
be<l  Circuit  Steward,  the  token  of  his  investituie 
le  office  being  the  sending  to  him  of  an  elaborate 
>ver  on  the  first  Sunday  on  which  weekly  services 
M)mmenced  in  the  Institute.  By  a  more  formal 
bment,    he   ami    Mr.  E.  T.   Woon    were   appointed 

Mr.  Fitchett's  term.  The  llev.  Isjuur  JIarding 
led  Mr.  Fitchett,  but  after  a  year's  residence,  wtis 
id  to  Brisbane.  Unfortunat^'Iy  that  year  was 
i  by  considerable  dissension  in  the  congr<»gation. 
r  before  Mr.  Fitchett  left,  several  memb(?rs  of  the 
nation  expressed  a  desire  for  a  liturgical  servic<»,  '\\\A 

resolved  that  Mr.  Wesley's  Abri<lgment  of  the 
ig  Prayer  of  the  Church  of  England  should  be  used. 
,ve  great  offence,  and  several  discontirmcd  attendance. 
.  Hanling's  arrival,  he  resolved  to  discontinue  this, 

oifended  the  other  section.  All  tin?-  told  sadly 
;  the  prosperity  of  the  Church.  In  ItJOH  tlu^ 
:■  writer  was  appointed  to  the  Circuit,  and  from  the 

above   mentioned  found    only  a   skeleton    congrcj- 

There  were,  howev(»r,  earnest  workers,  and  these 

around  him.     Finance  was  low.     I^irge  grants  had 

o  bein  voted  by  the  Home  Missicm  Fund,  and  even 

^ese  there  was  a  considerable  circuit  flebt.     These 

were  now  reduced.  The  ordinary  contributions 
creased,  and  great  satisfaction  wa.s  expressed  when 


in  1869  it  was  found  that  the  debt  was  extinguished,  and 
a  credit  balance  of  Is.  6d.  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
ifuarter.  The  fence  around  the  church  property  Inui  iK'en 
broken  down,  and  was  anything  but  reput^vble.  Timber 
and  palings  having  been  donated,  a  working  bee  was  held 
to  put  up  a  new  one,  and  while  the  minister,  otftce- 
bearers,  and  male  members  did  the  work,  the  ladies 
provided  them  with  refreshment  in  the  seh<K)lro(nn.  Steps 
were  also  taken  to  (irect  a  parson.ige,  and  so  save  the 
amount  hitherto  paid  for  rent.  During  Mr.  Fitchett's 
tiirm  the  sum  of  £600,  derive<l  from  the  sale  of  stock  and 
implements  at  Kai  Iwi  Mission  farm,  had  been  voted  to 
the  circuit  to  purcha.se  a  new  church  and  parsonage  site, 
and  the  block  of  land  fronting  Victoria  Avenue  and 
Wicksteed  Street,  comprising  seven  quarter-acre  sections, 
hiid  been  purchased.  Phms  of  a  modest,  two-storied  house 
of  six  rooms  were  pnjpared  gratuitously  by  Mr.  T. 
Scrivener.  Subscriptions  weie  obtained,  a  bazaar  held, 
and  at  a  cost  of  about  jC300,  the  house  was  erect<^d  without 
debt. 


Trinity  Church. 

In  1^72  the  Rev.  .1.  Beriy  became  the  minister  of  the 
Circuit.  His  genial  manner  and  able  sermons  soon  ma<ie 
him  exceedingly  popular,  and  the  Ridgway  Street  Chuich 
was  crowded  to  excess.  That  building  had  been 
erected  of  white  pine,  and  hence  a  new  church  wa,s 
recjuisite.  A  good  offer  was  received  for  the  section 
and  the  buil< lings  thereon,  and  ultimately  thoy  were  sold 
for  £r>00.  IMans  of  the  new  building,  S()ft.  by  .SSft.,  and 
intended  to  seat  '5")0  jxTsons,  were  j)iepare(l  by  Mr.  C. 
Tringham,  architect,  of  Wellington,  and  (m  December 
ITtli.  IS72,  the  foundation  stone  of  Trinity  Church  was 
laid  by  the  Hon.  W.  Fox.  On  the  sam<^  day  a  large  soiree 
was  held,  when  addresses  were  delivered  by  the 
Revs.  Reiiv,  Smalley,  and  otliiMs.  The  church  having 
b(fen  erected,  it  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Cod  on 
July  (>th,  IhT.S,  when  special  sermons  were  preached  by 
the  R«ns.  W.  Morley  aii<l  .1.  Klmalie  (Presbyterian), 
Mr.  l>erry,  tin;  j)astor,  also  taking  part  in  the  morning 
service.  Th(»re  were  large  and  interested  congregations", 
and  the  collections 
for  the  day  amounted 
to  £60.  At  a  public 
meeting  held  during 
the  week  it  was  re- 
ported that  the  cost 
of  the  church  was 
£1748,  while  £:>75 
had  been  spent  on 
the  enlargement  of 
the  parsonage,  and 
£100  on  sundry 
repairs  and  altera- 
tion.s.  It  was  opened 
with  a  debt  of  £500. 
During  the  Rev.  R. 
Ravin's  term  the 
church  was  enlarged 
to  give  accommcKla- 
ti(m  for  lliO  persons 
more,  the  additional 
cost  of  £i>00  being 
met.  In  the  same 
year   a   ftQ\\oo\Yoo\v\, 
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60ft.  by  32ft.,  and  costing  £500,  was  also  built. '  Part  of 
the  cost  of  this  was  met  by  the  sale  of  one  of  the  sections. 
Further  additions  and  improvements  to  the  property  were 
made  in  later  years.     In  1880  a  new  organ  wtis  obtained 


continued,  and  Sunday  preaching  services  were  regularly 
held  there  for  many  years.  In  1877a  church  site  at  Arainohu 
was  presented  by  Mrs.  H.  Gibson,  and  a  church  built  thereon 
to  seat  200  persons.  It  cost  ^£400,  and  half  the  amount 
was  left  OH  debt.  Nine  years  later  this  amount  was  raised 
by  special  effort,  and  the  balance— granted  by  the  L»aii 
Fund — paid  off  during  a  few  years  following.  In  1^1^  a 
church  site  at  East  Town,  to  the  value  of  X80,  \va«?  given 
by  Mr.  H.  Churton.  Services  had  been  held  for  s<»me 
years  at  what  was  then  called  the  River  Bank,  hvc  or  six 
miles  from  town,  where  the  M&ssi-s.  Henson  and  otlier 
Wesleyan  families  resided.  About  1878  a  church  was 
built  there  bearing  tlie  Native  name  of  Upokongaix),  but 
connnonly  called  Kennedy's.  A  few  ye^irs  after,  most  of 
the  families  removed,  and  the  church  wtis  sold.  At 
Maxwelltown,     fourte(in      miles      distant,      well-attenddl 

for   a   dozen   yeai*s    past,    and 

been   initiated    at    Brunswick, 

With    the  advent  of  a    Hnme 

to    assist    the    niinist4.'r,    it    is 


services    have 
more    recently 


been    held 
they    have 

seven    miles    from    town. 

Missionary    at    Aramoho 


expected   that  further  extensions  will  take  place,  .is  the 
whole  district  is  rapidly  being  settled. 


Thinity  VVeslkvan  Church,  WAxoANri. 

at  a  cost,  with  sundry  improvement's  to  the  building,  of 
£150.  In  1890  an  infant  school  was  erected,  and  in  ]8i)7 
the  young  men's  class-room.  During  last  year  the  interioi' 
of  the  church  has  bciMi  remodelled  and  decorated,  and  the 
choir  gallery  removed  to  the  other  end  of  the  building  at 
a  cost  of  £270  more.  The  whole  now  forms  on(^  of  the 
most  convenient  and  comfortable  suites  of  Church  projxM'ties 
in  the  North  Island. 


Trouble  and  Rejoicing. 

Wanganui  Methodists  have  passed  through  times  of 
considerabh*  anxiety.  During  the  early  war  times,  Captain 
Hassju'd  worshipped  in  the  Hidgway  Street  Church  on  one 
Lord's  Day.  On  the  Wednesday  he  was  killed  at  Okituku, 
and  his  fellow  worshippers  followed  his  remains  to  tlie 
grave  on  the  following  Sunday.  One  of  the  otiicers  kilhtl 
at  Te  Ngatu-o-te  manu  I'u/i  had  on  the  previous  Li)rd">» 
Dav  attended    a  Communion   service   in   th(»  same  church. 


Circuit   Growth. 

Mr.  Fitchett  held  occa- 
sional services  in  the  llangi- 
tikei  District,  which  was 
then  being  settled.  His 
successor,  Mw  Harding, 
vi8it4:»d  Patea.  During  Mr. 
Morley's  time  these  were 
organ  ise<l,  and  conchu'ted 
regularly  every  month  until 
the  formation  of  the  Kangi- 
tikei  and  Patea  Circuits 
respectively.  Near  Wanga- 
nui itself,  services  have  bren 
held  from  the  beginning  of 
the  European  organisation 
until  now  at  Matarawa,  in 
a  church  belonging  to  the 
Episcopalians,  but  where 
the  Wesleyan  ministers  have 
steadily  preached  at  the 
express  wish  of  the  people. 
In  1867  Mr.  T.  Kootes  gave 
a  small  section  on  what 
was  then  known  as  "the 
Swamp,"  but  which  is  now 
called  Spn'ngvaJe.  Mr.  J. 
Slmrpe  becnine  the  Suporin- 
tendcnl  of  a  HimiU  Suiifiav- 
ischool   there,     which  in  still 


Tkimtv  Wesleyan  Cuurch,  NV/i^ga.^\:\.— l^temr. 
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During  Titokuwaru's  raid  the  niitiister  bad  to  announce 
on  a  Sunday  evening  where  the  people  should  take  refuge 
in  case  of  a  night  alarm.  On  more  than  one  occasion  the 
bugles  sounded  just  as  the  service  closed,  and  all  the  young 
men  who  were  in  the  militia  had  at  once  to  seize  their 
arms  and  assemble  at  the  stockade.  Special  prayer 
meetings  were  held  for  Divine  help  and  protection. 

The  residence  of  two  Supernumeraries  in  the  circuit  was  a 
great  help  in  tlie  early  days.  The  Rev.  W.  Woon,  who 
lived  there  from  1855  to  1858  was  a  man  of  fervent  spirit, 
and  his  wife  was  one  of  the  excellent  of  the  earth.  He 
was  fond  of  music,  and  having  a  strong  and  cultured  voice, 
delighted  in  hymn  singing.  It  wtis  largely  due  to 
Mr.  Woon's  assiduous  pastoral  habits  that  the  way  was 
prepared  for  the  setthimont  of  a  minister  in  the  town.  Ho 
died  on  September  22nd,  1858,  and  was  acconled  a  military 
funeral.  Tlu^  firing  party  of  the  ()5tli  Regiment,  under 
Lieutenant  Bristol,  took  part  in  tlie  funeral  procession. 
The  J^ev.  G.  Stannanl  spent 
the  last  thirteen  years  of  his 
life  in  Wanganui.  Although 
a  Supernumerary,  in  the  early 
portions  he  still  paid  visits  to 
the  Native  congregations.  He 
also,  on  twu  different  occa- 
sions, kindly  volunteered  to 
fill  the  gap  when  ministers 
broke  down  at  New  Plymouth 
and  Ijlenheim  respectively, 
and  worked  those  stations  for 
nearly  two  years  in  all. 
Until  increasiug  feeblene>:s 
prev<?nie(i  his  doing  so,  he 
also  preached  regularly  in  the 
town  and  neighbourhood,  and 
took  services  in  the  (»arly 
days  at  Rangitikei  and  Patea. 
iJuring  the  Rev.  R.  Havin's 
term  in  the  circuit  there  was 
a  copious  outpouring  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  He  and  the 
Presbyterian  Minister  (Rev. 
J.  Elmslie)  united  in  the 
conduct  of  revival  services. 
The  whole  town  was  moved, 
and  the  fruit  remains  to  the 
present  day. 


Prcminent  Office-bearers 

Mr.  \V.  A.  Earle  had  been 
brought  up  in  connection 
uilh  the  Congregational 
Church,    but   on    arriving  in 

Wanganui  he  identified  himself  with  the  Wesleyan  cause 
there.  His  special  sphere  of  labour  was  in  the 
Sunday-school.  With  the  exception  of  a  shoit  time  sp(?nt 
in  Australia,  he  was  identified  with  it  for  about  27  years, 
an<l  saw  the  number  on  the  roll  increase  from  six 
to  about  three  hundred.  He  was  a  devoted  nuin  and 
un  excellent  teacher,  and  was  greatly  respected.  His 
later  years  were  spent  at  Midhirst,  where  he  died  on 
January  18th,  1888.  Mr.  Thomas  Scrivener,  although  a 
Baptist  by  training  and  conviction,  also  rendered  valuable 
service  nB  Trustee,  Circuit  Steward,  and  Sunday-school 
worker  for  inanf  years.     The  late  Mr.  O.  H.  Cunnabell, 


Kkv.  G.  Bond. 


and  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  John  Hurley,  were  also  prominent 
workers  in  the  formative  days,  as  was  the  late  Mr.  A.  C. 
CamplKill,  who  subsequently  removed  to  Port  Chalmers. 
Mr.  G.  Beaven,  whose  decease  is  reported  while  these  pages 
are  pa.ssing  through  the  press,  had  been  for  many  years  a 
valued  otfice-bearer  of  the  Church,  and  will  be  much  missed. 
Mr.  J.  G.  Sharpe  has  been  connected  with  the  Church  for 
over  thirty  years,  filling  various  offices,  and  still  serves 
faithfully.  Mr.  John  Stevenson,  as  a  young  man,  became 
organist  at  Ridgway  Street  Church,  and  for  over  25  yeiirs 
served  in  this  department.  He  is  still  a  Trustee  and 
Steward.  Mr.  Farrah,  as  secretary,  rendered  special 
service  during  the  erection  of  Trinity  Church.  In  later 
days  Messrs.  W.  G.  Bassett,  O.  G.  A.  Harvey,  Goldsbury, 
F.  Spurdle,  Tiugey,  and  Johns  have  been  among  the 
leading  office-bearers,  and  a  band  of  elect  ladies  has 
rendered  unstinted  service.  The  Rev.  G.  Bond,  an 
ex-President  of  the  Conference,  is  now  in  the  fourth  year 

of  his    ministry   there.      He 

was    born  near  the  City   of 

_  Durham  about  fifty-one  yeai-s 

since,  and  began  to  preach  in 
his  teens  in  the  Hough ton- 
le-Spring  Circuit,  in  which 
there  were  no  less  than 
fifty-six  local  preachers.  At 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
was  nominated  for  the  minis- 
try by  the  late  Rev.  T.  Vasey, 
and  after  three  years  at  the 
Richmond  College,  came  to 
New  Zealand  in  1873.  Be- 
ginning in  the  Christchurch 
(Durham  Street)  Circuit,  in 
which  he  spent  two  terms,  he 
has  since  laboured  in  the 
Canterbury,  Auckland,  Nel- 
son, and  Wanganui  Districts. 
For  the  past  eight  years  he 
has  been  annually  elected  to 
the  office  of  District  Chair- 
man. He  is  exceedingly 
genial  in  manner,  vivacious 
nnd  animated  as  a  speaker, 
and  gives  marked  attention 
to  the  topics  of  the  day.  He 
devotes  special  attention  to 
young  people,  by  whom  he  is 
much  beloved.  Six  months 
since,  Mr.  C.  H.  Poole,  a  Home 
iMissionaiy  from  Victoria, 
was  engaged  to  asvsist  him. 
He  resides  at  Aramoho,  and 
with  the  rapid  growth  of  that 
suburb  and  the  number  of  men  employed  at  the  railway 
and  freezing  works,  it  may  be  antici|)ated  that  there  will 
be  a  large  extension  there.  The  otfic  ial  returns  of  the 
circuit  show  three  churches  and  as  many  other  preaching 
places.  The  ministers  are  aided  by  ten  ItK^al  preacheis. 
There  are  165  adult  members,  and  58  juniors.  The  three 
Sunday-schools  have  a  total  of  880  names  upon  the  rolls, 
and  there  are  1150  worshippers. 
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stUl  held.  Mrs.  Home,  tho  daughter  of  the  late 
|lr.  Heason,  who  was  ''an  old  disciple,"  left  in  her 
will  a  l^;acy  of  X50  to  the  Wanganui  Church  Trust.  A 
section  on  Victoria  Avenue,  adjoining  the  church,  is  also 
let  on  building  lease,  and  the  rent  appropriated  to  the 
Trust  Funds. 


Abamoho  Church. 

WAITARA   CIRCUIT. 

Numerically  and  geographically,  Waitara  is  the  largest 
Circuit  in  the  district.  On  the  "  plan,"  in  addition  to  the 
five  churches,  there  are  no  less  than  fourteen  preaching 
places,  situated  at  distances  from  three  miles  to  thirty 
from  the  Superintendent's  residence.  Two  ministers  are 
appointed,  one  of  whom  lives  at  Waitnra  itself  and  the 
other  at  Inglewood.  In  the  supply  of  the  various  jjlaces 
they  are  assisted  by  ten  local  preachers  and  nine  auxiliaries, 
but  even  with  this  help  their  powers  are  taxed  to  the 
utmost."^  .On  the  one  side  the  circuit  stretches  up  the  coast 
in  the  direction  of  Mokau,  and  in  the  other  comprises 
nearly  all  the  settlements  at  the  back  of  ISIount  Egmont. 
There  are  seven  Sunday-schools,  with  43  teachers  and  461 
scholars,  the  number  of  church  members  is  295,  and  there 

arc  1521  worship- 
pers in  the  several 
churches.  The  circuit 
owes  its  origin  to 
the  energy  and  zeal 
of  New  Plymouth 
Methodists.  No 
sooner  was  the  war 
over  than  settlei's 
began  to  pour  into 
the  country  districts. 
The  New  Plymouth 
ministers  and  local 
preachers  diligently 
shepherded  them.  In 
those  days  the  diffi- 
culties of  travelling 
were  great,  the  roads 
being  merely  tracks. 
Undaunted  b}'  this, 
the  preachers  pushed 
on,  and  the  result  is 
this  flourishing  coun- 
try circuit. 


Bariy  BffoitB. 

In  Waitara  itself,  the  first  service  appears  to  have 
been  held  in  a  private  house  by  the  Re%'.  J.  Crump,  in 
1872.     Subsequently  congr^;ations  met  in  the  Institute. 


Waitara  Church. 


In  1875  the  present  church  site  was  purchased  fur  £12, 
and  a  small  church  30ft.  by  18ft.,  originally  built  on  the 
Belt  Road,  New  Plymouth,  was  removed  thither,  and 
enlarged  at  a  cost  of  £U)0,  the  whole  of  which  was  raised. 
There  were  some  earnest  workers  in  the  place,  amongst 
them  Messrs.  S.  and  T.  Joll,  Oxenham,  the  Daylys,  and 
othei's.  80011  after  the  church  was  erected,  a  class  meeting 
was  organised  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  T.  Bayly, 
the  members  being  Messrs.  Joll,  Vesper,  Pearce,  with 
Mesdames  Bayly,  and  8.  and  T.  Joll.  Although  tlie 
township  was  small,  the  congregations  steadily  grew,  and 
in  1882  a  transept  was  added  to  the  church,  more  than 
doubling  its  size,  at  a  cost  of  £275.     A  portion  of  this 


Mm,  O.  H.  PffOLK.—ffame  Miiwionarff. 


Waitara  Parsonage. 

remained  as  a  debt,  but  the  larger  part  of  it  has  since 
b<^n  paid  through  the  Loan  Fund,  and  within  three  or 
four  years  more  the  whole  will  be  cleared. 

At  Inglewood,  a  site  was  also  acquired  in  1875,  and  the 
following  year  the  first  church  was  erected  there  to  seat 
120  persons  at  a  cost  of  £160.  The  work  was  carried 
oxiV.  mt\i   ^^bX  d«K^\Ali«     A  number   of    men 
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oin  New  Plymoutli  on  Monday  niornin*;,  an(il, 
.1  by  ln«5lew(KKl  residents,  worked  so  energetically 
he  following  Sunday  services  were  held  in  the 
,     l^oards    1km ng    used    for    seats.     The    following 

Sunday  the  school 
was  started,  and 
within  a  month  a 
class  meeting  organ- 
ised, under  the 
loadei-ship  of  iVIr.  J. 
Jackson,  whose  wise 
counsels  were 
heartily  appreciatcil. 
This  building  is  now 
used  as  a  school- 
room. At  Manu- 
tahi,  now  known  as 
l^'pperton,  a  very 
neat  church  was 
erected  in  1H7S. 
This  was  largely 
owing  to  the 
exertions  of  Mr. 
L.  M.  Isitt,  who 
was  thru  a  Home 
Missionary  in  tin* 
New  Plymouth 
Circuit.  It  cost 
£'VM),  and,  unfor- 
of  the  amount  was  raised, 
of  the  orii^inal  members 
the  country, 
hard     with 


iTE  Mr,  T.  B\^  I. v. 


half 


ly,    only    about 
V    years    latrr     many 
congregati(»n  went   further   back  into 
he    few     remaining    had     to     slrum^lc 


bt.  They  worked  diligently,  liowi'ver,  and  with  aid 
lie  lioan  Fund  the  liability  was  eventually  dis.haigcd. 
"^0  a  site  was  given  for  a  church  at  Midhirst  by 
V^.  A.  Earle,  in  memory  of  her  husband,  who  had 
icre.  On  this  a  snuill  building,  to  seat  about  100 
s,  was  erected.  It  was  then  a  bush  district,  and 
lurch  building  was  the  only  one  for  many  miles. 
interest  was  excited  by  the  ei'cction  that,  notAsith- 
Qg  the  execrable  roads,  visitors  came  from  a  distance 
:ity  miles.  In  \S\}'^,  on  a  site  given  by  Mr.  A.  Coutts, 
ch  was  erecte<l  at  Waipuku  under  the  ministry  of  the 

Kev.  T.  F.  Jones,  at 
a  cost  of  £1-20.  A 
site  for  a  church  was 
given  by  Mr.  Cleve  at 
Huirangiin  ISS'J,  and 
thrt't!  years  later  a 
small  building  that 
had  been  purchased 
was  remo\ed  thereto 
at  a  cost  of  .£1-5. 
A  few  years  since, 
this  was  sold,  and 
service  there  is  now 
held  in  the  district 
schoolroom. 


Pearce,  Waitara, 


Circuit  Ors:ani- 
sation. 

Kroni  1S78  to  18<Sl 
either  a  second 
wiuiater  ov  a   Hume 


Missionary  was  employed  by  the  New  Plymouth  Circuit  to 
work  the  above  places.  The  Uevs.  J.  Smith,  F.  \V.  Martin, 
T.  G.  Hannnond,  L.  Hudson,  W.  S.  Harper,  with 
Messrs.  G.  W.  Uussell  and  L.  M.  Isitt,  occupied  that 
position.  Th(*y 
worked  almost  ex- 
clusively in  what  is 
now  the  Waitara 
Circuit.  In  lSSi> 
the  circuit  was  con- 
stituted, and  the 
Rev.  W.  S.  Harjjer 
was  appoint^Kl  there- 
t(i.  The  following 
year  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Kev. 
T.  Fee.  As  he  was  a 
married  minister,  lh<^ 
erection  of  a  parson- 
age became*  a  neces- 
sity. A  good  site  of 
four  acres  was  j)ur- 
chased,  and  a  house 
of  eight  rooms  built 
thereon  at  a  cost  of 
£130.  A'lMjO  of  this 
was  loaned  from   the 

Church  lUiilding  and         "Slu.  S.  Jtu.i.,  Waitxka. 
Loan     Fund,     whii;h 
was  repaid  by  the  ein-uit  within  a  few  years. 


Extension  and  Enlarj^ement. 

While  Waitara  is  th(^  hea<l  of  the  circuit,  Inglewood  has 
grown  more  rai>idly,  and  is  now  a  ilourishing  town  of  over 
a  thousand  people.  From  the  beginning  the  members  of 
the  Church  have  been  distinguislied  by  their  energy  and 
loyaltv.  ^Ir.  .1.  .Jackson,  a  Lincolnshire  local  preacher, 
with  all  the  fervour  of  his  native  county,  was  one  of  the 
earliest  setth'rs,  and,  although  now  fourscore  years  of  age, 
still  con(lu(!ts  service's.  He  has  been  aided  by  Mtvssrs. 
Cartwii-ht,  K.  Taylor,  and  F.  Howell,  who  are  all 
acceptable,  earnest 
preachers.  Tin?  re- 
sidents then*,  how- 
ever, would  agree 
that  the  Church 
owes  much  to  Mr. 
J.C.  Peach,  Sunday- 
school  Superintend- 
ent, Steward,  and 
local  preacher.  He 
is  connnonly  known 
fis  **The  l'Jishoi>  of 
Inglewood,"  and  to 
him  and  his  late 
excellent  wife,  for 
their  diligent  efforts 
and  untiring  energy, 
the  congregation  is 
greatly  indebted.  In 
the  early  days  the 
roads  there  were 
innocent  o{  uwVvjA, 
and    \l    \s  re^YVedi 


'i.Uv.  ^.  vi.  VV.KVIWA^^^^'^^'^'^^ 
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IXtJLKWOOl)    CHL'R(.1I. 


Uev.  11.  V.  Keall. 


^''^'OLEHOOD  CuuKcu,^Intvnur. 
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that  on  coming  to  an  anniversary,  several  member?  of  the 
oongrmtion  took  o£F  their  boots  and  stockings,  and 
walked  barefoot  until  they  came  within  sight  of  the 
church.     The  same  spirit  of  earnestness  still  continues. 


he  was  sent  to  Now  Zealand,  arriving  in  the  Colony  in 
October,  1868.  Four  months  later  he  was  sent  to  supply 
the  New  Plymouth  Circuit  for  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Watkin, 
whose  health  had  broken  down.    While  there  it  became 


MiDHtRST  Church  and  OFFicK-nKARKKs. 

Messrs.  J.  Kcightley.  E.  Wright,  A.  Kt- ightley,  S.  Serjeant. 

but  under  happier  conditions.  Roads  have  now  been 
formed  in  every  direction.  Four  yeai-s  ago  a  new  cliurch, 
of  which  we  present  an  illustration,  was  erected  at  a  cost 
ofX380.  The  greater  part  of  this  was  raised,  and  the 
balance  is  being  discharged  through  the  I»an  Fund. 
The  spirit  of  the  worshippers  was  admirably  shown 
by  arranging  that  the  first  service  therein  should  he  one  of 
Christian  fellowship.  Under  the  leadership  of  the  He  v. 
T.  F.  Jones,  old  hymns  were  sung  to  well-known  tunes, 
and  interspersed  with  the  recital  of  pei-sonal  experience  of 
the  goodness  of  God.  It  proved  to  be  "  a  season  of  grace 
and  sweet  delight,"  and  prepared  them  for  the  opening 
sermons.  In  the  same  year  the  Midhii-st  Church  was 
enlarged,  accommodation  being  provided  for  fifty  persons 
additional.  Meantime,  new  preaching  places  were  lx»ing 
taken  up  at  Tarata,  Kaimate,  and  elsewhere.  One  mini.ster 
was  no  longer  able  to  undertake  t!ie  work,  and  in  ISUG  a 

second  was  ap- 
pointed to  reside 
at  Inglewood. 


Bmt,  W.^,  TtroMAg, 


Present 
Ministers. 

The  Rev.  W. 
G.  Thomas,  the 
Superintend  en  t| 
is  a  Welshman  by 
birth.  He  was 
converted  at  15 
years  of  age,  two 
years  later  com- 
menced to  preach, 
and  was  accepted 
by  the  British 
Conference  as  a 
candidate  in  1 865. 
After  the  usual 
term  of  study  at 
Bichmond  CaUege 


Waipuku  Church. 

his  mournful  duty  to  conduct  the  funeral  services  of  the 
martyred  Missionary — the  Rev.  J.  Whiteley.  He  has 
since  laboured  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  and  spent 
ten  years  in  Otago  Circuits.  It  was  his  privilege  to  see 
new  churches  erected  at  Motueka,  Grey  town,  Featherston, 
and  Carterton,  whilst  he  also  carried  to  a  successful  issue  a 
plan  for  liquidating  an  old  debt  in  Port  Chalmei-s.  Whilst 
steiulily  doing  his  circuit  work,  he  completed  a  four  years' 
coui-seof  reading  i-equired  by  the  Chautauqua  Literary  and 
Scientific  Circle  and  became  a  graduate  thereof.  He  has 
some  of  the  poetry  and  fire  of  the  Celtic  race,  is  a  diligent 
and  sympathetic  pastor,  ar.d  a  patient  superintendent. 
His  young  colleague,  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Keall,  is  the  son  of 
the  Rev.  W.  Keall,  of  Blenheim.  He  began  to  preach  in 
th(»  Palmerston  North  Circuit,  and  was  recommended  to 
the  ministry  by  the  Sandou  and  Feilding  Quarterly 
Meeting.  Shortly  afterwards,  he  was  sent  to  open  up  the 
Waimarino  Home  Mission  Station,  and  after  six  months 
there  became  a  stu- 
dent at  the  Prince 
A]l)ert  College,  where 
he  remained  two 
years.  Ingle  wood  is 
his  first  circuit  ap- 
pointment, and  sur- 
rounded by  earnest 
Methodists  who 
cherish  the  traditions 
of  early  days,  and 
with  a  large  sphere 
of  work,  he  begins 
his  ministerial  career 
under  very  favour- 
able conditions. 


Revivals 
of  Religion. 


Ml%.  h-^^^tw^ws^"*^- 
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have  been  several  in-gatherings.  In  1884  Missions  were 
conducted  in  the^various  places  by  the  circuit  minister, 
when  over  eighty  conversions  were  reported.  Last  year 
similar  services  were   instituted  and   carried  out,  and  at 


the  Superintendent's  residence  fixed  at  Hawera.  Tlie 
towns  of  Hawera  and  Patea  are  its  centres.  Besid*,^  these 
there  are  seven  otlier  places  on  the  Preachers'  "  Plan,"  at 
distances  of  from  four  to  twenty  niilos  from  Hawera  itself. 


Church  and  Srxi>AY-s(  wool,  IIawkka. 

Waipuku,  in  particular,  there  were  numerous  conversions. 
The  local  preachers,  chiss  lea  lers,  and  others  heartily  throw 
themselves  into  these  efforts  and  the  result  is  that 
throughout  the  circuit  there  is  an  earnest  spirit  of  piety, 
which  finds  expression  not  only  in  regular  and  devout 
attendance  at  the  sanctuary,  but  in  the  suj)port  ')f  every 
effort  for  the  extension  of  the  Church  and  the  opr'uiiig  up 
of  new  places. 

HAWERA    CIRCUIT. 

In  its  natural  features  this  circuit  is  a  complete  'ontrast 
t^>  Waitara.  It  embraces  within  its  bounds  the  larger 
part     of     the    famous     Waimatc    Plains— an    open    and 

magnificent  coun- 
try—and only  in 
its  later  exten- 
sions has  it  in- 
vaded the  bush 
1  a  n  d.  U  n  d  (;  r 
various  names, 
and  with  diflerent 
boundaries,  it  has 
l^een  in  existence 
for  twenty  -  five 
years.  For  thir- 
teen years  it  was 
known  as  the 
Patea  Circuit,  but 
during  part  of 
that  time  a  second 
minister  was  em- 
ployed, who  lived 
at  Ha  w  e  r  a. 
Shortly  after- 
wards, Opunake 
was  detached 
therefrom,      and 


The  First  Services 

in  the  district  were  lield  by  the  Wanganui  ministers.  Fruiii 
18G7  to  1870  there  were  continuous  Native  disturbances 
along  the  coast  between  Wanganui  and  New  Plymouth. 
The  smouldering  ashes  of  the  Native  rebellion  were  again 
and  again  fanned  into  a  flame,  culminating  in  Titokowaru's 
raid,  which  for  a  time  threatened  the  town  of  Wanganui. 
l>y  this  time  the  colonial  autliorities  had  taken  practical 
charge  of  the  direction  of  the  war,  and  a  considerable  force 
of  constabulary  was  stationed  at  various  .strategic  places. 
Settlement  followed  rajjidly  on  their  heels,  and  as  soon  as 
land  was  thrown  open  it  was  occupied.  The  first  farms 
taken  up  were  those  at  Waitotaia  and  Waverley,  and 
the  first  township  to  take  form  was  Patea.  The 
Hev.  T.   Harding,   during   his  year  in   Wanganui,    visited 


The  Parsonage,  Hawera. 

Patea  and  preached  there.  His  successor  followed  this  up, 
and  with  the  aid  of  the  lie  v.  (t.  Stannard  established 
monthly  services  at  Patea,  Kakaramea,  Waverley,  and 
Waitotara.  From  Messrs.  Williams,  Hirst,  Keys,  Hridge, 
Milne,  Kells,  and  others,  the  preachers  received  a  hearty 
welcome.  Shortly  afterwards  iVFr.  Ilawken  settle<l  at 
Kakaramea,  and  has  ever  since  been  an  active  othce-bearer. 
The  Patea  township  was  then  considerably  nearer  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  than  it  now  is.  All  the  homes  were 
small,  and  service  was  first  held  in  the  billiard-room  of  an 
hotel,  and  afterwards  in  the  Couithouse.  These  services 
were  maintained  for  about  six  years,  when  the  extension 
and  settlement  beyond  Patea  led  to  the  fornuition  of  the 
circuit. 


Mj!;v.  John  Dvkeh. 


Church    Building. 

In  1875,  a  quart^jr-acre  section  for  Church  purposes  was 
granted  by  the  Government  in  Patea,  then  known  as  the 
town  of  Carlyle.  To  this  was  added  in  the  following  year 
another  quarter-acre  by  way  of  purchase.  The  church 
execViftd  vSv^x^oxv  \\\  \^*i^  v<^^  Quly  30ft.  by  20ft.,  but  cost 
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£200,  and  on  seating  and  lining  it  a  year  later  £120  more 
were  expended.  Four  years  afterwards  it  was  enlarged, 
provision  being  made  for  forty  additional  sittings  at  a  cost 
of  X70,  and  was  reopened  on  September  5th,  1880,  by  the 

llev.   W.    Lee.      In 
^.. .       _^  1876  a  site  was  pur- 

"  \  chasctl    at   Hawera, 

''n,  and   a   cliurch  built 

thereon,  seating  120 
persons,  at  a  cost  of 
£227.  It  was  said 
to  be  the  prettiest 
church  between 
Wanganui  and  New 
Plynioutli.  Success- 
ful opening  services 
in  connection  tliere- 
with  were  conducted 
b}'  the  Kcvs.  Martin 
(Presbyterian)  and 
Oarlick  on  Septem- 
ber Gth,  1(S7G.  The 
folh)\\  ing  year  a  half- 
aci'e  site,  intended 
for  a  Parsonage, 
was  purdiased,  but 
after  b(?ing  held  some 
years,  was  sold  to 
site?  was  purchaseii, 
Manaia.     at    a    cost 


The  Late  Rev.  C.  E.   Barley. 


reduce  Trust  liabilities.  In  1881  a 
and  a  small  church  erected  at 
of  £103.  Seating  and  lining  the  following  year  cost  i'b") 
more.  This  was  th(^  first  church  erectel  on  the  famous 
Waimate  Plains.  By  this  time  Hawera  was  becoming  an 
important  town,  and  giving  promise  of  further  enlarge- 
ment. It  was  deemed  necessary,  therefore,  to  erect  a  new 
church,  the  foundation  stone  of  which  was  laid  with 
imposing  ^lasonic  ceremonies  on  the  Queen's  Jjirthday, 
1883.  The  church,  which  wj^s  seatc^l  for  2.')()  persons,  cost 
JB520,  the  old  one  being  attached  thereto  as  a  chancel,  to 
be  used  for  Sunday-school  purposes.  The  o]HM)ini^'  services 
were,  by  special  request,  conducted  by  the  Circuit  ministers 
— the  Revs.  Mather  and  Luxford — on  Septembei-  2n(l, 
1883.  Unfortunately,  a  debt  of  more  than  £300  was  left 
when  the  undertaking  was  finished.  In  1SS7  a  site  was 
obtained  at  Woodville,  and  a  church  to  scat  75  persons 
built  thereon  at  a  cost  of  ^£'70.  This  is  now  known  as 
Alton,  and  is  in  the  centre  of  a  bush  district  of  small 
dairy  farms. 


The   First   Parsonage 

was  placed  on  the  section  adjoining  the  Patea  Church,  and 
was  a  two-storied  house  of  nine  rooms.  It  was  erected  in 
1881,  at  a  cost  of  £370.  When  the  cutlay  on  furniture 
was  added  tliereto,  it  wtis  left  with  a  debt  of  £330.  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  account  that  the  expenditure 
on  buildings  during  the  early  yeai-s  of  the  circuit  history 
was  unusually  large.  Both  material  and  labour  were 
costly.     The  consequence  was  that 

Heavy  Debts 

were  contracted,  which  burdened  the  members  and 
adherents  for  some  years,  and  discouraged  them  in  their 
efforts  at  extension.  During  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  T. 
N.  Griffin,  a  successful  effort  was  made  to  reduce  the  debt 
on  the  Hawera  Church.     One-half  of  it  was  raised,  and 


the  remainder  was  loaned  by  the  Church  Building  Fund. 
Within  the  present  year  the  final  instalments  of  this  will 
be  paid  off.  Somewhat  later,  a  similar  effort  was  made  at 
Patea,  and  £60  loaned  there  free  of  interest,  which  is  also 
l)eing  discharged.  On  the  Rev.  T.  G.  Hammond  being 
appointed  to  the  West  Coast  Maori  Mission,  Patea  was 
considered  the  most  suitable  place  for  him  to  live,  and  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  Parsonage.  For  some  years 
the  Home  Mission  paid  rent  for  this  by  way  of  interest  to 
mortgagee,  but  in  1895  the  Coumiittee  made  a  grant  of 
£70 ;  the  remainder  was  loaned  by  the  Building  Fund,  and 
is  now  being  paid  off  by  yearly  instalments  of  £30,  in  lieu 
of  rent.  These  arrangements,  with  the  return  of  com- 
mercial prosperity  to  the  district,  and  a  considerable 
increase  of  population  in  Hawera,  have  opened  tlie  way 
for  further  effort.  In  189G  an  excellent  Parsonage  site  of 
an  acre  was  acquired  in  Hawera,  and  in  the  following  year 
a  house  of  nine  rooms  was  built  thereon.  The  total  cost 
of  this  was  hetween  £500  and  £600.  About  half  was 
raised  by  subscriptions,  bazaars,  tt'c.  The  remainder  is 
due  to  the  Church  Ijoan  Fund,  and  is  being  gradually 
discharijed. 


Extension  and   Prospects. 

Of  this  circuit  it  may  be  sairi  "  there  remaineth  much 
land  to  be  possessed."  At  Okaiawa,  seven  years  ago,  an 
exc(^llent  Sunday-school  had  been  organised  by  Mr.  Burgon, 
and  was  in  successful  ()p(M*ation.  There  was  then  a 
proposal  to  build  a  church,  but  it  has  not  yet  developed  into 
actuality,  although  a  church  site  of  an  acre  was  acquired 
in  ISSM.  At  Waverley  a  splendid  site  has  been  held  for 
over  twenty  years.  For  a  consiuerahle  time  profitabh* 
s(»r vices  were  held  there,  first  in  the  block  house  and 
afterwards  in  the  schoolroom,  but  because  of  the  difficulty 
to  supj)ly  they  were  discontinued.  At  Normanby  two 
pieces  of  land  have  l)een  given  as  sites  for  a  church,  one  by 
Captain  HIake  and  the  other  by  the  late  W.  L.  Hirst,  Es([. 
At  Kakaramea  a  site  is  also  held  waiting  for  the  time  to 
come  when  the  congregation  shall  ''arise and  build."  Now 
that  Wanganui  has  engaged  the  services  of  a  second 
ministerial  agent,  and  the  Hawera  Circuit  has  on  it.s  staff 
eleven  local  preachers,  we  may  expect  that  the  gaps 
between  these  two 
circuits  will  be  filled 
up,  and  so  the  chain 
of  stations  be  com- 
pleted from  Wan- 
ganui to  Wellington. 

TheRev..J.l)uK-es, 
who  has  recently 
gone  to  the  circuit, 
will  certairdy  spare 
no  pains  to  bring 
this  about.  Of  slight 
physique,  and  some- 
what delicate  consti- 
tution, he  absolutely 
riots  in  hard  work. 
He  is  a  native  of 
Staffordshire,  and 
began  to  preach  there 
inlSGG.  After  work- 
ing as  a  local  preacher 
for  thirteen  years  l\e 
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in  1879,  bringing  such  excellent  recommendations  that^ 

although  a  marriMi  man,  he  was  at  once  received  into  the 

ministry  and  appointed  to  a  circuit.    Of  the  twenty  years 

he  has  spent  in  the  colony,  no  less  than  seven  were  given 

to  Masterton,  nine 

otheni  to  thfAA  dif- 

it^retit  ciroutLs  in  ihn 

Auckland    Distriet, 

and    three  to  Wui^ 

mti.tt\     At    Ma,sti^r' 

ton,  (lurin^f  his  first 

teroij    he    liad     tho 

pktisur**  of  Keoinj»:  /i 

con  R  1(1  arable 

debt  removed, 

and,  during 

the 


Chdbch  JiXD  Schoolroom,  Opunakr. 


second,  of  enlarging  the  church  to  nearly  double  its  size 
without  incuning  d*'bt.  He  also  placed  upon  the  "  Phin  " 
eight  young  men  as  local  preachers.  In  his  present  sphere, 
with  the  133  members  scattered  over  some  29  miles  of 
country,  it  is  obvious  that  he  cannot  "  eat  the  bread  of 
idleness."  There  are  three  Sunday-schools  in  the  Circuit, 
with  26  teachers  and  224  scholars,  whilst  the  atten<lants 
number  750. 


these  pUioes  is  still  carried  on  by  loving  hearts  and  earnest 
hands.  The  Rev.  T.  G.  Hammon^  while  in  chsrge 
specially  of  the  Native  Mission,  frequently  supplies  the 
Fatea  pulpit^  and  occasionallv  other  places  in  the  Circuit 
In  Hawerai  Messrs.  Barnard,  Barraclough,  Arthur,  Foj, 
E.  Dixon,  and  others  not  only  sustain  the  local  church,  but 
are  eager  to  promote  its  extension  throughout  the  district 
Pater  has  suffered  from  removals  more  than  is  usual,  but 
Messi-s.  Hawkon,  Smith,  G.  Boagey,  W.  Cody,  and  others 
still  hold  the  fort  At  Okaiawa,  "Bishop  Burgon^snd 
Mr.  H.  JoU  are  ready  for  every  good  work,  while  at 
Mauaia  there  is  a  revival  of  interest  in  the  Sunday-school 
and  in  the  services  generally.  With  such  a  staff  cyf  workers 
and  others  like-minded,  the  prosperity  of  the  Circuit  it 
ensured. 


OPUNAKE  CIRCUIT. 

The  ecclesiastical  relationship  of  the  places  in  this  oil 
has  been  somewhat  mixed.  In  Opunakc  itself  services  t 
first  held  in  18S1.  The  Revs.  J.  A.  Luxford 
D.  McNicoll  visited  the  district  from  Patoa  and  Nsw 
Plymouth  as  they  were  able,  but  as  this  involved  tra\'elliiig 
nearly  50  miles  each,  the  services  were  not  frequent 
During  1882  and  1883  a  Home  Missionary — Mr.  Harold 
Ensor — was  employed.  In  1884  Opunakc  was  made  a 
separate  circuit,  the  minister  having  apparently  a  roving 
commission  to  take  up  any  places  then  unoccupied  along 
the  coast.  For  four  years  succeeding,  Mr.  Young  worked 
there  as  Home  Missionary,  holding  services  chiefly  at 
Opunake,  Kaponga,  and  Manaia.  During  the  second  year 
it  was  served  by  the  second  minister  of  the  Hawera 
Circuit,  who  in  1S89  lived  at  Manaia,  and  in  1890  at 
Opunake.      On     the    recommendation     of     the    Hawera 


Past  and  Present  Workers. 

The  Rev.  C.  E.  Barley  was  appointed  to  the  Circuit  in 
1888,  but  lived  only  long  enough  for  the  people  to 
understand  his  Christian  spirit  and  thorough  devotion  to 
the  duties  of  his  office.  He  had  been  for  some  years  a 
minister  of  the  Primitive  Methodist  Church,  but,  three 
years  previously,  had  resigned  that  post,  and  oflfei-ed 
himself  to  the  Conference,  He  served  acceptably  a  full 
term  at   Mahurangi,  and  in  that  wide  circuit  made  full 

Sroof  of  his  ministry.  Coming  to  Hawera,  he  threw 
imself  into  the  work  with  great  energy,  but  a  fatal 
disease  developed,  and  carried  him  off,  much  to  the  regret 
of  his  people.  Among  other  members  mourned  at  Hawera 
was  Mrs.  King,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  Methodists  of 
New  Plymouth,  and  during  her  latter  days  she 
fully  sustained  the  Christian  character  she  had  hitherto 
borne.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Williams,  of  Pate%  who  passed  to 
her  rest  last  year,  was  a  woman  of  hospitable  instincts  and 
considerable  mental  power.  In  the  Hutt,  Rangitikei, 
Wanganui,  Cardiff,  and  Patea  Districts  she  was  noted  for 
her  kindness  of  heart  and  consiptency,  and,  perhaps,  still 
more  so,  for  the  thorough  tmining  of  her  children.  She 
lived  to  the  age  of  sev^ty  years,  and  now  "  her  children 
mo  up  mad  call  her  blessed."    The  work  begun  in  all 


OprrSVKK    PAR80NA<iE. 


Qimrtoilv  M<H^tin^  of   18 DO   Opunake,    OaiimJi,   Knptmijji, 
Pihamfl^  HIthftjn,  Otjikr4*iv  m\d  Card  iff  were  consritutt*d  a 
C  l  II-  u  i  t .     S I  n  en  t  h  r*  o  Ciin  1  i  ff  h  iis  hvim  u  n  i  trd  t o  8  r,  rnt  inrxL  [ 
St'tni*    plueeH    forni^riy    workorl    in    OpunAkf*    hnvo    In***!!- 
hnntiiHl  o\'i*v  to  the  New  Plynioutli  Oiast  Mission,  hut  thej 
cirruit  h  nil]]  of  ieHp»*ctable  dhnen^iona,  mvon  places  b  ' 
upon    its   **Phuj,"   timl   covering  a  conBiderable  areh 
ground. 
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3.  Fkrkrt,  Opunakk. 


Places  Occapled. 

1887  ma  excellent  church  rite  of  three  roods  was 
id  at  Kaponga.  There  were  then  remdent  there 
diata  who  had  come  from  the  Hutt  and  Wanganui 
My  and  these  formed  the  nncleus  of  the  congregation. 

They   were  anxious 
for    a  sanctuaiy  of 
their  own,   and  two 
years  later  a  church 
was  erected,  all  the 
labour   being  gratu- 
itous.   It  was  opened 
on  May  30th,  1889. 
In  1892  it  was  lined 
and  seated  at  a  fur- 
theroutlayof  £30,  and 
during   last    year    a 
vestry    was    erected 
at  an  additional  cost 
of     £30.      It    is     a 
plain,    8tron;r,   coun- 
try church,  and   will 
probably  need  to  be 
enlarged  before  long. 
Church     sites      had 
been      acquired      at 
Opunake     in      1881 
and    1890.     One   of 
these  has  since  been 
sold.     On  the  other, 
during   the    Rev.  C. 
ccroft's  ministry,  a  very  neat  church  and  schoolroom 
erected.      The    church    accommodates    about    one 
red  and  seventy  pei-sons,  and  the  schoolroom  attached 
I  provision    for  seventy  scholars.     The  total  outlay 
8336,  and  the  debt  £110.     This  was  loaned  by  the 
ing  Fund,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  has  since  been 
It  was  openeil  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Taylor  on  Friday, 
>er  2nd,  1890.     Three  years  later  six  acres  of  land, 
A  house  of  seven    rooms   thereon,    was  purchased 
Fkraonage.      It  cost   £275,   of   which    about    half 
raised    at    the    time.     The    balance    of     the    loan 

from  the  Building 
Fund  has  now  been 
repaid  with  the  ex- 
ception of  about 
£40.  In  1884  it 
was  resolved  that  a 
fortnightly  service 
be  commenced  at 
Otakeho,  and  such 
services  are  still  held, 
though  a  church  has 
not  been  built.  A 
church  site  purchased 
by  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary Committee  is 
also  held  at  Pihama 
for  future  use.  Dur- 
ing last  year  two 
new  Sunday-schools 
were  opened.  At 
Awatuna  a  goodly 
congregation  wor- 
ships in  the  public 
}.  Watson,  Awatuka.  sohodroom. 


Ministers  and  Offlce-bearers. 

The  Rev.  G.  Ptaney,  the  present  miniBter,  is  a 
Ckymishman,  bom  at  Camborne.  Converted  in  boyhood, 
he  became  a  local  preacher  when  he  was  sixteen.  Six 
years  later  he  emigrated  to  New  Zealand,  and  on  the 
strength  of  recom- 
mendations sent  by 
the  Home  Circuit 
was  employed  as  a 
minister  of  the  Free 
Methodist  Church  in 
this  Colony.  His 
firstappointment  was 
in  the  Grey  Valley. 
He  subsequently 
worked  in  connection 
with  that  church  fn 
the  Charleston,  Na- 
pier, Christchurch, 
Reef  ton,  Wellington, 
Woodville  and  Ad- 
ding ton  Circuits. 
Wbil«  residing  in 
Woodville  he  was 
made  Chairman  of 
the  District.  He  is 
thus  a  minister  of 
standing  and  experi- 
ence, and  is  a  fluent 
speaker  and  diligent 
pastor.  Under  his 
charge  there  are,  in  the  seven  places,  74  members,  in  the 
three  Sunday-schools  118  scholai*s,  and  500  persons  attend 
the  public  services.  He  is  assisted  in  the  work  of 
preaching  by  seven  local  preachers.  Messi-s.  G.  Watson 
(Awatuna),  Guy  (Opunake),  Frethey  (Kaponga),  Oliver 
(Awatuna),  and  Wills  (Otakeho)  are  among  the  church 
oftice-bearers,  and  very  willing,  faithful  helpers. 


Mr.  J.  Guy,  Opunakb. 


STRATFORD  CIRCUIT. 


Stratford  is  one  of  the  youngest  but  most  rapidly 
growing  and  progressive  towns  on  the  West  Coast.  It  is 
the  centre  of  a  large  district,  and  also  commands  tho  trade 
along  the  route 
which  will  eventu- 
ally connect  Tara- 
naki  with  Auckland. 
It  has  now  a  popu- 
lation of  probably 
1500.  within  the 
borough  limits.  Ser- 
vices .  were  com- 
menced there  by  the 
Rev. 'J.  T.  Pinfold, 
of  W/iitera,  in  1889. 
Unfortunately  they 
were  discontinued, 
but  as  the  town  was 
progressing,  and 
eventually  destined 
to  be  a  centre,  a 
young  minister — the 
Rer.    H.    K    Bell- 
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there  by  the  President  in  1894  to  form  a  circuit.  In  that 
Circuit  there  are  now  two  churches  and  seven  other 
preaching  places  at  distances  ranging  from  three  and 
a-lialf  to  eleven  miles,  and  only  the  want  of  labourers 
prevents  others  being  occupied. 


STRATF<»Rn    ClURCH. 

Churches    Erected. 

The  first  church  was  built  at  Cardiff,  a  farming  district, 
about  four  miles  from  Stratford.  Mr.  W.  Williams, 
formerly  of  Patea,  gave  a  central  site,  and  on  this  a  church 
of  wood  to  seat  SO  persons  was  erected  in  1891,  at  a  cost 
of  £139.  A  loan  of  £-50  towards  this  was  granted  by  the 
Building  Fund,  and  the  debt  has  since  been  dischaigod. 
During  the  last  two  months  the  church  has  been  seated, 
lined,  and  painted,  and  now  presents  a  very  attractive 
appearance.  When  it  was  built  it  was  in  connection  with 
the  Hawera  Circuit.  Mcv^srs.  W.  and  1).  Williams, 
Marchant,  McGechie,  Smith,  and  1).  Watson  were  among 
its  promoters.  The  Messrs.  Williams  have  since  removed, 
but  the  others  are  still  work(?rs  there.  A  site  at  Stratford 
itself  was  ac(iuired  through  the  aid  of  the  Loan  Fund,  and 
on  this  a  church  to  seat  about  120  persons  was  erected  in 
1895,  at  a  cost  of  ^ITo.  The  debt  still  owing  is  somewhat 
heavy,  but  is  gradually  being  paid  off*.  Preaching  services 
are  also  held  at  Ngaire,  Toko,  Bird  Road,  Mahoe,  Eltham, 
Mangatoke,  and  Pembroke  Road. 


The  Parsonas:e. 

A  married  minister  having  been  appointed  last  year,  it 
was  found  expedient  to  build  rather  than  to  pay  rent  for  a 
house.  A  good  site  of  two  and  a-half  acres  was  purchased, 
and  the  pleasantly-situated,  six-roomed  cottage,  of  which 
we  present  an  illustration,  built  thereon.  The  plans 
of  the  Stratford  Church  and  Parsonage  were  drawn  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Boon,  one  of  the  Circuit  Stewards. 


Circuit  Workers. 

Mr.  Boon  is  one  of  the  oldest  native-born  New  Zealand 

Methodists.     His  father — Mr.  A.  Boon — was  the  builder 

of  the   Three  Kings    College,    and   one   of   the   origiuaV 

Trustees  of  the  Parncll  Church  on  the  first  Model  Deed  oi 

the  Colony,     His  son,  after  having  served  the  Church  ior 


many  yeai's  at  Mahurangi,  now  resides  at  Ngaire,  and  as 
local  preacher  and  Steward  helps  forward  the  work  in  this 
new  district.  Other  office-bearers  are  Messrs.  Thompson, 
Mastei's,  Cameron,  Christie,  the  brothers  Hill,  Jones,  and 
Stephens.  The  Rev.  F.  T.  Read,  the  minister,  is  a  native 
of  Sleaford,  but  was  brought  up  at  Grantham.  In  his 
boyhood  he  attended  the  Congregational  Church  and 
Sunday-school  there,  and  served  as  pupil  teacher  in  a  day 
school  for  five  years.  Removing  to  South  Wales  for 
business  purposes,  and  fimling  no  Congregational  Church, 
he  joined  the  Bible  Christians,  became  a  local  preacher, 
and  in  1889  was  recommended  for  the  ministry'.  Two 
years  later  he  came  to  New  Zealand,  and  served  in  the 
Addington  and  Cmmwell  Circuits.  While  at  Addington 
there  was  a  very  gracious  revival  of  religion.  A  church 
debt  was  reduced,  and  a  Parsonage  built.  He  is  a 
thoughtful  preacher  and  an  attentive  pastor.  In  his 
charge  there  are,  according  to  the  minutes,  nine  preaching 
places,  with  an  attendance  of  5.50  persons,  121  members 
are  returned,  and  in  the  three  Sunday-schools  there  ai*e 
102  scholars  in  the  charge  of  nine  teachers.  Seven 
brethren  assist  the  minister  as  local  preachers,  and  as 
many  more  take  occasional  services,  while  a  Mission  Band 
is  also  in  active  operation.  There  is  every  prospect  that 
Stratford  will  develop  into  a  strong  and  growing  circuit, 
and  take  its  share  in  the  evangelisation  of  the  new 
settlements  springing  up  around. 


RANQITIKEI  CIRCUIT. 

About  82  years  since  a  few  Methodists  (mostly  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Wellington)  settled  in  what  was  then 
known  as  the  llangitikci  District.  The  upper  portion  was 
covered  with  dense  bush.  What  was  usually  called 
Tutacnui,  and  is  now  the  flourishing  town  of  Marton,  was 
a  very  small  village.  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  land 
around  it  had  been  brought  into  cultivation,  and  the  rest 
was  covered  with  toitoi.  A  small  settlement  had  been 
started  at  Hulls,  chiefly  sustained  by  the  sawmills  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  Methodist  settlers  were  visited 
occasionally  by  the  Revs.  Fitchett  and  Harding,  from 
Wanganui.  In  1SG8  th?  then  Wanganui  minister  organised 
regular  preaching  services  throughout  the  whole  district, 
some  being  held  on  the  Sunday  and  others  on  the  week 
(lays.  This  involved  long  rides,  but  they  were  kept  up. 
At  Tutaenui  they  were  conducted  in  a  small  unlined 
schoolroom,  near  the  site  of  the  present  public  school, 
Messrs.    Lyon,    Cawood,    Trott,    the  brothers  Henderson, 
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Circuit  Offhe-hfarfrs,  Stratford. 

Top  Row     \V    Krllv    I).  Watson.  ("..  A.Manhaiit.  J.  Mastir-.      Middle  Row— T.  J.  Thoinps..n.  J.  \V.  Hoon.  R.  H.  Cam*  ion.      Ht.tK.in  Row— I-.  C.  Hills,    ' .  —^ 
L\  T.  Hills.  Rrv.  F.  T.  R.a.l.  C   Sniilh. 
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Richardson,  and  Morris  assisting  in  the  establishment  of 
the  same.  Near  to  Bulls  were  settled  Messrs.  McHardie 
and  family,  and  their  relatives  the  Halls  and  Poads,  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Masters,  who  formed  the  nucleus  of  a 


Stratford  Parsonage. 

congregation  which  met  at  the  Courthouse.  In  the  upper 
district  services  were  first  held  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Sykes, 
then  far  away  in  the  bush.  Subsequently  they  were 
conducted  in  a  schoolroom,  Messi-s.  Gordon,  ^Iidfol•d, 
Thomas^  and  others  helping.  Services  were  also  opened 
at  Porewa,  not  far  from  the  residence  of  the  Hon.  W.  Fox, 
where  the  Signals  and  others  were  settled. 


Era  of  Church  Building:. 

The  above  places  constitute  the  present  Tlaiipfitikei 
Circuit,  which  was  formed  in  1871,  the  Rev.  \V.  S.  Harper 
being  appointed  as  the  minister.  The  first  stops  towards 
church  building  were  taken  in  the  Upper  District,  where 
Mr.  J.  Rowe  gave  a  half-acre  site.  The  means  of  most  of 
the  settlers  were  scanty,  but  some  carted  timber,  and 
others  gave  labour,  so  that  the  money  cost  of  building  was 
small.  The  Rev.  W.  C.  Oliver  conducted  the  first  services 
therein  on  December  17th,  1871,  and  the  collections  that 
day,  and  at  a  public  meeting  the  following  evening,  freed 

the  church  from 
debt.  A  few  years 
later  it  was  lined 
and  otherwise  im- 
proved at  a  cost  of 
je  4  0  more.  The 
schoolroom  in  Mar- 
ton  had  been  built 
for  religious  services 
as  well  as  school 
purposes,  all  de- 
nominations having 
an  interest  therein. 
Eventually  the  Hon. 
W.  Fox  paid  out  the 
several  portions,  and 
with  that  allotted  to 
t  he  Wealeyan  Church 
the  present  excellent 
site  fronting  en 
Thk  Latk  Mb.  D.  McHarpik.  Broadway  was  pur- 

J^a/  Prtacher,  Ranf^tikei.  chased.    In  1872  the 


fiist  church  (now  used  as  a  schoolroom)  was  erected 
thereon.  It  was  opened  on  December  15th,  by  the 
Rev.  J.  S.  Smalley,  who  had  ridden  up  from  Wellington, 
and  the  Rev.  R.  Stewart  (Presbyterian).  The  cost  wa« 
£200,  of  which  one-half  was  raised.  At  the  soiree,  held 
the  following  evening,  at  which  Mr.  Fox  presided,  addresses 
were  delivered  by  the  Revs.  Ross,  Honore,  Harper,  and 
Smalley.  The  meeting  is  said  to  have  been  "  enthusiastic, 
spiritual,  and  financially  successful."  In  1 876  a  comfortable 
church,  seating  150  persons,  was  erected  at  Bulls  at  a  cost 
of  je229.  Some  debt  was  left,  but  a  few  years  later  this 
was  paid  through  the  Loan  Fund. 


Provision  for  a  Married  Minister. 

A  Parsonage  site  of  an  acre  was  purchased  in  1879,  and 
in  the  following  j'ear  the  present  house  of  nine  rooms  was 
built.  It  was  not  all  finished  at  the  time,  but  eventually 
the  total  cost  amounted  to  something  like  ^2650.  Of  thw 
£400  were  borrowed,  and  this  debt  proved  a  heavy  burden 
for  some  years.  During  the  Rev.  W.  Cannell's  residence 
half  of  it  was  raised  by  subscription,  and  the  remainder 
Ijorrowed  from  the  Ix)au  Fund  without  interest.  A  few 
months  since  the  balance  of  this  was  paid,  so  that  now  the 
property  is  entirely  free,  and  is  a  comfortable  residenct*. 


New  Ciiurcii  Enterprise. 

About  ten  years  since  Marton  township  rapidly  grew, 
and  for  four  or  ^\q  years  there  was  great  prosperity.  The 
old  church  became  too  small  for  the  congregation,  and  in 
1891  it  was  resolved  to  erect  a  new  and  larger  building. 
This  project  was  carried  out  in  1893,  when  the  present 
elegjtiit  building,  seating  220  persons,  was  opened  and 
d(»dicated  for  Divine  worship.  It  cost  in  all  £772. 
Externally  and  internally,  it  is  one  of  the  neatest  and  best 
arranged  country  churches  in  the  Colony.  Its  graceful 
spire  attracts  attention,  and  it  is  (juite  an  <nnament  to  the 
town.  A  debt  of 
£'220  was  left,  which 
is  being  gradually 
liquidated  by  means 
of  the  Loan  Fund 


Past  and 
Present  Workers. 

In  its  early  stages 
R  a  n  g  i  t  i  k  e  i  was 
greatly  indebted  to 
the  faithful  and 
willing  labour  of  Mr. 
D.  McHardie,  a  local 
preacher,  wjio  re- 
moved thither  from 
the  Hutt.  He  was 
truly  "an  eloquent 
man  and  mighty  in 
the  Scriptures."  He 
rode  long  distances 
in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties,  and  his 
decease  in  the  prime 
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loss.  Mr.  C.  Lyon  was  also  exceedingly  active,  and  the 
late  Mr.  J.  Gordon  had  much  to  do  with  the  erection  of 
the  Upper  District  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sykes,  in  the 
same  locality,  were  Hutt  Methodists,  and  their  house  was 
the  preacher's  home.  Mrs.  Sykes  being  left  a  widow, 
afterwards  married  Mr.  Allman,  also  an  earnest  supporter. 
In  later  days  Mr.  Fagan  did  good  service  as  local  preacher 
at  Bulls,  and  Mr.  Shannon,  at  Marton,  was  a  valuable  helper 
until  the  time  of  his  removal.  ]\ressrs.  Andrew,  Richardson, 
Wilton,  J.  McKardic,  Wliite,  Mossman,  Miss  Wilton, 
tlio  younger  Gordons,  and  others,  are  the  acting  circuit 
officials,  and  have  excellent  opportunities  for  effective 
working.  The  Rev.  G.  W.  J.  Spence  is  the  minister  in 
charge.  He  is  a  native  of 
Dromore,  Go.  Down,  Ire- 
land, find  was  educated  in  ' 

Wesley  College,  Dublin. 
Received  by  the  Irish  Con- 
ference in  1S77,  he  came 
to  this  Colony  two  years 
later  His  first  circuit 
was  the  Northern  Wairoa, 
and  he  has  since  laboureil 
in  all  the  districts  except 
Canterbury.  Ardent  in 
temperament,  impressive 
in  utterance,  and  deeply 
imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
evangelism,  he  steadily 
pursues  his  AA'ork.  Owing 
possibly  to  the  small 
number  of  local  preachers, 
the  Circuit  has  not  grown 
of  late  years  as  might  iiave 
been  expected,  but  in  the 
four  preaching  places  there 
are  returiie^l  02  members 
and  320  worshippers,  while 
in  the  two  Sunday-schools 
there  are  98  children  under 
the  charge  of  1.3  teachers. 


SANDON  AND 
FEILDINQ  CIRCUIT. 

This  is  one  of  the  few 
circuits  in  New  Zealand 
where  two  names  are  con- 
joined in  the  title,  Sandon 
being  the  name  of  a  dis- 
trict. The  combination  of 
the  two  is  explainer]  by  its 
IiiHtorv. 


Bishop,  Hughey,  Wrigley,  Hunt,  Tompkins,  and  others, 
who  all  settled  in  that  neighbourhood.  The  majority  of 
these  were  members  of  the  Church,  and  soon  after  their 
arrival  the  Rev,  W.  S.  Harper,  then  stationed  at 
Rangitikei,  commenced  services  in  Mr.  Farmer's  house. 
Und(T  his  successor,  Mr.  lieeve,  they  migrated  to  the 
schoolrocmi.  About  this  time  the  first  class  was  established 
in  Mrs.  Hughey's  house.  Mr.  J.  Tompkins  was  appointed 
letuler.  Under  Mr.  Hammond's  ministry  in  the  following 
year  a  church  was  erectcnl,  and  opened  in  February,  1875, 
by  the  Rev.  J.  Rerry.  Great  gratification  was  expresses] 
whon  it  was  found  that  not  only  had  the  cost  been  met, 
but  there  was  a  balance  in   hand  of  £b.     In    that  year  a 

married  minister  was  ap- 
pointed   iis    the   Superin- 

tendent  of  the  Rangitikei 

Circuit,  and  a  house  of  six 
rooms  was  built  for  the 
accommodation  of  himself 
and  family.  Th(j  cost  was 
£:5S0,  of  which  £200  was 
raised  locally  and  £100 
was  granted  from  the 
Home  Missicm  Fund,  thus 
lea\ing  a  debt  of  £80, 
which  in  a  few  years  was 
discharged.  At  various 
times  since  improvements 
and  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  church  pro- 
perties, the  cost  in  each 
case  being  provided.  In 
1889  the  house  was  en- 
larged b}'  three  additional 
rooms,  at  a  cost  of  £100, 
and  a  large  vestry  at  the 
same  time  was  attached  to 
the  church.  The  families 
of  many  of  tlu^  original 
settlers  still  leside  in  the 
\icinity,  and  the  congrega- 
tion is  devout  and  earnest. 


MaRTOX    ClirRCII    AND    SuXOAY-SrHOOL. 


Sanson, 
where  the  Superintendent  Minister  resides,  is  a  small 
township  of  about  250  people.  The  church  there  is  the 
product  of  Hutt  and  Wellington  Methodism.  About  the 
year  1872  many  of  the  Ilutt  settlers,  finding  their  farms 
too  small  for  their  growing  families,  formed  a  small  Farm 
Association.  This  Association  acquired  a  block  of  land 
from  the  Wellington  Provincial  Government,  in  what  was 
generally  known  then  as  the  Manawatu  District.  Its 
leader  and  orgain'sejr  was  Mr.  H.  Sanson,  senior,  now 
resident  at  Rongotea.  With  him  and  his  sons  were 
associated  Messrs.  J.  and  H.  Bowater,  Farmei-,  Pearce, 


Feilding:. 

About  the  time  of  the 
special  settlement  at  San- 
son, a  colonising  experi- 
ment was  made  by  an 
English  Company  known 
as  the  Manchester  Associa- 
tion. A  considerable  area 
of  land  was  acquired,  and 
from    the   country  seat    of 


one  of  its  promoters  it  was  known  as  Sandoii  District, 
Feilding  being  the  first  and  principal  township.  The 
Rev.  T.  F.  Reeve  instituted  the  first  Wesleyan  services  , 
there  at  the  en<l  of  1878.  His  text  was  :  **  iJeware  of 
covetousness."  Mr.  Hammond  c«)ntinue(l  the  services. 
For  some  Sundays  they  were  held  under  the  pine  trees 
near  the  river,  and  afterwards  in  a  carpenter's  shop. 
Mr.  John  Crowther,  of  Wainui,  iissisted  in  those  services 
by  lefiding  the  singing.  Two  years  later  an  acre  of  land 
was  purchased  for  £20,  and   on  this  in  1876^  durin^r  tUs. 

to  seat  ViQ  ^T?.om,  ^\,  ^^^-dX.  ^vs^X.  vi^  SX^^.   VvX^v^  *^>^ 
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was  lined  and  otherwise  improved  at  a  further  cost  of 
X80.  In  1881  the  outlook  was  so  promising  that  a  circuit 
was  formed,  and  a  young  minister — the  lie  v.  W.  G. 
Pai'sons(m — was  appointed.     Durin^j  his    term  there  was 


Building  Fund,  and  is  now  being  paid  oft  by  instalments. 
Last  year  a  splendid  Parsonage  site  and  glebe  of  five  acix^ 
was  ac(|uired,  and  <in  this  a  Parsonajje  for  the  residt-iit 
minister    is    now    being  erected.      l>uring   the    i\\v  year-i 


rpl'KR    Tl'TVKMl    I'lllRlFI,    K.VNdlTlK  Fl. 

considerable  progress,  and  other  phu-i's  wer/  (ijMMied  iij), 
but,  unfortunately,  at  the  end  of  the  year  he  was  icmnvcd. 
and  Feilding  attached  to  the  Sandnii  C'iriuit.  This 
discouraged  s<»me  of  the  members,  aiid  oih-  (u*  two 
out-places  were  abandoned.  For  twelve  years  the  wh<»le 
was  worke<l  by  the  one  minister  and  loeal  preachers. 
About  1898  the  growth  of  the  town  nere«sitated  a 
further  agent   being  emj)loved,  and   in   tin*  follnwin;,'  vear 

Mr.  \V.  U.  Judkins 
was  a|)pointed  as  a 
second  minister.  He 
was  young,  linen  t, 
and  j)oj)ular.  The 
congregation  rapidly 
increase<l.  There 
were  willing  ancl 
g<'nerous  members  in 
the  Church,  ainl  a 
new  and  laiger 
s  a  n  c  t  II  a  i*  y  w  a  s 
erected,  of  which  we 
present  a  view.  The 
church  itself  seats 
300  persons,  and  the 
old  church  is  at  t  ached 
for  Sunday  -  school 
purposes.  The  j-ntire 
cost  of  the  enterprise 
svas  nearly  ftJOO. 
About  oTie-third  was 
juanefj  bv  the  Church 


////,   r/.    M',  ./.  >7'a:.v/a'. 


M  XKii'N    TaisuN  u;k. 

from  1-^0 1  to  isHTi  the  jioj)ulation  of  Feilding  increased  hy 
more  than  twenty  per  i-enf.,  and  is  still  raj)idly  throwing. 
Probably  there  ar*'  now  '2'M)0  |)eople  within  the  iMiroui^Ii 
limits,  and,  as  it  is  a  centre  for  up-<'ountry  trade,  it  is 
likelv  that  this  "rowth  will  b(»  continue<l. 


Outgrowths  of  the  Circuit. 

At    Canij)lM'lJtown,    some    eiirbt    miles    from    Sanson,  a 
church  site  was  iii\eii   in    l-'^Tl*   by  the   Hon.  K.  Campln-ll. 
Twi'he  years  later  this  ^ite  not    l)eini;  considered  suitable, 
another    was     j)urchas(Ml,     and     on     that     the    very     neat 
building  ^bnwn  in  our  illustration  was  ere<'ted  at  a  cost  of 
,£lSO.     Tw<i  oi-  three   years    later  the  name  of  Campln-ll- 
t»»wn  was  elianiri'd  to  Koni^otea,  and  there  is  f<)und  therein 
an  excellent  conijreirat  ion  and  a  well-worke<l  Sunday-sclxKil. 
.\l     Nikau,    a    small 
settlement    s»me  ten 
miles  from  I''eii(lintr, 
a  site  was  iriven  last 

year   by   Mr.   T.    A.  jj^ 

Smith,  and  a  (rhurch, 
L»  Ift.  by  iSft.,  erected 
there  at  a  cost  <if 
I'l  MI.  Further  ex 
tensions  are  contejii- 
plated.  At  Taikoi'ca, 
about  four  miles 
from  lb»ni:otea,  a 
church  site  of  an 
acre  has  been  given 
^vithin  the  last 
month,  also  the 
timber  lu'cessary  for 
building.  Sit.'s  are 
also  h(>ld  at  Hal- 
cfunbe  and  Makino. 
The  statistics  of 
XW   mc\A\V   s\\v\N\    w\      'Ywv  \.\-\v  Mu.Ii.s.  O'l.KieN,  Tn.\^.^^I. 
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present  four  churclies  and  two  preacliing  places.  There 
are  1n\e  local  preachers,  15.*^  members,  and  860  adherents. 
Three  Sunday-schools  are  in  active  operation,  and  there 
are  218  children  on  the  rolls. 


•'The  Holy  Dead." 

Among  the  first  membeis  of  the  Church  in  this  district 
was  Mra,  Hughey,  a  warm-hearted  Irishwoman.  She 
was  intensely  interested  in  religious  matters.  Up  to  the 
time  of  her  d(:ath,  at  the  great  age  of  92,  she  sought  the 


The    Ministerial    Staff. 

The  llev.  C.  Abernethy  is  a  native  of  Shetland.  In  his 
early  manhood  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  miner,  and 
trav(»lled  in  several  of  the  colonies,  gaining  a  large 
knowledge  of  men,  which  ha.s  stood  him  in  good  stead. 
He  entered  the  ministry  at  a  somewhat  later  period  than 
usual,  and  was  at  once  appointed  to  a  circuit.  During  his 
twenty  years'  ministry  he  has  laboured  in  the  Auckland, 
Nelson,  Otago,  and  Canterbury  Districts.  Patient, 
plodding,  and  persevering,  with  a  quiet  fund  of  humour 
and  considerable  determination,  he  wins  his  way  with  his 
people.     Somewhat   slow    of   speech,  he   is    a    thoughtful 


Ranoitikki  (^i  artkkly  Mkktixg. 

Back  Row— H.  IJillens.  J.  Wlutc.  R.  Gonlun,  J.  McHardic.    l"roni  Row— J.  Richardson.  Rev,  G.  \V.  J.  Spencc.  E.  Mossmaii. 


welfare  of  God's  House.  The  late  Mr.  James  A'Court  was 
a  quiet,  unassuming,  God-fearing  man.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Church  at  the  Hutt,  and  died  after 
a  residence  of  eight  years  at  Sanson.  Mr.  J.  Tompkins, 
the  first  class  leader,  was  converted  somewhat  late  in  life. 
He  was  an  intelligent  man,  and  became  a  thoughtful  and 
acceptable  local  preacher,  in  which  capacity  he  rendered 
good  service.  Mr.  H.  J  jo  water  was  a  man  of  det^p  and 
earnest  piety,  and  though  not  occupying  any  official 
pcwition,  was  greatly  respecteci; 


expositor,  and  when  roused  speaks  with  great  force. 
Liberal  to  a  fault,  the  longer  he  is  known  the  better  he  is 
beloved.  His  colleague,  the  Rev.  T.  W.  Vealie,  who 
resides  in  Feilding,  is  a  Cornishman,  and  served  for  some 
time  in  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  United  States.  Since  coming  to  New  Zealand  he 
has  been  employed  in  the  Auckland  and  Tauranga  Circuits, 
and  in  the  fjrmer  of  these  tlni  new  Kingslaud  Church  is  a 
monument  oi  Kv-a  vY>\\vi\,  viwviwj^^ «    \!i\\\iSK^>^\s>L\\vs^\^ 
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greatly  ivspc^cted.  The  Circuit  luw  been  greatly 
uiivaiitaged  by  I  ho  icsideneo  of  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Harper 
tliereiii  for  the  long  period  of  twenty-one  yeais.  He  is  a 
Yorkslii reman  and  was  a  day-scliool  teacher.     As  a  young 


Sa\Si»\    Cm  I{(  II     \M>     l'.U;>(>NA(.K. 

local  j)U'a(.'lii'i'  lie  was  associated  with  tlic  late  l^ichard 
AVeavcr,  and  i^'ainc*!  a  lovo  for  and  an  ai)titud('  in 
(?van;;elistio  work  that  he  has  never  lost.  lie  eaine  to  the 
C<>lony  thirty-fi\e  years  ai,'«),  and  did  brilliant  and 
efVoi'tivo  servict?  in  layini^  the  foundations  of  the  Chinch  at 
Ilokitika  and  the  Thanies.  IFt^  was  also  a  minister  in  the 
Clnistchurch,  Auckland,  liutt,  Ulenheim,  an<l  Nelson 
Circuits,  an«l  for  souk?  time  the  (^haii-man  of  the  Nelson 
District.  It  was  a  i^reat  loss  to  tht?  New  Zealand  Church 
when  nervous  prostiation  compelled  his  retirement  from 
the  itinerant  ranks.  Unable  to  take  full  circuit  work,  he 
now  resides  on  his  farm,  but  still  preaches  frctjuently, 
both  in  this  ami  the  neii^dibouriiiL^  circuits,  and  <loes  so 
with  great  a«.'ce[)tance. 

PALMERSTON     NORTH    CIRCUIT. 

The  town  of  Palmerslon  North  is  centrally 
situated  in  one  of  the  njost  tV'rtile  districts  of 
the  North  TslamJ.  It  has  been  laid  out  on  aii 
extensive  s<."ale,  and  has  now  a  ])opulation  of 
ov(»r  six  thousand.  Six  years  ago  it  was  held 
by  the  citizens  that  it  woulcl  become  the 
Chicago  of  New  Zealand.  Certainly  it  is 
destined  to  be  a  llomishing  town.  It  is  now 
the  head  of  a  compact  circuit,  having  two 
churches  and  parsonages  in  the  town  itself, 
also  a  commodious  suite  of  Sunday-school 
buildings.  There  arc;  four  countr}'  churches, 
and  one  oth<*r  preaching  place,  at  distances 
ranging  fron)  four  miles  t<»  sixtc'en.  It  is  well 
suj»plied  with  local  pr(^1chers,  there  being  no 
less  than  thirteen  on  the  "Plan.*"  There  ar(> 
'2US  members.  In  the  five  Sun<lay -schools 
."')-^o  children  are  em-olled,  and  there?  are 
1 1 1*5  att<'ndants  on  public  worshij). 

••The  Day  of  Small  Things." 

The  Rev.  W.  S.  Harper,  while  living  at 
]{angitikei,  started  the  first  services  in  the 
infant  township.  These  weni  continued  by 
the  Mews.  T.  F.  Reave  and  T.   G.  Jfauimoiid. 


The  growth  at  first  was  not  very  rapid,  a.s  on 
Mr.  Hammond's  first  visit  there,  there  were  only 
twenty-three  liouses  in  the  whole  township.  The  Snelsons 
and  l.intons  assisted  him  in  those  early  days,  and  the 
first  serAices  were  conducted  in  a  small  schoolroom.  In 
1875  Mr.  Kibblewhite,  a  Wairarapa  Methodist  who  had 
settled  there,  gave  a  site,  and  a  church  to  seat  150 
persons  was  erect(Kl.  Two  ye^rs  later  it  was  lined  and 
seated.  The  totul  cost  was 'about  £250  to  ^2,300.  £200 
Wtos  left  as  debt,  but  £100  of  this  was  paid  off  a  year 
later. 


Marked  Progress. 

in  1879  another  sit^  adjoining  the  church  was  given  for 
school  purposes  by  James  Linton,  Escj.  In  ISS'J  united 
evangelistic  services  were  held  in  the  town  Mith  great 
success,  and  about  fifty  persons  w(»r(^  cfrnvertcnl.  By  this 
time  Palmerstim  was  growing  rapidly,  and  a  new  church 
l)(»camo  a  necessity.  Plans  were  prepared,  and  a  building 
to  seat  .'?20  persons  wjis  erected.  A  memorial  stone  in 
connection  with  this  was  laid  by  Mrs.  W.  P.  GritHth,  of 
London,  mother  of  the  resident  minister,  on  March  14th, 
1S83.  when  ollerings  and  collections  for  tlie  day  amounted 
to  £111.  A  series  of  successful  opening  services  in 
(connection  with  this  building  were  conduet«Ml  by  the 
Hev.  P.  ]>avin,  then  President  of  the  Conference,  on  May 
Tith  of  the  same  \var.  The  cost  of  this  erection  was  £529, 
and  M'2Cyi)  was  raised,  but  as  £100  of  this  went  to  discharge 
the  debt  on  the  first  church,  it  was  left  with  a  heavy 
bui'd«'n  of  £.')71.  In  I88t  an  acre  and  a-cjuarter  was 
l)Uiehased,  and  a  two-storied  Parsonage  of  nine  rooms 
erected  thereon  at  a  cost  of  over  .i*500.  Th(»  Sunday-school 
has  always  been  an  excellent  and  notable  feature  in 
connecti(>n  with  this  church,  and  thoroughly  well  worked. 
On  the  completion  of  the  new  church,  the  old  one  was 
used  for  Sunday-school  purposes.  Four  class  rooms  were 
adderl  to  this  in  1^<S9,  and  in  181)2  it  was  again  enlarged. 
Th(»  result  is   that,  though  not  an   elegant  building,  it  is 
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commodious  and  well  fitted  for  its  purposes.  The  musical 
abilities  of  both  Sunday  scholars  and  congregation  have 
been  carefully  developed  and  largely  used.  Thus  the 
service  of  praise  has  been  of  a  specially  bright  and  hearty 
character,  and  high- class  concei  ts  and  oratorios  have  been 
rendered.  To  the  energy,  taste,  and  perseverance  of 
Mr.  J.  Grace  the  success  in  this  department  has  been 
largely  due. 


Ups  and  Downs. 

The  building  of  the  church  and  parsonage  strained  the 
resources  of  the  congregation,  and  the  heavy  debt  left 
damped  their  energies.  Commercial  depression  following, 
there  was  for  a  few  years 
a  severe  struggle.  Tiio 
Circuit  Stewards  issued  an 
appeal  to  tlie  Conncwitm 
for  a  relief  fund  of  two 
thousand  half-crowns,  but 
it  was  not  ver}'  generally 
responded  to.  Tlie  Loan 
Fund,  however,  came  to 
the  help  of  the  Trustees, 
and  i£220  were  granted 
without  interest,  which 
loan  has  since  been  paid 
off.  In  1893  there  was 
still  a  debt  of  £700.  A 
member  of  the  congrega- 
tion offered  a  hundred 
pounds  if  one-half  were 
raised  in  a  month.  The 
challenge  was  accepted, 
and  the  amount  subscribed. 
The  remainder  was  then 
loaned  by  the  Church 
Building  Fund,  and  is 
gradually  being  discharged. 
For  a  few  years  theie  was 
a  considerable  exodus  of 
the  population,  but  pros 
perity  has  now  returned, 
and  with  ordinary  energy 
and  activity  the  congrega- 
tion at  Broad  Street  sliould 
have  before  it  an  excellent 
career. 


Lons:burn 

was  originally  known  as  Karere.  A  small  piece  of  land 
was  given  there  as  a  site  for  a  church  in  1889,  and  a  plain 
building  erected  thereon  at  a  cost  of  £100.  Two  years 
later  the  allotment  wtis  found  to  be  so  small  and  crowdwl 
round  by  other  buildings  that  it  was  sold.  Mr.  C.  ColIi.s 
gave  another  piece  of  land,  and  an  additional  section  was 
purchased.  On  this  a  new  church  was  erected,  and  opened 
by  the  Rev.  W.  Tinsley  and  Mr.  J.  Dixon  on  August  25th, 
1889.  This  building  has  since  been  freed  from  debt,  and 
there  is  a  steady  congregation. 


lloNGOTEA  Church  ani)  Tkisteks. 


Country  Churches. 

In  1885  three  country 
Sunday-schools  were  opened 
— one  at  Ashurst  in  Janu- 
ary, and  those  at  Bunny- 

thorpe  and  lA)ngburn  in  July.  The  old  saying  that  "  the 
Sunday-school  is  the  nursery  of  the  Cliurch  "  has,  in  this 
case  been  verified,  as  in  each  case  the  erection  of  a  church 
shortly  followed.  Ashurst  was  the  first.  In  1S85  a 
church,  3Gft.  by  22ft.,  and  intended  to  seat  200  persons, 
was  opened  by  the  Rev.  B.  S.  Bunn  preaching  three 
sermons  on  March  14th.  Two-thirds  of  the  cost  were 
raised,  and  the  remainder  loaned  by  the  Building  Fund. 
Five  years  later  this  loan  had  been  repaid.  Three  years 
since  the  church  was  enlarged,  an<l  as  it  is  the  centre  (»f  a 
frro\%'ing  district  it  will  doubtless  have  a  prosperous  caveiv. 


Bunnythorpe 

is  (me  of  the  strongest  Methodist  centres  in   the  district. 

It  owes  its  success  largely 
to    the    fostering    caie   of 
Mr.    J.   Dixon,  J. P.     Mr. 
Dixon,  though  not  b}'  any 
means  an  old  man,  is  now 
one  of  the  seniors  in    the 
ranks  of  New  Zealand  local 
preachers.     l>urn  at  Shef- 
field in  Yorkshire,  he  came 
out    with    his    parents    to 
Wellington  when  a  la<l  of 
fifteen.       Accustonjed      to 
attend    Anglican    servicrs, 
he  was  deeply  convinced  of 
sin,   but   found    no   peace. 
Under  these  circumstances, 
he  was  invited  by  a  fellow- 
w()rkn)an     to    attend     the 
Wesleyan  prayer  meeting 
at  Manners  Street.     There 
he    passed     »' from     death 
unto    life."       Soon    after- 
wards hf^  became  a  Sunday- 
school    teacher,    and    then 
a      local    preacher.        His 
marriage     to     the     eldest 
daughter   of  the    late  Mr. 
G.  H.  Bennett — a  worthy 
helpmeet— interested    In'm 
still  more  in   the   Chuich. 
After   doing   good  service 
in  the  Wellingtcm  andHutt 
Circuits      Mr.       Dixon, 
through  failing  health,  took 
up    land    at    Bunnythorpe 
about  sixteen  years  since. 
His    father-in-law    coming 
up  to  visit  him,  purchased 
and    presented    a  piece  of 
land  for  church  purposes. 
The   settlers,    led    by  Mr. 
Dixon  and  his  family,  set  to  work,  and  in   1S87  erected 
a  church   which    was    opened    free     of    debt.      Six    veai-s 
later    it    was    enlarged,     fifty    additional    sittings    being 
provided,     and     three    class     rooms     for    Sunday-school 
purposes     added.       In     the    choir,     Sunday  school,     and 
preaching  services  ^Ir.   Dixon  and  his    family  have  been 
indefatigable,    and  there  is  an  enterprising  and    growing 
congregation.     A  church  site  is  also  held  for  future  use 
at  Pohangina.     Mr.    NV.  S.  Harper,    who  for  some  years 
served  in  the  ministry  of  the  Church,  resides   there,  and 
vewA^^T^  wvIvlwUIq  l\o\^  as  a  local  pn^acher. 
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Cuba  Street,  Palmerston. 

Seven  years  ago  the  Bible  Christian  Church  commenced 
services  in  the  town,  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Ellis  being  the  first 
minister.  A  site  was  acquired,  and  a  church  to  seat  about 
120  persons  was  erected  thereon.  A  small  house  on  an 
allotment  adjoining  was  also  purchased  for  Parsonage 
purposes.  There  was  a  scmiewhat  heavy  debt,  but  with 
great  enrrgy  the  congregaticm  wrought  and  cleared  this. 
About  three  yeai-s  ago  the  church  was  enlarged  to  double 
the  size  at  a  cost  of  £150.  Half  of  this  was  raised,  and 
the  remain<ler  is  now  being  discharged  through  the  Loan 
Fund.  Within  the  last  few  numtlis  a  ccmsiderable  increase 
of  p(>pulation  hris  taken  |)lace  in  this  part  of  the  town,  and 
further  <ulditioiis  to  the  church  are  under  consideration. 


responsible  duties,  and  act  as  guardians  of  the  purity  of 
doctrine,  as  well  as  to  care  for  the  fabric.  The  late 
Rev.  F.  C.  Dewsbury,  then  a  comparative  invalid  residing 
at  Palmerston,  helped  materially  in  gathering  the 
congregation  there  by  conducting  Sunday  evening 
services  for  many  months  in  succession. 


The  Rev.  J.  A.  Taylor, 

Ex-president  of  the  Conference,  whose  portrait  we  present, 
served  for  a  year  in  the  Palmerston  Circuit.  An 
Englishman  by  birth,  he  came  to  Victoria  in  the  days  of 
the  gold  rush.  A  tt^acher  by  profession,  he  entered  the 
ministry    from    the    CoUingwood    Circuit,    Melbourne,    in 


SaNDON    A.ND    FeilUIXG    ClRCLTlT    QlARTKRLY    MeKTING. 

Hack  Row.— Jas.  A'Court,  A.  Tonu.  R.  H.  J.  Bowatcr.  J.  G.  Cobbe.  Rev.  C.  Abernethv.  R.  W.  Bishop.  Jas.  Wood.  H.  Sanson,  scnr.,  J.  S.  Wilson. 
From  Row.— H.  Wrigley,  J.  Cornwall,  J.  Bowaier,  Mrs.  J.  Wood,  Miss  Verry,  T.  Vc'rry.  B.  Eglimon,  Rev.  C.  C.  Harrison. 


Taonui. 

In  1896  a  site  at  the  above  place,  which  is  about  four 
miles  from  Palmerston,  was  given  by  Mr.  W.  '^rogden. 
On  this  a  church,  34ft.  by  24ft.,  of  which  we  give  an 
illustration,  was  shortly  afterwards  erected  with  a  small 
debt.  So  far  as  is  known,  this  is  the  first  instance  in 
which  ladies  have  been  called  upon  to  serve  as  Church 
Trustors.  Mrsdames  Rrogden  and  Livelock  are  the 
names  of  those  who  Iiave  been  called  upon  to  fulfil  these 


1863.  Four  years  later  he  was  removed  to  New  Zealand, 
and  for  twenty-four  years  took  appointments  in  this 
Colony.  He  is  a  minister  of  considerable  ability,  and  a 
diligent  circuit  worker.  Having  originally  come  from 
Victoria,  he  was  in  1S91  re- transferred  to  that  colony  at 
his  own  request,  and  is  now  labouring  in  the  Colac 
Circuit.  The  Rev.  A.  L>.  Ciiappeli  was  recommended  as 
a  can(li«lat('  for  the  n\iaistvY  bvj  ^Vx^a  V v\V\\\vi\>?X:^vv  V^\>tNixi>x 
QuavieiAy  M«^V\\\*^» 
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The  Present  Circuit  MioUters 

are  the  Revs.  W.  H.  Beck  and  J.  Wriglej.  Mr.  Beck  is 
a  native  of  Sussex,  England,  but  came  to  New  Zealand  as 
a  youth,  and  was  converted  under  the  Rev.  J.  Aldred's 
ministry  in  Dunedin.     Shortly  after  he  preached  a  trial 

sermon  in  a  house  in 
the  North  East 
y  alley,  and  twoyears 
lafer  he  was  recom- 
mended to  the  minis- 
try from  Dunedin. 
H^  has  now  served 
f«)r  tliirty  years,  oc- 
cupying circuits  in 
all  tho  districts  ex- 
cepting Auckland. 
Amiable  in  tempera- 
ment, and  sympa- 
thetic in  di.sp<j8ition, 
h  c  gains  many 
friends.  In  the  pul- 
pit he  uses  the  illus- 
trative style  very 
largel}',  and  by  apt 
and  telling  incident 
gains  the  attention 
of  his  hearers.  The 
Rev.  James  Wrigley 
was  formerly  con- 
nected with  the  Fi-ee 
Methodist  Church. 
Horn  in  Yorkshii-e, 
and  commencing  to 
preach  in  his  native 
county,  he  arrived  in  New  Zealand  in  l^<83,  and  twoyears 
after  was  called  into  the  itinerant  ranks.  He  has  the 
instincts  of  a  theologian,  and  reads  carefully  the  best 
homiletic  literature.  He  has  also  considerable  energy,  and 
is  anxious  for  Church  extension.  With  these  ministei-s  are 
associated  a  group  of  earnest  laymen.  In  addition  to  those 
already  named  the  Brothers  J^eary,  Messrs.  Grace,  Bennett, 
Wingate,  Chisholm,  Kilford,  Searle,  and  othei-s,  arc  ready 
for  every  good  word  and  deed. 


KIWiTEA  CIRCUIT. 

At  the  Imck  of  Feilding  thei-e  is  a  stretch  of  excellent 
agricultural  land  going  back  for  thirty  miles.  Some  of  it 
is  exceedingly  broken,  but  a  more  fertile  region  is  scarcely 
to  be  found  in  the  North  Island.  Ten  years  since  most  of 
it  was  covered  with  dense  bush,  but  the  settlers  have 
wielded  the  axe  with  unfailing  vigour,  the  giant  trees  ha\e 
been  levelled  and  burned  down,  fields  enclosed,  giiisssown, 
and  roads  mjwJe,  with  the  result  that  it  now  presents  a 
very  attractive  picture,  and  is  the  home  of  many  scores  of 
families. 


Commencement  of  Church  Services. 

In  the  parts  nearest  to  Feilding,  namely,  Cheltenham, 
Waituna,  etc.,  occasional  services  were  held  by 
Mr.  Parsonson  in  1881.  Somewhat  later  visits  were  paid 
to  Waituna  by  tho  Rangitikei  minister.  In  1891 
Mr.  W.  R.  Burke  was  sent  as  Home  Missionary,  and 
Jocated  at  Birmingham.     He  was  a  popular  preacher,  aud 


Bicv.  G.  S.  IIarper. 


under  the  diroction  of  the  Rev.  W.  Keall  worked  witk 
considerable  enei^.  Two  years  later  he  was  succeeded  bf 
Mr.  T.  R.  Richards,  and  in  the  following  year  Kiwita 
and  Oroua  Counties  were  constituted  a  circai^Mr.  Richardi 
being  the  first  minister. 


Three  Sister  Churches- 
It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  all  the  churahei 
this  circuit,  up  to  this  date,  are  of  the  same  sb 
Whether  they  have  attained  perfection,  or  whether  hlSiiig 
obtained  a  serviceable  mod«*l  the  congregationB  tBoank 
any  deviation  of  an  architectural  kind  unnecessary  is  not 
stated.  The  first  of  those  erections  took  place  at  what  wn 
originally  known  as  Fowler's.  Some  yeain  after  the 
township  was  called  Birmingham,  but  aftera  lenp^thened  trill 
the  name  did  not  fit,  and  it  is  now  known  as  Kimbolto& 
Soon  after  Mr.  Burke's  arrival,  a  site  in  an  eligible  positiiw 
was  given  by  Mr.  Thomas  Lowes.  On  this,  in  the  followiig 
year,  a  neat  chuix;h,  d4ft.  by  24ft.,  and  seating  150  penam, 
was  ei-ected  at  a  cost  of  XI 55.  '  One-third  of  it  remained 
OS  debt.  1 1  was  opened  on  September  4th,  1 892.  Three 
years  later  a  commodious  vestry  was  added  at  a  further 
cost  of  £G0.  Probably  some  X60  more  have  been  expended 
for  organ  and  other  improvements.  At  Apiti,  eleven 
miles  distant,  an  acre  of  land,  was  given  in  1893  bj 
Mr.  J.  H.  Dillon,  of  Palmerston,  who  had,  as  a  boy,  been 
a  scholar  in  the  Greytown  Sunday-school.  A  year  later 
saw  a  church  like  the  one  at  Kimbolton  erected.  Thii 
church  was  set  apart  for  Divine  service  by  tlie 
Rev.  W.  Keall  on  July  loth,  1894.  At  Rangiwahis, 
eighteen  miles  away,  action  was  also  taken.  For  a  year 
or  two  the  bod  roads  made  the  place  ditlicult  of  access,  but 
the  first  settlers  maintained  worship  amongst  themselves, 
and  in  1894  a  Sunday-school  was  opened  there  by 
Messrs.  Guy  and  Miller.  In  April  the  church  built  on  a 
half  ace,  given  by  Mr.  M.  Marten,  was  opened.  In  all 
these  places  there  are  now  good  congregations  and  thriving 
Sun<lay-schooIs.  The  debts,  which  are  small,  are  all  owing 
to  the  Iioan  Fund,  and  are  gradually  being  paid  off. 


Outposts. 

At  the  Kiwitca  Schoolroom,  five  miles  on  the  Feilding  tfide 
of  Kimbolton,  fortnightly  services  ai-e  held.  At  Waituna 
a  church  site  has  been  obtained,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
shortly  a  building  will  ije  put  up.  Meantime  services  are 
held    twice  every   Loixl's    Day,    and    good    congregations 
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Bttoio  Stek^i  Cucrcu  and  School,  Palncbstox  Noeth. 
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ass^Miibif.  At  Maiiji^aniiiu  a  fnrtiii«;litly  st'rvuM}  has  also 
bctii  establislurtl.  Alore  recently  attempts  have  been  made 
to  oj>on  services  at  Norse  wood  lload  and  at  Mr.  Purneirs. 
One  dirtieully  has  been  the  lack  of  local  preacher}*,  thore 


ThK    IVviiSONAdK,    P.\r,MKK>T<»X    NoRTlI. 

bfin;^  only  thne  in  (his  w'ulo  cirruii.  In  <>;icli  of  ihc  inon' 
distant  s<*ith'in«'nts,  howrvrr,  LCotlly  men  lead  the  services 
of  praise  and  prayer,  and  ivmx  ;i  serimn  in  tlie  al)senre  of 
a  preacher.  As  the  ctmntry  opens  up  nioi-(»  o|)eninLCs 
present  thenisehcs.  It  is  ])rol»al>le  that  souie  adjuslnienl 
of  Ixmndaries  hetwetMi  this  an<l  the  nei^hb«>uiinir  <-ircuils 
will  eventually  be  found  wise.  In  the  nieantinir',  the 
enerj^ies  of  all  conet'rned  ire  taxed  to  the  utm<»st  in 
providing  the  ordinances  (if  reli^don.  The  circuit  is  now 
under  th<jchar<^e  of  the  Kev.  .J.  Wesley  (Irillin.  Mr.  (Jrillin 
is  the  son  of  an  Irish  local  pn'acher,  and  a  n<'phrw  of 
Dr.  J.  Gritlin,  of  the  Irish  Conference.  He  came  to  the 
Colony  twenty-five  years  since,  and  was  for  a  time  eni^ai^eil 
in  business  in  Christchurch,  Auckland,  and  Cand)ridLC«'. 
Subsc(|maitly  he  .served  as  a  Home  .Missionary  in  the 
\V<*sleyan  and  Tnited  Free  Methodist  Chuiches,  and  by 
the  latter,  although  a  married  ministei",  was  received  as  a 
probationei*  for  the  ministry.  He  is  a  tii-elrss  worker,  and 
a  s<mn<l  and  instructive  preacher.  I'nilcr  his  car*'  there 
are  reported  in  the  circuit  0.)  cluu-<-h  members  and  -"itH) 
hearers,  whih^  in  the  four  Sunday  sch<>o]s  there  aic  I'JS 
scholars  under  the  chargi^  of  lifteen  teachers. 


A  Parsonage  Sclieme. 

At  the  last  Conference  th<*  circuit  was  due  to  j)rovi(ie 
for  a  niarri<»d  minister,  and  has  honourably  taken  stejjs  to 
fulHl  its  ol)ligations.  About  a  miU^  on  the  Keilding  side 
of  Kimbolton  a  I'arsonage  site  <»f  an  acie  has  been  giv<'n 
by  Mr.  11.  l»urne  and  another  friend.  This  has  been  <luly 
conveyed  to  trustees,  and  a  sevenmomed  house  is  now  in 
course  of  en  ction  tlK^'eon.  In  a  few  years'  time  Kiwitca 
will  be  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  thriving  country 
circuiUs  on  the  West  Coast  of  the  North  Island. 


MANGAWEKA  HOME  MISSION. 

During  the  la.st  seven  years  the  interior  of  the  North 
Island  has  been  rapidly  opened  up.  The  tide  of 
colonisation  has  stemlily  advanced.     The  outpost  of  one 


year  has  become  the  starting  point  of  the  next,  and  ever 
jis  new  lands  were  surveyed  there  has  been  a  stre^ini  of 
population  ready  to  pour  in.  The  Mangaweka  District  is 
entirely  the  growth  of  this  period.  It  is  situated  to  iho 
north-west  of  the  Kiwitea  Circuit,  one  of  its  preaching 
places  being  only  live  miles  from  liangiwahia,  and 
compri.ses  the  larger  part  of  the  Upper  Ilangitikei.  Tlie 
township  was  first  called  **  Three  Log  Whare." 
Mr.  1*.  S.  James  and  T.  T».  B«»wden  were  the  first  Wesleyan 
I'esidents,  the  former  being  the  school  teacher.  Owing  to 
his  representations  steps  were  taken  to  secure  a  sit^  at  the 
first  sale  of  U>wn  section.s,  and  the  liev.  J.  Thomas 
and  Mr.  C.  Darville,  from  the  Uangitikei  Circuit, 
visited  the  place  and  held  services.  Tn  June,  181*.^, 
Mr.  Arthur  Hopper,  who  had  become  a  local  preacher  in 
the  Wanganui  Circuit  a  few  years  ]»reviously,  was  sent 
there  as  Home  ^Missionary.  Of  delicate  ap{)earance,  lie 
proved  hims(»lf  exceedingly  ^^iry,  and  during  the  thre*' 
years  of  his  residence  got  through  an  enormous  amount  of 
work,  amid  untoward  conditions,  and  with  very  rough 
travelling.  The  population  was  a  mixcMl  one,  so  far  as 
their  religious  jnoclivities  were  concerned.  There  were 
Piotestants  of  all  denominations,  and  not  a  few  Roman 
Catholics.  Wisely  confining  hiniself  to  the  essentials  of 
Chi'istiainty  and  showing  a  kindly  spirit  towards  all, 
visiting  the  sick  and  needy  of  all  creeds  and  no  creed, 
Mr.  Hopper  gain(»d  very  great  respect  and  won  a  way  for 
his  Masters  messaire. 


The  First  and  Only  Church. 

At  the  outset  when  visits  were  j»aid  from  Kangitikei, 
services  wt>re  hel<l  in  a  loom  lift.  l)y  I'Jft.,  which  wjls  the 
district    school,  but   which  is  now  used   «as  a  shelter  shed. 
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Tliere  a  few  carnesi  suuls  who  liun^cit'd  tV»r  *'tlu*  bn^jul  of 
life  "  ^'atlicied  to  listen  to  the  jJieacliors  wliosc  visits,  like 
those  of  the  angels,  weie  few  and  far  between.  Presently 
a  new  and  more  worthy  building  was  erected  for  school 
purposes,  and  the  s(»rvices  iraiiNferred  thither.  Commencing 
with  congregations  ranging  from  a  dozen  people  upwards, 
the  numbers  steadily  grew.  I*resently  it  was  determined 
to  "arise  and  build."'  A  i>lain  and  substantial  looking 
church  of  40fl.  by  -4ft.,  and  inteiide<l  to  seat  l-")0  persons, 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  £|S().  Two  thirds  of  this  were 
raised  Incally,  and  the  reniaiinier  loanecl  by  the  Church 
lUiilding  Fund.  This  <lnn-eh,  known  as  'IVinity,  was 
opene<l  for  Divine  woisliip  by  the  IJev.  (I.  iJond  on  l.'Uh 
June,  \H\)7.  The  texts  L'ln)sen  were  lU'Nclation  i.,  verse  l."5, 
and  Hebrew^  xii.,  \<'rse  11.     .\n  address  to  the  children  c^n 

*'  Bread  " 


beginning,  and  as  there  is  a  resident  local  preacher,  ^frvin 
is  held  every  Sunda}'  morning.  Tlie  other  fi>ur  ceiUn>aw 
all  to  the  north  of  Manga weka.  Utiku,  eleven  mm 
distant,  is  another  co-operative  setthiment,  with  a  pn^iTit 
population  of  '2^)0,  There  services  are  held  on  hfumUy 
aft<»rnoons.  Taihape,  five  miles  further  on,  is  ijn  \\k 
c(»ntral  railway  line,  and  it  is  c^xpi^cted  that  from  iIht*'  t 
road  will  be  made  to  Mokau,  so  that  it  is  likely  i^wva  wil 
l)e  a  considerable  tr>wn.  At  present  services  are  li»»lJ  ii 
the  morning  and  afternoon  alternately  on  two  SundavHim 
of  three.  A  sit<»  has  bec^n  ac(|uired  through  the  aid  of  i\ 
Loan  Fund,  and  it  is  intended  shortly  to  erect  a  churH 
Seven  miles  further  is  the  dwelling  liouse  of  Mr.  ai 
]Mrs.  Groome.  ^VFi-s.  Groome  is  the  daughter  of  an  Engb 
Supernumerary  minister,  and  the  neigliboui'8,  to 
number  of  about  twenty,  meet  for  worship  monthly  i^ 
house.  IJetween  six  and  seven  miles  further  101 
north-east  is  the  township  of  Moawhango.  In 
neighbourhood  there  are  about  some  sixty  Kurofi 
a  hundred  and  fifty  Maoris  resident,  while  in 
time  this  number  is  doubli^d.  Moawhan^u  tt 
hewl-quai  ters  of  a  large  nlieep  »t^ 
ownCil  by  the  Maori.H,  Mr.  "" 
the  manager  J  places  his  wfxjl  sh^ 
the  dispofial  ul  the  church  fur  Surtdi 
ser^'iceSj  and  provides  a  piaiici  to  Vs 
the  service  of  sung.  A  SundA 
HchiKil  hns  recently  been   startc(l  in 


cited.  People  came  frs^m  lujig  rlis- 
tances,  o!ie  walking  i*vi'i"  a  lio/en 
miles.  On  ihe  following  evt^riiiig a 
well-attended  stiiree  was  \iM^  wlten 
a  Student's  Bible  'vas  presented  to 
Mr.  ll<ip|ier  in  recogrnLir>n  stf  Ins 
energy  and  devtjtion.     Prior  tu  tlie 

church  being  opened j  h  Siniday-jsclnMil  had  b.?en  started 
under  the  superiMtindi^ncv  of  Mv.  A.  H.  Smith,  assislerl 
by  Mrs.  Munro,  and  theie  wen*  then  in  atten«lance  sixty 
scholars.  Since  then  the  township  has  steadily  jirogressed, 
and  has  now  a  p<»pulation  of  a  tiiousand.  Grocers,  drapers, 
boot  shoj)s,  plioiogiaj)hic,  and  chemical  establishments  are 
all  in  esidenee,  while  intellectually  the  p(»ople  are  catered 
for  by  two  h^-al  newspaj)ers.  Other  ministers  have  followed 
the  Wesleyan  Home  Mission'iry,  but  the  Wesleyan  Church 
is  still  thr  church  of  the  townshij).  and  two  services  each 
Lord's  Day  and  Sunday-srh«.ol  are  held  th(*rein. 


Six  Other  Preaching:  Places 

are  also  worked.      Kawhatau   is  a   <:o  (»p(*iative    settlement 

ahniit.  t'uiir  niilfs  tn  tlir  jj(»/th  ea^t,  with  a  popuhvtiuuuf  'iOO. 

St'r\irt»  /V  /;('///  ///^'/e  o/j  Sunday  aflernonns.      \x\\;v\\\\\t\  lew 

iin'h's  to  tlui  sr;(/r/i-e/isr,  has  exeellmt  land,  \v,\\\  kA  n\\\vc\\  \s 

free  frmn  hu.sh.      Kanirst    Christians   ^selt\eil  i\u  ve  aV  vW 


private  Ci  ra  Stkkkt  1\vi{s<»\\(;k. 

house. 

It  is  conducted  by  the  wife  of  the  resident  eon-^tahle,  vkl 

has  under  her   charge  some  thirty   scholars.      This  ^liou 

prove   a   centre    of   work    among    the    Maori.s   as  well  ■ 

Kuropeans.     Tn   the  above-named   places   th^^re    is  now 

total    of     350    attendants    on     public     worship,       Fo 

Sunday-schools  have  been  established   with  a   roll  of  1: 

scholars,    and    there    are     thirty-six     recogniseti   Chur 

membei's. 


Indebtedness  to  Lay  Ag^ency. 

AVhile   ihe  past  and    present  Home    Missionaries  liu 
\^\\^v^\\Y^'v\  vVCCv;lv^w\\n .,\\c\\\v\\vc  Y?»  v\\v>>  U\  Christian  men  ai 
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],  who  now  lives  at  Rnahine,  was  converted  in  the 

Fataenni.    On  going  to  his  new  home^  he  at  once 

services  for  the  henefit  of  his  neighbours,  and 

es  to  pn«ch  in  various  place?.    Mr.  C.  K  Darville, 

also  alocal  preacher, 
caine  from  the  Ab- 
ingdon  Circuit  in 
England,  and  after 
a  short  term  in 
Bangitikei  moved 
onward  to  the  front. 
Mr.  E.  W.  Tomp- 
kins, head-master 
of  the  public  school 
at  Mangaweka  and 
a  Trustee  of  the 
Church,  is  a  son  of 
the  late  Mr.  A. 
J.  Tompkins,  of 
Ron  got  ea.  Mr.  G. 
W.  Shcrson,  a  recent 
arrival,  lias  taken 
up  Sunday-school 
work  very  heartily, 
and  is  Superintend- 
ent at  Mangaweka. 
Mr.  T.  Gordon, 
formerly  a  Trustee 
and  Sunday-school 
teacher  in  Wanga- 
nui,  also  helped  in 
the  erection  of  the 
veka  Church,  and  at  Moawhango  Mr.  R.  1).  Jone^ 
ges  the  duty  of  Society  Steward.  Mr.  H.  Goldsbury, 
%  valued  local  preacher  at  Maxwelltown,  follows  in 
her's  footsteps  in  this  new  field.  As  population 
m  an  opportunity  will  be  given  to  build  up  a  strong 
ID  the  places  where  the  foundation  has  been  so  well 
ao  early  period  of  settlement.  The  work  suffered 
lat'  through  the  breakdown  of  the  Missionary  la.st 
hen  it  was  left  vacant  thi*ee  months.  It  is  now  in 
of  Mr.  O.  Elliott,  brother  of  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Elliott, 
Intha. 


AMD    Mkf.    WrigLEY. 


WAIMARINO  HOME  MISSION. 

narina,  formerly  known  as  Manga whero,  is  the  latest 
occupied.  It  is  situated  between  the  rivers 
jini  and  Wangaehu,  and  under  the  shadow  of 
[in.  The  whole  area  covered  by  the  agent  is  forty 
rom  east  to  west,  and  from  Raetihi,  the  most  central 
lent,  it  extends  twenty  miles  northward.  Access 
•  is  gained  by  a  coach  road  of  a  hundred  miles 
I  through  Mangaweka  to  Feilding,  and  by  another 
r  miles  through  Parapara  to  Wanganui.  There  is 
coach  road,  running  through  lovely  scenery,  from 
i  to  Pipiriki,  and  thence  down  the  Wanganui  River 
Tew  Zealand  Rhine)  fifty-eight  miles.  Elevated 
hundreds  of  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  in  close 
ity  to  the  volcanic  Mount  Ruapehu,  the  rainfall  is 
int  and  the  winter  climate  decidedly  bracing, 
illy  it  was  a  bush  district,  but  clearings  have  been 
and  in  the  process  much  valuable  timber  burned, 
had  there  beea  better  means  of  communication, 
mvejieJded  the  pioneers  a  handsome  return. 


Family  Reliflrton, 

or  **  the  church  in  the  house,"  has  been  a  potent  factor  in 
the  formation  of  the  first  congregations.  As  Sanson  was 
the  outgrowth  of  Hutt  Methodism,  so  Waimarino  is  the 
child  of  Sanson.  Another  generation  having  grown 
up  in  the  latter  place,  a  wider  field  was  required  for 
their  energies,  and  about  five  years  since  they  took  up 
land  in  this  locality.  Among  the  first  arrivals  were 
Mr.  W.  T.  Bowatcr,  the  son  of  the  late  Henry  Bowater, 
who  had  been  converted  at  Feilding  and  had  served  as 
Trustee  and  Society  Steward  in  that  circuit ;  C.  McHardie, 
youngest  son  of  the  late  D.  McHardie,  of  Rangitikei, 
who  was  brought  to  God  under  the  sermon  of  the 
Rev.  W.  B.  Marten,  at  Bulls ;  J.  L.  Robinson,  formerly 
of  Carterton,  and  a  grandson  of  the  late  Mr.  R.  Robinson 
of  Taita ;  O.  G,  Avery,  whose  father  is  i\  local  preacher  in 
the  Blenheim  Circuit,  and  who  is  now  a  preacher  himself ; 
J.  Fergusson,  converterl  in  connection  with  the  Primitive 
Methodist  Church  at  Halconibe ;  and  A.  O.  Parkes,  the 
son  of  a  Wesleyan  Minister  in  England  recently  deceased. 
No  sooner  were  these  settled  in  their  homes  than  they 
assembled  for  Divine  worship.  The  first  meeting  was  held 
in  Mr.  McHardie's  house,  at  Ohakune,  on  the  last  Sunday 
of  1894.  The  brethren  named  took  charge  in  regular 
order,  and  "  the  voice  of  prayer  and  praise  "  was  heard, 
while  they  exhorted  and  encouraged  each  other.  In 
November  of  the  following  year  the  Rev.  W.  Keall  paid 
them  a  visit.  Great  interest  was  manifested  in  his  coming, 
and  at  a  service  held  in  a  billiard  room  at  Raetihi  some 
sixty  persons  gathered  from  far  and  near.  Service  was 
also  held  at  Oliakune,  and  the  district  generally  prospected. 
The  faithful  few  were  greatly  encouraged  by  Mr.  Keall's 
warm-hearted  utterances. 


Home  Missionaries  Appointed. 

Mr.  Keall's  visit  paved  the  way  for  the  neighbourhood 
being  constituted  a  Home  Mission  station.  His  eldest 
son — Mr.  R.  P.  Keall -who  hml  just  been  recommended 
as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry,  was  sent  up  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  District,  and  held  his  fii-st  services  in  the 
two  principal  townships  on  October  25th,  189G.  A  native 
of  the  Colony,  al- 
ready well  known  to 
most  of  the  settlers, 
unassuming  in 
manner,  but  pos- 
sessed of  much 
energy  and  deter- 
mination, he  soon 
arranged  a  regular 
plan  of  services.  At 
the  end  of  six 
months  ho  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  E. 
C.  Somerville,  also 
a  colonial,  who 
laboured  there  for 
twelve  months  and 
was  privileged  to 
see  several  young 
people  decide  for' 
Chriat.     Ou    ^t. 

SoinerviWe'a  tetvc^ 

uient,  illt.  0.  N?, 


U^,  ^.  \ivi!w>  ^:^  ..^^iww^'^wt^- 
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Cobbo,  a  youn<j;  local  preacher  from  Napier,  took  up  the 
work,  and  is  still  engaged  therein  building  fjuietly  on  the 
foundations  svhich  his  predecessors  lai<l. 


Raetihi 

is  seven  miles  nearer  the  Wangaiiui  River.  The  busb 
tiiere  was  unusually  <h^nse,  but  .as  tli»3  land  is  goml  it  ha* 
been  rapidly  cleared,  and  the  township  lias  now  a  lar;;:i 
population  than  Ohakune  itself.  In  May,  1S!».*<.  ihmush 
th(»  help  of  the  IJuilding  Fund,  a  st*ction  was  putvliast^L 
Shortly  afterwards  a  working  bee  was  <»rgaiiise<i  tof«lla!;ii 
burn  the  trees.  The  site  having  been  thus  prejiai-eil. a 
neat  church  to  seat  1:20  persons  was  <MV4*t».Hl.  a  l:in,'^ 
amount  (»f  the  labour  being  gratuitous.  This  chuicli  ^.i> 
duly  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  on  October  .'lUtli,  1>!»'*. 
by  the  Rev.  G.  l>ond,  and  since  tlien  regular  niurnin: 
services  have  been  held  and  in  th(M*v(Miiiig  iin«*«»  a  fortiiiuli!, 
th(^  building  being  comfortably  filled.  H<M-t'  aN;>  & 
Sunday-si  hool  has  been  organised.  It  is  under  iln' rhari'- 
of  Mr.  .1.  I),  (iibson,  ami  gives  ;:(reat  promi^".  <'ur 
illustrations  will  show  that  the  counti-y  is  in  the  lir^t  ^Mi? 
<»f  settlement,  but  the  erection  <»f  these  eliuivhes  at  an 
early  period  will  have  a  civilising  as  well  as  a  chri<liaiii>;ii.: 
intluencr. 


Two  Other  Preaching:   Places 

have  been  stalled.  Karioi  is  a  sheep  station  nine  miles  ro 
the  southeast  ot*  Ohakune.  Services  are  lield  then? 
occasionally,  an<l  duiing  .^hearing  time  (»s])eoiHlly  there  is* 
g<M)d  attrn<lance.  A  large  number  of  Maoris  reside  in  th»! 
vicinity.  At  the  Valley  lioad  also  services  have  been 
cnnnnen»"cd,  but  ihr  lack  of  a  suitable  building  and  the 
bad  roads  in  winter  prevent  a  large  attendance.  It  i< 
still   ''  the  (lay  of   small    things,"  but   in    the   four  centres 


Mr.  C.  Colf.is,  L()N(iFUKx. 


Architect  and  Preacher. 

Soon  after  Mr.  KealTs  arrival  a  clnncli  was  ]»roj('cted  at 
the  Ohakune  towi)ship.  Ohakune  lies  twenty  fnur  miles 
east  of  Pipiriki,  and  as  the  Northern  railway  is  to  pass 
near  it,  it  is  expected  to  become  an  impt)rtant  town.  It  is 
laid  out  on  a  natural  clearing.  About  three  miles  s(nuh  is 
a  similar  clearing  known  as  Kongatawa,  notecl  for  two 
beautiful  lakes  which  rest  in  tin?  hollow  (jf  low-lving  hills. 
The  one  nearest  Ohakune  is  remaikably  synimetrical,  and 
appears  to  be  a  perfect  circle.  Native  grass  grows  to  the 
water's  edge,  and  then  the  banks  descend  almost 
perpendicularly  to  an  enormous  depth.  The  lake  evidently 
was  at  one  time  a  huge  blow  hole,  and  it  is  probably 
still  in  contact  with  subterranean  volcanic  action. 
j\rr.  W.  T.  Bowater  gave  thi'ee  quarter  acre  s(»ctions  as  a 
church  site  in  a  g(M)d  position,  tiiui  in  view  of  th<» 
probabilities  of  a  ministei*'s  residence  being  eventually 
reciuired  the  F^oan  Fund  ])urchased  halt'  an  acic  moi'(» 
adjoining.  Having  a  [)ractical  knowl(»dg(»  of  building', 
^Ir.  Keall  himself  drew  th(»  plans,  pi-epared  the 
specilications,  and  also  assisted  in  the  erection.  Supprnted 
by  willing  workers  funds  were  collected,  tlu*  building 
rapidly  went  uj\  and  on  April  'Joth,  lS!i7-  -just  six  months 
from  the  date  of  his  arrival  -  the  pioneer  church  was  duly 
o/ff'urf/  hy  scnmnis  fnni)  Jiimself  and  his  succcssuv. 
Services  Imvo  since  been  j(»gidarly  held,  and  a  \i,k)\A 
Sunday-school  is  wtuked  under  the  superinlendiwcy  v>l 
Mr.  J,    ]\\  (iihsini. 


Wv.s.  ^.  K.Txx\.v^«t. 
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were  reported  at  the  end  of  last  yeav  twenty-two 
I  members,  with  forty  Sunday  scholars,  and  a  hundred 
•  attendants  at  public  woi*ship.  These  have  since 
Lugmented.  A  Bible-class  and  a  debating  society 
ilso  been  started  at  Raetiiu.  With  a  view  of 
ring  sociality  and  strengthening  the  connexional 
.nnual  circuit  picnics  are  held.  The  Jispect  of  the 
y  has  been  rapidly  transformed.  Creameries  have 
established,  and  happy  homes  are  springing  up  in 
vas  a  few  years  since  a  vast  silent  forest.  To  supply 
rdiihances  of  religion  to  those  who  have  thus 
aken  the  heroic  work  of  colonisation  is  purely  an 
rise  on  which  Heaven's  benediction  may  be  expected 
*end. 

Connexional  Trusts. 

re  are  two  ("Connexional  Tiusts  in  the  district,  lioth 
;  from  the  Maori  ^lission  period. 


iAWRKA   Church. — The  Firff    dhurcli    on  a   Home  Mi.<si<nt 
Station. 

Qrey  Institution. 

1840,  or  thereabouts,  a  hundred  acres  of  land  at 
lotu  were  purchased  from  the  Maoris  as  a  site  for  a 
on  Station.  This  purchase  was  subseijuently  confirmed 
>mmiHsioner  Spain,  and  a  Crown  grant  obtained  for 
irac.  It  is  situated  one  or  two  miles  from  the  town 
'ew  Plymouth,  and  is  good  agricultural  land. 
[•S.  Turton  and  Whiteley  resided  there  for  many  years, 
n  aiJdition  to  preaching  throughout  tlie  neighlx)urhood 
icted  a  Native  school,  nanuMl  in  honour  of  the 
rnor  of  the  day — the  "Grey  Institution."  Since  the 
38t*  of  the  Maori  Mission  th(Te  the  land  has  been  let 
arming  purposes,  the  original  house  with  the  school 
ig   been   converted    into  a  dwelling.     Twenty  years 

a  portion  of  it  was  set  aside  as  a  township  called 
dey,  a!id  cut  into  allotments,  but  the  time  for  this 
lot  yet  come,  and  it  is  still  used  for  grazing  purposes, 
'w  years  ago  part  of  the  land  was  taken  by  the 
rnmont  for  railway  purposes,  and  compensation  to  the 
It  of  £oOO  received     Tim   has    been    iqvesttHl  on 


mortgage.     Including  this,  the  annual   revenue    for  last 

year    amounted    to    ^6143,    which,    with    a    balance     of 

£36  lis.  8d.  brought  forward,  enabled  the  Trustees  to  vote 

£150   to    the    Home    Mission    Fund.     For    many    years 

this    property     was 

managed      by      the 

Auckland      Mission 

Property  Trust,  but 

♦eventually     a     local 

board    was    formed, 

and       the      present 

Trustees  are  Messrs. 

N.  Hooker,  W.Collis, 

E.     Okey,      J.      C. 

George,  E.  N.  L.  Okey 

and     W.     Ambury. 

Mr.    J.     C.    George, 

who  is  the  only  son 

of       a        Methodist 

family      connected 

with  New  Plymouth 

from  its  earliestdays, 

serves  zealously  and 

e  iVi  c  i  e  n  1 1  y    as    a 

treasurer.    With  the 

increasing  j^rosperit}' 

of    New    Plymouth, 

this  property  should 

be  still  more  valuable 

in  davs  to  come. 


.Mr.  .1.  P.  Learv. 


Kai  Iwi  Mission  Farm. 

When  the  Rev.  W.  \).  Boyce,  General  Superintendent 
of  Austrilian  Missions,  visited  New  Zealand  in  1853,  the 
Uev.  G.  Staririaid  was  stationed  at  Waitotara.  He 
rej)reseiitrd  to  Mr.  l»oyce  the  importance  of  ac<|uiring  a 
piece  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  a  native  institution. 
Mr.  l>oyc(;  agreed  to  this,  ami  385  acres  of  land  were 
purchased  near  the  Kai  Iwi  stream,  a  few  niiles  from 
Wanganui.  The  Native  school  there  was  also  brought  to 
an  end  b}'  th(*  disastrous  Maori  War.  The  land  and 
buildings  liave  since 
been  let  for  farming 
purposes,  and  now  pro- 
duce a  rental  of  £117 
per  annum.  The  pre- 
sen tTrustees are  Messrs. 
A.  and  G.W.Campbell, 
W.  Clark,  W.  Moxham, 
J.  Fitchelt,  J.  Nan- 
carrow,  J.  G.  Sharpe, 
J.  Hurley,  and  J. 
Stevenson  .  After 
making  a  grant  for  the 
improvenH'iit  of  the 
tenant's  houst*  and  tni»et- 
ing  expenses  of  tax(;s, 
etc.,  the  Trustees  were 
able  to  vote  last  year 
£1)0  to  the  Home 
Mission  Fund.  Mr.  G. 
Heaven,    wlume  swddo^w 

decease   tooV  ig\A^ft  viw 

OctoWr  ^HV\\  \a^V.,  \w\ 
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the   treasurer,    and  showed   the   greatest   interest   in  its 
management.     His  successor  lias  not  yet  been   appointed. 


OiiAKiNK  Cnri{(  H. 

The  Plampin  Legacy. 

A  f<'NV  years  a^'o  Mr.  E.  Plair.piii,  n  si'ltlrr  rcsidiiiix  nciiv 
AVan^anui,  willed  certain  landed  i)n)i)ertv  to  the  Wesleyan 
and  Pre^^byterian  Churehes,  the  interest  there»)t  to  be 
specially  used  for  the  puri)()S(^  of  su})i»l»Mnenlinu'  the 
allowanees  of  aijjed  and  iriiirni  ministers,  i»r  their  wi«l(>ws. 
The  Wesleyan  ptirtion  w;is  iH'ipieathed  to  thi; 
Supernumerary  anrl  Ministers'  Wi<l<)\vs'  Fund,  with 
the  dirt?ction  that  any  elaims  arising  in  the 
Wanganui  District  should  have*  the  preference.  The 
The  estate  was  administeied  by  the  Pubhe 
TrusttM'  and  the  land  sold,  the  full  amount 
received  beini;  i>l019.  This  has  been  placed  an 
inortga»j:e  of  freeh(>ld  prop'M'ty  in  Wun.i^^anui,  and  a 
IJoard  of  Trustees  constituted  consist itii;  of  Kevs. 
(I.  r>on<b  0.  W.  Spence,  Messrs.  W.  (\.  Ua^sctl 
and  J.  Stevenson.  The  Kev.  H.  I>ull  is  the 
treasurer,  an<l  the  amount  of  .£15  w;is  re<M'i\ed 
for  interest  last  year  and  voted  by  the  Conference 
for  the  purposes  ^p(cilied  by  the  testator. 
Throughout  all  time  it  will  p«M}»etuate  the  donorV 
name,  and  ])ro\e  a  most  helpful  form  of  betK'Vo- 
lence  to  those*  who  need  it. 


Aspects  and  Prospects  of  the  District. 

More  than  half  the  circuits  in  this  district, 
with  the  three  Home  Misv;i(,ii  stations,  Iwive  bren 
organised  durini;  the  j)ast  eiichteen  years,  and 
in  these  quite  one-half  of  the  present  ruem- 
b<'rshi|>  is  f«.und,  fa<'ts  which  indicate  the 
j^rowth  of  the  populatiiiii.  The  returns  show 
that  in  additi«>n  to  t  liirt  v  <'ii;lit  chnrcln*s  thei.-  are 


tifty-nine  preaching  places,  which  is  an  intimation  thai  ihi* 
work  of  church  building  must  be  pushed  on  in  the  inniie-iiate 
future.  The  total 
number  of  memlx^rs 
is  l(]H\}.  There  are 
forty-nine  Sunday- 
s-hools,  with  '2[)i'i 
scholars  and  lM>i 
teach(*rs,  whili*  the 
total  attendance  on 
public  worship  is  n?- 
l»ortfid  to  be  1)17<). 
The  tifteen  minis- 
ters are  aided  by 
three  Home  Mis- 
sionaries and  eii^hty- 
tvv(»  l»).,'al  pi'eachers. 
It  is  the  <)ne  I)istrict 
in  the  (.'»)lony  in 
which  no  session  of 
the  annual  Confer 
ence  has  been  held. 
I*»)ssibly  »)wiiig  to 
this  the  layuK-n  there 
have  not  taken  any 
conspicuous  pai't  in 
Confeience  business. 
It  would  he  an  a<l- 
vantaLi[c        if        by 

h  »ldin«^the  Conference  (Mn*asionally  at  the  t  wn  chief  centre^ 
of  population  their  sympathies  couhl  be  more  largelv 
enlisted.  .\  lar^e  aiiiourit  <»f  aid  in  the  dexrlopmenl  of 
Church  aL^eiicies  within  the  district  has  been  gi\en  1>V 
Coiniexional  Funds,  and  the  time  has  now  come  w.hen  tin: 
local  ollice  brar<M's  are  callcil  u\um  to  thiidv  f(»r  the  Churoii 
as  a  whole  and  to  take  their  share  of  C:>nm'xionil 
res})onsil)iliti«'s. 


Mk.      a.       Ui'i'l'V.H.  --  TUf     ^/*^/ 
Mi<>i'-ll  liii  tit   M(lli>j>nr, Jc't, 


Ho- 
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METHODIST  UNION    IN   THE  COLONY. 


.j> 


TiiK  L.VTK   Mr.  Gfo.  Booth. 


Cnr  WELT^FOUNDED  and  lionourable  boast  of  the 
m^  Methorlist  Chinch  is  that  tliero  has  been  no 
'  dissension  within  its  ranks,  or  secession  therefrom, 

on  doctrinnl  grounds.  The  clear,  liopeful,  Arniinian 
theology  c»f  John  Wesley,  based  on  Holy  Scripture,  still 
coniniends  itself  to  the  various  branches  of  the  Methodist 

Faniil}' in  all  parts  of  the 
worM.  TlMne  have  been, 
howevei",  various  separa- 
tions on  questions  of 
Church  polity,  both  in 
(treat  I>ritain  and 
America.  As  stated  in 
the  be<rinnin«<  of  this 
volume,  other  .Methodist 
Churches  have  been 
foundiMJ  for  the  purpose 
of  emphasizin<4  some 
p.irticulai-  method  of 
woik,  or  some  special 
form  of  Chureh  orfjaniza- 
tion,   so     that  under  the* 

^ ^m^^rrm^^i       c<»mmon     iVfethodist     tlaf.; 

^T  .^^mtmt^^([fli       there    marches     to-day  a 

number  of  regiments. 
One  of  the  most  j)ro- 
miruMit  Uritish  ministers 
has  recently  intimatcnl 
that  the  ideal  shouM  lu*  (me  M<4hodist  Church  for  each 
country,  with  an  Kcumenical  Conference  every  ten  years 
to  bind  them  toi^ether.  That  ideal  is  not  yet  realised. 
Divisions  and  rivalries  continue  in  the  Home  J^and,  and 
it  was  inevitable  that  in  a  British  C(>lony  the  various 
sections  should  be  reproduced.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in 
addition  to  the  Wesleyan  Church  first  founded  as  the 
Maori  Mi.ssion,  and  who.se  agents  subsc^cpiently  organised 
congregations  among  the  colonists,  three  other  Churches 
have  been  at  work  in  New  Zealand. 


THE    PRIMITIVE    METHODIST    CHURCH. 

In  1844,  the  late  Kev.  R.  Ward  left  ^Knglf  nd  on  the 
Queen's  Birthday,  arriving  in  Taranaki  at  the  end  of 
August,  and  on  September  1st  opening  his  Mission  by 
preaching  in  the  open-air.  There  were  several  members 
and  sympathisei's  among  the  first  settlers  in  that  Province, 
and  a  Circuit  was  established.  It  was  Mi*.  WanPs 
ambition  also  to  work  among  the  Maoris,  but  his  succe.ss 
in  that  department  was  never  equal  to  his  desires.  In 
1847  he  visited  Wellington,  and  a  Mission  was  opened 
there  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  H.  Green.  Two  years 
hUer  a  call  camo  from  Auckland,  and  being  relieved  in 
Taranaki  by  the  arrival  of  the  Rev.  J.  liOng,  Mr.  Ward 
commenced  work  in  the  Northern  City,  For  many  yearn 
the  efforts  of  the  Church  were  confined  to  these  three 


centres — Auckland,  Wellington,  and  New  Plymouth. 
About  1S70,  Mr.  Ward  visited  England,  and  evidently 
impres.sed  upon  the  authorities  the  importance  of  extension. 
Hence,  a  station  was  formed  in  Christchurch.  Subse- 
([uently  the  late  Dr.  Antliff  visitefl  the  Colony,  and  gave  a 
further  forward  impulse.  Ministers  were  stationed  at 
Invercargill,  Dunedin,  and  Tiniaru.  In  1873,  the  New 
Zealand  CImrches  were  formed  into  a  separate  District. 
Some  years  after  they  were  constituted  a  Conference,  with 
considerable  latitude  in  the  matter  of  self-government. 
During  the  past  tw^enty-five  years  they  have  shown  great 
activity  in  Church  extension.  In  the  palmy  days  of  the 
Thames  goldfiehls  a  minister  was  sent  there.  On  the  West 
Coast  of  the  South  Island,  congregations  have  Ix^n 
gathered  in  Westport  and  the  neighbourhood.  Vigorous 
efforts  have  been  made  to  extend  the  Connexional  interest 
on  th(^  West  Coast  of  the  North  Island,  and  in  Canterbury 
three  country  circuits  have  b(»en  formed  At  the 
Conference,  held  in  Christchurch  in  March  last,  their 
position  was  reported  thus :  — Circuits  and  stations,  24; 
churches,  57  ;  other  preaching  places,  75;  Ministers,  29; 
Home  ^Missionaries,  3;  local  preachers,  144;  Church 
memb(?rs,  1S30  ;  Sunday-schools,  G8  ;  teachers,  554; 
scholars,  4770;  attendants,  8270;  while  the  value  of  the 
Church  j)roperty  is  said  to  be  £37,395.  A  Jubilee 
Volume  has  been  published  by  the  Revs.  J.  Guy  and 
W.  S.  Potter.  It  covers  the  period  from  1844  to  1893, 
giving  interesting  details,  and  tracing  the  onward  march. 


UNITED  METHODIST  FREE  CHURCH, 

In  1S()0  the  late  Mr.  (J.  Hooth,  who  had  been  connected 
with  this  Church  in  Kngland,  and  was  thtm  resident  in 
Rangiora,  connnenced  a  society  class,  lie  was  a.s.sisted  by 
Mr.  J.  Cumberworth,  a  capable  local  preacher.  As  will 
be  seen  by  our  illustration,  the  building  in  which  they  met 
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was  of  a  very  humble  character,  being  the  common  thou<(h 
inelegant  lean-to.  A  few  yeai*s  later  Mr.  Booth  removed 
to  Cliristchurch,  and  a  beginning  was  made  at  A<ldington. 
The  first  position  taken  up  was  on  tlie  corner  inmiediately 


IJkV.     M.     nWTKH. 

opposite  the  prt^scnt  CMiiircli  })1()j)«m  ty.  Tlwro,  on  ji  site 
now  occiipi(*(l  by  Mr.  lluirs  bntrlH'i's  slio}),  a  Miiall  cliurcli 
was  erected  and  servii-cs  icmil.uly  held.  Not  lon^' 
afterwards  tin*  first  minister  i-ainc  tVoni  Kni^land.  llr  was 
a  man  of  some  talent,  and  in  Jidditinn  to  tli(»  Ad<linjj;ton 
services  also  prraehed  at  Lyttelton,  where  t  ao  classes  were 
organised,  rnfortunately  liis  rliarat-ter  did  not  bear  the 
strain  of  popularity,  and  aftei*  a  few  nmntlis  he  was  called 
upon  to  retire,  which  was  a  i^n^at  Mnw  to  the  mj^nncrs. 


Formal   Ori^anisation. 

An  appeal  was  made  to  Kn.Lcland  for  the  appointment  of 
a  minister  of  standing  an<l  exjx^rienee  to  direct  the  affairs 
of  the  Mission,  as  well  as  to  siipeiinten<I  the  Christohurch 
Circuit,  and  tlie  Kev.  Matthew  I>axter  was  appointed.  A 
native  of  Cumberland,  and  converted  when  a  boy,  he 
became  a  loeal  |>rea<'her  in  the  l*i"imitive  Methodist  Church, 
and  was  receiver!  on  trial  for  the  ministry  at  the  ago  of 
seventeen.  A  year  or  two  later  he  became  the  pastor  of  a 
congregation  in  Scarbojough,  which  event uall}'  joined  the 
Wesleyan  Association.  On  the  amalgamati<»n  of  that 
l)ody  with  what  were  then  known  as  the  "  Kefoi-mers," 
the  two  uin'ting  to  foiin  the?  United  I'Vee  Methodist 
Church,  he  volunteered  for  the  We^t  Indian  Mission,  and 
laboured  suecessfully  in  Kingston,  Jamaica,  for  neaily  ten 
years  On  his  retuin  to  Kngland,  he  at  one(^  took  a 
prominent  position.  Having  Ix^en  examiner  of  j>roba- 
tioners  for  several  years,  ho  was  in  IS;").')  appointed 
Connexional  Kditor,  and  in  the  following  year  President 
*)f  the  Annual  Assembly.  Tn  those  spheres  he  distinguished 
himself  as  a  man  physically  and  mentally  strong,  and  made 
a  deep  impressicm.  He  also  entered  the  field  of  author- 
ship, and  published  '*  Memorials  of  Free  Arethodism  "  and 
"  A  Missionarj'j«  Jx^gacy  to  his  Frieiicls, "  or  "  The  fjiind  of 


tlie  Blessed."  That  he  should  lie  willing  to  go  to  New 
Zealand  occasioncnl  some  surprise  to  his  friends,  but  the 
ofFt»r  was  Jieartily  and  promptly  accepted.  He  landed  on 
May  1st,  18G8,  and  for  six  years  was  in  charge  of  the 
Christchurch  Circuit.  He  at  once  laid  himself  out 
for  usefulness,  and  with  high  hopes  for  the  future, 
conducted  a  training  class  for  young  men  pi'eparing  for  the 
ministry.  He  also  threw  himself  heartily  into  plans  for 
extension.  The  Colony  was  prosperous,  population  was 
pouring  in,  and  calls  for  ministerial  labour  were  frequent 
and  pressing.  Shortly  after  he  came,  the  Rev.  J.  White 
also  arrived,  and  proceeded  to  Charleston,  which  was  a 
very  j)r(Ksperous  mining  centre.  It  is  said  that  at  one  time 
there  weie  ten  thousan<l  men  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  a 
flourishing  Circuit  was  formed.  Four  years  later,  the 
Kev.  H.  Taylor  came,  and  commenced  a  circuit  at  Waipawa, 
where  a  church  was  built.  He  also  visited  and  preached 
at  Waipukurau  an<l  other  settlements.  The  same  year  the 
Kev.  Vl.  B.  Redstone  opened  the  church  in  Napier.  Two 
years  after,  the  Rev.  C  H.  Turner  commenced  services  in 
Auckland.  Jle  was  a  minister  of  excellent  gifts,  had 
considerable  success,  and  his  return  to  Enghuid  on  account 
of  ill-health  wjvs  very  much  regretted.  Mr.  Pendray  came 
later,  and  as  Mi'.  Baxter's  colleague  in  the  Christchurch 
Circuit  extended  the  work  to  Oxford,  Shettield,  and  other 
places,  and  so  started  the  Oxford  and  Malvern  Mission. 
A  year  later  Mr.  White  opened  a  church  in  Westport,  and 
in  1873  Mr.  Pendray  began  services  at  Reefton. 
]Meanwhil(»  Mr.  Baxter,  owing  to  a  relaxed  throat,  was 
oblige*!  t«)  relinquish  the  full  duties  of  the  ministry.  He 
settled  as  a  sufHMiiumerary  at  Oxford,  living  in  retirement 
tht're  for  nineteen  years.  He  passed  away  to  his  rest  on 
the  1st  May,  islf."],  exactly  twenty-five  years  from  the  date 
of  his  arrival  in  the  Colony. 


Further  Enterprise. 

Mr.  Baxter's  successor  was  the  late  Rev.  Samuel 
MacFarlane.  He  had  for  twenty-one  years  occupied  posts 
of  <]istincLion  in  the  Home  Churches.  On  ctmiing  to  New 
Zealand  in  is?:-^,  he  was  in  the  maturity  of  his  powers,  and 
still  i-etained  all  th(»  ardour  of  early  days.  For  six  years 
h(»  was  Superintendent  of  the  Christchurch  Circuit,  and  as 
C\)niie\ional  Re})res(»ntative  exercised  a  general  oversight 
over  the  New  Zealand  work.  Mr.  Redstone,  having  com- 
pletc<l  a  successful  tiM'm  in  Naj)ier,  removed  to  Wellington 
in  IhTU,  and  there  a  large  and  handsome  church  was  erected 
in  Court enay   Place.      In   the  same  year  an  attempt  was 
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made  by  Mr.  Penney  to  open  a  Circuit  in  the  Orey  Valley. 
In  1877  Rangiora  and  Ashley  Bank  were  separated  from 
Christchurch  and  made  a  separate  Circuit  Two  years 
later  a  further  division  took  place,  and  Addington  became  a 

Circuit  In  1881  the 
Rev.  J.  White  was 
sent  to  Dunedin  to 
organise  a  Church, 
but  after  three 
years'  hard  work  the 
attempt  was  aban- 
doned. In  1884, 
Christchurch  was 
once  more  divided, 
and  Richmond  be- 
came self-governing. 
The  following  year, 
Wood vi He,  where 
good  work  had  been 
done  and  a  commo- 
dious church  built 
by  the  minister  from 
Waipawa,  wa»  made 
a  separate  circuit 
witli  good  prospects. 
The  latest  develop- 
ment was  the  formation  of  a  Circuit  at  Pahiatua  in  1894. 

Capable  Laymen. 

During  its  New  Zealand  history  the  United  Free 
Methodist  Church  enjoyed  the  services  of  generous,  strong, 
and  faithful  lay  workers.  Mr.  G.  Booth,  the  pioneer 
and  founder,  was  a  man  of  deep  piety,  an  excellent 
class  leader,  and  an  enthusi&stic  Sunday-school 
worker.  The  late  Mr.  W.  Bowron,  a  contemporary 
and  friend  of  the  Rev.  T.  Buddie,  was  one  of 
the  most  fluent  and  eloquent  local  preachers  the 
Colony  has  over  known.  There  was  a  singular 
charm  about  his  utterances,  and  for  some  years  in 
and  around  Christchurch  he  took  regular  appointments, 
greatly  to  the  delight  of  the  congregations.  The  Scott 
Brothers  devoted  themselves  with  great  earnestness  and 
success  to  the  Addington  Sunday-school,  which  for  some 
years  occupied  a  prominent  position.  Mr.  W.  Flesher, 
one  of  the  early  organisers  and  founders  of  tho  Richmond 
Church,  was  a  man  of  independent  views  and  strong  will, 
but  thoroughly  devoted  and  earnest.  His  untimely  decease 
a  few  years  since  whilst  voyaging  from  Australia  was  a 
distinct  loss.  Mr.  J.  T.  Brown,  who  is  still  living  and 
occupies  the  position  of  class  leader  and  local  preacher  at 
Addington,  has  been  connected  with  that  Church  from  its 
foundation,  and  is  highly  respected.  In  Auckland, 
Messrs.  Coupland  and  Wheeler;  in  Wellington, 
Mr.  W.  Redstone  and  Mr.  Kershaw;  in  Christchurch, 
Messrs.  Leadley,  Turner,  G.  Bowron,  Hanan,  and  the  late 
W.  Parkes ;  and  in  Rangiora,  Messrs.  Withers,  Watson, 
and  others  were  ready  helpers. 


Gifts  of  an  Ens^lish  Layman. 

In  1870  Mr.  W.  Hicks,  of  Liskeard,  Cornwall,  wrote  to 
the  Rev.  M.  Baxter  and  the  leadera  of  the  Church  in 
England,  calling  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  churches  in 
New  Zealand.  He  saw  that  it  was  destined  to  be  an 
important  Colony,  and  that  there  was  required  for  the 
ministry  there    "Christian   men  of  strong  bodies,  deep 


piety,  moderate  talent,  and  sanctified  by  Divine  grace." 
He  was  farther  of  opinion  that  for  years  to  come  two 
additional  men  might  be  sent  out  annually,  and  made 
liberal  efforts  towards  their  support.  He  also  promised  to 
help  pecuniarily  in  church  building,  and  gave  considerable 
sums  towards  a  new  church  in  Christchurch  in  1877,  and 
also  to  the  churches  built  in  Wellington  and  Napier. 


District  Meetins:. 

In  1875,  New  Zealand  was  constituted  a  separate 
district.  The  Rev.  S.  MacFarlane  was  elected  Chairman 
for  the  fii-st  six  years,  and  was  Connexional  representative 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1898.  At  subsequent 
sessions  other  ministers  were  honoured  by  election  to  the 
chair,  and  there  was  from  year  to  year  a  large  attendance 
of  laymen.  At  the  meeting  of  1896,  the  following  stMistics 
were  reported  : — Churches,  23  ;  other  preaching  places,  C  ; 
ministers,  14  ;  local  preachers,  34  ;  Church  membei^,  IMl ; 
Sunday-schools,  19;  teachers,  208;  scholars,  18^0; 
attendants,  2143. 


Difficulties  and  Successes. 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  high 
hopes  of  extension  cherished  by  the  founders  were  not 
fully  realised.  Considerable  losses  were  8uffere<l  in  some 
places.  In  the  Oxford  Circuit  two  churches  were  destroyed 
in  a  gale.  In  Westport  heavy  floods  carried  away  a  large 
part  of  the  town  and  damag(Hi  the  church.  Owing  to  tlie 
fewness  of  places  there  were  gi*eat  practical  difficult ii*s  in 
the  working  of  an  itinerant  ministry.  Possibly  owing  to 
this,  four  ministers  returned  to  England,  and  five  more 
joined  tha  ministry  of  other  churches.  This  was  a  heavy 
drain,  and  though  eleven  others  were  receive<l  in  the  Colony, 
it  was  found  difficult  to  supply  the  places.  The  heavy  Trust 
debts  incurre<l  in  some  places  also  hindered!  progress. 
Moreover,  the  presence  of  the  larger  Church  —  tlie 
Wesleyan  —  and  its  occupation  of  the  principal  places 
precluded  expansion.  At  the  same  time  go*Kl  and  honest 
work  was  done  by  niinist<»rs,  local  preachers,  and  others, 
and  if  they  failed  in  securing  territorial  extension  it  was 
nnt  owin<'  to  anv  want  of  diligence. 
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BIBLE   CHRISTIAN    CHURCH. 

is  early  history  this  Church  was  confined  to  the 
f  England,  where  it  originated.  During  the  last 
years  a  considerable  migration  of  Cornish  miners 
northern  counties  led  to  the  formation  of 
Rations  there,  and  in  London  and  its  suburbs  there 
en  solid  progress.  From  the  very  beginning  of 
lealand  colonisation  a  fev/  Bible  Christian  members 
nong  the  immigrants,  but  in  most  cases  these  united 
[ves  with  the  other  churches  already  represented  here. 


Official  Recognition. 

Iieir  numbers  increased  there  grew  up  naturally  a 
to  have  **  a  local  habitation  and  a  name."  The 
Conference  provided  for  this  by  commissioning 
Iward  Reed,  an  honoured  and  able  local  preacher, 
rived  in  the  Colony  in  1877,  to  organise  a  Church, 
jed  settled  in  Christchurcli,  where  he  soon  found  a 
•nest  men  and  women  wlio  had  been  accustomed  to 
Bible  Christian  services  in  the  Homeland,  and  had 
ost  their  first  love.  At  their  request  lie  commenced 
i  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Tregeagle,  Conference  Street. 
numbers  increasing,  a  small  hall  wjis  rented  in 
iter  Street,  where  meetings  were  held  for  upwaids 
Ive  months.  Preaching  was  also  commenced  at 
;ton  and  Templeton,  and  in  both  these  places  small 
?s,  now  used  as  schoolrooms,  were  erected.  The 
rs  were  earnest  and  energetic,  whilst  the  devout  and 
spirit  of  their  leader  cemented  them  together. 


Early   Ministers. 

',sponse  to  a  re(iuest  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Keast,  whose 
t  we  present,  was  s?nt  out  as  the  first  minister.  He 
)ung,  genial,  and  earnest,  but  of  consumptive 
3y,  and  after  about  twelve  aionths'  work  passed  to 
ard.  He  was  succeeded  by  tlie  Rev.  J.  Crewes,  a 
speaker,  and  a  man  of  considerable  information, 
his  pastorate  the  site  now  occupied  in  lower  High 
was  purchased,  and  the  first  church  erected  thereon. 
>  continued  services  at  Addington  and  Templeton, 
•eached  occasionally  at  Kaiapoi  and  Prebbleton. 
as  followed  by  the  Rev.  J.  Wilson.  During 
ilson's  term  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  Colony  by  the 
.  W.  Bourne,  the  leading  minister  of  the  Church  in 
d.  The  property  at  High  Street  was  financially 
assed,  and  after  enquiring  into  the  case  Mr.  Bourne 
\  measures  for  its  relief. 


a  cost  of  £500.  Prompt  to  seize  every  opportunity  for 
extension,  services  were  also  held  and  churches  erected  at 
Belfast,  Hals  well,  Kimberley,  Prebbleton,  and  Little  River. 


The  Most  Pronounced  Success 
was  the  Dunedin  Mission.  The  Rev.  W.  Ready,  after  a 
year  spent  at  Banks'  Peninsula,  was  sent  to  the  Otago 
capital  to  inaugurate  a  Mission.  Commencing  with  an 
open-air  service  in  the  Octagon  one  Saturday  evening, 
when  he  sang  a  solo,  he  gave  an  address  and  invited  the 
audience  to  attend  services  in  a  hall  in  Maclaggan  Street. 
Soon  earnest  spirits  gathered  around  him,  and  the  hall 
way  crowded.  A  larger  one  was  also  taken,  and  also 
found  inadequate.  Eventually  the  Garrison  Hall — then 
the  largest  public  hall  in  Dunedin — was  rented  for  Sunday 
evening  services,  and  within  a  year  or  two  this  also  was 
filled,  and  Mr  Ready  sustained  the  services  with  singular 
acceptance.  A  property  was  bought  in  Stafford  Street, 
where  an  old  store  was  fitted  up  for  a  mission  hall,  and  in 
this  the  morning  services,  Sunday-school,  and   week-night 


FoRMKR  Free  Methodist  Church,  Victoria  St.,  Rangiora. 

services  were  held.  Wisely  interesting  the  people  in 
Mission  effort,  a  young  lady  also  went  thence  to  the 
Foreign  Mission  Field  in  China.  A  large  number  of 
persons,  unaccustomed  to  attend  church,  were  attracted  to 
the  hall,  and  many  of  these  were  converted,  while  diligent 
efforts  were  made  by  the  membership  to  aid  the  pastor. 
A  comfortable  minister's  residence  was  also  purchased  at 
Fern  Hill. 


A  Church  Builder  and  Or^^aniser. 

886,  the  Rev.  J.  Orchard  was  sent  from  Victoria  as 
ir  of  the  Christchurch  Circuit  and  Superintendent 
Mission.  He  was  in  the  full  strength  of  manhood, 
id  the  advantage  of  lengthy  colonial  experience, 
in  disposition,  etisily  making  acquaintance,  and 
without  hesitation  in  seeking  help,  he  set  to  work 
igorously.  Aided  by  a  grant  of  £200  from  the 
I  Conference,  a  new  church  was  erected  on  the 
•treet  site  at  a  total  cost  of  £1080,  the  greater  part 
h  was  raised.     A  parsonage  was  also  built  there  at 


Help  from  the  Homeland 

was  liberally  given  to  the  Mission  both  in  men  and  money. 
Within  a  few  years  five  3'oung  ministers  were  sent  out ; 
two  were  obtained  from  Australia,  and  two  taken  out  in 
the  Colony.  Funds  were  also  freely  granted  by  the  English 
Conference.  The  result  was  that  new  places  were  opened 
in  Canterbury,  and  a  beginning  made  in  the  Otago  and 
Wellington  Provinces.  In  1886  Mr.  J.  P.  Oliver,  a 
former  member  of  the  church,  visited  Central  Otago, 
and  reported  an  opening  for  Methodism  in  the 
Cromwell  District,  and  the  following  year  a»  <L\x<^>i5^ 
was       iormed.        F\n^     ^^^^^^     \\i.\fe^      'dRXNVis-^      ^^^^ 
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initiated  at  Palmerston  North,  a  small  church  built^  and  a 
parsonage  purchased.  Meantime  the  Christchurch  Circuit, 
which'  had  been  extended  from  time  to  time,  was  divided 
— ^Addington,    Belfast,    Courtenay,  and  Waikari    being 

constituted  Circuits. 

These,  however,  could 

P  .♦;.'■■.  only  be   maintained 

by  outside  help,  and 
£300  per  annum  was 
received  from    Eng- 
•^  •  land.     In  1 895  there 

were  reported  to  be 
13  churches,  29  other 
preaching  places,  11 
ministers,  25  local 
preachers,  609  church 
members,  872  Sunday 
scholars,  and  4853 
adiierents. 


Union  Needed. 


Eiv.  J.  White. 


For  some  years  a 
feeling  liacl  been 
growing  in  all  these 
churches  that  the 
divisions  of  Method- 
ism were  a  weakness, 
if  not  a  scandal.  It 
was  found  difficult  to  explain  to  outsiders  the  points  of 
polity  which  differentiated  the  one  from  the  other.  The 
younger  generation,  who  had  not  known  the  causes  of 
division,  could  not  see  their  force.  All  felt  that  the 
multiplication  of  churches  of  the  same  order  led  to  unhappy 
rivalries  and  unnecessary  expenditure.  Those  on  whom 
rested  the  burden  of  leadership,  and  saw  how  ditiicult  it 
would  be  to  sustain  separate  churches  in  the  future,  realised 
this  in  all  its  force. 


Nes^otiations 


for  the  union  of  the  four  churches  were,  therefore, 
initiated.  Naturally  and  properly  the  Wesleyan  Church, 
as  the  oldest  and  largest  body,  led  the  way,  and  in  1 883 
representatives — ministerial  and  lay — met  at  Christchurch. 
After  a  harmonious  session  of  three  days,  it  was 
unanimously  decided  that  it  would  be  for  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  advantage  of  Methodism  generally  that  one  New 
Zealand  Methodist  Church  should  be  formed.  A  basis  of 
union  was  outlined,  discussed,  and  finally  adopted,  with 
substantial  unanimity,  providing  therefor.  At  tliis  time 
there  was  a  strong  wish  in  the  New  Zealand  Wesleyan 
Church  to  be  separated  from  the  Australian  General 
Conference,  and  the  union  plan,  among  other  things, 
provided  for  this.  At  the  General  Conference,  held  in 
1884,  this  was  disallowed,  and  certain  other  provisions  as 
to  polity  were  not  approved.  The  consequence  was  that 
the  opportunity  of  uniting  the  whole  of  the  Methodist 
Churches  fell  through.  Naturally  the  promoters  were 
discouraged,  and  for  a  few  years  the  matter  was 
dormant.  About  ten  years  afterwards  an  attempt 
waa  made  by  the  Primitive  Methodist  Church  to  form 
a    anion  ot  the    three    smaller  bodies,  but    t\i\a    &\ik> 


The  Way  Opened  and  Union  Effected. 

Meantime  events  were  marching  on.  In  the  Wedepa 
General  Conference  of  Australasia,  several  chai^ 
advocated  by  New  Zealand  in  matters  of  polity  veie 
adopted,  and  the  agitation  for  separation  was  therelij 
deprived  of  its  strength.  In  Anstralia  the  tide  d 
sentiment  in  favour  of  a  General  Methodist  Union  in  the 
Southern  Hemisphere  was  rising.  It  was  warmly 
advocated  by  responsible  men  in  each  of  the  Churcha 
concerned,  but  it  devolved  upon  the  Wesleyan  Church,  as 
the  most  widespread,  to  first  express  its  willingness.  This 
it  did  at  the  General  Conference  held  in  Adelaide  in  1894, 
when  a  plan  of  union  was  laid  down  and  permissioo 
given  to  the  Annual  Conference  to  consummate  such  uoioa 
within  their  territories  on  that  l)asis.  It  provided,  inter 
alia^  th.at  the  interests  of  the  Wesleyan  Ministers  in 
their  Supernumeraries  and  Widows'  Fund  should  be 
conserved,  and  that  ministers  of  uniting  churches  should 
become  members  of  this  Fund  and  entitlcid  to  its  benefits 
on  equitable  conditions.  Of  other  funds  they  became 
beneficiaries  at  once.  It  also  sanctioned  certain  chaiiga 
as  to  the  term  of  ministerial  residence,  and  gave  to  laymen 
a  share  in  the  stationing  where  the  Annual  Conference 
thought  fit,  and  left  all  other  points  to  their  discretion, 
providing  that  the  President  of  the  General  Conference, 
for  the  time  being,  did  not  disallow  au}'  proposed  plan  on 
constitutional  grounds.  Negotiations  were  then  resumed 
by  the  New  Zealand  Wesleyan  Church,  with  the  others 
interested.  The  Primitive  Methixlist  Church  declined  to 
proceed  further.  Representatives  from  the  Uniteii  Free 
MetluMlist  Church  and  the  Bible  Christian  Church  met 
the  Wesleyan  Committee  in  a  Federal  Council.  Full 
information  was  supplied  to  the  Council  respecting  tlie 
state  of  Church  Properties,  Trust,  Circuit,  and  other 
Funds  in  tlu;  three  Cliurch?s,  and  it  was  resolvc-d  to 
recommend  to  the  governing  bodies  that  there  wsls  no 
reason  why  union  should  not  take  place.  At  the  New 
Zealand  Conference  of  1**^1^"),  by  54  votes  U>  i  I,  this  report 
was  approved,  and  sanction  given  to  the  union  on  the  consent 
of  the  Annual  Assembly  cf  the  U.M.F.  Churches  in  England 
and  tilt!  Hible  Christian  Church  Conference  being  obtained. 
This  having  been  secured,  the  provisions  of  tho  "Plan^took 
eflect,  and  the  three 
Churches  became  one 
on  Aj)ril  1st,  1S9G. 
An  Act  of  the  New 
Zealand  Ijegislature 
ratifying  this  ar- 
rangement and  mak- 
ing due  provision  fi)r 
the  legal  settlenu^it 
of  the  property  was 
passed  in  the  same 
year.  In  accordance 
with  the  action  of  the 
General  Conference, 
tho  un  ite<l  body  is  s ti  11 
known  as  the  Wes- 
1  e  y  a  n  Methodist 
Church,  until  union 
becomes  general 
throughout  the 
Colonies,  when  the 
Tv?w\\\fe    >N\ll    be    tho 
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Ukv.  .1.  Orchard. 


Mr.  Edwarh  Ukei». 


Rkv.  W.  11.  Keast. 


LowKK  High  Street  Church,  S(  hool,  and  Paksoxa(;e,  Chrisk  hirc  h. 
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Union  Still  Imperfect. 

It  was,  and  is,  matter  for  regret  that  the  Primitive 
Methodist  Church  did  not  fall  in  with  the  above 
arrangement.  In  the  Conference  Pastoral  Address  of  1896 
to  the  Church  members  their  non-inclusion  is  thus  referred 


Templeton  Church. 

to  :  "  We  admit  and  acknowledge  our  deoj)  regret  that  tlu* 
union  now  consummated  does  not  include  our  bietliien  of 
the  Primitive  Methodist  Church.  We  could  see  how 
much  greater  the  advantage  would  have  been  had  all  come 
together  without  further  delay,  and  we  urge  still  that  you 
keep  yourselves  in  sympathy  with  the  movement  that 
affects  our  Methodist  Churches  not  only  in  New  Zealand, 
but  throughout  the  group  of  Colonies  in  which  it  is  our 
privilege  to  have  a  place.  On  the  Australian  Continent, 
negotiations  are  in  progress  that  promise  for  the  Methodist 
section  their  complete  fusion  within  a  very  few  years.  It 
is  time  for  us  to  take  large  and  liberal  views  of  things, 
and  to  remember  that  we  belong  to  a  great  and  widespread 
Connexion,  with  privileges  and  opportunities  for  doing 
good  not  surpassed  in  the  world."  These  sentiments  aie 
still  cherished.  Since  that  time  the  Queensland  Primitive 
Methodists  have  united  with  the  other  Churches  there, 
and  formed  one  Methodist  Church  in  that  Colony.     They 


Westport  U.M.F.  Church  in  1878.  :» 

arc  to  do  so  in  South  and  West  Australia  in  1890,  and  in 
Victoria  and  Ta.smania  in  1902,  while  New  South  Wales 
can  hardly  lag  behind.  On  large  and  general  grounds  it 
seems  exceedingly  desirable  that  the  same  thing  should 
take  place  in  this  Colony  also. 


Results  of  Union. 

How  thorough  this  has  been  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
Ministers  of  the  two  smaller  Churches  are  now  to  Ix' 
found  in  each  of  the  six  Districts  of  the  Colony,  sharing 
fully  the  honours  and   responsibilities  of  their   brethren, 


T KM v\. KTo X  Parson ag k. 


while  the  lav  workers  and  members  have  been  welcoii;e.l 
with  eijual  heaitiness.  The  large  vote  wliich  this  year 
placed  the  lU^v.  J.  Orchard  in  the  Chair  of  the  Conference 
is  a  further  indication  of  the  same  kind.  There  have 
been  adjustments  of  Circuit  boundaries  consecpient  on 
union.  That  this  process  would  involve  some  friction  was 
not  unexpected.  The  cessation  of  English  grants  of 
nearly  £500,  formerly  receive<l  yeaily  by  the  F.M.  aud 
B.C.  Churches,  im})oses  a  financial  strain.  J>ut  these  are 
temporary  dilliculties  only.  Some  few  of  the  properties, 
notably  the  Free  Methodist  Churches  in  Napier  and 
Wellington,  have  been  disposed  of,  but  the  others  are 
being  worked,  and  thj  spiiit  of  union  is  growing.  The 
Conference  of  1S90  said:  "We  must  not  expect 
in  any  combination  or  blending  of  two  forci»s 
immunity  from  the  cares  and  labours  incident  to  life  in 
this  world  and  to 
aggressive  woik  for 
Christ.  We  combine 
not  for  rest,  but  for 
work."  These  are  wise 
words,  and  need  to  b<» 
re  m  e  m  be  red.  TIkj 
call  for  work  becomes 
louder  yearly,  and  in 
th(^  greater  strength 
which  union  has 
given,  response  must 
be  made  thereto.  A 
generation  hence  we 
doubt  not  that  the 
Methodists  will  ap- 
plaud the  action  of 
their  fathers  who 
brought  about  the 
happy  consummation. 


Mr.  J.  T.  Brown,  Addington. 
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|CCLESIASTICALLY,  Wellingtx>n  City  is  the  head 
of  a  large  district,  comprising  the  eastern  half  of 
the  Province  of  the  same  name,  the  whole  of 
Hawke's  Day,  and  in  Poverty  Bay  a  considerable  slice  of 
Auckland.  Wellington  itself  was  the  earliest  settlement 
of  the  New  Zi'aland  Land  Company.  That  company  was 
first  formed  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  E.  G.  Wakefield,  in 
1837,  being  then  known  as  the  New  Zealand  Land 
Association,     under    the    presidency    of    Lord     Durham. 


bringing  8urveyoi*s,  draughtsmen,  and  others,  under  the 
lcade!*ship  of  Colonel  Wakefield,  who  was  to  purchase  land 
and  make  preparations  for  settlement.  He  bought  from 
the  Natives  a  considerable  area  of  land  in  and  around 
what  was  then  called  Port  Nicholson,  and  is  now  the 
Empire  City.  Much  of  this  was  afterwards  found  to  be 
unsuitable  for  settlement,  while  the  encircling  hills  were  a 
natural  barrier  preventing  advance  into  the  country. 
Part  of  the  interior  was  heavily  timbered,  and  it  was  not 


Wellington. — Manners  Street  Church  and  Mission  House  in  1848. 


Imperiar  interests  caused  Lord  Durham  to  be  sent  to 
America,  and  for  awhile  the  project  flagged.  Some, 
however,  of  the  would-be  settlei-s  had  sold  their  homes  in 
England,  and  it  wjis  necessary  that  promises  to  them 
should  be  carried  out.  In  1839,  therefore,  some  forty 
gentlemen  contributed  £500  a-piece,  formed  a  new 
company,  and  sent  out  the  barque  2^0 ry  as  an 
expeditionary   ship.     She    arrived   on    Septem\>er    20tV\, 


until  many  years  after  that  the  resources  of  the  Province 
could  be  developed.  Hawke's  Bay  was  originally  settled 
by  sheepfarmers,  and  for  many  years  its  excellent  land 
was  held  chiefly  in  large  blocks.  Of  late  3*ears  some  of 
these  estates  have  been  cut  up,  and  in  "Wellington,  as  well 
as  in  that  Province,  settlement  is  now  proceeding  at  a 
rapid  rate.  Poverty  Bay,  notwithstanding  its  ill-omened 
x\vmv(i,W^  ^vivcv^  ^1  \)cv^  \s^\,  ^<ie^  <i.'Ci\3A\try  in  the  North 
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Idand,  as  well  as  blocks  of  good  agricultnral  land.  Maori 
troubles  have  prevented  its  rapid  development,  and  the 
want  of  harbour  accommodation  also  retarded  progress. 
Recently  these  difficulties  have  been  overcome,  land  has 
been  taken  up,  and  farms  are  multiplying.  Within  this 
area  there  are  at  present  sixteen  Circuits  and  one  Home 
Mission  Station.  There  is  a  staff  of  seventeen  ministers 
and  two  Home  Misnionaries,  who  are  aided  by  sixty-seven 
local  preachers.  Thirty-nine  churches  have  been  erected, 
and  theit'  are  forty-one  other  preaching  places.  Nineteen 
hundred  and  thirteen  persons  are  enrolled  as  Church 
memliers.  Forty-four  Sunday-schools  arc  in  operation,  with 
321  teachers,  who  have  under  their  charge  3794  children, 
while  the  attendants  on  public  worship  number  9981. 


The  Wellington 
Circuits. 

Methodism  in  Wel- 
lington is  coeval  with 
the  beginning  of  the 
aettlement.  The  New 
Zealand  Company,  with 
a  somewhat  sublime 
faith,  seeing  that  up  to 
that  date  they  had  not 
purchased  any  land, 
sent  out  five  emigrant 
ships  —  the  Oriental^ 
Aurora,  Adelaide , 
Bemjal  Merchant,  and 
the  Duht'  of  Hoxhimjh. 
These  all  left  England 
on  the  same  date  in 
September,  1839,  and 
arrived  at  their  desti- 
nation from  January  to 
March  of  the  following 
year.  The  Aurora 
was  the  first  to  make 
the  Port,  arriving  on 
the  22nd  January.  It 
was  the  intention  of 
the  company  to  form 
the  township  on  what 
is  now  known  as  Petone 
Beach,  the  Native  name, 
we  are  informed,  being 
Pito-o-one,  "end  of  the 
sand."  A  township  hod 
been  surveyed,  to  which 
at  first  it  was  proposed 

to  give  the  name  of  Cook,  in  honour  of  the  great  navigator, 
but  this  was  afterwards  changed  to  Britannia.  The  Rev. 
J.  Buller  was  then  on  a  visit  to  Port  Nicholson  in 
connection  with  the  Maori  Mission.  On  the  arrival  of 
the  Aurora,  he  went  on  board  and  preached  the  first 
English  sermon  on  the  25th  January.  He  found  among 
the  passengei-s  a  number  of  Methodists.  Among  them  was 
Mr.  Udy,  a  local  preacher,  Messrs.  Poad,  Burt,  Cundy, 
Tucker,  Williams,  and  others.  Several  of  these  were 
Comishmen.  They  built  their  houses  side  by  side,  and  it 
became  known  as  "  Cornish  Row."  At  once  they  started 
prayer  meetings  and  public  services  on  Sunday  afternoons. 
In  the  Oriental,  which  was  the  next  vessel  to  arrive, 
WAS  Mr,  D.  Lewis,  afterwards  to  hocome  a  prominent 
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1.— Mrs.  Hall.  2.— Mb.  Wm.  Tonkr,   Sexr.  3.— Mb.  Wm.  Fishkr. 
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Church  official,  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  who  was  snbseqaently 
employed  as  a  Catechist  among  the  Maoris.  The  Bengal 
Merchant  brought  no  additions  to  the  Methodist  flook, 
but  in  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh  were  several  others, 
among  them  the  Smiths  and  Currys.  The  AdeUnde^ 
which  did  not  arrive  before  the  6th  March,  had  among  her 
passengers  two  useful  local  preachers — James  Swan  and 
Charles  Hunt — also  the  Luxford  family.  Mr.  Luxford 
was  the  brother  of  Mesdames  Swan  and  Hunt^  and  their 
mother  was  converted  under  John  Wesley's  preaching. 
They  had  therefore  an  hereditary  attachment  to  the 
Church,  which  has  been  well  maintained  in  all  the 
subsequent  years.  On  the  evening  of  their  arrival  they 
attended  a  prayer  meeting  held  near  "  Cornish  Row."     It 

was  conducted  by  Mr. 
Udy,  and  survivors 
still  remember  that  the 
opening  hymn  was, 
"  Come  ye  that  love  the 
Lord."  Messrs.  Swan 
and  Hunt  threw  them- 
selves heartily  into  the 
work.  Their  zeal  en- 
couraged the  earlier 
arrivals,  and  prayer  and 
fellowship  meetings,  as 
well  as  preaching  ser- 
vices, were  conducted 
until  the  end  of  June. 
In  that  month  a  fire 
occurred  in  the  settle- 
ment, which  destroyed 
"Cornish  Row."  A 
heavy  flood  followed  the 
fire,  and  it  was  shortly 
afterwai-ds  determined 
to  remove  the  settle- 
ment to  Pipitea  Pointy 
Port  Nicholson,  now 
known  as  Thomdon. 
There  a  large  Maori 
whare  Sias  utilised  for 
the  services,  which  were 
regularly  held  on  Sun- 
day, while  prayer  meet- 
ings were  conducted 
during  the  week.  Thus, 
for  six  months  prior  to 
the  arrival  of  a  minister, 
these  men  and  women, 
who  feared  the  Lord, 
"  spake  often  one  to 
another,"  and,  as  in  Mulachi's  time,  *'  the  I^)rd  hearkened 
and  heard."  Here,  again,  it  is  evident  that  the  zeal  of 
faithful  laymen  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Church. 


A  Settled  Ministry. 

Wellington  was  the  first  of  the  New  Zealand  towns  and 
cities  to  have  the  advantage  of  a  resident  minister.  The 
Rev.  J.  Aldred  landed  there  on  December  23,  1840,  being 
appointed  to  tako  charge  both  of  the  European  and  Maori 
causes.     On  Christmas  Day  he  held  two  efttvvsftA  V)&ksLN5c«k 
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Native  chapel.  My  congregation  consisted  of  seven 
persons."  His  text  was  II.  Corinthians,  chapter  viii.  verse 
1)  :  "  Ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  your  sakcs  he  became  poor, 
tliat  ye,  through  his  poverty,  might  be  rich,"— surely  a 
fitting  message  at  the  beginning  of  his  ministry.  A 
hearty  reception  was  accorded  him,  and  five  months  later 
he  occupied  a  raupo  u-hare  of  his  own,  which  wtis  dignified 
with  the  name  of  tlie  Mission  House.  Among  the  settlei-s 
and  Natives,  his  earnest  elKirt  gain(;d  him  a  place  in  their 
affections,  wliich  he  iieviu-  lost.  In  a  serious  attack  of 
typhoid,  he  owed  his  life  to  the  careful  nursing  of 
^Irs.  Luxford.  He  was  followed  by  the  Uevs.  G.  i>uttlo 
and  (i.  Small's,  who,  however,  only  remained  a  short  time, 
and  then  by  the  Kev.  J.  Watkin.  All  these  ministers  had 
their  stipends  provided  by  the  Mission  Fund,  and  it  was 
not  until  iStS  that  the  {''.uiopcaii  (joiigregations  under- 
took the  iU'spoiisilnlity  i^i  the'  support  of  one  minister. 
WelliiiL,'toii,  tliei-efoic,  owes  iiiuch  to  the  fostering  care  of 
the  Kn^lish  Missionaiy  Society. 

Circuit 
Organisation. 

Wellington  not 
only  had  the  first 
minister,  but  was  the 
iirst  to  formally  or- 
ganise a  Cireuit  after 
the  English  model. 
In  the  writer's  cus- 
tody is  a  minute-book 
of  the  Quarterly 
greetings  fiom  Sep- 
tember,' b^l2,  to 
June,  IHOJ.  It  has 
b  e  e  n  k  e  ]>  t  w  i  t  h 
sci'upulous  care,  ami 
contains  most  in- 
tei'esting  notices. 
The  first  mec  ting  was 
hehl  in  the  Mission 
House,  and  its  object 
is  described  in  some- 
what archaic  phrase 
to  be  "  for  the  purpose  of  organising  the  societies  in  the 
Circuit."  The  members  present  were  the  Rev.  J.  Aid  red, 
Messrs.  Cayley,  Jenkins,  Lewis,  Swan,  and  Hunt.  The 
Chairman  reported  that  he  was  meeting  two  classes — one 
on  Thursday  evening,  and  another  on  WeJnesday  after- 
noon. Mr.  Cayley  was  authorised  to  lead  a  class  at  his 
house  on  Tinakori  lio:id,  where  a  preaching  service  was 
being  connnenced  ;  Mr.  Lewis,  to  organise  one  at  his 
residence  ;  and  INFr.  Hunt,  at  Petone.  There  were  reported 
to  be  fi\a  authorised  local  preachers,  viz.,  Messrs.  Hunt, 
Swan,  Jenkins,  Miller,  and  J.  Harding.  Mr.  Cayley  was 
appointed  Circuit  Steward.  At  the  first  meeting  no 
report  of  finance  was  presented.  Subsecjuent  entries  are 
of  a  promiscuous  kind,  and  cover  a  variety  of  subjects. 
In  some  respects  th(\y  were  aristocratic,  for  there  is  an 
expenditure?  of  8s.  for  211).  of  wax  candles,  and  7s.  Gd.  for 
51b.  mould  ditto.  Pn»sumably  the  former  were  for  the 
pulpit,  and  the  latter  for  the  congregation.  On  various 
occasions  the  Quarterly  Met^ting  was  not  hc^ld  on  account 
of  stormy  weather,  and  for  a  year  the  entries  are  simply 
that  they  were  postponed.      Iiividently  the  social  means  of 


Mks.  Hkldt  (Miss  McLkli.ax). — 
An  early  If-'ellintjtun  Mrthodist. 


Ti'E   Late    Mrs.  Tik  inn.   VVki.lixgtox.- 
"  .4  Mother  in  It^rael.*' 


grace   were   highly   prized,  for   in    the    first   few  entries 
payment  for  bread  and  buns  for  the  Lovefeasts  regularly 
recur.     Provision  was  also  made  for  the  Lord's  Supper,  by 
three  turned  plates  and  two  wooden  cups  being  provided. 
The    Stewards 
were    very    pru- 
dent   men,    and  .■ 
not   disposed    to 
commit    them- 
selves   to    undue 
expenditure.    At 
one       Quarterly 
Meeting      four 
common       lamps 
were  ordered  for 
the  congregation, 
but     owing,     we 
p  r  e  s  u  m  e,      t  o 
straitness       of 
funds,   the  order 
was     withheld. 
Suggestive    com- 
ments    on       the 
state    of     affairs 
commercially  ap- 
peal- in   the  item 
of   8s.  debited  as 
discount    on    de- 
bent  uie,   and  an 
r.O.  U.  for  5s.  dishonoured.      What  are  to-day  known  as 
Trust   accounts  also  appear  regularly  in   the  early  entnes 
in    the  shape   of  rent,  and  in  payment  for   lighting  and 
cleaning.     Considerable  ditliculty  was  at  times  experienced 
in   regard   to  finance.     At  first  the  items  of  income  were 
subscriptions    from     the    classes,   and    the    time-honoured 
(juaiterh^  collection.    Eventually  a  special  circuit  collection 
was  added,  and  in  process  of  time  the  word  "special  "  was 
dro}>ped,  so  that  there  were  collections  on  two  Sundays  in 
the  (piartcu-  for  the  support  of  the  ministry.      For  several 
years  no  account  was  kept  in  detail   of  the  payments,  the 
amount  raised  being  simply  handed  to  the  minister.     As 
with   the  temple  workmen  in   King  Josiah's  time,  "  there 
was    no    reckoning    with   them    of    the    money   that    was 
delivered         into 
their    hands,   be- 
cause they  dealt 
faithfully.*''    Dur- 
ing    these    y^ears 
the    Quarterly 
Meeting        gave 
close       attention 
to    business.     A 
day-school  move- 
ment    was     suc- 
cessfully inaugu- 
rated,    openings 
for    new  preach- 
ing   i>laces    were 
discussed,       and 
advance       made. 
Sites  for  churches 
were      secured, 
discussions    took 
place      on     such 

(J  u  e  s  t  i  o  n  s    as         ^i^^^   g    waters,  Wkllixgton. 
the     use    of    the  '*  An  oU  Disciple:' 


THE    COLONIAL    CHURCHES. 


333 


Liturgy,  the  Itinerancy,  and  the  prayer  meetings.  The 
good  steward  (Mr.  Lewis)  not  only  recorded  the  resolu- 
tions, but  refreshes  his  readers  by  reporting  that  at  one 
meeting  "  an  unusual  degree  of  brotherly  love  was  mani- 
fested." At  another  "  the  spirit  of  prayer  was  poured 
out,"  and  an  hour  spent  in  intercession.  On  still  another 
occasion  he  rejuls  to  the  members  his  judgment  as  to  what 
the  Circuit  8  needs  are,  and  that  they  can  be  met  only  by 
entire  devotion  and  liberality,  and  ends  by  a  quotatitm 
from  Wesley's  Hymns.  Evidently  the  othce-bearers  in 
those  days  did  not  confine  themselves  to  financial  subjects. 
These  were  subordinated  to  the  work  of  "  spreading 
Scriptural  holiness  throughout  the  land." 


avers  :  "  The  congregation  became  one  of  the  liveliest  that 
I  was  ever  in ;  in  fact,  so  lively  that  neither  parson  nor 
people  could  sit  still  in  the  church.  At  last  the  nuisance 
became  quite  intolerable,  and  we  had  to  quit."  Eventually 
this  church  was  blown  down  in  a  heavy  gale.  The 
building,  known  as  the  Exchange,  belonging  to  Mr.  J. 
Wade,  was  then  kindly  lent  for  the  afternoon  services. 
A  weather-board  building  of  their  own  was  shortly  after 
projected.  Tt  was  of  exceedingly  modest  dimensions,  16ft. 
by  22ft.  Mrs.  Harding  and  Miss  McTjellan  (afterwards 
Mrs.  Ileldt)  were  the  collectors.  As  Willis  Street  was  a 
perfect  quagmire,  and  other  parts  of  the  town  in  a 
similar  condition,  their  work  was  one  of  ditiiculty,  but  was 


Mannrrs  Street  Church  and  Mission  House  in  the  Early  Sixties. 


(Fn^in  (I  (Iniirinii  kiwlhj  Imt  hij  Mr.  W.  A.  AhhrtJ.J 


A  Succession  of  Churches. 

As  related  in  the  Maori  section,  the  Mission  originally 
acquired  a  large  section  of  land  at  Te  Aro.  Eventually 
«)nly  about  two  acrea  of  this  were  legally  conveyed.  This 
was  afterwards  exchanged  for  what  was  then  known  as 
the  Market  Reserve,  where  now  the  Royal  Oak  Hotel  and 
the  Fire  Brigade  Station  stand  at  Te  Aro.  That  was  also 
in  its  turn  exchanged  for  a  section,  irregularly  shaped, 
situate  at  the  corner  of  Manners  and  Cuba  Streets.  This 
became  the  centre  of  Methodist  operations  for  some  forty 
years.  The  first  church  of  raupo  was  well  built  by  the 
Maoris  on  the  east  side  of  Te  Aro  stream,  where  after- 
wards the  Public).Pound  stood.  It  was  well  attended  both 
by  Natives  and  Europeans.     One  who  worshipped  there 


successful.  Timber  was  purcluised,  and  the  meml)ers  of 
the  congregation  gave  their  labour  for  the  erection,  simply 
paying  for  the  doors  and  window  siislies.  A  survivor  says 
he  doubts  if  any  cash  were  really  received,  as  instead  of 
cash  in  those  days  they  had  debentures,  which  were 
known  as  "shin  plasters."  Tt  was  opened  by  a  well 
attended  tea  meeting,  although  it  is  regretfully  stated  *'  no 
fresh  butter  could  be  obtained."  This  building  was 
subsequently  enlarged  to  seat  130,  and  often  double  that 
number  wished  to  attend.  It  had  three  narrow  windows 
on  either  side.  In  1845  it  was  superseded  by  a  brick 
church,  the  foundation  stone  of  which  was  laid  by 
Governor  Fitzroy  on  January  22nd,  1844.  This  was 
built  in  the  Grecian  style  of  architecture,  and  intended 
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to  seat  800  persons.  Sketch  plans  were  prepared  by 
Mr.  Stokes,  a  newspaper  proprietor,  ami  the  erection  was 
supcrinten<led  by  Capt^iin  Uol)erts,  of  tlie  Royal  En<;ineers. 

Architecturally,  it  did 
not  impress  all  favour- 
ably, for  one  of  the 
members  says  :  **  It 
was  exceed  in  i^dy  ugly, 
b(Mn<^  a  large,  square 
Ijuilding,  built  with 
large  winilt)ws  and 
pi'esentiiig  the  appear- 
ance of  a  barn,'"  but 
at  the  opening  cere- 
mony nearly  the?  whoh^ 
of  the  Wellington 
population  was  j)re- 
s(»nt.  A  succ(*ssful 
soirees  was  lu-ld,  fol- 
lowed by  a  public 
meeting.  I'p  to  this 
time  the  serviee  of 
praise  was  led  by  Mr. 
Howe  with  a  clarionet, 
the 


Mr.    \V.    MoMIAM.    \VKIMJN<iT()N. 

Mr.    and 


from  Mr.  May,  probably  the  first  pipe  organ  used  in  a 
Wesleyaii  Church  in  New  Zealand  was  obtairn'rl,  ami  tii*- 
clari<met  and  orchestra  sujierseded.  Ynv  many  yi-ai-^  llii* 
church  was  filled  with 
an  intelligent  and  de- 
vout congregation.  In 
18()7  the  growth  of 
the  City,  which  Inid 
become  exceedingly 
rapid  by  its  becoming 
the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, necessitated  a 
larger  building.  The 
Rev.  W.  Kirk  was 
Superintendent,  and, 
supported  by  an  ener- 
getics band  of  TruNtees, 
a  handsome  (lotliic 
irhui''-h,  the  plans  of 
whieli  were  prepared 
by  Mr.  C.  Triiigham 
(a  member  of  the  con- 
gregation), was  built 
and        successful  Iv 


Ham..  Wkli.im.t4»\. 

('it  If    3/ /» ION 'If//. 


while  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  weie 
chief  singers.  At  this  meeting  the 
clarionet  was  reinforced  by  a  pitrcol<\  a 
bass  viol,  and  a  violin.  From  this  tinie 
a  change  was  made,  and  instead  of  giN  ing 
out  the  hymns  two  linens  at  a  time,  the 
whole  verse  was  announced,  and  the 
hinging  is  said  to  have  been  first  class. 
About  half  the  church  was  pn»vi<led  wilh 
pews- -straight  backecl  -  and  each  pro- 
vided with  a  lock  and  key  for  the  seat 
holders.  The  remainder  had  j)lain  s<'ats, 
without  backs,  known  as  free  seats.  At 
the  end  opposite  the  minister  was  the 
singers'  gallery.  Lighting  was  provided 
by  four  chandeliers  of  eight  can* lie-power 
each,  but  the  unfortunate  who  sat  undei- 
neath  did  not  rejoice  in  '' the  <lropj)ings 
of  the  sanctuary."  This  irhurch  admir- 
ably met  the  recjuirements  of  the 
congregaticm  until  1.'<1S,  when  in  the 
severe  earthi|uakes  it  was  destro}e<l.     A 

new 


i 


^ 


opened  on  September  l;»lh  am!  2<hk 
iStjS,  the  Revs.  Kirk,  Rigi;,  Ratersun, 
and  Morley  taking  part  tJierein.  For 
I  le\  <'n  y(»ars  this  was  the  g«'neral  cenlrpiif 
\\'<'sl<'yan  operati<»ns  in  the  City,  anrl  a 
steady  and  liberal  ennirrogation  wm 
shipped  tln're.  On  June  1  oth,  iST'.'Jn- 
a  lii-e  which  originated  in  the  Ojir^ri 
House  oppnsite,  this  was  eniiiiiy 
(h'st loved.  Th(^  insurance  on  the  wh.-l" 
}noperty  amount<^<l  to  £!'("( m)^  l,in  ;i^ 
\\nir  was  a  heavy  debt  >till  n-niiiiiiin::. 
only  a  small  portion  of  this  was  axailihii' 
for  furl  hei-ellbrt.     Our  illu<i  rat  ions  shuw 


sonie  of 


lie  eailier  c 


hurchi 


Mi{.   \V.   (.'i.\i;k,   \Vh.i.in<;to.\. 
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church  of  wood 
was  built  uj)on  the 
same  site,  much  of  the 
old  material  b«'ing 
used  therein.  It  was 
opene<l  on  February 
11th,  lsr,0,  by  the 
Rev.  J.  AldrtMl  j)reach- 
ir)g  from  J<)hn  vii.,  :>7 
and  '^^.  It  is  said  to 
have*  been  of  the 
Kgyj>tian  style  of 
archite«ture.  Inside, 
the  walls  were  lathed 
and  plastered.  FiVen- 
tually,  galleries  were 
j)laced  on  tw<)  sides 
and  in  the  end.  In 
IS.")."),  led  by  ibe  s\Ae\\- 
tlid  donation  oi  .V1K)K) 


years  IS 
though  there  were 
always  two  ministers 
stationed,  there  were 
only  six  dill'erent  men 
in  the  eighteen  years. 
These  were  of  <liJVerent 
tiMnjX'iaments  and  di- 
verse uifts,  but  all 
zealous  for  the  ex t (fu- 
sion «)f  the  Churtrh, 
and  nnich  beloved. 
The  Rev.  J.  AVatkin, 
gentle  in  <lisposition, 
vivacious  in  manner 
and  lacy  in  narrative, 
moved  as  a  father 
among  his  children, 
vvwvV  sv'v.-vvve<l  the  stnmg 


Early  Pastorates. 

In  the  ti'ansition  period  between  tli«' 
Mission  and  the  Colonial  Church,  tin' 
three  years"  term  of  itinerainv  wis  imt 
riLcidly  enforce«l.  .  JIen»N',  between  tlif 
and    ISCO, 
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?.  If  he  were  a  **  son  of  consolation,"  his  colleague 
.  Ironside — was  "a  son  of  thunder,*'  and  his  powerful 
irses  are  still  renienibere<l.  Mr.  Aldreds  courtesy 
pastonil  fidelity  endeared  him  to  old  and  young. 
Creed      was      an      exceptionally      good      Native 

scholar,  and  a 
fair  English 
preacher.  Al- 
though in  f treble 
health,  he  was 
much  esteemed. 
Tlie  Rev.  J. 
r»uller,  who  was 
Superintendent 
for  five  years, 
was  tlu^n  in  his 
prime.  Excep- 
tionally strong 
and  energetic, 
an  able  preacher, 
ami  taking  iii- 
tenvst  in  public 
alVairs,  he  madea 
deep  impression 
upon  the  com- 
munity. J I  is 
colleague,  .Jona- 
than Junes,  is 
said  to  iiave 
been  a  sound 
tbeologian  and 
an  instructive 
JM(  aeber. 


CKRs  Strkkt  I'm  K(  h,   Wkm.inc;- 
Oytnrii,  /sy;s. 


Generous- hearted  Laymen 

»rt^J  thes(^  mInistcMs  in  all  their  elVorts.  'Die  first 
by  common  ((Hisent  belongs  t»)  I)a\i«l  Lewis,  a 
hman  by  birth,  and  an  otlicer  of  the  New  Zealaiul 
3any.  Ht*  became  connected  with  tin*  Churcii  siiortlv 
his  arrival  in  thi^  Colony,  and  for  fifty  years  was  one 
\  standard  bearers.  For  nearly  foity  yeais  h(»  served 
terruptcHJly  as  Circuit  St(»ward,  gi\ing  to  the  Church 
Denelit  oi  ready  and  skilled  ser\ic(%  great  liberalitv, 
crowning  all  by  constant  devotion  and  a 
stent  life.  For  many  years  he  kept  a 
'd  of  all  the  texts  of  sermons  which  he 
i.  One  of  this  writer's  most  cherished 
»8sions  is  a  Bible  in  which  these  an*  noted, 
is  old  age  he  removed  from  Timikori  Road 
B  near  the  chuich  at  Te  Aro,  and  even 
I  a  nonagenarian  was  never  absent  from  a 
ce.  His  n'cord  is  on  high.  Tiu*  early 
preachers —Messrs.  Cayley,  Hunt,  and 
I — were  all  men  of  power  aiul  prayer. 
David  Kinnil)urgh  was  a  trusted  friend 
he  preachers,  and  his  gifted  daughters 
ered  excellent  service  in  the  choir  for 
Y  years.  jVL*.  W.  Clark,  brought  uj)  from 
cod  in  the  Church,  was  also  one  of  its 
staking  and  efficient  otlice-bearers  for  a 
ration.  With  these  were  associated 
;rR.  Jacka,  Nott,  Jones,  W.  J.  Hall, 
lall,  G.  H.  and  C.  E.  Luxford,  Duck, 
:8,  senr.,  («(M)der,  Fisher,  Howe,  and  others. 
e  were  also  f;(*<Uy  Christian  women  who 


**  laboured  with  them  in  the  Caspel  " — Mrs.  Hall,  who 
ha<l  a  rare  gift  for  sick  visitation  ;  Mrs.  Tutchin,  who, 
living  at  Happy  Valley,  was  never  absent  from  the  cla.s8 
meeting,  and  whose  descendants  are  still  found  in  the 
Province ;  and  Mrs.  Waters,  who,  after  nearly  three-score 
years  connected  with  the  Church,  still  lives  in  a  green,  old 
age.     We  are  glad  to  present  portraits  of  these  worthies. 


Trials  of  Faith. 

The  congregation  had  its  trials.  Tn  the  early  days  the 
settlement  was  far  from  prosperous.  Government  deben- 
tures were  issued  for  sums  as  low  as  5s.,  private  firms 
issued  theirs  for  3d.  and  6d.,  and  had  penny  tokens  struck 
off.  At  the  same  time,  a  two  per  cent,  tax  was  levied  on 
all  incomes  of  above  £100.  Hence  building  the  early 
churches  involved  financial  strain.  The  earthquakes  of 
1848  were  most  disastrous.  The  church  in  which  they 
had  taken  so  much  pride  was  utt(»rly  destroyed,  and  the 
house  adjoining  so  seriously  damag(*d  that  Mr.  Ironside 
wrote,  "£1000  will  hardly  replace  then)."  Still  more  sad 
was  the  tragic  occurrence  by  which  one  of  the  ot!ice- 
l)earers  lost  his  life.  Sergeant  Ij<jvell,  while  serving  in 
the  military  as  Barrack  Sergeant,  was  also  a  local 
preacher.  During  the  earth(|uake  period,  while  walking 
by  a  wall  near  th(»  beach,  it  suddenly  fell  on  himself  and 
two  children.  The  little  girl  was  killed  on  the  spot,  the 
boy  (lied  the  same  night,  and  he  himself  received  injuries 
which  caus(»d  his  death  two  days  later.  On  the  previous 
Sunday  he  h;id  preached  in  the  Manners  Street  Church 
from  .John  17,  v(»rse  4  :  "1  have  glorified  Thee  on  the 
earth,  1  have  finished  the  work  which  Thou  gavest  me  to 
do.'  His  death  made  a  great  impression,  and  the  ear  th- 
(piakes  continuing  deepened  the  solemn  feeling.  Many  of 
th«»  peoj)le,  f(»aring  further  earthquakes,  sought  to  leave 
the  colony,  but  the  sliip  on  which  they  embarked — the 
Sithnion  was  wnx'krd  at  the  Heads.  Mr.  Ironside, 
(piick  to  improve  the  occasion,  on  the  Sunday  following 
mounted  a  stool  near  the  ruined  church  and  preached 
in  the  oj)en  air.  'J'he  result  was  that  there  was  a  great 
revi\al  of  reli'Mon. 


Manners  Street  Cu\3^c\\  o^  Y\^i&^  \^"»^. 
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An  Era  of  Extension. 

On  Wellington  becoming  the  seat  of  Governmont  the 
whole  asp(»ct  of  things  changed.  It  became  evid(Mit  U)  all 
that  the  Church  must  extend  its  boi-ders.  The  erection  of 
the  Mannei*s  Street  Church  in  ISGS  was  the  first  result 
of  this.  A  revival  under  Mr.  Kirk's  ministry,  when 
throughout  tlie  Ciicuit  for  two  years  there  were  conv(»rsionH 
every  Sunday,  was  a  splendid  j»re»paration  for  the  under- 
taking. On  the  arrival  of  that  sagacious  Minister,  the 
Rev.  T.  JUiddle,  he  thniw  himself  into  plans  for  exten- 
si(m.  A  site  was  puicliase<i  in  Moles  worth  Street,  and 
therecm  tlie  Thoriidon  Cliurcli  was  erect(?d  in  ISTli,  at  a 
cost  of  .£rJOO.  Messrs.  1).  L«'wis,  the  late  Captain  .and 
Mrs.  Tliomas  (most  devoted  supporters),  1{.  M.  Cleland, 
and  Messrs.  Tringham,  (ioddard,  and  Hall  being 
auKmg  its  chief  pristnotcrH.  About  the  same 
time  a  Kjte  was  acnuiied  hi  Adelaide 
Road  anil  a  *^mal]  chiirrh  opened 
there  on  S^pteinlM'r  LsU  iSTli, 
Messrs.  James,  Hohiies,  and 
Hlow  working  hard  for 
A  site  for  a  church  \\*a^ 
also     aec|uired      at 


18S0,  the  new  building  was  opent^l,  special  services  iM-iiii: 
conducted  by  the  Revs.  Kirk,  Redstone,  and  WilliainN 
and  on  the  following  Sunday  by  the  Rev.  R.  Bavin,  «it 
Nelson.  A  new  organ,  costing  £000,  had  also  Uvn 
obtaineil,  and  at  a  recital  of  sacreil  music  the  buihlinL' 
was  densely  crowded.  The  entire  (»x]rK»nditure  was 
upwards  of  .€0000,  in  addition  to  liabilities  on  the  nld 
property  of  £.'iOOO.  £2200  were  vaistMl  In'  subsci  iptiniiN 
but  a  debt  of  over  .£0000  remained.  1'his  was  sulwe- 
<|uently  lessened  by  the  sale  of  part  of  Manners  Strrot 
site,  and  interest  cm  more  than  half  of  the  debt  has  *<im'o 
b(.'en  provided  by  lease  of  the  remainder.  From  iho  tini»' 
of  the  r)p«»ning  until  now  the  church  has  always  Ikmmi 
filUnl,    being     in     the    centre    of    a    resident    pf»pulati  m. 


TaRANAKI    StRKKT    rM('R<  II    A\l»    I'aRsONACF,    WKT.r,IN<iTn\. 

Kaiwarra,  IwMng  held  for  tlu^  time  ln'ing  by  the  Education 
Trustees. 


Modern   Days. 

Mr.  Kirk  was  in  Wellington  for  a  second  term  wIkmi 
th(^  Mann«-rs  Strert  fire  occurred.  Tie  was  snrrDumled 
by  trusty  otiice  bearers.  As  the  INfanners  Street  site  was 
cramped  and  becoming  very  valuable  for  business  pur- 
poses, it  was  determine*!  thus  to  utilise  it  and  to  obtain  a 
new  one.  An  acre  of  land  was  therefore  fiurchastMl  in 
Taranaki  Street  at  a  cost  of  £:?000,  and  th(^  memorial 
stones  of  the  present  building  were  laid  on  NovemlKM-  10th, 
1S71),  by  tlie  late  W.  H.  Levin,  Esq.     On   March  11th, 


Ciinnectf^i  with 
this   church   arc 
man}*      flevntc*! 
workers.         Mr. 
Win,      Moxhain. 
the     flit  her     of    the 
congregation,     came    to 
he    colony     fort3'-fi\e     yoaiN 
smi'i\       As      choirmiLHt^r,     Siin- 
•hy    -    scUtmX      StiperiiTtendt-nt. 
and      class     leafier,     he     srrvc<l 
ihn  local  church  must  ef!€>ctiv<'ly 
tor    many    years,    and     th«mi;ii 
^  vfngat    a  distance  wtks  always 

-«.  -  fn  prpspnt  nt  its  servfc'e^.  Wi^i^ 
in  (Counsel,  he  was  also  ;ui 
elected  m(mdK«r  of  almnNt 
every  Annual  and  all  the  Ceneral  Confcrcncrs  as 
long  as  strength  pernn'tted.  Mr.  II.  Rritlain  is 
the  trusted  treasurer  of  the  Trust.  M(\ssrs.  .1.  Kitdii'tt, 
K.  T.udxs  T.  Ralph,  (i.  Williams,  {}.  Tiller,  W.  Prince 
and  othtMs  arc  e^pially  <«arncst.  ami  of  late  vcars 
they  have  been  joined  by  Messrs.  j'enbow,  Tea^dalc. 
ir/iilaml,  Crump,  Kershaw,  Freeman,  and  C'orkill. 
Messrs.  (i.  I'ennett — for  many  years  a  succ4*sstul 
class  leader,  and  a  man  of  creat  power  in  j)raver  - 
.J.  Nancarrow,  W.  Tustin,  and  IT.  Eliott,  faithful 
Trustees,  have  passed  away,  but  *Mheir  works 
ch»  fnlhjw  them,"  and  their  names  are  h>vini:lv 
remembennl. 
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A  Noble  5unday-school. 

he  first  year  of  Mr.  Aldred's  residence  in  Wellington 

day-school  was  started.     It  was  held  originally  in 

apo  church,  then  in  the  Exchange  Hall,  subsequently 

iners  Street  Church,  and  afterwards  in  schoolrooms 

there.      Mr.     J.     E.     Bradshaw     was     the     first 

ntendent,    and    did    excellent    service.      He    was 

ded  by  Mr.  D.  Kinniburgh,  then  Mr.  W.   Moxham 

,ny  years  occupied  the  position,  and  was  followed  by 

I.   Tiller  and    Kershaw,    while   Mr.    A.   Jolly   has 

ly  been  elected.     The  Wellinpjton  Methodists  have 

I    taken    great    pride    in    the    school,    and    loyally 

'ted  it.     Members  of  the  principal  families  have  been 

iholars  and  then  teachers.     The  local  preachers  have 

',   classes  whenever  possible.     Thus  it    has  steadily 

.      In    1850  Mr.    Aldred 

i  with   great    satisfaction 

there    are    seventy-seven 

ns    on    the    roll,    and    at 

annual  treat  at  Mr.   W. 

son's   they    were    regaled 

ake  and  gooseberries.     ( )n 

jnoval   of   the   church  to 

fcki  Street,  a  schoolroom, 

a  central    hall    70ft.    by 

md  seventeen  class-rooms 

ing,  was  built  in  1882  at 

of  £1200.     The  teachers 

tlves  raised  a  considerable 

1  of  this,  and  gave  a  large 

t    of     voluntary    labour. 

roars  ago   a  large  Infant 

was    erected    near    by, 
accommodation   for  250  T, 
m     and     costing     £4G0.  fh 
3tal   number   of    scholars  h 
)  roll  is  now  787,  under 
arge  of  thirty-six  teachers, 
om   the   beginning    5810 
»n   have    been   instructed 

There  is  an  excellent 
t;ra,  and  the  musical 
J  under  the  direction  of  M  r. 
man  is  one  of  the  features 
llington  Methodism. 


The  Parsonage. 

;    the    first    church,    the 
age    was    constructed    of 

iseful,  though  unpretentious,  raupo  reed,  and 
the  bachelor  ministers  of  early  days  lived.  This 
;upers(Kled  by  the  homely-looking  weather-board 
n  house  shown  in  our  illustration  of  the  church 
;  the  forties.  In  1865  a  new  two-storied  house 
uilt  on  the  same  site  for  the  Rev  T.  Harding, 
le  Superintendent  resided  there  until  ten  years 
when  it  was  taken  down  on  the  site  being  let  for 
ss  purposes.  A  commodious  dwelling  situate  on 
rrace  was  then  purchased,  interest  on  the  cost  being 
ed  by  rent  from  Manners  Street.  In  1882  this  was 
nd  with  the  proceeds  the  present  parsonage  along- 
16  church  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  £1100.  Two 
since  the  former  Infant  School  was  transformed 
caretaker's  hoase  at  a  cost  of  about  £130,  and 
ith  the  Taranaki  Street  property  made  complete. 


Hkv.  W.  C.  Olivfr. 


Wellington  5outh— Newtown. 

To  the  church  built  in  Adelaide  Road  in  1872  a 
schoolroom  was  added  by  way  of  transept  in  1876  at  a 
cost  of  £240,  including  land.  Two  years  later  £120 
moi-e  was  spent  in  lining  this,  and  five  yeai*h  after 
the  building  was  further  improved  at  an  expenditure 
of  £100.  Meantime  the  city  was  rapidly  spreading  south- 
ward, and  in  what  is  now  known  as  Newtown,  houses 
and  shops  were  continually  being  erected.  The  present 
excellent  site  of  an  acre  was  therefore  purchased  in  1887 
at  a  cost  of  £1000,  and  to  this  in  the  following  year  the 
church  was  removed  and,  at  the  same  time,  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  seventy  sittings,  at  a  total  cost  of  £275. 
A  pansonage  was  also  built  at  an  outlay  of  £050.  Five 
years  later  the  old  church   was  removed   to  the  back  of 

the  section  for  school  purposes, 
and  the  present  church  seatecl 
for  450  built,  at  a  cost  of 
something  over  £1100.  Un- 
fortunately a  large  part  of  the 
#^  \  amount  expended  was  borrowed, 

^\f   jj^^  \  fl-nd  for  some  yeai-s  the  congre- 

/A.U&.  \  gation    was    weighted    with    a 

heavy  Trust  debt.  During 
the  Rev.  J.  Ward's  term  about 
£;350  was  raised  for  reduction 
of  this,  and  an  equal  amount 
loane<i  by  the  Building  Fund 
without  interest.  Since  the 
erection  of  the  church,  Newtown 
htis  rapidly  progressed,  and 
with  a  population  of  some 
twelve  thousand  people  in  that 
suburb  there  is  an  ample  field 
for  Church  enterprise. 


Thorndon. 

Wesleyan  services  were  held 
ill  Thorndon  in  the  \ery  early 
(lays.  About  the  year  1846  a 
brick  church,  erected  by  the 
Congrogationalists,  was  pur- 
chased, and  occupied  until  the 
earthquake  of  1855,  when  the 
building  was  destroyed.  For 
some  years  following  Sunday 
afternoon  and  w(»ek-night  ser- 
vices and  class  meetings  were 
held  at  the  residence  of 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hall,  but  for  some  reason  were  suspended. 
No  further  move  was  made  until  the  erection  of  the 
Molesworth  Street  Church  already  leferred  to.  In 
August,  1873,  the  heavy  debt  upon  this  building  was 
decrease<l  by  £300,  the  proceeds  of  a  bazaar.  Five  years 
later  a  Sunday-school  was  built  free  <)i  debt  at  a  cost  of 
£325,  and  seven  years  later  still  the  Infant  School 
added,  costing  £75  moie.  During  the  residence  of  the 
Rev.  C.  H.  I^aws  there  a  successful  effort  was  made 
to  liquidate  one-half  of  the  long-standing  debt.  The 
remainder  (£300)  was  then  obtained  from  the  Loan  Fund, 
and  the  last  instalment  of  this  repaid  at  the  Silver 
Jubilee  of  the  Church  in  1898.  Among  the  membei-s  of 
the  Thorndon  Church  is  Mr.  David  Hall,  son  of  the 
Mr.  Hall  in  whose  house  services  were  conducted  in  the 
early  days.     Impressed   as   a   boy   uivdav  wv  '5>!Wi.\^'®i  ^ 
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Mr.  Butdey  and  a  convert  of  Mr.  Aldred's,  he  has  been 
lor  fifty  yean  a  local  preacher,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a 
centorj  has  done  good  service  as  City  Missionary.  A 
parsonage  waa  purchased  in  Thorndon  twenty  years  since, 

but  this  was  sub- 
sequently disposed 
of,  and  the  minister 
occupies  a  rented 
house. 


An   Old  Outpost. 

Some  of  the  early 
Hettlers  found  their 
way  up  the  Porirua 
Road,  to  what  is 
now  known  an  John- 
sonville.  It  was  then 
dense  forest,  and  the 
settlers  had  to  carry 
their  provisions  from 
Wellington  by  the 
forest  tracks.  Ser- 
vices were  early  ini- 
tiated, Messrs.  Hall 
and  Nott  being  the 
promoters.  In  1846 
a  small  church  was 
built,  which  for 
twenty- five  years  was 
the  home  of  a  devoted  congregation.  Among  the 
worshippers  were  some  ancient  men,  one  of  whom 
(Mr.  Robinson)  remembered  the  Rev.  Joseph  Benson,  the 
great  commentat^ir,  preaching  in  the  early  days  of  the 
century.  In  1872  ihc  present  church  was  built  at  a  cost 
of  X150,  and  lined  and  otherwise  improved  two  or  three 
years  later  at  a  further  outlay  of  £r>0  to  £70. 
Mr.  C.  Austin,  a  faithful  local  preacher,  was  then  resident 
there,  and  took  great  interest  therein.  For  many  years 
there  was  an  excellent  congregation,  and  now  that 
population  is  growing  in  the  neighbourhood  further 
developement  may  be  exj  outrd. 


L 


Mr.  G.  Tiller. 


Bit.  H.  a  SMpgroxm. 


Success  After  the 
Third  Attempt. 

Karori  was  one  of 
the  outlying  settle- 
ments in  the  very 
early  days.  There 
Mr.  H.  Jones  (still 
living  at  Masterton) 
took  up  his  abode, 
and  what  was  called 
a  Union  Church, 
with  clay  walls,  was 
built  On  his  re- 
moval the  cause  lan- 
guished, and  finally 
the  services  were 
given  up.  In  1877 
Mr.  N.  Gooder  re- 
si  ded  there.  He 
formed  a  class,  estab- 
lished a  Sunday- 
achool,  and  a  smciU 
oharch  J  was    built. 


This  also  had  a  brief  existence,  and  the  building 
was  sold.  Of  late  years  it  has  become  quite  an  atti^tive 
suburb,  and  residences  are  multiplying.  In  1895  a;  third 
attempt  was  made,  a  suitable  site  purchased,  atad  a 
church  to  seat  150  persons  erected  at  a  cost  of  ^240. 
Regular  services  are  now  held,  and  a  Sunday-school  <$s  in 
operation.  ^ 


A  New  Centre.  ^ 

Wellington  South  grew  so  rapidly,  that  within  four 
years  of  the  opening  of  Newtown  Church,  it  was  fo^nd 
necessary  to  extend  again,  and  at  Kilbirnie  a  neat  chifrch 
seating  120  persons  was  built,  costing  J&180.  A  small 
debt  thereon  is  being  paid  through  tlie  Loan  Fund.  At 
Wadestown,  where  services  were  held  more  than  fifty 
years  ago,  a  site  has  been  obtained,  and  at  Vogeltown  one 
given  by  Mr.  G.  Bennett  many  years  ago  is  still  held. 
Ser\H[cas  are  also  conducted  at  Kaiwarra,  Mitchelltown, 
Makara,  and  Worser  Bay. 


Division  of  Circuit 

In  1868  the 
preaching  places  in 
the  Wairarapa  were 
separated  from  Wel- 
lington, and  con- 
stituted a  separate 
Circuit.  Four  years 
later  the  churches  in 
the  Hut  t  and  Wainui 
Valley  also  hive<l  off. 
Last  year  Welling- 
Um  South  (New- 
town), with  Kilbirnie 
and  Woi-ser  Bay, 
were  formed  into 
a  new  Circuit. 


Bev.  T.  F.  Jonks. 


Present  Ministers 

The  Rev.  W.  C. 
Oliver,  Superinten- 
dent of  Taranaki 
Street  Circuit,  h'lils 
from  the  far  north 
of  Britain.  He 
came   to  the  colony 

as  a  youth,  and  was  converted  under  the  ministry  of 
the  Rev.  I.  Harding,  while  residing  at  Mr.  Ferens's 
station  near  Oamaru.  Shortly  afterwards  he  became  a 
local  pi*eacher,  and  with  a  view  to  improving  himself 
entered  as  a  private  student  at  Horton  College,  Tasmania. 
Both  there  and  during  the  early  years  of  his  ministry  he 
was  a  close  student,  the  fruit  of  which  now  appeal's.  He 
is  essentially  a  teacher  as  well  as  a  preacher,  and  gives  his 
congregation  closely  packed  thought  in  a  most  compact 
form.  He  is  also  a  diligent  pastor.  In  1879  he  filled 
the  chair  of  the  Conference,  and  has  for  several  years  been 
elected  to  the  office  of  Chairman  of  the  District,  serving  in 
that  capacity  in  Otago  for  eight  years  in  succession.  True 
to  the  instincts  of  his  early  days,  he  is  a  keen  sportsman, 
and  a  high  authority  on  deer-stalking.  In  addition  to 
the  charge  of  the  Circuit  he  now  edits  the  Connexional 
newspaper.  His  collea^<^>  tAv^  ^^n, '^^  "^^  ^^Ts«ii^Sa.  "^ 
native   ol  ^utYv  ^^«^.    ^w^^V5^  v».  ^  ^^x^^^scd^ 
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Rev.  J.  Buller  for  servico  in  New   Zealand,  and   after  a 
term  at   Three    Kings'   Colle^jje   entered    the  ministry   in 
1882.     He  is  careful,  methodic,   diligent,   and    lias    been 
specially  successful   in   tlio  removal  of  debts  on  country 
churches,  and  the  erection  of  new  sanctuaries.     For  five 
years  he  was  stationed  at  Waitara,  and  in  that  time  the 
church  membership  more  than  doubled. 
As  sub- editor  of  the  Athutcate  and  for 
five    y(^ars    scK-retary   s^f    thi.^   Dintrict 
Synod,      he     has     L^-on     trHim^l      for 
orticial  work.     The  llrv.  A*  C,  I^-iwrVt 
the  first  Superintemlent   uf  ilw  Wel- 
lington    South     Cin.'dit,    i^    \\w     tion 
and      grandson      of      New      Zealand 
Missionaries.    •  Born    in 
Auckland     thirty-s(*vf 
years    ago,    lie    ostiMMiis 
it    an    honour    to    Iuut 
been     baptiscnl     by    ( In- 
Missionary      martyr  -  - 
the   Rev.  *J.    WhibHey. 
He    was     (Hluoat<»d     in 
Auckland      Grammar 
School      and,    after     a 
term  spent  at  businoshs, 
studie<l  at  Three  Kifigs 
College.     He  has  sim^' 
laboured  in   the    Auck- 
land, C.interbury,  an  1  Walliu'iton  Dm- 
tricts.      He  is   specially  inti?r<?^tt*  1  in 
Sunday-school    work^  aTuI  f'>r  a  tim  " 
had  chargi;  of   a  sp*etal    dep^vLmerit 
for  that  purpose  in   the  CLjnnexional 
paper.     Buoyant  in  spirit^  eKtior^din^ly 
humorous,    very 
lluent,         and        \ 
genial    in    man- 
ner, he  has  the 
capabilities       of 
an      excellent 
preacher,  at  id  a 
sphere      which 
affords  splendid 
opportunities. 
In      Wellingttm 
there  also  resides 
the  Rev.   H.  R. 
Redstone,      who 
occupies  a  super- 
numerary relation.      Born  in  Devon- 
shire sixty-three  year^  sint^e,  he  amw- 
menced  to  preach  in  IS'pS,  and   fou 
years  latei*  entered   the  ministry  of 
the  United  Methodint  Free  Church. 
In  1870  he  came  to  the  Colony  and 
was  the  founder  of  Free  jMethodism 
in  Napier,  where,  after  five  year^,  he 
left  a  flourishing  congiogjition.    Nine 
years  were  then  spent  in  Wc^llington, 
where    a    handsome    church    and    a 
large  schoolroom  were  erected.     Subsequently 


Statistics  and   Prospects. 

In  the  combined  Wellington  Circuits  there  were  returned 
last  year  six  churches,  with  three  other  preaching  plac*-!^ 
There  was  a  long  list  of  twenty-one  local  preachei-s,  ami 
571  enrolled  Church  members,  with  192  on  tlie  junior  list. 
In    the  eight  Sunday-sch«)ols   thero 
are    107    teachers,    who    have    thf 
charge     uf      i494     scholai-s,     while 
attendants  on  public   worship  num- 
ber   37a0.       *VA    great    door    ami 
effectual"  is   open  to    the  churches 
in  the  city  and  suburbs.     No  place 
in    the     Colony    has     grown     with 
anything    like     the     rapidity    that 
Wellington    and    its    suburb^    have 
d  tiling     the      last     twenty     years. 
Vnnn  nearly  every  Circuit,  member* 
and  adherents!   have  been  attracted 
to      the      Empire 
City,       and      the 
accessions  in    thi« 
form  are  consider- 
able.      When     at 
the  IT n ion  it  was 
resol  ved      to     sell 
the  former  Metlnv 
dist    Free  Church 
in         Courtenar 
Place,    it    was  de- 
*^erniiiu'd    to  form 
a  Central  Mission, 
and     a    pars(  na«»f' 
-site,  gif ltd   by   one  of  the  former  mem- 
bers there,  i.s  still  held  for  the  residence 
of    the    MiK*;ioner     That     project    still 
linger?^,  but  ought  to  be  carried  out  at 
the  earhe^^t  date  possible,  while  in  the 
new     fuitl    popiihius    suburbs    and    llie 
outlying  townj^hips  near  the  city,  other 
cen  t  res    re<iuire 
to     be     startt^l 
and     vigorou^ily 
worked.       No 
part       of      the 
Colony  presents 
a   more  fruit fnl 
field,   and    with 
wisely    planned 
and     vigorously 
worked      ex- 
tensions,    none 
will  show  better 
results. 


ifrxT  Chikcii;  Schoolroom; 

ClIl'RCH;    PkTONK    CnrH('M. 


ho  laboured 

in  Christchurch,  llangioia,  and  then  for  a  second  term  in 

Wellington.     On  the  consunnnation  of  union  he  becam-^  a 

supernumnrary.     Ili^  friendly  /nannor,  f(M*veney  of  spirit, 

nnti  ready  utterancf's  make  him  an   acceptable  supply  \u 

all  tlu^pulpilt,  tuifi  hf>  fn^(nwnt]y  conducts  services. 


HUTT 
C.IRCUIT. 

The  name 
Hutt,  which 
was    that  of   a 


I)rominent  member  of  the  New  Zealand  Company  was 
origmally  applied  not  to  the  township  but  to  the  vmlhy. 
A  very  beautiful  valley  it  was  Covered  with  den'je  bash, 
mtertwnietl  with  luxuriant  creepers,  and  voc^il  !with  the 
^uuct  v^l  \Av>  X^^WVvv^^,  -JN.  ^>^Vxvv\\.4  tW^v  flowinff  throuMi  it'* 
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*r8  were  charmed  with  its  appearance.  To  the 
ship  was  given  the  English  name  of  Aglionby,  which 
ived  for  several  years,  and  is  still  perpetuated  on  the 
board  of  an  hotel.     It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  the 

town  should  have 
lost  this  pleasant 
sounding  appellation. 


Latk  Mk.  C.  IIuxt,  Lowkr  IIi.tt. 


First  Services  and 
Church. 

As  already  related, 
services    were    com- 
menced on  thePetone 
Beach     immediately 
upon   the  arrival   of 
the    first    immigrant 
vessels,     and      were 
continued  there  until 
the  settlers  mip;r«ted 
to     Pipitea.       Some, 
however,   had    taken 
up  land  in  the  valley, 
and    the    services,  if 
intermitted     at    all, 
were    so    for   a    few 
weeks     only,     being 
next  held  near  Alice- 
town.     A  class  meet- 
ing     for       religious 
irship  met  regularly  during   the  following  year.     In 
it  was  resolved  by  the  quarterly  meeting  that  the 
had  come  when  the  classes  at  the  Hutt  (for  by  this 
there  was  one  at   Waiwetu)  should  be  formed  into  a 
let  Society.     Mr.  Poad   was  appointed  Steward,  and 
itent  were  they   upon    discipline   being   maintained, 
it  was  ordered  that  a  leaders'  meeting  should  be  held 
r  fortnight.     Shortly  afterwards  the  first  church  was 
.     It   was    erected    in    what    is    now    the   Wesleyaii 
3fcory,    which    is   not   far   from   the  bridge.     In  that 
ling  Mr.  Hunt  acted  as  precentor,  local  pnaclier,  and 

class  leader,  and  in 
the  absence  of  a 
minister  was  called 
upon  to  visit  the 
sick  and  dying.  In- 
deed, for  some  years 
he  faithfully  fulfilled 
the  office  of  a  pastor. 


Iijir*  Mm.  B,  T.  Bobiksok,  Taetai. 


Acquisition  of 
Present  Church 
Property. 

In  1850  the  Rev. 
J.  A  Id  red,  as  second 
minister,  was  ap- 
point e<l  to  reside  in 
the  Hutt  Valley, 
and  to  take  special 
pastoral  charge  of 
Europeans  and  Na 
fives  there.  Helivecl 
for  some  time  in  a 
rented  house  near  r^Iio 
latoMrFitxherbert's 
residence,    not    far 


from  the  present  Railway  Station.  In  March,  1853,  a  new 
and  lai^ger  site  for  a  church  had  become  necessary,  and 
Mr.  Sykes  kindly  offei-ed  to  provide  the  same.  Eventually 
the  one  now  occupied  was  purchased  from  Captain  Daniell, 
it  being  one  of  two  properties  in  the  Colony  which  were 
originally  settled  on  the  English  lifodel  Deed.  There  a 
new  and  larger  church   was   built.     It  was  exceedingly 

C'ln  in  appearance.     The  pews  were  the  old  straight- 
ked  kind,  and  at  the  farther  end  opposite  the  minister 
was  the  singing  gallery,  approached  by  narrow  break-neck 
stairs.     Its    erection,   however,  was  a  triumph    for    the 
Church  in  those  days,  and  at  its  opening  on  February  21st, 
1854,  a  singular  and  well-deserved  tribute  to  the  resident 
minister  was  given.     When  it  was  announced  that  the 
whole  of  the  cost  had  been  raised,  the  congregation  rose 
en   masse  to  signify  its  appreciation  of  the  energy  with 
which  he  had  carried  out  the  project.     A  small  schoolroom 
(probably  the  original  church)  was  soon  afterwards  placed 
at   the   rear,   and   for   about   fifteen   years   served    as   a 
meeting    place     for 
the    children.      The 
church  itself  became 
a  place  greatly  be- 
loved.       Most      of 
the  original  settlers 
were    in     mid     life 
when  they  came  to 
the    Colony.      They 
took  up  their  little 
farms  and  remained 
there.      Their  fami- 
lies grew  up  around 
them.       Children 
were    baptised    and 
married.      Some    of 
the     fathers     and 
mothers      found      a 
resting  place  in  the 
cemetery,  and  there 
were    holy     associa- 
tions     with      the 
plain  and  unadorned 
sanctuary.     Twenty- 
seven  }earrt  after  the 
foundation     of     the 
Colony  there  was 


Kev.  a.  C.  La  wry. 


An  Array  of  Ancient  Men 

to  bo  seen  there,  such  as  could  hardly  be  paralleled  at  the 
time.  The  writer  remembei-s  well  his  introduction  to 
them.  Grey  heads  were  then  scarce  in  the  Colony,  but 
here  they  predominated.  Messrs.  Hunt,  Bradshaw,'  Cole, 
Barb,  Hollard,  Potts,  Prouse,  senr.,  Hill,  Barber,  ami 
D'Eth  and  others,  all  numbered  from  three*  score  and  ten 
to  four  score  years,  and  by  their  side  were  many  aged 
women.  It  was  quite  an  ordeal  for  a  young  pastor  to 
advise  these  fathers  of  the  Church  in  meetings  for  religious 
fellowship,  and  to  hear  them  relate  the  story  of  early 
days  was  very  animating.  Some  of  them  wen*  "  men  of 
renown "  in  the  congregation.  Mr.  C.  Hunt,  a  native 
of  Sussex,  was  fifty-three  years  of  age  when  h<»  landed  in 
the  Colony,  but  for  thirty  years  was  a  prominent  figure 
there.  Converted  when  he  was  twenty-one,  through  tha 
efforts  of  some  ^\o\ia  Tfi\\>XA»b\fivRXv^ V<^  \«;^gwv^  \»  ^x^5»rXs.  V^v^x 
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The  Late  Mr.  G.  Beaven,  Waxuami. 


Mr.    G.    W.    Cobb,    Uaktihi— J/vim 
Mittsionary, 


BAKTIIII    ClIl'KCll    AM)    TrI*STEE8. 


^'N 


K^ 


Mm,  G.  Elliott,  MAxaAWKKA.—I{o:.)c 


^'fc,   '^^    9AUV1RV1T.LK,     WAINARI\a- 
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rendered  unstint<Kl  service.  Up  to  the  day  of  his  death  he 
wa-s  a  close  student,  and  in  his  hitest  days  was  analysing 
the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  His  children,  and 
grandchildren,  are  still  connected  with  the  Church  in  the 


cost  provided.  In  1S75,  under  the  ministry  of  the 
Key.  J.  I>.  Kichardson,  the  present  church,  intended 
to  seat  '2'M)  persons,  wjw  ei-ected  at  a  cost  of  £740.  There 
remained  a  debt  of  £125,  but  within  a  few  years  this  was 


ClUKMI     AM'     IV\i:>»»N  VCJK,    NkWThWN,     W  K  I.  M  NJ.K  iN    SolTH. 

llult  and  MaiiJiwjitu.  RohfiL  T.  Kohiiisoii  was  another 
eii^httM'iitli  (.Tntiiiy  man.  H<^  united  himself  in  membership 
with  tin*  Climvli  as  a  lad,  and  IxH-ame  a  preaclicr  at 
sixtrcn.  He  came  to  New  Zealand  amon.:^  tin*  first 
arrivals,  and  for  forty-f«)ur  years  filled  the  <)tlice  of  lay 
preaeher.  He  had  a  voiee  of  i^reat  sweetness  and  clearness, 
a  pleasant  mannei ,  and  was  always  a  most  aceeplable 
pulpit  s\ipply.  His  ehildrcMi  and  children's  children  to  the 
fourth  i^eneration  ai'e  tt)  b(*  found  in  the  meinbeiship  of  thir 
Church  ill  th(?  (Jreytown,  Opunake,  P.diiatua  Circuits  and 
elsewhere.  Mr.  (J.  Wilkie  ha<l  (hen  bul  recently  passed 
away.  He  was  another  loral  j)reach('r,  wh«)  liel|.e<|  to  lay 
the  fniiiidations  of  the  Church  wide  and  deep  in  those 
early  days. 

A  Substantial  Parsona^ce. 

Shortly  after  the  erection  of  the  church,  a  piece  of  l.uid 
adjoining  ^^as  obtained  in  older  to  build  a  minister's 
house.  'I'he  style  chosen  was  not  particularly  striking'  in 
the  way  of  architecture.  It  was  probably  selected, 
as  t]u»  Vicar  of  Wakefield  chose  his  wife's 
wcddin*;  «;own  -for  use  rather  than  show  but  it 
was  s<»  substantially  put  together,  and  the  timb(?r 
so  well  seasi)ned,  that  when  two  years  since  it 
lx;anie  necessary  to  raise  the  build in<^',  in  order 
to  avoid  the  po.ssibility  of  flood,  the  studs  and 
plates  were  found  after  half  a  century  tube  almost 
as  sound  jus  at  the  bej^iiming.  It  was  furnished 
ori^^inally  by  Mission  Funds  from  England,  and 
this  scribe  has  a  lively  recollection  of  the 
extraordinary  oval  mirrors,  tlie  wonderful  study 
chair,  the  huge  four-poster  (big  enough  for  an 
ordinary  room),  and  the  chest  of-drawers,  which 
bore  the  inscriptions  '*  Triton,'*  or  "  Jolni  Wesley  " 
thereon.  Probably  after  a  lotig  succession  of 
itinerants  have  occupied  the  ?ame  place  some  of 
these  articles  still  remain. 

The  Tide  of  Proj^ress. 

Although    the   Hutt    up    to    that    time  was 
.somewhat    primitive    community,    it   was    horn(» 
onward    by   Dw   advancing   tide.      In     186S    a 
fwir  fichoolroom    was    ovocted,    and    the    whole 


HlTT    (.'llIKf  M    AM»    Stll.H)LK(M.M,    iSfiS. 


li(|uidated.  .V  few  years  afterwards  the  sch(K)lroom  was 
enlarged.  Meantiuu'  the  old  settlers  were  passing  away 
and  their  sons  took  their  places,  filled  the  oflices,  ami  l>ore 
the  burdens  of  tlu:  church.  Mr.  James  Knight,  who  came 
to  the  Colony  as  a  lad  seven  years  old,  united  with  the 
Church  eight  years  later,  under  the  ministry  of  tiie 
Kev.  S.  lrt)nsi(h».  He  entered  the  Sunday-school  asachihl 
in  1812,  and  has  been  connected  with  it  (jver  since.  After 
being  a  scholar,  he  became  a  te-K.'her,  and  presently  Super- 
inten<lent,  sustaining  this  office  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
He  has  been  a  trustee  f<»r  forty  years,  and  for  half  that 
time  filled  the  office  of  Circuit  Stewar<l,  being  now  the 
seidor  olficial  member  A  son  of  Mr.  Hollard  also 
becam<'  Circuit  Slewanl.  in  1^72  the  Hutt  Church,  with 
Wainui  o mata,  Taitai,  and  Stokes's  Valley,  were  divided 
finin  Wellington  and  <(»nstitute<l  a  separate  Circuit. 


?♦•<?:  "*^'^«^ 
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WAINUI-0-MATA, 

the  second  place  in  the  Circuit,  first  appears  in  the  books 
in  1847,  when  a  quarterly  contribution  of  four  shillings 
was  received  therefrom.  This  shows  that  Methodism  was 
early  planted  there.  It  was  a  plant  of  hai*dy  growth.  It 
ow^  much  to  two  families — that  of  Mr.  Crowther  and  the 
Prouses.  Mr.  J.  Crowther  and  his  excellent  wife  were 
Yorkshire  Methodists  of  a  pronounced  type.  After  living 
some  years  in  Wellington  tliey  removed  to  Wainui  and 
"  the  Church  in  the  house  '*  was  with  them  no  figure  of 
speech.  The  brothers  Prou«e  were  among  the  first 
settlers.  Their  father  had  experienced  the  tyranny  of  the 
Established  Church  in  tlie  Old  Land,  and  been  persecuted 
for  his  Methodism,  with  the  result  that  he  and  his  sons 
hated  the  very  idea  of  all  forms  in  worship,  but  they  were 
devoted  and  earnest  Cliristians.  In  1860  a  site  was 
offered  for  a  Church.  Con- 
sideration of  it  was  post- 
poned by  the  Quarterly 
Meeting,  but  must  have 
been  accepted  later,  and 
about  three  years  afterwards 
a  plain,  unlined  Churcli  was 
built.  About  that  time  a 
wonderful  work  of  grace 
took  place  in  the  Valley. 
The  chief  agent  of  this  was 
Miss  Crowther,  now  Mrs. 
McCulloch,  of  Levin.  Gentle 
in  manner  and  intensely 
spiritual,  she  had  a  wonder- 
ful influence  over  the  large 
families  that  were  then 
growing  up,  and  with  her 
brother,  Mr.  F.  Crowther, 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
them  one  by  one  decide  for 
Christ.  The  Wakehams, 
Collises,  Sinclairs,  and  others 
thus  became  thoroughly  interc  sie*!  in 
Church  work,  and  that  intert!2st  has 
never  slackened. 


Mb.  J.  Knight, 
Hptt. 


TAITAI. 

Three  miles  beyond  the  Hutt  Bridge 
was  a  native  village  of  this  name, 
where  at  an  early  date  Europans 
settled.  Their  representatives  Ami  appeared  in  llio 
Wellington  Quarterly  Meeting  in  December,  1853. 
Shortly  afterwards  a  Church  site  was  leased  to  them  by 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  on  April  18th,  1862, 
a  small  Church  wa^  opened,  which  was  said  to  be  of 
admirable  design.  Tnere  for  many  yeaiis  Father  Robinson 
was  perpetual  curate.  The  large  family  of  the  Hugheys 
always  provided  a  good  nucleus  of  a  congregation,  and 
as  the  daughters  married,  their  husbancU  also  became 
members.  In  the  very  early  days  Stokes's  Valley  also 
appears  in  the  list  of  members,  and  there  and  at  the 
Upper  Hutt  services  were  conducted  at  different  periods. 


the  bosineBS   of   saw-millers.      They    had  alwrny  haeo 

accustomed  to  the  Church  Berviees,  mod  two  of  them  wt  imJ 
local  preachers,  while  others  led  the  choir.      Service!^  werr 
at  once  started  at   the  milL     In  1885,  a  ^ii^L*   w^l^^  *ih\^n 
by  Mr.   Swanson,   and   thereon  a  Chare k    cH>%i]ti|^  £l^i 
was    erected   free  of    debt.     Since    the   itiill    cltieieiJ  ilu 
population  has  declined,  but  services  are  still  hdd* 


PETONB, 

With  its  busy  industries  and  growing  pr^pulali^it^  i'^ 
quite  a  modern  growth.  Mr.  Edwin  JtiLkfMMt, 
Methodist  of  many  years*  standing  at  th*  Fluti  Chtinlf, 
was  an  owner  of  land  there,  and  in  IJ^^'^l  ^nvc  n  Mte 
for  Church  purposes.  In  the  same  year  ti  iitijiding  lu 
seat  130  persons  was  erecte<l  at  a  cost  of  £:^ri4.  r^m* 
third  remained  as  a  debt,  but  wa^  r^nrr-J 
few  years,  and  in  1888  a  transept  was  added  to 
tilt'  Church  nmktng  it  almost  double  the  size.  The 
cujjt  of  that  enlargement  has  also  been  defrayed. 
^tesHrs.  Webloy,W.  J.  Kirk,  Mrs.  Jackson, 
niul  others  have  been  steadfast  workers 
thei-e,  and  for  the  past  few  yeaw 
tbo  Iluv.  W.  Kirk  has  resided  as  a 
Hufiernumerary  in  the  township.  Mr. 
Jack^un,  much  esteemed,  has  passeil  to 
hm  rest. 


WHiTEMAN'S    VALLEY. 

In   tho  vnrJy  eighties  some  of  the  younger   membeta 
of  the  PrvvEe  family  removed  to  this  place  to  carry  ou 


BELMONT 

is  the  site  of  the  latest 
erection,  a  small  Church 
seatiiig  a  hundred  persons 
having  been  built  in  1897. 
There  are  thus  five  Churches 
within  the  Circuit  bounds, 
and  as  many  Sunday-schools. 
There  are  127  persons  en- 
rolled as  Church  memben, 
and  366  Sunday  scholars, 
with  SOO  attendants  on 
public  worship.  Unfortu- 
nately there  are  only  three 
local  preachers,  and  the 
Circuit  suffers  in  this  le- 
s()ect.  With  a  growing 
town  like  Fetoue  a  second 
minister  is  needed,  and 
we  are  pleased  to  know  that  the  office-bearew 
are  recognising  this.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Gray  ii 
the  minister  in  charge.  He  came  to  Otago  as  a 
settler  many  years  ago.  Having  been  a  local  preacher 
in  his  native  county  of  Cornwall,  he  contintied  to 
exercise  his  gifts  first  at  Broad  Bay,  and  afterwards  at 
Waikouaiti.  In  1878,  although  a  married  man,  be 
was  received  into  the  ministry,  and  pricr  to  bis 
present  appointment  spent  six  years  in  Otago,  nine 
in  Canterbury,  and  three  in  Taranaki  Circuits.  Robust 
in  constitution,  with  a  powerful  voice,  and  intensely 
e\aw^vX\<^«\^  \\^  ^Q^^  %\i(i»jLV\^  Qflx  and  gainn  the  reApeci 


This  Late  Mk.  E.  Jai  kson,  Pktonk. 
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TiiK  Latk  Mk.  J.   W.   Bkowx. 


Mk   G.  W.  Shkkson,  Mangawkka 


p..'-'^  -O 


liKV.  S.  J.  SiKI'KLL,   Xk\N    I^I-VMolTII. 


TiiK  Latk  Mrs.  C.  IIerun. 
Au  early  A}ir\hind  Class  Lctidcr. 


^V.N  ,  ^  .  C  K^^^X.V^  V^.K^V.V'N^^^^- 
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(5      METHODISM   IN   THE   WAIRARAPA.     6) 


^UEN  tlie  first  explorers  found  their  way  to  the 
Wainirapa  they  were  charmed  with  the  prospect. 
One  of  them,  exercising  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
ttlhrmed  that  a  time  would  come  when  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  English-speaking  people  would  find  happy  homes 
therein.  There  was  indeecJ  a  noble  outlook.  The  wide, 
rolling  plains,  with  their  i)readth  of  valuable  timber,  and 
the  more  valuable  kinds 
on  the  hills,  the  extensive 
lake,  and  tlie  fertile  soil, 
all  showed  that  it  was 
destined  to  become  the 
home  of  a  prosperous  com- 
munity, ^lethodists  were 
among  the  first  colonisers. 


The  Pioneers 

came  chietly  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Hutt 
and  Wellington.  The 
Hutt  Valley  is  of  extra- 
ordinary fertility.  Its 
proximity  to  Wellington 
renders  the  land  exceetl- 
ingly  valuable.  Hence 
families  were  reared  on 
very  small  plots.  Natur- 
ally, as  the  young  people 
grew  up,  new  liomes  and 
wider  areas  became  neces- 
sary. Wairarapa  was  the 
the  scene  of  the  first 
migration.  To  what  is 
known  as  Grey  town  went 
IVfr.  Hart  Uo'y,  and  his 
stalwart  s(ms,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  Hall,  and  W. 
F  i  s  h  e  r.  They  w  ere 
followed  at  a  later  period 
by  INl  e  s  s  r  s.  W  i  1  k  i  e , 
Hollard,  Saywell,  Dillon, 
and  others.  At  Tauhere- 
nikau  land  was  takcMi  up 
by  Messrs.  Cundy,  Tocker, 
and  Potts,  while  in  blas- 
ter ton   Mr.   n.  Jones  and 

Messrs.  Perry  and  8hute  (from  Taranaki)  found  a  home. 
Travelling  was  dilHcult  and  s«)mewhat  dangerous.  The 
Tauherenikau,  Waiohine,  Waingawa,  and  lluamahunga 
Rivers  had  all  to  be  forded,  and  in  flood  time  this  was 
not  eas\.  The  heavy  bush  in  the  upper  and  central  parts 
of  the  plain  mii/le  road  making  costly,  and  the  distance  of 
the  first  settlers'  homes  one  from  another  gave  a  sense  of 
isolation ;  but  they  were  brave  men,  and  their  wives  and 
children  equally  courageous. 


Splendid  Sites 

for  Cliurches  were  secured  at  a  very  early  period  in  the 
three  principal  townships.  Sir  George  Grey  liad  large 
powers  as  Governor,  and  when  these  townships  were  laid 
out,  required  ample  reserves  to  be  set  apart  for  public 
purposes.       Thus     the    town     lands    of    Mast<*rton    and 

Greytown,  which  now 
constitute  such  valuable 
endowments,  were  ac- 
(juired.  The  Church 
shared  in  the  benefit  of 
this  policy.  At  Master- 
ton  and  Greytown  an 
acre  section  on  the  main 
street  was  in  e^ch  in- 
stance given,  and  at 
Featherston  two  acres 
were  set  apart,  the  only 
cost  to  the  Church  being 
the  registration  of  the 
deeds. 


1     Mr.  E. 


HUTT    AND    BELMONT 

J.  Jrr)i».  2 -Mr.  D. 

4-  Mr.  Moginie.         ; 


The  First  Churches 
Erected 

were  at  Greytown,  Master- 
ton,  and  Carterton.  None 
of  these  were  ornate 
structures.  That  at  Mas- 
terton,  built  about  1862, 
measured  :Mi.  by  20ft., 
and  cost  upwards  of  JS150. 
For  several  years  it  was 
uidined,  and  the  se«its 
were  not  so  luxurious  as 
to  induce  somnolence. 
Carterton  was  even 
smaller.  That  at  Grey- 
town was  the  largest  of 
the  three,  and  l)eing 
somewhat  lofty,  lent  itself 
to  what  seemed  to  bo  the 
ambition  of  those  days — 
the  erection  of  a  singing 
gallery,  which  wjis  placed 
opposite  the  minister. 
The  early  residents  in  that  township  delighted  in  the 
service  of  song^  and  several  of  them  were  skilled 
musicians.  Hence  at  tea  meetings  and  entertainments 
music  played  a  principal  part.  The  writer  has  a  lively 
recollection  of  a  meeting  at  which  some  fourteen  items 
were  each  to  be  followed  by  a  speech.  It  ought  to  be 
said  that  the  music  was  excellent ;  whether  the  speeches 
sustained  that  character  to  the  end  is  somewhat 
doubtful. 


OFFICE-BEARERS. 

JuLM).  3— Mr.  Hollaru 

)—  Mr.  S( hulks. 
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Rev.  James  Thomas. 


The  Pulpit  Supply 

of  those  days  was  all  but  exclusively  provided  by  the  local 
preachera.  Mr.  Udy,  at  Greytown,  Messrs.  Jones  and 
Perry,  at  Masterton,  were  both  ready  and  acceptable,  and 
for  some  years  travelled  extensively,  while  Father  Cundy, 

although  not  a  local 
preacher,  could  be 
depended  upon  for 
an  exhortation. 
Eventually,  an  ar- 
rangement was  come 
to  by  which  one  of 
the  ministers  from 
Wellington  paid  a 
quarterly  visit  to  the 
district,  riding  there 
and  back,  preaching 
at  the  various  settle- 
ments, baptising  the 
children,  and  marry- 
ing those  who  were 
so  disposed.  In  1857 
the  Wellington 
Quarterly  Meeting 
approved  of  an  effort 
to  secure  a  resident 
minister,  and  two 
years  Inter  the  Rev. 
R.  L.  Vickers,  while 
living  in  Wellington,  wus  supposed  to  have  this  as  his 
Kpecid  charge.  He  was  a  man  of  dash  and  energy,  a 
splendid  horseman,  and  stui  ies  are  still  told  by  old  residents 
of  his  somewhat  reckless  riding.  He  was  earnest  and 
energetic  as  a  preacher,  but  living  so  far  from  the  scenes 
of  his  labours  was  a  inistiike.  The  Wairarapa  congrega- 
tions did  not  realise  at  first  the  necessity  of  providing  for 
his  support,  and  the  earliest  quarterly  contribution  reported 
was  only  .'50s.  Three  months  later  it  had  increased  to 
£7  5s.  Gd.  So  Ciunest,  however,  wa,s  the  Wellington 
Circuit  about  the  matter,  that  they  agreed  to  sustain 
Mr.  Yickers  as  the  third  minister  of  the  Circuit.  But 
tneir  ability  was  not  ecjual  to  their  generosity,  and  for 
some  years  more  Wairarapa  was  left  without  a  Pastor. 
Meanwhile  population  was  rapidly  increasing,  and  long 
trains  of  heavily-laden  waggons  carried  supplies  over  the 
Rimutaka  for  them.  In  1867  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Rishworth, 
tlien  in  the  last  year  of  his  probation,  was  appointed  to 
reside  in  Greytown.  He  was  exceedingly  earnest  and 
devoted,  lost  no  opportunity  of  starting  services  and 
initiating  meetings  for  Christian  fellowship,  while  at  tlie 
same  time  he  urged  upon  the  members  the  duty  of  giving 
iiccording  to  their  ability.  Quite  a  revival  took  place,  and 
conversions  were  frequent.  Mr.  Rishworth  won  the 
affections  of  the  people,  and  at  the  end  of  twelve  months 
they  resolved  to  become  an  independent  circuit,  and  to 
provide  for  him  as  a  married  minister. 


Circuit  Orsranisation. 

The  first  Quarterly  Meeting  was  held  at  Greytown  at 
the  end  of  June,  1868,  the  officials  present  being  the 
Rev.  J.  S.  Rishworth,  with  Messrs.  H.  Jones,  1>.  P.  Perry, 
H.  Udy,  senr.  and  junr.,  Hall,  Wilkie,  and  Poole. 
Already  steps  had  been  taken  for  the  erection  of  a 
minister's  residence,  and   in  a   short  time  the   present 


Parsonage,  then  considered  a  triumph  of  architecture,  was 
finished,  and  the  minister  brought  his  bride  thither. 
Genei-ous  gifts  had  been  offered  and  a  good  deal  of 
voluntary  labour,  so  that  it  was  built  without  debt. 
The  Wairarapa  of  that  time  (a  generation  since)  would 
hardly  be  recognised  by  the  younger  residents  of  to-day. 
Carterton  was  a  dense  bush  with  only  a  narrow  coach  road 
cut  through  it.  At  Masterton,  the  stumps  of  trees  still 
stood  in  the  streets.  The  rivers  were  unbridged.  But  all 
the  places  on  the  main  road  were  visited  and  services  held 
thereat.  The  local  preachers  emulated  the  zeal  of  their 
Superintendent 


GREYTOWN, 

centrally  situated,  and  then  the  largest  township, 
naturally  became  the  head  of  the  Circuit,  and  during 
Mr.  Rish worth's  time  the  Church  flourished.  The  next 
appointment  was  an  unfortunate  one,  and  inflicted  an 
injury  upon  the  Church  from  which  it  suffered  for  years. 
Its  vicissitudes  since  have  been  numerous.  In  1880, 
during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  W.  G.  Thomas,  the 
original  Church  was  removed  to  the  rear,  and  the  present 
large  and  convenient  structure  built.  It  was  opened  by 
the  Rev.  W.  Cannell  on  July  4th.  At  the  public 
meeting  in  connection  therewith,  it  was  stated  that  the 
entire  cost  had  been  ^£600,  towards  which  £350  was 
raised,  of  which  £100  were  the  proceeds  of  a  bazaar. 
This  debt  of  £250  was  in  some  way  allowed  to  grow,  and 
six  years  later  it  had  increased  to  £400  on  mortgage, 
while  another  £100  was  also  owing  in  various  sums.  As 
the" rate  of  interest  was  then  Ingh,  £200  had  been  paid 


GkKYTOWK  CuV&CW   K^\^  ^YkQ^\^« 


34S 


THE  HISTOIIY  OF  MKTHODTSM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


thus,  besiJcs  legal  expenses.  The  Hev.  .J.  Ward  pluckily 
tackled  it.  lie  got  his  own  i)eopie  U)  resolve  that  it 
should  be  brought  to  an  end,  and  obtained  permission  to 
canvass  for  special  subscriptions  throughout  the  district. 
In  the  Circuit  £171  was  raised  ;  Wellington  contributed 
£70,  jMasterton  £.'i.'3,  and  the  Hutt  M'M,  thus  showing  the 
value  of  the  Connexional  lie.  The  balance  was  loaned  by 
the  Building  Fund,  and  in  about  eitjht  years  was  repaid. 
For  this  gallant  eflnrt  Mr.  Ward  received  the  sj>ecial  thanks 

of  the  Dis- 
.    _      Irict       Sy- 
nod.  Since 
^      • .  then       the 

C  h  u  r  c  h 
life  has 
not  been 
marked  by 
any  t  liing 
nf  a  special 


built  at  a  cost  of  £^^00,  two- thirds  of  which  were  niistii. 
Tliis  church  was  subse<]uently  enlarged,  and  two  additions 
to  the  site'J»  ive  been  made,  one  being  a  gift  and  the  utlitr 


I* 


(..' AhTKkToN    C  nri{(  M    AM»    fc5<U()OF.R<>oM. 


Fkatukk.stox  Ciiri{(  II. 

kind.  iMewsr^,  il.  Udy,  jurii., 
P**pper,  Dock  cry,  H-^binson, 
Uowse,  Wilkic,  JLawke, 
Junesj  ami  i>ther.s  Itave 
steatlily  worked  on,  aurl  the 
llev.  \V.  Howj^e,  after  resid 
ing  there  as  a*Supcrnun\cj  ary, 
finished  hi^  course  in  tbt-' 
town  H.  fi*w  II  ion  lbs  jHiiiri\ 


CA  RTE  RTON, 

the    second     place     in      the 
Circuit,  at  present  having  ii 


obtained  by  purchase.  A  g<MMl 
schoolroom  has  also  hit'U 
attached  to  the  church,  and  a 
little  more  than  a  year  ago 
chiss  rooms  and  a  church  parhmr 
were  added.  Tlie  whole  con- 
stitute a  convenient,  though  not 
ornamental,  suite  of  clim-ch 
premiJ^es.  A  piece  of  land  has 
also  been  purcliasedT  and  is  held 
for  Parsonage  purposes.  Among 
the  stalwarts  of  the  Churcli 
there      are      Messsra.       Basset  t. 


D.UiHriKLr*  Ciiii<rn 


larger  cungicgatioii  than  (Jreytown  itself,  has  grown  anil 
developed  In  place  of  ihc  jaigiuai  building,  a  new  site 
was  given  by  Mr.  A.  Andrews  in  \i-^^\,  and  in  the 
following  year  a  ciiurrh    1o  seat  a    humlrrd   persons  was 


J/AV.  I  ■/.  ///•/.' A    ( '// /  v; '.  //. 


StPlTiF    Fl  .||,1II^.H^T^J.^   CiU  Hi  H. 

llaJL  J,  Vi\\.  C?itt,  Andit'ws  CalHst*u\  ami  Pepper* 

FEATHERSTON 

has  aliiifi^t  as  ehe"|EU'reil  a  hv^toi  y  tin  (ireytown.  At  first 
ihe  ^ervivrs  were  held  at  Taulu'reuikau  in  tlu^  ^schonlnHmi. 
Si  "me  twenty  threi:  yearh  since,  tlie  Feathers  I  on  township 
lu'came  populiLi:.  There  was  a  demand  for  buililbi^  sites. 
Pnrt  of  the  Chnrcli  [iroperty  was  cut  up  into  sections  and 
leh  A  neat  sanctuary,  seating  110  persons,  was  then 
tM'eeted  ai  a  cost  of  .l;:S70.  (hily  ihe  oild  t7l*  was  raised, 
interest  (in  tin-  debt  liMUg  mel  by  tin*  rent  of  land  h^a-ied. 
This  church  was  d*\'>4troyed  by  fire  on  January  L*~ith,  \^^\. 
V.CNA.^w   \\\vmV\\s   \\\V^Y    v\    v^v^'    wvv>.  v;wj?s    ^^wed    by    the 
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Rev.  J.  Dukes.  It  was  built  in  the  Italian  style,  to  avoid 
giving  a  hold  to  the  gentle  zephyrs  occasionally  felt  there. 
On  the  land  formerly  leased,  there  is  now  a  public  hall  and 
a  cottaj^e,  which  are  the  property  of  tlu»  TrusU»ea,  and  th*? 
small  debt  of  £10  is  l)eing  discharged  by  moans  of  the 
Ix>an  Fund. 


Country  Churches 

liave  been  erected  at  South  Featherston,  Dalefiold,  and 
i>elvt^dere.  South  Featherston  was  originally  known  as 
the  Heifer  Station,  and  a  small  church  was  opened  then* 
as  early  as  March  2nd,  1«7:3.  The  dedicatory  services 
were  conducted  by  the  l^ev.  0.  8.  Harper.  The  evening 
congregation  crowded  the  little  building,  and  without  a 
single  exception,  they  remained  to  the  prayer  me(»ting. 
At  the  tea  meeting  the  following  day,  under  the  presidency 


of  their  own.  A  German  settler  (not  a  church-goer)  gave 
a  site  "  for  de  children's  sake."  Seven  sawmillers  donated 
timber  and  fencing,  and  blocks  weie  given  by  the  settlers 
(to  the  total  value  of  £90)  ;  voluntary  labour  was  offered 
by  others  ;  £48  in  cash  contributed  ;  and  with  the  proceeds 
of  the  opc>ning  services  (£12)  a  building  31ft.  by  17ft. 
was  opene<l  free  of  debt  on  October  3rd,  1S86,  by  the 
Revs.  Oliver  and  Buttle.  Two  years  later  this  was 
seriously  injured  by  a  gale,  and  a  loan  was  granted  by  the 
Building  Viind  for  the  purpose  of  repairs.  At  Belvedere 
in  18H^?  a  church  site  was  given  by  Mr.  Clarke,  and 
shortly  afterwards  a  small  church  erected  thereon  without 
debt. 

The  Outposts 

are  Moroa,  two  miles  distant;  Taratahi,  eleven  miles; 
and  Ponatahi,   twelve  miles   from  (ireytown.      At  Cross's 


Grkytowx  QrARTERLV  Mkktinm;. 

I-roni  Row     Mr.'J.  S.  P<'i>p<r.  Kiv    1.  Thomas.  Mr.  H.  Kobinsoii.       Si 
;  '    J.  Gordon,  and  .\.  Andrrw^.'.Slr.  S.  C.ault.m.  Mrs.  J.  Wilrh.  Mi 

of  Mr.  C.  Pharazyn,  Mr.  Murray  Jackson  (the  Treasurer), 
who  has  resided  there  unint<'rruptedly  (»ver  since,  stated 
that,  after  paying  for  the  shell  of  the  church,  he  had  £15 
in  hand  towards  lining  and  seating.  That  was  allowed  to 
grow,  and  two  years  afterwards  these  improvements  were 
carried  out.  Dalefield  has  a  somewhat  romantic  history. 
Services  had  been  held  in  the  public  school,  where  about 
eighty  persons  were  accustomed  to  worshij).  A  Sunday- 
school  of  fifty  children  had  been  gathered,  and  twenty 
pei"sons  were  united  in  Church  fellowship.  A  School 
Committee  was  elected,  which  was  hostile  to  Methodism, 
and  the  congregation  was  forbidden  the  use  of  t\\e 
hu'ilding.     This  led  them  to  resolve  on  obtaining  a  ehurcH 


cun 
rs.J 


[1  Row— Mrs.  Sti  v(  n'>.  Mi>. 
.IJ.MUS.        I^ark  Row  — Mf 


.  Pakin.  Mc-sis.  H.  (;.iiilt..ii.  J.  St«  vi 
s^^    11.  A.  I<>-t<m  and  A.  ('.  R(iw<c 


n.  T.  Kinj;. 


Creek,  on  the  railway  hno  to  Wclliiiijtun,  thf»n'  is  also  a 
preaching  place  in  tho  mountains,  so  thai  ihrre  are  six 
churches  and  four  other  prcjidiin*,'  places.  Tn  each  of  the 
churches  is  a  Sunday-school,  and  the  total  attendance  of 
scholars  is  301,  under  the  care  of  33  teiichei's.  There 
are  110  Church  memb(Ms,  f«)ur  locil  preachers,  and  two 
class  leaders,  while  the  attendants  number  i>40.  The 
Bev.  J.  Thomas  is  the  ministcT  in  charg(».  An  old 
student  of  Horton  College,  th(»  first  six  years  of  his 
ministry  were  spent  in  the  Friendly  Islands'  Missuxw^ 
seven  muve  WVJVVi  ^\\V.r\\Xv>  \\v^^v.\vywn  •:>\'\'^.s^\v\\^x^v^v^'^x\^"^^s^ 

\jvftl  iv>viTVeew  nv>av.ys.W\\\w^  'AYViwV.vcv  n^yvvs^j^  s£\\^-n\\v*s  ^^^^"^"^^ 
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Feat  hers  to  11, 
Cross's  Civek 
.-If id  iiuve  l>een 
n  n  rl  p  r  t  h  o 
char^jf*  of  a 
Home  MiH^ion- 
.'ir\%   rp.HifJinf^   at 
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(iRKVTwWX   VVolCKKKS.   -pA>;TAM>   rRKSKNT. 

Mr.   H.   IMv,  Mr 
Th.   I.itr  Mr. 

workini,'  in  Ota'^o. 


Mr.   H.   IMv,  Mr.  J.  Uoll.ird,  Mr.  .lu-l  Mr-.  D-.k.  r\, 
Th.   I.itr  Mr.  K.  k„bi  K.in. 


Foathers- 
tniK        Mr. 

Inst  iH.i  u- 
pirti      the 

surceeded 
h  y  o  n  e 
f  •)  r  III  o  rl  V 


Mr.  C.  Dix»):i,  E  nily  Eiton,  Elizib^tli  Jones,  Siraii 
A.  Hunt,  Mary. I.  K.ibbU'>\'hite,  and  Susannah  ChambtTlain. 
with  three  othei-s  on  trial.  TJie  (iate  of  the  class  h.M>k  b 
August  .'iOth,  an(i  it  is  sij^nerl  by  -lames  IjuUer.  Ti 
Messrs.  .I<»nes,  l>.  P.  and  W.  Perry,  C.  Dixon,  .L  P»entl«v. 
Kihblewhite,  Shute,  and  others,  tlie  Church  •greatly  owy- 
the  stand  \vhi«'h  it  took  from  the  l)e«(innin)[^. 

A  Step  in  Advance 

was  taken  in  1«S7J^,  when  a  new  cliureh  was  built. 
Provision  was  made  for  seatin;^  '2'^0  persons,  tlie  (»ntire  i-.k 
being  t()S(),  of  whieh  .i'oOO  were  raised  at  the  time.  A 
year  hiter  a  seeond  minister  (tlic  hite  Kev.  .J.  Dellow)  \v:h 
appointed  to  th(»  circuit  to  reside  in  Mastert<>n,  an<i  tlip 
following  year  tlie  circuit  was  divided,  M}istertr>n  becttiniii;: 
the  head  of  the  new  circuit.  A  lunv  schoolrtjoni,  to  proviii*- 
for  lM)0  <'hil(lr(Mi,  was  built  in  IS.S'J,  at  a  cost  <»f  X25U,  nihl 
at  the  sauK*  time  the  debt  on  the  churcli  was  aliii-M 
cleared.  A  year  after,  an  cxoelletit  sitr  of  t!ire«?  and  a 
quarter  acres  of  land  was  oi)tained.  and  a  parsonage  of  ten 
ro(»ms  built  at  a  cost  of  .£')()(.).  The  debt  on  tlie  hou-ii' 
was  paid  soim*  years  since  through  the  L(»an  Fund,  hut 
there  is  siill  an  amount  owing  on  the  site. 


Later  Developements. 

The  cliurch  was  enlai'ged  in  November,  ISDI.  In 
October  of  last  yeai'  ciMisideiabh*  additions  were  made  rn 
till'  Siinday-si'liool,  excellent  class  r<M)ms  for  P»ible  studv 
being    .-idtlerl,   and    a    go  xj    library    provided,    a*    a    n^^: 


MASTERTON 

CIRCUIT. 

The  early  history 
of  tlie  Master  ton 
Church  shows  onee 
more  great  in- 
debt<»dness  to  the 
piety  and  zeal  of 
lay  workiU's.  Mr. 
H.  .fones,  now  the 
patriarch  of  Wai- 
rarapa  Methodism, 
start^'d  in  .January, 
IS")."),  a  Sunday- 
school  in  his  own 
hous(».  The  teachers 
were  himself  and 
Ids  .vif<»,  assisted 
by  Mr.  15.  P  Perry. 
This  was  afterwards 
mergeil  into  what 
was  known  as  a 
Cnion  school,  and 
after  awhile  again 
resu-ned  o!i  NN'cs- 
leyan  lines.  Within 
a  little  more  thin 
two  years  a  socii'ty 
class  was  formed  in 
Mr.  .1  ones'  iiouse, 
th/'  /;;/*/// )>ers  })e;ng 
J//'. ////./ J//w.7V//;r, 
Mr.antiMis.J(fm's, 
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T.  I'.i^iv.  K.  V. 
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of  £160.    The  church,  as  it  standa  at  present,  seats  350 

CBons,  and  with  the  schoolroom  adjoining  is  a  prominent 
tare  of  the  town.     Mr.  Jones,  after  nearly  fifty  years' 
reftidence,  is  still  a  worshipper  there,  while  Messrs.  Daniell 

(the  active  school 
Superintendent), 
Gordon,  senr.,  P. 
A.  Rive,  Donald, 
and  other  willing 
helpers  carry  on 
the  vanous  de- 
partments  of 
Church  service. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Jones. 


Out -Stations. 

At  Kuripuni,  a 
suburban  district 
of  Mastcrton,  a 
si  to  was  acquired 
and  a  school- 
church,  soft,  by 
20ft.,  built  in 
1888  at  a  coat  of 
£1.30.  Sixty-nine 
scholars  aro 
taught  there  on 
Sunday  after- 
noons. Besides 
these  there  are  three  other  preaching  places.  At 
Wangaeliu,  seven  miles  distant,  and  Taueru  and 
Rangitumau,  each  ten  miles  away,  services  are  conducted 
every  other  Sunday.  At  Rangitumau  a  church  has  been 
erected  by  J.  Stuckey,  Esq.,  which  is  to  be  the  united 
property  of  the  Episcopalians  and  Wesleyans.  At  Taueru 
there  is  a  Sunday-school  of  fifty  children.  At  Glaisionc^ 
an  acre  of  land  is  held  for  Church  purposes,  but  at  presotit 
no  services  are  conducted.     iVFasterton  is  thus 

A  Compact  Circuit, 

having  only  two  churches  and  two  other  preaching  places. 
There  are  no  less  than  eight  local  preachers  and  1 0:5 
Chareh  members.  On  the  books  of  the  three  Sunday-schools 
are  enrolled  30  teachers  and  .338  scholars,  while  850 
persona  attend  the  public  services.  As  the  largest  inland 
town  of  the  Wellington  Province,  with  the  exception  of 


Palmerston,  Masterton  has  a  bright  future  before  it,  and 
the  circuit  ought  to  extend  and  prosper.  It  is  at  present 
under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Rev.  S.  F.  Prior. 
Mr.  Prior  is  a  Yorkshireman,  and  an  old  Richmond  College 
man.  He  arrived 
in  South  Austra- 
lia in  1875,  and 

after    eighteen  

yeai-s'  work  in  that 
Colony  (the  last 
six  of  which  were 
spent  in  the  two 
principal  Circuits 
of  Adelaide),  he 
came  to  New  Zea- 
land. In  Nelson 
he  occupied  for 
three  years  the 
position  of  Dis- 
trict Chairman. 
He  is  possessed  of 
excellent  literary 
taste,  and  is  well 
read  in  theology. 
His  style  is  epi- 
grammatic, his 
sentences  short 
and  forceful,  and 
his  preaching  emi- 
nently calculated 

to  impress  thouglitfal  persons,  and  to  reclaim  those  who, 
through  intellectual  ditticulties,  are  in  danger  of  wandering 
from  the  faith. 


Rev.  8.  F.  Prior. 


M^STXMTOH  PAfiSOXAQM, 


EKETAHUNA  CIRCUIT. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  from  a  few  miles  beyond 
Masterton  to  near  Woodville,  there  stretched  the 
Seventy-mile  Bush.  A  good  road  had  been  formed  right 
through  it,  along  which  the  coach  bowled  merrily,  giving 
exquisite  views  of  forest  trees,  while  luxuriant  ferns  grew 
on  either  side.  A  few  Scandinavians  had  been  settled  on 
the  more  rugged  portions  for  ten  yeai-s  previous,  but  the 
capabilities  of  the 
neighbourhood  were 
hardly  known.  Four 
or  five  years  later 
portions  of  it  wei-e 
thrown  open  for 
settlement  on  easy 
tcrmn,  and  thus 

The  Township  of 

Eketahuna 

wascommenced.  Two 
brothers  —  Messrs. 
W.  and  T.  Bayliss— 
from  the  Midland 
District  of  England, 
and  the  former  of 
whom  had  been  an 
acceptable  local 
preacher  in  the  Staf- 
ford and  Burtou-ou- 
Ti-eixt  C\Ye\3AV?^^  X/w^i 
up  \atv4    \\\ex«i   qlyA 
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being 


settled  on  their  sections  in  June,  1880.  On  the  third 
Sunday  in  that  month  in  the  small  District  School, 
Mr.  W.  Bayliss  preached  from  John  v.,  verso  39,  since 
wliich  time  regular  weekly  services  have  been  held.  Most 
rf  the  residents  were  Scandinavians,  there 
besides  the  Bay- 
lisses  themselves 
only  one  English 
family.  But  a 
Sunday  School 
was  startcfl,  and 
soon  had  an  at- 
t  e  n  d  a  n  c  (»  o  f 
I  wen  ty.  Vou  r 
months  l-it(M',  Mi-. 
.John  Jones,  of 
Mastciton,  who 
h.'ul  been  en<,'ai(t'(i 
as  a  carrier  to  the 
district,  settled  in 
Eketalmna  as  a 
storekeeper,  and 
has  since  been 
one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  Church. 
The  place  ap- 
p  e  a  r  e  d  as  a 
preaching  ap- 
po  i  n  t  m  e  n  t  on 
the  Masterton 
Plan,  and  in  the 
early  years  visits 
were  paid  and  ser- 
vices held  by  th(» 
Revs.Dukes,  L.  M. 
Isitt,  and  l^uttle. 
Owing  to  the  dis- 
tance, such  help 
could  only  be  oc- 
casional, and  the 
brethren  named 
sustained  the  ser- 
vices. 


A    Church 
Home 

became  a  neces- 
sity. A  public 
meeting  to  pro- 
vide for  it  was 
held  on  March 
9th,  1887,  when 
the  Chairman  of 
the  District,  the 
Bev.  W.C.Oliver, 
was  present.  A 
central  and  com- 
manding site  was 
obtained,  and 
there(m  a  Church, 
30ft.  by  2')ft.,  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  £200.  This  was 
set  apart  for  public  worship  by  services  conducted  on  the 
last  Sunday  in  January,  1889,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Rouse,  of 
Masterton.     Since    then   tlie   country     has   been    rapidly 


I4LLARS   OF   THE   CHURCH    IN 

1-  Mr.  W.  F.  Clark.        2— Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Callister. 
n— Mr.  D.  T.  KinK'.        6— Mr.  and  Mrs. 


cleared,  and  settlement  has  progressed.  Six  years  after 
the  building  of  the  Church,  it  became  too  small,  and  the 
congregation  said,  "give  us  room  that  we  may  dwell." 
The  first  proposal  was  to  enlarge.  Happily,  wiser  counsels 
prevailed,  and    it    was  determined   to  obtain  a  new  and 

larger  Church 
altogether.  There 
were  some  delays, 
and  the  timber 
was  on  the 
ground  several 
months  before  the 
building  was  pro- 
c  e  e  d  e  d  with. 
Eventually  the 
members  **  took 
heart  of  grace,' 
and  at  a  cost  of 
JB439  have  one  of 
the  neatest  and 
best  finished 
churches  in  the 
country  portion  of 
the  Wellington 
Province.  It 
seats  200  person.s, 
while  the  one 
formerly  used  is 
attached  thereto 
for  Sunday  Sch<H>l 
p  u  r  p  o  s  e  s  .  A 
memorial  stone  in 
connection  with 
the  erect io!i  wa.s 
laid  by  the  Rev. 
W.  G.  Pai*sonson, 
Pr'^sidetit  of  the 
Cotiference,  and 
on  October  23id, 
18I)S,  the  finished 
building  wns  dedi- 
cated to  the  pub- 
lic worship  of  God 
by  the  Rev.  W. 
liaumber.  The 
former  standard- 
bearers  still  re- 
mai:i  to  rejoice  in 
its  success.  Mr. 
W.  Bayliss, 
though  now  well 
on  in  the  sixties, 
still  conducts  ser- 
vices, and  Mr.  T. 
J>ayliss  has  been 
Circuit  Steward 
for  several  yeaiu. 
Mr.  J.  Jones  is 
his  colleague,  and 
he  and  hie  family 
help  very  ef- 
fectively, his 
daughter  being  the  Church  organist,  in  which  capacity 
her  erticiency,  regularity,  and  punctuality  are  beyond 
all  praise.  Mr.  Jacob  Edge,  an  old  veteran,  and 
formerly     a     member    of    the     Webb    Street     Primitive 


I 


CARTERTON  AND  BELVEDERE. 

8— Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Clark.        4- Mr.  G.  Goul 
J.  Bassett.        7— Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Catt 
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Met li(.H list  Church  in  Wellin«;ton,  went  tliere  in  18^0, 
and  has  sinoe  worked  with  the  same  energy  in  liis 
n(»w  siirroundinjjs.  Tliey  are  assisted  by  Messrs.  Hoyhoe, 
Cox,  and  otlior  later  arrivals.     Seven  years  since,  taking 


Mm  kh  kvii.lk  CiirRcif. 

tiinr  hy  the  fnivlock,  an  mlininibU^  parsonage  site  of  nearly 
three  acres  was  scoured.  In  all  thes(»  finatici.'il  enterprises 
e<msid(Mahle  help  has  been  afforded  by  the  Connexional 
l>uildin«^  Fund,  but  the  two  former  loans  have  lM*en  paid 
off,  leavinjL(  only  a  debt  upon  the  new  church. 


MAURICEVILLE 

wiis  originally  a  Scandinaviati  st-ttlement.  In  lS7t)  the 
Hev.  K.  Xeilsen  thought  it  the  b 'st  place  for  his  residence, 
and  a  church  and  parsonage  site  of  five  acres  was  secur(»d. 
Hy  subsrri[»tions  from  English  as  well  as  Scandinavian 
friends,  there  was  erecttnl  in  the  following  year  a  cottagt* 
of  five  rooms  .at  a  cost  of  £2U0.  Twelve  months  afterwards 
a  church  was  built.  Its  dimensi'.Mis  were  not  extensive, 
oidy  .soft,  by  isft.,  but  <»verything  was  in  perfect  order. 
It  was  built  on  the  Scandinavian  plan,  and,  altiiough  so 
tiny,  it  iia<l  its  pulpit,  connnunion-rail,  and,  abovc^  all,  its 
gallery.  Help  wjvs  afibrded  from  the  Home  Mission  Futid, 
and  in  \Sh:\  the  debt  was  li«|uidat<Ml.  At  the  opctiing  of 
the  church,  whih*  most  of  the  a<l(hesses  wen»  in 
Scandinavian,    Messrs.      I)ukes     and      Hayliss     sp(»ke     in 

Knglish.  After  some 
yeai*s  the  Scandin- 
avian element  de- 
clin(?<l  through  the 
absorption  of  the 
small  sections  into 
larger  farms.  The 
young  people  also 
preferre<l  to  speak 
Knglish,  and  Knglisii 
as  well  as  Norwegian 
services  have  since 
been  held.  Happily, 
about  this  p(M'iod 
Mr.  W.  Chisholm,  a 
foimer  member  in 
the  Hokitika  Cir- 
cuit, went  to  reside 
there.  Kver  since, 
as  local  preiicher  and 
Steward,  he  has 
rendered  invaluable 
Miss  Jo.NEK,  Eketaiiuxa.  service. 


Gradual  Developement  and  Extension. 

In  1891  Eketahuna  and  Mauriceville  wei*o  constituted  a 
Home  Mission  Station.  Mr.  T.  J.  Smith  was  appointed  as 
Agent  and  laboured  diligently  for  three  years,  when  it  was 
mad(^  a  Circuit,  and 
a  young  minister 
stationed.  Shortly 
after  the  erection  of 
the  first  church  in 
Eketahuna,  services 
were  opened  at  New- 
man townsliip.  In 
Mr.  Smith's  time 
Mangaone,  now 
known  as  Rongomai, 
Pleckvilhs  and  Hast- 
well  were  placed 
upon  "  the  plan.*' 
His  successors 
further  enlarged  the 
boundaries,  and  now, 
in  addition  to  the 
two  churches,  there 
a  r  (^  s  even  o  t  h  e  r 
preaching  places,  the 
oth<M-s  being  Manga- 
mahoe,  Hukanui, 
Nirealia,  and  I'arkvill 
have  also 
therein. 


Mks.  C«»m.ikk,  Wainti. 


e.      At  five  of  tliese,  Sunday  Schools 
been    started,  and    goo<l    work    is   being  done 


Further  Opportunities 

still  present  themselves  to  the  willing  toilers.  Within  a 
few  years  more  churches  must  be  built.  As  settlement 
extends  they  must  also  go  further  afield.  For  some  years 
the  financial  strength   of  the  members  was  not  gieat,  but 


Ekktxvw^.v  C\\v«.v:\\. 
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now  the  initial  difficulties  are  over  they  are  in  better 
circunistAncos,  and  will  doubtless  respond  to  the  calls  of 
Provid(?nce.  Meantime,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
throufjh    the    wUling    help    of   four    local    preachers   and 


Minister  in  charge.  A  Northumbrian  by  birth,  he 
came  to  the  colony  several  years  since,  and  for  soniv 
time  residtKi  at  Taylorville.  Anxious  for  self-improve- 
ment,   be    for   a    time    attended    classes    at    the    Otii;'.i 


IMONKKK    MKTIIODISTS  OF  THK    GUKVTOWX  I'lUCrir. 
T(»i'  l!u\v— Mr.  T.  Hall,  Mr    K.  l»ix...n.  Mrs.   Hall.     Minni.K  Kdw— Mr.  Ch.n.  iiollunl.  f..nr..   Mrs  Oias.  Hollanl. -.  iir..  tlu-  lal-   Mr.  jind   Mr-    li. 


'*ly.  >•  nr.. 


Mr  J    Wilki.-.  Mr**.  J.  Wilki,- 


HiiTTiiM  U..\v  -The  Kite  ^Ir.  Cumly.  Mr.  uixl  Mrs.  S.tli  M.  Hurt.  Mr.  I'ishrr.  th.-  liil.   Mrs  Cnn.ly. 


tiv(^    nux'iVmrh^^,    tln'     foundations      have     been     laid    Si> 

broniUVf     and    thnt     'tS    Ciiurch     members,    '20    Sv.\udi\.\ 

Schixtl    tonclwrs,     170    scholars,     and      l-O     wovs\u\)pevs 

attest     their    .success.      T/ie     J{(;v.      W.      Dawson     \s    tW\ 


rriiv(M-sity,  and  was  rec(Mved  as  a  !iiinist<»rial  candiilatt 
\\\  \><M\.  Ue  is  a  dilitcmt  studi^nt,  a  thoughtful  am; 
lvjYvv>w\.   \^v^Jvv^^\v-x,  v\\\CV  \\^s^  v^x<ivv.v  wMW3^tt\uoe  anion  i;  hi; 

\Vt\v\s\\\vA\VJYS, 
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PAfllATUA  CIRCUIT. 

Pahiatiia  is  the  chief  town  in  a  (listii<"t  wliich  has  boon 
iiorp  recently  settled  even  tlian  Eketahuna.  Tn  lSS:i, 
here   were  only  twu  or  thitv  houses  in  the  midst  of  tlie 


the  town  was  formed  into  a  borough,  and  lias  now  a 
population  of  over  1200.  (iood  roads  connect  it  witli 
nei«,dd»(>urin«^  settlemetits,  and  it  is  the  he;id  of  a  county 
wliich  lias  ov(?r  .'1000  r(»sidents  therein. 

The  United  Free 
Methodist      Church 

has  the  lionour  of  coni- 
mencin*^  services  th(jre. 
In  th(*  (^arly  da3's  jVFr. 
Worboys  visited  it  from 
Ormondville.  After 
\V{M»d  villi*  becaiiK*  a  Cir- 
cuit, its  ministers  paid 
s  e  d  u  1  o  u  s  attention 
th(M-eto.  A  stnall  t-hurch 
was  (Mected  about  l^f>C^. 
\\\  iSiJ'J,  a  more  central 
site  of  a  quarter  of  an 
acre  was  u[iv<»n  by  Mr. 
Ihirrows,  and  the  church 
removed.  The  (lit  ire 
cost  was  .£'jr)0,  of  which 
three-fifths  for  a  time  ro- 
maintMl  as  deVit.  Wesley- 
ans  and  Kree  Mi*tho<lists 
happily  met  in  f(»llow- 
ship,  worked  together, 
and  in  ISDJ  it  l>ecame 
the  head  of  a  Fn^e  Metho- 
dist Circuit. 


FEATIIKUSTON  AND  SOUTH    FIOATH  KHSTOX 

Mr.  John  Joii...        2.  -Mr.  J.  <  ir.  aih.iK  li.         >.     Mr.  M.  [jk  ks.ni.        4.     Mr 

(k     Mr.  W.  J   .-iMckiiLin. 


>rest.  Occasionally  the  .s»)und  of  an  axe  indicated  that 
thor  settlers  were  at  work,  thouj^di  uns<?en.  Already 
*venil  sections  liad  b<'en  purchased.  The  excellent  land, 
miparatively  easy  of  a/vv**.**,  scnm  nttnictOfl  settlci's.  The 
}wnship  ht'cuma  a  coach  centre.  A  newspupw  was  started 


BALLANCE 

was  so  named  in  honour 
of  a  former  Premier  of 
the  Col(»ny,  an<l  is  some 
(M^^ht  miles  distant.  For- 
merly there  were  severtal 
sawmills  at  work,  but 
the  1)  u  s  h  h  as  been 
cleared,  and  dairying;  is 
riow  the  chief  inrhistry. 
Wesleyans  from  Wai- 
rarapa,  Cant(Mbury,  and 
iitlier  places  wen^  amoni.^ 
till*  early  c<»mers.  Free 
Methodist  services  were 
opened  up  by  Woodville 
and  Pahiatua.  A  ^^ood 
site  of  three  rootls  was 
obtained,  an<l  an  attrac- 
tiv(»  Church  built,  to- 
wanls  which  a  loan  of 
€10  wav  ^nanted  by  the 
l>nildit)L,r  Fund  on  uin'on 
takiiii,'  place.  A  Nestry 
is  now  beinif  a<lded  for 
week-nii^ht  serN  ices  and 
t't'llowship  meetin<.(s. 
There  is  also  a  llourishing 
Sunrlay  School. 

Outposts. 

a  snvaW    c\xvxvc\x  \w  \>^v.xx  WxW,  v^xxv\  ^-^  ^^^^  ^'^^^^^^^^  '"^ 


OFFICK-HKAHKKS. 

A.  Aml«rM.ii.        v-Mi.  ami  Mr>^.  W.  liurt. 
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also  at  Nikau,  Makomako,  and  Konini,  services  are 
conducted.  With  the  new  lands  which  are  constantly 
being  occupied,  further  extensions  are  necessary,  and  other 
church-building  enterprises  must  be  initiated. 

The  Rev.  Hugh  Beggs,  the  Circuit  Minister,  is  a  native 
of  Otago,  and  was  converted  at  the  Dunedin  Central 
Mission.  By  the  Bible  Christian  Church  he  was  sent  to 
Way  College  in  South  Australia  for  two  years,  greatly  to 
his  advantage.  He  is  physically  strong,  has  a  good 
presence,    a    good    voice,    and    is    intensely    in    earnest. 


Mrs.  Beggs  is  also  a  local  preacher  of  the  Church.  With 
an  ex-Bible  Christian  Minister  as  Pastor,  a  Church 
founded  by  Free  Methodists,  and  many  Wealeyans  there 
from  the  beginning,  this  is  one  of  the  Circuits  where 
union  was  greatly  needed,  and  is  proving  a  decided 
advantage.  Four  local  preachers  assist  the  minister  ia 
pulpit  supply.  There  are  65  Church  members,  and 
450  attendants  on  public  worship.  In  the  four  Sunday- 
schools,  fourteen  teachers  have  the  charge  of  \^1 
scholars. 


<S\ 


EkKTAHL'NA  QrARTKRLY  MeKTING. 

Front  Row-  Messrs.  J.  IMrc.  T.  Ba\Iiss,  Rev.  N.  Dawson,'  Mr.  W.  B.iyliss. 

Hack  Row— Messrs.  J.  H.  Ivdwaids,  J.  Jacobson,  J.  Larson,  J.  V.  Hcyhoc,  Cox,  Tarrant. 
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c$>       HAWKES  BAY  METHODISM.       0 


NAPIER    CIRCUIT. 

3wn  of  Napier,  the  capital  of  the  Hawke's  Bay 
,  is  pleasantly  situated  on  Scindo  Island.  The 
f  the  Church  there  in  its  earliest  days  was  very 
d  and  somewhat  unhappy.     Instead  of  proceeding 

"  from  conquering 
to  conquer,"  there 
were  obvious  draw- 
backs and  long 
pauses.  The  pioneer 
Methodist  in  the 
Province  was  the 
late  Mr.  John  Hard- 
ing. About  fifty 
years  ago  he  was 
the  first  to  drive 
a  ilock  of  sheep 
through  the  Seven  t}'- 
mile  Bush,  and  settle 
on  the  then  almost 
unknown  pastu  re 
lands.  There  he 
prospered  in  busi- 
ness, and  at  Mount 
Vernon,  near  VVai- 
pukurau,  built  a 
liandsome  residence. 
Having  been  a  local 
preacher  in  the  early 
days  in  Wellington, 
he  was  anxious  to 
Church  established  in  Hawke's  Bay  also,  and  to 
er  God,  its  beginning  was  due.  In  1857  he  and 
Mr.  France  purchased  with  mission  money  an  acre 
fronting  Clive  Square  in  the  then  comparatively 
m  of  Napier.  It  cost  £25.  Twenty  years  after 
as  estimated  to  be  worth  £2000,  so  that  it  was  a 
investment.  There  had  settled  in  the  town  a  few 
)fethodists  from  the  Channel  Islands,  and  with 
.  Harding  kept  himself  in  touch  on  his  visits  to 
^ore  than  once  they  solicited  the  appointment  of 
r. 


Mb.  John  Harding. 


An  Unfortunate  Start. 

»9  the  Rev.  J.^Buller's  proposal  at  the  Wellington 
IT   Meeting,    to  secure   the   services  of  a  young 

for  what  was  then  called  Port  Ahuriri,  was 
approved.     Two  years  later,  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Shaw, 

been  a  missionary  in  the  Fi-iendly  Islands,  was 
jl.  The  friends  rallied  round  him,  and  the  Church 
(udly  established.  A  list  of  Church  members 
ig  over  twenty,  besides  several  adherents,  now 
re  the  writer.    The  services  were  well  attended, 

a  project  for  building  a  church  took  shape.    A 


section  of  land  opposite  the  present  Roman  Catholic 
property  was  purchased  for  £75,  and  a  contract  let  to  a 
firm  of  builders  for  the  erection,  at  a  further  outlay  of 
£250.  Unhappily,  the  Church  became  divided  on  the 
subject  of  a  site.  Some  wished  it  where  the  land  had 
been  purchased,  while  others  thought  it  should  be  in  Clive 
Square.  The  sum  of  £150  was  collected,  but  there  was  a 
difficulty  about  borrowing  the  remainder,  as  the  rate  of 
interest  was  high,  and  Church  property  not  considered  a 
saleable  security.  At  the  end  of  the  year  Mr.  Shaw,  too, 
was  suddenly  removed.  Eventually  the  church,  only  half 
finished,  was  sold  for  £45.  It  was  purchased  by 
Dr.  Grace,  who  presented  it  to  his  own  community,  and  it 
now  forms  part  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Convent  at  Meanee. 
For  thirteen  years  after  no  Wesleyan  Minister  was 
appointed.     Meantime 

The  Free  Methodist  Church 

had  commenced  operations.  Tlie  Rev.  H.  B.  Redstone, 
fresh  from  England,  and  full  of  vigour,  soon  gathei-ed  a 
good  congregation,  and  built  a  church  in  Emerson  Street. 
With  them  also  there  was  trouble  over  a  site.  Under  the 
pastorate  of  a  later  minister,  this  church  was  removed  to 
the  hill.  After  a  time  it  was  found  that  a  mistake  had 
been  marie,  and  it  was  taken  back  to  Clive  Square  and 
used  as  a  schoolroom,  while  on  the  front  a  large  and 
comforUble  church  wiis  erected.  During  those  twenty 
years  the  ccmgregation  fluctuated.  At  times  there  was 
considerable  prosperity,  and  then  there  were  drawbacks. 
The  heavy  debt  incurred  in  the  erection  of  the  new  church 
also  damped  the  ardour  of  the  congregation  and  retai-dod 
its  growth. 


A  Second  Com- 
mencement 

of  the  Wesleyan 
Church  was  made  in 
1874.  In  October, 
1873,  Mr.  Harding 
invited  this  writer, 
who  was  then 
resident  at  Welling- 
ton, to  visit  the 
town  with  a  view 
to  organising  a  Wes- 
leyan Circuit,  and 
paid  his  expenses. 
He  preach^  at 
Napier,  Waipawa, 
and  Waipukurau.  It 
was  found  that  a 
considerable  number 
of  Wesleyans  in 
Napier  had  not 
settled  do^iTDL  Vn  \Xi<^ 


^^.  ^  .  ^.  \H  Y.'VA.VVLW^  > 
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Free  Methodist  Church.  After  couferriiig  with  them,  a 
request  was  sent  for  the  appointment  of  a  minister,  and  in 
April,  1874,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Smalley  took  up  his  residence 
there.  The  first  class  meeting  was  held  in  a  small  house 
occupied  by  the  minister,  those  present,  besides  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smalley,  being  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Walker,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Laws,  Mr.  R.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  Mrs.  Martin, 
Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  J.  Davies,  and  Miss  \Vrigley.  At  the 
Quarterly  Meeting,  held  three  months  after,  there 
were  reported  to  be  twenty-five  Church  members,  with  six 
on  trial,  and  five  other  cotnmunicants.  Messrs.  Grubb 
and  Le  Quesne  were  appointed  Circuit  Stewards,  and  other 
ottice-bearers  present  were  Messrs.  Cooper,  Davies,  Laws, 
Lascelles,  Mitcliell,  Sims,  and  Walker.  Mr.  Smalley  was 
unusually  energetic  and  exce^edingly  popular.  In  addition 
to  the  ordinary  services,  he  established  one  for  Scandi- 
navians, and  on  Sunday  afternoons  preached    to   them  in 


could  be  called  a  heavy  gale  came,  and  on  June  6th  the 
building  was  almost  levelled  to  the  ground.  This 
necessitated  a  reduction  in  size  and  alteration  of  the  plan. 
Eventually  the  church  was  completed  at  a  total  cost  of 
£1848,  accommodation  being  provided  for  four  hundred 
persons.  It  was  opened  for  Divine  woi*ship  by  the  pastor 
on  Sunday,  January  23rd,  1876.  While  Mr.  Smalley 
continued  in  the  Circuit  steady  progress  was  made. 
Unfortunately,  two  of  his  successors  only  remained  twelve 
months  each.  The  Rev.  J.  Berry  w^is  very  popular,  and 
galleries  were  placed  in  the  church  to  meet  the  nee<ls  of 
the  increasing  congregation,  at  a  cost  of  £160,  but  on 
account  of  nervous  depression  he  had  to  seek  rest  and 
change  at  the  end  of  a  year.  This,  and  a  subsequent 
experience  of  the  same  kind,  militated  against  success. 
During  ]Mr.  Berry's  time  a  lease  of  the  admirable  parsonage 
site  was    secured,  and    a   good    eight-roomed    house  built 


Xapier  Quarterly  Meeting. 

Back  Row— Messrs.  S.  Ritchie.  J.  Cobb,  T.  Laws,  P.  Ashcroft,  H.  Dixon.  A.  Willi.iins. 

Messrs.  Evans  and  Mavson. 


Front  Row— Messrs  Ellis  and  VValktr.  Rev.  Parsonson, 


their  own  mother  tongue.  Soon  it  was  determined  to 
build  a  church,  and  as  the  Clive  Square  site  hjwl  become 
exceedingly  valuable,  it  was  atiticipated  that  by  letting  a 
portion  of  this  sutlicietit  rent  would  be  receiv2d  to  pay  the 
interest  on  a  large  proportion  of  the  cost.  At  the  end  of 
May,  therefore,  a  plan  was  prepared  of  a  churcli  to  cost 
£14G0.  For  some  unexplained  reason  the  work  was  not 
undertaken  for  months  afterwards.  In  1875  a  commence- 
ment was  made.  The  building  was  erected,  roofed  in,  and 
a  substantial  payment  made  on  account.  But  further 
misfortune  pursued  the  congregation.  The  contractors 
decamped,  and  the  architect  had  to  take  posst»ssion  of  the 
building  in  the  name  of  the  Trustees.     Before  fresh  tenders 


thereon  at  a  cost  of  £725.  Only  about  on(»-sixth  of  this 
was  raised  at  the  time,  the  remainder,  with  the  freehold, 
being  paid  for  by  cjisli  received  from  sale  of  part  of  the 
churcli  site.  At  the  rear  of  the  church  a  Sunday-.school  to 
accommodate  two  hundred  children  had  been  erected  in 
1881.  It  has  since  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  three 
comfortable  class  rooms. 


Result  of  Union. 

For  some  years  the  United  Free  Methodist  Church  had 
not  flourished.  The  minister  worked  diligently,  but  the 
heavy  debt  prevented  progress.     For  three  or  four  years 
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nister  was  appointed,  and  the  congregation  depended 
casual  supplies.  Moreover,  it  was  felt  that  two 
hes  so  closely  allied,  indeed,  entirely  one  in  doctrine, 
ot  required  in  a  town  the  size  of  Napier.  Eventually 
lion  of  the  two  churches  took  place,  and  the  congre- 
18  in  the  most  friendly  manner  coalesced.  One 
sh  was  all  that  was  required.  For  a  time  the  former 
d  Methodist  Free  Church  was  rented  by  the 
tion  Army,  hut  has  since  been  sold  to  the  Congre- 
lalists.  The  combined  congregations  now  worship 
nity  Church. 

le  Sunday  School 

Iways  been  flourishing.        

S.  Wellsman,  an  Auck- 
rained  Methodist,    who       I 
ed  to  Napier  over  thirty       ' 

since,  at  once  threw 
If  into  this  department 
urch  service.  He;  was 
ably  fitted  for  it,  as  he 
le  faculty  of  gathering 
people  aroun<]  him. 
as  Superintendent  for 
twenty-five  3'ears,  and, 
d  by  an  enthusiastic 
i>f  teachers,  the  school 
*adily  grown. 


wellent  Workers 

never  l)een  lacking. 
LeQuesne,  a  Jersey 
dist  at  the  Port,  was 
rtt  Circuit  Steward, 
mr  years  later  died  in 
eace  of  the  (lospel. 
!.  M.  AVhite,  a  young 
W,  also  filled   the  same 

but  was  cut  off  in 
nanhood.  Mr.  T.  Laws, 
as  a  passenger  in  the 
ve8.sel  that  took  Mr. 
T  on  his  visit  to  Napier 
f3,  has  been  a  local 
er  there  ever  since, 
till  continues  in  the 
Ml.  Mr.  J.  W.  Neal, 
the  time  of  his  death, 
iberal  supporter.  Mr. 
Ion,  a  member  of  the 
Valter  Lawry's  class  in 
ind     half     a     century 

has  lived  in  Napier  for  a  generation,  gaining 
<al  respect.  IVFrs.  Martin  during  all  these  years 
ten  "a  mother  in  Israel,"  and  the  juembers  of  her 

also  valuable  Helpers,  a  son-in-law,  Mr.  Prime, 
he  organist.  Three  young  men — Messrs.  Russell, 
r,  and  C.  IL  Laws — have  been  recommended  from 
•cuit  to  the  ministry. 

Three  Country  Churches 

40  associated  with  the  town  congregation.  At 
oeadows,  three  and  a-half  miles  distant,  a  quarter- 
X)  was  given  b}'  Mr.  Tiffin  in  1H88.     The  same  year 


a  church  seating  seventy  persons  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
£180.  A  debt  of  JB40  was  extinguished  by  means  of  the 
Loan  Fund.  There  is  an  excellent  Sunday  School,  a 
vigorous  Band  of  Hope,  and  a  full  congregation.  At  the 
week-night  services  thirty  persons  usually  attend,  and  a 
plan  for  enlargement  is  now  being  considered.  At  the 
Western  Spit,  the  use  of  a  site  at  a  peppercorn  rent  has 
been  granted  by  the  Harbour  Board.  A  small  Mission 
Hall  to  seat  eighty  persons  was  built  there  in  1890,  and  is 
filled  with  attentive  hearorp,  who  are  ministered  to  by  the 
local  preachers  and  a  Mission  Band.     East  Clive  Church, 

built  in  1891,  belongs  legally 
to  the  Hastings  Circuit,  but 

is  worked  from   Napier.     It 

cost  £140.  Mr.  E.  Bissell 
has  been  greatly  interested  in 
the  work  there,  as  was  also 
the  late  Mr.  Tennet  up  to 
the  time  of  his  lamented 
death.  At  Meanee,  a  section 
of  land  bears  a  small  rent 
charge,  which,  by  deed,  is 
appropriated  towards  the 
support  of  the  Napier 
minister. 


Rev.  W.  0.  Parsoxson. 


The  Present  Pastor 

is  the  Rev.  W.  G.  Parsonson. 
He  is  the  son  of  a  minister  of 
the  British  Conference,  and 
was  born  in  the  Shetland 
Isles,  where  his  father  was 
then  stationed.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Connexional 
Schools,  then  trained  for 
commercial  life,  and  travelling 
both  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  on  the  Continent,  has 
a  good  address,  and  is  an 
exceedingly  pleasant  com- 
panion. Well  read  in  Eng- 
lish literature,  his  sermons 
are  models  of  terse  composi- 
tion, enriched  with  choice 
thought,  and  delivered  with 
quiet  fervour.  He  is  fully 
acquainted  with  the  Church 
polity,  attends  to  every  part 
of  a  Circuit  Minister's  work, 
and  wiis  President  of  the 
Conference  in  1897.  His 
residence  in  Napier  has  been 
a  great  advantage,  and  he  is  much  esteemed.  Tn  the 
places  under  his  charge,  there  are  108  members  and 
575  hearers.  Four  local  preachers  assist,  and  in  the 
three  Sunday  Schools  under  the  charge  of  25  teachers, 
there  are  280  children. 


HASTINGS  CIRCUIT 

is  an  out-growth  of  work  from  Napier.  Services  were 
first  held  there  about  twenty-two  years  since,  and  the 
Rev.  W.  C.  Oliver  purchased  a  site  for  Church  purposes 
in  1878.  Two  years  later  a  second  section  contiguous 
thereto   was   obtained,  ^.wd  ^\\.   ^.  "^ .  "^S^xsiC^^six  h^jsc^*  "^^ 
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Huiiic  Missionary.  He  commenced  preaching  at  Papakura, 
Clive,  and  other  place^i,  and  tlie  work  was  s(»  prosperous 
that  in  188.'i  a  young  minister,  the  Rev.  T.  V.  .fonen,  was 
appoint<Hl.     A  church  to  seat   IHO  persons  was  built   tlie 


IlASTINtlN    Wk>I,KY.\N    CHIK(  H. 

following  year  at  a  cost  of  i't(M»,  of  wliidi  llirrc  ci^hlhs 
remaiiuMl  as  debt.  Hut  a  ministerial  appoint iiunt  jnuved 
premature,  and  was  discontinueil  aftt^r  thn-e  years*  trial. 
For  six  years  more  it  was  uncU-r  tin-  charge  (»f  ihr  Napirr 
preacher.  .Meantime  thi'  town  had  l)een  growing  rapidly, 
am]     the     IN^v.     C.     E.     Heecroft,     then    of     the     Knglish 
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Confeifnce,  took  up  the  cliarge,  and  the  ciingre^aiii'ii 
greatly  increased.  In  1891  a  minister  was  again  ^t at iuiieil. 
In  181)5,  the  church  was  enlarged,  accomnio<latiun  Wiiii: 
provided  for  seventy  persons  additional.  A  vestry  an'l 
infants'  room  were  also  provide<l,  the  total  ci>st  being  ahout 
£300,  of  which  half  was  raised.  In  1806,  it  was  thought 
propter  to  constitute  Hastings  and  the  sun-ounding  plfikv* 
a  separate  Circuit,  and  Dr.  Hosking  was  app<>inted.  H-.-. 
however,  only  remained  (me  year.  During  that  limn  In; 
started  services  at  several  places  near,  but  .some  of  tliev? 
have  since  been  given  up.  The  want  of  a  parsonage  aii*l 
a  somewhat  heavy  debt  preventwl  the  progress  that  lui^'Ut 
have  U^en  expected,  but  with  a  pojmlation  in  the  town  «»t 
over  3100  (being  an  increase  of  over  33  jht  cent,  in  fiv»* 
years),  and  a  rich  agricultural  district  around,  it  sh<mldl>»;i 
strong  Circuit.    Service  is  conducted  in  two  other  townsliifx 

Conspicuous    Helpers. 

Mr.  A.  Sims,  f(»rm<*rly  a  strenuous  worker  in  th- 
Frce  Muhrdist  Church  at  Napier,  is  now  n'^ideiit  a: 
Hastings,  and  throws  his  energies  heartily  into  thi»  ^*^rk. 
Mr.  James  Heigliway,  many  y<'ars  ago  a  slice*  s>,ful  cla** 
header  in  Canteibury  :  Mr.  H.  Collins,  an  old  Wangaiiui 
M<*tho<list  and  a  local  preacher,  with  Mrs.  Joll,  formerly 
of  Waitara,  are  all  devoted  and  enerji^etic.  The^-,  with 
Messrs.  (larnctt,  C.  Taylor,  T.  Horn,  CoJlinson,  I>rrcnifl. 
Sands,  and  Tressider,  are  among  the  more  }>romin»'iii 
supp<>rtrr.s. 

Numerical  Position. 

A('con]iii;C  to  the  last  returns,  there  arr  in  the  Ciniiit 
two  churilies  and  two  other  j)reaching  places.  The  numUr 
of  memluTs  is  74.  Sunday  scholars  IN"),  antl  3riO  heaiers. 
The  lu'v.  W.  1>.  Marten,  the  pn's<Mit  minister,  is  a  nati\«^ 
(»f  Susx'x,  and  was  brought  uj)  in  the  I'nitarian  Clmi«li. 
Coming  to  New  Zealand  as  a  youth,  he  was  r«.n\inceil  of 
siti  at  P»road  l>ay,  and  found  peace  with  Oo<l  at  iVrt 
Clialmeis  Church.  At  Waikouaiti,  while  teaching  in  tin* 
publie  school,  he  studied  for  the  ministry,  and  after  l^eiiiL' 
eniploye<|  as  a  Home  Missionary  at  Te\iot,  was  receiveii  a;* 
.1  ( iiiididaie  in  IsTl.  I  )uiing  the  early  years  of  his  ministry. 
li  e    w  a^    J)  r  i  V  i- 

1(  i;ed   to  s(<'  about  f  .        i 

oiJO  eniiNcrsiotis, 
and  still  delights  ; 
to  recall  the  j<»ys 
of  harvest,  which 
he  then  exjxrri- 
e!i''e<l.  He  is  a 
thoughtful  stu- 
dent, conseien- 
tini.s  in  j»repara 
tion  for  the  puljiit, 
and  <*xceedingly  in 
earnest.  During 
the  twenty-eight 
years  nf  his  minis- 
try, he  has  occu- 
pied Circuits  in  all 
the  New  Zealand 
Districts  except 
Auckland,  and  is 
AW^v;  \\\  V\\s  \\\\vd 


\k\.\  .  ^  ,  \\    ^\  K\C\Y.^ . 
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Il.VSTINOS    CIIUIUMI    OFFICKBKAUEK.S 

1-  Mr.'T.  S.iimI..  -J  Mr  1.  C;.irn.tt.  rt-Mr.  T.  Collin^.  4 -Mr.  W.  A.  IVecroft.  r»- Mr.  C.  T.ivlor.  fi-Mr.  VV.  H.  Wji^.m.  7— Mr.  J.  Si.Mli  .  h  Mr.  ).  M.irvt  v. 
1)-Mr.  J.  I-i.ith.rv.i.>n.  1(»  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.i^liwav.  ll—Mr.  E.  D.  Collins.ui.  \'2  Mr.  and  Mrs- Jull.  13-Mr.  Horn.-.  U-Mi.  .in«l  Mr^.  J.  ^M^;llw.lv. 
15-Mr.  W.  Trissiiltr.    IG— Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Sims.    17— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodficld. 
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WAIPAWA  CIRCUIT. 

In  this  Circuit  there  is  one  Union  Church,  and  two 
which  are  the  property  of  the  Connexion.  Besides  these, 
there  are  five  other  preaching  places,  at  distances  of  four 
miles    to    thirty,    which    are    supplied    with   services   at 


WaIPAWA    ClllR<  II    AND    PaKSONAGK. 

intervals.  The  Rev.  I).  Woalheiall,  wIkj  is  at  present  in 
charge,  is  colonial  burn,  his  parents  being  old  and  respected 
membe;s  of  the  Church  at  IjUu-  8pur,  in  llie  Liwrenee 
Circuit.  Converte<l  while  a  youth,  he  l^egan  to  [)reac}i  at 
an  early  age.  After  spenditig  a  year  as  assistint  to  the 
Rev.  l\.  F.  Rothwell  in  Hokianga,  he  became  a  Home 
Missionary  at  Whangaroa,  from  wliieli  station  Ik;  w;is 
recommended  to  the  ministry.  Over  two  years  weie  spent 
at  Prince  Albert  College  as  a  student,  and  on  the  retire- 
mentof  the  Rev.  F.  Quintrell  from  the  ministry  in  August, 
1898,  he  was  sent  to  supply  his  place,  and  at  the  last 
Conference  formally  appointed.  Young  and  active,  with  a 
good  record  as  a  student,  and  preachin;,'  power,  he  has  the 
opportunity  of  exercising  his  gifts  to  the  utmost.  As  a 
local  preacher  and  student  he  was  successful  iti  winning 
souls  for  Christ,  and  covets  this  blessing  for  his  future 
ministry. 

WAIPAWA. 

the  head  of  the  Circuit,  is  a  pleasantly  situated  and 
flourishing  town,  about  thirty-seven  miles  from  Napier. 
It  was  constituted  a  Free  Methodist  Slatioti  so  far  back  as 
1870.  The  Rev.  R.  Taylor  had  arrived  from  Etigland 
on  September  30,  1869,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
Rangiora.  Waipawa,  however,  was  thought  to  have  the 
stronger  claim,  and  so  he  was  sent  thither  at  the  end  of  that 
year.  The  place  was  prosperous,  and  high  prices  were 
asked  for  town  sections,  as  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  a 
comparatively  small  site  for  Church  and  Parsonage  cost 
£200.  The  erection  of  the  church  involved  an  outlay  of 
£'220  more.  Forty  pounds  were  received  from  the  Hick's 
Fund  towards  this,  and  about  £300  raised  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, so  that  there  was  only  a  debt  of  £70.  For  some 
years  the  congregations  fdled  the  building,  and  Wesle3^ans 
and  Free  Methodists  uniting  in  the  membership  worked 
together  in  the  utmost  harmony.  Preaching  services  were 
also  held  at  Waipukurau  and  eisewhere  with  success,  and  it 


seemed  likely  that  a  strong  Circuit  would  be  built  up 
Then  came  a  period  of  trial  and  testing.  Many  of  the 
most  active  and  liberal  members  removed,  some  to 
Woodville  and  others  to  Ormondville,  where  they  could 
obtain  larger  areas  of  land  for  their  growing  families. 
This  weakened  the  congregation.  For  some  years  also 
the  pulpit  supply  was  intermittent.  At  times  it  was 
worked  as  a  Home  Mission  Station,  and  at  othei-s  had  the 
status  of  a  Circuit,  but  always  required  considerable 
financial  aid  from  the  Home  Mission  Fund.  In  1889 
a  six-roomed  cottage  was  built  at  the  back  of  the 
church  as  a  minister's  residence,  at  a  cost  of  £200, 
and  the  balance  of  debt  thereon  has  recently  been 
discharged. 

MAKARITU 

was  first  worked  as  a  Scandinavian  Mission  by  the 
Wesleyan  Church.  The  land  was  covered  with  dense  bush, 
and  roads  were  little  more  than  a  name.  But  the  first 
settlers  toiled  steadily  on,  and  to-<lay  reap  the  fruit  of 
their  labour.  A  church  sit(i  of  an  acre  was  acquired,  and 
a  building  seating  120  persons  put  up  thereon  in  1886  at 
a  cost  of  .£250,  of  which  four-fifths  were  raised  at  tlie 
time.  Messrs.  E.  and  O.  Christolferson  — Scandinavian 
liome  Missionaries  — supplied  the  pulpit  with  the  aid  of 
loeal  preachers.  As  the  English  element  grew  it  was 
attached  to  Norse  wood,  and  worked  by  the  Home 
Missionary  stationed  there.  Services  m  English  were 
also  conducted  by  the  Free  Methodist  Ministers  from 
Waipawa.  On  union  taking  place,  Makaritu  was 
incorporated  in  the  Waipawa  Circuit.  During  a  bush 
fire  in  Aj>ril,  ISO;"),  the  church  was  burned.  The  former 
site  was  then  exchanged  for  one  in  the  township  itself, 
and  to  this  a  church,  erected  by  Mr.  Christof!ei*soT],  and 
})urchased  with  the  insurance,  was  removed,  since  which 
lime  theie  has  been  a  stccady  cotigregation.  Tlie  larger 
part  of  the  worshippers  are  of  Scandinavian  descent,  and 
tliJ'ir  devt)ut  and  earnest  spirit  is  exc«?edingly  refreshing. 


Waipawa  Qiartkrly  Mkktixg. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Macfarlane.  Revs.  T.  F.  Jones  and  D.  Wcatherall 
.Vlfssrs.  E.  Scarrott,  and  R.  Phillips. 
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The  Preaching  Places 

mre  Hampden,  whera  the  neat  church  shown  in  our 
Ulustratkm  was  bnilt^  and  opened  free  of  debt  on 
July  25th,  1897.  It  is  intended  for,  and  used  by,  the 
Pkvsbyterian,  Episcopalian,  and  Methodist  congregations. 


Mr.  J.  Sowiy,  an  office-bearer  of  the  Waipawa  Church, 
and  other  members  £here.  They  were  shortly  joined  by 
Mr.  T.  Moore,  and  by  other  Methodists  from  Wellington 
and  the  neighbourhood.  In  the  good  old  fashion  they  at 
once  commenced  services  in  Mr.  Sowry's  house,  where  It 


Hampdkn  Union  Church. 

All  have  equal  ri^^hts  therein,  and  hitlierto  have  workcHl 
together  without  the  least  friction.  At  Kaikoura  a  church 
site  was  obtained  in  1881,  and  is  still  held,  but  the 
services  are  conducted  in  the  Public  Hall.  At  Onga  Onga, 
Ashley  -  Clinton,  Blackburn,  and  Wakahara,  monthly 
services  are  held  in  the  District  Schools.  Waipukurau  is 
a  township  excellently  laid  out,  but  for  some  years  its 
growth  was  hindered  by  the  fact  that  the  land  around  was 
held  in  large  estates.  As  these  become  subdivided  it  will 
doubtless  be  a  place  of  increasing  importance,  and  it  is 
desirable  that  the  services  formerly  held  there  should  be 
resumed.  The  work  throughout  the  whole  Circuit  has 
been  largely  hampered  for  many  years  by  the  lack  of  local 
preachers.  Even  now  there  is  only  one,  although  three 
other  brethren  conduct  services  occasionally.  The  one 
BaBday-flchool  in  operation  has  an  attendance  of  thirty-five 
sehcdarB,  and  in  the  Circuit  there  are  forty-seven  Church 
metnbera^  with  400  attendants  at  the  services. 


WOODVILLB   CIRCUIT. 

With  the  exception  of  Rangiora,  this  was  the  strongest 

country  centre  of 
the  Free  Metho- 
dist Church.  At 
one  time  it  was 
the  head  of  a  large 
circuit,  though  now 
its  boundaries  are 
somewhat  circum- 
scribed. In  1876  a 
special  Land  Associa- 
tion was  formed  in 
.  Hawke's  Bay  to  oc- 
cupy the  Woodville 
townshij)  and  neigh- 
bourhood. Among  its 
chief  prom(»t(.rs  were 


Iter.  D.  Wbathbkall. 


VVOODVILLK    PaKRONAQR. 

was  held  regularly  on  Sunday  afternoons  for  two  years. 
On  the  District  School  being  erected,  it  was  transferred 
thither,  and  a  Sunday-school  was  also  started,  while 
week -night  services  were  held  at  Messi-s.  Walker's  and 
Haw  ken's.  As  other  Churches  also  required  the  use  of 
the  schoolroom,  it  was  determined  by  tiie  members  to 
secure  a  home  of  their  own.  One  of  the  best  sites  in  the 
township,  with  a  frontage  to  thi-ee  streets,  was  purchased, 
and  a  church  3r)ft.  by  20ft.  erected  thereon  at  a  cost  of 
£'2'M.  The  opening  services  were  of  unusual  intere&t,  and 
extended  over  the  fir^!t  three  Sundays  of  18H3,  being 
conducted  by  the  Rev,  H.  ii.  Redstone,  Mr.  W.  JBowron, 
and  the  Rev.  R.  Taylor  respectively.  This  erection  was 
successfully  carried  out,  largely  owing  to  the  energy,  tact, 
and  common-sense 
of  the  Rev.  .J.  W. 
Worbnys,  who  was 
then  the  minister 
of  a  circuit  stretch- 
ing from  Waipawa 
to  Mangatainoka, 
though  residing  at 
Ormondville.  He 
had  an  able  lieu- 
tenant in  Mr.  T. 
Moore,  the  first 
secretary  of  the 
Trust,  and  a  dili- 
gent worker  until 
the  time  of  his 
death  in  1888, 
while  Mr.  Sowry 
drew  the  plans, 
and  helped  materi- 
ally both  in  giving 
and  collecting. 
Special  missions 
were  conducted  in 
this  church  by 
Mr.  S,  PavVw,  <>l     "^v;,^.  ^.\i.^i.TCTyLw^. 
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Auckland,  in  1885  and  1886,  when  many  new  members 
were  enrolled.  This  probably  led  to' an  enlargement  made 
a  year  later,  when  40ft.  were  added  to  the  length  of  the 
church,  and  the  vestry  was  doubled   in  size,  at  a  cost  of 


WoonviLLK  Church  in  1900. 

£350.  About  four  years  since  a  six-roomed  house  was 
purchased  for  a  minister's  residence,  at  a  cost  of  X'250. 
The  township  is  well  laid  out,  and  situated  at  the  junction 
of  two  lines  of  rails,  has  a  position  of  considerable 
importance,  but  has  not  yet  fulfilled  the  promise  of  its 
early  days  in  regard  to  tlie  growth  of  population.  There 
is,  howevei*,  a  steady  congregation,  and  some  of  the 
original  settlers  and  Trustees— among  them  Messrs.  Sowry, 
E.  Walker,  and  G.  E.  Kendle— still  remain.  Mr.  R.  Fennoll, 
formerly  a  Home  Missionary,  is  an  active  local  preacher, 
and  Mr.  E.  C.  Cox  is  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trust.  A 
heavy  property  debt  has  somewliat  impeded  progress,  but 
with  a  strong  Trust  Board,  and  a  willing  people,  there  is 
reason  to  expect  that  it  will  shortly  be  substantially 
reduced. 

MANQATAINOKA 

is  only  two  miles  from  Pahiatua,  and  could  be  better 
worked  from  thence,  but  is  associated  with  Woodville. 
About  twelve  yeoi*s  since  a  special  .settlement  was  formed 


in  this  locality  by  the  Government.  Among  the  first 
arrivab  were  members  of  the  Church  from  different  parts 
of  the  Colony.  Mr.  Gardiner,  an  earnest  worker,  also 
established  a  sawmill.  Meetings  for  prayer  were  held  and 
preaching  services  commenced.  Banding  together  they 
acquired  a  site,  and  in  1890  erected  a  church  to  seat  a 
hundred  persons.  In  the  bush  fire  of  1898  this  was 
destroyed,  but  the  insurance  obtained,  with  special  help 
from  a  few  friends  at  a  distance,  enabled  them  to  build 
another  the  same  year.  Until  recently,  services  were  held 
at  Kumeroa,  but  they  have  been  discontinued. 


The  Working  Staff. 

The  Rev.  S.  H.  D.  Peryman,  now  in  the  third  year  of 
his  residence  as  Circuit  Minister,  is  a  New  Zealander,  his 
father  being  an  old  and  respected  office-bearer  of  the 
Church  at  Tai  Tapu,  in  the  Springston  Circuit.     Trained 


Woodville  Circuit  Officials. 

Back  Row— Messrs.  R.  Fennel1,E.  T.  Rendle,  E.  C.Cox,  Rev.  Peryman, 
/.  Sotyry.    Frost  Row—W.  Hartstone,  J.  Pinfold,  J.  Richards. 


Woodville  Church  in  1883. 

in  a  godly  home,  he  early  yielded  his  heart  to  Christ ; 
was  encouraged  to  become  a  preacher,  and  by  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Simmonds  nominated  for  the  ministry.  After 
a  term  at  college,  he  spent  two  years  in  Otago,  and  the 
reuiainder  of  his  ministry  has  been  exercised  in  the  North 
Island.  Trained  in  a  village  circuit,  he  is  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  needs  of  country  Methodists.  Modest 
in  manner,  and  sympathetic  in  disposition,  his  diligence  as 
a  pastor  steadily  wins  upon  his  people.  He  is  assisted  in 
the  circuit  work  by  six  local  preachers.  In  the  two 
Sunday-schools  ten  teachers  have  under  their  charge  105 
children,  while  the  attendants  on  public  worship  immber 
800. 

DANNEVIRKE    CIRCUIT. 

As  the  name  indicates,  this  was  originally  a  Scandinavian 
settlement,  and  the  first  arrivals  were  planted  in  a  dense 
W^\v  d\&U\^V:,  ''''  i«.\  ixQtCk.  \>\^  \£Aiidvi^  crowd."     Railway 
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Mb.  C.  a.  F08TON,  Home  Minnionary, 


with  Napier  and  Wellington.  In  reoent  yean  the 
establishment  of  large  sawmills,  and  the  opening  up  of 
tracts  of  land  towards  the  coast  for  settlement,  have 
attracted  raddents  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  and  in 

1896  the  borough 
population  was  re- 
ported as  1405.  On 
his  way  to  and  from 
Ormondville  in  the 
early  days,  llr. 
Worboys  was  accus- 
tomed to  hold  ser- 
vices there,  and  also 
at  Heretaunga  Farm 
Settlement  Five  or 
six  years  since  the 
Methodist  Free 
Church  sent  an  agent 
to  Dannevirke  itself, 
and  for  a  few  months 
he  preached  to  en- 
couraging congi'ega- 
tions,  but  was  then 
withdrawn.  Soon 
afterwards  the  Wes- 
leyan  Homo  Mis- 
sionary at  Norse  wood 
commenced  services 
there,  and  in  1896 
an  excellent  site 
of  an  acre  and  a  half  was  purchased  by  the  aid  of  the 
Loan  Fund.  Owing  to  unusual  ditiiculty  as  to  a  place  of 
meeting  and  pulpit  supply,  services  were  again  abandoned. 
Last  year,  on  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Ashcroft  and  his  sons 
from  Napier,  Mr.  Kilford  from  Ashurst,  and  Messi-s. 
Brooke  and  Bissell,  it  was  felt  that  the  time  had  come 
for  another  beginning.  With  special  help  promised  by 
the  late  Mr.  Harding,  the  place  was  taken  up  and 
eoDStituted  a  Circuit  at  the  last  Conference.  A  smaller 
and  more  central  site  has  since  been  acquired,  and  on  that 
a  church  to  cost  £180  is  now  in  course  uf  erection. 
Oonriderablo  interest  is  also  being  manifested  in  Sunday- 
school  work,  and 
more  than  a  hundred 
children  have  been 
enrolled  already. 
The  Rev.  M.  K. 
Gilmour,  a  proba- 
tioner of  the  first 
year,  is  in  charge. 
At  Kuaotunu  he 
proved  his  gifts  as 
a  preacher  and  his 
capacity  to  organise 
by  the  erection  of 
a  church  there,  and 
in  Dannevirke  and 
its  neighbourhood  he 
has  a  still  wider  field. 
He  is  assisted  by  two 
local  preachers,  and 
fortnightly  services 
have  already  been 
commenced  at  Umn- 
taoroa  and  Mahara- 
Ma.  J,  Wawmbam,  Waimvu  iiara. 


ORMONDVILLB  HOME  MISSION  STATION. 

Under  the  di£forently-named  stations  of  Makaritn, 
Norsewood,  or  Ormondville,  this  district  has  for  many 
years  been  supplied  with  agents,  who  have  diligently 
preached  the  Gkispel, 
financial  help  being 
also  liberally  given 
W  the  Home  Mission 
Fund.  There  are  now 
churches  at  Norse- 
wood and  Ormond- 
ville, and  preaching 
places  at  Whetukura 
and  Makotuku. 
There  are  five  local 
preachers,  and  forty- 
nine  members,  with 
259  hearers.  In  the 
only  Sunday  -  school 
yet  established  are 
six  teachers  and  73 
scholars.  The  station 
is  under  the  charge 
of  Mr.  C.  A.  Foston, 
the  son  of  an  hon- 
oured local  preacher 
in  the  Sydenham  Cir- 
cuit, now  deceased, 
and  who  hailed 
from  Lincolnshire.  His  son  has  served  as  a  Home 
Missionary  afe  Palmerston,  Riverton,  and  Havelock  since 
1893,  and  possesses  a  good  deal  of  his  father's  fervency  of 
spirit,  activity,  and  determination. 


Mb.  and  Mr8.  E.  FEEDEBICK8BN. 


NORSEWOOD, 

another  of  the  Scandinavian  settlements,  was  settled  in 
1872.  Among  the  fii^t  arrivals  were  Mr.  Emanuel 
Fredericksen  and  his  wife.  Mr.  Fredericksen  was  a  local 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Norway. 
He  at  once  commenced  services,  and  for  four  years  held 
the  fort  single- 
hande<),  and  so  laid 
the  foundation  for 
future  work.  We 
are  glad  to  present 
his  portrait.  On  the 
Rev.  E.  Nielsen's 
arrival,  he  visited 
the  place,  and  in 
1878  nine  acres  of 
land  were  purchased, 
and  a  mission  house 
of  four  rooms  built 
thereon.  The  house 
was  subsequently 
burnt.  Two  acres 
additional  were 
given  shortly  after- 
wards by  Mr  O. 
Christofiferson.  The 
Church  was  organ- 
ised on  Good  Friday, 

same    ^oax    k   w^sX 
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building  seating  120  persons  was  opened.  It  cost 
£150,  and  the  following  year  iilOO  more  was  spent  in 
lining  and  the  erection  of  a  gallery.  The  late  Mr.  E. 
Christ offerson,    a   faithful    and    intensely    spiritual   man, 

resided  there  as  Scan- 
dinavian Missionary 
from  1S84  to  1887. 
Since  1893  services 
have  been  regularly 
conducted  in  English 
also,  and  there  is  a 
steady  congregation. 


ORMONDVILLE. 

Services    were    con 
ducted    in    this  town 
ship    by    the  Rev.    J 
W.      Worhoys.         In 
lNSi>,    a  ohuivh    .3()ft 
by  20ft.    was    erect eci 
free     of     debt.       Mr, 
Worboys  took   up  his 
residence    thei'e,    aiu 
for  some  3'ears    there 
was     a    flourishing 
cause.     A  time  of  depression  followed.     Th(»  minister  was 
removed     to    Woodville,     the    services     languished,     and 
eventually  ceased.     In   1894   the  use  of  the  building  was 
grante<l  to  the  Wesleyan  Home  Missionary  at  Norsewood, 
the  Church    reorganised,   and   a    working    Trust   formed. 


Mk-  W.  BrKDKX,  Wainli. 


Since  then  the  prospects  have  steadily  improved,  and  a 
vestry  for  week-night  services  and  class  meetings  has 
recently  been  erected. 


The  Out-stations 

are  Makotuku,  two 
miles  away,  where  a 
week  I}'  service  is  held, 
and  a  church  site  has 
been  promised,  and 
Whetukura,  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the 
Manawatu  River, 
where  a  congregation 
of  thirty  pei-sons  meets 
fortnightly  in  the 
Public  School,  Mr.  M. 
J.  King,  the  teacher, 
and  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Church,  taking 
great  interest  in  it. 

In  the  four  last 
circuits  nained  and 
Pahiatua,     probably 

some  adjustment  of  boundaries  will  be  neces.sary  in  the 
near  future.  At  present  each  works  the  places  originally 
taken  up,  but  for  economy  of  labour  and  etlicient  supply  it 
nuiy  j>robab]y  be  found  that  they  can  be  more  effectively 
grouped,  ^b^af^time  throughout  Ilawke's  Bay,  there  is  an 
excellent  field  for  the  extension  of  the  Church's  operations 


Rev.  F.  B.  Oldham,  Gisborxk. 


>^^M 

Oitovp  ny  GisDORNK  Officials. 

Tqp  Row—  Mr.  /.  D.  Harries,  Mr.  C.  .\.  FawctU,  Mr.  G.  E.  ftv\\\,  'SU.  W.  VSucV\.      Xicvvom  V^v^ns  —  \.\^.%VjSvenco. 

Ruv.  ).  bWgVvi,  Mr.  V  ^  •  ^^^\- 
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OISBORNB    CIRCUIT. 

ome^  on  the  Turanganui  River,  is  a  borough  town, 
was  reported  at  the  last  census  to  have  a  population 
r  2300.  It  is  well  laid  out^  and  has  large  and 
mished  business  establishments.     It  is  also  the  key 


EMB  Church. 

Qsiderable  extent  of  country.  The  export  of  wool 
a,  and  rapidly  growing.  There  are  sawmills  in 
on,  and  the  dairying  industry  has  recently  been 
ed  with  good  prospects.  The  town  likewise 
nds  the  trade  of  several  small  nettlements  along  the 
towards  the  East  Cape.  There  is  a  numerous 
population,  and  a  mission  among  them  is  effectively 
ted  by  the  Anglican  Church.  It  was  in  this  district 
e  dr^idful  massacre  of  Europeans,  under  Te  Kooti, 
aoe  about  thirty  years  since,  and  the  evil  repute  it 
lined  retarded  progress.  Now  that  roads  are  being 
r  to  open  up  the  country,  land  surveyed,  and  the 
friendly,  it  may  be  expected  that  there  will  be 
1  rnd  rapid  advancement. 


Methodist  Church   Operations 

ommonced  in  Gisborne  in  ]'874.  In  that  year 
W.  Russell,  then  a  locid  preacher  in  the  Wellington 
,  and  an  intending  candidate  for  the  ministry,  was 
I  Home  Missionary  in  response  to  a  request  from 
[dent  members.  Young,  anient,  and  fluent,  he  made 
dlent  impression,  and  in  the  town  itself  and  at 
ika  gatherod  good  congregations.  In  the  following 
rite  of  a  quarter  of  an  acre  was  purchased  at  a  cost 
)f  and  shortly  after  a  church,  35ft.  by  25ft., 
lit  at  an  outlay  of  £320,  of  which  two-thiids  were 
Voder  the  n^uJationa  then  in  force,  an  acre  of 


land  was  also  given  by  the  Provincial  Government  of 
Auckland  for  Church  purposes.  In  1875  a  Circuit  was 
constituted,  but  after  two  years'  occupancy,  owing  to  an 
insufficient  supply  of  ministers,  it  was  left  vacant  lor  two 

J  ears  more.  This  was  most  unfortunate,  and  inflicted  a 
low  npon  the  growing  cause  from  which  it  did  not  recover 
for  a  long  time.  It  is  unfortunate,  too,  that  in  connection 
with  the  Circuit  history  no  less  than  six  of  the  ministers 
appointed  left  after  a  one  year's  term.  This  has  also 
been  detrimental  to  consolidation  and  growth.  A  minister 
was  again  appointed  to  the  Circuit  in  1879,  and  the 
reopening  services  were  marked  with  great  enthusiasm. 
In  the  following  year  special  evangelistic  services  were  held 
fcr  two  weeks  in  succession,  when  considerable  good  was 
done.  In  subsequent  yeai-s  the  fortunes  of  the  Church 
were  various.  Occasionally  there  came  a  period  of 
prosperity,  and  there  were  new  arrivals  who  helped 
materially,  but  these  were  followed  by  times  of  depression, 
and  the  Circuit  again  suffered  through  the  removal  of  active 
workers.  In  1883  a  cottage,  whicli  it  was  thought  when 
enlarged  might  serve  for  parsonage  purposes,  was  purchased 
for  £220,  the  greater  part  of  the  money  being  unfortunately 
borrowed.  In  1890,  under  the  energetic  ministry  of  the 
Rev.  Josiah  Waid, 

A  Splendid  Effort 

was  made  to  provide  an  ecclesiastical  establishment  more 
in  accoitl  with  the  then  growing  and  prosperous  town.  A 
well-built  and  attractive-looking  church,  to  seat  240 
persons,  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  £680,  and  a  comfortable 
eight-roomed  house  built  on  the  section  already  mentioned, 
at  an  outlay  of  £470  more.  We  give  illustrations  of 
these  buildings.  By  persistent  efforts  in  the  Circuit, 
subscriptions,  bazaars,  etc.,  and  by  indefatigable  toil  and 
correspondence,  in  obtaining  donations  from  other  places, 
£G50  of  this  amount  was  raised.  The  Church,  too,  was 
vigorously  worked.  Open-air  services  were  held,  the 
country  visited,  and  substantial  progress  reported.  The 
balance  of  £500  was  loaned  by  the  Building  Fund,  to  be 
repaid  at  the  rate  of  £50  per  year.  Had  that  arrangement 
been  carried  out,  by  this  time  the  end  of  the  debt  would 
be  in  sight.  Unfortunately,  through  removals  and  other 
causes,  the  strength  of  the  Church  was  diminished,  and 
this  has  not  been  done.  Consetjuently  finance  has  been  a 
buiden  and  a  difficulty.  Two  yeai-s  ago,  by  the  sale  of  a 
church   sito  originally  granted   to   the  United   Methodist 
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Free  Church,  over  £50  were  paid  off  the  debt,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  shortly  an  effort  will  be  made  to  grapple  with 
the  remainder.     Beyond  Gisborne  itself, 

No  Country  Churches  Have  Been  Built. 

Fortnightly  services,  are,  however,  held  at  Ormond 
township,    eleven   miles   distant,    and   a  monthly   one    at 


GisBORNR  Parsonage. 

Waimata,  seventeen  miles  away,  where  congregations  of 
f\tty  and  twenty-five  respectively  are  gathered.  At 
Waihuka  Station  (Mr.  Hutchinson's),  twenty-seven  miles 
distant,  a  quarterly  service  is  also  maintained.  There  is  in 
Gisborne  it.self  a  Sunday-school  of  120  children,  and  in  the 
Circuit  a  members'  roll  of  fifty-three,  while  the  attendants 
are  reported  as  356.  There  are  two  resident  local 
preachers.  The  Rev.  F.  B.  Oldham,  who  was  appointed 
to  the  Circuit  a  few  months  since,  is  a  Victorian,  and  a 
relative  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  Eggleston,  the  first 
Australasian  Foreign  Missionary  Secretary.  He  is  *'a 
Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews,"  and  traces  his  Methodist 
ancestry  back  to  the  time  of  Wesley  himself.  The  first 
eight  years  of  his  ministry  were  spent  as  a  missionary  in 
New  Britain,  where  he  gained  a  good  knowledge  of  th(> 
language  and  did  effective  service.  Well-read,  courteous, 
and  thoughtful  in  his  public  deliverances,  his  work  in 
Gisborne  should  help  the  Church  materially.  The 
Rev.  John  Nelson,  a  fine  specimen  of  an  old-fashioned 
Methodist  preacher,  also  resides  in  the  circuit  as  a 
Supernumerary  of  the  British  Conference.  Nearly  four 
score  years  of  age,  he  is  still  active  in  his  habits,  keeps  up 
his  reading,  and  preaches  occasionally  as  he  is  able.  The 
Church  in  this  Circuit  would  be  greatly  benefited  if  a  few 
good  earnest  families  could  be  induced  to  settle  in  the 
town,  and  by  their  presence  and  prayers  assist  the  minister. 
Given  that,  and  with  the  country  opening  as  it  will  do, 
Gisborne  should  yet  become  an  important  Church  centre. 
At  present  Opotiki,  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty,  a  station  which 
would  connect  Poverty  Bay  with  the  circuits  of  the 
Auckland  District,  is  unoccupied  by  the  Church. 


OTAKI    CIRCUIT, 

one    of    the    youngest    in    the   Wellington    District,    is 

exceedingly  vigorous,  and  gives  promise  of  a  prosperous 

future.     Although   only   half    the    age    of    Gisborne,    it 

already  8 urpaasea  it  in  the  number  of  places  occupied  and 

t/je   progress    made.      For    many    years     the    territory 

included  therein  was  cut  off  from  Wellington  City  by  t\\e 


hilly  country  between  the  Paikakariki  Beach  and  Porirua 
Harbour.  The  land,  too,  was  heavily  timbered,  and, 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  access  to  market,  it  was  not  an 
inviting  field  for  settlement.  The  population  was  then 
almost  exclusively  Maori,  and  at  Otaki,  Te  Horo,  Ohau, 
and  Waikanae  there  were  flourishing  Native  villages.  It 
was  under  the  charge  of  the  Anglican  Mission,  and  at 
Otaki  itself  there  is  one  of  the  most  commodious  and  best 
finished  Native  churches  in  New  Zealand,  built  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Rev.  0.  Hadfield  (now  Bishop 
Hadfield)  over  fifty  years  since.  By  the  building  of  the 
Wellington-Manawatu  Railway,  and  its  acquisition  of  the 
fertile  lands  between  the  beach  and  the  hills,  Europeans 
were  attracted,  industries  sprang  up,  and  the  growth  and 
settlement  of  the  whole  coast  area  have  since  been  most 
marked. 


The  First  Service 

in  the  Otaki  township  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  G.  8. 
Harper  on  January  <Sth,  1887,  when,  on  a  flying  visit,  he 
preached  in  the  District  School.  Two  months  later, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCulloch  took  up  their  residence  in  Otaki, 
and  in  April  Mr.  McCulloch  started  regular  services  in  the 
house  of  the  late  Mr.  F.  H.  Cock  rill.  Settlers  were  already 
beginning  to  find  their  way  into  the  bush  districts  beyond, 
and  in  1888  Mr.  C.  W'eston  was  appointed  to  reside  in 
Otaki  as  Home  ^Missionary.  Exceedingly  diligent  and 
painstaking,  he  also  commenced  preaching  to  the  settlers 
and  sawmill  employes  of  Manakau,  in  a  little  shed  erected 
by  the  Railway  Company.  Te  Horo  was  also  visited,  and 
occasi«mal  services  held  there.  Tn  the  following  year 
Mr.  R.  Haine  succeeded  Mr.  Weston  as  Homf^  Missionary, 
and  on  October  7th,  1889,  at  the  residence  of  ^Ir.  Cockrill, 
the  first  Quarterly  Meeting  was  held.  The  members 
present  were,  the  Rev.  W.  J.  W'atkin  (Chairman  of  the 
District),  the  Home  Missionary,  and  Messrs.  McCulloch 
and  Cockrill.  An  equal  distribution  of  ofiices  was  made, 
Mr.  McCulloch  being  appointed  Circuit  Steward,  and 
Mr.  Cockrill,  Society  Steward.  During  Mr.  Raine's  term 
s(Mvices  wore  also  initiated  at  Ohau,  Paraparaumu,  and 
Levin,  and  in  the  June  quarter  of  1800  the  latter  place  is 
credited  with  a  contribution  of  i'l  Gs.  (ul.,  collected  at 
servicers  held  at  irregular  intervals  in  the  schoolroom. 
Mr.    Raine  was    succeeded    by   Mr.   A.   W.    Ashcroft  for 


Otkik.\  Cwv^cia. 
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5  months,  and  he  in  turn  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Clark,  who 
tted  there  for  four  years.  During  these  nine  years 
work  was  done  by  the  Home  Missionaries.  New 
were  visited  and  opened  as  fast  as  they  were  settled, 
he  few  members  and  adherents  earnestly  supported 
ch  efforts,  and  did  their  best  to  supply  them  with 
lus  ordinances. 


CiirKCH, 


The  Erection  of  Churche5. 

ki,  naturally  and  properly,  led  the  way.  A  site  of 
)od  was  purchased  there  in  1S90,  and  a  church  to 
ighty  pei'sons  erected  at  a  cost  of  £l\)i,  the  whole 
it  being  raised  within  twelve  months.  This  lepre- 
.  some  noble  giving,  earnest  prayer,  and  persistent 
It  was  opened  for  Divine  worship  on  March  2ln(J, 

Levin  followed  next.  ]t  had  become  a  prosperous 
,  through  large  sawmills  being  started,  and  by  the 
Qment  laying  off  considerable  areas  for  special 
aents.     The  population   was  larger  than  at    Otaki, 

became  the  leading  township.  Services  having  been 
ne  time  held  in  the  schoolroom,  a  site  for  a  cluirch 
;ood  position  was  given  by  Mr.  James  Prouse.     On 

church  to  seat  120  persons  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
and  opened  on  July  14  th,  1895.  Two-thirds  of  the 
ad  been  raised,  and  the  remainder,  loaned  by  the 
ng  Fund,  has  since  been  repaid.  A  year  later,  on  a 
ven  by  Mr.  T.  Waters,  of  Wellington,  a  small  church 
uilt  at  Paraparaumu  costing  £70,  which  was  opened 
ly,  189G.  Manakau,  though  early  occupied  as  a 
ling  station,  was  somewhat  later  in  building,  but  a 
ite  having  been  acquired  on  the  main  road,  a  neat 
I  30ft.  by  20ft.  was  built  and  set  apart  for  Divine 
ip  on  November  21st,  1897.  It  is  somewhat 
iting  to  know  that  three  of  these  four  churches  were 
ted  by  the  same  minister.  Otaki,  I^evin,  and 
i&VL  were  each  opened  by  a  sermon  from  the 
J.  8.  Harper,  who  has  shown  great  interest  in  the 
pcment  and  growth  of  the  Circuit. 


A  Parsonasre 

le  next  requisite.     In  1890  a  site  of  five  acres  in 

was  donated   for  this  purpose  by  Messrs.  Prouse 

»rft     In  1^98,  there  being  a  difficulty  in  providing 


residences  for  married  ministers,  the  Otaki  Circuit,  though 
not  legally  due,  was  asked  to  provide  a  residence,  and 
willingly  consented.  The  friends  diligently  set  to  work  to 
collect  subscriptions,  and  a  cottage  home  of  six  rooms  was 
built  at  a  cost  of  £260,  and  suitably  furnished.  Including 
this  there  has  been  within  the  last  eleven  years  Trust 
property  created  in  the  Circuit  of  the  value  of  over  £1200, 
with  less  than  £200  debt  on  the  whole.  Besides  the 
churches,  there  are  three  other  preaching  places,  at  which 
services  are  regularly  conducted.  The  minister  has  the  aid 
of  four  local  preachers  and  ten  Sunday-school  teachers. 
There  are  81  Church  members  and  450  attendants  on 
public  worship,  and  80  scholars  attending  the  three 
Sunday-schools.     From  the  beginning  there  have  been 

Zealous  Workers  and  Active  Supporters 

in  this  Circuit,  to  whom  the  success,  under  God,  is  due. 
Mr.  IVlcCullocli  is  a  native  of  Larne,  in  County  Antrim, 
Ireland  :  a  trusty  steward,  an  excellent  local  preacher, 
and  one  whose*  consistency  of  ch.aracter  wins  him  universal 
rpspect.  He  is  aided  and  supported  in  all  good  enterprises 
by  his  wife,  formerly  Miss  Crowther,  of  Wainui-o-mata. 
They  now  reside  in  Levin,  and  Mr.  11.  Prouse,  one  of 
Mrs.  McCulloch's  old  scholars,  is  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  there,  while  she  takes  a  class  under  his 
charge.  ^Mr.  J.  W.  Gower,  who  joined  the  Church  in 
Nelson  in  1858,  and  has  served  as  local  preacher  for 
thirty-two  years  in  Motueka,  Manawatu,  and  this  Circuit, 
also  lives  at  Levin,  and  having  his  time  at  his  own 
disposal,  devotes  nmch  of  it  to  the  advancement  of  the 
Church's  inter(\st.  Messrs.  V\.  and  J.  Prouse,  converted 
at  the  Waiimi  Church,  and  becoming  members  during  the 
Kev.  G.  S.  Harper's  ministry  in  the  Hutt,  are  both  local 
preachers,  and  thciv  and  their  wives  arc  earnest  helpers, 
Mrs.  K.  Prouse  discharging  the  duties  of  Organist.  In 
the  other  places  in  the  Circuit  Messrs.  Drewitt,  Bennett, 
and  otiiers  Cinulate  their  zeal,  while  an  addition  has 
recently  b(»eii  mado  to  tiie  strength  of  the  I^vin  Church 
by  Messrs.  Adkin  and  W.  Clark  taking  up  their  residence 
there.  For  some  years  Mr.  Leonard  Kirk  also  lived  in 
Otaki,  and  served  as  a  local  preacher,  but  he  has  since 
removed  to  Opotiki.  The  Kev.  H.  K.  P>ellhousc  is  the 
minister  in  charg(\  Horn  in 
Yorkshire,  he  came  to  the 
Colony  at  an  early  age, 
and,  having  worked  accept- 
ably as  a  local  preacher, 
was  recommended  to  the 
ministry  by  the  Auck- 
land Quarterly  Meeting. 
After  a  term  at  Three 
Kings  College,  he  was 
sent  to  commence  the 
work  at  Stratford,  and 
has  since  served  in  the 
Christchurch  Circuit.  He 
is  a  good  student,  has 
decided  gifts  as  a  preacher, 
and  in  this  Circuit  has  a 
splendid  field,  and  a  band 
of  faithful  men  and  women 
to  stand  by  hiiin  vrl\o  «kX^ 

eager  to  \\c\^. 
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OTAKI  CIRCUIT   OFFICE-BEARERS. 


M 


CJV^' 


Mr.  J.  Prousk,  Lkvin. 


Mrs.  J.  Prouse,  Levin. 


p..  r^^_i9 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Prousk,  Lkvin. 


AfB.  J.   W.  GowKR,  Levis. 
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THE  CONNEXIONAL  NEWSPAPER. 


<y< 


SVERY  organised  and  vigorous  Church  a  newspaper 
s  a  necessity.  Pulpits  may  be  well  supplied  and 
pastoral  work  thoroughly  done,  hut  tliere  is  needed 
J«o  a  medium  of  communication  between  the 
congregations.  Especially  is  this  true  of  the 
list  Church.  The  maintenance  of  the  Connexional 
etween  the  several  circuits,  the  itinerancy  of  the 
y,  and  the  family  feeling  which  prevail,  all  make  it 
re  requisite,  lieports  of  Synods  and  Conferences 
5rly  looked  for.     The  work  of  former  pastors  in  n(?w 

spheres  is  scanned 
with  interest  by  their 
o  1  d  friends.  For 
advocacy  of  general 
Church  enterprises, 
and  information  and 
guidance  on  matters 
of  public  interest, 
the  Church  paper  is 
invaluable.  Without 
it  no  Church  at  pre- 
sent can  wield  its 
lei'itimate  influence. 


TE  Rev.  J.  Armitaqe, 


How  the  Demand 
has  been  met. 

77/*'  Arnnni((n  Mwi- 
azinr^  published  by 
John  Wesley,  was  a 
packed  and  interesting  compendium.  After  more 
,  century's  life,  as  The  Wfshj/an  Mi'thoilist  Maf/azuu', 
tains  its  vigour  and  reputation.  Later  on,  in 
id,  Thi'  Watchman  newspaper  appeared,  and,  after  a 
career,  was  superseded  by  The  MeOwiUst  Recimhr, 
lore  recently  has  had  an  active  competitor  in  The 
HM  Times.  Both  admirably  serve  British  Methodism, 
wh  department  of  the  Church's  enterprise  has  its 
rgan  in  addition.  American  Methodism  liberally 
ises  its  newspapers  from  Church  Funds,  and  The 
Ian  Aflvocates  of  New  York  and  Nashville  are  in  the 
•ank  of  religious  journalism.  Small  but  well-edited 
were  started  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne  in  the  early 
and  Australian'  Methodists  coming  to  settle  in 
land  brought  specimens  and  secured  subscril^ers. 


New  Zealand*s  Own  Turn 
afcer.  It  was  ditHcult  to  start  one,  with  any  hope  of 
5,  owing  to  the  want  of  a  commanding  centre. 
i  originally  in  localities  widely  separate  from  each 
there  was  little  community  of  ititerest.  Provincial 
sies  were  strong  There  was  a  time  when  the 
ra9  in  the  Auckland  District  were  more  in  sympathy 


with  Sydney  than  with  Otago,  and  those  of  the  latter 
province  were  more  in  touch  with  Melbourne.  These  facts 
made  the  want  of  a  welding  force  more  apparent,  but 
rendered  the  undertaking  very  hazardous.  In  the  early 
forties  an  interdenominational  paper,  called  The  Kranf/clist, 
was  issued.  To  this  the  Wesleyan  Missionaries 
contributed.  They  also  circulated  English  papers  and 
periodicals,  but  a  generation  was  to  pass  before  New 
Zealand  had  its  own  Methodist  paper. 

The  First  Attempt  Made  by  a  Layman. 

Thirty  yeais   ago    Mr.  Armitage  was   a   partner   in    a 
printing  firm  in  Christchurch.     In  his    native  count}'  of 
Yorkshire,  he  had  become  a  local  preacher.     He  was  of  an 
enquiring  mind,  well  read,  and  devotedly^  attached  to  the 
Church,     lie   recognised   the  power  of  the  Press,  and  in 
1S70  started   a    monthly  newspaper  called  The   Christian 
(fhserver.     It  was  a  news  quarto  of  sixteen  pages,  and  the 
price  charged  was  sixpence.     The  table  of  contents  shows 
liow   wide  was  the  range.     It  comprises  original  articles, 
select4?d    biographies,     correspondence,    reviews,    clippings 
from    new    books,    poetry,    items    for    the    children,    and 
miscellaneous.     Two  pages  were  devoted  to  news  from  all 
the  Protestant  Churches  of  the  Colony,  and  notes  from 
other   lands.     The   twelve  issues  contain    reviews  of  tho 
lives  of  the  Revs.  I).  J.  Draper  and  T.  Collins.     There  are 
thoughtful    articles    cm    "  The   Revision    of    the    English 
Bible,"  and  strong  polemical  ones  on  the  offensive  phrase, 
"Dissenting  Ministers,"  also  on  "Episcopal  In  tolerance,"and 
'^  Apostolic  Succession.''     The  murder  of  the  Rev.  W.  Hill 
by  a  convict  at  Pentiidge,  Victoria,  and  of  Mr.  Whiteley  by 
the  Maoris  at  White 
Cliffs    are     startlitig 
items.  Churchexten- 
sion  is  marked  by  ad- 
ditional ministers  be- 
ing sent  to  Auckland, 
Shortland,  Christ- 
church,    Springston, 
Timaruand  Hokitika 
The  building  of  new 
churches  at  Dunedin 
and  Balclutha  is  an- 
nounced.    There  are 
several  obituaries  of 
piominent  members. 
The    correspondence 
column  was  also  well 
filled,  and  the  whole 
paper  very  readable. 
By    this    pubUca- 
t\ou    "Mr.    XvTcvW^^^ 
served    \\\e>    CWtc\v 
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well.  It  was  recognised  that  ho  was  a  man  of  conspicuous 
ability,  and  a  few  years  later,  although  a  married  man  and 
in  mid-life,  he  was  received  into  the  ministry,  and  stationed 
successively  at  Oamaru,  Kaiapoi,  and   Leeston.     J>uring 


Manakau  Church. 


all  these  years  his  literary  tastes  were  cultivated.  He 
contributed  original  stories  and  articles  to  both  Colonial 
and  American  Methodist  papers.  His  untimely  deatli  in 
the  wreck  of  the  Tarania,  in  April,  ISSl,  was  greatly 
mourned.     We  are  glad  to  present  his  portrait. 


**Thc  New  Zealand  Wesleyan*' 

was  of  the  same  form,  size,  and  price  as  Tfn'  Christian 
Obsercer,  which  it  succeeded.  Unlike  it,  however,  it  was 
distinctly  denominational.  It  met  the  needs  of  the 
Church  for  about  thirteen  years.  For  the  first  six  the 
Rev.  A.  R.  Fitchett  (now  Depn  Fitchctt,  of  Dunedin)  wjls 
Editor,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Wallis  being  associated  with  him 
for  the  last  twelve  months.  The  itinerancy  then 
necessitated  a  change.  For  two  years  it  was  in  the  hands 
of  this  writer,  then  Mr.  Armitage  took  up  the  work  for 
two  years  more.  On  his  lamented  death,  Messrs.  Simmonds 
and  Taylor  conducted  it  for  twelve  months,  wh.m 
Mr.  Morley  was  reappointed.  On  his  being  called  to 
departmental  work  the  following  year,  Mr.  Crump  took 
his  place. 

The  Rev.  A.  R.  Fitchett  was  a  man  of  gi*eat  versatility 
of  talent.  He  had  also  a  strong  vein  of  satire.  Personally, 
however,  he  was  genial  and  popular.  This  enabled  him  to 
securp  a  number  of  contributors,  and  as  The  Wedeyan  was 
the  only  non-episcopal  paper  in  the  colony,  ministers  of 
other  churches  gladly  helped.  Among  the  earliest  writers 
were  the  Revs.  W.  J.  Habens  (Congregationalist)  and 
A.  Douglas  (Presbyterian).  The  liev,  J.  Williams, 
Baptist  Minister  of  Dunedin,  also  contributed  a  series  of 
valuable  articles  on  "Mis-read  Texts,*'  and  J.  W.  Wallis 
gave  his  "Impressions  of  Missionary  Life  in  Polynesia." 
For  young  people  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Harper  wrote  in  lively 
style  **  The  Story  of  the  Gospel  Among  the  Maoris."  The 
Editor  never  spared  himself,  and  his  contributions  were  of 
the  most  vigorous  kind.  In  a  controversy  with  The  Church 
JVeu»  on  " OixUnatioB,"  the  figment  of  apostolic  auecesaioTi 
WAS  mtbleaaly  exposed,  and  its  exponents  bad  a^rr^  time. 


A  leader  on  "  Hymn  Book  Revision  "  presents  a  i 
not  yet  attained.  The  then  new  question  of  "  En 
was  handled  with  distinct  ability,  and 
Representation"  and  "Methodist  Union,"  both 
be<x)me  burning  questions,  were  earnestly  ad 
Mr.  Buller,  while  residing  in  England  for  two 
years,  sent  a  newsy  letter  by  each  month's  mail,  w1 
greatly  enjoyed. 


Later  Editors  and  Contributora. 

During  Mr.  Morley's  term  "  An  Observer's  J 
by  Johannes,  were  greatly  relished.  A  series  of  **\ 
of  French  Protestantism  "  and  "  Recollections  of 
Preachers,"  by  two  ministers,  afterwards  to 
Presidents,  proved  exceedingly  interesting.  Mr.  i 
discovered  in  the  author  of  "The  Harvest  of 
Eye "  one  who  was  afterwards  to  occupy  the 
chair.  It  seems  strange  that  only  in  1880  were 
Thanksgiving  Services  initiated  in  the  Wesleyan  i 
of  the  Colony.  In  the  following  year  thei-c  was  a 
fight  for  a  separate  Conference  for  New  Zealai 
Rev.  A.  Reid  enriched  the  paper  by  letters  from  j 
and  from  the  Ecunemical  Council  in  Great  Britaj 
thoughtful  articles  of  Mr.  Fairclough,  on  the 
Version  of  the  English  Bible,  were  moat 
Mr.  Crump's  well-known  love  for  music  enabled 
secure  a  series  of  capital  articles  on  "  Mtisie 
Churches."  Looking  back  on  the  thirteen  yeav 
which  The  Wedeifan  was  issued,  interesting  and 
items  are  disclosed.  "  F.W.L"  wrote  modest  pai 
on  "Temperance";  "J.H.S."  contributed  able  pi 
"  Holiness."  An  editor  that  was  to  be,  pokes  fm 
town  of  Stratford,  with  its  ten  thousand  aJlotOM 
three  of  them  sold.  "  Oliver  Martext  "  quizzes  i 
class  of  religionists  on  "  End  of  the  Worldian 
massacre  of  Native  teachers  in  the  then  recently  ooi 
mission  at  New  Britain  is  chronicled. 

"The    New   Zealand   MethodUt.** 

As  the  Church  grew  and  extended,  it  was  fid 
monthly  periodical  was  no  longer  adequate  to  itsnc 

It  was  resolved  to  publish  the  paper  weekly  in  I 
commercial  depres- 
sion prevented  this 
until  July  of  the  fol- 
lowing year.  It  was 
then  issued  in  the 
form  of  a  royal  quarto 
of  eight  pages,  which 
a  few  months  later 
were  increased  to 
twelve.  The  price 
was  fixed  at  3d,  and 
space  was  provided 
for  Primitive  and 
Methodist  Free 
Church  reports.  The 
Rev.  W.  J.  Williams 
was  appointed  to  the 
Editorship.  For  nine 
years  he  occupied  the 
position  with  great 
ability.  Wielding  a 
facile  pen  himself, 
and  quick  to  detect 
WXatwc'^     m^r\.v    ^^      Uv  Jamis  Wood. 
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provided  for  his  readei-s  a  royal  banquet.  One  of  tlie 
features  lu  introduced  was  "The  Sketcher,"  under  which 
he  gave  a  compact  account  of  the  life  and  labours  of  ni(;n 
and  women  who  had  done  si^jnal  service.  Many  of  these 
were  taken  from  the  Xashvillr  AdvocaU',  and  it  is  an  open 
secret  that  the  best  were  written  by  Hisliop  Fitsi^erald. 
As  w(?  turn  over  its  pa;;;<.'s  we  find  racy  accounts  of 
r»ishop  Hannin^ton  and  Charles  Finney,  Peter  Cartwri«;cht 
and  Sister  Dora,  Father  Taylor  and  Sfjuire  l>rooke, 
Whitfield  an<l  Wesley,  of  Mungo  Park,  General  Gordon, 
Earl  Shaftesbury,  1>V.  Dale,  Mrs.  Bo«»th,  and  Principal 
Tulloch  :  and  annmg  Australians,  Drs.  Ikn'an  and 
Kelynack,  an<l  Jimrny  Jeli'rey,  a  famous  local  preaciier.  His 
leaders  marked  passini^  events  and  topics  of  the  time,  and 
sometimes  had  moi-t  striking  titles.  "  A  Study  in  Scarlet  " 
was  appropriate  for  the  account  of  the  Salvation 
Army  ";  **  Poison  in  Print  " 
dealt  with  Vi/etelly's  pro- 
duction of  Zola's  works  in 
English.  Social  ([uestions 
were  discussed.  "  Women's 
Franchise,"  *'A  Law  of 
Divorce,*'  and  "Th<'  Man  you 
are  Going  to  Vote  for  "  were 
specimens.  *'  The  Red  Hat  " 
recalls  the  enthronement  of 
Canlinal  Moran  in  Sydney, 
whih?  '*  TIk;  Moravian  J5ro- 
therhood  ''  was  a  strong 
contrast.  TemjKMance  and 
Temperance;  legislation  v.cre 
earnestly  a<lvocated.  J>y 
powerful  articles  on  Method- 
ist I'nion,  the  Editor  ificurred 
wlium,  but  greatly  advanced 
the  cause.  Sermons  of 
popular  preacluM's  w(^re  also 
reproduced.  It  fell  to 
Mr.  Williams'  lot  to  announce 
th4;  late  Mr.  E-usly's  gift 
and  legacy,  also  {\\v  l*robert 
Betpiest.  H(^  had  the  further 
distinction  of  printing  the 
Rev.  S.  Ironside's  interesting 
reminiscences  of  the  Maori 
Mission  hi  New  Zealan<l.  The 
Rev.  W.  Sla<le  wrot<^  a  series 
of  papers  "About  Fiji,"  and 
"MoreAboutFiji."  "G.T.M." 
debated    philosophic    and 

doctrinal  subjects.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  in  the  thirty 
years  of  New  Zealand  journalism  no  editor  has  occupied 
the  position  with  greater  credit  to  himself,  or  more 
advantage  to  the  Connexion,  than  Mr.  Williams.  In 
1891  the  size  and  form  of  the  ])aper  were  once  more 
changed  to  that  which  is  now  used — crown  folio.  After 
a  lenythy  discussion,  the  Conference  of  \^{)'l  resolved  to 
reduce  the  price  of  the  paper  to  Id,  but  this  was  not 
effected  until  four  months  aftvr. 

Mr.  Williams's  Successor 

was  the  Rev.  P.  W.  Fairclough,  who,  for  six  years,  carriird 
on  the  work  with  the  assistance  of  Messrs.  J>uttle,  l5rooke, 
and  Lawry  at  different  timers.  Several  changes  were 
introduced.  One  notable  feature  was  a  column  of  "Table 
Talk,"  in  wliicli  matters  not  suHiciently  important  for  a 
full  article  could  be  lightly  touched  upon.  *•  Notes  and 
Comments"  aflTorded  a  convenient  vehicle  for  discussing 


Kfiglish       Vi  vangelist, 


Hkv.   J.   CkL'MI',  h'i-Prt\<nIrnf. 


passing  events.  For  the  boys,  the  new  editor  catered  in  a 
most  attractive  fashion.  The  telescope  was  described,  and 
his  own  studies  of  astronomy  gave  him  the  material  for 
interesting  papers  on  **The  M(K)n,"  "Saturn,''  and  other 
planets.  In  1895  several  articles  on  "Economics" 
appeared,  bearing  the  tithjs  "  The  Causes  of  Depression," 
"  The  Science  of  Wages,"  "  Interest  and  Profit,"  "How  to 
Increase  Wealth,"  "Possession,"  etc.  In  lucid  language 
these  weie  described,  and  the  publication  was  most  useful. 
The  editor  also  contributed  "Cross  Lights  on  Scripture 
Texts,"  and  obtained  from  a  number  of  ministers  in  the 
Colony  papers  on  "My  First  Sermon."  Sermons  by  New 
Zealand  preachers  were  also  published,  and  the  satiric 
humour  of  "Oliver  Martext"  came  out  in  quaint  paragraphs. 
Th(*  visit  and  work  of  the  Kev.  Thomas  Cook,  the 
w(»n»  sympathetically  described. 
Original,  f:;arless,  a  master  of 
Knglish,  and  not  sparing  his 
opponents,  Mr.  Fairclough 
did  good  service,  though  the 
restriction  as  to  space,  when 
the  number  of  pages  was 
lessened,  greatly  hampered 
him.  During  his  t^rm  the 
name  was  changed  from  7y«' 
Jfrthodiift  to  The  Advocate. 


Tlie  Present  Editor 

is  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Oliver- 
At  the  Conference  of  ISDS  he 
was  appointed  Superintendent 
of  the  Wellington  Circuit, 
and  Chairman  of  that  Dis. 
trict,  while  on  his  broad 
shoulders  was  placed  the  bur- 
den of  Editorship.  Fortunately 
he  was  inured  to  toil,  and 
not  unaccustomed  to  literary 
work.  His  first  leaders  were 
on  ''The  Itinerant  System" 
aful  "The  New  Catechism." 
That  his  sympathies  were 
not  confined  to  his  own  de- 
nominaiion  was  proved  in  those 
that  followed,  on  "  The  Social 
Problem,"  and  "The  Secret 
History  of  the  Oxford  Move- 
ment.'  Interest  has  been 
enhanced  <Iuring  the  past  year 
by  the  publishers  furnishing 
Thes(?     b(  gan    with     "  Wedding 


excellent    illustrations. 

Hells,"  and  wen^  ft)llt>we(l  by  views  of  Prince  Albert 
C()llege.  Since  then  there  b.ave  aj)peared  photos  of 
Mr.  an<l  Mrs.  Wallis,  the  Foreign  Mission  Deputation, 
and  of  Mrs.  Harrison  Lee,  La<ly  Stout,  and  Miss  Willard, 
showing  the  int<'rest  of  the  Church  in  Temperance  work. 
Some  oltl  New  Z(»aland  scenes  have  also  been  produced, 
and  vi(!ws  of  churches  and  })ar^onages,  with  portraits  of 
ministers  and  laymen,  have  been  given. 

The  Business  Management 

of  the  paper  has  b(H»n  almost  as  varied  as  the  talents  of  its 
Editt)rs.  77*/'  Chrisf'mn  Ohst-rirr  was  the  private  property 
of  Messrs.  Armitage  and  Smith.  The  ex])e!iditure  of 
The  JVi'ir  Zealand  ]\'esL'f/an  wiXH  guaranteed  first  by  the 
Canterbury  District  M^^a^Uvvv^,  "svawV  nXw^w  \vj  ^\>si  ^v^^^ 
Zea\ai\i\  Cvmlv^n^iu^vi.  ^Vv.  ivv.\v\vi^  ^v^^A  ^v^^v^x'^^  ;^^^' 
New  Zadau.l   MctK.ulul  lo\  Ww^^i  ^s^vvt'*.,  v>xA  s^^n^  ^  x^xnj,^ 
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amount  of  labour  to  make  it  a  financial  success,  several 
times  travelling  from  end  to  end  of  the  Colony.  This 
responsibility  was  taken  over  from  Mr.  Wood  by  the  New- 
Zealand  Methodist  Company,  under  whose  direction  it  was 
published  for  several  years  more,  being  printed  during  that 
time  first  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Anthony,  Sellars  and  Company, 
and  afterwards  by  Messrs.  Russell  and  Willis.  From  June, 
1894,  to  December,  1S98,  the  place  of  publication  was 
Dunedin,  Messrs.  Wilkie  and  Company  having  the  business 
management,  but  publishing  on  behalf  of  a  Committee 
appointed  by  Conference.  I>uring  the  last  twelve  months 
MevSsrs.  McKee  and  Co.,  of  Wellington,  have  taken  their 
places.  The  Empire  City  being  more  central  for  distribution, 
and  the  publishers  sparing  no  pnins  to  push  the  enterprise, 
it  may  be  conHdently  hojH'd  that  a  financial  success  is 
now  within  sight.  For  tiw  i(ieater  part  of  the  term  the 
Editorial  work  has  been  done  gratuitously,  but  recently  a 
small    honorarium    has    l)eeii 

yearly  handed   to  tiie   l-^diloi'  — 

from  the  Contingent  Fund. 

The  Objects  and  Aims 

of  the  paper,  whether  as 
Observer,  \\'esh't/aHy  Mitlwdist, 
or  Advovatey  were  concisely 
put  by  Mr.  Fairclough  when 
taking  charge. 

"  It  will  advocate  the  King- 
dom of  God  among  men.  It 
will  advocate  evangelical 
Christianity  and  practical 
righteousness.  As  its  sub- 
title indicates,  it  is  the  organ 
of  the  Wesleyan  Church.  It 
will  advocate  the  opinions 
and  rights  of  that  body  ;  but 
it  desires  a  league  offensive 
and  defensive  with  every  sol- 
dier of  Christ.  It  will  claim 
the  right  to  criticise  and  to 
object.  It  will  speak  with 
such  vigour  and  clearness  as 
it  can  command  ;  but  it  hopes 
not  to  forget  that  the  points 
of  contact  and  union  among 
Christians  are  much  more  nu- 
merous than  those  in  which 
they  differ.  The  Advocate  will 
stand  by  the  oppressed  ;  it 
will  be  on  the  side  of  re- 
form,   and    be    the  friend  of 

philanthropy.  It  will  speak  out  for  Temperance  ;  it  will 
advocate  Missions  ;  it  will  be  helpful  to  the  young.  It 
will  provide  a  Christian  Endeavour  department,  atid  will 
Help  Sunday-schools  and  Mutual  Improvement  Societies  as 
it  finds  occasion.  It  will  provide  a  serial  tale,  and  devote 
a  page  weekly  to  a  sermon.  It  will  contain  a  wide  range 
of  news,  a  great  variety  of  selected  articles  and  pithy 
extracts.  It  will  endeavour  to  be  useful  in  the  home, 
and  will  not  be  blind  to  the  science  and  thought  of  the  time." 

Attainment. 

That  it  has  accomplished  all  at  which  it  aimed  cannot 

bo    affirmed,    but    a    review    of    its    pages   justifies    the 

ei}dor«eroent  of  Mr.  Editor  Williams  in  his  valedictory. 

**To    a     very  considerable    extent   it   has   succeeded    in 

guiding  the  thought  of  the  reading  Methodibt  public  iuto 


llkv.  P.  W.  Fairclough,  Ei-I 


healthful  channels.  Its  columns  have  been  thrown 
open  to  a  full  and  free  discussion  of  wliatever  has  appeared 
to  its  contributors  to  be  of  interest  and  importance  in  its 
bearing  on  the  work  of  the  Church,  and  no  one  can  say 
that  the  result  has  been  otherwise  than  l)eneticial. 
From  month  to  month  it  has  found  its  wa}'  to  many 
hundreds  of  Methodist  homes  in  New  Zealand  ami 
elsewhere,  and  has  been  received  as  a  welcome  guest.  It 
has  enshrined  the  memories  of  no  small  number  of  the 
sainted  dead.  It  has  borne  record  of  the  high  activities  of 
the  devoted  living.  It  has  vibrated  to  the  deepest  pulsf- 
beats  of  the  world  in  its  relation  to  Christ  as  King.  It  has 
echoed  to  the  shouts  of  the  heralds  upon  the  mountains,  who 
have  exulted  at  the  spreading  triumphs  of  the  Redeemer." 

II     Literary  Activity. 

Quite  one-half  of  the  ministers   of   the  Church  in  this 
Colony   have    at    times    been  contributors    tu    the    pajxr. 

Numbers  of  laymen  have  alsu 
-^^^  expressed    their  views   in  the 

"\  Correspondence  Column.    It*^ 

yond  this  the  literary  pnxiuc 
tions  of  the  Church  have  betu 
few.  Pioneer  work  in  a  colony 
leaves  little  time  for  writing. 
The  Rev.  I.  Harding  printed 
a  pungent  criticism  on  **  Apos- 
tolic Succession,"  .  and  the 
letters  of  the  Rev.  H.  II. 
Turton  on  '*  Sacerdotalism  " 
had  a  wide  currency.  Messrs. 
Huddle  and  Warren  gave  in 
Auckland  lectures  on  "The 
Maori  Race"  and  "The  Maori 
War,"  which  had  ati  extensi\e 
circulation.  The  Rev.  J.  duller 
(luring  his  residence  in  f^ng- 
land,  l)rought  <»ut  a  book  (»f 
50U  pages  entitled  **  Forty 
Years  in  New  Zealand."  In 
a  pleasant  chatty  ftishion  he 
gives  therein  an  acct)unt  of  the 
Maoris  and  Missions  amon;; 
them,  and  a  Sketch  of  the 
Colony  and  the  Churches 
generally.  Messrs.  Bull  and 
Morley  each  published,  by 
Conference  request,  lectures 
delivered  before  that  body  on 
''  The  Aggressive  and  Conser- 
vative Forces  of  Meth(xlisui, 
tested  by  Fifty  Years  of  Colo- 
nial Experience"  and  "The  Doctrinal  and  Ecclesijistical 
Position  of  tlic  jNIethodist  Church."  A  few  years  since  the 
Revs.  D.  McNicoll  and  (Jarland  crossed  swords  in  lectures  on 
"Historical  Criticism  an<l  the  Old  Testament,"  and  these 
were  followed  by  one  on  the  same  subject  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Allen. 
The  ]{ev.  W.  I».  Marten  is  known  as  the  author  of  a  poem 
entitled  "Christ  Weeping  over  Jerusalem."  The  Rev. 
J.  T.  Pinfold  has  laid  the  Church  under  obligation  by  his 
"Jubilee  Index  and  Union  Index."  In  the  latter  is  a  HnI 
of  the  appointments  made  to  all  the  New  Zealand  Circuits 
and  Stations  from  the  beginning  of  the  Mission  until  1S9G. 
The  appointments  of  each  minister  are  chronicletl.  The 
names  of  all  Presidents  and  Secretaries  of  the  Conference, 
and  of  ministers  who  have  died  in  the  Colony,  and  their 
tevuA?.  *^l  ^v'v\\v:^^  w.\<i  v^.W^  s>\^Y^io<l.     In  yeai-s  to  come  thijj 
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^OR  purposes  of  Church  government  three  of  the 
P)     former  Provinces  of  New  Zealand  are  included  in 

"^'"^  this  District  —  Marlborough  and  Westland  being 
associated  with  Nelson  itself.     None  of  these  have 

the  large  areas  of  agricultural  land  which  are  to  be  found 

in  the  North  Island,  or  in  the  more  southerly  Provinces. 

Broken,  hilly  country  is  common,  rising  in  many  cases  to 


Pen  and  Tnk  Skktc  m  df  First  Cihrch,  N'klsun. 

precipitous,  rugged,  and  barren  mountains.  Consecjuently 
large  districts  are  occupied  as  sheep-iuns  only.  The 
mineral  wealth  of  Nelson  and  Westland  is  considerable, 
and  in  Marlborough  gold  has  been  found.  In  each  of 
these  Provinces  there  has  at  times  been  great  excitement 
about  mining,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  vast  treasures 
are  still  hidden,  needing  only  Capital,  and  patient,  skilled 
labour  to  secure  them.  A  large  timber  trade  has  been 
carried  on  at  Pelorus  Sound  for  forty  years.  More  recently 
there  have  been  developements  of  this  kind  in  Westland, 
and  the  sawmills  between  Hokitika  and  Grey  mouth  turn 
out  large  quantities,  the  bulk  of  which  is  exported.  The 
character  of  the  country  in  many  places  prevented  close 
settlement,  while  in  Marlborough,  where  there  are  breadths 
of  farming  land,  they  are  held  for  grazing  purposes  on 
leases  not  yet  expired.  This  has  necessitated  the  younger 
generation  finding  homes  elsewhere,  and  not  a  few 
Nelsonians  are  to  be  found  on  the  West  Coast  of  the 
North  Island,  while  tha  population  of  the  older  settlements 
is  stationary,  or  even  declining.  These  Provinces,  however, 
iiave  left  their  mark  on  the  history  of  New  Zealand. 
From  Nelson  have  come  some  of  the  most  eminent 
Parliamentarians  and  Statesmen.  Sir  David  Monro,  the 
Hons.  E.  Stafford  and  W.  Fox,  the  Richmonds,  and 
Mr.  A.  Saunders  were  men  of  conspicuous  ability  and  true 
patriotism.  The  day-school  system,  first  started  in  Nelson 
Province,  was  the  precui*sor  of  the  present  plan  of  general 
education  in  the  Colony,     The  incoming  of  thousands  of 


miners,  in  the  prime  of  their  manhood,  to  Westland  at  the 
time  of  the  gold  discoveries  tended  largely  to  New 
Zealand's  progress. 

Eight  Circuits  and  two  Home  Mission  Stations  have 
been  established  in  the  District,  and  there  is  also  a  Maori 
Mission  in  the  Wairau.  Twenty-three  churches  have  been 
erected,  and  twenty-nine  other  preaching  places  are 
regularly  occupied.  Nine  ministers  are  aided  by  two 
Home  Missionaries  and  thirty-one  local  preachers.  In 
twenty-four  Sunday-schools  199  teachers  have  under  their 
ciiarge  1744  scholars.  In  the  pastoral  oversight  of  the 
849  members,  the  ministers  are  assisted  by  eighteen  class 
leaders.  The  total  number  of  attendants  is  reported  to  be 
4771.  In  the  following  sketches  of  the  Circuits,  it  will  be 
seen  that  stecady  and  solid  work  has  been  done  by  the 
pioneers  and  those  who  followed  them,  and  that  some 
notable  victories  over  the  forces  of  evil  have  been  won. 


NELSON    CIRCUIT 

is  what  is  known  in  Methodist  parlance  as  a  .solitary 
station.  There  is  only  one  church,  and  not  even  a  single 
preaching  place  attached.  For  many  years  the  minister 
residing  there  had  the  charge  practically  of  the  Province, 
and  preached  and  pastorised  diligently  in  what  are  now 
known  as  the  three  Circuits  of  Nelson,  Richmond,  and 
Motueka.  Nelson  City  has  always  been  looked  upon  as 
an  attractive  place  of  residence.  The  lato  Rev.  S.  Ironside 
says  :  "  For  those  who  love  a  (juiet  and  peaceable  life,  out 
of  the  huily-burly  which  generally  prevails  in  great  cities. 
Nelson  is  one  of  the  most  favoured  places  in  the  world. 
The  stormy  winds  of  the  Straits  seldom  find  their  way  to 
the  bottom  of  Blind 
Bay.  On  the  eastern 
side  of  this,  em- 
bosomed in  the  hills 
which  surround  it 
on  all  sides,  save 
that  which  looks  out 
on  the  still  waters  of 
the  Bay,  Nelson  sits 
in  (jueenly  indiffer- 
e  n  c  e  to  outride 
worries.  Its  climate 
is  ever  calm  and 
equable.  Summers 
are  enj(»yable,  and 
winters  mild ;  the 
range  of  the  thermo- 
meter being  less  by 
far  than  any  of  the 
other  parts  of  New 
Zealand.  Its  scenery 
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The   First   Services 

in  this  favoured  city  were  held  by  Mr.  Ironside.  From 
his  station  at  Cloudy  Bay  he  visited  the  infant  settlement 
early  in  1842.  On  the  Sunday  he  preached  three  times — 
to  the  Maoris  in  the  morning,  and  afternoon  and  evening 
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Former  Church  and  Par.sona(;k,  Nklsox. 

to  the  nowly-.ar rived  settlers,  all  the  services  being 
conducted  in  the  open  air.  Most  of  the  settlers  were  then 
living  in  the  immigrants'  cottages  erected  by  the  New 
Zealand  Comp€an3^  These  formed  three  sides  of  a  scjuare, 
almost  immediately  opposite  the  present  cliurch  in  Hardy 
Street,  and  it  was  in  this  scjuare  that  JMr.  Ironside 
preached.  Mr.  Edward  Green,  subsequently  for  many 
years  a  local  preacher  and  oltice-bearer,  stood  by  his  side, 
and  found  lodging  for  the  missionary  in  his  bachelor 
quarters  of  two  rooms  near  the  Post  OtHce.  On  another 
visit  Mr.  Ironside  preached  on  the  banks  of  tlie  Maitai,  and 
states  that  shouts  of  joy  arose  from  earnest  Christians  in 
the  congregation  while  the  service  proceeded. 


"A  Band  of  Men  who^e  Hearts  God  had 
Touched." 

Among  the  earliest  arrivals  were  several  earnest  members 
of  the  Church.  Even  before  Mr.  Aldred's  visit  they  had 
not  "forsaken  the  assembling  of  themselves  together,"  but 
in  the  new  land  to  which  they  came  had  witnessed  for 
Christ.  The  late  Mr.  G.  W.  Lightband,  who  arrived  in 
the  Thomas  Harmson  on  the  24th  October,  1842,  says  : 
"  We  went  to  the  barracks — a  large  ranpo  building,  which 
stood  on  the  site  where  the  entrance  beacons  to  the  Port 
are  now  erected.  To  our  great  joy  we  found  among  the 
few  families  who  had  preceded  us  earnest  Christians,  and 
we  had  scarcely  entered  the  common  room  before  we  were 
singing  the  songs  of  Zion  in  the  form  of  Wesley's  hymns." 
These  hymns  have  been  rightly  described  as  '*  the  Liturgy 
of  the  Church,"  and  such  fellowship  in  song  has  always 
tended  not  a  littJe  to  a  united  Church,  as  well  as  to  keep 
it  pure  in  doctiine.  So  it  was  here.  Every  vessel  that 
arrived  added  to  tlu;  brotherhood.  Mr.  Lightband  notes 
particularly  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  (Ht/mpia  they 
were  singing  "  Come  to  Jesus,"  when  Mr.  Hough,  who  was 
among  the  newcomers,  entered,  and  heartily  joined  iti  the 
service.  Mr.  Hough  was  a  capable  local  preacher,  and  did 
good  service  in  the  years  afteiwards.  The  first  European 
service  was  probably  conducted  by  him.  It  was  held  in 
t//e  Jjouse  of  Mr.  Butler,  a,  house  built  of  toi-toi^  which 


stood  at  the  junction  of  Hardy  and  Tasman  Streets. 
Mr.  Hough's  text  was  "  There  shall  be  no  night  there," 
and  the  whole  service  was  most  impressive.  Among  those 
present  were  Messrs.  Mears,  Foy,  Campbell,  Humphries, 
Allen,  Jackson,  McEachen,  Gapper,  Hewitt,  Dodson,  the 
Hammond  Brothers,  Ladley,  and  their  wives.  The  first 
class  meeting  was  held  in  Mr.  Lightband 's  house,  which 
stood  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Maitai.  The  leader  was 
Mr.  T.  Foy  (father  of  Mr.  T.  H.  Foy,  of  Hawera),  and 
their  weekly  gatherings  were  greatly  enjoyed,  the  leaders 
consistent  conduct  and  judicious  counsel  helping  to  build 
them  up  in  their  most  holy  faith. 


The  First  Minister. 

In  March,  1843,  the  Rev.  J.  Aldre<l  arrived  to  take 
charge  of  the  European  Church  and  the  mission  to  the 
Natives.  All  the  Wesleyan  Natives  on  the  Blind  Bay 
side  of  Cook's  Strait  were  under  his  charge,  and,  a-s  at  one 
settlement  called  Horea,  in  D'Urville  Island,  just  previously 
forty  Natives  had  been  baptised  on  one  Sunday,  the 
number*  must  have  been  large.  Mr.  Aldred's  quiet, 
earnest,  and  diligent  labour  soon  commended  him  to  the 
affection  and  esteem  of  those  who  were  already  there,  and 
he  gained  their  lifelong  affection.  After  the  services  held 
in  Mr.  Butler's  house,  a  building  had  been  put  up  by 
public  subscription  as  a  place  of  worship  for  all 
denominations.  It  was  called  **  Ebenezer."  Thither  the 
Wesleyan  congregation  migrated.  Subsequently  Mr. 
Matthew  Campbell  built  a  large  brick  schoolroom,  and 
they  removed  to  that,  holding  there  preaching  services, 
also  chiss  and  prayer  meetings.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Aldred's 
arrival  he  applied  to  the  New  Zealand  Company  for  a 
church  site,  and  after  some  delay  an  acre  was  set  apart  for 
this  purpose,  whore  the  Customhouse  and  Messrs.  Cock 
and  Co.\s  warehouse  now  stand.  Within  two  months 
proposals  were  made  for  the  erection  of  a  church  thereon,  or, 
as  they  called  it  in  those  days,  a  chapel.  After  the  English 
fashion,  the  proposal  was  that  they  should  seat  it  with 
pews  for  fifty  persons,  and  provide  250  free  sittings. 
Mr.  Aldred's  journal  records,  with  great  minuteness,  the 
prices  at  which  they  could  obtain  the  materials.  Bricks 
are  (juotcd  at  £\  per  thousand,  timber  10s  per  hundred 
feet,  and  shingles  IGs  Gd  per  thousand.  The  church  was 
to  be  47ft.  by  'JTft.,  with  walls  12ft.  high.  It  is  recorded 
that  the   Police   Magistrate  tried  to   hinder  them  getting 
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the  best  position.  Difficulties  were,  however,  overcome ; 
the  foundation  stone  was  laid  by  Mr.  T.  Tuckett,  the  Chief 
Surveyor,  and  in  1845  the  church  was  duly  opened.  It 
seated  about  200  persons.  At  the  Dedication  Services  it 
was  crowded  to  the  utmost,  and  the  chronicler  states  that 
the  collection  and  profits  from  the  tea-meeting  "  were  as 
large  as  could  possibly  be  expected  for  those  times."  The 
Sunday  collections  were  £7  8s  8d.  The  Foreign  Mission 
had  given  a  grant  of  £60  for  the  erection,  and  after  some 
difficulty  the  minister  obtained  fioni  the  New  Zealand 
Company  a  grant  of  £125.  Those  sums,  with  the 
subsciiptions  obtained,  defrayed  the  entire  cost  (about 
£260).  It  fronted  Haven  Road,  which  runs  into  Bridge 
Street.  The  boys  of  the  period  watched  Mr.  Jackson  with 
great  interest  as  he  went  round  to  snuff  the  candles,  and 
were    delighted    when    he    snuffed    them    out.      We   are 


Nelson,  Stoke,  Spring  Creek,  Waimea  Village,  and 
Wakapuaka.  At  the  three  former  of  these,  services  were 
held  twice  a  day  on  Sunda}',  and  week-night  services  in 
addition,  and  at  the  latter  once  a  Sunday.  The  names  on 
the  Preacher's  Plan  are  Rev.  J.  Aldred,  Messrs.  Hough, 
Humphries,  Jackson,  Robinson,  Rile}^  Wallis.  A  year 
later  the  number  of  places  had  been  increased  by  three,  the 
additions  being  Appleby,  Maitai,  and  Motueka.  The 
preacher's  list  was  also  lengthened  by  the  names  of 
Messrs.  Mears,  A.  Jackson,  and  Burn.  After  six  years' 
faithful  service  Mr.  Aldred  was  removed  to  Wellington, 
and  a  farewell  address,  signed  by  the  otlice-bearers  on 
behalf  "  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Society  in  Nelson," 
speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  results  of  his  ministry. 


Mr.  Aldred's  Successor 
wus    file    Rev.    S,    Ironside,    thru    in    the    full   vigour  of 
maiiliood.      He  was   im  nble  prtviclier,  and  soiui  utti'iieted 
laigf    c'oti*;regaLiun!^.       Tii     letters    written    many    years 
alt-erwarcl?^5  he  sjicviki^  m  the  hi,^hest  leniis  of  ttio^e  who 
were  HHSoei^ted  wiib  him.    I^h\  1*.  (.InpptT,  Circuit  Steward, 
was  a  JMelliodist  frtitii  Simth  Pevertun,  in  Devonshire.     He 
liad  been  wounded  ut  the  Wairau 
MfiSi^tiere,  anrj   narruxsly  escaped 
w  i  th  [  1  i  s  1  i  f  e.  A I  r,  a  n  d  M  rs .  Hou  gh , 
from  Yorkshire,  were  most  earnest 
supporters,  and   llie  former *s  sur- 


St.  Jons'^  C\lvn^ii^  N 
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favouied  by  Mr,  T.  H,  Fuy  with  a 
sketch  of  this  buildiiiif,  and  a  euttiif;e 
erected  on  the  same  section,  where 
the  caretaker  resided.  After  the 
openings  a  Hunday  schcfol  was 
starter!,  /if  which  Mr.  Li^litband 
was     made     Bufierintendeut.      The 

Church  was  now  fully  organised.  Tlie  pew  rents  for  the 
firijt  year  are  reported  to  have  been  £35  10^,  and  the 
fii-st  contribution  from  the  class  in  September  was  19s  6d 
weekly  contributions,  and  16s  ticket  money.  A  year  later 
they  reached  £7.  A  Poor  Fund  was  also  established. 
Mr.  Aldred  proposed  to  the  General  Superintendent  to 
purchase  an  Jicre  of  land  with  a  house  thereon  for  X60,  but 
the  offer  was  not  taken  up.  This  was  unfortunate,  as 
eight  years  later  it  was  let  at  £40  per  annum,  and  sold  for 
£400.  Instead  of  this  a  site  was  obtained  in  Washington 
Valley,  and  a  small  parsonage  erected  thereon,  part  being 
weatherboard  and  part  having  mud  walls. 


Church  Extension 

was  diligently  promoted.  The  Circuit  Plan  for  June  to 
September,  1848,  which  is  still  preserved  in  manuscript, 
shows  the  following  places  where  services  were  conducted  : 


St.  John's  CnVRCU.—Inti  nor. 

mens  were  full  of  choice  ima^'cry.  John  Kiley  was  the  son 
of  an  English  Wesleyan  Minister,  earnest  and  devout.  He 
subsequently  removed  to  Motueka.  Mr.  Andrews  was 
acting-pastor  before  the  fiist  minister  arrived.  Mr. 
Hammond,  another  local  preacher,  was  the  uncle  of  the 
Rev.  T.  G.  Hammond,  devoted  and  beloved.  Besides  these 
were  Messrs.  J.  Hewitt,  from  Staffordshire,  and  Adam 
Jackson,  from  Stockport,  B.  Crisp,  an  out-and-out 
teetotaller  and  a  warm-hearted  friend,  who  still  survives, 
and  Messrs.  G.  Dodson  and  W.  Robinson,  who  removed 
to  the  Wairau.  Unfortunately,  trouble  arose  in  the 
Church.  The  Temperance  reformation  was  then  beginning, 
and  there  were  abstainers  who  occasionallY  w^^ce,  \ssRi^'^ 
zealous  tVvBJi  ^x\x"^<etv\.,    ^^tV^.^-^  \kv^\x  <^^^^\s3^>x\a.  ^^^'fs. -^^"^ 
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so  concUiatory  as  they  might  have  been.  At  any  rate, 
dissension  ensued.  The  abstainers  wished  to  have  non- 
intoxicating  wine  at  the  Lord's  Table.  This  was  bitterly 
oppojied.     Eventually  it  was  agi*eed  that  two  cups  should 

1^  be  used — one  of  each 
!^kind.  Thus  the  un- 
seemly spectacle  was 
presented  of  that 
which  should  have 
been  a  bond  of  union 
serving  only  to  em- 
bitter feeling  and 
produce  further  alie- 
nation. This  cast  a 
cloud  over  Mr.  Iron- 
side's later  ministry 
there,  and  some  of 
the  earnest  toilers  for 
a  while  gave  up  their 
work. 


A  New  Start 

was  made  when  the 
Rev.  John  Warren 
was  appointed  to  the 
Superintendency  in 
Mr.  B.  Crisp.  1857.       Naturally 

eloquent,  he  was 
blessed  with  an  excellent  memory,  and  possessed  great 
expository  power.  Many  of  his  sermons  were  exquisite 
mosaics  of  Scripture  texts  and  verses  from  Wesley's  hymns, 
and  being  delivered  with  great  freedom  his  ministry 
proved  exceedingly  attractive.  Large  congregations 
attended,  and  the  original  church  became  inadequate.  In 
1857  £400  was  paid  for  an  acre  site  in  Hardy  Street. 
The  old  church,  which  had  been  damaged  by  earthcjuakes, 
was  sold  with  the  sice  for  £1500  more.  This  second 
church  cost  dB2197.  The  foundation  stone  was  laid  by 
Mr.  D.  Sinclair,  and  the  building  opened  on  Waterloo  Day, 
June  18th,  1858.  Mr.  Warren  officiated.  On  the 
following  Sunday  the  preachers  were  Revs.  P.  Calder 
(Presbyterian)  and  T.  Thomas  (Baptist),  while  Mr.  Beatson, 
the  architect,  occupied  the  pulpit  in  the  afternoon.  It 
was  considered  a  triumph  of  architecture,  and  was  a  very 
neat  and  well-arranged  building.  The  tea  meeting  in 
connection  with  the  Dedicatory  Services  realised  the 
handsome  sum  of  dB102.  When  the  accounts  were  closed 
there  was  only  a  debt  of  £145.  The  Washington 
Valley  site  had  been  originally  held  for  school 
purposes.  Power  was  obtained  from  Parliament  to  vary 
the  Trust.  The  property  was  then  sold,  and  in  1864  the 
parsonage  shown  in  our  illustration  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
£548.  Shortly  afterwards  the  Sunday-school  at  the  rear 
of  the  church  was  erected.  The  Rev.  W.  Kirk  was  in 
charge  when  these  works  were  undertaken.  During  his 
ministry  the  church  was  filled  to  overflowing,  and  there 
was  an  almost  continual  revival.  To  accommodate  the 
increasing  congregations,  a  gallery  was  placed  across  the 
end  of  the  church,  and  at  once  filled.  In  1877  the 
schoolroom  was  enlarged  and  the  parsonage  repaired,  at  a 
cost  of  £290,  of  which  £200  were  borrowed.  In  1879 
the  parsonage  was  enlarged,  and  in  that  and  the  following 
years  a  considerable  sum  was  expended  in  improvements, 
whilst  further  additions  were  made  to  the  schoolroom  in 
JSSJ. 


St.  John'tf  Church. 

After  thirty  years*  occupation,  the  church  built  by 
Mr.  Warren  showed  signs  ei  decay,  and  it  was  determined 
that  a  new  and  larger  sanctuary  should  take  its  place. 
Plans  of  a  building,  70ft.  by  41ft.,  to  seat  550  persons, 
were  prepared,  and  the  foundation  stone  was  laid  by  the 
GJovernor  of  the  Colony  (Lord  Onslow)  on  September  24th, 
1889.  Six  months  later  the  building  was  completed,  and 
successful  opening  services  were  conducted  by  the 
Revs.  Oliver  and  Lee,  on  March  21st  and  23rd.  The 
"Messiah**  was  also  rendered  by  a  strong  choir  and 
orchestra,  and  a  soiree  held.  The  entire  cost  of  the 
church  was  £2230,  towards  which  £1050  were  raised,  and 
JB500  loaned  witliout  interest  by  the  Building  Fund. 
This  has  since  been  paid  off,  but  the  other  portion  of  the 
debt  is  still  owing.  An  excellent  organ  costing  £542  was 
also  imported,  the  responsibility  of  this  purchase  being 
undertaken  by  the  choir.  We  present  illustrations  of  the 
interior  and  exterior  of  this  building. 


Diligent  Workers. 

During  the  half  century  of  its  history  Nelson  has  been 
favoured  with  the  presence  and  help  of  active,  spiritually 
minded  men,  who  have  shown  by  diligent  attendance  and 
loving  service  their  attachment  to  the  Church  of  their 
choice.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lightband,  senior,  were  Methodists 
of  the  type  of  the  early  years  of  the  century,  delighting  in 
the  moans  of  grace  and   the  ordinances  of  God*8  House. 
The  late  Mr.  Blick  was  equally  earnest.     Mr.  R.  Lucas, 
whose    death    occurred    in    May,    1876,    was    a    Bristol 
Methodist,  and  brought  with  him  traditions  of  the  best 
days  of  the  Church  in  that  western  city.     For  many  yeai-s 
ho  filled  the  ollice  of  Circuit  Steward  with  great  acceptance 
and  was   the  minister's  right  hand.     Mr.  J.  H.  Cock,  a 
younger  man  and  a  later  arrival,  cultured  and  genial,  was 
equally  earnest  and  devoted.     Chastened  in  the  sch(K>l  of 
sorrow,     lie    was    a    friend     born     for    adversity.      The 
handsome  stained-glass  window  in  St.  John's  Church   is 
his  Memorial   to  the  wife  of  his  youth.     His  own  death, 
which   occurred  in  Wellington  a  few  years   later,  was  a 
distinct  loss   to  the  Church.     Mr.  Moorhouse  and  others 
were  also  willing  helpers.     Their  places  are  taken  in  the 
present  generation  by  Messrs.  Usher,  Haddow,  Bethwaite, 
Snodgrass,  Fleming,  C.  E.  Luxford,  Boon,  T.  Walker,  and 
Messrs.    A.    P.    and 
A.    A.   Lucas.     Mr. 
A.    P.     Lucas     has 
taken  special  interest 
in  the  choir,  and  the 
service    of   song    in 
St.  John's  is  a  great 
delight  to    the  wor- 
shippers.    At  diifer- 
ent  times  revivals  of 
religion    have    been 
experienced,     parti- 
cularly   during    the 
ministry  of  the  Revs. 
W.  Kirk,  T.  Buddie, 
and   G.    S.    Harper. 
The  Rev.  J.  H.  Sim- 
monds  was  sent  into 
the  itinerant   ranks 
by      the      Nelson 
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Resident  Ministers. 

The  Rev.  J.  S.  Smalley,  F.R.G.S.,  is  a  native  of  London, 
where  he  was  born  fifty -five  years  ago.  Converted  under 
the  ministry  of  Dr.  Morley  Punshon,  he  united  with  the 
Church    at    Liverpool    Road,   Lslington.       Mr.    Punshon 

placed  his  name  on 
the  Circuit  Plan,  and 
soon  after  he  went  as 
a  Home  Missionary 
to  Norfolk.  He  spent 
three  years  at  Dids- 
bury  College, and  was 
then  appointed  to  the 
Edinburgh  Circuit, 
where  he  became  ac- 
(juainted  with  his 
excellent  wife  and 
helpmeet.  After  a 
year  in  the  Scotch 
Capital  he  camo  to 
Now  Zealand,  in 
company  with  Messrs 
Lewis,  F.  W.  Isitt, 
and  Williams.  Since 
then  he  has  occupied 
Circuits  in  the  Otago, 
Canterbury,and  Wel- 
lington Districts,  and 
is  now  in  the  first  year  of  his  ai)pointment  to  Nelson  City. 
He  had  the  honour  of  seeing  the  Xajiier,  Sydenham,  and 
Tai  Tapu  Churches  erecte<l.  Failure  of  health  in  1(S8.'} 
compelled  him  to  become  a  Supernumerary.  A  few  years 
later,  from  the  sam?  cause,  he  was  obliged  again  to  rest 
and  visit  the  Home  Land.  He  has  thus  had  the  advantage 
of  extensive  travel.  In  1<SSG  he  was  appointed  Connexional 
Evangelist,  and  went  through  the  length  and  breadth  of 
New  Zealand,  holding  special  services  and  seeing  many 
conversions.  In  this  he  was  greatly  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Smalley,  who  is  a  recognised  local  preacher  of  the 
Church,  and  her  mother,  Mrs.  Donald,  an  eanu^st  Scotch 
Methodist,  then  on  a  visit  to  the  colony.  They  not  only 
assisted  in  after-meetings, but  conducted  services  themselves 
and  gave  Temperance  addressi;s.  Mi*.  Smalley  is  a  man  of 
more  tlian  ordinary  gifts  as  a  preacher.  J>y  no  means 
content  to  run  in  a  groove,  it  may  be  expected  that  the 
Methodism  of  Nelson  will  be  strengthened  and  enlarged 
by  his  residetice  there. 

The  Rev.  .John  Crump,  who  is  .spending  the  evening  of 
his  days  in  this  quiet  resting  place,  was  born  at  Kingsland, 
in  Herefordshire.  Educated  at  an  endowed  school  in  the 
neighbourhood,  he  says  gymnastics  were  not  necessary,  as 
the  lower  limbs  were  exercised  by  walking  three  miles  each 
morning  and  evening,  and  the  upper  one^  eijually  so  by 
fisticuffs  among  the  boys  of  five  parishes,  represented  there. 
]Many  black  eyes  were  charged  to  the  pump  Innidle 
standing  in  tln^  school  yard.  Converted  <luring  his 
j^pprenticeship,  ^Fi-.  Crump  became  a  local  preacher  in  the 
Ludlow  Circuit.  After  sui)plying  for  some  time  in  Bacup, 
where  he  became  ac(iuainted  with  the  vigour  of  Lancashire 
Methodism,  he  was  sent  to  New  Zealand  in  1859.  His 
first  Circuit  was  Manukau,  where  he  had  the  advantage 
of  Mr.  Buddie's  superin  tendency.  His  thoughtful, 
practical,  and  heartfelt  sermons  produced  a  deep  impression, 
and  ho  soon  took  a  good  rank  in  the  colonial  ministr}'. 
During  the  forty  years  of  his  itinerancy  he  has  superintended 
CircuiU)  in  all  the  six  districts  of  the  colony.     There  are 


two  places  to  which  he  looks  back  as  those  in  which  the 
greatest  success  attended  his  ministry.  In  what  was 
then  the  Canterbury  Circuit,  under  the  superintendency 
of  the  Rev.  J.  Buller,  there  was  a  revival 
which  spread  throughout  the  whole  province.  At 
the  Thames  in  1875  an  even  greater  work  of  grace  was 
seen.  For  weeks  marvellous  displays  of  Divine  power 
were  common  in  the  services,  some  literally  falling  down 
and  crying  aloud  under  conviction  of  sin,  and  many  in  the 
mines,  who  had  not  attended  the  services  at  all,  were  led 
to  Christ.  He  recalls  gratefully  the  help  given  in  those 
days  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  Kernick,  Mrs.  Richards,  and 
Mrs.  Heron,  who  were  then  class  leaders  there.  Although 
Mr.  Ciump  has  retired  from  full  duty,  he  still  does  the 
work  of  a  preacher  and  pastor  as  opportunity  affords. 

In  the  Nelson  Circuit  there  are  reported  to-day  to  be 
three  class  leaders,  six  local  preachers,  and  124  Church 
nuiinbers.  The  Sunday-school  has  nineteen  teachers  and 
li')i)  scholars,  while  the  average  attendance  at  the  public 
services  is  440.  As  we  write  a  new  parsonage  of  ten 
rooms  has  just  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  £500,  one-half 
of  which  has  been  raised,  and  the  remainder  is  loaned  from 
the  Building  Fund.  With  this  comfortable  residence,  a 
compact  sphere  of  work,  and  ready  helpers,  the  Nelson 
Circuit  will  be  even  more  attractive  in  the  future  than  in 
the  ])ast. 


RICHMOND   CIRCUIT. 

With  the  exceptioi}  of  Richmond  l^orough,  which  has  a 
population  of  a  thousand  persons,  this  is  a  Circuit  of 
villages.  Five  of  these  have  long  had  services.  They  are 
situated  at  distances  of  three  miles  to  fourteen  from  the 
minister's  residence.  The  locality  is  very  attractive. 
Most  of  the  settlers  have  occupied  the  same  home  for  many 
years,  and  have  surrounded  themselves  with  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  which  Englishmen  love  so  well.  The 
hop  plant  is  largely  cultivatcMJ,  and  in  the  season  its 
clinging  vines  add  (juite  a  feature  to  the  landscape. 
Later  on,  smiling  cornfields  and  orchards,  with  a  large 
supply  of  fruit,  are  to  be  svim.  Add  to  this  that  the  roids 
an'  in  e\«.'ellent  con<iition,  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
ministers  and  people  can  say  "The  lines  are  fallen  to  us  in 
pleasant  places,  and  we  have  a  goodly  heritage." 


The  Circuit's  Early 
History 

is  largely  that  of 
Nelson.  During  the 
first  years  of  settle- 
ment the  Revs.  Iron- 
side, Aldred,  and 
Warren  were  accus- 
tomed to  spend  one 
Sunday  in  the  City, 
and  the  other  in 
what  was  then  called 
the  country  villages 
of  the  Waimea.  They 
were  ably  seconded 
by  a  band  of  local 
preachers,  who  cheer- 
fully undertook  long 
journeys  to  proclaim 
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Rettlcrs  the  Wonl  of  Life  Tims,  from  the 
bepfinning,  tlio  setlhMuents  as  far  as  M»)tueka  wt?re 
supplied  with  the  ordinances  of  religion.  In  1819 
there   were    thirteen    places    on    the    **  Plan,"    and    the 


Rl(HM(»Xl)    CuiRt  H    AM)    I'ARSONAdK. 

minister  was  assisted  by  twelve  local  preachers  and  two  on 
trial.  In  the  year  1857  the  growing  iini>()rt;ince  of  the 
district  led  to  the  appoint  nie.-it  <;f  th(>  Km-.  W.  J.  Wat  kin 
as  second  minister,  his  resi(l(»nce  bi'ing  at  Kiclnnond. 
For  twenty-four  years  after,  h<»  and  his  succcs.s»>rs, 
Messrs.  Moorhouse,  Cannell,  Wallis,  Ihiiin,  \'ickers, 
Taylor,  Keall,  Marlon,  Reeve,  and  Uowse  had  pastoral 
charge  of  that  side  of  the  Circuit.  In  1^81  eii^'ht  of  these 
places,  with  a  membership  of  8(),  were  constituted  a  new 
Circuit,  known  as  Jiichmond. 

The  Twin  Centres 

were  Richmond  and  Spring  Grove,  which  for  a  time  were 
about  equal  in  point  of  importance,  the  latter  having  the 
larger  congregation,  but  the  former  being  stronger 
financially.  Services  were  first  conducted  at  Richmond  in 
the  year  184.'3.  In  the  following  year  a  small  weatlu^rboard 
church  was  erected.  This  is  now  used  as  a  vestry  and 
schoolroom.       The  principal  promoters  of  the  building  were 

^I(?ssrs.  Hold  away, 
Lightband,  Hewitt, 
and  Sutton.  There 
was  a  strong,  well- 
organised  Sunday- 
school,  and  the  class 
meetings  wen?  well 
maintained.  About 
1S()(3  additional  land 
was  purchased  with  a 
small  coitage  ( hereon, 
part  of  Wood  and 
part  of  what  would 
be  called  in  Mexico 
adobe,  which  became 
the  parsonages  in 
which  th(j  Rr»v. 
R.  S.  and  Mrs. 
Runu  resided.  In 
the      same      year 


Mr.  Runn  had  the  .satisfaction  of  seeing  a  now  church 
erecl(Mj,  at  a  cost  of  £400,  nearly  the  whole  f)f  which  was 
raised.  Nelson  was  then  in  a  state  of  grjat  prosperity 
on  account  of  the  demand  for  supplies  from  the  West 
Coast  goldfields,  and  Mr.  Bunn  levied  a  kind  of  insurance 
on  goods  which  Nelson  merchants  safely  lan(]ed,  to  help 
the  fund  for  church  building.  Hence  the  success.  Eleven 
years  later  the  cottage  residence  was  replace<.i  by  the 
present  comfortable  parsonage  of  eight 'rooms,  which  wa* 
built  at  a  cost  of  £'350.  Five-seven ths'of  this  were  raisi^il 
at  the  time,  an<l  the  remaining  debt  was  discharged  a  few 
years  later.     To   the   Rev.  T.  F.' Reeve"* belongs  much  of 

the  credit 
of  its  ei-ec- 
tion.  Quite 
a  htning 
b  a  n  tl  o  f 
imelligrnt 
an<l  warm- 
h  ea  r  t  ed 
ni  e  lubei's 
wei-c  con- 
II  c  c   It;  d 


P^%^r^. 


JU'v  T.  G.  Cahr. 


vSOME  EARLY  OFFICE-BEARERS. 
Mk.  NV.   IJ..TTKKLL.        Mk.  W.  Wkatt.         Mr.  D.  Wagg. 

with  liichmond  in  the  early  days.  Mr.  0,  Say  well,  one  t»f 
the  original  settlers  at  Petone,  camLMhither  in  I s ;").•),  jnul 
lived  to  the  (»\trem'.»  age  of  ninety-twi>.  He  and  his 
excellent  wife  were  most  devoted  hearers  and  consistent 
Christians.  Their  tlescendants  are  still  found  in  Wairarapa, 
Canterbury,  and  elsewhere,  and  it  is  plea.sant  to  know  that 
they  remember  their  Father'sand  Mother's  God.  Mr.  Charles 
Saywell,  a  son  of  the  above,  afterwards  took  his  father's 
place,  and  was  for  some  years  a  valued  helper.  Mr.  Jol)n 
Sutton,  another  ancient  man  who  lived  to  his  D.Srd  year, 
was  also  a  faithful  soldier  of  the  cross.    His  portrait,  taken 
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when  eighty-eight,  shows  his  vigour.  Mr.  D.  Wagg,  a 
local  preacher  of  the  early  days,  frequently  visited  Richmond 
at  that  time,  and  for  several  years  past  has  resided  there. 
At  Spring  Orove  the  services  were  at  first  held  in  a 
public  schoolroom,  and  were  well  attended.  Then  followed 
a  temporary  church,  which  in  1855  was  removed  to  a  site 
opposite  the  church  section.  A  Sunday-school  was  also 
established,  and  proved  exceedingly  useful.  The  pi-csent 
church,  in  the  building  of  which  all  took  part,  was  opened 
by  the  Rev.  J.  Warren  on  May  19tl),  1857.  This  church, 
like  the  first  church  at  the  Hutt,  was  settled  on  the 
English  Model  Deed.  Among  the  earliest  workers  there 
was  Mr.  W.  Wratt,  who  was  a  successful  class  leader. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
zealous  of  good  works.  M  r. 
W.  Bottrell,  for  more  than 
a  generation,  w^as  Church 
and  Society  Steward. 
Gentle  and  unassuming, 
he  sought  the  prosperity 
of  Zion.  He  has  recently 
removed  to  the  Blenheim 
Circuit.  Mr.  Garner  was 
also  a  typical  Methodist, 
while  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rough- 
ton,  who  still  survive,  were 
"  given  to  hospitality,"  and 
always  ready  to  help.  Mr. 
G.  Andrews  was  also  one 
of  the  founders  of  the 
Church,  and  the  Tunni- 
cliffs  were  associated  there- 
with. In  1878  two  acres 
of  land  adjoining  the 
church,  with  a  small 
cottage  thereon,  were  pur- 
chased at  a  cost  of  £110. 
Half  this  was  raised,  and 
the  balance  paid  a  few 
years  later. 


Pour  other  Churches 


are    also    found     in    the 

Circuit.    Upper  Wakefield 

owes    its    origin    to     the 

warm-hearted     piety    and 

great  energy  of   "Father 

Mears,"     who    gave    the 

church  site  in  1866.     He 

was  one  of  the  early  local 

preachers,  full  of  fire,  and 

haWng     such    a    perfect 

knowledge  of  the  words  of  Scripture  that  he  was  known  as 

"  the  walking  concordance."    In  addition  to  his  ordinary 

appointments,    he    was     always    on     the     look-out    for 

opportunities  of  proclaiming  the  Gospel,  and  travelled  long 

distances  for  the  purpose.     Even  in  his  ninety-first  year  he 

forded  rivers  and  traversed  rough  tracks  to  preach  to  the 

outlying  settlers  at  Gordon's  Knob.     He  was  ably  assisted 

by  Messrs.  W.  Wadsworth  and  G.  Parkes.     The  Church 

was  dedicated  by  the  Rev.  R.  K  Vickers  in  June,  1872. 

A  project  is  now  on  foot  for  replacing  it  by  a  more 

up-to^te  building.    At  Stoke  services  were  also  held  at  a 

y^    early   period,    and   a   church    built^    which    was 


afterwards  sold  in  order  to  secure  a  better  site.  The 
present  somewhat  quaint-looking  sanctuary  was  not  opened 
until  1875.  Messrs.  Holdaway  and  Mrs.  Tidd,  with 
Mr.  E.  Green,  were  among  the  earliest  workers  there. 
Mr.  B.  Cresswell,  familiarly  known  as  <' Uncle  Ben," 
notwithstanding  his  infirmities,  exercised  a  gracious 
influence,  and  was  a  pattern  of  Christian  industry.  The 
first  church  site  at  Hope  was  given  by  the  Smith  family, 
in  1861.  On  it  was  erected  a  small  building,  which  was 
well  attended,  and  often  proved  to  the  worshippers  a 
veritable  Bethel  during  a  period  of  thirty-five  years.  In 
1896  it  was  replaced  by  a  more  commodious  church,  and 
one  better  suited  ti  modem  requirements.     This  stands  on 

the  main  road,  on  an  acre 
of  ground  given  by  Mr.  J. 
H.  Young.  It  cost  £120, 
and  the  small  debt  of  £25 
has  just  been  liqui- 
dated. The  Rutherford 
and  Eden  familieR,  together 
with  Mrs.  Jary,  were 
prominent  in  this  new  de- 
parture. Fox  hill  is  the 
most  remote  place.  It  is 
an  old  settlement,  and  it  is 
said  that  an  early  Metho- 
dist there,  Mr.  Andrews, 
was  accustomed  to  drive  a 
team  of  fourteen  goats  to 
Nelson  market,  the  vehicle 
being  of  his  own  construc- 
tion. Services  were  com- 
menced in  1861,  but  the 
population  was  small.  The 
extension  of  the  I'ailway  to 
the  place  has  of  late  years 
given  it  increased  import- 
ance. In  May,  1878,  a 
small  church  seating  sixty 
persons  was  erected  on 
land  given  by  Mr.  Andrews, 
at  a  cost  of  £100.  Six 
years  later  it  was  enlarged 
at  an  expenditure  of  £30 
more.  Services  were 
foiinerly  held  at  Bright- 
water  and  Ranzau  also, 
but  have  been  discontinued. 


WORKERS    IN    THE   RICHMOND   CIRCUIT. 


1-Mr.  A.  Sheat.  2— Mrs.  Jary.  9- Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gunn.  4— The  Late  Mr.  J.  Sutton 


Peace  and  Prosperity 

were  the  portion  of  this 
Circuit  for  many  years. 
The  members  were  steadfast  "in  the  doctrine  and 
fellowship,  in  the  breaking  of  bread,  and  prayers,*'  and 
thus  they  were  "  established  in  the  faith."  Their  ministers 
were  found  "  joying  and  beholding  their  order,  and  the 
steadfastness  of  their  faith  in  Christ."  Tlien  came  a  time 
of  depletion  and  weakening.  As  families  grew  up,  the 
younger  members  said,  "Give  us  room  that  we  may 
dwell."  Hence  there  was  a  migration  to  almost  all  parts 
of  the  Colony,  and  th^  better  openings  presented  for 
progress  elsewhere  led  to  some  of  the  bdst  workers 
removing.     Thus  the  SaywelU  vr^nit  t^  ^^kscwwsj*^  ^C^br. 
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the  Hult^  Mr.  Harkuess  to  Taianaki,  Messra.  J.  Rose  and 
J.  T.  Smith,  both  very  capable  local  preachers,  to 
Wanganui  and  Christchurch  respectively,  Mr.  Bennington 
to     Canterbury,     and      Mr.     Langford     to     Wellington. 

"  Brethrenism  "  also 
for  a  time  greatly 
disturbed  the 
Churches,  and  in- 
troduced endless  dis- 
sensions. In  this 
time  of  trial  the 
older  members  stood 
loyally  by  the  Church 
of  their  choice,  but 
thore  was  not  much 
increase.  From  time 
to  time  gracious  re- 
vivals are  reported 
at  Ricliniond.  Mr. 
G.  8.  Harper  speaks 
of  a  deep  work  of 
grace  at  Richmond 
and  Stoke  in  June, 
1876,  when  Mr.  Mar- 
ten was  his  colleague, 
and  says  also  that 
there  were  several 
penitents  after  one 
of  Mr.  Marten's 
lier  periods,  during 
ministry,  there  were 


^ »?/ 


The  Latk  Mb.  E.  Gricrn,  Nklhon. 

services  at  Dovedale.  In  the  eai 
Messrs.  Ironside,  Kirk,  and  Buddie's 
also  frequent  conversions. 


The  Outlook 

for  the  future  is  brighter  than  for  some  years  past.  The 
properties  are  all  but  free  from  debt,  and  in  good  condition. 
The  olfice-bearers  are  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  the 
consolidation  and  extension  of  the  Circuit's  work. 
Mr.  T.  Hodson,  an  excellent  local  preacher  and  solicitor-, 
from  England,  settled  at  Richmond  a  few  years  since,  an(l 
is  exceedingly  active  and  helpful.  Mr.  Gunn,  after  several 
years'  earnest  work  for  the  Church  on  the  West  Coast,  is 
now  the  senior  Circuit  Steward,  and  equally  helpful  at 
Richmond,  while  Messrs.  Sheat,  Wadsworth,  Andrews, 
Chisnell,  Ching,  Eden,  Bell,  and  others  worthily  sustain 
him. 

The  Rev.  T.  G.  Carr,  the  present  minister,  is  a  native  of 
the  county  of  Notts,  and  was  brought  up  in  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire.  He  was  recommended  to  the 
ministry  from  the  Tadcaster  Circuit  in  1868.  After  a 
three  years'  term  at  the  Richmond  College,  he  arrived  in 
Auckland  in  February,  1872.  A  large  part  of  his  New 
Zealand  ministry  has  been  spent  in  the  Aiickland  District, 
in  which  he  has  taken  six  circuits,  but  he  has  also  occupied 
stations  in  Wellington,  Canterbury,  and  Otago  Disti-icts, 
as  well  as  Blenheim  in  the  Nelson  Circuit.  Ho  is  a 
faithful  and  earnest  preacher,  conscientious  in  preparation, 
and  sympathetic  as  a  pastor.  He  has  alsQ  cpnsiderable 
musical  gifts,  and  spares  no  pains  to  make  his  Circuit  a 
success.  In  the  work  at  Richmond,  he  is.  aided  by. four 
}aca]  presKshen  and  twenty-six  Sunday-school  tearchers. 
There  ^re  in  the  six  Churches  106  members,  and  in.lhe 

^ve  Sauday-achooh  240  scholars,  while  524  persona  ati/etvd 

the  public  aer  vices. 


MOTUEKA    CIRCUIT 

has  a  history  which  goes  back  to  the  early  Mission  period. 
Mr.  Ironside  visited  the  Natives  there  from  Cloudy  Bay 
Station,  and  records  interesting  experiences  which  he  had 
with  them  just  before  his  removal  to  Wellington.  After 
Mr.  Aldred's  arrival  in  Nelson  City,  he  found  his  way 
thither,  paying  a  settler  £1  to  act  as  guide.  On  his 
return  he  would  still  have  been  unable  to  find  his  way  but 
for  the  sagacity  of  his  horse  and  dog.  On  that  occasion 
he  baptised  twenty  Maoris.  In  the  following  year  steps 
were  taken  for  the  erection  of  a  place  of  worship,  and 
among  his  papers  there  is  found  an  account  marked 
"  Windows  for  Moutawaka  Chapel,  £5  2s."  Unhappily 
the  contractor  became  involved  in  a  dispute  with  the 
Maoris,  and  they  on  their  part  asserted  thfit  the  conditions 
had  not  been  carried  out.  Gales  also  iojurcid  the  building, 
and,  on  the  Maoris  removing  fr-oni  the  pah,  it  was  taken 
down,  the  balance  owing  being  paid  in  potatoes.  The 
Natives,  however,  retained  their  steadfastness,  and  thej 
were  so  numerous  that  in  1848  Mr.  Jenkins  was  appointed 
to  reside  there  as  a  catechist,  and  remained  for  eight 
years.  About  the  same  time  the  present  grants  of  land 
for  Church,  mission  house,  and  cemetery  purposes,  were 
made,  and  the  old  weather-board  church  and  a  small 
mission  house  were  erected  in  the  following  year.  From  a 
variety  of  causes  the  number  of  Natives  has  .since  greatly 
declined. 


The  European  Work. 

Motueka  is  a  pleasantly  situated  township  in  a  farming 
district,  about  twenty-four  miles  across  the  bay  from 
Nelson.  It  has  a  population  of  800,  whose  wants  are  well 
supplied  b}'  two  steamers  trading  from  the  Port.  The  soil 
is  fortile,  and  largely  used  for  hop  growing  and  orchards. 
Jjund  was  taken  up  there  by  the  very  early  settlers. 
Within  a  year  or  two  of  the  foundation  of  Nelson 
Mr.  Andrews,  one  of  the  local  preachers,  removed  thither. 
He  was  followed  after  a  time  by  Mr.  llil^y,  and  by  these 
excellent  men  preaching  services  were  established,  and  good 
congregations  gathered.  It  formed  part  of  the  Nelson 
Circuit,  and  was  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  ministers 
there,  but  their  visits  being  infrequent,  in  1857 
Mr.  Andrews  became  a  recognised  missionary  or  hired  local 
preacher.  He  received  no  regular  stipend,  but  was  a 
veritable  "  Bishop,"  by  which  title  he  became  generally 
known.     So  long  as  strength  lasted  he  diligently  discharged 
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all  the  duties  of  the  pastorate,  preachiug  in  Motueka  and 
the  sari-ounding  settlements,  leading  classes,  visiting  the 
sick,  and  caring  for  the  people  with  the  utmost  faithfulness 
for  about  seventeen  years.  His  descendants  in  Ashburton, 
Spring  Orove,  Foxhill,  and  elsewhere,  are  justly  proud  of 
the  honoured  name  ho  has  left  them. 


MoTUKKA  Church  and  School. 

Subsequent  Agents. 

In  1866  Mr.  S.  Stone,  now  resident  in  Auckland,  was 
engaged'as  Home  Missionary,  while  the  place  still  remained 
part  of  the  Nelson  Circuit.  The  fervour  of  his  preaching, 
and  his  earnest  exhortations  in  private,  led  to  a  general 
revival  of  religion.  A  site  in  the  centre  of  the  township 
was  leased  from  the  Trustees  of  Native  land,  and  thereon 
the  present  comfortable  church  was  built.  Services  were 
also  regularly  held  at  Riwaka  with  good  results,  and 
occasional  visits  paid  to  Tadraor  and  Collingwood.  The 
work  steadily  progressed,  with  the  result  that  in  1869  it 
was  made  a  Circuit,  and  the  Rev.  W.  G.  Thomas 
appointed.  He  remained  three  years,  and  during  his 
residence  services  were  commenced  in  tlieMoutere.  After 
that  came  an  interregnum,  but  IVfr.  Stone  still  visited  the 
place  frequently.  At  the  District  Synod  of  187.*^  there  was 
a  very  large  gathering.  The  church  had  recently  been 
lined  and  reseated.  To  meet  the  expense  a  soiree  was 
held.  A  steamer  was  chartered  from  the  city,  and  a 
number  of  excursionists  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  a  day*s  outing.  In  the  evening  a  crowded 
meeting  was  held.  The  late  Mr.  R.  Lucas  presided,  and 
addresses  wore  delivered  by  the  Rev.  T.  Buddie  and 
ministers  from  all  parts  of  the  district.  The  funds  were 
considerably  augmented  by  the  visitors,  and  the  resident 
members  encouraged. 


A   Fresh   Impetus 

was  given  in  the  year  1874,  when  the  Rev.  W,  B.  Marten 
was  appointed  as  minister.  During  part  of  his  two  years' 
term,  Mr.  J.  P.  Simon,  now  of  the  Momington  Circuit, 
Dunedin,  resided  with  bim,  and  assisted  in  the  preaching 
services.  The  Spirit  of  Qod  was  poui-ed  out^  and  not  a 
few  were  converted.  Mr.  Marten  was  followed  by  the 
Rev.  T.  F.  Roeve,  who  only  remained  a  year.  He  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  S"  R.  Purchon,  a  young  and 
dev4>ted  minister  from  England,  who  had  arrived  in  the 
dolony  with  the  Rev.  W.  Baumber.  Mr.  Purchon  soon 
gained  the  thorough  conAdenoe  of  the  people. 
Vnfortunatety  be  was  in  delicate  health,  and  after  lesw 


than  twelve  months'  labour  died  while  the  Conference  was 
sitting  in  Wellington.  A  memorial  tablet  in  the  Church 
records  the  sense  which  the  congr^ation  entertained  of 
their  loss. 


For  Twenty  Years 

afterwards  the  place  was  occupied  as  a  Home  Mission 
Station,  Messrs.  Hosking,  B.  Thomas,  R.  Young  and 
R.  Harker  being  the  agents.  They  were  of  diverse 
temperaments  and  widely  differing  abilities,  but  all  laboured 
with  diligence  and  had  some  success,  [n  1884,  during 
Mr.  Thomas's  term,  the  schoolroom  adjoining  the  church, 
and  affording  accommodation  for  100  children,  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  something  over  j£60.  Further 
expenditure  at  a  later  period  made  it  a  very  comfortable 
room.  Mr.  Thomas  was  also  instrumental  in  building  the 
new  mission  house  of  six  rooms,  at  a  cost  of  £240. 
Something  more  than  half  of  this  was  loaned  by  the 
Church  Building  Fund,  and  repaid  in  the  course  of  years. 


Extensive  Areas 

are  included  in  the  Circuit.  A  few  years  since  the  Dovedale 
Church,  which  had  belonged  to  Richmond,  was  attached 
thereto.  It  is  twenty-five  miles  from  Motueka,  The 
church  there  had  been  erected  a  few  years  previously  on  a 
site  given  by  Mr.  James  Smith,  and  was  opened  in 
February,  1878,  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Harkness.  Mr.  E.  Humphries 
was  the  father  of  the  society,  and  occupied  much  the  same 
position  there  in  the  early  days  that  "  Bishop  "  Andrews 
had  in  Motueka.  He  was  one  of  the  first  preachers  in 
Nelson,  visited  Dovedale  in  the  beginning  of  the 
settlement,  and  eventually  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
district.  Preaching  services  are  also  conducted  at  the 
Upper  and  l-iower  Moutere,  and  at  Woodstock  and  Church 
Hill.  Like  the  Richmond  Circuit  these  places  have 
suffered  from  removals,  Messrs.  Gower,  Quayle,  and  others 
having  gone  elsewhere.  Attached  members  and  earnest 
workers  are  still  resident.  At  Motueka  Messrs.  Glover, 
Alexander,  McGlashen,  Staples,  Moffat,  and  at  Dovedale 
Messrs.  Win,  Parkinson,  Cowin,  Cousins,  Davies,  and 
Smith  are  thoroughly  dependable  and  helpful.  The 
minister   is   the   Rev.    Arthur  Ashcroft,    who  is   in  the 


I>0\l.l^Xl*lt   CVLMUC^. 


384 


THE  HISTORY  OF  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


'  Bishop  "  Axduews. 


second  year  of  his  terra.  He  is  the  son  of  a  valued  local 
preacher,  who  for  many  years  resided  in  Napier,  and  is 
now  taking  an  active  part  in  the  new  Circuit  of 
Dannevirke.      After  a  year's  service  as  Home  Missionary, 

Mr.  Ash  croft  spent 
a  terra  at  Three 
Kings  College,  and 
has  since  worked  in 
t  h  e  Tauranga  and 
River  ton  Circuits. 
He  has  a  pleasing 
address,  a  good  voice, 
and  abundance  of 
jihysical  strength. 
The  district  is  wide, 
hut  with  youth  on 
liis  side  he  will  he 
able  to  make  his 
intku^nce  felt.  Under 
his  charge  there  are 
in  the  chuich(\s  and 
preach  in ;i;  places  iU 
members  and  480 
attendants  on  public 
worship.  Three  local 
pieachers  and  one 
class  leader  aifl  him 
in  his  work,  and  in 
the  three  Sunday-schools  are  1*^5  scholars  in  the  charge  of 
twenty-one  teachers. 


Th2  Nelson  Trust  Fund. 

The  Church  has  never  laid  down  any  hard  and  fast  rule 
about  endowments,  and  in  Nekon  Province  an  endowment 
was  enjoyed  for  some  years.  There  is  extant  a  letter  of 
the  llev.  J.  Aldred,  written  in  November,  1818,  to 
T.  G.  Harrington,  Plsq.,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Ncnv 
Zealand  Company.  It  was  sent  by  direction  of  the 
District  Meeting  of  the  province  of  New  .^[unster,  and 
asks  for  aid  towards  the  support  of  the  Wesleyan  Minister 
in    the    Nelson     Province.       Mr.     Aldred    made    out    an 

excellent  case.  lie 
showed  that  the 
Episcopalians  had 
already  received 
large  amounts,  on 
which  the  interest 
alone  was  consider- 
able. The  directors 
had  also  promised 
similar  aid  to  what 
was  then  called  the 
Free  Church  of 
Scotland,  that  is, 
the  Presbyterian 
C  h  u  r  c  h  .  Mr. 
Aldred  points  out 
that  a  Wesleyan 
Minister  had  been 
stationed  in  the 
provincp  since  1843, 
that  next  to  the 
Episcopalians  t\\e 
Wesleyana  are  the 


most  numerous  body,  and  equal  to  them  in  the  actual 
number  of  attendants.  A  catechist  had  been  recently 
placed  at  Motueka,  and,  in  addition  to  the  church  in  town, 
two  others  were  being  erected  in  the  country.  He, 
therefore,  asked  that 
from  the  amounts  set 
apart  for  Church  aid 
a  grant  should  be 
made.  After  pro- 
tracted negotiations, 
£850  was  eventually 
received  on  this  ac- 
count, the  interest 
thereon  being  applied 
to  ministerial  sup- 
port, and  for  a  number 
of  years  this  Trust 
was  carried  out.  An 
investment  proved 
unproductive,  and 
part  of  the  principal 
was  lost.  The  re- 
mainder was  after- 
wards loaned  to 
Church  Trusts,  and 
in  1877  the  Nelson 
Trust  l^oard  acknow- 
ledged a  liability  on 
this  account  of  c£4*J0, 
on   which   they   were 

to  pay  8  per  cent.  Other  amounts  had  been  borrowed  by 
Richmond  and  Motueka,  the  Trustees  agreeing  to  pay 
interest  for  the  same  to  the  Circuit  Quarterly  Meetings. 
At  tlie  Conference  of  1881  it  was  reported  that  a  sum  of 
£()().')  was  still  available,  on  which  interest  was  paid.  This 
was  voted  in  aid  of  the  stipends  of  the  Nelson,  Uichmond, 
and  Motueka  ministers,  and  it  was  ordered  that 
new  Trustees  of  the  Fund  should  be  appointed.  This  wsis 
nut  carried  out,  and  so  tlu»  Trust  was  allowed  to  lapse.  It 
is  understood  that  in  late  years  the  Trustees  of  these 
Churches,  being  practically  the  membeis  of  the  Quarterly 
^leetings,  and  responsible  for  the  minister's  support, 
regarded  the  interest  paid  and  received  as  a  cross  entry 
belwe(Mi  two  Church  courts,  and  it  has  been  discontinued. 
The  obligation  is  presumably  still  acknowledged,  but  it 
would  be  preferable  if  the  provisions  of  the  original  Trust 
were  observed. 


Mr.  II.   IIakkkr. 


£,AT£  Rev.  S.  R.  PuBCfios. 
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BLBNHBIM  CIRCUIT. 

!iodi8tical]y,  Blenheim  is  the  child  of  Nelson.  From 
lining  the  intercourse  between  the  Nelson  settlement 
e  Wairau  was  exceedingly  close.  Quite  a  number 
son  colonists  took  part  in  the  ill-fated  expedition 

which  resulted  in  the 
Tua     Marina     Mass- 
a  c  r  e.      Subsequently 
they       looked      long- 
ingly towards  it  as  a 
place     of    settlement, 
the    fertility    of    the 
soil  being  well  known. 
From    1850    onwards 
the  land  began  to  be 
thrown      open,       and 
among  those  who    re- 
moved thither  in  the 
early      days      were 
several       Methodist 
families.       Among 
them  were  the   Jack- 
sons,  Hewitts,  Blicks, 
Hoopers,     Hammond, 
Avery,     Gilford,    and 
Dodson.     They  fouud 
>thers  Davies  already  there,  and  shortly  they  were 
by   the  Messrs.  Parker,  from  Victoria.     All  these 
en  accustomed  to  the  services  of  the  Cl:uich  from 
hildhood,  and  in  their  new  homes  were  anxious  for 
le  privileges.     Nelson  Quarterly  Meeting  urged  the 
»nent    of    a    minister    in    1854.        In     1859    the 
.  Warren  visited  Wairau,  and  held  services,  as  did 
rk  four  years  later.     In  the  interval  between  these 
linisterial     visits,    prayer    meetirjgs   conducted    by 
R.  Hooper  were  held  in  a  cottage  in  High  Street 
d  by  Mrs.  Reid.     Among  thase  accustomed  thus  to 
:Qgether    were    Mr.    and    Mrs.   Tatley,    Mr.    and 
coper,  Mr.  and  Mra.   C.   Davies,   Messrs.  J.  Rose, 
jbt,  and  others.     A  W^tchnight  service  was  held  in 
;  the  house  of  Mr.  Caleb  Davies.    It  was  conducted  by 
tkins,  a  local  preacher  from  Nelson,  and  the  step- 
father of   the  Revs. 
A.    R.    and    W.  H. 
Fitchott. 


AS.  Satwill,  Richmond. 


h.   O.  Satwkll  an]>  Gband- 

nJkUOBTK^jSjCBMtOlfD. 


The  Local  Church 
Organised. 

Early  in  1864  a 
meeting  was  held  for 
the  purpose  of  taking 
steps  to  erect  a 
church  and  to  secure 
the  appointment  of 
a  minister.  Thiaalso 
took  place  in  Mr. 
Davies's  house.  In 
November  of  that 
year  the  Rev.  J. 
W.  Wallis  was  re- 
commended by  the 
Auckland  District 
Meeting  as^a  candi- 
date for  the  ministry, 


and  at  once  sent  down  to  occupy  this  new  station. 
Jleantime,  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  church  had 
been  let  It  was  built  on  the  Orove  Road,  near  the 
residence  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Parker.  The  total,  cost  was  i6366, 
and  so  energetically 
was  the  work  pushed 
forward  that  in  less 
than  six  months  after 
Mr.  Wallis's  arrival 
he  was  able  to  dedi- 
cate it  for  Divine 
worship.  At  the 
opening  services  on 
April  9th,  1865,  the 
collections  amounted 
to  £26,  and  the  tea 
meeting  held  on  Good 
Friday  netted  £43  6s 
6d  more.  There  was 
great  rejoicing  when 
they  took  possession 
of  their  new  sanctu- 
ary, and  the  congre- 
gation grew  so  rapidly 
that  in  less  than 
three  years  the  build- 
ing was  enlarged. 
The   first    Quarterly 

Meeting  wjis  held  on  July  6th,  1875,  in  the  house  of 
Mr.  Hewitt.  In  addition  to  the  minister,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  present :— Messrs.  W.  Tatley  (Secretary), 
J.  Hewitt  (Circuit  Steward),  F.  Terrill  and  E.  Hogben 
(preachers),  and  H.  Botham,  T.  Davies,  and  J.  Rose 
(Trustees).  A  little  before  a  class  meeting  had  been 
started.  This  was  led  by  Mr.  Terrill,  and  met  in  the  house 
of  Mr.  Tatley,  Henry  Street. 


Mrs.  G.  Saywkll. 


Necessary  Removals. 

The  vagaries  of  the  rivers  on  the  Wairau  Plain  have  been 
a  great  source  of  anxiety  and  loss  to  the  Blenheim  people, 
and  the  Church  was  not  exempt  from  this  experience.  The 
site  in  Orove  Road  being  flooded,  it  was  determined  to 
remove  to  Sinclair  Street,  and  in  October,  1872,  this  was 
effected,  the  cost  being  JBISO.  The  re-opening  services  on 
on  the  27th  of  that  month  were  conducted  by  the 
Revs.  J.  B.  Richardson  and  W.  Sheriff.     A  public  meeting 


^U.  B.  C«MftlllXA.,18ACWlWMi. 


386 


THE  HISTORY  OF  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


was  also  held  in  coranaemoration  of  the  event.  Two  years 
later  a  vestry  wa.s  added  to  the  church,  which  must  have 
been  of  a  somewhat  elaborate  character,  as  it  cost  £124. 
Five   years  afterwards  the  Government  gave  notice  that 

they  required  the 
Sinclair  Street  site 
for  a  railway  station. 
Friendly  negotiations 
as  to  the  value  having 
failed,  the  matter  was 
refei  red  to  the  Com- 
pensation Court, 
which  awarded  to 
the  Trustees,  in  1881, 
a  sum  of  £1050, 
with  the  costs  of  the 
action.  Meantime,  by 
a  bazaar,  a  small 
house  in  Hi^h  Street 
had,  in  18G1\  been 
purchased  for  a 
minister's  residence. 
Son  en  years  later  this 
was  (mlarged,  and 
made  a  comfortable 
two-storied  house  of 
nine  rooms  at  a  cost 
of  £350,  of  which 
the  greater  part  was  raised.  In  1880  the  Trustees 
purchased  additional  land  adjoining  the  same,  at  a  cost  of 
£500.  Several  other  contiguous  sections  weie  subsequently 
acquired,  and  the  present  extensive  site  gives  the  Church 
an  admirable  stand. 


"Father"  Mkars,  TJppk.r  Wakkfikld. 


Wesley  Church  and  Schoolroom. 

On  October  12th,  1880,  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  and  larger  church  was  signed  for  £l.Sr)4.  Six  months 
afterwards  it  was  nearly  completed,  and  the  congregation 
was  already  anticipating  the  opening  services,  wlu^n  a  tiie 
broke  out  in  an  adjoining  hall,  and  the  church  was  burned 
to  the  ground.  Plans  of  a  still  larger  church,  78ft.  by  .*5Sft., 
were  then  prepared,  and  the  same  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 


£1800.  At  its  opening  the  total  debt,  including  the 
purchase  of  the  corner  site,  was  only  £800.  In  1883  a 
schoolroom,  60ft.  by  25ft.,  was  built,  at  a  cost  of  £325,  of 
which  £200  was  subscribed  at  the  time.  Two  years  later 
further  expenditure  in  seating  and  lining  was  incurred  U) 
the  amount  of  £76.  In  1887  a  choir  gallery  was  placed  in 
the  church,  costing  about  £100  more.  In  1890  the  main 
room  of  the  Sunday-school  building  was  lengthened  by 
24ft.  An  infant  room  and  five  class  rooms  were  also 
added,  the  cost  of  these  being  £459,  towards  which 
two-thirds  were  raised.  About  the  same  time  the  debt  on 
the  church  was  reduced  by  £300,  and  the  remainder  loane<l 
by  the  Building  P'und,  which  also  granted  a  loan  to  the 
schoolroom  of  £150.  The  latter  has  since  been  paid  off, 
and  the  former  is  being  gradually  liquidated.  Two  years 
since  the  parsonage,  which  had  fallen  into  disrepair,  was 
raised  so  as  to  be  beyond  reach  of  floods,  and  thoroughly 
repaired  and  renovated  at  an  outlay  of  about  £'200.  The 
whole  property — church,  schools,  parsonage,  and  caretakers 
cottage  —  is  now  one  of  the  most  convenient  suites  of 
Church  premises  in  the  South  Island.  They  front  the  main 
s(iuare  of  the  town,  and  are  among  its  prominent  buildings. 
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Blenheim  Chubch  and  School. 


UlKNHKIM    PaKS(>NA(JK. 

Efforts  Not  Confined  to  the  Centre. 

The  early  Dlenheim  Methodist.s  were  thorough  believers 
in  Church  extension,  and  Mr.  Wallis  sympathised  with 
them  in  this  respect.  After  less  than  twelve  months' 
residence,  his  Circuit  Plan  showed  that  preaching  services 
were  conducted  at  Blenheim,  Renwick  Town,  Spring  Creek, 
Wairau  lliver,  Tua  Marina,  Saw  Mill,  Picton,  and  Pelorus. 
There  were  two  preachers  and  four  exhorters.  His 
successors  were  equally  energetic.  In  1872  a  small  church 
was  erected  at  Picton,  and  opened  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Richardson. 
The  following  year  the  Spring  Creek  Church  was  built  at  a 
cost  ot  £120.  Twelve  months  later  a  site  was  given  at 
what  was  then  called  Big  Bush,  but  is  now  known  as 
Grove  Town.  It  was  donated  by  the  local  hotelkeeper, 
though  the  minister  faithfully  warned  him  that  it  would 
mean  interference  with  his  business.  The  church  there 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  £152,  and  opened  by  the 
Rev.  G.  S.  Harper  on  May  3rd,  1874.  To  this  church  a 
vestry  was  added  in  1890.  At  Tua  Marina,  not  far  from 
the  site  of  the  Wairau  Massacre,  an  eligible  site  was  given 
by  Mr.  F.  Smith  in  1875,  and  a  church  to  seat  120  persons 
built.  This  also  was  opened  by  Mr.  Harper  on  May  30th, 
1 875.  A  monthly  service  is  also  held  at  Fairhall.  Recently 
services  have  besn  started  at  Seddon  Township  and  Blind 
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The  Picton  services  havo  been  discontinued  for 
'cars,  owing  to  the  difKcuhy  of  supply,  and  the 
sold  for  rem(»val,  but  the  site  is  still  retained.  At 
jk  Town  a  site,  given  by  the  founder,  is  still  held  for 

purposes. 


Notable  Efforts 

ancial  kind  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  made  by 
nest  Methodist  in  this  Circuit.  While  ^ivinj^  freely 
)rdinary  funds,  special  undertakings  have  also  l)een 
d  and  successfully  carried  out.  The  cost  of  I  he  first 
Lge  site  was  provided  by  a  bazjwir.  In  18JS8,  £'2m 
ised  by  a  sale  of  work 


3  its  eulnrgement. 


In 


pecial  subscriptions  to 
lount  of  about  X700 
btaine<].     The   Ladies' 

Meeting  has  rendered 
service  in  this  <lepart- 
F(»r  tvvent}^  years 
vork  was  carried  on 
;  intermission.  Presi- 
vere  annually  elected, 
•ing  the  whole  of  that 
only  one  Treasurer — 

Mrs.  C.  Davies— filled 
ie.  During  that  time 
Med  for  Church  pui- 
jo  less  than  £110'). 
lave  been  some  devoted 

and  earnest  and  faith- 
D  and  women  have 
with  great  abi  I  i  ty .  1  n 
rly  days  ^^essrs.  J. 
,  J.  R.  Hooper,  Adam 
1,  and  II.  Parker,  all 
ieccased,  were  con- 
s.       Special     mention 

also    be    marie  of  the 

displayed  by  !Mr.  W. 
cer,  who,  for  seventeen 
1  succession,  filled  the 

of  Secretary  and 
•er  of  the  Blenheim 
The  late  Mr.  and 
odson,  of  Spring  Creek, 
ilso  willing  helpers. 
theactive  office-bearers 

ire  Mr.  John  Hose,  a  most  acceptable  local  preacher, 
ind  now  almost  blind,  he  still  retains  his  interest  in 

work,  and  is  universally  respected.  In  l>lenheim 
.mong  the  pillars  of  the  Church,    are   to  be  found 

C  Davies,  A.  J.  Litchfielrl,  J.  Rose,  of  Kegworth, 

Nosworthy,  and  others.  At  Tua  ^larina,  the 
rs  H.  B.  and  C.  Hotham,  Messrs.  F.  Smith  and 
have,  from  the  beginning,  taken  thegreat(»st  interest 
,  while  at  Fairhill  Mr.  Avery  and  Mrs.  Hannnond, 
.   Spring   Creek    Mr.    Lucas    and    Mrs.  Gifford   are 

workers.  Cheerful  giving  during  Rev.  H.  Bull's 
when  debts  were  lessened  and  the  schoolroom 
d,  brought  about  a  great  Revival,  and  the  writer 
ftteful  recollections  of  a  service  at  which  he  was 
,  when  forty  persons  were  jidmitted  to  membership, 
elt  at  the  Lord's  Table. 


The  Pulpit  Supply 

of  the  Circuit. has,  from  the  beginning,  been  exceptionally 
good,  no  less  than  six  Ex-Presidents  standing  on  the  roll  (»f 
its  ministers.  The  present  incumbent,  the  Rev.  W.  Keall, 
is  a  native  of  John  Wesley's  County,  and  a  splendid  product 
of  Lincolnshire  Methodism.  Of  the  thirty-one  years.of  his 
ministry,  nine  have  been  given  to  the  North  Island,  and 
the  remainder  to  the  South.  In  his  early  days  in  Otago 
he  did  solid  Hcmie  jVtission  work  in  the  Tuapeka  and 
Teviot  Districts.  Some  of  his  later  Circuits  have  been 
trying,  and  in  at  least  two  of  them  he  had  to  conterid  with 
heavy  financial  difllculties.  Without  munnuring,  he  piloted 
relief  schemes  and  brought  th(»m  to  a  successful  issui*.     He 

is  a  strict  disciplinarian,  and 
a  faithful  preacher,  but  at  the 
same  time  tender-hearted, 
sympathetic,  and  most 
brotherly.  He  was  elected 
President  of  the  Conference 
in  1S93.  His  appointment  to 
Blenheim  has  been  a  very 
happy  one,  and  he  is  now  in 
the  third  year  of  his  ministry 
there.  Under  his  charge 
there  are  in  the  four  churches 
and  one  preaching  place  158 
members  and  83')  attendants 
on  public  worship.  Four 
Sunday-schools,  with  forty-one 
teacheis,  have  an  aggregate 
of  385  scholars,  and  he  is 
aided  l^y  seven  local  preachers. 
Since  the  death  of  Hetaraka 
Warahi,  the  Maori  Mission 
at  the  pah  is  also  under  j\Ir. 
Keall's  charge. 


Rkv.  W.  Kkall. 


HAVELOCK  HOME  MIS- 
SION STATION. 

Tn'1871  a  site  for  Church 
purposes  was  ac(juired  in  the 
Havelock  township,  Marl- 
borough. It  was  felt  that 
the  appointment  of  an  agent 
to  work  Picton,  together  with 
the  settlements  of  the  Pelorus 
Sounds  and  the  diggings  at 
Mahakipawa  was  necessaiy.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Simmonds 
had  just  retin*ned  from  Fiji  on  account  of  failure  of  health. 
He  was  sent  to  Havelock,  and  remained  about  twelve 
months.  The  site  was  afterwards  leas(»d  and  a  cottage 
erected  thereon,  which,  through  the  expiration  of  the  lease, 
has  become  th(»  property  of  the  Trustees.  After 
Mr.  Simmonds'  removal  occasional  visits  were  paid  by  the 
Blenheim  Minister,  but  no  agent  was  a[)f)ointe(l  until  iHjsT, 
when  Mr.  Harker  was  sent  as  a  Home  ^lissionary.  lie 
remained  for  six  years,  and  he  and  his  successoi-, 
Mr.  C.  A.  Fost^m,  were  exceedingly  diligent  in  visiting  tlu^ 
scattered  population.  Last  year  ^Ir.  H.  Foston  succeeded 
his  brother  in  the  charge.  With  the  help  of  the 
Rev.  W.  Keall,  and  subscriptions  from  friends  at  a 
distance,  a  better  and  more  central  Church  site  has  Wen 
bought   and    paid    for    at    a    cost   of   £G<.     Pl^^.^^s.  ^^x  N\sfc 
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erection  of  a  suitable  building  to  seat  about  130  persons 
have  been  prepared,  and  it  is  hoped  to  eiect  the  same 
without  much  debt.  The  Missionary  conducts  si^rvices 
at  nine  different  preaching  places,  some  of  these  involving 

considerable  labour  in 
travelling.  There  are 
Iwenty-four  Church 
members.  In  the  Sun- 
day-school at  Ilave- 
lock  itself  aie  five 
teachers,  with  fifty  one 
scholars,  and  through- 
out the  district  420 
persons  attend  tlie 
services. 


HOKITIKA  CIR- 
CUIT. 

At  the  (^nd  of  ISOI- 
tliere  were  persistent 
rumours  of  the  <]is- 
covery  of  alluvial  gold 
deposits  on  the  West 
Coast  beaches.  In 
Mr.  H.  Foston.  iscr)    it    was  actually 

found  in  great 
quantities,  and  the  news  produced  the  wildest  excitemcMit 
through  the  Colonies.  Adventurous  miners  from  Australia 
arrived  in  thousands  by  Messrs.  McMechan's  boats. 
Hundreds  tramped  over  the  hills  from  Canteibury.  Within 
a  few  months  forty  thousand  men  had  found  their  way 
thither.  The  Provincial  (Government  of  Canterbury 
recognised  the  importance  of  the  new  industry,  and  spent 
£150,000  in  forming  the  road  over  the  mountains.  At  the 
mouth  of  the  Hokitika  River  a  town  sprang  u[).  Within 
a  few  months  llevell  Street  was  a  mile  long,  and  an  early 
visitor  says  :  "  Pjvcry  other  building  was  a  store,  and  the 
alternate  one  an  hotel." 


Bev.  T.  R.  Uhhakda. 


The  Methodist 
Occupation 

of  the  place  was 
not  long  delayed. 
Amcmg  the  first 
arrivals  were  many 
AFethodist  miners, 
who  desired  the 
s(»rvicesof  theirown 
Church,  while  the 
spiritual  necessities 
of  multitudes  of 
others  strongly  ap- 
peal(;d  to  the  more 
settled  circuits.  The 
Rev.  J.  JUdler,  then 
Superintendent  of 
t  h  e  Christchurch 
Circuit,  paid  an 
otiicial  visit.  He 
travelled  on  horse- 
back, and  on  airival 
at  what  is  now 
West  land,      forded 


the  Teremakau  River.no  less  than  twenty-.six  times.  At 
the  Greenstone  diggings  he  paid  £1  9s  for  two  feefls  for  lii< 
horse.  At  Hokitika  he  was  heartily  welcomed  hy 
Mr.    1^.   Alcorn   and   others,   and  found   a   sleeping  plair 
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under  the  counter  of  !Mr.  Alcorn's  store.  O.i  Surnliy. 
July  2'^rd,  he  i)reached  in  what  was  dignified  by  the  name 
of  the  Corinthian  Hall.  It  was  destitute  (»f  windons, 
lloor,  and  seats,  but  good  congregations  gathered,  and 
!Mr.  Thatcher,  a  well-known  itinerant  humourist  of  the 
day,  lent  his  harmonium  and  presided  thereat.  Mr.  Duller 
formed  a  Chinch  l>uil(ling  Connnittee.  ct>nsisting  of 
.Messrs.  AKrorn,  Hrent,  Cross,  C«)ne,  Hogben,  Longbottoiu, 
IVrrv,  ]^^w(»ll,  Scott,  and  Upjohn.  He  also  interviewed 
Mr.  Connnissioner  Sale  (afterwards  Pr(>ft»ssor  Sale,  of  the 
Otago  University),  and  s(H.'ured  an  eligible  site  from  the 
( iovcrnuKiut  for  Church  purposes.  After  spending  a  second 
Sunday  he  returned  and  reported  to  the  Christchurch 
C^uarterly  fleeting.     That  Church  Court  at  once  agreed  to 
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lease  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Harper  for  special  work  there,  and 
Hokitika  was   placed    on    the    Plan,    and   Mr.  Harper 

•pointed  to  preach  and  organise  the  Church.  He  proved 
be 

The  Ris:ht  Man  in  the  Ris:ht  Place. 

Intense,  spiritual,  devoted,  and  with  considerable 
ganising  faculty,  he  did  good  work  for  the  Church,  and 
/d  great  success  for  his  Master.  Arriving  on  August  7th, 
!  found  himself  in  the  midst  of  stirring  times.  Not  long 
ter  his  amval  three  men  brought  in  from  the  river  gold  to 
e  value  of  £4000.  On  one  day  900  diggers  arrived  from 
ustralia  by  steamer,  and  the  tug  charged  them  £1  each  for 
iding.       At  Arahura  in  one  party  each  man  made  £150 


A  class  meeting  had  been  started  wiihin  a  month  of 
Mr.  Harper's  arrival,  when  six  were  present.  Temperance 
work  was  also  commenced,  and  one  man,  on  signing  the 
pledge,  insisted  on  paying  fi^e  shillings  for  the  privilege  of 
doing  so.  For  four  months  service  was  conducted  in  the 
Corinthian  Hall,  but  on  December  3rd,  the  first  church, 
which  cost  X420,  was  dedicated,  special  sermons  being 
preached  by  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Harper  and  B.  Drake 
(Independent).  Subscriptions  of  X380  had  been  collected, 
and  the  balance  was  raised  at  the  opening  soiree,  at  which 
Mr.  Commissioner  Sale  presided.  The  steamer  in  which 
Mr.  Harper  arrived— the  JS'civ  Zealand  -  \\d^  wrecked  on 
the  beach,  and  the  bell,  fastened  to  a  tree,  became  the 
"  church-going  bell  "  of  the  settlement.     On  the  following 


Lakk  Kanieki. 


r  week.  A  few  months  later  a  man  secured  £900  worth 
gold  in  one  day.  Tiie  export  for  the  first  year  was 
lued  at  £1,000,000.  Naturally  the  place  seethed  with 
citement.  The  miners  were  of  all  classes  and  conditions 
life — some  earnest  Christians  and  others  entirely  reckless. 
r.  Harper  did  faithfully  the  work  of  a  Methodist 
eacher,  and  had  his  reward. 


Three  Churches  in  Five  Months. 

The  Building  Committee  appointed  by  Mr.  Buller  had 
«n  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the  names  of 
essrs.  Rickard,  Jones,  E.  Palmer,  G.  Palmer,  Ferriss, 
.  C.  Cameron,  and  L.  Clarke.     They  worked  with  a  will. 


Sunday  the  preacher's  heart  was  cheered  by  seeing  four 
penitents. 

On  his  second  Sunday  Mr.  Harpc^r  preached  at  Kanieri, 
and  formed  a  class  there.  Soon  they  also  undertook  the 
work  of  church  building,  and  on  the  last  day  of  the  year 
their  sanctuary,  which  cost  £125,  and  towards  which  ^£118 
were  raised,  was  opened.  There  were  three  penitents  at 
the  after-meeting,  and  this  was  followed  by  a  watchnight 
service.     Mr.  Taylor  was  appointed  class  leader. 

On  November  1st  Mr.  Harper  had  visited  Ross.  He 
found  a  very  prosperous  community  there,  men  making  as 
much  as  £60  per  week.  Newspapers  were  evidently  scarce, 
for  five  shillings  were  paid  for  a  copy  of  The  AuHlraloMan^ 
and   £\   for  The  Nation.     Mr.    Harper^  sit8A\d\\v^  <Qf^  vJ^'^ 


300 


THE  IITSTORY  OF  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


*       y\ 

< 

I           "Jl.  .  ^/\- 

N 

. 

1] 

^ 

1 

1 

Li 

I^HH 

aS^v- ■ 

1 

P^^P' 

'^i'^ 

DBm 

^iM 

i« 

in 

pH 

l|||BU[ 

|^9H|[^^^9|^| 

IIOKITIKA  CiirK<  n. 


IIOKITIKA    I*ARS«»N.\(;K. 


IIdkhika  Okhi  k-mkahkks. 
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feiiinp  of  a  tree,  preaehed  at  dusk  in  the  open-air, 
jfterwards  forming  a  Building  OooiBHttee  and  organising  a 
lass.  Two  notable  members  of  the  latter  were  Mr.  W. 
Sarthewy   now  resident  at  Feilding,  and   Paul  Thomas, 


Grkymouth  Church    in  1870 

rho  has  since  Iteen  President  of  the  South  Australian 
/onferencc.  A  church  of  timber  and  canvas  wan  prepared 
nd  opened  on  the  same  date  as  that  at  Kanieri,  the 
ireacher  being  Mr.  K.  Clarke,  from  Victoria,  who 
fterwards  returned  there  and  became  a  member  of 
Parliament,  being  also  well-known  as  a  lecturer  on  "  The 
Sight  Hours'  System."  In  all  this  work  Mr.  Harper  had 
he  advantage  of 

Earnest  and  Warm-hearted  Supporters. 

Messrs.  Alcorn  and  Brent  supplied  him  with  board  and 
odging  gratuitously.  There  were  excellent  local  preachers. 
!>ne  of  them — Mr.  O.  Powell,  a  French  Canadian — was  the 
irst  to  conduct  services  in  Westlaud,  preaching  in  Hokitika 
itreets.  Messrs.  E.  Palmer  and  F.  J.  Barker,  two  warin- 
learted  brethren,  came  up  from  Otago  and  rendered 
}fficient  help.  Messrs.  Clarke,  Taylor  (of  Kanieri),  Powell, 
^ry,  Todd,  and  others  did  all  they  could.  Other  places 
rere  visited.  In  September  the  first  services  were  held  at 
>reymouth.  A  trip  was  made  to  Okarito.  Services  were 
ilso  held  at  Woodstock  and  elsewhere.  When  in  May, 
1866,  Mr.  Harper  left  the  Coast  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
landing  over,  as  the  Westland  Circuit,  several  large  and 
lourishing  Churches,  with  steadfast  workers  therein,  to  the 
sare  of  the  Rev.  W.  Cannell. 


Later  Enterprlaes. 


In  less  than  two  years  from  the  erection  of  the  church  a 
Parsonage  of  five  rooms  was  built  on  the  adjoining  section. 
For  a  time  everything  was  prosperous,  and  in  1871  a  second 
minister  was  applied  for,  to  reside  at  Ross,  Messrs.  Dewsbory 
md  Marten  being  in  charge  there  for  three  years.  In  1875 
%  more  commodious  church  was  desired  in  Hokitika,  and  at 
%  cost  of  £1000,  St.  Paul's,  which  seats  380  persons,  was 
built.  Unfortunately  a  very  heavy  debt  was  left  upon  it^ 
Eind  as  the  goldmining  industry  waned,  this  became  a 
harden.  In  that  moist  climate  timber  soon  deeays,  and  the 
building  has  cost  considerable  amounts  for  repairs.  From 
1882  to  1884  the  debt  was  reduced  by  £200  as  the  result 
of  a  series  of  special  efforts.  In  the  following  year  the 
church  was  repaired  and  renovated  at  a  cost  of  £181. 
Further  expenditura  was  necessary  on  the  parsonage  in 


1892,  and  in  that  year  the  Loan  Fund  came  to  the  help  of 
the  Trusty  and  granted  £225  without  interest^  the  greater 
part  of  which  has  since  been  paid  off  In  1888  the 
freehold  of  the  church  site  at  Ross  was  secured,  and  the 
building  renovated  at  a  cost  of  iSlOO.  In  1898  a  deed  was 
obtained  for  the  Kanieri  Church  site,  and  the  ancient 
building  there  repaired  and  painted. 


The  Port  Is  still  Held 

by  good  men  and  true.  Messrs.  H.  Thomas  and  J.  Reynolds 
have  been  for  many  years  active  local  preachers,  and  more 
recently  Mr.  T.  £.  Foot's  services  have  been  enlisted  in  this 
department.  Messi-s.  Perry,  Rickard,  Smith,  Glover,  and 
others  are  men  thoroughly  in  earnest.  In  addition  to  the 
Hokitika  Church,  Sunday  afternoon  services  are  conducted 
at  Kanieri,  three  miles  distant,  Blue  Spur,  five  miles,  and 
Humphrey's  Gully,  nine  miles  away.  At  Ross,  which  is 
twenty-one  miles  from  the  centre,  services  aie  conducted 
every  other  Sunday,  and  at  the  Kanieri  Forks,  six  miles 
distant,  a  service  is  held  monthly,  on  Thursday  evening. 
For  twenty  years  the  population  steadily  declined,  but  of 
late  there  has  been  some  revival,  and  Hokitika  at  the  last 
census  had  a  population  of  2059.  With  the  new  departure 
in  dredging  it  may  be  anticipated  that  there  will  be  a 
return  of  prosperity  in  which  the  Church  will  share. 

The  Superintendent — the  Rev.  T.  R.  Richards — is  a 
native  of  Victoria,  where  he  was  converted,  began  to  preach, 
and  became  a  candidate  for  the  ministry.  In  response  to 
an  application  from  New  Zealand,  he  came  to  this  Colony 
nearly  six  years  since,  and  was  appointed  as  a  Home 
Missionary  to  Kiwitea.  The  following  year  he  was  received 
on  probation,  and  appointed  to  the  same  place,  and  has 
since  had  varying  experiences  of  ministerial  life  in 
Palmerston,  Auckland,  and  Helensville.  Under  his  charge 
there  are,  in  the  six  preaching  places  in  the  Circuity  seventy 
members  and  350  hearers,  while  in  two  Sunday-schools 
sixty-four  scholars  are  under  the  charge  of  fourteen 
teachers. 


Greymouth  Parson  AG  k. 

QREYMOUTH  CIRCUIT. 

The  town  of  Greymouth  is  the  largest  on  the  West 
Coast,  its  population  numbering  3100  persons,  while 
Bruuner,  which  is  a  kind  of  suburb,  has  1600  more.  With 
the  exception  of  Blenheim,  the  Greymouth  Circuit  h«&  t\v^ 
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largest  number  of  attendants  in  the  Nelson  District.  Its 
Methodist  history  goes  back  for  thirty-five  years.  Five 
weeks  after  landing  on  the  Coast,  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Harper 
trudged  there  on  foot  from  Hokitika,  and  held  service  on 
September  17th.  At  that  time  the  whole  of  the  beacli  was 
lined  with  miners.  Famine  prices  prevailed.  Land  in 
Greymouth  was  being  leased  at  £12  per  foot.  A  little 
before,  flour  had  been  sold  from  £130  to  £150  per  ton, 
while  candles  were  a  shilling;  each.  On  February  1st  of 
the  following  year  the  Rev.  W.  Cannell  arrived  to  succeed 
Mr.  Harper,  but  for  two  months]  prior  to 
the  ordinary  change  of  appointments  worked 
in  Greymouth,  preaching  on  Sunihkvs  in  Llie 
town  itself,  and  visiting  the  more  distant 
settlements  on  week-days.  About  the  same 
time  Mr.  W.  H.  IJuase,  who  wa^  a  local 
preacher,  held  services  in  Kilijour's  Hotrl. 
As  the  service  pioceed«'(l,  there  wa^ 
handed  to  liini  what  looked  like  a 
pulpit  notice,  but  turned  out  to  he  a 
bill  of  fare.  Far  from  being  dis- 
concerted, the  good  brother  turned 
it  to  excellent  account,  and  put 
before  his  hearers  the  bill  of  fare 
which  the  Gospel  presented.  Soon 
afterwards  the  same  preacher  wan 
about  to  conduct  a  service  at  (me  of 
the  settlements  up  the  Grey  Valley 
when  a  stalwart  miner  came  up  to 
him  and  said  :  "  Hold  on  governor, 
there's  a  fight  on  just  now.  When 
that's  over  we'll  all  come  to  Church." 
These  are  samples  of  the  romantit: 
incidents  which  the  preachers  of 
those  days  met  with. 


able  to  present  an  early  photograph  of  the  same.  Twelve 
months  afterwards  a  parsonage  of  five  rooms  was  built  at  a 
cost  of  £218. 


A  Splendid  Church  Site 

was  obtained  in  the  following 
year.  Two  acres  of  Native  land 
almost  in  the  centre  of  the  town 
were  leased  by  Government  to 
the  Church  for  twenty -one 
years.  In  18G7  the  Rev.  J.  T. 
Shaw  was  appointed  as  resident 
minister,  and  Greymouth  con- 
stituted a  Circuit.  Hia  first 
services  were  held  in  a  building 
erected  for  worshippers  of  all 
denominations,  and  which  came 
to  be  known  as  the  Town  Hall. 
In  that  the  first  Wesleyan 
Sunday-school  wtis  commenced. 
Shortly  aft(T  Mr.  Shaw's  arrival 
a  meeting  of  members  was  held, 
at  which  the  following  olHce-bearers  were  appointed  : — 
Circuit  Stewards,  Messrs.  Uoase  and  Alcorn  ;  Society 
Steward,  Mr.  John  Bull  for  Greymouth,  and  ]\lr.  Doane 
at  Cobden  :  Poor  Steward,  Mr  Simpson.  Mr.  Boase  was 
also  appointed  class  leader,  the  class  meeting  being  held  in 
his  own  house.  In  ad<lition  to  himself  and  wife  the 
following  were  members  :  Messrs.  Doane,  Osborne,  Foster, 
and  Lucas.  During  the  same  year  a  church  building 
scheme  was  forwarded  and  completed  in  January,  1868. 
It  was  a  building  50ft.  by  30ft.,  and  cost  £394.     We  are 


GREYMOUTH  CIRCUIT  OFFICK-BEAKERS. 

Mrs.  Hanson.  Mr*^.  \V.  Ilerun,  Mr.  \V.  Herron,  Mr.  .\ng«  1.  Mr.  Piper. 


Great  Prosperity. 

For  a  dozen  years  or  more  the  Circuit  was  in  a  dourisliing 
condition.  Gold  mining  yielded  handsome  returns,  and  the 
traders  made  handsome  profits.  The  late  Mr.  Masters, 
who  had  a  large  business,  was  a  liberal  supporter,  and 
there  was  no  lack  of  funds  for  Church  purposes.  Services 
were  held  far  up  the  Grey  Valley,  at  Notown 
and  other  centres,  also  at  South  Beach.  In 
187^  a  church  was  built  at  Ciiftun,  on  the 
Cobden  side  of  the  river,  to  seat  eighty 
pei-sous.  At  one  time  no  less  than  eight 
otiier  pjTacliing  places  were  supplied  besides 
tire  two  eliurches,  the  minister  being  ably 
supported  by  a  band  of  capable  local 
jieaehers.     Then  came 

A  Season  of  Depression. 

There    was    a    lack     of    business 
management    in    dealing    with    the 
tJrevmouth     land.       I>uil(lin<]r    sites 
were  in  demand,  and  se\eral  sections 
\vi»re    sub-lea.sed     for    this  purpose. 
I  fifortunately,  instead  of  using  the 
nntals    to    pay    oil*    the    debts    uu 
I  roperties,  they  were  paid  into  the 
riiruit    Fund,    and     tlie    liabilities 
rmained.        After     a      while     the 
ehuicli    and    parsonage    needed    re- 
jiair,  and   from    1S7N    to  l.^Sl   £1.">0 
were  spent  on  the  former.      In  the 
hitter  year  the  parsonage  was 
enhirg(Ml  at  a  cost  of  £*106.     In 
iHi^T    the    Kev.    C.    Grirtin,  on 
arrival  in  the  Circuit,  set  him- 
self to  deal  with  the  (jJrey mouth 
])rof)erty.       l>v    this    time    the 
lease   was   running  out,  and  it 
wjis  agreed   that  the  sub-lesees, 
on  tlie  i)ayment  of  a  small  sum, 
should    be   allowed    to    become 
direct    tenants  of   the  Govern- 
m  e  n  t .       The     amount     thus 
obtained    was    applied    to    the 
reduction  of   the  debt,  and  by 
tlie  aid  of  the  Loan  Fund  this  was 
shortly  afterwards  liquidated. 

Buildinsf  of  Ta>lorville 
Church. 

In  1847  !Mr.  I^iunner,  a 
surveyor,  discovered  coa!  on  the 
banks  of  the  Grey  lUver,  about  six  to  eight  miles  distance 
from  the  mouth.  Twenty-five  years  after  mining  operations 
were  commenced,  and  a  town  grew  up,  which,  in  memocj 
of  the  surveyor,  was  called  Brunnerton.  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  a 
^[ethodist  of  Cobden,  owned  a  mine  on  the  opposite  bank, 
somewhat  nearer  Greymouth.  Those  obtaining  employment 
settled  near  the  mine,  and  so  the  township  of  Taylorville 
commenced.  In  188-4  a  church  to  seat  120  persons  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  £152,  the  debt  being  loaned  by  the 
Building   Fund,    and   paid   oflf  a   few    years  later.       The 
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3.  J.  Gablick. 


Ippers  were  earneBt  and  devoted,  and  from  thxme 
nt  in  the  vicinity  and  the  township  of  Dobson,  a 
»ongr^ation  was  gathered.  The  services  were  hearty 
>moly.    Conversions  were  frequent     Four  years  later 

the  churoh  was  more 
_  than  doubled  in  size, 

at  a  cost  of  ^6220. 
Two-thirds  of  this 
was  raised,  and  the 
debt  of  £80  paid 
through  the  Loan 
Fund.  In  the  disas- 
trous explosion  in 
the  Brunner  Mine  a 
few  years  after, 
several  members  lost 
their  lives, and  others 
their  friends.  This 
led  to  removals,  and 
a  miners'  strike  after- 
wards weakened  the 
place,  but  there  is 
still  an  attentive 
congregation  and  a 
good  Sunday-school. 

Present  Position. 

1889  the  Greyniouth  Church  site  was  leased  for 
5r  term.  Since  then  prosperous  times  have  come 
nore.  The  coal  trade  of  Brunnerton  and  Blackball 
Ben  exceedingly  active,  and  a  fleet  of  steam  colliers 
and  constant  employment.  Other  mines  have  also 
>pened.  The  timber  industry  has  developed,  and  it 
cved  that  there  are  deposits  of  gold  in  the  hills  which 
iwcrked.  In  1806  theGreymouth  Church  vestry  was 
ierably  enlarged,  and  made  a  comfortable  schoolroom. 
tie  over  two  years  since  the  church  was  entirely 
&ted.  Within  the  past  twelve  months  the  parsonage 
•een  practically  rebuilt,  and  two  additional  rooms 
led  at  a  cost  of  X220.  Some  years  since  a  church 
ras  leased  at  Blackball,  and  services  are  held  there 
k  month  on  a  week  evening.  The  minister  also  visits 
Dually  the  Ashburton  Mine,  eighteen  miles  north 
Oreymouth,  on   the  sea  beach,  and  holds  services  at 

Rutherglen,  twelve 
miles  distant.  Diffi- 
culty of  transit  pro- 
ve n  t  s  the  local 
preachers  doing  what 
might  otherwise  be 
attempted,  but  there 
are  openings  which,  in 
the  near  future,  must 
be  entered. 


HoLDiB,  Sbmb. 


Sturdy  Helpers 

have  aided  in  the  work 
of  the  Circuit  from  the 
beginning.  Mr. ,  B,. 
Alcorn,  one  of  the 
original  Circuit 
Stewards,  for  some 
years  kept  a  store  up 
the  Grey  Valley, 
where  his  house  was 


the  minister's  home.  His  brother-in-law,  Mr.  J.  Orr, 
was  also  for  many  years  a  merchant  in  Groymouth,  and 
rendered  substantial  help.  Mr.  W.  H.  Boase  has  been 
associated  with  the  work  from  tho  beginning  until  now, 
and  is  still  active.  Mr.  Holder,  senr.,  has  for  twenty-five 
years  worthily  filled  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  and  one  of  his  sons  is  the  competent  choir 
leader.  Mrs.  Hanson  has  been  a  member  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  and  her  son,  Mr.  Hart,  is  an  office-bearer. 
Mr.  firamwell,  now  resident  in  Feilding,  was  a  useful  local 
preacher  for  over  twenty  years.  At  Taylorville 
Mr.  J.  Masters,  now  living  in  Stratford,  was  for  many 
years  Trustee  and  Steward.  He  was  associated  with 
Messrs.  W.  Herron  and  Angel,  who  still  continue  to  serve 
that  Church.  Mr.  C.  A.  Piper,  who  came  from  Dunedin 
about  three  years  since,  has  thrown  himself  into  the  work 
with  great  energy, 
and  infused  his 
own  spirit  of  ac- 
tivity. 

The  Rev.  S.  J. 
Garlick,  who  is  iu 
charge,  is  an  ex- 
cellent type  of  the 
hard-working  rank 
and  file  of  the 
Methodist  Minis- 
try. Trained  in  the 
Church  from  child- 
hood, he  was  con- 
verted under  the 
ministry  of  Cali- 
fornia Taylor  in 
Christchurch,  in 
1865.  At  once  he 
began  to  work  jis  a 
prayer  leader  and 
district  visitor. 
Presently  he  was 
placed  on  the  Prea- 
cher's Plan,  and 
after  some  training 
became  a  candidate 
for  the  ministry. 
His    appointments 

have  been  chiefly  in  country  Circuits,  and  he  has  seen 
service  in  each  of  the  six  districts  of  the  Colon}'.  During 
his  term  in  Franklin  three  new  churches  were  built,  and  at 
the  Hutt  two  others.  A  plain-spoken  and  faithful  pastor, 
he  wins  the  respect  of  his  people,  and  has  been  greatly 
aided  by  his  wife,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev. '  W.  Kirk. 
While  residing  in  Greymouth,  Mr.  Garlick  has  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  the  Church  membership  increase  by 
one-third.  He  is  assisted  in  his  work  by  nine  local 
preachers  and  five  class  leader?.  In  the  three 
Sunday-schools  there  are  385  scholars  under  the  charge  of 
thirty-seven  teachei-s,  and  750  persons  attend  the  public 
services. 


Mb.  and  Mrs.  W.  II.  Boase.] 


REEPTON  CIRCUIT. 


Fifty-five  miles  inland  from  Greymouth  is  the  flourishing 
town  of  Reef  ton,  with  a  population  of  1600.  Its  name 
embodies  its  history,  as  the  gold-bearing  reefe  there  first 
attracted  attention.    It  soon  became  a  place  of  uoii^^As^fii^ 
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The  inhabitants  were  well-to-do  and  enterprising.  The 
town  was  well  laid  (mt,  streets  made  wide  and  well-kept, 
a  water  supply  provide*!,  anrl  it  was  the  fii-st  town  in  New 
Zealand  to  introduce  electric  lighting.     For  some  years  it 


op(jned,  a  brisk  trade  was  carrie<i  on,  miners  were  carrying 
their  tucker  across  the  ranges,  and  the  sound  of  tree  felling 
wjis  heard.  Tliese  three  brethren  determined  to  witnes-s 
for  God.  They  got  permission  to  use  a  small  building,  still 
standing,  but  now  used  for  a  stable.     They    then  took  a 


RKKhTON    CHIKCII. 

could  only  be  reached  by  a  coach  servitMs  but  i\w.  Mi(llan<l 
Railway  has  now  made  it  easily  accessible  <laily  from  the 
Coast  towns,  and  twice  a  week  from  Canterbury. 

The  Methodist  Church 

owes  its  origin  to  three  lay  niember*^  from  Stallbrdtown. 
In  Febuary,  187-,  Messrs.  K.  McLean,  l»liglit,  and 
1).  M.  Anderson  left  their 
former  residence  and  the* 
Church  home  which  had 
become  so  dear,  f»)r  the 
new^  mining  venture*.  Their 
journey  was  somewhat  ad- 
venturous. They  tnivelled 
by  steamer  from  llokitika 
to  Grey  mouth,  and  thence 
by  another  vess(»l  to  West- 
port.  At  the  latter  placj; 
they  chartered  a  boat,  and 
worked  their  way  up  the 
r>ull«>r  lliv(?r  to  Christie's, 
after  which,  with  swags  on 
their  backs,  and  fording 
the  river  from  time  to 
time,  they  eventuall}' 
arrived  at  their  <lestina- 
tion.  The  sf)le  survivor  oi 
this  litth?  band  says  that 
when  they  carin'  thei-e  the 
state  of  nrtaiis  moially  re 
miibled  him  (jf  a  story  of 
a  Scotch  precentor  who 
announeed  in  the  Chuiih 
that  there  would  be  no 
T^^rd's  Day  next  Sabbath 
as  the  minist(M-  would  not 
l>e  present.  Then?  was  no 
minister  in  Keefton  ami 
no  religious  service.  On 
the  I^)nrs  Day  stores  were 


\l  KEKTOX    1*AKM)NA(;K. 

bundle  of  tracts  and  went  among  the  diggers' tents  inviting 
them  to  service.  Mr.  McLean  wjis  the  preacher, 
.Mr.  I»light  led  the  singing,  and  IMr.  Anderson  trieil  lu 
sustain  hin)  when  he  was  out  of  breath.  Shoitly  after  they 
lu^ld  services  in  the  o[)en  air,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Strand.  On  one  occasion  the  late  Bishop  Suter  was 
amongst  Mr.  McLean's  auditors,  and  at  his  invitation 
afterwards  addressed  the  assembly.     The  «>pen  air  service:^ 


Ukkkto.n  CncKCM   IN  THK  Eaiilv  Days. — A  Sc.npav  School  Gathering. 
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were  not  altogether  without  interruption.  On  one  occasion 
a  number  of  men  resolved  to  cut  down  a  tree  which  would 
fall  into  the  midst  of  tlie  worshippers,  but  after  cutting  it 
about  half-way  through  desisted,  probably  impressed  by  the 
earnestness  of  the  preacher.  Presently  the  pioneers  invited 
those  who  were  dispose<l  to  help  in  building  a  church  to  meet 
them.  Four  persons  respondtnl,  the  place  was  canvasse<], 
and  a  small  weather-board  building,  24ft.  by  21ft.,  wiiich  is 
part  of  the  present  churcii,  wjis  enacted,  and  opened  by  the 
Rev.  J.  A.  Taylor,  of  (riey mouth,  early  in  1^73. 


The  Growth 

was  not  rapid.  Tn  1876  a  church  was  built  at  Black's 
Point,  and  a  Sunday-sciiool  established.  A  parsonage  site 
with  a  small  building  thereon  was  purchased.  During 
Mr.  Worboys'  term  the  Reefton  Church  was  enlarged  to 
double  the  size  and  the  vestry  added.  On  Mr.  Edwai*ds's 
appointment,  the  parsonage  w  !S  enlarged  and  improved,  at 
a  considerable  exp(mse.  Most  of  the  original  niembers 
being  Wesleyans,  they  were  favourable  to  Methodist  Union 


J^ 


llEEFTON    ClIUKCII.— i«^»l\»r. 


A  Transference  of  Interest 

shortly  after  took  place.  The  first  promoters  boin«^  all 
Wesleyans,  and  there  being  other  members  in  the  district, 
they  petitioned  for  a  Wesleyan  minister,  but  none  was 
available.  Mr.  Taylor  recommended  that  Mr.  McT^an 
should  be  recognised  jis  h  Home  Missionary,  but  this  did 
not  commend  itself  to  the  brethren,  as  they  needed  the 
services  of  a  stated  pastor.  Meantime,  the  Rev.  J.  J. 
Penriray  arrived  to  open  the  Ignited  Free  Methodist 
Mission,  and  after  some  hesitation  the  church  was  sold  to 
the  Free  Methodists.  Not  a  little  dilliculty  was  experienced 
by  the  first  minister,  but  he  laid  the  foundation  well,  and 
it  became  the  head  of  a  Circuit,  of  which  Messrs.  Worboys, 
Peters,  Parkin,  Penney,  Edwards,  and  Potts  were 
successively  the  ministers  during  the  next  twenty-three  years. 


from  the  beginning,  and  this  wiitcr  had  the  privilege  of 
preaching  there  while  it  was  still  a  Tiiitod  Frcr  M(»thof]ist 
Church,  being  heartily  welcomed.  On  Tnion  being 
accomplished  in  1^96,  the;  Kev.  J.  T.  Pinfold  was 
appointed.  lie  at  once  set  himself  to  put  the  properties 
in  thorough  repair.  His  efforts  were  heartily  stvonded,  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  was  raised  for  the  j)urpose,  and 
they  are  now  in  excellent  conilition.  At  the  silver  jubilee 
of  the  Reefton  Church,  he  also  initiated  a  scheme  for  the 
licjuidaticm  of  the  debt  of  .(-230,  whioh  had  burden(»d  the 
properties  for  many  3'ears.  This  has  since  been  successfully 
carried  out ;  half  the  amount  raised,  and  the  remainder 
loaned  by  the  Building  Fund,  so  that  the  Trust  is  now  free 
from  the  payment  of  interest. 
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Honourable  Mention 

should  be  made  of  tlie  man  wliu,  under  Go(l,  wjis  tlio 
founder  of  the  lleefton  Church.  I^rother  Ard^^an  was  one 
of  those  warm-hearte<l,  energetic,  local  preachers,  consumed 
with  a  passion  for  saving  souls,  who  have  rendered  signal 
service  to  the  Methodist  Church.  During  his  slay  in 
Keefton  he  was  highly  esteemed.  After  a  while  he 
removed  to  Foxton,  and  died  there  a  few  years  since  in  the 
full  triumph  of  the  Gospel.  His  precentor — Mr.  Blight — 
has  also  gone  home  to  God.  David  Andei-son,  the  last  of 
the  trio,   still    remains,  and    is  a  good    type  of  a  Sc(^tch 


digging  township  a  few  miles  in  the  oilier  iiirivli««rj. 
l^nfortunately  there  is  only  one  local  preacher.  There  are 
73  adult  and  40  junior  members.  In  the  two  Sunday- 
schools  of  the  Circuit  there  are  17  teacliei's,  with  l-^i 
scholars,  while  440  persons  woi-ship  in  the  sanctuaries. 

The  Kev.  W.  T^rigg,  the  Superintendent,  is  a  Cornishman 
in  the  prime  of  life.  Converted  at  twenty,  he  l>egan  to 
preach  three  mcmths  afterwards.  Six  years  later  lif 
arrived  in  New  Zealand,  and  the  following  year  wa< 
received  by  the  Bible  Christian  Church  as  a  candidate  fnr 
the    ministry.       He     was     appointed     to     the     Waikari. 


Rkkkton  Cmu.iit  Okj  i(K-r.::ARKKs. 

I-ruiu  K.nv.— M.  ;,sr<.  J.  .\ii<l«r>;..n.  T  CiiMiipton,  Rev.  J.  T.  Tinfold.  1 ).  M.  An.hjr^'Mi.  K.  Will..       Ij.irk   Ko-.v  ■ 

A.  Kin-,  i:.  J.  Sc;mil'.l>nr\. 


■Mi'>srs.  \V.  \V.  A>!ibv.  J,  Wil)..   li    K.-K-n^ 


Methodist,  cautions,  but  intelligent  and  hearty.  With  him 
are  associated  Messrs.  J.  and  1{.  Wills,  Scant lebury, 
T.  Crumpton,  AndiM-son,  and  Boberts  in  the  Trustecvship 
of  the  church.  Mr.  A.  King,  for  many  years  an  otlict^- 
bearer,  has  recently  removed  to  Dunedin.  Mr.  W.  Ashby 
h;is  been  a  ptMsistent  worker,  and  as  Sunday-school 
Superintendent  and  choir  leader  has  done  good  s(»rvice.  At 
Black's  Point  Messrs.  Watson.  Knight,  (»r(Mg,  and  Klh'rby 
are  among  the  leaders.  Mr.  H.  Lawn,  for  some  y(»ars  a 
devotvd  local  preacher  in  the  npighbourhorxl,  is  now 
resident  at  the  Upper  Thames.  At  Crushington,  three 
wiles  beyond  Black's  Point,  services  are  held,  and  also  at  a 


Coui  tenay,  Templett)n,  and  i>elfast  stations  in  succession. 
Quiet  in  manner,  his  discourses  are  of  a  thoughtful  ami 
persuasive  kind,  and  he  has  entere<l  U])on  his  work  on  the 
West  Coast  with  every  promise  of  success. 

WESTPORT     CIRCUIT. 

Tn  th(^  later  sixti<'s  Westport  became  an  important 
goldmining  centre.  Later  still,  "  black  diamonds  "  to»ik 
the  plfice  «>f  the  pn^cious  metal,  and  for  twenty  years  past 
coal  mining  has  been  the  principal  industry,  and  becomes 
more  extensive  every  year.     At  Denniston  and   Graniry 
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Cieek  there  is  a  large  and  steady  output  by  the  Westport 
Coal  Company,  whilst  Cardiff  and  Mokihinui  have  valuable 
seams.  After  many  ups  and  downs  the  residents  have 
settled  to  this  as  giving  the  district  promise  of  permanence, 
and  Westport  is  a  flourishing  town  of  2 100  persons. 


lU-.v.  \V.  (Ji.'K.d,  Kkkkfox. 


The  Methodist  Pioneer 

of  this  neighbourhood  was 
thj  Rev.  J.  White,  United 
Afelhodist  Free  Churcli 
Minister.  In  April,  18C(), 
being  then  newly  come 
from  England,  ho  arrived 
at  TTokitika,  and  was 
advis(M]  by  ^fr.  Harper  to 
settle  in  Grey  mouth.  As, 
h(nvev(»r,  Mr.  Cannell  had 
already  started  services 
there,  and  the  Charleston 
diggings  were  attracting 
great  attention,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  hitter  plac(». 
!5onie  moral  influence  was  certainly  niMnled  at  the  time,  for 
A^ith  a  town  and  population  of  .'?()00,  there  was  said  to  be 
linoty  hot<'ls.  All  the  districts  around  were  l)cing 
Diospccted  for  gohl.  Large  numlxMs  of  miners  were  at 
ivork,  and  good  finds  were  obtained.  Mr.  White  threw  all 
:ii.s  energi(?s  into  preaching  nn<l  pastoral  work,  and  was 
•awarded  with  ccmsiderablo  success.  Tii<»  old  resi<]ents  still 
:^11  of  a  tea  meeting  which  netted  £05,  and  for  which 
tickets  were  freely  sold  at  :")s.  each.  A  church  was  erected, 
md  for  a  time  flourished  exceedingly.  A  parsonage  was 
likewise  built,  and  at  Brighton  and  other  stations  good 
services  were  held. 


At  Westport  Itself 

there  were  a  numlxu*  of  Wesleyans,  and  in  ISOl)  and  IS70 
they  requested  Conference  to  appoint  a  minister.  Failing 
to  secure  one,  they  invited  Mr.  White  to  visit  them,  which 
he  did,  and  conducted  services  on  October  L^Oth,  1^71.  On 
the  next  evening,  at  a  meeting  called  for  the  purj)ose,  a 
L^hurch  was  organised,  c(msisting,  besides  the  minister  and 

his  wife,  of  six  full 
n)embers  and  two  on 
probation.  Shortly  after 
Westport  was  madcj  a 
separate  Circuit,  and  a 
churcii  built  in  Wallaby 
Street,  whicii  still  stands 
and  is  used  as  a  store. 
The  congr(»gations  were 
good,  and  the  building 
b(»came  too  small.  A 
severe  flood,  which 
wjished  away  a  number 
of  lumses  in  the  town, 
also  rendered  a  removal 
expedient,  and  the  pre- 
sent site  on  Rus.sell 
Street  was  obtained, 
and  a  church  erected. 
During  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  the  fluctua- 
Mb.  II.  Lawn,  Rekfton.  tions  in  its  history  have 


been  numerous.  At  times  there  has  been  great  prosperity, 
and  seasons  of  in-gathering ;  then  the  workers  have  been 
oppressed  by  the  removal  of  some  of  the  most  energetic  of 
their  number.  In  1879  Charleston  and  the  neighbouring 
places    were  re- united    with    the    Circuit,    but    Charleston 


Wkstpurt  Church. 

steadily  declined,  and  other  mining  centres  once  prosperous 
were  deserted.  The  Wesleyan  Church  for  a  period  was 
somewhat  supine.  On  the  developement  of  the  coal  trade 
at  Denniston  and  Waimangaroa,  resident  Wesleyan 
preachers  and  m(*mbers  there  requested  a  minister,  but 
none  was  sent.  The  l«)cal  Church  in  Westport  also  faile<l 
to  take  a^lvantage  of  the  opening.  Eventually  the 
Primitive  Methodists  appointed  ministers,  who  not  only 
worked  the  out-places,  but  after  some  years  built  a  church 
in  Westport  also.  Two  ^Fethodist  Churches  in  one  small 
t(>wn  were  not  an  edifying  spectacle,  and  both  were 
weakened  thereby,  while  the  sense  of  rivalry,  inevitable 
under  the  circumstances,  did  not  promote  spiritual  growth. 
In  1S*)1  the  Rev.  G.  Frost  was  stationed  by  the  Wesleyan 


Kl'MARA  ChI'R(  H  AN'I>  PaRSONACK. 


Confcu'ence  at  Oranity  Creek,  where  a  mine  was  being 
opened.  Without  giving  it  a  fair  trial,  he  was  removed  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  which  somewhat  discouraged  the 
supporters.  Meantime  the  members  of  the  Westport 
Church 
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Toiled  on  Unweariedly. 

A  few  years  since  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  C.  J.  Liggios  removed 
thither  frora  Blenheim.  Mr.  Liggins  is  a  man  of 
considerable  energy,  and  at  once  he  «ind  Mi-s.  Liggins  devoted 

themselves  to  help- 
ing the  minister 
in  charge.  Largely 
owing  to  his  v;atch- 
fulness  and  un- 
wearied exertions, 
the  property  was 
placed  on  a  sound 
financial  basis.  On 
ihcconsumniation  of 
Union,  the  Trust, 
which  had  become 
moribund,  was  re- 
newed, and  arranffc- 
ments  made  for 
working  the  same. 
Shortly  afterwards 
steps  wore  taken  to 
renovate  the  build- 
ing, and  by  a  series 
of  special  efforts  it 
has  been  practically 
renewed,  and  now 
presents  the  attrac- 
tive appearancp 
shown  in  our  illus- 
tration. 


Rbv.  it.  L.   Blamirks. 


The   Rev.  H.  L.  Blamires. 

son  of  an  honoured  minister  in  Victoria,  has  been  in  charge 
of  the  Circuit  for  the  past  two  years.  He  came  to  the 
Colony  about  six  years  ago  and  settled  at  Chiistchurch. 
After  working  in  the  Christian  Endeavour  Society,  his 
name  was  placed  on  the  local  preachers'  "  Plan."  The 
Christchurch  Circuit  afterwards  recommended  him  for  the 
ministry,  and  he  was  sent  to  Tnglewood.  He  is  diligent, 
methodic,  prudent,  and  Westport  Methodism  has  benefitted 
by  his  ministry.  In  addition  to  the  Westport  Church, 
services  are  also  held  at  three  out-stations.  The 
unfortunate  lack  of  local  preachers  prevents  the  extension 
which  is  desirable,  but  there  are  51  enrolled  members  and 
350  hearers,  while  in  a  well-organised  Sunda)'-school  102 
children  are  under  the  charge  of  nine  teachers. 

KUMARA    CIRCUIT. 

Midway  between  Hokitika  and  Greymouth  is  the  town 
of  Kumara,  which  for  a  time  rivalled  both  as  a  busy  centre 
of  goldmining.  It  was  not  discovered  there  in  quantity 
until  ten  years  latv^r  than  the  beach-workings.  When 
found  it  lay  underneath  huge  boulders,  some  of  them 
weighing  many  tons,  and  could  only  be  obtained  by 
sluicing.  But  the  returns  justified  large  expenditure  in  the 
way  of  water-races,  and  for  several  years  the  district  was 
prosperous. 


The  Kumara  Church. 

Methodist  miners  were  among  the  first  comers,  and 
visits  were  made  by  preachers  from  Hokitika.  The  first 
service  conducted  in  the  town  was  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Russell, 
then  a  probationer  for  the  ministry.  It  was  held  in  the 
open-air  in  Seddon  Street,  in  August,  1876,  and  a  few  eggs 


wei*e  thrown  at  the  preacher.  Two  months  later  the 
Rev.  G.  S.  Harper  visited  it,  and  speaks  of  the  great  TViih. 
He  was  prevented  from  holding  a  service  by  heavy  rain, 
so  contented  himself  with  distributing  tracts.  Steps  were 
taken  for  the  erection  of  a  church,  and  the  present  plain 
and  substantial  building  was  opened  on  May  27th,  1877. 
The  co6t  was  .£230,  of  which,  unfortunately,  more  thanr  half 
remained  as  debt.  This  proved  a  sore  burden.  Six  small 
sections,  containing  about  an  acre  in  all,  had  V»een  leased 
from  the  Education  Board,  and  it  was  on  this  site  that  the 
church  was  built.  Seven  years  later  the  freehold  was 
obtained  at  a  cost  of  £15.  About  the  time  of  the  church 
opening,  the  first  class  meeting  was  held,  the  names  of  the 
original  members  being  Messrs.  E.  Eckott,  R.  Brown, 
W.  Madhill,  and  T.  Evingdon.  Two  years  later  the  church 
was  lined  and  seated  at  an  outlay  of  £50  further,  and  in 
1881    a  schoolroom  was  attached   thereto  which  cost  £50 


more. 


Staffordtown   Church. 


.  The  ancient,  squat-looking  edifice  in  our  illustration 
has  a  stirring  history.  From  its  converts  has  come  the 
Rev.  P.  W.  Fairclough,  an  Ex-President  of  the  Conference. 
Although  now  a  decayed  mining  village,  Staffbrdtown  was 
formerly  busy  enough,  and  on  July  22nd,  1869,  a  Building 
Committee  was  formed  with  Messrs.  R.  McT^an  as 
chairman,  S.  Lucas  secretary,  and  David  Andei^on 
treasurer,  while  P.  Fairclough  was  present  by  invitation. 
Ito  account  is  given  of  the  first  contract,  but  it  is  reported 
tliat  the  linirfg  cost  £20  and  painting  £16.  The  promoters 
were  anxious  to  secure  a  trust  income,  and  six  months  after 
the  Church  was  opened  eight  seats  were  let  at  ^\e  shillings 
each.  A  month  later  Mr.  Fairclough  was  made  Vestry 
Steward.  While  many  of  the  settlers  lived  in  temporary 
huts,  they  were  anxious  to  secure  the  comfort  of  the  visiting 
minister,  for  the  Trustees  formally  resolved  to  purchase  a 
pair  of  sheets  for  tlie  bed  in  the  vestry.  They  had  good 
anniversaries,  one  of  them  realising  £20.  But  this  did  not 
betray  them  into  lavish  expenditure.  In  April  of  1872, 
an  account  of  six  shillings  for  collection  boxes,  and  three 
shillings  and  sixpence  for  a  stable  bucket,  were  deferred 
until  the  next  meeting.  There  was  some  excuse  for  their 
economy.  On  any  money  they  borrowed  they  had  to'  pay 
interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent.,  and  with  such 
borrowed     money    the     church     porch     was    built.       The 


Staffordtown  Church. 


minute-book  is  kept  with  the  greatest  accuracy,  and  the 
Trustees  evidently  understood  their  responsibilities,  for  in 
1879,  after  paying  the  accounts  for  lighting  and  horse  hire, 
it  was  resolved  thB,%  the  balance  should  be  devoted  to  the 
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Oircait  Fund.  The  oongr^(»tion  wm  enthasiaiBtic  in  ito 
•opport  of  the  Sumlay-school,  which  was  opencMl  by 
Mr.  Michael  Donas  in  February,  1868.  Tlie  Superintendent 
alao  conducted  an  adult  class,  and  a  branch  school  at  his  own 
residence  in  Tunnel  Terrace.  His  successor,  MK  R.  Gunn, 
owing  to  the  increase  of  scholars,  called  Mr.  Fairclough  to 
his  assistance,  and  he  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  school 
in  November,  1869,  this  being  probably  the  first  office  ho 
held  in  the  Methodist  Church.  Funds  were  plentiful,  one 
anniversary  realising  £32.  Being  thus  Hush  of  cash,  the 
day  scholars  were  invited  to  attend  the  annual  picnic. 
Temperance  efforts  were  encouraged,  and  a  Band  of  Hope 
started.  Full  minutes  were  kept  of  teachers'  meetings,  but 
of  one  of  them  the  secretar}'  reports  that,  after  reading  the 
previous  minutes,  '*  there  commenced  a  rumbling  discussion 
which  lasted  for  an  hour,  after  which'  no  one  was  any 
wiser." 

Dillman's  Town, 

an  outlying  district  of  Kumara,  was  also  taken  up  and 
worked.  In  1877  a  site,  with  an  old  buildinjo;  thereon, 
was  purchased  as  a  place  of  worship  for  £84.  For  two  or 
three  years  services  were  held  there,  and  good  congregations 
gathered  1. 

The  Circuit  History 

began  in  1877,  when  the  three  places  named  above  were 
divided  from  Hokitika,  and  tlie  Rev.  W.  S.  Harper  became 
the  first  minister.  Services  were  also  held  at  Greenstone 
and  elsewhere.  The  Quarter  Board  started  well  by  giving 
the  minister  £200  per  annum,  but  after  a  year's  trial  it 
was  found  necessary  to  reduce  it  by  twenty-five  per  cent. 
Mr.  Harper  was  succeeded  by  the  lie  v.  J.  N.  Buttle. 
Being  unable  to  find  suitable  lodgings,  he  constructed  a 
vestry  within  the  church,  partitioning  off^  a  portion  and 
bachelorising  therein.  His  successor — Mr.  Garlick — 
followed  the  same  plan,  and  so  they  literally  dwelt  witliin 
the  sanctuary.  By  this  time  the  prosperity  of  Rumara  had 
suffered  a  severe  check,  and  for  about  twelve  years  it  was 
worked  as  a  Home  Mission  Station,  Messrs.  Hall,  Fennel  I, 
Hosking,  and  S.  Stone  being  the  agents.  Mr.  Hosking, 
in  his  early  days,  had  been  a  minister  of  the  Church,  but 
retired,  and  for  some  time  had  followed  the  occupation  of  a 


printer.    The  last  eleven  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  tiie 

Home  Mission  service  at  Inglewood,  Motueka,  and  Kamarm, 

labouring  in  the  last  for  nearly  seven  years.     Unassnming 

and  gentle  in  manner, 

a     man    of    strong 

friendships    and    of 

catholic    spirit,     he 

w*as  esteemed  by  the 

whole      community. 

He   pi*eached    short 

sermons,     and     was 

exceedingly  diligent 

as    a    pastor.     Just 

before  his  death  he 

repeated  a  verse  of 

a  well-known  hymn 

expressive      of     his 

rest  in  Christ. 

On  Mr.  Stone's 
removal,  the  Rev. 
John  Smith,  a  Super- 
numerary IMinister, 
took  charge  of  the 
station,  and  for  six 
yeara  rendered  ex- 
cellent service.  Then 
Mr.  Benning  was 
pastor  for  three 
years,  and  has  been 
succeeded  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Clark, 
appointed    by    the    Quarterly 


RkV.  B.  GlNGKR. 


In  1882  a  committee  was 
Meeting  to  canvass  for 
subscriptions  for  a  parsonnge,  and  in  the  following  year  a 
comfortable  house  of  six  rooms  was  built  at  a  cost  of  X207. 


Changes  and  Vicissitudes 

have  marked  the  history  of  the  Circait,  but  throughout 
there  have  been  faithful  men  and  women  aiding  the 
Ministers  and  Home  Missionaries,  and  bearing  "  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day."     At  the  outset  there  were 


STAFFOaOTOWN  OFriCI-BIARSKS. 

Uth  Qbver.         Mr.  Geo.  Rpdda. 


Mr.  Glover 


Kumara  Circuit  Tkubtkkh. 

Back  Row.— R.  J.  Barrel,  R.  Barrett.  H.  G.  Haymes. 
Morrlah,  £.  Eekett,  W.  Brown. 


Front  Row.— Jas. 
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two  resident  local  preachers^  but  these  shortly  afterwards 
removed.  Mr.  K  ]^kett,  a  man  of  considerable  intelligence 
and  inflnence,  has,  however,  helped  by  condncting  a  service 
and  reading  a  sermon  in  Knmara  whenever  called  upon. 
With  him  have  been  associated  Messrs.  Brown,  Morrish, 
Haymes,  Barrett,  and  others,  who  still  diligently  work 
there.  At  Staffordtown  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glover  were 
for  a  time  foremost  in  every  good  work  and  word  there. 
They  came  from  Scotland,  were  converted  in  the  place,  and 
np  to  the  date  of  their  death  laboured  earnestly  for  the 
Church  of  their  choice.  Mr.  G.  Ilodda  was  also  for  many 
years  a  standard-bearer  there,  but  has  recently  removed  to 
Hawke's  Bay,     The  Duff  family  reside  there  still,  as  do  a 


few  others  who  have  inspiring  traditions  of  days  gone  bj. 
Times  have  changed.  Goldmining  is  no  longer  the  only  or 
even  the  dominant  industry.  Timber  mills  have  been 
erected  near  the  railway  station  at  Kunaara,  where  t 
township  is  springing  up,  also  on  the  way  to  Jackson't 
These  are  visited  by  the  mi<isionary  as  he  is  able^  then 
being  four  preaching  stations  in  addition  to  the  two 
churches.  The  number  of  members  and  adherents  is  not 
large,  the  former  being  38,  and  the  latter  182,  while  in  the 
two  Sunday-schools  ten  teachers  have  the  care  of  57 
scholars.  The  position  is  an  important  one,  and  if  loed 
preachers  could  be  induced  to  settle  within  its  bounds,  Um 
work  might  be  considerably  enlarged. 


(9        (9  ^1^  Q)        g) 
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(q)    our  foreign  missionary  heroes.    6) 


WN  direct  efforts  for  Foreign  Missions,  the  New  Zealand 
X  Church  is  associated  with  the  Australian  Colonies. 
^  Missions  have  been  established  in  five  groups  of 
islands  in  the  Pacific,  and  the  Gospel  is  also  preached  to 
the  Cliinese  in  Australia.  The  direction  of  these  Missions 
is  confided  to  a  Board  of  Directors  appointed  triennially  by 


Waipa  Station,  X.Z.,  1H40—  Fro)n  a  Pen  and  Inl-   SkefrJi   in  fJte 
possenition  of  Mrn.  R.  ArtJiur,  Aucl-l<in<K 

the  General  Conference.  The  yearly  income  for  1S98  was 
£13,444  2s.  7d.  Of  this  £4108  9s.  lid.  was  contributed  in 
the  Mission  districts  themselves,  and  £927^)  12s.  Sd. 
received  from  the  Colonial  Churches.  Towards  the  latter 
New  Zealand  sent  £1103  9s.  The  working  staff  consists  of 
twenty  European  missionaries,  one  lay  missionary,  and  four 
Mission  sisters.  These  are  assisted  by  eighty  Native 
ordained  ministers,  107  catechists,  and  1225  teachers,  each 
of  the  latter  having  charge  of  a  village.  Eleven  hundred 
and  thirty-three  churches  have  been  erected,  and  there  are 
420  other  preaching  places.  Associated  with  the  ministers 
are  2491  local  preachers,  and  5460  class  leaders.  The 
number  of  Church  members  is  35,237,  with  9478  on 
probation,  and  11,374  catechumens.  The  day  schools 
number  2110,  with  2867  teachers  and  39,427  scholars. 
Sunday-schools  are  not  quite  so  numerous,  there  being  only 
1819,  with  2944  teachers,  but  the  scholars  exceed  those  of 
the  day  schools  by  400.  The  attendants  on  public  worship 
are  123,437.  When  it  is  remembered  that  all  these  have 
been  won  from  heathenism  in  one  lifetime,  it  may  well  be 
said,  "  What  hath  God  wrought  ?" 


THE  FRIENDLY  ISLANDS. 

Next  to  New  Zealand  this  was  the  earliest  field.  Of 
two  hundred  islands  in  the  group  about  one-fourth  are 
inhabited.  There  are  three  distinct  sections  —  Tonga, 
Vavau,  and  Haabai  —  which  were  originally  separate 
kingdoms.  First  discovered  by  Tasman  in  1643,  they  wore 
visited  by  Captain  Cook  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  later, 
when  the  mild  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  induced  him 
to  give  them  their  present  name.     To  a  large  extent  it  waa 


a  misnomer,  as  they  were  cannibals  and  cruel  idolaters. 
Extensive  burial  places  show  that  formerly  there  was  a 
dense  population,  but  within  this  century  it  has  never 
exceeded  30,000.  At  present  the  total  is  not  more  than 
two-thirds  of  that  number. 

The  London  Missionary  Society  in  1797  sent  by  the 
ship  Dujf  ten  artisans  to  civilise  the  people.  The  attempt 
was  a  ghastly  failure,  and  three  of  the  party  being 
murdered,  the  rest  left.  The  Rev.  W.  Lawry  started  a 
Wesleyan  Mission  in  1822.  He  had  encouraging  prospects, 
but  after  fourteen  months,  failure  of  INIrs.  Lawry's  health 
compelled  his  leaving. 

Four  years  later,  the  Revs.  J.  Thomas  and  J.  Hutchison 
settled  at  Hihifo,  and  in  1828  Messrs.  Turner  and  Cross 
took  up  their  residence  at  Nukualofa.  The  people  were 
disposed  to  accept  the  Gospel,  and  particularly  eager  for 
education.  Classes  were  opened  in  the  villages,  and  soon 
attended  by  hundreds  of  young  people,  although  all  the 
lesson  books  had  to  be  prepared  in  manuscript  only.  Soon 
recjuests  came  from  Vavau  and  Haabai  for  teachers.  In 
1829,  the  first  convert,  a  youth  called  Lolohai,  was 
baptised,  Si>c  months  lat^^r  there  was  sixty  persons 
meeting  in  class,  and  at  a  Love  Feast  one  hundred  and 
fifty  were  present,  and  forty-six  spoke.  Shortly  after 
eighty- four  persons  professed  religion  in  one  day.  Tubou, 
King  of  Tonga,  was  baptised  as  Josiah.  In  the  Haabai 
section,  the  people  of  fifteen  islands  renounced  heathenism, 
and  the  Chief  George  was  converted.  He  carried  the 
Gospel  to  Vavau,  and  Finau,  the  resident  chief  there,  burned 
(eighteen  temples,  challenging  the  idols  to  protect  them- 
selves. In  1834,  a  great  revival  took  place,  all  ordinary 
occupations  were  suspended,  and  in  a  few  weeks  2262 
received  the  forgiveness  of  sins.  It  spread  to  Haabai  and 
Tonga.  A  printing  press  by  which  seventeen  hundred 
Gospels  were  distributed,  had  partly  prepared  for  this. 

By  the  death  of  Finau, 
George  became  King  of 
Vavau  as  well  as  Haabai. 
On  professing  Christi- 
anity, he  at  once  liberated 
his  slaves.  Presently  he 
was  made  a  local  preacher, 
and  his  wife  a  class  leader. 
Recognised  as  King  and 
Queen  of  the  whole  group, 
they  were  "the  nursing 
fatherand  nursing  mother 
of  the  Church."  Soon 
every  town  and  village 
had  its  church  and  school. 
So  highly  did  the  people 
value  the  blessings  of 
Christianity,  that  in  1869 
they  contributed  de2300  to 
the    Mission    Fund.     In         Rkv.  J.  Whewrll. 


402 


THE  HISTORY  OF  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


1872  there  were  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  churches,  with 
seven  missionaries  and  ten  Native  ministers.  More  than 
8000  persons  were  enrolled  members,  and  there  were  19,200 
hearers.     Nine  hundred  and  thirty  Native  converts  acted 

as    local    preachers, 


Rev.  J.  W.  Wallis. 


and  1079  as  class 
leaders.  In  the  day 
and  Sunday-schools 
there  were  5380 
scholars.  Practically 
all  the  people  at- 
tended Divine  wor- 
ship, and  more  than 
one  -  third  were 
Church  members. 
Tubou  College  did 
splendid  work  in 
higher  education. 
This  happy  state  of 
things  lasted  for 
about  ten  years,  and 
the  stability  and 
progress  of  th(^  con- 
verts were  quoted  as 
a  striking  instance 
of  missionary  success. 
After  that,  serious 
dissensions  arose, 
and  angry  disputes  occurred.  The  Rev.  S.  W.  Baker, 
for  many  years  I)istrict  Chairman,  had  become 
Premier  of  the  Tongaii  Kingdom.  Disputes  arose 
between  him  and  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Moulton,  the  head 
of  the  Mission.  Political  feeling  was  also  roused. 
The  Tongans  are  impatient  of  control,  and  as  they  were 
supporting  their  own  ministers,  they  recjuested  to  be 
constituted  a  District  in  the  ordinary  way.  This  was 
acceded  to  by  the  General  Conference  of  1h81.  At  the 
same  time  they  re(juested  other  privileges,  and  the  King 
expressed  a  desire  for  Mr.  Moulton's  removal,  l^nfortu- 
nately,  his  letter  did  not  arrive  till  the  Conference  closed. 
Meantime  feeling  became  embittered,  and  when  the 
General  Conference  met  in  1884,  a  request  was  presented 
for  transference  to  New  Zealand,  or  the  formation  of  a 
separate  Conference.  By  some  mischance  that  was  not 
acknowledged  promptly,  but  a  deputation  was  appointed  to 
visit  Tonga.     Before  its  arrival   the   bulk  of   the  Tongan 

Church  had  seceded, 
and  formed  the  Free 
Church  of  Tonga.  The 
Rev.  J.  B.  Watkin 
resigned  his  position 
in  the  Wesleyan  Min- 
istry, and  became  its 
President.  Thirteen 
Native  ministers  went 
with  him.  The  deputa- 
tion consisted  of  three 
experienced  mission- 
aries—the Revs.  Wats- 
ford,  Langham,  and 
Rabone.  Tliey  reported 
that  all  the  Wesleyans 
of  Vavau,  nearly  all 
Haabai,  and  two-thirds 
of  those  in  Tonga 
Rrw  G.  Brown,  D.D.  had  ,  joined    the    new 


organisation.  At  the  following  Conference  only  852 
members  and  2010  hearers  were  reported.  Unworthy 
persecution  of  these  was  resorted  to.  Mr.  Baker  was 
deported  by  the  British  authorities.  Bitter  animosity 
prevailed  between  the  two  churches,  and  some  were  afraid 
avow  themselves  Wesleyans.  Since  that  there  has  been  some 
recovery,  and  there  are  now  seventy-four  churches  and 
ten  preaching  places,  one  European  and  seventeen  Native 
ministers,  406  local  preachers,  and  353  class  leaders,  1306 
members,  and  106  on  trial,  with  658  Sunday  scholars,  and 
3600  attendants.  The  schism  is  greatly  to  be  deplored, 
but  while  the  Free  Church  is  no  longer  part  of  the 
Australasian  Wesleyan  Connexion,  it  is  distinctly 
Methodist,  retaining  its  class  meeting  fellowship,  the 
itinerancy  of  ministers,  and  other  marked  features. 
Overtures  have  been  made  by  direction  of  the  Geneml 
Conference  towards  reunion.  Up  to  this  time  they  have 
not  been  accepted,  but  it  is  hoped  that  within  a  few  years 
this  unhappy  defection  may  be  healed,  and  the  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Tongan  Kingdom  become  a  unit  once  more. 

Links  between  the  Friendly  Islands  and  New  Zealand 
are  numerous.  Tn  the  early  days  New  Zealand  was  part 
of  the  Friendly  Islands  District.  The  Missionaries  Hobbs, 
N.  Turner,  Watkin,  and  W^oon  laboured  in  both  groups. 
The  Revs.  J.  W^hewell  and  J.  T.  Shaw,  who  subsequently 
resided  in  this  colony,  had  also  been  missionaries  there. 
The  Rev.  J.  H.  W^atkin,  now  President  of  the  Free  Church 
of  Tonga,  spent  his  youth  at  Wellington. 

In  18r>7  the  Rev.  James  W.  Wallis  volunteered 
for  the  Friendly  Islands'  Mission,  in  place  of  the 
Rev.  W.  C.  Oliver.  He  proved  himself  an  apt  linguist 
and  a  capable  missionary.  After  two  years  he  was 
removed  to  Samoa,  but  never  lost  his  first  love,  and  kept 
the  Friendly  Islands  well  before  New  Zealand  MethfxJists. 
He  returned  to  New  Zealand  in  1871,  and  after  a  long 
illness  died  on  August  2nd,  1877,  in  his  thirty-fifth  year. 
His  widow,  who  is  also  a  native  of  the  colony,  resides  at 
Oanuiru. 


SAMOA  OR  NAVIGATOR'S  GROUP. 

At  the  lequest  of  the  Natives,  the  Rev.  Peter  Turner 
left  the  Friendly  Islanrls  in  June,  18.35,  to  commence  a 
mission  in  Samoa.  His  voyage  was  perilous,  being  tossed 
in  a  storm  seven  days  before  he  reached  Niua  Isbmd. 
There  he  stayed  two  months,  and  two  churches  were  built, 
l^anding  at  Manono, 
the  successes  of  the 
Friendly  Islands  were 
repeated.  In  a  few 
months  hundreds  and 
even  thousands  of 
Natives  accepted  Chris- 
tianity, desired  educa- 
tion, and  attended  di- 
vine worship.  The  Rev. 
M.  Wilson  was  sent 
as  assistant  and  the 
work  rapidly  advanced. 

Before  Mr.  Turner's 
arrival.  Native  teachers 
of  the  London  Mission- 
ary Society  from  Rara- 
tonga  had  been  sent  to 
Samoa,  and  two  months 
after  his   going   there 


Mrs.  G.  Brown. 
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the  Rev.  TnU  arrived.  That  MiMion  also  was  exoeedingli^ 
prosperous.  The  directors  of  the  two  societies  thought 
it  a  mistake  for  missioiiaries  of  both  to  be  labouring  in  one 
group,  and  agreed  that  Samoa  should  be  given  over  to  the 

London  Missionary 
Society,  and  Fiji  to  the 
Wesleyan  Church.  To 
this  the  Samoan  Wes- 
leyans  demurred.  The 
res  id  en  t  missionaries 
also  thought  it  a  mis- 
take and  waited  for  a 
further  reference  to  Eng- 
land, but  the  answer 
being  decided,  they  were 
obliged  to  withdraw. 

On  the  formation  of 
the  Australasian  Con- 
ference the  situation  was 
reviewed.  The  Samoan 
Wesleyans  had  kept  up 
their  churches  and  wor- 
ship, and  requested  that 
a  missionary  should  be 
sent.  In  1858  it  was 
attached  to  the  Friendly 
Islands'  District,  and  the 
Rev.  M.  Dyson  and 
Barnabas  Ahongalu 
were  sent  to  reopen  the 
Mission.  They  were  heartily  welcomed.  Three  years  later 
a  second  station  was  formed,  another  missionary  sent,  and 
the  following  year  Samoa  was  constituted  a  separate 
Ecclesiastical  District.  Since  then  tribal  wars  and 
political  disputes  have  been  prevalent.  Notwithstanding 
these  disturbing  influences,  the  Mission  is  prosperous,  and 
there  are  two  European  and  four  Native  missionaries, 
while  in  the  two  Circuits  seventeen  separate  sections  have 
each  a  resident  Native  catechist.  Forty-nine  churches, 
many  of  them  exceedingly  handsome  and  elaborate,  have 
been  erected.  There  are  2267  persons  in  church  fellowship, 
and  6109  attendants  on  public  worship.  In  the  day- 
schools  are  1517  pupils,  while  a  Normal  School  for  teachers, 
and  a  District  Training  Institution  for  Native  ministers 
are  also  in  operation. 

New  Zealand  had  the  honour  in  1861  of  sending  a 
distinguished  missionary  into  this  field.  The  Rev.  George 
Brown,  D.D.,  is  a  native  of  the  County  of  Durham,  and  a 
nephew  of  the  late  Rev.  T.  Buddie.  His  early  life  was 
adventurous.  Several  professions  were  attempted,  but  the 
voung  man  was  restless,  and  in  the  Crimean  War  went 
thithcvr  as  a  sailor  in  one  of  the  transports.  Subsequently 
he  sailed  to  America,  and  resided  in  the  backwoods  of 
Canada.  Coming  to  New  Zealand,  he  found  his  way  to 
Mr.  Buddie's  house,  and  under  the  influence  of  that 
Christian  home  was  converted,  and  became  a  local 
preacher.  The  Auckland  Circuit  recommended  him  to  the 
ministry,  and  for  fourteen  years  he  diligently  laboured  in 
Samoa,  helped  by  his  brave  wife,  a  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  James  Wallis.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  time 
he  was  chairman  of  the  district  In  1875  he  was  appointed 
to  Mission  New  Britain  on  his  own  lines.  His  method 
was  the  larger  appointment  of  Native  teachers,  a  band  of 
whom  accompanied  him.  Seven  years  were  spent  there. 
Amidst  great  hardships,  and  not  a  little  peril,  the 
Mission     was     commenced,     and     became     exceedingly 


prosperous.  On  account  of  health  Mr.  Brown  returned  to 
tbe  colonies,  and  after  three  years  circuit  work  in 
Sydn^,  was  made  Foreign  Mission  Secretary.  In 
189C^  h^  proposed  a  further  extension  to  New  Onineai 
and  was  deputed  to  survey  the  position.  He  landed 
entirely  alone^  and  after  wide  travelling  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  thece  was  an  opening.  The  following  year 
he  led  a  band  of  Europeaa  missionaries  and  Native  Sgents 
to  this  new  field.  Since  then  he  has  visited  all  the  Mission 
groups,  and  for  over  twelve  months  resided  as  Special 
Commissioner  in  the  Friendly  Islands^  He  is  an  excellent 
linguist,  and  probably  has  as  large  an  acquaintance  with 
the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people  in  the  South 
Pacific  as  any  living  missionary.  Utterly  insensible  to 
fear,  and  with  a  heart  touched  with  the  needs^  of  the 
Native  people,  he  still  pleads  for  more  missionaries  anjl  a 
wider  extension.  As  Mission  Secretary  he  is  able  tg 
enhoarten  the  brethren  in  the  field,  both  by  correspondence 
and  visits.  He  has  lectured  on  South  Sea  Missions  in 
Great  Britain  and  America.  Dr.  Brown  is  a  man  of 
considerable  scientific  attainments,  a  philologist,  an  elected 
F.R.G.S.,  and  member  of  several  learned  societies.  Among 
these  is  the  Geographical  Society  of  Jena — probably  the 
oldest  in  Europe.  A  few  years  since  the  McGill 
University  of  Montreal  honoured  itself  by  conferring  upon 
him  the  degree  of  D.D.  The  New  Zealand  Church  may 
well  be  thankful  that  from  its  midst  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brown 
went  forth  to  begin  the  work  for  God  and  Missions,  which 
they  have  been  doing  for  forty  years. 


THE    FIJIAN   GROUP 

is  situated  360  miles  north-west  of  the  Friendly  Island?. 
There  are  about  151  islands,  of  which  one-half  are 
inhabited.  Many  are  small,  but  the  two  principal  ones 
are  from  eighty  to  ninety  miles  long  by  thirty  to  forty 
miles  broad.  While  Tasman  saw  these  islands,  and 
Captain  Cook  visited  them,  it  was  not  until  1806  that 
trade  was  established,  when  a  demand  for  sandal  wood  and 
heche-(le-wei'  sprang  up.  A  few  convicts  and  traders  settled 
there.  They  found  the  Fijians  probably  the  most  degraded 
of  the  world's  population.  They  were  inveterate  cannibals, 
extremely  vicious,  and  abominably  cruel.  Suicides,  adultery, 
fraud,  and  theft  were  common  and  admii*ed.  The 
population  was  large —probably  150,000.  Thei'e  were  local 
idols,  and  their  worship  was  accompanied  by  bloody, 
revolting,  and  obscene 
rites.  The  desperate 
condition  of  the  people 
appealed  to  the  Friendly 
Islands'  missionaries, 
and  in  1834  the  Revs. 
Cross  and  Cargill  were 
appointed  to  commence 
a  Mission.  In  October 
of  the  following  year 
they  arrived  at  La- 
kemba.  Many  Tongans 
were  settled  there,  so 
that  the  Fijians  under- 
stood Tonguese.  Hence 
Mr.  Cross  was  able  on 
his  first  Sunday  to 
conduct  service,  by 
expounding  the  first 
chapter     of      Genesis. 
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Within  three  weeks  a  Tongan  Chief  and  his  people  accepted 
Christianity.  Their  influence  told  on  othei-s,  and  the 
following  year  some  Fijians  were  baptised.  The 
Rev.    J.    Watkin   published   a   stirring  tract   in   England 

entitled  **  Pity  Poor 
Fiji."  This  led  to  a 
reinforcement  of  the 
Mission.  It  was  made 
a  separate  district,  and 
in  1838  three  addi- 
tional missionaries  were 
sent,  and  in  the  year 
following  two  more. 
Of  the  difficulties, 
hardships,  and  perils 
to  which  the  early 
labourers  were  exposed 
it  is  impossible  to  give 
the  briefest  account. 
Their  feelings  were 
lacerated  by  the  abomi- 
nations and  cruelties  of 
heathenism,  and  by 
the  revolting  orgies 
of  cannibal  feasts. 
Undaunted  they  worked  on.  Hunt,  one  of  the  early 
missionaries,  had  the  zeal  of  an  Apostle,  and  though  he 
died  after  ten  years'  work,  did  much  in  the  way  of 
translation.  Lyth,  a  medical  missionary,  gave  himself 
sedulously  to  the  training  of  Native  agents,  and 
James  Calvert  used  the  printing  press  to  great  advantage. 
After  many  years  the  tide  turncid.  Hundreds  of  Natives 
were  converted.  I>au,  the  stronghold  of  heathenism,  was 
transformed.  Thakombau,  the  King,  blood-thirsty  and 
ferocious,  became  soundly  converted,  and  died  in  the  faith 
of  the  Gospel.  The  stone  upon  which  cannibal  victims 
were  slain  in  the  heathen  temph^  has  b(»en  hollowt»d  out 
for  a  font,  and  is  now  used  for  Christian  r»abtism.  The 
labours  of  the  early  missionaries  have  been  successfully 
followed  up  by  Messrs.  Williams,  Watsford,  Waterhouse, 
Langham,  Nettleton,  Polglase,  Fordham,  Royce,  and  othei's, 
and  the  story  of  the  MivSsion  has  been  told  by  the 
Revs.  T.  Williams  and  0.  S.  Rowe.  The  Missicm  has  had 
its  baptism  of  blood,  for  in  1807  the  Rev.  Thomas  l>aker, 
with  a  Native  missionary, 
students      were      murdered      by 


Rev.  T.  J.  Walms. 


and 


MR:i.  T.  J.   Wall  IS. 


two  teachers  and  six 
the  heathen,  in  the 
interior  of  Viti-l(?vu. 
The  little  island  of 
Rotumah  was  evangel- 
ised from  Fiji. 

The  population  of  P^iji 
has  declined  through 
the  introduction  of 
European  diseases,  not- 
ably by  an  epi(l(»mic  of 
measles,  and  does  not 
now  exceed  100,000,  but 
the  Church  prospers.  At 
the  jubilee  in  188.^>  a 
deputation  was  sent 
from  the  Colonies.  The 
Rev.  A.  Reid,  one  of  its 
members,  testified  on  his 
return  tliat  for  know- 
ledge of  their  Bibles, 
attention  to  famWy  aivd 
public      worship,      and 


readiness  to  contribute  to  the  spread  of  the  G<»«pel,  the 
Fijians  would  compare  with  any  Christians  he  knew.  Their 
zeal  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  for  more  than  twenty  years 
past  young  men  have  annually  volunteered  for  New  Britain 
and  New  Guinea  to  carry  on  Mission  work  there.  I^sMes 
maintaining  their  churches,  they  contribute  jf3350  yearly 
to  the  Mission  Funds.  In  the  ten  circuits  there  are 
978  churches,  and  324  other  preaching  places,  built  by  the 
Natives  themselves.  Eleven  European  missionaries  have 
the  help  of  seventy-one  Native  ministers,  and  105r> 
teachers  in  the  villages.  There  are  over  2000  local 
preachers,  and  5000  class  leaders.  The  Church  members 
number  31,422  with  8251  more  on  probation.  The  whrle 
education  is  practically  in  the  hands  of  the  Mission,  and 
33,3(39  scholars  are  under  the  care  of  2723  day-school 
teachers.  The  number  of  attendants  on  public  worship  is 
94,609.  Owing  to  the  Coolie  immigration  by  which  ten 
thousand  Indians  have  settled  in  Fiji,  there  are  new  and 
grave  perils.  A  missionary  sister  luis  b<»en  appointed  to 
labour  amongst  these.  High  schools  for  Native  girls  have 
recently  been  started,  while  the  training  institution  and 
the  Native  College  for  young  men  are  kept  up.  An 
unexpected  result  was  that  the  islands  were  ceded  to 
Great  Britain,  and  for  several  years  past  have  been  .a  Crown 
colony. 

New  Zealand  had  a 
special  interest  in  the 
Fijian  Mission  from 
the  beginning.  The 
early  missionaiies  — 
Hunt,  Watsford, 
Calvert,  and  others, 
called  at  Auckland  fni 
route.  Dr.  Lyth,  for 
a  few  years  after  his 
retirement  from  Fiji, 
laboured  in  Auckland. 
William  Fletcher,  after 
working  in  the  Auck- 
land College,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  minis- 
try, and  in  1«S58  went 
to  Fiji,  where  for 
seven  years  he  toiled  Mrs.  J.  CRr.MP. 
successfully,    the 

greater  part  of  the  time  in  the  Native  Tiaining  Institution. 
H(J  also  married  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Wallis,  who  proved 
herself  a  helpmeet.  For  five  years  following  Mr.  Fletcher 
lived  in  Rotumah,  where  he  translated  the  New  Testament, 
and  so  earned  the  lasting  gratitude  of  its  people.  The 
Kev.  J.  H.  Simonds  spent  a  short  time  in  Fiji.  Our 
present  reprcvsentatives  are  the  Revs.  W.  Slade  and 
T.  J.  Wallis,  and  their  wives.  Mr.  Slade  is  an  Englishman 
by  birth,  and  came  to  New  Zealand  about  twenty  years 
since.  After  studying  at  Three  Kings  College,  he  spent 
five  years  in  the  Alaori  and  C<^lonial  ministry.  Thirteen 
yeai*s  have  since  been  given  to  Fiji,  whore  he  has  proved 
himself  an  able  missionary,  not  only  by  preaching,  but  bv 
introducing  to  his  people  some  of  the  arts  and  conveniences 
of  civilisation.  Mrs.  Slade  was  formerly  Miss  Gilmour,  of 
Raglan.  The  Rev.  T.  J.  Wallis  has  an  hereditary  love  for 
Missions,  in  wiiich  his  grandfather  and  uncle  were  so  long 
engaged.  He  also  served  five  years  in  the  New  Zealanci 
Church.  In  1890,  having  married  Miss  M.  Fergusson,  I».A., 
of  Dunedin,  he  took  up  the  Fijian  work,  where  his  diligence 
awd  ^Y^^N^T^Avc^  \v\5k.N^  cc>vwK\^\\dftcl  Mm  both  to  the  people 
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NEW  BRITAIN,  DUKB  OP  YORK,  AND  NEW 
IRELAND. 

On  the  Rev.  O.  Brown's  retarn  from  Samoa  in  1874,  in 
company  with  a  Fijian  missionary  of  experience,  he  visited 
the  above  places  on  a  tour  of  inspection.     He  fonnd  a 
teeming  population  utterly  ignorant  of  the  Gospel,  and 
volunteered   to    open    a  Mission    among    them.     In    the 
following  year,  on  his  recommendation,  these  places  were 
made  a  separate  district.     He    was  the  only  European 
missionary,  but  associated  with  him  were  ten  catechists 
from  the  Friendly  Islands  and  Fiji,  who  had  also  offered 
for  the  work.     With  his  brave  wife,  and  in  company  with 
these    Native    teachers,    Mr.    Brown    started     the    new 
enterprise.     As    he    became    more    acquainted   with    the 
country  and  people  he  found  the  curse  of  Babel  in  its  worst 
form.     I^umberless  languages 
were  used,  and  within    even 
a  mile,  entirely  different  dia- 
lects  employed.     The   people 
were     exceedingly    covetous, 
and  had  no  idea  of  gifts.     A 
roan  even  sold  goods  to  his 
wife,    and    vice   versa.      The 
revolting  and  disgusting  prac- 
tices of  heathenism,  including 
cannibalism  and    infanticide, 
wore  also  common. 

Undeterred  by  these  diffi- 
culties, Mr.  Brown  began  his 
work.  He  had  great  trials. 
His  health  broke  down,  and  he 
had  to  leave  for  the  Colonies. 
While  he  was  absent  sick- 
ness entered  his  home,  and 
bereavement  also.  There  was 
strong  and  active  opposition 
by  the  heathen  as  well.  It 
took  the  form  of  a  systema- 
tic attack  on  the  teachers  and 
in  New  Ireland  Silas,  a  Fijian 
Native  Minister,  and  some 
catechists  were  murdered. 
Mr.  Brown  took  up  arms  in 
their  defence,  and,  accom- 
panied by  tradera,  defeated 
the  native  warriors.  His 
action  was  much  criticised  at 
the  time,  but  events  proved 
its  wisdom.  In  the  midst  of 
all      these      difficulties      he 

acquired  the  language  of  the  Duke  of  York  Island,  which 
was  made  the  standard  of  the  group,  translated  the  Gospel, 
composed  hymns  and  prepared  reading  books,  laying  broad 
and  deep  the  foundations  for  successful  work.  His 
successors— the  Revs.  W.  Brown,  Danks,  Rickard,  and 
Chambers— have  built  thereon,  and  there  are  at  present 
78  churches,  and  22  other  preaching  places,  three  Eufopean 
and  four  Native  Missionaries,  with  nine  catechists.  There 
are  1655  Church  members,  486  others  on  trial,  and  886 
catechumens.  Three  thousand  scholars  are  taught  in  98 
schools,  and  10,459  persons  statedly  listen  to  the  preachers. 
Last  year  they  contributed  £529  10s  lid  towards  the 
Mission  Fund.  Only  the  depleted  state  of  the  Mission 
exchequer  prevents  a  much-needed  extension  of  the  agency. 

Since    the    Mission    commenced    circumstances    have 
changed.    German  influence  has  become  predominant.    The 


Oovemment.  To  aid  in  meeting  these  altered  conditions 
the  Rev.  H.  Fellmann,  a  native  bom  German  Methodist 
Minister,  and  his  wife  have  been  employed. 

The  Rev.  F.  B.  Oldham,  now  stationed  in  Gisbome,  was 
a  missionary  in  that  group  for  eight  years,  and  did  good 
work.  His  place  has  Men  taken  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Crump. 
Mr.  Crump  is  a  nephew  of  the  Rev.  J.  Crump  of  Nelson. 
He  came  to  New  Zealand  about  twelve  years  since,  and 
found  employment  in  Blenheim.  There  he  became  a  local 
preacher,  and  was  sent  by  that  circuit  into  the  ministry. 
After  two  years'  training  at  Three  Kings,  he  volunteered 
for  Missions.  Gentle  in  manner,  skilful  io  the  use  of 
tools,  with  some  knowledge  of  medicine  and  surgery,  he  has 
proved  himself  well  fitt^  for  his  work.  He  is  now  in 
charge  of  the  District  Trainiug  Institution  for  Teachers 

and  Native  Ministers,  and  is 
making  his  work  tell.  Mrs. 
Crump  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Rose,  of  Kegworth,  Blenheim, 
and      was     for     some    years 

organist     of     the    Blenheim 

Church. 


Rev.  J.  A.  Crump. 


NEW  GUINEA. 

When  the  partition  of  New 
Guinea  by  the  European 
Powers  took  place.  Sir  William 
McGregor  was  appointed  Go- 
vernor of  British  New  Guinea, 
which  compnsed  the  south- 
eastern end  of  the  Island,  and 
the  group  of  islands  beyond. 
As  Colonial  Secretary  in  Fiji, 
he  had  seen  the  excellent 
work  done  by  the  Mission 
there,  and  soon  after  his 
arrival  invited  the  Committee 
to  start  work  in  this  new 
district.  The  matter  was 
discussed  at  the  Sydney 
General  Conference  of  1890, 
and  before  the  Conference 
rose.  Dr.  Rrown  started  on  a 
voyage  of  inspection.  He 
found  a  dense  population, 
estimated  at  a  quarter  of  a 
million  at  least.  An  indica- 
tion of  the  moral  state  of  the 
people  and  their  proclivities 
was  given  by  the  fact  that  in  the  first  house  in  which  he 
slept,  about  twenty  human  heads  of  enemies  slain  were 
suspended  from  the  rafters.  Although  the  Iiondon 
Missionary  Society  had  opened  stations  in  other  parts  of 
the  main  land  some  years  before,  this  portion  was  untouched 
by  Christian  agency.  Tlie  facts  which  Dr.  Brown  presented 
on  his  return  impressed  the  Board  with  the  belief  that 
there  was  a  providential  call  thither.  In  March  of  the 
following  year  the  centenary  of  John  Wesley's  death  was 
celebrated  in  the  several  Colonial  Conferences  at  their 
assembling,  and  a  special  financial  appeal  made  for  the 
projected  Mission. 

On  the  27th  May,  1891,  there  left  Sydney  Wharf  the 
largest    Mission   partv   ever    d^tsAK^   \sv  *C^  ^^bssssiJ&caatvw 


isifUQds  have  received  Oei-man  Mines,  and  are  under  that  FijVan  mmVotiArsf  oi  ^W««iv  ^^»jc^   ^^v®^'^^'^ 
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appointed  leader,  Mrs.  Bromilow,  the  Revs.  J.  T.  Field, 
J.  Watson,  S.  B.  Fellows,  and  twenty-two  Native  teachers 
and  catechists  from  the  Friendly,  Samoan,  and  Fijian 
Islands,  with  their  wives,  the  whole  party  numbering  Mty, 

The  Nati  ve  teachei*s 
were  all  volunteers. 
In  Fiji  it  was 
thought  that  they 
did  not  understand 
the  conditions,  and 
they  were  brought 
before  the  Gover- 
norand  other 
oiiicials  to  ascertain 
whether  any  pres- 
sureliad  been 
brought  to  bear. 
They  at  once  re- 
plied that  all  the 
difficulties  of  cli- 
mate, language,  a 
strange  people,  and 
unaccustomed  food 
had  been  put  be- 
fore them,  but  that 
their  love  f(»r  the 
Ijord  Jesus  Christ 
prompted  them  to 
brave  all  this,  and 
even  death  itself,  should  that  be  the  result.  Right  nobly 
have  they  kept  their  word,  and  though  some  have  fallen  at 
their  posts,  their  places  have  been  filled  by  others  as 
willing. 

The  work  accomplished  calls  for  profound  thankfulness. 
The  language  has  been  reduced  to  writing.  Two  of  the 
Gospels  and  other  portions  of  Scripture  have  been 
translated.  Hymns  have  been  composed,  school  books 
provided.  An  orphanage  has  been  started,  and  a  number 
of  children  saved  from  death.  Cannibalism  has  been 
repressed,  and  is  almost  extinct.  Large  congregations 
attend  the  services.  Not  a  few  have  been  converted,  and 
some  are  trained  for,  and  are  actually  engaged,  in  Christian 
service.  Four  circuits  have  been  established,  and  at  these 
in  33  churches  and  57  other  preaching  places  12,i:00 
persons  attend  public  worship  on  the  Ix)rd's  Day.     The 


Kiv.  S.  B.  Fkllowh. 


four  European  ministers  ai-o  assisted  by  one  lay  missionary 
and  four  missionary  sisters,  who  do  invaluable  work  &s 
teachers,  and  train  the  girls  to  habits  of  order  and  industry. 
There  are  nine  catechists  and  twenty  village  teachers.  The 
Church  members  number  383  ;  212  are  on  probation,  and 
there  are  431  catechums.  In  twenty  day  schools  there  are 
1468  scholars.  On  leaving  the  Island,  Sir  William 
MacGregor  declared  that  the  progress  was  simply 
marvellous,  the  results  most  creditable,  and  in  Dobu  life 
and  property  were  as  safe  as  in  Sydney. 

The  Rev.  S.  B.  Fellows  represents  this  Colony  there. 
He  came  fi-om  England  to  New  Zealand  fifteen  years  ago, 
and  shortly  afterwards  became  a  candidate  for  the  miuistr}'. 
After  his  college  term,  he  was  appointed  to  Kiverton, 
where  he  spent  three  years,  and  then  at  his  own  request 
was  transferred  to  this  new  mission  field.  Robust  in 
constitution,  a  skilled  worker  in  metals,  utterly  fearless, 
and  blest  with  common  sense,  he  has  done  good  service,  and 
is  now  in  charge  of  one  of  the  most  important  stations. 
Mr.  Watson,  one  of  the  original  band,  was  obliged  to 
return  to  the  Colonies  by  failure  of  heaUh.  His  place  has 
been  taken  by  the  Kev.  Ambrose  Fletcher,  a  New  Zealand 
born    boy,    while   Mrs.    Fletcher   is   a    daughter    of    the 


Wam'A  Station,  N.Z.,  1H4():  A  Second   Vikw. — From  Sketch  m 
iwaseniiion  of  Mi  a.  R.  Art}iui\  Auckland.    Diawn  hy  W'.F.  Fcrbee. 

lU'v.  R.  Bavin,  and  claims  this  Colony  cs  her  birth|daee. 
We  are  j^lad  to  present  portraits  of  these  missionary  heroei 
of  the  Now  Zealand  Church,  in  whose  work  the  membenof 
our  Church  are  properly  and  intensely  interested. 


THE   COLONIAL   CHURCHES. 


107 


POBT   LVTTEI.TON   Sllll-   "  CkK.sSV  "   AKKlVINci,    JS5<).— /■Vox;  .S/,t/(/i  kiiiillil  lent  hy  Mr.  II.  M.  Ci:  :<firill . 
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Port  Lyttelton  Ship  "  Ckessy  " — Passkxukks  Laxuim;,  IHoO.—Fium  ^kctrh  kitflhj  lent  /uj  Mc,  ll.  iL  Cv•c^^\v^\V. 
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C^     CANTERBURY  DISTRICT,     Q 


^^y^ITH  the  exception  of  the  Cheviot  Home  Mission,  the 
preaching  places  of  which  are  within  Nelson's 
territory,  the  Ecclesiastical  District  of  Canterbury 
is  co-termiuous  with  the  Provincial  District  of  the  same 
name.  That  province  is  one  of  the  fairest  and  most  fertile 
in    the  *'  Britain    of    the    South."     Other    portions  of  the 


High  Street  Church,  Christchurch. 


Colony  may  present  more  attractive  scenery,  but  in  none  is 
the  soil  more  productive,  or  better  adapted  for  agricultural 
and  grazing  purposes.  Stretching  from  the  Hurunui  River 
to  the  Waitaki,  it  is  almost  a  rectangular  block  two 
hundred  miles  by  fifty.  The  Southern  Alps  form  a 
magnificent  background,  and  the  rivers  descending  from 
thence  increase  the  fertility  of  the  plains.  In  years  to 
come  their  waters  will  be  more  fully  used  for  irrigation,  and 
so  the  present  productiveness  of  the  land  be  increased. 
Apart  from  the  clumps  of  bush  at  Riccarton,  Papanui,  and 
Woodend,  the  Plains  were  almost  treeless  when  the  first 
settlers  came.  This  made  the  work  of  cultivation  easy,  as 
the  settlers  could  plough  their  ground  at  once,  although  the 
many  swamps,  watercourses,  and  rivers  rendered  travelling 
difficult. 

The  Province,  too,  was  singularly  fortunate  in  its 
initiation.  Started  by  the  Canterbury  Association  in  1849, 
under  the  presidency  of  Lord  Lyttelton,  there  were 
associated  with  him  men  who  had  identified  themselves  with 
"NVakofield's     schemes     of    colonisation,    and      who     gave 


themselves  to  working  out  the  same  with  the  greatest 
enthusiasm.  The  wisdom  of  their  plans  is  .shown  by  the 
excellent  provision  made  for  education,  and  by  the  setting 
apart  of  valuable  reserves.  Within  a  dozen  years  from  the 
arrival  of  the  "  Canterbury  Pilgrims "  in  the  first  four 
ships,  and  when  the  Province  had  only  a  total  population 
of  15,000,  the  Moorhouse  Tunnel  was  constructed,  and  t 
railway  built  from  Christchurch  to  Lyttelton.  Excellent 
roads  were  also  constructed.  Under  the  energetic  rule  of 
Superintendents  Moorhouse,  Bealey,  and  Holies  ton,  the 
natural  advantages  were  improved,  and  the  community  was 
in  every  respect  self-reliant,  progressive,  and  prosperous. 

Somewhat  more  slowl}',  but  still  surely,  the  progress  has 
been  since  maintained,  and  of  the  Colony's  total  population 
of  729,000,  143,000  now  reside  within  its  bounds.  More 
than  a  third  of  these  are  to  be  found  in  Christchurch  and 
its  suburban  districts,  but  there  are  also  more  flourishing 
country  towns  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Colony.  The 
Ports  of  Timaru  and  Lyttelton,  and  the  inland  towns  of 
Kaiapoi,  Rangiora,  Ashburton,  and  Waimate  are  well 
established,  and  give  promise  of  further  growth.  In  1898 
fifteen  million  bushels  of  grain  were  grown  in  Canterbury, 
and  29 A  millions  of  pounds  of  wool,  the  latter  alone  valued 
at  £798,000.  One-sixth  of  the  Colony's  imports  came  into 
the  hands  of  its  people,  and  they  sent  out  one-fourth  of  the 
exports.  The  Canterbury  College,  Museum,  and  Public 
Library  provide  excellent  facilities  for,  and  give  great 
stimulus  to  higher  education,  while  in  the  primary  schools 
27,000  pupils  are  enrolled. 

The  Methodist  Church  History 

is  contemporaneous  with  that  of  the  Province  itself.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  founders  of  the  settlement  intended 
that  Canterbury  should  be  a  Church  of  England  preserve. 
They  were  themselves  devout  and  enthusiastic  members. 
Pastors  were  sent  out  in  the  first  ships,  their  parishes  were 
designated  on  the  Canterbury  block,  and  great  pains  were 
taken  that  the  "  Pilgrims  "  should  also  be  good  churchmen 
and  churchwomen.  While  the  avowed  purpose  was  to 
transplant  "a  slice  of  English  society  cut  from  top  to 
bottom,"  it  was  proposed  to  exclude  all  who  were  not 
members  of  the  Anglican  communion.  Happily  for  the 
promoters  this  failed.  It  was  required  that  all  immigrants 
should  obtain  a  certificate  from  the  parish  clergyman.  The 
clergymen  gave  certificates  to  not  a  few  Methodists,  and 
these  were  by  no  means  disposed  to  hide  their  colours. 
There  is  a  tradition,  that  on  one  of  the  first  vessels  a 
Methodist  prayer  meeting  was  held  as  they  came  down  the 
English  Channel,  and  created  such  consternation  that  it 
was  seriously  debated  whether  they  should  not  call  at 
Plymouth  and  land  these  "  dissenting  heretics."  What  is 
certain  is  that  while  the  barque  "  Cressy "  lay  at 
Gravesend  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quaife  sang,  "  Come  ye  that  love 
the  Lord,"  as  they  sat  near  the  bows  of  the  vessel  in 
the  evening.  The  singing  attracted  Joseph  Pat  trick 
and  his  family.  Coming  up  to  them  he  said  :  "  Bless  the 
Lord,  I  know  you   are   Wesleyans,"  while  the    tears   ran 
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his  cheeks.  On  the  voyage  the  two  families 
raged  each  other.  Another  stout-hearted  Methodist 
ftc  W.  Philpot— on  the  evening  of  his  arrival  at 
Iton,  gathered  his  family  together  in  a  comer  of  the 

Immigrants'  Barracks 
and  held  family  wor- 
ship, reading  the  scrip- 
tures, and  offering 
prayer.  Some  of  these 
early  Metliodists  were 
persecuted.  One  man 
and  his  wife  had  good 
situations  offered,  but 
coupled  therewith  the 
condition  that  they 
must  attend  the 
Anglican  Church, 
receive  the  sacrament 
from  its  ministers,  and 
renounce  Methodism. 
To  their  honour  be  it 
said  they  declined. 
Later  on  they  were 
boycotted  for  their 
principles,  and  threat- 
ened with  citation 
before  the  Church 
Courts,  because  the 
lared  to  open  a  Sunday-school.  Even  clergymen  took 
II  this  petty  spitefulness.  To  the  honour  of  the  good 
A  be  it  said  that  she  reminded  these  would-be  spiritual 
jOn  that  though  in  New  Zealand  they  were  still  Queen 
ria's  subjects,  and  Her  Majesty  gave  liberty  of 
ience  to  all.  They,  therefore,  **  spake  often  one  to 
er,  and  the  Lord  hearkened  and  heard." 


Mb.  J.  Wood. 


At  the  Out-set 

irbury  was  placed  upon  the  Wellington  Circuit  Plan. 
July  to  September,  18.52,  Lyttelton  appears  as  being 
led  with  a  Sunday  evening  service,  the  preacher 
nted — R.  Nankivell — standing  as  No.  8  on  the  Plan. 
Rev.  J.  Watkin  also  visited  the  settlement,  and 
hed  in  a  carpenter's  shop  at  Lyttelton,  and  at 
?hi]pot's  whare  in  Hagley  Park.  A  minister  had  been 
Bdy  requested,  and  in  1853  Mr.  Aldred  was  appointed. 
ome  cause  the  appointment  was  not  taken  up,  but  the 
I  which  conveyed  the  Rev.  W.  Kirk  to  Otago  put  into 
tlton  for  repairs.  Immediately  the  few  Methodists 
and  in  Christchurch  saw  in  his  coming  an  answer  to 
prayers,  wrote  to  Mi .  Watkin,  the  Chairman  of  the 
let,  and  secured  permission  for  his  remaining  a  few 
hs.  He  found  that  class  and  prayer  meetings  had 
already  established  on  the  Plains,  and  he  organised  a 
;h.  The  following  year  the  Rev.  J.  Aldred  aiTived, 
rom  that  day  to  this  it  has  been  maintained. 


The  Rrst  Twelve  Years 

k  period  of  wonderful  progress.  There  were  difficulties 
&ced.     Roads  were  almost  non-existent.     When  the 

band  of  Methodists  from  St.  Albans  came  to 
tchnrch  for  service,  the  women  had  to  take  off  their 

and  stockings  after  wading  through  the  mud  and 
•.    They  were  accustomed  to  put  on  their  dry  boots 


where  now  Mr.  Rntland's  house  stands — opposite  theHdly 
Road — and  on  returning  resumed  the  sodden  ones,  which 
had  been  hidden  in  the  flax  bushes.  On  Mr.  Kirk's  first 
journey  the  women  had  built  up  a  path  with  tussocks  and 
nigger  heads,  and  along  this,  supported  by  Messrs.  Quaife 
and  Pattrick,  the  preacher  slowly  made  his  way.  Zeal  and 
perseverance  overcame  these  obstacles.  Churches  were 
erected,  first  small  and  then  larger,  both  at  Lyttelton  and 
in  the  city ;  also  at  Kaiapoi,  Papanui,  St.  Albans,  and 
elsewhere,  the  whole  culminating  in  the  erection  of  the 
commodious  and  substantial  Durham  Street  Church  in 
1864.  Education  was  also  diligently  promoted,  and  at 
several  places  schools  were  started.  In  no  part  of  the 
Colony  did  Methodism  extend  so  rapidly,  and  in  none  had 
it  a  firmer  hold.  Its  members  may  appropriate  the 
language  of  ancient  Israel  and  devoutly  say  of  the  vine 
which  God  Himself  planted  :  "  Thou  preparest  room  before 
it,  and  didst  cause  it  to  take  deep  root,  and  it  filled  the 
land.  The  hills  were  covered  with  the  shadow  of  it,  and 
the  boughs  thereof  were  like  the  goodly  cedars.  She  sent 
out  her  boughs  unto  the  sea,  and  her  branches  unto  the 
river."— Psalm  LXXX,  9,  10,  11. 


Three  Principal  Factors 

tended  to  this  result.  They  had  wise  and  enterprising 
ministers,  several  capable  local  preachers  arrived  from 
England  during  that  period,  and  the  early  Methodist 
immigrants  were  not  easily  deterred.  Full  of  zeal,  they 
sought  to  extend  Church  ordinances,  and  supported  all 
such  movements  with  extraordinary  liberality.  Eight 
years  after  the  commencement  there  were  thirteen  local 
preachers,  while  services  were  conducted  at  Christchurch, 
Lyttelton,  and  Kaiapoi  twice  each  on  the  Lord's  Day ;  at 
Papanui,  Woodcnd,  Riccarton,  St.  Albans  once,  and  at 
Ellis's  on  one  Sunday  afternoon  in  three. 

Progress  has  been  made  from  that  day  to  this,  and  there 
are  now  in  the  district  sixteen  circuits  and  three  Home 
Mission  Stations.  The  ministers  number  twenty-nine,  the 
local  preachers  1 32.  There  are  seventy-three  churches  and 
fifty-three  other  preaching  places.  The  number  of  members 
is  8377,  with  6108  Sunday  scholars  under  the  charge  of 
647  teachers,  and  the  total  number  of  worshippers  is 
17,825. 


FiaRT  UoAD  Pabsomaoe,  Chbistchusch. 
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Mr.  M.  Calvkrt. 


CHRISTCHURCH  (DURHAM  STREET)  CIRCUIT 

is  the  premier  circuit  of  New  Zealand  Methodism,  having 
more  churches,  ministci-s,  members,  Sunday  scholars, 
and  adherents  than  any  other.  Eiglit  churches  and  three 
preaching  places  arc  served  by  four  ministers,   while  four 

other  ministers  also  re- 
s  i  d  e  within  its 
boundaries.  There  are 
22  local  preacliers  and 
six  class  leaders.  The 
enrolled  memljers  num- 
ber (>GI,  with  eight  on 
probation  and  1 1 2 
juniors.  A  Sunday- 
school  is  attached  to 
each  Church,  and  under 
tlio  ciire  of  117  teacliers 
there  an»  1*574  scliolar.s, 
while  thcjitteiulants  are 
reporU'd  as  .*{G<)7.  Yet 
the  b<'<;inning  ot"  it  less 
than  iifty  y(?ais  since 
was  humble  enough. 
Often  must  tliose  of 
the  early  s  (» 1 1 1  e  r  s 
have  sung  with  deep 
feeling — 
•'  When  he  first  the  work  bcguu, 
Small  aud  feeble  was  its  day ; 
Now  the  Word  doth  swiftly  run, 
Now  it  wins  its  widening  way.'' 

At  the  Jubilee  of  Methodism,  in  1890,  a  lai'i^r  f('lluw.ship 
meeting  was  held  in  Christchurch,  when  the  sense  of 
gratitude  for  God's  mercies  to  them  in  this  new  colony  was 
given  expression  to  by  many  of  the  pioneers. 

The  First  Efforts. 

As  already  related,  the  first  preaching  seivlce  was  in 
Mr.  I.  W.  Philpot's  nhare.  On  account  of  the  lands  not 
being  surveyed,  the  original  innnigrants 
were  allowed  to  occupy  Hagley  Park  for 
about  twelve  months.  Mr.  Philpot's 
location  was  at  tlie  end  of  the  Park, 
near  the  present  Kiccarton  Road,  and 
in  that  humble  dwelling — 14  feet  by  10 
— the  Rev.  J.  Watkin  otliciated.  Th<^ 
congregation  consisted  of  Mr.  Philpot's 
own  family  and  three  visitors,  but  those 
who  knew  the  genial  preacher  and  his 
sturdy,  earnest,  and  devoted  host,  can 
well  undei-stand  their  delight.  The  first 
stated  preacher  and  acting-pastor  of  the 
Church  was  a  layman,  who  still  lives — 
Mr.  H.  Flavell.  He  had  already  been 
a  local  preacher  anil  class  leader  in 
connection  with  the  Primitive  Metho- 
dists—  for  twelve  years  prior  to  his 
arrival  in  Cant(;rbury,  on  December 
K^th,  1^51.  At  that  time  there  was  no 
stated  religious  services  in  tlie  province 
except  the  Episcopalian.  Some  time 
after  his  coming,  a  young  man  canuj  to 
ask  him  if  he  would  like  to  attend  a 
Sunday  morning  prayer  niceting,  at 
which  a  few  Christian  peoph  gathered. 
Ho  i-eplied :  "  Willingly,  but  where  was 


it  held?"  He  was  told  "on  the  section,  St.  Albans.'' 
Further  enquirj'  elicited  the  fact  that  it  was  what  wai» 
known  as  "  Dicknison's  Section,"  and  the  meeting  was  held 
in  the  house  of  Mr.  Philpot.  He  went  there  tlie  ft>llowinjj 
Lord's  Day,  found  seven  or  eight  pei-sons  assembled,  and 
the  place  a  veritable 
"Bethel."  After  the 
meeting,  it  was  resolved 
to  form  a  society  class. 
Mr.  Flavell  wiis  elected 
leader,  and  asked  to 
prepare  a  class  paper. 
Regular  meetings  were 
held,  among  the  early 
members  being  Messrs. 
Pattrick,  Bradley,  Phil- 
pot  and  their  wives, 
Messrs.  Clrisbrook,  T. 
Lewis,  (iiitKths,  Flavell 
and  Mrs.  Quaife.  A 
week  or  two  after- 
wards Mr.  Lewis 
opened  his  house  in 
Cashel  Street  f  o  r 
preaching.  This  was 
situated  near  the  pre- 
sent     Casliel      Street 

J^ridijje,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Sykes's  furniture 
shop.  There  regular  services  were  conducted  from  October, 
lsr)-2.  On  the  Rev.  W.  Kirks  arrival,  he  received 
Mr.  Flavell  as  a  Wesleyan  local  preacher,  and  formally 
eonfinned  his  appointment  as  class  leader.  During  the  nine 
months  Mr.  ivirk  remained,  he  held  services  every  other 
Sunday  morning  in  Christchurch.  the  place  of  worship 
being  changed  to  a  carpenter's  shop,  owned  by 
Mr.  Fergusson,  and  which  stood  on  or  near  the  present  site 
of  the  City  Council  Chambers.  When  Mr.  Kirk  was  iu 
the  city  Mr.  Flavell  took  the  service  in  Lyttelton,  so  that 
he  was  kept  continually  busy. 


Mr.  J.  Hiin»LKST«»N. 
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A  Tea  Meeting:  in  a  Stable. 

Soon  after  the  services  in  Cashel  Street  wero  started,  a 
?niber  of  the  congregation  offered  Mr.  Flavell  a  long  lease 
a  section  in  High  Street,  on  which  a  churcli  might  be 
3cted.  Ho  recommended  that  they  should  wait  the 
rival  of  the  minister,  who  was  then  expected.  When 
r.  Kirk  came,  the  same  gentleman  (the  late 
r.  John  Broughton),  who  had  been  converted  through 
3  zealous  and  brotherly  counsel  of  Messrs.  Pattrick  and 
lilpot,  gave  the  freehold.  The  then  suiall  town 
us  eauvjusscil  for  subscriptions,  and  Mr.  Philpot  relates 
Evt  they  only  had  one  refusal.     A  goixlly  sum  having  been 


Mr.  Sutcliffe,  the  proprietor  of  a  livery  stable  in  Caahel 
Street,  where  now  the  Press  Office  stands,  offered  that 
building.  Messrs.  Flavell,  Philpot,  Quaife,  and  Pattrick 
thoroughly  cleaned  and  whitewashed  it,  adorned  it  with 
ferns,  and  there  in  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the 
foundation  block  had  been  laid,  gave  a  free  tea  to 
all-comers.  About  forty  persons  were  present,  and  the  after 
meeting  is  said  to  have  been  a  time  of  great  encouragement 
and  spiritual  refreshment. 

A  Singular  Honour. 

The  llev.  J.  Aldred  had  the  unusual  honour  of  being  the 
first  stated  Wesleyan  Minister  in  the  three  Provinces  of 


Durham  Stkkkt  CniRt  h  Truntkes. 


I-KONT  Ku\v     Mi'»-.r>. 
J.  C.  PnidlK»r. 


J.  liaiiion.ls.  G.  J.  Smith.  N.  M.irtiii,  W.  Prudli.x-.  R.  W.  Kiiiil.ind.        MiDi.r  i    Row— J.  I'.urn  I.  T.  Cill.  W.  bru.)Ki:s 
J.  Ihir),'!— «.        IJapk  K(i\v-  J.  Thoinpson.  I-.  Tngt-ar,  C.(iill,  VV.  Hdwcii. 


:omised,  arrangements  w(?rc  made  for  laying  the  foundation 
ock  of  the  building.  Mr.  Kirk  was  to  have;  performe<l 
lis  office,  and  to  have  given  a  special  address  on  the 
xarines  and  polity  of  the  Church.  He  failed,  however, 
)  make  an  appearance,  being  unable  to  walk  through 
ccessive  work  previously.  In  the  emergency,  Mr.  Flavell 
imself  performed  the  ceremony,  and  gave  the  address. 
he  day  had  been  looked  forward  to  with  eager  anticipation 
y  the  few  membei*s  and  adherents.  Ihinging  their 
Inglish  experience  with  them,  they  resolved  to  have  a  tea 
leeting  to  celebrate  the  event.  The  (juestion  was  where 
Duld  it  be  held?  Tliere  were  no  public  buildings  available, 
nd    there   were   none  large   enough.      In  the  emergency 


Wellington,  Nelson,  and  Canterbury.  He  was  appointed 
to  the  latter  in  1^.').'^,  but  did  not  actually  begin  his  work 
until  a  year  later.  When  he  came  the  population  of 
Christchurch  was  about  400,  whiU-  a  nuinljerof  oth(?rs  were 
settled  on  the  land  within  a  radius  of  a  few  miles.  On  the 
Easter  Sunday  after  his  arrival,  tlie  Hi^h  Stre(^t  Church 
was  opened.  It  was  a  building  .*)")  x  L^O  feet,  and  intended 
to  seat  200  persons.  ;Mr.  Philpot  states  that  it  was  the 
largest  building  in  Christchurch.  A  small  debt  was 
reported  at  the  opening,  but  it  was  paid  within  the  year. 
Before  Mr.  Aldred 's  arrival  a  pre^iehing  s(;rvice  had  been 
held  by  Mr.  Kirk  at  St.  AlbawH^  qw  ^>\^:A^^  v>&XR3«j»s5Ri%>5ft.. 
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These  were  continued.  Kaiapoi  was  visited,  and  although 
the  European  population  was  small,  Mr.  Aldred  received  a 
hearty  welcome  from  about  eighty  natives.  A  Sunday 
school  was  organised  in  the  High  Street  Church.     At  the 

end  of  eight 
months  the  minis- 
ter officially  re- 
ported that  there 
were  in  the  new 
circuit  one  church 
and  three  other 
preaching  places, 
four  Sunday- 
school  teachers, 
two  class  leaders, 
and  thirty-eight 
mt^mbers.  There 
were  20  Sunday 
scholars,  and  200 
regular  attend- 
ants on  public 
worship.  The  re- 
ceipts had  been  : 
from  ticket  money 
£5  lOsGd,  society 
class  £5  17s  'id, 
two  quarterly  collections  £1  Ds,  special  subscript i(ms 
£1   6s  6d,  making  a  total  of   £19  14s  lid. 


Mb  a.  ttiTC'iUK — A  i^iffrrof  Merrfj^ 


Steady  Advancement 

followed  in  town  and  country.  The  financial  returns  for 
the  second  year  were  four  times  as  large  as  for  the  first. 
The  Minister  was  greatly  aided  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Rev.  T.  R.  Fisher,  from  England,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Turner, 
from  South  Australia.  Mr.  Fisher  had  been  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Church  in  Great  Britain,  and  for  a  time 
Chairman  of  the  Oxford  District.  A  throat  affection 
obliged  him  to  relincjuish  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry, 
and  he  settled  in  Christchurch  to  business  life.  lie 
frequently  occupied  the  pulpit,  to  the  great  delight  of  the 
congregation,  and  also  served  as  one  of  the  first  Circuit 
Stewards.  Mr.  Turner,  a  son  of  the  Rev.  N.  Turner,  was 
then  a  young  man  in  the  service  of  the  Union  Bank. 
Brought  up  in  the  Church,  and  ardently  attached  to  its 
doctrines  and  polity,  he  threw  himself  into  various  forms 
of  work,  became  Sunday-school  Superintendent,  Circuit 
Secretary,  and  was,  in  fact,  the  minister's  right  hand. 
Aided  by  a  grant  of  £80  per  annum  from  the  Pro\'incial 
Government,  a  day-school  was  established  in  High  Street. 
Mr.  Saunders,  an  approved  teacher  and  local  preacher  from 
England,  was  the  first  master,  being  succeeded  after  a 
time  by  Mr.  J.  Broughton,  who  received  a  salary  of  £10 
pi»r  month.  The  number  of  scholars  reported  in  November 
of  that  year  was  thirty-four.  At  the  District  Meeting  a 
strong  recjuest  was  presented  for  a  second  minister.  The 
Circuit  promised  to  support  him,  and  to  contribute  £50 
per  annum  towards  the  stipend  of  the  Superintendent. 
The  year  following  High  Street  Church  was  enlarged,  and 
it  is  recorded  that  although  it  was  a  time  of  great 
commercial  depressi«)n,  the  entire  cost  w^as  raised.  It  was 
also  reported  that  there  were  now  several  Church  members 
at  Kaiapoi,  and  that  that  village  needed  more  attention. 
A  few  months  after  Mr.  Aldred's  arrival,  he  had  applied 
to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Province  for  a  site  for  a 
minister's  residence.  In  1857  this  was  granted  by  the 
Provincial  Council,  and  three  acres  in  what  is  now  known 


as  the  south-east  corner  of  the  Town  Belt,  but  which  was 
then  usually  called  Ferry  Road,  was  set  apart  for  this 
purpose.  In  1854  a  small  section  of  ground  in  Barbados 
Street  had  been  granted  for  cemetery  purposes,  and  a 
funeral  from  a  Methodist  family  followed  within  a  day  or 
two.  Baptism  and  marriage  registrations  were  duly  kept 
from  the  beginning,  and  in  the  former  of  these  such 
well-known  names  as  Gould,  Pattrick,  Harrison,  Broughton, 
Flavell,  and  others  occur.  The  marriages  were  generally 
those  of  Natives,  with  a  European  wedding  occasionally. 


A  Second  Church  in  High  Street. 

Towards  the  end  of  Mr.  Aldred's  term  the  church 
erected  in  1854  became  too  strait  for  the  congregation.  A 
movement  was  therefore  projected  to  obtain  a  laq|;er 
building.  Subscription  lists  were  circulated,  and  one  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  writer  shows  promises  to  the 
amount  of  £985.  Amongst  the  contributors  arc  the  nuam 
of  Messrs.  Gould,  Turner,  l^wis,  Rutland,  Aldre<l,  Qoaife, 
Peacock,  Guilford,  Broughton,  Grisbrooke,  Allen,  Philpott, 
W.  Reese,  Hodgson,  Wyatt,  F.  Lawry,  Cundy,  Connall, 
Martin,  Dewsbury,  Hislop,  Salter,  Cresswell,  Hitchen, 
Fisher,  Pattrick,  T.  Wilson,  J.  Reese,  Captain  MorgM, 
Free,  and  Stewart.  By  old  residents  these  will  be 
recognised  as  prominent  members  and  supporters  for  many 
yeai-s  afterwards.  There  were  also  contributions  from 
Messrs.  Latter,  Rhodes,  Macpherson,  G.  H.  Moore,  Alport, 
Dransfield,  Brittain,  Dr.  Turnbull,  Newton,  Willis,  and 
others,  showing  the  interest  of  the  general  public  in  the 
enterprise.  The  building  was  one  of  considerable 
architectural  pretensions,  and  quite  a  credit  to  the  rising 
town.     We  are  glad  to  present  a  view  of  it. 

Prior  to  this  time— that  is  in  1^50— a  second  minister, 
the  Rev.  W.  Rowse,  had  been  appointed.  The 
Superintendent  lived  in  Christchurch,  in  a  house  of  his 
own  built  in  Durham  Street  North.  Before  Mr.  Aldred 
left  Christchurch  services  were  con<]ucted  morning  and 
evening  on  the  Lord's  Day  at  Christchurch  and  Lyttelton, 
at  Kaiapoi  in  the  morning  and  afternoon  ;  at  Papanui, 
Woodend,  and 
Riccarton  in  the 
afternoons  ;  at  St. 
Albans  in  the  even- 
ing, and  at  Ellis's 
one  Sunday  after- 
noon in  three.  Love 
Feasts  and  Sacra- 
ments were  held  on 
Sunday  mornings, 
and  the  chief  con- 
tribution to  the 
ministry  was  from 
the  Quarterly 
Collection.  The 
preachers  on  Mr. 
Aldred's  last  Plan, 
in  addition  to  him- 
self were  M(;ssrs. 
Rowso,  Broughton, 
Fisher,  Sharplin, 
Salter,  Dickinson, 
Connal,  King,  and 
Silvester,  with 
Messrs.  Treadwell, 
Hamilton,  and  Hall 
on  trial.  Rkv.  F.  C.  De\v>blby. 
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CONNAL. 


Lover  off  Children  and  a  Leader  off  Men** 

inacription  on  the  tombstone  of  Bishop  McTyeire,  of 
[ethodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  at  Nashville, 
psee.  Such  was  Mr.  Bnller,  Mr.  Aldred's  successor. 
lUst  frame,  vigorous,  energetic,  hopeful,  he  was  able 

to  carry  on  and  ex- 
tend the  Church,  of 
which  the  foundation 
had  been  laid.  On  his 
arrival  the  High  Street 
Church  was  soon 
crowded  to  excess. 
Immigrants  were  ar- 
riving in  the  Province 
in  large  numbers.  He 
met  them  on  lauding, 
and  in  the  barracks 
spoke  cheery  words, 
gave  advice  and  help, 
and  encouraged  them 
in  the  arduous  work 
of  colonisation.  Dur- 
ing his  six  years*  term 
there  was  wondei*ful 
progress.  He  was  a 
man  of  largo  views 
himself,  and  had  power 
to  inspire  enterprise  in 
others.  An  excellent 
horseman,  not  know- 
ing what  fatigue  was, 
he  worked  hard 
f,  and  set  his  colleagues  and  the  local  preachers  an 
le.  Within  three  years  from  his  arrival,  ten  places 
ten  added  to  the  Circuit  Plan,  and  the  appointments 
preachers  stretched  from  Akaroa  to  Oxford.  For 
I  quarters  the  Superintendent's  name  also  appearerl 
Plan  for  two  or  more  weeks  on  a  missionary  tour, 
he  visited  outlying  settlements,  farms,  and  stations 
regular  preaching  services  could  not  l)e  held.  His 
18  ai-e  said  to  have  been  instructive,  impressive,  and 
•ed  with  forceful  fluency.  One  preached  in  High 
,  on  the  ordination  of  the  Revs.  J.  T.  Shaw  and 
te,  is  spoken  of  by  the  Rev.  H.  Bull  as  a  discourse  of 
ipower.  The  second  three  years  saw  still  larger 
ms  to  the  number  of  preaching  places.  Local 
ers  arrived  from  the  Home  Land.  Young  men  in 
ogregation  were  encouraged  to  exercise  their  gifts, 

I  c^  prayer  leaders  was  formed,  and  cottage  meetings 

II  around  Christchurch.  On  the  Ferry  R(mu1  property 
•mmodious  parsonage  shown  in  our  illustration  was 
1.  As  New  Zealand  was  then  on  the  list  of  Foreign 
n  Stations,  the  Missionary  Society  gave  a  grant  of 

thereto,  and  the  balance  was  raised  locally. 

Durham  Street  Church. 

Bnller's  great  work  in  the  city,  and  his  lasting 
sent,  was  the  erection  of  this  building — the  Methodist 
Iral  of  Canterbury.  He  had  gathered  about  him  a 
and  devoted  band  of  workers.  They  saw  that  the 
id  Province  would  grow  rapidly,  and  were  anxious  to 
.  church  which  would  command  the  attention  of  the 
mity.  Messrs.  0.  Gould,  Garrick,  Turner,  D.  Lewis 
hers  were  men  who  devised  liberal  things.  A  half 
!  land  was  purchased  at  the  corner  of  Durham  and 
r  Streets.    The  plans  of  the  building  were  prepared 


by  Messrs.  Crouch  and  Wilson,  of  Melbourne,  and  early  in 
1864  the  foundation  stone  was  laid  by  S.  Bedey,  Esq., 
Superintendent  of  the  Province.  The  opening  services  were 
conducted  on  December  25th  of  the  same  year.  In  the 
morning  the  Rev.  C.  Eraser  (Presbyterian)  preached  an 
able  sermon  from  the  words  "Holiness  becometh  Thy 
house  O  Lord  for  ever,"  and  in  the  evening  Mr.  Buller 
delivered  an  appropriate  discourse  from  Psalm  xlviL,  12,  14 
— ''Walk  about  Zion,  etc."  The  congregation  was 
representative  of  all  denominations,  who  came  to  join  the 
Methodists  in  the  festivities  of  the  occasion.  The  land  and 
building  cost  about  dS  12,000.  High  Street  has  been 
advantageously  sold,  but  after  that,  and  the  liberal 
subscriptions  obtained,  there  remained  a  debt  of  £3000,  on 
which  for  two  or  three  years  interest  was  paid  at  the  rate 
of  15  per  cent,  the  then  current  rate.  It  is  matter  for 
regret  that  the  original  design  was  not  carried  out  for  lack 
of  funds.  It  provided  for  a  spire  on  the  corner  tower,  and 
an  organ  chamber  in  a  recess  at  the  back  of  the  building. 
It  was,  however,  a  noble  and  commodious  building,  and  its 
erection  reflects  the  utmost  credit  on  the  faith,  zeal,  and 
generosity  of  the  Churcli  members  of  those  days.  A  few 
mouths  aiter  its  dedication,  William  Taylor,  of  California, 
now  known  as  Bishop  Taylor,  held  a  series  of  revival 
services  therein,  preaching  first  to  the  Church,  and  urging 
the  members  to  seek  holiness  of  heart.  He  then  addressed 
the  unconverted,  and  several  scores  of  persons  found  "  the 
Pearl  of  Great  Price."  If  Mr.  Buller  was  an  enterprising 
leader,  his  successor  in  the  superintendency  was 

A  Skilled  Ors^aniser. 

The  Rev.  T.  Buddie  had  a  wonderful  gift  of  setting  men 
to  work.  Himself  full  of  fervour  and  evangelical  power, 
his  faithful  preaching  and  impassioned  prayers  were  blessed 
of  God  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  Church.  Efforts  for 
extension  were  aided,  new  classes  formed,  and  leaders 
appointed.  Orderly  and  methodic  in  his  own  work, 
Mr.  Buddie  expected  also  that  others  would  observe  the 
Church  discipline.  An  almost  continuous  revival  was  seen 
during  the  early  years  of  his  ministry.  In  the  later  portion 
under  his  wise  administration,  there  began  that  hiving-off 
process  which  resulted  in  the  creation  of  suburban  and 
country  circuits.  Durham  Street,  however,  remained  the 
central  church. 


Further  Advancements. 

Within   a   few   years   it  was   found  necessary  to  erect 
galleries,  and  this  was  done  at  a  cost  of  over  £1000.     The 

Rev.  A.  Reid  was  for  two 

years  Mr.  Buddie's  col- 
league, and  his  perfervid 
eloqdence  and  passion  at- 
tracted large  numbers  of 
hearers.  Eventually  the 
organ  was  introduced,  and  at 
the  time  was  one  of  the  best 
instruments  in  the  Colony. 
During  Mr.  Buller's  second 
term  the  new  stone  school- 
room was  added,  costing 
d62000,  d61600  of  which  were 
raised  by  a  bazaar.  In  con- 
nection with  that  bazaar,  a 
glooni  was  cast  over  the 
congregation.  Mr.  James 
Wood,   builder,  and  son  of 


Ha.  B.  Dawson. 
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an  old  member,  had  been  exceedingly  active  in  preparing 
for  it.  He  died  suddenly  while  the  work  was  going  on. 
In  1S71  the  Ferry  Road  parsonage  was  thought  to  be  too 
distant  for  tlie  minister's  residence.  A  site  was,  therefore, 
purchased  at  the  corner  of  Worcester  and  Montreal  Streets, 
and  a  house  erected  at  a  cost  of  £600.  During 
Mr.  Morley's  first  appointment  the  further  end  of  the 
gallery  was  seated,  and  even  then  the  church  every  Sunday 
evening  was  filled  to  ovvrtiowing.  The  old  schoolroom  at 
the  back  was  also  renovated,  partitions  l)(»ing  put  in,  class 
rooms  formed,  and  an  infant  school  fitted  up  in  the  upper 
storey.      This  cost  over  £i')()0,  and  the  'vhole  was  raised  as 


parsonage  in  the  Colony)  and  a  caretaker's  cottage  v^ 
built  in  1889.     A  year  later  tlie  interior  of  the  church tia 
renovated,  the  present  rostrum  brou<^lit  forwai-d,  ami  rW  ' 
ch:>ir  gallery  enlarged.     Thus  at  various  times  consi*len'^:T 
over  X* 20,000  have  been  spent  on  this  property. 


The  Traditions  of  Durham  Street. 

After  thiriy-five  years  of  occupancy,  the  Church  k* 
become  a  place  of  holy  memories  and  inspiring  tnuiitioig 
Its  Sunday-school  has  llourisheil  under  SuperiDtendeB^i 
Turner,  Harris,  Alunnings,  Connal,   Patten,  Gill,  Fndbv 


(IKOUP    UK    LofAl-    rRKAt  HKRS,  I.)lRHAM  ^5TR^:^;T  CHU  I'lT,  CHRIST«HrK<  II. 

iKoNi    K(,\v-M.s-r-.  W.  Cr;i.l.lt.tk.  H.  H.niirtt.  J.  T.  Siniili.  r..  \V.  All.in. 


well  as  £1000  more  to  reduce  the  debt.  Ten  years  later, 
under  the  superiiiteiiderioy  of  the  U(»v.  .1.  .1.  Lc^wi**,  a 
successful  bazaar  was  held  for  the  i>iirham  ^^t^'et  nwd  East 
Jielt  Churches.  It  produce<l  i'l'JOO,  of  which  two  thirds 
were  voted  to  a  furtlu-r  reducti«)n  of  the  debt.  A  section 
in  Chester  StnM't  was  leased  in  !Mr.  J  Jest's  time  from  the 
Anglican  Proj)erty  Trust(?es  for  Sunday-school  extension, 
but  not  being  used  for  this  j>urpose  it  was  agreed  in  iJ^SO 
to  erect  a  parsonage  thereon.  The  Worcest(?r  Street  house 
was  sold  for  an  amount  slightly  larger  than  the  original 
cost,    and    the   present   minister's    residence*    (the    largest 


Mii'Dr  h   K'»\\ 


Wri-lit.  (.  M..:.,i.  I-.  .\rin.-tr.-.:iu.  H.  \V:lJ;h.s..r- 


(himself  formerly  a  scholar  in  the  school),  and  Hatch.  Tli-' 
way  in  which  "Father  Tully "  ft)r  many  years  mana^'eil 
the  infant  department,  and  how  the  children  lovetl  him,  is 
still  a  pleasing  recollection.  His  successois  have  followM 
his  methods,  and  reap  the  same  love  and  affection.  Tiif 
service  of  simg  has  often  been  an  inspiration,  ^fr.  Spenslev 
was  for  many  years  leader  of  the  choir,  and  his  excellent 
taste  and  thorough  knowle<lge  of  ]\IetiuKlist  tune< 
eminently  fitted  him  for  the  position.  On  the  opening  of 
the  organ,  Mr.  R.  T.  Searell  occupied  the  post  with  great 
ability.     He  has  recently  retired,  and  Ijeen  succeeded  hy 
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~-=  Mr.  Wells.  Great  revivals  have  l)eon  enjoyed  in  connection 
with  the  services.  In  1875,  nnder  the  ministry  of 
Messrs.  Fitcliett  and  Berry,  crowds  attended   nightly  for 

~.  some   weeks,  and  every  evening  penitents   came  forward. 


m 
m 


Chkstkr  Street  PARsoxAriK,  CrniisTciirRrii. 

The  then  newly  introduced  Sankey's  hymns,  suni,'  as  sdIos 
by  Miss  Spensley,  added  not  a  little  to"  the  effectiveness  uf 
the  services.  The  Church  has  had  its  story  of  sorrow.  On 
two  occasions  memhers  of  the  congregation,  while  on  their 
way  to  the  Sunday  evening  service,  suddenly  died — on<'  on 
the  way,  the  other  just  reaching  the  sc-hoolroom,  and  the 
minister  had  to  conduct  the  service  with  tlu*  solemn  awe  of 
death  over  him.  ^Femorial  services  have  luu-n  conducted 
for  h(moured  ministers  -  the  Rev.  J.  Buller,  T.  B.  Fisher, 
and  J.  Aldred  -and  for  hard-workini,'  Trusters;— M(.ssrs. 
Gould,  Kutland,  Dawson,  and  IJalljintyne  amongst  the 
number.  Mural  tabh^ts  have  been  erected  to  the  memory 
of  the  preachers  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  Tararua  wreck-^ 
to  Rev.  .r.  Buller,  jNFessrs.  Oould  and  Dawsoii,  also  to  a 
minister's  wife.  It  is  "a  holy  and  beautiful  house,"  and 
still  the  place  of  great  central  gatherings  of  the  Church. 


Wesley  Church,  East  Belt, 

occupies  the  second  place  in  the  circuit.  A  Sunday-school 
was  started  near  the  /Vvon  River  early  in  the  sixties. 
Eventually  it  became  a  preaching  place,  and  in  l^<(>6 
morning  and  evening  services  were  held  there.  They  weie 
presently  altered  to  afterno;)n  and  evening.  In  1S70  the 
first  steps  were  taken  to  secure  buildings.  The  section 
on  which  the  school  and  parsonage  standi  was  purchased 
and  a  school-church  built.  TIhj  outlay  was  £000,  £830  of 
it  being  raised.  On  April  7th  this  writer,  on  his  first 
Sunday  in  the  circuit,  preached  the  opening  sermon  from 
Psalm  xxiv.,  verses  5  and  G.  it  was  a  pouring  wet 
morning,  but  the  attendance  was  goo<l.  The  evening 
service  was  conducted  by  the  R(n\  J.  Crump,  who  had 
just  returned  to  Canterbury,  For  sonu*  time  it  was  a 
"Chapel  of  ease"  to  Durham  Street.  Mr.  Martin  was 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  and  most  of  the  trustees 
were  also  connected  with  the  central  Church.  Bf^fore 
Mr.  Morley's  term  in  the  circuit  <»nded,  the  corner  section 
fn^nting  the  Belt  and  Worcester  Street,  with  two  cottages 
thereon,  was  purchased  for  £700  more.  Three  years  later 
the  present  brick  churcli  was  erected.     It  was  dedicated 


on  January  22nd,  1882,  the  opening  sermons  Ijeing  preached 
by  the  Revs.  Reid  and  Morley.  The  building  cost  £2800. 
Of  this  £1000  had  been  rai.scd  by  subscriptions,  and 
£980  by  a  bazaar,  but  there  was  still  a  considerable  debt 
left.  The  following  year  an  organ  was  introduced.  The 
congregation  lias  stea(]ily  grown.  Its  increase  necessitated 
the  addition  of  galleries  in  1885.  These  cost  £.300.  The 
following  year  the  parsonage  was  built  at  an  outlay  of 
£000.  The  school  also  was  enlarged  and  improved.  A 
few  years  since  a  larger  organ  was  obtained,  and  the  choir 
gallery  eidarged,  while  additional  vestry  accommodation 
was  provided.  The  clmrch  is  admirably  situated  at  the 
residential  end  of  tJie  city,  and  has  more  members  and  a 
larger  Sunday-school  than  Durham  Street  itself,  although 
the  congregation  is  not  so  large.  There  is  a  staff  of  active 
othce-bearers,  several  of  whom  are  young  men,  who  enter 
lieartily  into  the  Church  work.  Among  its  members  is 
Mrs.  Ritchie,  one  of  the  first  Methodists  in  Lyttelton. 
For  half  a  century  she  has  been  conspicuous  for  good 
works,  and  by  her  ministiations  to  the  sick  and  dying, 
and  for  h<^r  care  for  orphans  has  been  recognised  as  "  A 
Sistei*  of  Merev." 


5t.  Asaph  Street  and  Richmond. 

These  excellent  suites  of  church  premises  were  erected 
by  the  Free  Methodists,  an(]  came  into  the  circuit  as  the 
result  of  ^Methodist  union.  St.  Asaph  Street  had  been 
almost  from  the  beginning  the  head-quarters  of  Free 
Methodism  in  New  Zealand.  In  1877,  a  new  church, 
of  which  we  present  an  illustration,  was  built.  Its 
erection  was  largely  aided  by  the  contributi(m  of  Mr. 
Hicks,  a  Cornish  Layman.  The  former  church  shown  in 
our  illustration  on  page  lV2l)  wits  removed  to  the  back  of 
the  section,  and  has  since  been  used  as  a  schoolroom. 
Tlu^  new  church  is  a  handsome  building  and  commodious, 
but  having  been  first  built  with  an  open  roof,  the  acoustic 
properties  were  defective.  Subsequent  expenditure  to 
remedy  this  was  necessary,  and  after  various  attempts  the 
ceiling  put  the  matter  right.  For  several  years  there  was 
in  St  Asaph  Street  a  large  c<mgregation  and  an  excellent 
Sunday-school.  Good  work  was  done  by  Messrs.  Leadley, 
R.  H.  Tuiner,  Hanan,  Ct.  Bowron,  Parkes,  and  othei-s. 
A  minister's  residence   in   Durham  Street  Soutli  was  also 
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erected  about  the  same  time  as  the  church,  but  within  the 
past  two  years  this  has  been  sold.  (While  these  pages 
are  passing  through  the  press,  a  disastrous  fire  has  destroyed 
both  church  and  school.) 


NkW    BrKJIITON    ChI'R(  Ff. 

Richmond  was  first  known  as  Bingsland.  About  twenty 
years  since  a  branch  Sunday-school  was  started  by  St.  Asaph 
Street  Church  in  the  day  school.  This  was  followed  by  a 
preaching  service,  and  ev(»ntually  a  church  was  erected. 
The  congregatit)n  there  owes  much  to  the  fostering  care  and 
unwearied  exertions  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  Flesher,  and  a 
tablet  to  his  memory  has  been  erected.  A  brick  schoolroom 
has  also  been  built.  The  church  is  in  a  position  to 
command  a  large  suburban,  artisan,  and  labouring 
population,  and  ought  to  be  a  strong  centre. 


Woolston. 

In  the  name  of  Ferry  Road,  service  was  hekl  in  this 
locality  in  the  early  sixties.  The  house  still  stands  to  the 
right  of  the  main  road,  opposite  the  present  tram  crossing. 
There  also  a  society  class  was  formed,  and  flourished  under 
the  leadership  of  the  late  Mr.  E.  Mitchell.  A  site  was 
given  by  Mr.  Gould  on  a  side  street  leading  to  the  river, 
and  a  church  seating  100  persons  built.  In  connection 
with  its  opening  in  February,  1872.  a  large  tea  meeting 
was  held  in  the  woolshed  at  the  Heathcote  wharf.  It  was 
exceedingly  successful,  and  ^Messrs.  Walters,  Roberts, 
Gimblett,  Gofton,  and  others  greatl}'  rejoiced  at  coming 
into  possession  of  their  own  sanctuary.  A  portion  of  the 
cost  remained  as  debt,  but  this  was  cleared  by  the  fifth 
anniversary.  It  1878  the  present  eligible  site  of  half  an 
acre,  with  frontage  to  two  streets,  was  purchaser!  by 
Mr.  J.  J5allantyne  and  held  until  the  Church  raised  the 
cost.  In  188.')  the  church  was  removed  thither  and 
enlarged,  and  another  removal  and  addition  took  place 
subsequently.  W^hen  the  services  were  fiist  commenced 
Woolston  was  a  very  small  settlement.  It  has  now  become 
the  seat  of  several  thriving  industries,  and  has  a  large 
working  class  population.  This  necessitated  further 
provision  for  their  accommodation,  and  three  years  ago  the 
present  church  building,  which  seats  800  persons,  was 
erected.  It  cost  £700,  of  which  -^200  is  still  owing  to  the 
Loan  Fund.  There  is  a  growing  Sunday-school,  and  with 
the  advancement  of  the  district  it  will  necessarily  become 
very  large  and  need  better  provision.  One  of  the  circuit 
ministers  resides  at  Woolston,  and  a  week-day  service  is 
held  by  him  in  the  Jubilee  Home. 


Three  Smaller  Churches 


in  the  circuit  are  New  Brighton,  Windsor,  and  Linwood. 
Twelve  or  fourteen  years  since  New  Brighton  was  known 
only  for  its  beach,  which  was  visited  occasionally  for 
bathing.  About  that  time  a  township  was  laid  off.  Shortly 
after  two  sites  for  a  Wesleyan  Church  were  given,  one  by 
Mr.  Rhodes  and  another  by  Mrs.  Oram.  Neither  was 
thought  to  be  in  a  suitable  position,  and  the  present  section 
was,  therefore,  purchased  at  a  coat  of  £50.  On  December 
1st,  1888,  the  foundation  block  of  a  small  church  was  laid, 
and  the  erection  being  completed  it  was  opened  for  divine 
worship  in  the  following  month  by  the  Rev.  W.  J.  W^illiams. 
The  total  cost  was  about  £200.  About  half  of  this 
remained  as  debt,  but  through  the  Loan  Fund  was  paid  off 
in  a  few  years.  Three  years  since  a  transept  was  added  at 
a  cost  of  £1.30,  and  the  accommodation  doubled,  while  the 
inteiior  was  made  more  attractive.  With  the  rapidiv 
growing  population,  this  will  probably  become  too  small 
before  many  years  pass. 

A  dying  recjuest  of  the  late  Mrs.  John  Buxton  was  that 
her  son  should  give  a  site  for  a  church  in  the  district 
where  she  lived.  He  gave  the  promise,  and  presently 
fulfilled  it  by  presenting  a  site  on  the  St.  Albans  Road. 
Mr.  W.  Craddock  was  then  living  near,  and  he  and  others 
started  a  service  in  Mr.  Brice's  cottage.  In  IHGS  a 
committet*  was  formed  to  promote  the  church  erection. 
Mr.  Hamilton,  one  of  its  members,  drew  the  plans. 
Mr.  Sears  was  a  diligent  collector,  and  at  a  cost  of  about 
£80  the  church  was  erected  and  know^n  as  Shirley  Church. 
In  1884  the  population  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  present 
building  was  growing,  and  half  an  acre  was  purcha.sed.  To 
this  the  building  was  removed  and  enlarged  by  fifty 
additional  sittings,  at  a  cost  of  £210.  More  than  Iialf  of 
this  was  raised,  and  the  remainder  paid  within  two  or  three 
years.  Up  to  181>9  it  was  included  in  the  St.  Albans 
Circuit,  but  has  since  been  united  to  Durham  Street. 

The  Linwood  Church  site  was  given  by  Mrs.  Marcroft, 
and  the  present  neat  building  erected,  at  a  cost  of  150,  by 
the  Fr(»e  MetluKlists  a  few  months  before  Methodist  Union 
was  coniplete(i.  An  excellent  Sunday-school  has  been 
gathered,  at  the  attendance  at  the  services  steadily  grows. 

At  Sumner,  the  other  seaside  resort  of  Christchurch, 
Wesley.'in  services  have  been  hekl  for  over  ten  years.  A 
church  site  was  purchased,  but  afterwards  disposed  of.  At 
present  Sunday  evening  service  is  held  in  the  public  school. 
At  the  Lyttelton  Gaol  Sunday 
niniiHf  hcrvices  are   etinducted. 


Richmond  Church  and  School,  Christchubch. 
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A  Splendid  Band  off  Local  Proacher^. 

nong  the  oatsUi^diog  facts  in  connection  with  the 
itohoroh  Circuit  in  the  service  rendered  by  the  lay 
shers.  Many  of  ibeae  in  the  early  days  came  out  from 
and.  Others  hare  been  trained  in  the  colony  itself. 
)  from  their  ranks  have  entered  the  itinerant  ministry, 
ig  them  Messrs.  Bull,  McNicoll,  H.  R.  and 
I.  Dewsbury  and  S.  J.  Garlick.  Others  are  to  be 
i  in  various  parts  of  the  Colony.  They  have  walked, 
^n,  and  driven  thousands  of  miles  in  the  service  of  the 
"cfa,  and  preached  hundreds  of  sermons  without  fee  or 
rd.  On  the  Plan  there  are  four  veterans,  who  have 
preaching  half  a  century,  and  others  who  have  been 
ig  for  twenty- five  to  foity  years,  while  several  have 
in  harness. 

.  Preaching  Family. 

le  family  deserves  special 
ion.  The  late  Mr.  B. 
sbury  arrived  in  Christ- 
ch  in  January,  1863.  He 
been  an  excise  officer  in 
land.  While  stationed  at 
ing,  he  was  instrumental 
he  erection  of  a  church 
noanse.  On  coming  to  the 
oy,  being  free  from  busi- 
engagements,  he  gave  his 
and  strength  largely  to 
work  of  preaching.  He 
an  effective  speaker,  and 
;ood  service  to  the  day  of 
death.  A  son-in-law  of 
Mr.  E.  Connal,  had  pi'e- 
i  him  about  five  years, 
been  placed  on  the  Local 
chers'  Plan  by  Mr.  Aldred. 
was  a  thoughtful,  intelli-  ' 

Scotchman,  and  possessed 
ge  amount  of  quiet  fervour, 
ipablc  local  preacher  and  an 
ilent  Bible-class  teacher, 
loss  in  the  wreck  of  the 
ma  was  very  much  f^lt. 
R.  Dawson,  another  son- 
w,  became  a  local  preacher 
t  1865.  For  thirty-two 
I  he  did  excellent  service, 
slling  long  distances  ai^d 
ys  acceptable  to  the  congregations.  Two  sons  of 
Dewsbury  were  convert^  during  Caltfoniia  Taylor's 
ion.  The  elder  of  them  entered  the  ministry,  but  was 
;ed  to  retire  through  ill-heialth,  and  after  sreat  suffering 
in  1896.  His  younger  brother,  well  known  as  the 
H.  R.  Dewsbury,  is  still  in  the  itinerant  ranks. 


the  new  erections.  It  was  through  their  willing  oo-operation 
that  the  ministers  were  able  to  effect  so  rapid  an  extension, 
and  what  the  early  Methodists  were  accustomed  to  call 
**  the  cause  "  guned  its  present  position.  Many  of  these 
have  gone  to  their  rest^  but  a  younger  generation  is  taking 
up  the  work,  and  the  official  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the 
Durham  Street  Circuit  has  a  membership  of  about  eighty 
persons. 


Brv.  W.  Baumbrb. 


Helpftilness  In  Church  Extension. 

le  Circuit  was  largely  indebted  in  its  formative  stage 
few  office-bearers  who  were  in  good  circumstances,  and 
le  same  time  truly  spiritually-minded,  and  men  of  large 
s.  Messra.  Gould,  Garrick,  Turner,  Harris,  Ballantyne, 
do,  D.  Lewis,  and  others  w^re  always  ready  to  help  in 
way  possible.  They  subscribed  to  purchase  sites  in 
try  places,  willingly  becfune  trustees  of  property  at  a 
aoe,  and  bore  heavy  responsibilities  in  connection  with 


The  Present  Ministerial  Staff. 

The  Rev.  W.  Baumber,  Superintendent  of  the  Circuit,  is 
a  native  of  Spilsby,  Lincolnshire.  Converted  at  sixteen, 
he  began  to  preach  two  years  later,  was  received  by  the 
British  Conference,    and  spent   two    years    at  Didsbury 

College.  In  1877,  in  response 
to  an  appeal  from  the  Rev. 
J.  Buller,  he  offered  for  the 
New  Zealand  work.  His  first 
Circuit  wasLawrence,and  hehas 
since  laboured  in  Canterbury, 
Hawke's  Bay,  and  Wellington 
Provinces.  As  Mr.  Reid's 
junior  colleague  in  the  Christ- 
church  Circuit  in  1881,  he, 
with  the  Rev.  W.  E  Gillam, 
was  privileged  to  see  a  great 
revival,  in  which  two  hundred 
persons  professed  conversion. 
Exceedingly  courteous  and 
sympathetic,  thorough  in  his 
pulpit  preparations,  and  having 
a  good  delivery,  Mr.  Baumber 
has  always  been  a  popular 
preacher,  and  wins  the  affec- 
tion of  his  people.  He  has 
served  the  Church  as  Chairman 
of  Otago  and  Wellington 
Districts,  and  in  1896  pre- 
sided over  the  first  united 
Conference. 

His  colleagues  are  the  Revs. 
C.  H.  Laws,  B.A.,  R.  J. 
Murray,  and  T.  W.  Newbold. 
Mr.  Laws  was  bom  at  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  and  came  to 
Napier  as  a  child.  In  that 
Circuit  he  was  converted, 
and  from  thence  entered  the 
ministry.  After  his  college  term  he  was  sent  as  supply  to 
Dunedin  for  Mr.  Morley,  and  subse<iuently  served  in  the 
same  capacity  for  a  year  in  the  Christchurch  Circuit.  A 
capable  student,  he  has  been  able  during  the  course  of  his 
ministry  to  take  his  University  degree,  and  is  a  man  from 
whom  the  Church  expects  good  service  in  the  future. 
Mr.  Murray  belongs  to  a  family  of  Borderei-s,  was  converted 
in  the  Ashburton  Circuit,  and  afterwards  became  a  Home 
Missionary  in  Otago.  He  is  an  earnest  preacher  and  a 
diligent  pastor.  Mr.  Newbold  was  educated  at  the 
Auckland  Grammar  School,  and  gave  his  heart  to  God 
while  a  lad,  took  part  in  prayer  meetings,  and  began  to 
preach  at  an  early  age.  He  is  an  exceedingly  fluent 
speaker,  and  possessed  of  a  vivid  imagination  and  an 
excellent  memory.  For  a  year  he  took  charge  of  the  large 
Central  Mission  in  Dunedin,  where  ho  was  very  successful. 
He  is  now  in  his  second  year  at  Woolston. 
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The  llev.  J.  Smith,  a  supernumerary  minister,  who 
resides  at  Richmond,  is  a  native  of  Prince  Edward  Island. 
He  came  to  the  Colony  with  his  father,  the  late 
Mr.  IT.  Smith,  of  Auckland,  in  the  fifties.  In  1S60  he 
was  receivtHl  into  the  ministry,  and  for  twenty-five  yeara 
travelled  in  some  of  the  most  laborious  circuit.s  until  his 
health  broke  down. 


East  Belt  CurRrn  Propfrty,  CiiRisTciirBCH. 

Two  Located  Ministers 

also  have  their  residence  in  Christchurch,  the  Revs.  F.  W. 
and  L.  M.  Isitt.  The  elder  brother  entered  the  ministry 
from  Sydenliam  Circuit,  London,  and  after  a  term  at 
Richmond  College  arrived  in  New  Zealand  witli 
Messrs.  Williams,  Lewis,  and  Smalley  in  1^71.  lie  is 
possessed  of  considerable  gifts  of  utterance,  and  for  ten 
years  gave  great  pnmiise.  His  health  then  broke  down, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  active  duties  for  seven 
years.  On  resuming  ministerial  work  he  was  stationtul  at 
Invercargill,  Nelson,  and  East  IJelt,  working  in  the  Chuz-ch 
for  ten  years  more,  when  his  health  again  failed.  He  has 
now  no  fixed  pastoral  charge,  but  gives  his  attention  to 
temperance  work,  preaching  as  he  is  able. 

The  Rev.  L.  M.  Isitt  canu*  to  the  Colony  and  took  a 
situation  in  a  Dunedin  warehouse.  He  was  induced. 
however,  to  enter  the  Hom(»  Mission  work,  and  laboured 


Rev.  C.  H.  Laws,  B.A. 


Rkv.  R.  J.  Murray. 


at  Lawrence  and  New  Plymouth.  On  offering  for  the 
ministry,  he  was  at  once  sent  into  circuit  work,  and 
stationed  at  Pukekoho,  Parm^ll,  Mast^rton,  and  Wellington 
^uccossivoW.     In   the  latter  city  he  became  interested  in 


social  work,  and  initiated  a  series  of  Saturday  evening 
ccmcerts,  which  were  exceedingly  successful.  In  Sydenham 
he  was,  after  a  hard  struggle,  chosen  as  Chairman  of  a 
Licensing  Committee,  whose  avowe<l  object  was  to  close  all 
the  hotelfi  in  that  Borough.  This  led  him  into  controversy, 
and  he  established  The  Prohibitionist  newspaper.  After  a 
pastorate  of  two  years  in  East  Belt  Church,  he  avowtnl  his 
conviction  that  he  ought  to  devote  himself  to  Temperance 
advocacy.  The  Conference  con8ent<»<l  to  his  proposal,  ami 
he  has  since  l>een  employed  in  the  Colony  and  in  CJreat 
Britain  in  this  capacity.  He  is  an  impassionwl  and 
effective  platform  speaker,  and  an  able  preacher. 


CHRISTCHURCH   SOUTH  CIRCUIT 

may  Ix*  described  as  a  composite  one.  Of  the  seven 
churches  therein,  two  were  built  by  the  Wesh»vans,  three 
by  the  L^nited  Methodist  Free  Church,  and  two  by  the 
Bible  Christians.  Since  the  Union  they  have  been  unitetl 
in  one  administration.     Owing  to  their  being  planted  by 


Rkv.  Tj.  M.  Isitt. 


Rkv,  F.  W.  Tmtt 


different  denominati<ms,  they  are  not  placed  in  the  best 
strategic  positions  to  command  the  population,  and  it  is 
probable  that  some  rearrangemt»nts  ma}-  be  necessary. 

The  Rev.  II.  Bull,  the  Superintendent,  is  a  man  of  force 
and  energy,  a  painstaking  preacher,  a  diligent  pastor,  and 
a  careful  administrator.  A  native  of  1/ondon,  he  came  to 
the  Colony  as  a  youth,  in  the  vessel  which  brought 
Mr.  Walter  Ijfiwry.  Mr.  I^awry  acted  as  chaplain,  and 
Mr.  Bull  was  impressed  by  his  preaching.  SiX)n  after  his 
arrival  he  was  converted  in  the  mission  con4lucted  by 
California  Taylor.  Anxious  to  work  for  the  Master,  ho 
became  a  member  of  a  prayer  leaders*  band,  attended 
Mr.  Buddie's  theological  class,  was  made  a  local  preacher, 
and  recommended  to  the  ministiy  by  the  Canterbury 
Circuit.  His  first  station  was  Timaru,  after  which  he 
enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a  year's  training  under  the 
llev.  A.  R.  Fitchett,  of  Dunedin,  acting  meanwhile  as 
pastor  at  Port  Chalmers.  In  his  early  days  his  reading  was 
almost  onniivorous.  Of  thirty-two  years  in  the  ministry, 
fifteen  have  been  devoted  to  Auckland  (two  terms  having 
been  given  to  the  city),  and  the  remainder  spent  in  the 
three   Districts   of   the   South    Island.     His  aptitude  for 
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business  has  been  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Church,  ami 
for  fourteen  years  he  acted  as  Chairman  of  Districts.  On 
eight  occasions  he  has  been  elected  Secretary  of  the 
Conference,  and  was  President  in  188().  Of  liow  many 
committees  he  has  been  secretary  ami  convener  it  is 
impossible  to  say.  He  has 
a  wondf*rful  store  of  facts 
and  extensivf^  meniorandiv 
relating  to  early  Methodism 
in  the  Colony,  He  liais  alao 
a  very  reteiitivo  memory, 
and  is  well  actjuain- 


tetl  with  the  opera- 
tionsof  the  Cliui'cl 
in  other  lauds. 

His    colleagut'8 
are  the  Rev.  T.  E. 
T  ho  man    ami    the 
Rev.    J.    A.    Hos 
king.    Mr.  Thomas 
is     the    son    of    a 
Methodist  pioneer 
of  South  Austi'ivlia, 
who  lield   an    un- 
interrupted 
bership    i  n 
Church    for 
nine  years. 
also  a   convert  of 
William      Taylor, 
beinji    brought    to 
God  in  revival  ser- 
vicer at  Clare  when 
only    H  years   of 
ai'e.     In   1870 


wlule  there  to  pay  special  attention  to  the  d(K^trine  of 
holinrss,  and  received  a  baptism  of  power  which  has  since 
enriched  his  ministry.  At  the  General  Conference  of  1897 
he  was  transferred  to  N(jw  Zealand,  as  exchange  for  the 
R(»v.  L.  Hudson,  and  has  pastoral  charge  of  the  Addington, 
Selwyn Street, and  Lincoln Rojul Churches.  Mr.Hosking 
is  the  son  of  a  decensed  Home  Mi'^siann.ryt  He  learne<l 
the  trade  of  a  printer,  and  after  his  fathers  death 
removerl  to  Wellington.  By  that  circuit  he  was 
recommended  to  the  ministry,  and  after  hi.s  college  term 
spent  two  yeai-s  in   the  8pnngston   Circuit.     He  has 

special  charge  of 
thp  High  8'tieet, 
Heuthcote  Valley, 


l>egan 

and  was  nent  as  a 

student    to    Prince    Alfred    College,     Then    he    proceeded    to 

Melbourne  University,  where  he  took  ]m  B.A.  degree,  obtaining 

his   M.A,  two  years  later,   whilst  engaged  in  eirctiit  work.     Of 

hia   tweuiy-two  years*   work  in  8outh  Australia  nix  were  spent 

in  the  Adelaide  CircuItSj  and  at  Paynehara  a  handsome  church 

and  parsonage  were  erected  during  his  residence*     He  was  led 

1. — Mil.  R.  Davis.     2.— Thk  Latk   Mr.  T.  Thompson.     3. — Colombo  Road  Parson aok. 

5. — Colombo  Road  Chcrch. 


4.— CoLoMHo  Road  Sunday  School  and  GymnasiumJ 
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and  Opawa  congregations,  and  is  now  nearing  the  end  of  his 
probation.  The  three  ministers  are  assisted  by  twelve  local 
preachers  and  six  class  leaders.  The  membership  roll  has 
on  it  361  adults  and  eighteen  juniors.  In  the  seven 
Sunday-schools  120  teachers  have  1080  scholars,  while 
2500  persons  attend  the  services  in  the  circuit.      Heavy 

property  debts  have  im- 
peded progn^ss,  but  by  a 
relief  scheme  now  being 
worked  out,  it  is  hoped 
that  these  will  be  light- 
ened, so  that  more 
attention  may  be  given 
to  spiritual  effort. 


Colombo  Road  Church 
and  its  Predecessors. 

As  a  field  for  Church 
service  ground  was  first 
broken  at  Waltham  in 
Mr.  Buddie's  time.  A 
half -acre  of  land  was 
purchased,  and  in  1S70 
a  neat  church  erected, 
Rev.  J.  Smith.  ^\^q  plans    being  drawn 

by  the  Rev.  H.  R.  Dewsbury,  then  a  pupil  in  an  architect's 
office  in  the  city.  That  Church  was  wonderfully  successful, 
and  the  congregation  was  remarkable  for  its  spiritual 
power  and  rousing  class  meetings.  It  was  equally  notabh^ 
for  the  number  of  baptisms.  Where  all  the  children  came 
from  was  a  standing  wonder  to  the  ministers,  but  month  by 
month  they  were  presented  by  three,  four,  or  half-a-dozen 
in  a  day.  There  Mrs.  Scott,  since  po  widely  known 
throughout  the  Connexion  as  an  Evangelist,  was  a  class 
and  prayer  lea<^ler.  She  had  a  long  roll  of  members,  and  in 
visiting  the  sick,  the  needy,  and  the  spiritually  distressed, 
was  indefatigable  and  most  useful.  The  population  around 
was  dense,  the  worship  hearty  to  a  degiee,  and  preachers 
eagerly  desired  appointments  there.  P'or  ten  years  the 
cause  was  most  flourishing,  but  after  that  the  opening  of 
the  new  church  in  Colomln)  Road  drew  away  a  large 
number  of  the  attendants.  Supplies,  too,  became  irregular, 
and  the  congregation  languished.     In  1S87  a  special  effort 

was  made  by  Durham 
Street  local  preachers 
to  re-open  it  as  a  mis- 
sion, but  this  failed, 
and  a  few  years  since 
land  and  building  were 
sold,  the  proceeds  being 
devoted  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  debt  on  the 
Sydenham  property. 
There  are  many,  how- 
ever, who  still  look 
back  to  Waltham  as 
their  spiritual  birth- 
place. 

In  the  year  1870  a 
church  which  had  been 
built  in  Montreal  Street 
was  offei  ed  for  sale.  A 
few  Methodist  laymen 
found  the  money  U>  \)\xx- 
chase  ';it,    ivnc\  \t    vj»^ 


Tf/K  Late  Mr,  J,  Cvmhrewohtu. 


opened  for  services  in  connection  with  the  Durham  Suwt 
Circuit  on  July  17  th,  the  late  Messrw,  Garrick  and  Armitage 
being  the  preachers.  A  crowded  public  meeting  was  held 
on  the  next  day,  when  readings  were  given  by  uainist^ra  and 
laymen.  These  were  greatly  enjoyed,  and  the  proceeds  of 
the  two  services  were  £20.  The  following  year  the 
Rev.  W.  B.  Marten,  as  junior  minister  of  the  Circuit,  was 
specially  placed  in  charge  of  this  and  the  Waltham 
congregation.  Great  interest  was  excited  during  that 
winter,  by  a  series  of  lectures  on  Egypt  delivertKl  by  the 
Rev.  A.  R.  Fitchett.  Spiritual  work  was  at  the  same 
time  vigorously  carried  on.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cawsey,  now  of 
New  Brighton,  were  both  successful  class  leaders. 
Mr.  G.  Dal  try  had  charge  of  the  choir,  and  the  late 
Mr.  J.  Wilford  Smith  and  othei-s  were  enthusiastic  workers 
in  the  Sunday-school.  The  result  was  that  the  church 
became  full  to  overflowing.  Hut  Sydenham  l^orough  was 
growing  rapidly,  and  as  St.  James's,  as  the  church  was 
called,  was  considered  too  near  Durham  Street,  a  site  was 
purchased  in  Harper  Street,  Sydenham,  and  the  building 
removed  thereto. 
This  was  in  187G. 
The  building  was 
shortly  afterwards 
enlarged,  and 
there  also  good 
services  were  held. 
The  late  Messrs. 
Cum  berwort  h, 
S  h  i  e  1'  1  a  w ,  M  r. 
Minifie,  and  others 
worked  hard  to  pro- 
mote its  inten^sts. 
The  growth  of 
the  model  liorough 
of  Sydenham  was 
car(»fully  con- 
sidered by  the 
Durham  Street 
C»)uaiterly  Meet- 
ing, which,  after 
looking  at  the 
question  all  round, 

resolved  that  a  new  site  should  be  purcluised.  The  one  first 
obtained  was  on  Colombo  Road,  innntjdiately  below  the 
present  p<>st  oflice.  V>y  the  good  oflices  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Turner, 
this  was  exchanged  for  the  present  more  eligible  one  at  the 
corner  of  Colombo  and  Pound  Roads,  and  i  Jiniediately 
opposite  what  was  then  the  Agricultural  Show  Ground, 
and  is  now  the  Sydenham  Paik.  Plans  of  a  church  wei-e 
obtained  from  the  architects  of  Durham  Street,  and  the 
foundation  was  laid  by  Mrs.  G.  Gould  in  1^77.  The 
building  having  been  completed,  it  was  opened  hy 
special  sermons  by  the  Revs.  Fitchett  anrl  Morlev 
on  February  .Srd,  1 878.  Ry  a  singular  coincidence 
Mr.  Fitchett  chose  for  his  text  the  same  passage  from 
which  the  first  sermon  was  preached  in  Durham  Street, 
while  the  evening  preacher's  discourse  was  bjistHl  on 
Psalm  IIH,  v(  rs<»s  24  to  28.  I^rge  congregations  thronged 
the  building,  and  the  contributions  wen»  liberal,  the 
Durham  Street  oflicials  also  gave  up  the  collections  <m  that 
day  for  the  new  enterprise,  the  same  preachers  orticialing. 
The  original  plans  of  the  building  were  only  partially 
carried  out.  They  provided  for  an  organ  chamber  in  the 
Yiitt.\\  and  if  necessary  for  a  transept.  The  cost  was  £2G">U, 
oi  ^\\\c\\  \s^i^^\x!v.  wv^-^Vv\\  viwVj  v^raained  as  debt.     The  late 


Rev.  T.  \V.  Nkwbold. 
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Mr.  J.  Cumberworth,  an  earneBt  and  faithfal  local 
preacher,  was  then  in  charge  of  the  Sydenham  public 
school.  He  watched  the  building  of  the  church  with  the 
greatest  solicitude  and  interest  Mr.  J.  Wilford  Smith  was 
the  unwearying  Secretary  of  the  Trust,  and  Mr.  Turner  and 
others  helped  very  largely.  Mr.  Smalley  was  the  resident 
minister,  and  in  the  following  year  the  growth  of  the 
congregation  led  to  the  erection  of  galleries,  intended  to 
scat  250  persons  more.  The  cost  was  £550,  and  re-opening 
services  were  conducted  by  the  pastor  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Elinslie.  In  1880  a  parsonage  site  in  Harper 
Street  was  acquired,  and  the  house  erected  at  a  cost  of 
over  £700.  Unfortunately  most  of  this  was  borrowed,  and 
has  remained  as  part  of  the  debt  on  the  Chuich  property. 
In  1878  Colombo  Road,  with  Lincoln  Road,  Halswell,  and 
Waltham  were  constituted  a  circuit,  but  the  division  did 
not  actually  take  place  until 
nearly  a  year  later.  The  need 
of  a  Sunday-school  was  keenly 
felt,  and  in  188C  the  present 
commodious  premises,  with  a 
central  hall  to  seat  300,  and 
over  a  dozen  class  rooms,  was 
built  during  Mr.  Keall's  super- 
intendency,  at  a  cost  of  over 
£600,  of  which  three-fourths 
were  raised.  At  present  there 
are  considerably  over  300 
scholars  in  attendance,  and 
last  year  the  school  took  the 
premier  position  in  the  Con- 
nexional  examination.  In 
1889  the  Rev.  L.  M.  Isitt 
projected  a  gymnasium  for  the 
young  people.  A  further 
strip  of  land  was  purchased 
behind  the  schoolroom,  and  a 
large  building  erected  at  a 
cost  of  £700.  More  than 
half  the  cost  was  raised,  and 
the  remainder  gradually  liqui- 
dated by  means  of  the  Loan 
Fund.  During  the  twenty 
years  of  its  history  there  have 
been  diligent  and  successful 
toilers  in  connection  with  this 
Church,  and  a  memorial  tablet 
therein  recalls  the  memory 
and  devotion  of  Messrs.  Shier- 
law,  Dal  try,  Billens,  and 
Foston,  whose  deaths  followed 
in  rapid  succession.  Happily  others  have  come  to  take 
their  places,  and  the  present  ofIice-l)earers  are  willing  and 
faithful.  Standing  in  the  very  centre  of  a  population  of 
10,000  persons,  and  with  its  commodious  school  premises, 
this  Church  has  a  splendid  future  before  it. 


1872  it  was  enlarged,  the  total  cost  of  building  and 
enlargement  being  probably  £1000.  The  Sunday-School 
was  worked  with  great  vigour  by  Messrs.  Scott  Brothers, 
J.  T.  Brown,  O.  Booth,  T.  Thompson,  and  their  families. 
It  grew  rapidly,  and  in  a  few  years  the  large  building 
fronting  Selwyn  Street  was  erected.  Presently  a  good 
parsonage  was  built  on  the  Harman  Street  frontaga 
Rooms  for  separate  classes  were  added  to  the  schoolroom, 
and  a  further  enlargement  for  adult  classes  is  now 
projected.  The  church  has  been  enlarged  from  time  to 
time,  First  it  was  lengthened,  then  a  transept  was  added, 
and  presently  it  was  extended  at  the  rear  to  form  an  organ 
chamber.  The  total  outlay  on  buildings  has  prabably  been 
£3000,  of  which  £800  still  remains  as  debt.  There  is  a 
good  Sunday-school  of  over  300,  and  an  attached 
congregation.      Mr.    J.    T.    Brown    is    almost    the    sole 

representative  of  the  founders 
of  the  Church.    His  family  take 
"^^^.^  great   interest   therein,  one  of 

"n^  his    sons    being   choir   leader, 

^  and  his  daughter  presiding  at 

^  the    organ.      Mr.    T.    Cutler, 

also  an  early  Trustee,  is  the. 
energetic  Secretary,  and  they 
are  aided  by  others.  The 
ministers  and  workers  have  a 
good  stand  and  large  oppor- 
tunities. 


Rkv.  H.  Bull 


The  Twin  Centre  of  the  Circuit 

is  at  Addington,  about  a  mile  distant.  As  already  stated 
in  our  sketch  of  the  United  Free  Methodist  Church, 
services  were  commenced  there  more  than  forty  years  ago. 
Presently  the  congregation  migrated  to  the  corner  of 
Harman  Street  and  Solwyn  Street^  where  half  an  acre  of 
land  was  purchased  for  £100.  In  the  sixties  a  church  was 
built,  and  soon  became  a  hive  of  Christian  industry.     In 


High    Street    and    Lower 
Selwyn  Street  Churches. 

Of  the  former  of  these  an 
account  is  given  in  our  narra- 
tive of  Methodist  Union.  The 
church  is  well  built  and  attrac- 
tive, both  externally  and 
internally,  and  accommodates  a 
congregation  of  400  persons. 
There  is  also  a  good  schoolroom 
fronting  the  side  street,  and  a 
fair  sized  parnonage.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  site,  which  was 
very  costly,  is  small,  and  the 
buildings  suffer  in  appearance 
and  convenience  by  being  too 
close  to&^ether.  The  total  out- 
lay has  been  over  £2600,  of 
which  nearly  half  is  a  debt,  the 
greater  part  of  it  being  an 
advance  by  the  Bible  Christian 
Conference  in  England.  Messrs.  Jame^  Smith,  E.  Reed, 
and  others,  representatives  of  the  Bible  Christian 
denomination  as  first  organised,  are  members  of  the 
congregation.  There  is  also  a  band  of  active  young  people 
always  ready  to  work  in  the  interests  of  the  Church.  In 
this  congregation  the  Rev.  L.  J.  Ryan,  now  stationed  at 
Cromwell,  was  converted,  and  from  thence  was  sent  into 
the  ministry. 

Even  before  the  first  Bible  Christian  minister  came, 
services  had  been  commenced  in  Tiower  Selwyn  Street 
Addington,  by  Mr.  Reed  and  his  coadjutors.  In  1883  a 
church  seating  150  persons  was  builfc  at  a  cost  of  £200, 
and  paid  for  shortly  afterwards.  Five  years  later  a  larger 
church  was  needed,  and  a  building  to  seat  330  persons 
erected  at  «xv  okslWa.^  ^i  w«  ^3R^^  '^'^  \ssww«.  ^«iR.N*®!sv% 
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used  for  school  purposes.  It  soon  became  necessary  to 
provide  for  a  mairied  minister,  and  a  cottage  parsonage  of 
five  rooms  was  built.  There  is  a  debt  of  £500  on  the 
whole  property.  To  help  in  reducing  this  the  church  has 
bsen  relieved  of  its  minister,  and  the  parsonage  let.  Ther^ 
are  earnest  men  and  women  there  who  work  diligently  in 
the  various  departments. 


Addington  Church  and  School. 

Three  Suburban  Outposts. 

At  Lincoln  Road,  Healhcote  Valley,  and  Willowbank, 
churches  have  also  been  erected  and  are  included  in  this 
Circuit. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  the  St.  Asaph  Street  Church 
commenced  services  at  Spreydon,  where  an  attachtHl 
congregation  was  gathered.  The  l)uilding  was  distant 
from  the  main  road,  and  eventually  found  out  of  the  way 
for  the  increasing  population.  In  18(S(),  therefore,  the 
present  site  of  half  an  acre  on  Lincoln  Koad  was  bought, 
and  the  building  removed.     It  has  since  been  cnlarjLred  and 


Lower  Sklwvn  Strekt  Chukc  m  and  School. 

a  vestry  added,  the  total  outlay  being,  on  buildings  alone, 
alx)ut  £VjO.  It  has  an  unusually  strong  board  of 
othce-bearers.  Messrs.  R.  Davis  (who  has  been  on  the 
"  Plan  "  of  various  Circuits  for  half  a  century),  Gott  and 


Ray  are  local  preachers,  while  Mr.  J.  Gott,  Mr.  Carr,  and 
the  St«el  Brothers  are  Trustees.  A  small  debt  is  to  be 
liquidated  during  the  present  year. 

Heathcote  Valley  has  a  history  full  of  vicissitudes,  it 
having  been  identified  ecclesiastically  with  three  different 
circuits.  During  the  construction  of  the  railway  tunnel, 
services  were  held  by  the  Free  Methodist  Church  among 
the  navvies.  In  1871  this  writer,  then  living  at  Lytt^lton, 
commenced  services  in  the  schoolroom,  where  Mr.  E.Mitchell 
was  teacher.  Messrs.  Mitchell,  McDowell,  Pearce,  and 
A.  Martin  were  vigorous  helpers.  A  church  site  was  given 
by  Captain  Morgan  on  the  right  of  the  railway  lino 
proceeding  from  Christchurch  to  Lyttelton.  On  this  a 
church  to  seat  eighty  persons  was  built,  and  opened  on 
March  9th,  1873.  It  cost  £1U,  and  largely  by  the 
generosity  of  the  Lyttelton  congregation,  and  a  few 
Christchurch  friends,  £64  were  raised  at  the  time.  The 
balance  was  loaned  free  of  interest  by  Mr.  Gould,  part  of  it 
being  subsequently  given  by  him,  and  the  remainder  paid  of! 
in  a  few  months.  Some  years  later  the  bulk  of  the  population 
being  on  the   other  side  of  the  line,    the  present  site  was 


Lincoln  Road  Church. 

puichased  and  the  church  removed  thither.  After  a  time 
it  was  doubled  in  size,  and  a  debt  of  £40  paid  in  1878.  In 
188G  the  district  was  exceedingly  prosperous,  and  under  the 
pilotage  of  the  llev.  J.  J.  Lewis,  and  by  tho  energy  of  the 
Rev.  G.  B(md,  the  present  church  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
£'2o0,  the  debt  of  £70  remaining  being  paid  through  the 
Loan  Fund.  It  was  opened  by  the  llevs.  J.  Berry  and 
W.  J.  Williams.  The  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent,  the  late 
Mrs.  Weir,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDowell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins, 
with  Mr.  James  Weir,  were  among  the  chief  promotei*s. 
The  well-managed  and  effective  Sunday-school  has  been  for 
several  years  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  James  Weir.  In 
addition  to  the  above,  Messrs.  Gimblett,  Moulde}^  and  their 
families  are  among  thovse  worshipping  there. 

During  the  Rev.  J.  Parkin's  time  the  Addington  Free 
Methodist  Church  resolved  on  a  further  extension  in  what 
were  then  the  outskirts  of  Sydenham.  A  site  was 
purchased  at  Willowbank,  and  in  188G  a  church  seating 
eighty  persons  erected,  the  total  outlay  being  £250. 
Unfortunately,  nearly  the  whole  of  this  was  borrowed,  and 
when  times  of  depression  followed  it  became  a  heavy 
burden.  Some  relief  was  afforded  two  years  ago  by  a  grant 
from   the  Thanksgiving  Fund.     A  good  Sunday-school  is 
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conducted  there,  and  public  service  is  held  on  Sunday 
afternoons.  The  members  of  the  Christian  Endeavour 
•Society  at  Sydenham  are  vigorously  working  in  this 
neighbourhood.  Services  are  also  held  at  Opawa  public 
schoolroom,  and  in  that  locality  a  church  site  has  been 
secured.  Compact  in  area,  with  a  large  and  steadily 
growing  population,  Christchurch  South,  with  enterpiise 
and  determination,  ought  in  the  future  to  show  considerable 
extension  and  growth. 


CHRISTCHURCH  (ST.  ALBANS)  CIRCUIT. 
The  little  group  of  WesU^yans  who,  in  1854,  met  at 
Mr.  Philpott*s,  were  really  instrumental  in  laying  the 
foundation  of  the  Church  in  Christchurch  City.  The  first 
ministerial  service  in  their  own  noighlKmrhcxxl  was  held  in 
Mr.  Philpott's  house,  when  Mr.  Kirk  preached  frcm  the 
text,  "  I  pray  not  that  Thou  shouldest  take  thciu  out  of  the 
world,  but  that  Thou  shouldest  keep  them  from  the  evil." 

One  of  the  hear- 
ers reported  that 
they  were  all 
deeply  moved. 
Subs  e  q  uent 
meetings  were 
held  in  Mr.Guil- 
ford's  house, 
w  1  lie h  was  larger 
This  stood  on  the 
Papanui  Road, 
a  litth'  distance 
beyond  the  pre- 
s(?nt  parsonage. 
OnMr.  Aldred's 
arrival  these  ser- 
vices were  con- 
tinued. In  No- 
vember h(»  re- 
ports tliat  a 
<juarter-acre  sec- 
tion had  been 
given  by  Mr. 
JWadley  in  St. 
Albans  La  ne  , 
and  preparations 
were  being  made  to  build  a  s(k1  schoolroom  free  from  debt. 
From  such  small  beginnings  there  sprang  the  St.  Albans 
Circuit,  with  its  six  churches  and  an  etjual  number  of 
Sunday-schools,  two  itinerant  ministers  and  six  local 
preachers.  By  the  blessing  of  God  2S8  adults  and  fifty 
junior  members  are  registered  on  its  rolls.  There  are  61)9 
Sunday  scholars,  and  the  attendants  number  1420. 
Combining  the  advantages  of  the  city  and  the  country,  the 
St.  Albans  Circuit  is  a  most  desirable  field  of  lalx)ur,  and 
every  year  becomes  more  important. 


The  Late  .Mr.  M.  Hall. 


The  Principal  Ctiurch 

is,  of  course,  St.  Albans  itself.  Whether  the  sod  erection 
ever  took  effect  is  somewhat  doubtful.  Another  piece  of 
land  was  acquired  next  to  that  given  by  Mr.  1  Bradley.  On 
this  a  small  weather-board  room  of  about  20ft.  by  16ft.  was 
erected,  and  became  the  first  church.  Subsequently  it  was 
used  as  an  infant  class  room,  and  when  the  property  was 
sold  four  years  ago  it  was  again  removed  and  attached  to 


RkV.    J.    A.    HoSKINCi. 


church  number  two,  where,  after  nearly  fifty  years'  wear 
and  tear,  it  serves  as  a  meeting-place  for  the  adult  class  of 
the  Sunday-school.  Nearly  all  the  fii-st  settlers  were 
working  men.  They  were  very  closely  united  in  Christian 
fellowship,  and  the  Phil- 
potts,  Quaifes,  Guilfords, 
Salters,  Patt  ricks,  and 
Broughtons  formed  a 
united  community  in 
which  a  warm  family  feel- 
ing prevailed.  As  the 
congregation  grew,  larger 
quarters  were  nece-ssary, 
and  eventually  a  church 
about  ooft.  by  35ft.  was 
placed  alongside  the 
original  building.  Twelve 
or  fifteen  years  later 
several  families  of  influ- 
ence and  position,  wlio 
were  also  members  of 
the  Ciiurch,  had  taken 
up  their  residence  in  the 
locality,  notably  the 
Peacocks,  Tui  ners,  and 
Gar  ricks.     At  the  outset 

they  were  accustomed  to  attend  service  in  High 
Street  and  Durham  Street,  and  did  so  for  several  years. 
(Gradually  the  desire  sprang  up  to  have  a  church  in  their 
own  neighbourhood.  The  Hem.  J.  T.  Peacock  in  1869  gave 
a  site  at  the  end  of  his  property  in  St.  Albans  J^ne,  and 
on  that  the  attractive  church  shown  in  our  illustration  was 
built  at  a  total  cose  of  £1350,  of  which  th(j  whole  was  paid 
except  £'200.  A  handsome  memorial  window  of  stained 
glass  was  placed  tlierein  by  Mr.  Peacock  in  memory  of  his 
father,  Captain  Peacock,  an  old  Methodist.  The  following 
year  a  pipe-organ  wjis  intro^luced  costing  £120.  The 
perfect  tjiste  of  the  appointm.»nts  of  this  church,  and  the 
order  and  beauty  of  tlie  services,  made  it  a  joy  to  worship 
there.  With  the  view  of  r<»taining  the  services  of  the 
liev.  A.  K.  Fitchett  near  Christchurch,  St.  Albans  was  in 
hS91  made  tlie  head  of  a  Circuit.  This  necessitated  the 
building  of  a  parsonage.  Nearly  two  acres  of  land  were 
purchased  on  Papanui  Road,  and  a  comfortable  ministers 
house  enacted  thereon  at  a  cost  of  £G00.  This  obligation 
was  discharged  in  a 
few  years  through  a 
Building  Society. 
During  the  ministry 
of  the  J<ev.  W. 
Morley  in  the  circuit 
in  l^^\,  the  church 
wiis  enlarged,  eighty 
additional  sittings 
being  provideil.  The 
cost  was  £270,  and  all 
was  met  shortly  after 
opening,  the  greater 
part  of  it  being 
collected  by  Miss 
Turner,  now  Mrs.  J. 
H.  Kirk,  of  Inver- 
c  argil  1.  Another 
dozen  years  passed. 
The  schoolroom  was 
beyond  repairs,  and  The  Latk  Rev.  J.  Hoskixu,  Kumaba. 
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GRurp  OK   Okkk  k-kkakkks,  (.'hkiskhirc.  h  Soith  Circuit. 


Olii  CnrR<  II  ani»  School,  St.  Albans. 


St.  Alhans  Ghirc  n.-  Infninr  and  E'terior. 
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the  church  needed  a  considerable  expenditure  also. 
The  Borough,  too,  was  rapidly  growing.  It  was  felt 
desirable  that  the  new  building  should  be  on  the  main  road, 
and  after  a  vain  attempt  to  secuie  another  site  it  was 
resolved  to  build  in  front  of  the  parsonage.  Plans  for  a 
brick  church  were  prepared  by  Mr.  R.  W.  England,  junr. 
The  Hon.  J.  T.  Peacock  offered  considerable  financial  help, 
and  on  All  Saints'  Day,  1894,  laid  the  foundation  stone  of 
the  new  erection.  The  honour  of  opening  it  fell  to  the 
present  writer,  who  preached  from  Psalm  48,  12-14,  on 
May  5th,  1895.  The  day 
was  beautifully  fine,  and 
there  was  such  a  gather- 
ing of  old  Lfethodists  in 
the  congregation  as  had 
not  been  seen  for  years. 
The  other  church  in  St. 
Albans  lja.no  was  at  the 
same  time  fitted  up  for  a 
Sunday-school,  for  which 
it  is  admirably  a<lapted. 
The  entire  cost  of  the 
enterprise  was  £2320,  of 
which  one-third  rercained 
as  a  debt,  but  this  is 
being  gradually  discharged 
by  means  of  the  Loan  Fund.  Tlic 
church  itself  is  in  a  conspicuouss  posi- 
tion, and  with  the  ivy  climbing  up  its 
walls  is  quite  an  ornament.  Much 
credit  is  due  to  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Lu ox- 
ford, then  th(»  resident  minisU^r,  for 
carrying  out  this.  Two  years  ai^^o,  by 
exchanging  part  of  the  land  at  the 
rear  of  the  parsonage  for  a  strip  i\,t  the 
end  of  the  church  fronting  Ku^by 
Street,  the  appearance  and  surrou rid- 
ings of  the  building  have  been  jimcli 
improved. 


Honoured  Names  and  Sacred 
Memories 

cluster  thickly  around  the  St.  Albans 

congregation.     The  late  Mrs.  Peaco<:k, 

senr.,  and  her  daughter-in-law,  JIrs,  J. 

T.  Peacock,  were  devout  worshipptT?* 

and   constant    benefactors    for    nmiiy 

years.     Mr    F.  J.  Garrick  was   often 

the  preacher  there,   and  attended  up 

to  the  time  of  his  death.     The   late 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Turner  was  also  a  most 

generous  supporter.     The  three  latter 

were  all  taken  from  earth  to  heaven 

while  still  in  mid-life.     Mr.  E.  Salter 

was  a  local    preacher  and   resident  in   the  neighbourhood 

over    forty  years.     Fiom   thence    he  went  home    to   God, 

followed    a  few   years    later    by  Mrs.   Salter.     Here,   too, 

Mr.   I.  W.  Philpott  finished   his  honoured  course,  and  a 

memorial  service  was   conducted   in    the   new    church  on 

April   12th,   1896.     Mr.  and  Mrs.   Quaife,   Nurse  Smith, 

Mr.   Bennetts,  and  Mr.  J.  T.   Smith,  all  of  whom   were 

devoted  members,  deserve  honourable  mention.     All  these 

died  in  a  good  old  age.     Heaven  is  the  richer  for  their 

removal,    but    the   local  Church  still   looks   sadly  at   the 

vacant  places.     Another  layman,  the  late  Mr.  J.  Broughton, 


rendered  distinguished  service.  Brought  up  for  a  solicitor, 
he  afterwards  proposed  to  enter  the  Army,  and  a  commission 
was  purchased.  Changing  his  intention,  he  studied  at  an 
Agiicultural  College  in  Germany,  and  was  one  of  the 
immigrants  in  the  barque  Cressy,  By  the  consistent 
conduct  and  faithful  counsels  of  Mr.  Pattrick,  he  was  won 
for  Christ,  soon  afterwards  became  a  local  preacher,  and 
for  forty  years  conducted  services  all  through  ISorth 
Canterbury.  For  the  last  twenty-five  years  of  his  life  he 
occupied  the  position  of  a  lay  pastor,  leading  class  meetings, 
visiting  the  sick  and  needy,  and  seeking  to  save  the  lost. 
He  was  greatly  respected^  and  a  tablet  to  his  memory  has 

been  erected  in  the  church. 
Oneof  the  Superintendents 
of  the  Circuit — the  late 
Rev.  J.  B.  Richardson — 
was  called  to  his  reward 
while  in  St.  Albans.  The 
son  of  an  Fnglish  Wesleyan 
minister,  he  came  to  New 
Zealand  with  Messrs.  Lee 
and  Harper.  He  was  a 
man  of  sturdy  common 
sense,  and  though  not 
fluent  naturally,  was  a 
thoughtful  and  instructive 
preacher.  In  January  1881, 
he  was  elected  President  of 
Conference,  and  on  his 
way  to  the  General  Con- 
ference was  drowned  in 
the  wreck  of  the  Tararua, 
With  him  also  perished  Mr.  E.  Mitchell, 
an  honoured  local  preacher  in  the 
Circuit.  A  brass  tablet  to  the  memory 
of  ^[r.  Richardson  is  also  to  be  found  in 


1.  Mr.  I.  W.  Philpott.     2.  Mr.  J.  Pattrk  k 
3.  Mrs.  Pattrick.     4.  Mr.  E.  Samkr. 


Papanui 

was,  in  the  early  days  of  Canterbury, 
quite  a  country  district,  but  by  ex- 
tension of  the  tram  line  and  railway  it 
hail  become  a  suburb  of  Christchurch. 
The  ftn^t  service  there  was  held  by  Mr. 
Goniuil,  who  forty-three  years  since 
preached  in  Mr.  .lames  Reese's  barn. 
Subsequently  preaching  was  held  in 
his  house,  and  also  in  a  cottage 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Gibbs  and  Meddings. 
In  l^riH  the  present  church  site  of  an 
acre  was  purchased  frcni  Mr.  Reese 
for  XloO,  and  a  small  building  to 
serve  for  church  and  school  placed 
thereon,  costing  4*1>0.  Within  a  few 
years  it  was  doubled  in  size,  and  old  members  still 
speak  of  the  se^isons  of  spiritual  profit  enjoyed,  and 
successful  tea  meetings  held.  Ten  years  later  a  new 
church  became  retjuisite,  and  the  foundation  stone  (»f  the 
present  building  was  laid  by  Mr.  Gairick  on  November  18th, 
1809.  Tt  was  opened  the  27th  February  following,  when 
the  Revs.  Buddie,  Reid,  and  Mr.  Garrick  were  the  preachers. 
Tt  cost  £500,  and  by  liberal  subscriptions,  headed  by 
Mr.  Garrick's  £100,  almost  the  entire  cost  wiis  raised. 
Exceedingly  chaste  in  its  appointments,  it  was  a  model 
country  church.    Ever  since  it  has  had  a  good  congregation. 
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Tho  service  of  song  is  exceedingly  attractive.  Two  or  three 
large  families  settled  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  their 
children  intermarrying,  have  been  connected  with  it  for  a 
generation.     John  Reese,  a  Welshman  of  Glamorganshire, 

came  there  in  1854, 
and  for  thirty-eight 
years  was  a  pillar  of 
the  Church.  A  class 
leader  and  Sunday- 
school  teacher,  a  keen 
and  appreciative 
hearer,  his  prayers 
were  a  benediction. 
His  sons  and  daughters 
all  help  in  the  choir,  the 
latter  being  specially 
gifted,  and  rendering 
good  service.  His 
b  a  c  h  e  1  o  r  brother, 
.lames,  died  a  few  years 
since,  and  left  a  legacy 
of  £100  to  the  Trust. 
By  that  time  the  first 
church  had  become 
untenantable.  The 
vestry  of  the  second 
was  therefore  enlarged, 
and  two  class  rooms  added  to  make  it  suitable  for 
Sunday-school  purposes.  A  further  enlargement  is  now 
projected.  Prominent  among  the  members  of  the 
congregation  thirteen  years  ago  was  M  r.  Beecham  Pattrick, 
the  youngest  son  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  Pattrick.  He  was  a 
young  man  of  excellent  spirit,  the  capable  and  devoted 
leader  of  a  Bible  class,  and  a  "  burning  nnd  shining  light." 
His  early  decease  was  a  great  loss.  Others  also  have 
finished  their  course.  There  is  still  a  good  congregation, 
but  the  time  is  coming  when  a  site  in  the  centre  of  the 
township  must  be  secured,  and  a  more  modern  and 
accessible  building  be  erected. 


Thb  Late  Mr.  John  Reese. 


Divisions  of  Opinion 

are    sometimes     over  -  ruled    for     the     extension     of    the 
Church.     So    it    has    been    in    this    Circuit.     Up    to    the 

erection  of  the  second 
sanctuary  in  St.  Al- 
bans ijaue,  the  mem- 
bers and  adherents 
of  Knight's  Town 
worshipped  in  the 
original  church,  which 
was  midway  between 
the  two  places.  They 
did  not  agree  with  the 
decision  to  build  on 
^Ir.  Peacock's  land. 
Mr.  Garrick  there- 
fore proposed  that  a 
church  should  be  pro- 
vided in  their  midst. 
Land  was  obtained, 
and  a  building  28  ft. 
by  18  ft.  erected,  at  a 
cost  of  £'145,  of  which 
£100  wore  raised. 
The  Late  Mr.  J.  Broughton.  When  finished  it  was 


said  to  be  "a  ci*edit  to  Mr.  Rutland,  the  architect,  and  an 
ornament  to  the  neighbourhood. ''  The  opening  sennuns 
were  preached  on  June  19th  by  the  Rev.  A.  Reid  and 
Mr.  Garrick.  A  few  years  afterwards  the  name  was 
changed  from 
Knightstown  to 
Crescent  Road.  The 
Sunday-school  was 
exceedingly  success- 
ful from  the  begin- 
ning, and  Mr.  Moor's 
class  meeting  had  a 
large  attendance. 
For  fifteen  years  the 
congi*egation  was 
prosperous.  A  tran- 
sept doubling  the 
size  of  the  building 
was  added,  a  channel 
placed  at  the  end  of 
that,  and  a  large 
vestry  for  infant 
class  purposes  erect- 
ed in  the  rear.  To 
meet  Sunday-school 
requirements  three 
class  rooms  were 
built  on  one  side  in  1884,  and  two  others  subsequently. 
Messrs.  W.  Moor,  C.  Duggan,  Egglestone,  and  the  late 
Mr.  Lucas  were  conspicuous  in  the  work  at  that  time. 
Then  came  a  season  of  great  commercial  depression.  Some 
of  the  members  died,  others  removed,  and  the  Church 
languished.  During  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a 
decided  (luickening.  Messrs.  Deane,  Hull,  Ford  and  Lucas 
are  faithful  ollice-bearers,  while  Messrs.  Moor  and  Bailey 
still  work  there.  Mrs.  Dellow,  senr.,  is  a  faithful  steward, 
Miss  Lucas  elliciently  presides  at  the  harmonium,  and  th^ 
Sunday  school  is  under  the  energetic  management  of 
Mr.  Bo  wen. 


Rev.  T.  E.  Thomas,  M.A. 


The  Frieston  Church 

also  had  its  origin  in  a  dispute.  When  Papanui  Church 
was  built,  the  residents  of  this  locality  wished  it 
placed  further  up  the  Harewoo<i  Road.  A  majority 
deciding  against  them  they  resolved  to  build  one 
of  their  own. 
The  site  was  given, 
and  a  neat  edifice 
ere  c  t  ed  thereon, 
which  was  opened 
by  Mr.  Garrick  and 
the  Uev.  W.  Lee 
on  December  4th, 
1870.  Since  then 
the  population  has 
been  almost  station- 
ary, but  the  late 
Mr.  John  Philpott, 
Messrs.  Wilkinson 
and  Watson  have 
been  faithful  stew- 
aids,  and  they  and 
a  few  other  families 
enjoy  the  worship 
in  their  own 
sanctuary.  Rev.  A.  B.  Chappell. 
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Upper  Riocaitoii  Church. 

oo  the  nme  plan  as  Frieston,  was  opened  a  year 
Serrioe  had  been  conducted  there  in  the  early  nays, 
Iriffithi  being  the  devoted  Steward  and  an  eameat 
leader,  the  Clarkaon  Brothers  and  others  also 
Ung^  and  the  late  Mr.  and  Mra.  Boon  and  their 
ea.  A  small  cemetery  was  also  obtained,  in  which 
iorefathers  of  the  hamlet "  sleep.  Mr.  Carpenter,  a 
-hvw  of  the  late  Mr.  Griffiths,  and  several  members  of 
eea  family  are  still  amongst  its  chief  supporters. 


Riccarton  Village. 

a  the  Fifties  successful  services  and  a  Sunday-school 
in  Mrs.  Curlett's  house.  Eventually  these  were 
^l^ffg  and  for  twenty  years  there  was  no  Wesleyan 
"^    '  About    sixteen 

I  Messrs.  J.  Cannon, 
ith,  and  Mrs.  T. 
and  family  settled 
^T^An  eligible  site  was 
fliilp'  and  the  foundation 
;iilf  the  very  neat  churcli 
a  May,  1886.  It  was 
ited  hy  the  Rev.  W.  J. 
UN  in  September.  It 
;600,  and  a  debt  of  £200 
Mud  through  the  Loan 
An  innovation  took 
fay  seating  the  building 
chairs,  while  piano  and 
are  both  employed  to 
he  service  of  song.  There 
excellent  field  in  this 
bourhood,  and  a  large  con- 
taon  should  be  gathered. 
imilies  of  Messrs.  Taylor, 
ly,  Tucker,  Ballantyne, 
Smith  are  among  the 
ippers. 


he  Circuit  History 

t  a  period  of  twenty-nine 

during  which  no  less 
ten  ministers  have  occu- 
the  position  of  Supei-in- 
Bt.  In  1884  Mr.  Morley, 
employed  on  Connexional 
the  Rev.  C.  H.  Garland 
ppointed  as  his  assistant.  He  so  commended  himself 
I  goodwill  of  the  congregations  that  the  following  year 
requested  that  he  might  be  retained  as  a  second 
ter,  and  provided  a  residence  at  Papanui.  In  1888 
tonage  was  purchased  there  for  £300.  Unfortunately 
rhole  amount  was  borrowed,  and  when  times  of 
wion   came  it   was   found   impossible    to   retain    it. 

sold  at  a  loss,  it  laid  the  foundation  of  a  heavy  debt, 
.  burdened  the  Circuit  for  several  years.  Within  the 
turive  months  this  has  been  entirely  liquidated,  and 
is  now  a  more  hopeful  spirit. 

)  present  Superintendent,  the  Rev.  W.  Lee,  is  a 
d  xorkshireman,  shrewd,  and  outspoken.  He  came 
>  Colony  in  1865,  has  occupied  circuits  in  each  of  the 
Kstricts,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  first,  has 
1  been  Superintendent.     A  fluent  speaker,  with  a 


splendid  memory,  great  self-possession,  and  the  power  of 
thinking  clearly,  he  is  never  at  a  loss.  He  is  also  noted  fur 
his  administrative  abilities,  and  was  for  sixteen  years 
Chairman  of  the  Districts  in  which  he  resided.  He  has 
twice  been  elected  Secretary  of  Conference,  was 
President  in  1880,  and  through  the  decease  of  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Richardson,  also  fulfilled  the  duties  of  that 
office  during  the  following  year.  In  1896  he  enjoyed  a 
well-earned  holiday  in  the  form  of  a  visit  to  England  and 
the  Holy  Land,  and  was  appointed  representative  to  the 
British  Conference  at  Liverpool. 

His  colleague,  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Chappell,  was  bom  in 
Tauranga,  where  he  was  converted  under  the  ministry  of 
the  Rev.  S.  Griffiths.     He  became  a  local  preacher  and 
Palmerston   North,   and   since  his 
has    served     in     the     Wellington, 
Christchurch   South,   and    his 
present  Circuit.     He  is  a  close 
student     and     a      thoughtful 
speaker,   and   should    win  his 
way. 


Home  Missionary   in 
college     term     closed 


Hkv.  J.  B.  Richardson, 


LYTTELTON  CIRCUIT. 

Geographically,  Lyttelton  is 
the  advance  post  of  the  Canter- 
bury District.  There  are  few 
places  where  a  minister  has 
warmer  supporters,  and  no 
circuit  in  the  Colony  in  which, 
while  doing  his  work  thor- 
oughly, he  can  secure  so  much 
time  for  study. 

Stories  of  the  Early  Days. 

When  I.  W.  Philpott  stood 
on  the  deck  of  the  barque 
Cressy,  he  counted  in  Lyttelton 
fifteen  tofiares,  which  he,  in  his 
simplicity,  at  first  took  for  dog 
kennels.  The  Immigration  Bar- 
racks looked  like  a  huge 
umbrella.  The  latter  place  was 
consecrated  that  night  by  family 
prayer  with  his  household. 
During  the  Rev.  J.  Watkin's 
visit,  he  preached  at  Mr.  John 
Philpott's  whare  in  Gollan's 
Bay.  On  Mr.  Kirk*s  arrival, 
services  were  held  for  some 
time  in  Mr.  Tucker's  cottage,  which  stood  at  the  back  of  the 
present  premises  of  Mr.  Garforth,  butcher,  Norwich 
Quay.  The  two  front  rooms  were  filled  with  eager  hearers. 
Not  only  were  the  chairs  occupied,  but  the  beds  were  used 
for  seats.  The  Monday  Evening  Prayer  Meeting  and  a 
Socially  Cia^s,  both  well  attended,  were  also  held  in  the 
«ame  place.  Presently  Mr.  Lawry,  a  Presbyterian,  loaned 
a  store  on  the  Quay  for  service.  This  was  a  distinct 
advance,  and  on  taking  poa^f^ion  of  it  the  congregation 
made  a  demonstration.  The  pulpit  was  constructed  by 
Messrs.  Taylor  and  Popple  well,  and  two  godly  and  earnest 
women,  who  still  live — Mesdames  Ritchie  and  Allan — 
were  at  work  until  midnight  draping  it,  and  preparing  for 
the  service,  so  that  all  should  be  in  order.  Afterwards, 
Mr.  Lawry  loaned  a  two-roomed  cottage  on  the  Sumner 
Road,  and  the  partition  being  taken  down,  services  were 
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held  there.  Mr.  Kirk  lived  at  first  in  a  cottage  on  the 
Bridle  Path,  which  was  not  altogether  weather-proof. 
Provisions  were  excessively  dear,  tlour  selling  at  X50  per 
ton,  potatoes  costing  14s  per  kit,  and  oatmeal  9d  per  pound. 
Notwithstanding  these  ditticulties,  Mr.  Kirk  was  so  cheered 
by  the  earnestness  of  the  people  that  he  looks  back  to  the 
months  spent  there  with  pardonable  pride. 


A  Church  Building: 

was  very  greatly  desiied,  and  a  site  secured  in  St.  David 
Street.     Mr.  Kirk  started  the  subscription  list,  but  left  the 
erection  to  his  succesyor.      In  Mr.  Aldred's  papers  there  is 
a  particular   account   of  the   timber   ordered    from  Captain 
Armstrong,  Akjiroa.     All  wfus  to   be  of   totara  except  the 
flooring    boards.      It    was    only    80fi.     by    20ft.,    but    cost 
je334  -is.  .')d.      It  was  opi  lud  5rarch  4th,    1855.     A  debt  of 
JB80    remaining    was     sjiortly 
afterwards  liquidated,  amongst 
the  contributors  being  many 
names  well  known  afterwards 
in     Canterbury     Methodism. 
All  the  seats  were  let  at  once, 
and    further    accommodation 
was  provided  by  means  of  a 
gallery  across   the  end.     The 
singing    was   led   by   Mr.    0. 
May  with  the  flute.    Mr.  May, 
after  all  these  years,   is  still 
an  active   member  and  class 
leader    in    St.     Albans.       A 
Sunday-school      was     com- 
menced, and  in  a  few  months 
had  fifty-five  scholars  on  the 
roll.     We  are  glad  to  present 
a  sketch  of  this  first  place  of 
worship. 


A   Bold   Venture. 

Less  than  six  years  after, 
the  foundation  of  a  new  and 
very  handsome  church  was 
laid  on  Norwich  Quay,  on  a 
site  not  far  from  the  Union 
Bank.  Messrs.  Buchanan, 
Peacock,  Rhodes,  and  Turner 
gave  handsome  contributions, 
and  all  others  helped  to  the 
utmost  of  their  ability.  It 
was  opened  on  September  1st., 

1861,  by  sermons  from  the  Kevs.  Buller,  Vickers,  and 
Eraser.  At  a  public  meeting  held,  it  was  announced  that 
it  had  cost  £1770,  and  was  altogether  free  from  debt. 
Cruciform  in  shape,  with  a  carved  altar  rail,  and  a  somewhat 
elaborate  pulpit,  it  was  exceedingly  attractive,  but  was  not 
destined  to  remain  where  firet  located.  The  site  became 
unsuitable,  as  it  was  surrounded  by  business  premises,  and 
in  1866  it  was  removed  to  its  present  stand  in  Winchester 
Street,  on  a  site  purchased  three  years  previously.  The 
removal  cost  .£500,  and  this  was  met  by  a  bazaar  and  the 
sale  of  the  land  on  the  Quay.  In  1877,  ninety  additional 
sittings  were  addcMl  at  a  cost  of  £200.  Tln-ee  years 
afterwards  it  was  again  enlarged,  and  an  excellent  pipe 
organ  introduced  at  a  cost  of  £500.  After  forty  3'ears' 
service,  it  is  still  a  substantial  building,  and  has 
accommodation  for  a  numerous  congregation. 


Sunday-school  Work 

has  been  a  marked  feature  from  the  outset.  The  first 
Superintendent  was  a  Mr.  I^ethlater,  who  had  worthy 
successors  in  Messrs.  May,  Buchanan,  Troadwell,  Rhodeii, 
and  J.  S.  OUiver.  It  was  started  in  the  preaching  place 
on  Sumner  Road,  and  then  held  in  the  churches  on 
St.  David  Street  and  Norwich  QuAy,  In  1863  the 
Winchester  Street  site  was  purchased  for  £150,  and  the 
school  building  put  up  at  a  cost  of  JB400.  In  1876  this 
was  enlarged,  lined,  and  reseated,  at  a  cost  of  £230.  Ad 
infant  room  was  added,  and  otlicr  improvements  made  in 
1892.  It  has  recently  sustained  a  heavy  loss  by  the 
sudden  death  of  Mr.  J.  Joyce,  M.H.R.,  who  for  some  years 
had  been  the  Superintendent.  Under  him  there  was 
excellent  discipline,  while  he  also  had  the  warm  affection 
of    the   scholars.     P'or   many   years    the   school    has  been 

conspicuous  for  the  support 
of  the  Home  Mission  Fund. 
Mrs.  Allan,  one  of  the  first 
members,  lias  been  .a  teacher 
for  forty-five  years  consecu- 
tively, and  is  still  unwearied 
in  her  labour  of  love. 

The  Minister's  Residence 

is  on  a  pleasant  and  com- 
manding site  in  Exeter 
Street.  A  six-roomed  cottage 
with  slated  roof  was  built  in 
1862,  for  the  accomniodation 
of  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Shaw.  It 
cost  £575,  of  which  £500 
remainwi  on  mortgage.  Nine 
years  later,  on  the  Circuit 
being  divided,  Christchurch 
took  over  half  of  this,  and 
the  balance  was  discharged 
by  proceeds  of  a  bazaar  held 
in  December,  1871  In  1881 
the  present  comfortable  two- 
storied  building  was  put  up 
at  a  cost  of  £900.  Of  the 
debt  then  left,  two-thirds  was 
raised  ^\g  years  afterwards, 
and  the  balance  paid  through 
the  Loan  Fund. 

Circuit  Experiences. 

Rev.  R.  Bavin.  After     Mr.     Aldrod's     re- 

moval to  Christchurch,  the 
second  minister  cf  the  Canterbury  Circuit  lived  for  «)me 
years  at  Lyttelton.  On  account  of  the  growing  importance 
of  Christchurch  City,  he  was  removed  thither  in  1870. 
Thereupon  the  Lytcelton  people  requestecl  to  be  constituted 
a  separate  Circuit.  This  was  granted,  and  Banks  Peniosula 
was  attached,  but  found  to  be  unworkable.  Subsequently, 
services  were  started  in  Heathcote  Valley,  and  a  church 
erected,  but  for  lack  of  local  preachers  it  was  afterwards 
transferred  to  the  Durham  Street  Circuit.  Messrs.  Kirk, 
Aldred,  and  Buller  were  accustomed  to  hold  services  with 
the  Natives  at  Raupaki,  Port  I^evy,  and  Akaroa.  At 
Kaupaki  for  many  years  Te  Kote,  a  Native  minister, 
resided,  but  visited  regularly  the  )>ahx  throughout 
Canterbury  and  Otago.  Since  his  death  services  in 
English  have  been  held  in  the  neat  little  church.  Most  of 
the  young  people  can  follow  and  enjoy  these.     A  Maori 
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service  is  also  conducted  by  an  honoared  local  preacher, 
who  rejoices  in  the  name  of  John  Wesley.  The  charch  is 
under  the  charge  of  the  Lyttelton  minister. 


Skrtch  ok  Firht  Church,  St.  David  Street. 

The  Death  Roll 

is  somewhat  lengthy.  Foremost  thereon  is  the  name  of 
Mr.  William  Reed,  one  of  the  earliest  arrivals,  and 
Sunday-school  Superintendent;  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  an 
Irish  local  preacher ;  Mr.  Thomas  Bradley,  leader  of 
the  choir  for  many  years,  an  excellent  Bible  class  teacher 
and  a  devout  hearer ;  Thomas  Faull,  a  Cornidh  local 
preacher,  with  all  the  fire  of  that  county ;  and  Mr.  Lanyon, 
a  diligent  Trustoe.  Sister  Wishart  suffered  for  many  years 
and  died  in  great  peace.  Mr.  M.  Allan,  the  first  Circuit 
Steward,  most  thoughful  and  carnast,  has  just  passed  to  his 
reward,  and  Mr.  J.  Wilford  Smith,  who  was  ciiiefly 
instrumental  in  securing  the  organ  for  the  Church,  also 
died  there. 

Numerical  5trens:th. 

There  are  in  the  Circuit  two  churches,  five  class  leaders 
and  eighty-seven  members.  The  Sunday-school  has  twenty 
teachei's  and  225  scholars.  There  are  560  att^mdants  on 
public  worship.  The  Rev.  D.  McNicoU,  the  minister,  beai-s 
an  honoured  name  in  Methodism,  his  grandfather  having 
been    a  prominent  member    of  the   British    Conference, 


Lyttilton  Ohubcb  in  1870. 

Mr.  McNicoll  is  independent  in  thought,  and  blest  with 
the  gift  of  humour.  He  has  occupied  circuits  in  all  the 
districts  of  the  Colony,  and  was  elected  President  of  the 
Conference  in  1894.    In  Messrs.  W.  and  J.  S.  Olliver, 


J.  and  S.  R.  Webb,  C.  W.  Chambers,  Pitcaithly,  Early, 
Brown,  Mesdames  Kenner,  Smith,  and  others,  the  Circuit 
has  a  willing  and  devoted  band  of  workers.  Many  are  old 
residents,  Mr.  Chambers  having  lived  there  forty-two  years. 


Prksent  Church  and  School,  Lyttelton. 

SPRINQSTON 
is  essentially  a  village  Circuit.  When  the  first  church  was 
built,  there  were  not  a  dozen  houses  in  what  has  since 
become  the  central  place  and  headquarters.  Even  now, 
though  there  are  nine  churches  and  one  preaching  place, 
there  is  not  in  the  whole  area  a  settlement  which  pretends 
to  be  a  town.  It  affords  a  splendid  instance  of  the  growth 
of  the  Church,  and  the  way  in  which  Methodism  adapts 
itself  to  scattered  villages,  and  provides  for  them  the 
ordinances  of  religion.  It  shows,  too,  how  a  few  earnest 
and  godly  men  may  affect  and  influence  for  good  a  whole 
country  side,  and  its  history  of  thirty-six  years  is  filled  with 
incidents  which  illustrate  the  power  of  the  Gospel. 


The  First  Service. 

About  the  beginning  of  1864  three  earnest  Methodists — 
Messrs.  J.  Silvester,  Wilson  Taylor,  and  W.  Lawry,  who 
for  a  time  had  lived  at  Lincoln  Road — bought  sections  on 
what  had  been  part  of  the  Springs  Station.  On  settling 
on  their  new  purchase,  they  found  Mr.  J.  Roberts,  also  a 


Lyttilton  Pabsonaoi. 


Methodist,  had  purchased  the  central  part  and  homestead. 
He  at  once  offered  the  uso  of  a  large  room  in  which 
previously  Church  of  England  services  had  been  held,  and 
there  in  April  of  that  year  a  preaching  station  was  opened, 
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Mr,  E.  a.  Earf.y,  Lvtteltox. 
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TfiK  Latk  Mr.  W.  Reep,  Lyttklto!?. 
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TiiK  Latk  Mr.  T.  Faim.l,  Lytteltox. 
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TuK  Lath  Mb.  T.  Bhaolky,  Lyttjclton. 


The  Late  Mr.  T.  Lakton,  Lttteltoi. 
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placed  on  the  Christchurch  **  Plan.*'  An  evening 
e  was  held  in  Mr.  Jjawry's  house,  and  a  class  meeting 
iahed.  Both  were  well  attended,  and  for  two  years 
irly  maintained.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  house 
oo  small  to  accommodate  the  hearers,  and  a  church 
irojected.  On  January  1st,  1866,  a  tea  meeting  was 
to  raise  funds,  and  about  £12  obtained. 


A  Disappointment  Over- ruled  for  Qood. 

B  site  chosen  was  at  the  corner  of  Shand*s  track,  about 
Lo  and  a  quarter  nearer  Lincoln  than  the  present 
gston  Church.  A  verbal  agreement  was  made  to 
lase  an  acre  there,  but  when  the  time  came  to  execut*) 
•onveyance,  the  vendor  declined  to  proceed  further. 
r.  Gammack  immediately 
d  to  give  the  present  site, 
rat  of  his  many  benefac- 
to  the  Church.  This  was 
fully  accepted,  and  the 
church  shown  in  our 
ration  was  erected,  and  set 

for  Divine  worship  on 
29th,  18GG,  by  the  Rev. 
uddle.  At  the  meeting 
La  wry  proposed  that  it 
d  be  called  *'  Spriiigston," 
^hich  name  both  church 
ettlement  have  since  been 
n.  Great  thankfulness 
Felt  by  the  worshippers  at 
ning  a  sanctuary  of  their 
and,  not  content  *'  to  eat 
morsel  alone,"  they  went 

into  the  surrounding 
lets,  and  put  such  energy 
their  work  that  within  two 
1  from  that  time  seven 
jhes  were  built.  The 
try  was  prosperous,  and 
people  well-to-do.  They 
inded  liberally  to  the  pro- 
s  made  for  extension,  but 
roads  were  anything  but 
or  table.      Mr.   La  wry    re- 

that  to  reach  Meadow 
c,  where  Mr.  T.  Overton 
,    and    where   service  was 

they  had  to  proceed  first 
irnham,  and  then  along  the 
yn  River,  making  a  journey 
n  miles,  although  it  was  only  five  miles  in  a  direct 
Undeterred  by  these  and  other  difliculties,  the 
ces  were  maintained. 


present  church  was  built  at  a  cost  of  £800,  £650  of  this 
being  raised  at  the  time.  A  hundred  pounds  came  from  a 
bazaar  in  1876,  and  the  balance  was  paid  five  years  later. 
In  187'i  Mr.  Gammack  presented  another  acre  of  land,  and 
the  attractive  two-storied  parsonage  was  built  and  furnished 
at  an  outlay  of  £700.  Of  this  £200  were  raised  by 
subscriptions,  the  balance  borrowed  from  the  Building 
Society,  and  in  1880  the  whole  was  paid.  After  some 
years  the  parsonage  was  enlarged,  and  more  land  given  by 
the  same  donor  for  a  glebe.  The  old  church,  which  had 
been  attached  to  the  new  building  as  a  school,  was 
enlarged  in  1890  at  a  cost  of  £144,  of  which  Mr.  Gammack 
contributed  one  half.  By  this  the  premises  were  made 
complete,  and  there  are  few  country  churches  which  have 
such    excellent    accommodation.      The    Church    has    had 

steady  workers,  Messrs.  W. 
La  wry.  Wills,  Silvester,  and 
their  families  having  been 
associated  with  it  fiom  the 
beginning.  Mr.  Kime  was  for 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century  the 
Sunday-school  Superintendent, 
and  the  late  Mr.  Wilson 
Taylor  served  for  an  equally 
long  period  as  leader  of  the 
choir.  Nor  must  the  services 
of  Miss  La  wry  (daughter  of 
Mr.  F.  Lawry),  as  organist  be 
forgotten.  Completely  blind, 
she  has  a  genius  for  music,  and 
her  playing  was  a  great  delight. 
Mr.  Gammack's  interest  in  the 
the  church  never  ceased,  and 
on  his  unexpected  death  about 
two  years  since,  he  left  a 
legacy  of  £100,  which  has  been 
spent  in  improving  the  building. 


Rkv.  D.  McNicoll 


Steady  Developement 

seen  in  Springston  itself.  Although  the  population 
sparse,  the  people  came  from  far  and  near,  and  the 
stmas  Day  gatherings  were  remarkable.  Two  years 
a  minister  was  settled,  and  twelve  months  afterwards 
H^ame  the  head  of  a  Circuit.  The  second  minister 
in  ted — the  Rev.  W.  Koall — was  a  man  of  great  energy, 
a  thorough  believer  in  connexionalism.  He  looked 
.  the  Circuit  as  a  unit,  and  impressed  the  same  idea 
his  co-workers.     In  the  last  year  of  hiu  term   the 


TAl    TAPU 

is  equally  important  with 
Springston,  and  has  had  a 
similarly  prosperous  history. 
The  first  services  there  were 
conducted  by  Mr.  Silvester,  a 
local  preacher,  in  the  house  of 
IVIr.  Barnett,  senior.  A  few 
years  later  a  section  was 
acquired,  and  a  small  church 
built.  In  1 874  this  was  enlarged 
to  nearly  double  the  size,  at  an 
outlay  of  £80.  In  December,  1881,  the  foundation  stone 
of  a  larger  and  more  ornate  structure  was  laid  by  the 
Rev.  James  BuUer.  It  wjis  intended  to  seat  200  persons, 
and  the  estimated  cost  was  £500.  Actually  it  was  fifty 
per  cent,  more,  and  of  this  amount  €450  was  raised.  In 
1884  the  debt  was  reduced  by  £120,  and  shortly  after  the 
balance  was  paid.  It  was  dedicated  with  great  rejoicing 
in  1882  by  the  Rev.  E.  Best.  In  1891  the  Sunday-school 
was  enlarged,  making  provision  for  100  additional  scholars. 
The  cost  was  £145,  and  a  debt  of  £50  was  discharged 
through  the  Loan  Fund.  The  land  around  Tai  Tapu  is 
unusually  rich.  The  settlers  are  exceptionally  well-to-do, 
and  the  horses  and  equipages  to  be  seen  as  the  congregation 
gathers  show  the  prosperity.  Mr.  H.  W.  Peryman,  a 
former  South  Australian  Methodist,  has  been  a  pillar  of 
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the  Church  there  from  the  outset.  With  Messrs.  Herrick, 
Morgan,  Dulieu,  Sinclair,  Barnett,  H.  E.  Peryman,  and 
Tanner,  there  is  a  band  of  oHice-bearers  capable  of 
carrying  out  almost  anything  they  may  determine. 


time  declined,  but  within  the  last  two  or  three  years  there 
are  evidences  of  deeper  interest  and  returning  prosperity. 

At   Jjroarlfield,  four  and  a  half  miles  from  Springslun, 
Messrs.  Ward,  Early,  Mrs.  Aitken,  and  others  were  among  {\w 


The  Latk  Mr.  .M.  Allan.  Mks.  Allan. 

The  Third  Centre 

of  the  original  circuit  is  Weodons,  formerly  known  as 
Rollaston.  The  land  there  is  not  so  fertile  as  Tai  Tapu, 
and  was  taken  up  in  small  sections.  In  18GG  the  name 
first  appears  on  the  Christchurch  Plan.  About  thirty  years 
since,  the  late  Mr.  Dellow,  senr.,  and  a  few  other  earnest 
Methodists  were  settled  in  the  neighbourhood.  They  met 
for  prayer  and  fellowship,  and  encouraged  each  other  in 
God's  service.  In  1872  the  Hon.  J.  T.  Peacock  gave  an 
acre  of  land  as  a  church  site,  and  a  plain,  unlined  building, 
to  seat  100  persons  was  erected.  It  was  afterwards  lined, 
reseated,  and  made  more  comfortable.  In  1890  it  was 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  a  transept,  at  a  cost  of  CI 41. 
One  hundred  pounds  of  this  were  obtained  by  subscriptions, 
and  the  remainder  by  a  bazaar,  so  that  the  enlarged 
building  was  opened  free  of  debt.  It  is  now  well  filled 
with  an  attentive  congregation,  in  which  are  a  large 
number  of  young  people. 


First  Sprincjston  CnL-RCH. 

earliest  settlers.  It  was  thought  desirable  to  have  a  church 
in  their  midst,  where  a  Sunday-school  might  be  conducted 
and  an  afternoon  preaching  service.  A  site  was  obtain*^! 
from  Mr.  Hodgson,  and  a  neat  church  built  in  187.3  to  seal 
eighty  persons.  For  some  years  its  anniversary  was  heW 
on  (Jood  Friday,  and  afforded  a  pleasant  "outing  to 
Christchurch  Metho<lists.  The  congregation  there  owed 
much  of  its  prosperity  to  Mr.  Cotton,  who  was  the 
day-school  teacher,  and  whose  decease  in  the  prime  of  life 
was  very  much  regretted.  The  church  was  enlarge<l  in 
1881,  at  a  cost  of  4' 170,  and  profitable  servicCvS  are  still  held 
there. 

Tai  Tapu's  *'  Chapel  of  p]ase  "  is  at  Green  Park,  two 
miles  distant,  where  an  excellent  church  was  built  in  1873. 
It  cost  £245,   and  a  debt  of  £100  was  soon   afterwanis 


Three  Smaller  Churches 

are  associated  with  the  tliree  named  above,  each  owning 
special  allegiance  to  the  one  to  which  it  is  nearest.  In 
1869  there  were  several  Methodists  in  West  Melton,  among 
them  Messrs.  Sheppard,  Trickett,  and  others.     Half  an  acre 

I 


LVTTELTON  CHURCH  OFFICE-BEARERS. 
Mr.  W.  Olliver.       Mr.  J.  S.  Olliveb.       Mr.  C.  W.  Chamhkus. 

of  land  was  obtained,  and  a  small  church  built.      For  some 

fears  it  was  noticeable  for  its  excellent  musical  service*,  a 

small  orchestra  leading  the  service  of  praise  w\t\\  ^tviat 

effect     Owing  to  the  removal  of  members,  the  caua©  tor  bc 


Ma^^, 

.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Presknt  Si'Ringston  CHrRcn. 

discharged.  The  late  Mr.  J.  Carter  and  Mr.  J.  McDonald 
were  prominent  among  the  first  promotei*s,  and  the  ivo 
\^tU!\\   with  Mr.    Dulieu,   junior,    and    Messrs.    Braraloy. 
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A  Plourishins:  Circuit. 

Formed  in  1869  by  division  from  the  Christchurch 
Circuit,  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Oliver,  then  in  his  probation,  was 
placed  in  charge.  Stories  are  still  current  in  the  district 
of  the  way  in  which  he  burned  the  midnight  oil.     The  only 

complaint  made 
against  him  was  a 
very  unusual  one — 
namelyi  that  his 
sermons  were  too 
short.  So  rapidly 
did  the  Circuit  grow, 
that  six  years  after- 
wards   Tjeeaton   was 


soparattzd  tfiere- 
from.  Onkmvirif^^ 
Chr  i  K  te  hurch 
half-a-duzf  n  local 
preacliers  fron> 
the  City  agreid 
to  help  t  h  e 
Springston  Cir- 
cuit by  continu- 
ing to  take 
services   therein, 

and  for  a  generation,  at  consid(»ral)le  cost  and  inconvonienco 
to  themselves,  hut  with  great  advantage  to  the  Circuit, 
they  have  fulfilled  their  promises.  After  twenty  yoavn  the 
Circuit  was  able  to  boast  of  six  churches  and  a  comfortable 
parsonage,  and  that  on  all  these  properties  there  was  not  a 
single  penny  of  debt.  They  still  remain  in  tlie  same 
enviable  condition.  A  large  staff  of  preachers  has  always 
been  necessary,  and  young  men  have  been  encouraged  to 


TWO  VETERAN  LOCAL  PREACHEHS. 
Mr.  U.  Wills.     Mr.  G.  Sit.vkstfr. 


Tai  Tapu  Chi'rcii  and  School. 

exercise  their  gifts  in  this  direction.  The  result  is  that  no 
less  than  five  candidates  have  been  sent  into  the  ministry — 
Messrs.  S.  Lawry,  Wills,  Dellow,  Peryman,  and  Sinclair. 
The  Circuit  has  enjoyed  some  wonderful  revivals.  At 
Springston,  during  Mr.  Cannell's  term,  services  were  held 


for  a  whole  week  three  timas  every  day.  Many  were 
convinced  of  sin,  and  sought  and  obtained  pardon.  To  at 
least  one,  conviction  came  when  he  was  about  his  ordinary 
employment,  and,  bowing  before  God,  he  received  the 
blessing.  At  Tai  Tapu,  during  Mr.  Garlick's  superintendency, 
about  forty  persons  were  converted,  and  in  connection  with 
Weedons,  successful  special  services  were  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  C.  C.  Harrison  in  1893. 

Tliree  Honoured  Local   Preachers, 

whose  portraits  we  are  glad  to  present,  have  had  much  to 
do  with  the  growth  and  consolidation  of  the  Church. 
Mr.  W.  Lawry,  a  Cornishman  by  birth,  and  a  Methodist 
by  training,  as  well  as  choice,  came  from  Bodmin  Circuit  to 
New  Zealand  in  18G2.  Ever  since  1864  he  has  resided  at 
Springston.  He  became  a  local  preacher  in  1847,  and 
continucnl  to  give  unstinted  and  devoted  service  for  fifty 
years.     As  Circuit  Steward  and  representative  at  District 


Sprinc;st()X  Parson ACiK. 

Synods  and  Conference,  his  public  life  has  been  identified 
with  the  Circuit,  and  now  over  four  score  he  watches  its 
progress  with  unabated  interest.  ]{.  Wills,  brought  up 
among  tlie  Primitive  Methodists,  retains  not  a  little  of  the 
fire  of  early  days.  His  plain  and  earnest  exhortations  have 
been  greatly  blessed  through  a  similar  term  to  Mr.  Lawry's. 
His  private  visitations  to  the  sick,  and  those  under  spiritual 
distress,  have  also  been  owned  of  God  in  a  remarkable 
manner.  He  continued  to  preach  until  he  became  almost 
totally  blind.  Now,  in  old  age,  he  resides  with  a  son  at 
Ijeeston,  but  his  name  is  associated  with  the  Springston 
Circuit.  Mr.  G.  Silvester,  another  local  preacher  of  humble 
birth  and  limited  education,  is  one  of  whom  any  Church 
might  be  proud.  Gentle  and  unassuming  in  manner,  quiet 
in  delivery  but  intensely  earnest,  he  gains  the  respect  of  all 
his  hearers.  In  all  these  cases  it  is  pleasant  to  know  that 
the  children  are  treacling  in  the  footsteps  of  their  fathers. 

The  Latest  Accessions 

to  the  Circuit  are  the  churches  at  Templeton,  Prebbleton, 
and  Halswell,  which,  on  the  accomplishment  of  Methodist 
Union,  were  placed  under  its  charge.  Prebble  Town,  as  it 
was  then  called,  was  recognised  as  a  preaching  place  of  the 
Canterbury  Circuit  in  186*2,  but  after  some  years 
discontinued.  About  ten  years  since,  the  Bible  Chriatlaue. 
took  up  tU^  ^qtVv  ^feIev^^  ^\A  ^'ww^  <iSNax^^'*».^>5s^^^ 
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Mr.  W.  Lawrv. 


At  Templeton,  the  late  Mr.  Chapman,  a  Linconshire 
local  preacher,  resided  for  some  years  after  his  arrival  in 
the  Colony.  He  commenced  services,  and  from  1866 
onwards  these  were  regularly  conducted  by  the  Christchurch 

preachers.  After  a 
time  they  also  were 
suspended,  and  no 
Methodist  services 
were  held  until  the 
Bible  Christians  made 
a  fresh  start.  Their 
work  prospered  so 
much  that  not  only 
were  they  enabled  to 
erect  a  church,  but 
also  the  parsonage 
shown  in  our  illustra- 
tion on  page  328. 

A  small  church  was 
built  on  the  Lincoln 
lload  in  connection 
with  theChristchurch 
Circuit  in  the  early 
sixties.  The  late 
Messrs.  D.  Lewis, 
W.  Taylor,  and  Mr. 
Silvester  were  among 
its  promoters,  while 
Mr.  L  a  w  r  y  was 
also  a  worshipper  there.  The  latter  relates  that  at  an 
anniversary  Mr.  Silvester  expressed  great  concern  at  the 
debt  of  £'26  which  was  owing,  upon  which  Mr.  D.  Lewis 
rose  and  quietly  said,  ''  Scratch  it  out,"  thus  changing  the 
speaker's  gloom  into  exultation.  Most  of  the  adherents 
having  removed,  this  church  was  closed  about  1877.  With 
the  proceeds  a  site  was  purcluised  at  Halswell  two  or  three 
years  later,  and  given  over  to  the  Christchurch  South 
Circuit.  As  that  Circuit  took  no  steps  to  build,  the  Bible 
Christians  erected  a  small  church  about  a  dozen  years  since. 
Last  year  this  was  removed  to  a  better  site,  without 
increasing  the  debt.  At  Rabbit  Island,  a  new  settlement, 
services  are  held  in  the  public  school. 

Orderly  Arranj^ement. 

In  the   working  of   the  ten  places,  which  stretch  from 

four-and-a-half  miles  to 
fourteen  miles  distance 
from  Springston,  and  in 
which  over  a  dozen 
services  are  held  every 
Ix)rd's  Day,  consider- 
able arrangement  is 
necessary,  and  making 
the  plan  of  appoint- 
ments is  not  always  an 
ea.sy  task.  The  two 
ministers  are  aided  by 
eleven  local  preachers, 
and  the  circuit  still 
draws  supplies  from 
Christchurch.  There  is 
a  total  membership  of 
238,  but  no  class  leaders 
are  reported.  In  the 
six  Sunday  schools 
there  are    thirty-eight 


teachers,  with  290  scholars  and  1025  adherents. 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Fee,  the  present  Superintendent,  was 
born  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  nearly  fifty  years  since,  and 
converted  at  the  time  of  the  great  revival  in  that  country. 
On  coming  to  New  Zealand  he  followed  the  profession  of  a 
teacher,  and  was  second  master  in  the  St.  Alban's  school, 
until  sent  out  by  that  Circuit  as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry. 
After  a  year's  residence  at  college  he  was  called  out  to  supply 
the  Nelson  Circuit,  and  has  since  laboured  in  the  Wanganui, 
Otago,  and  Canterbury  Districts,  and  at  Blenheim.  In 
Waitara  and  Rangitikei  he  saw  a  considerable  number  of 
conversions  in  connection  with  the  ordinary  services.  He 
was  the  first  minister  in  Australasia  to  be  legally  appointed 
to  a  circuit  for  five  years.  He  has  all  the  fluency  and  wit 
of  his  countrymen,  is  an  earnest  preacher,  and  a  strons; 
temperance  advocate. 

His  colleague,  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Lochore,  began  to  preach 
in  Mornington,  and  after  his  student  course  was  sent  to 
Riverton,  where  he  spent  two  years.  During  the 
Rev.W.CannelFs 
trip  to  England 
he  supplied  the 
Opunake  Circuit, 
and  has  now  com- 
pleted his  second 
year  at  Temple- 
ton.  Thoughtful, 
and  quietly  fer- 
vent as  a  preacher, 
he  gains  the  afflic- 
tion of  his  people 
by  diligent  pas- 
toral work  and 
prompt  attention 
to  all  the  services. 


LEESTON 
CIRCUIT. 

Ijeoston  Circuit 
is  the  child  of 
Springston,  and 
in  its  early  days 
owed  much  to  the 
mother  Church.  Rkv.  t.  Fee. 
As    a   Circuit  it 

is  also  indebted  to  the  generous  l^^lp  of  the  Home  Mission 
Committee,  which,  by  considerable  grants,  first  made  the 
appointment  of  a  Minister  possible.  It  affords  a  singular 
instance  of  the  outer  portions  of  a  Circuit  taking  precedence 
of  the  centre  in  point  of  time. 


Late  Mk.  W.  Taylor,  Springmon. 


Three  Country  Churches 

were  erected  l)efore  a  beginning  was  made  in  I..eeston 
itself.  In  the  early  sixties  the  late  Mr.  T.  Overton,  a 
Lincolnshire  Methodist,  who  had  formerly  been  a  resident  in 
South  Australia,  and  afterwards  in  the  Auckland  Province, 
settled  with  his  family  at  Meadow  Bank,  on  the  southern 
side  of  the  Selwyn  River.  The  Rev.  T.  R.  Fisher  also 
bought  land  in  that  locality,  as  did  the  Frankishes,  another 
Methodist  family,  and  otliers.  Services  were  at  once 
commenced,  and  Meadow  Bank  was  the  preacher's  home. 
Presently,  on  an  acre  site  given  by  Mr.  Fisher,  a  small 
church  was  built,  and  Irwell  for  a  generation  has  had  a 
most  attentive  congregation.     The  land  there  is  of  excellent 
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quality,  was  held  m  good-tdzed  farms,  and  the  residents 
were  prosperous.  They  believed  aIso  ia  making  the  church 
comfortable  and  convenient.  In  i88tT,  JBIOO  was  spent  in 
improving  the  appearance,  and  in  the  following  year 
somewhat  elaborate  shelter  sheds  for  horses  were  put  up  at 
a  similar  cost.  Mr.  H.  Overton  was  the  main  mover  in 
these  improvements,  but  he  was  loyally  helped  by  the 
ChamWrlains,  Goldsmiths,  Coes,  Davis',  Heslops,  Hill,  and 
others.  Mr.  Overton  has  since  removed,  but  Mr.  Wright 
takes  his  place,  and  evinces  an  eijual  interest  in  the 
Church's  prosptaity.  The  congregation  is  noticeable  for 
its  loyal  support  of  Home  Missions, 

5outhbrids:e. 

Near  what  is  now  the  Selwyn  Cemetery,  but  which  was 
then  known  as  Northl)rid«^'e,  a  number  of  ]\Iethodist  settlers 
purchased    land    in    the    early    days,    Messrs.    Waby     and 


of  starting  the  first  Methodist  services.  Full  of  zeal,  he 
invited  the  neighbours  to  meet  for  Scripture  reading  and 
prayer.  Profitable  gatherings  were  held,  and  his  sitting-room 
became  too  small.  The  meetings  were  then  transferred  to 
the  district  school,  which  was  known  as  South  Selwyn,  and 
in  IHGJ^  it  was  placed  on  the  Christchurch  plan, 
]\Ir.  J.  Thompson  conducting  the  fii-st  service  there.  It  was 
well  attended,  and  the  necessity  for  a  church  soon  became 
apparent.  Mr.  Brooks,  from  whom  the  township  receives 
its  name,  gave  a  suitable  site.  Plans  of  a  nrat  building  to 
seat  1 20  persons  were  prepared  by  Mr.  Glyde,  and  successful 
opening  services  were  conducted  on  February  20,  1870,  by 
the  late  Rev.  T.  Buddie.  It  cost  about  £200.  The  friends 
had  given  freely,  and  no  appeal  was  made  to  the  public,  ibe 
whole  cost  b(Mng  raised  by  the  settlers  themselves.  The 
church  is  said  to  have  been  an  ornament  to  the  district. 
Mr.  Kllman  wjis  also  appointed  class  leader,  and  among  the 
first  memlwrs  were  Messrs.  Witliell,  Moor,  Watson,  Brooks, 


SHRIN(i.ST(K\    ClKCriT    Qr.VRTKRI.V    MkKTI.NCJ. 
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R.  vs.  J.  .\.  I.ucljorc,  T.  Vi-r.  M.  s.r-.  J.  Watson.  W.  McMt  ckan.  R.  Karly.  J.  Sinclair. 


J.  Barnett  l^eing  among  the  leaders.  A  small  church  was 
put  up  there,  and  services  regularly  conducted  from 
Springston.  Two  or  three  years  later  the  township  was 
laid  off,  to  which  the  name  of  Southbridgc  was  given,  and 
the  Church  removed  thither,  the  re-opening  services  being 
conducted  by  the  Kev.  .1,  Buller  in  November,  1X75. 
There  has  not  been  much  growth  in  the  township,  but  there 
is  still  an  attached  memlMTship  in  the  Church,  and  a  fair 
congregation. 

Brookside, 
the  third  of  these  churches,  is  an  important  centre.  The 
land  around  was  originally  swampy,  but  is  exceedingly 
fertile,  and  Messrs.  C.  and  11.  Wit  hell,  M(K)r,  Watson, 
Taylor,  Frampton,  JBrooks,  and  others  who  were  among  the 
early  settlers,  have  developed  its  resources,  and  now,  after 
a  generation,  r(»ap  the  reward  of  their  early  toil.  To 
Mr.  J.  B.  Ellman,  an  honoured  local  preacher,  who  was 
appointed  as  teacher  of  the  public  school,  belongs  the  honour 


Butterick,  and  U.  W.  St(»wart.  The  Sunday  School  was 
started  on  October  .30,  ISTO,  with  Mr.  C.  Taylor  as 
Superintendent,  and  more  than  one  revival  has  taken  place 
there.  In  IHSO  the  church  was  enlarged,  and  fifty  additional 
sittings  were  provided.  Subseijuently  a  vestry  was  added, 
and  the  original  families,  which  have  grown  and  multiplied, 
still  fill  the  building,  ^lessrs.  Cunnin«,diarn,  Mawson,  and 
others  having  also  united  with  them  in  God's  work.  One 
instance  of  the  wa}*  in  which  the  interests  of  the  church  are 
promt)t(Kl  may  be  cited.  Yc^ars  ago  when  immigrants  were 
arriving  in  Christchurch,  Mrs.  Ritchie  invited  the  families 
at  th(^  Immigrants'  Barracks  to  go  and  hear  the 
Rev.  J.  Huller  in  High  Street.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson, 
with  their  young  children,  accepted  the  invitation.  The 
result  was  tliat  they  became  attached  to  the  Church,  settled 
at  Brookside,  four  of  their  sons  are  now  local  preachers,  and 
all  the  children  are  active  workers  in  different  parts  of  the 
Colony. 
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Leeston. 

The  principal  township  did  not  devolope  quite  so  early. 
The  first  service  there  was  held  by  the  Rev.  R.  Bavin,  in 
the  Courthouse,  and  subsequently  tlie  public  school  was  used 
for  this  purpose.     The  first  church,  a  neat  and  comfortable 

building,  which  now  forms 
an  admirable  Sunday- 
school,  was  built  in  1875 
at  a  cost  of  £380.  Having 
served  its  purpose  for 
fourteen  years,  it  was 
superseded  by  a  larger 
and  more  handsome 
structure.  The  new 
buildingseats  270  persons, 
and  is  one  of  the  hand- 
somest country  churches 
in  the  Province.  It  was 
built  at  a  cost  of  £870 
during  the  superinten- 
dency  of  the  Rev.  J.  A. 
Luxford,  to  whose  energy 
it  is  largely  due.  The 
debt  of  £250,  left  at  the 
timo  of  the  erection,  has 
been  paid  through  the 
Loan  Fund.  The  site, 
which  is  in  the  very  centre 
of  the  town,  is  an  excellent  one,  and  shows  these  buildings 
to  advantage.  Being  centrally  situated,  it  was  resolved, 
when  a  married  minister  wis  appointed,  that  the  parsonage 
also  should  be  erected  in  this  township.  In  1877  a  house 
and  seventeen  acres  of  land,  about  two  miles  from  the 
township,  were  purchased  at  a  cost  of  £1000.  Towards 
this  £300  were  raised  by  subscriptions,  and  £1G0  or  more 
by  a  bazaar.  Six  years  later  this  was  sold  to  advantage, 
and  on  a  site  in  the  township  itself,  given  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Smith, 
the  present  commodious  and  substantial  house  of  ten  rooms 
was  built,  at  an  outlay  of  £650,  the  debt  in  this  case  being 
also  cleared  subsequently  through  the  Loan  Fund. 
Messrs.  J.  Barnett,  R.  Wills,  Osborne,  F.  Overton,  Carson, 
and  their  families  are  among  the  earnest  workers  there. 

Two  Smaller  Churches 

are  also  within  the  circuit  bounds.     At  Taumutu,  in   1885, 
a  church  costing  £300,  and  seating  150  persons,  was  built 

on  a  site  given  by  the 
Maoris.  A  good  Sun- 
day-school is  conducted 
there,  in  which  good 
work  is  done  among 
the  Natives  by  the 
Misses  Overton.  At 
Doyleston  a  Sunday- 
school  had  been  con- 
ducted for  several  years 
by  Mr.  J.  Barnett,  who 
travelled  thither  from 
Ijeeston.  In  1894  a 
site  was  given  by 
Mr.  W.  Collett,  and  a 
Sunday-school  erected 
at  a  cost  of  £H0,  of 
which  one -third  re- 
mained as  a  debt.  At 
The  Late  Mr.  T.  OvKRTDN,  IRWKLL.       Dunsandel,    ten    milas 


distant,  services  are  held  in  the  public  school,  where  a  good 
congregation  is  gathered,  and  Messrs.  Sowden,  Hall,  and 
Lill  are  among  the  leaders. 

The  Circuit  is  thus  a  compact  sphere  of  labour.  In  it 
there  are  194  church  members,  with  900  hearers,  while  in 
the  six  Sunday-schools  thirtyseven  teachers  have  the  charge 
of  240  scholars.  Six  local  preachei*s  aid  the  minister  in  his 
work.  One  of  these  bears  the  formidable  name  of  Te 
Maiharanui  Maopo.     Needless  to  say  he  is  a  Maori. 

The  Circuit  history  dates  from  1875.  Rev.  W.  S.  Harper 
was  the  first  minister,  while  the  circuit  was  then  known  as 
Selwyn.  Excluding  the  probatioi|i^rs  appointed  at  the 
outset,  and  one  other,  each  minister  has  gladly  remained 
for  the  full  term.  The  exception  was  the  Rev.  J.  Armitage, 
who,  al)out  a  month  after  his  appointment,  left  to  attend 
the  General  Conference  at  Adelaide,  and  lost  his  life  in  the 
wreck  of  the  Tararua.  It  was  noted  that  the  last  hymn 
he  gave  out  on  the  Sunday  evening  previous  contained  the 
lines — 

**  My  Sabbath  snns  may  all  have  set, 

My  Sabbath  scenes  be  o'er ; 
The  place  at  least,  where  we  are  met, 
May  know  my  steps  no  more." 

Before  the  week  was  past  his  work  on  earth  was  finished. 

The  present  minis- 
ter, the  Rev.  C. 
Griffin,  is  a  native 
of  the  Midlands, 
having  been  born  at 
Oldbury  in  1851. 
A  member  of  the 
Church  at  eleven, 
and  a  local  preacher 
at  eighteen,  he  came 
out  from  the  Rugby 
Circuit  in  1874. 
Aftv*r  a  three  years' 
term  at  Htadingley 
College,  he  was  sent 
to  the  somewhat 
aristocratic  Circuit 
of  St.  Mary*s,  Bed- 
ford, where  he  spent 
three  happy  years. 
He  arrived  in  New 
Zealand  in  187 9,  and 
for  21  years  has 
done  yeoman  service 
in  the  three  Dis- 
tricts of  the  South 
Island,    and    in   the 

Auckland  Province.  He  is  a  quiet  and  thoughtful 
preacher,  and  carefully  attends  to  all  business  matters 
and  arrangements  connected  with  the  administration 
of  his  Circuits.  During  his  ministry  he  has  seen  revivals 
at  Blue  Spur,  Taylorville,  and  Tai  Tapu.  For  a  few  years 
the  Circuit  had  a  second  minister,  and  still  needs  more 
lalK)ur  ;  as,  owing  to  the  paucity  of  local  preachers,  only 
one  service  per  day  can  be  held  at  Leeston  itself. 
Mr.  C.  Hicks,  of  Taumutu  School,  is  not  only  a  diligent 
worker  in  the  Circuit,  but  displays  a  special  interest  in 
Foreign  Missions.  For  several  years  he  has  acted  as  one 
of  the  Foreign  Missionary  Secretaries  of  the  Colony,  and 
by  his  own  efforts  as  well  as  the  reports  in  the  Connexional 
paper,  keeps  the  subject  of  Missions  well  before  New 
Zealand  Methodists. 


Rev.  C.  Griffin. 
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is  a  wide  country  Circuit,  in  which  there  are  enrolled 
seventy-one  members,  and  no  less  than  nine  local  preachers 
assist  the  minister.  There  are  two  Sunday-schools  and  330 
attendants  on  public  worship.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Burton, 
now  in  the  third  year  of  his  probation,  is  in  charge.  His 
parents  are  staunch  Yorkshire  Methodists.  He  is  a  native 
of  the  Colony,  was  converted  in  Master  ton,  and  from  thence 
recommended  to  the  ministry.  Gifted  with  the  power  of 
utterance,  a  diligent  student,  and  frank  and  genial  in 
manner,  he  is  beloved  by  his  people,  and  has  already  seen 
considerable  progress. 


The    First    Services, 

of  whicli  tho  record  has  been  kept,  were  conducted  at 
Shertield  coal-mine  in  1862,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Crump,  and  at 
Kowhai  Bush,  in  1864,  by  other  Christchurch  preachers. 
Shortly  after  Mr.  J.  Jebson,  an  able  local  preacher,  just 
deceased,  settled  at  ShefHeld,  and  services  were  conducted 
in  his  house.  Mr.  Crump  also  visited  Russell's  Flat,  and 
preached  in  the  homes  of  Messrs.  Proctor  and  Sears.  A 
class  meeting  was  then  formed  there,  under  the  leadership  of 


Kaiapoi  Chubch  and  Parsonaok. 

the  late  Mr.  J.  Mann.  All  this  was  in  connection  with  the 
Christchurch  Circuit.  Comparatively,  however,  little  was 
done  by  the  Wesleyans,  and  after  a  time  a  Free  Methodist 
Church  was  built  at  Sheffield,  while  some  years  later 
Primitive  Methodist  Churches  were  organised  at 
Waddington  and  Greendale. 


Of  Four  Churches 

now  occupied,  two  were  purchased,  and  the  other  two  built. 
At  Sheffield  two  church  sites  were  purchased,  partly  by 
help  from  tho  Home  Mission  Fund.  In  1886  a  church 
which  had  belonged  to  the  Canterbury  Baptist  Association 
was  purchased  for  £50,  as  their  adherents  had  removed. 
Mr.  J.  Heigh  way,  now  of  Hastings,  Mr.  Lilly,  and  others 
worked  hard  in  connection  therewith,  but  for  some  years  it 
was  only  a  struggling  cause.  Of  late  it  has  greatly  improved, 
and  in  1899  the  church  was  enlarged  at  a  cost  of  £57, 
Mr.  Hawke  and  others  actively  promoting 


Darfield 

is  the  centre  of  the  district,  and  the  place  of  the  minister's 
residence.  Services- were  commenced  there  by  Mr.  Harker, 
in  the  house  of  Mr.  Veats,  in  1882.  Mr.  Ward,  an  old 
member  from  Broadfield,  lent  valuable  help,  and  a  site  was 


Kaiapoi  Sunday-school. 

secured  in  1884.  In  1890  a  small  church  was  bought  from 
the  Baptists  at  York  Town,  and  removed  thither,  at  a  cost 
of  £50.  Two  years  since  this  building  was  greatly  improved, 
decorated,  and  a  new  organ  purchased  through  the  eflforts 
of  Messrs.  Bowles  and  Long.  Recently  a  vestry  has  been 
added  at  a  cost  of  £30,  and  a  shelter  shed  for  horses  is  now 
being  erected.  A  Sunday-school  is  also  in  active  operation, 
under  the  efficient  direction  of  Mr.  D.  Patchett. 

At  Russell's  Flat  a  church  site  was  given  more  than 
twenty  years  since,  but  no  attempt  to  utilise  it  was  made 
for  a  considerable  time.  The  services  begun  by  Mr.  Crump 
were  continued  in  the  houses  of  Messrs.  Yates  and  Rutledge, 
and  subsequently  in  the  public  school.  Under  the  inspiration 
of  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Harrison,  in  1894,  a  neat  church  was 
built,  costing  £HHf  and  tho  small  debt  thereon  has  since 
been  repaid  through  the  Loan  Fund.  The  dedicatory 
services  of  the  church  were  conducted  by  Mrs.  Smalley. 

Kimberley  was  taken  up  by  the  Bible  Christians,  the 
Rev.  J.  G.  Ellis  opening  services  there  in  1888.  Six  years 
afterwards  a  very 
comfortable  church, 
30  by  18  feet,  and 
seating  100  persons, 
was  built  at  a  cost 
of  £150,  of  which 
one-half  remains  as  a 
debt. 


The  Preaching: 
r--  A  Places 
are  South  Malvern, 
where  the  public  school 
is  lent  for  the  purpose; 
Glenroy,  commenced  in 
the  house  of  Mr.  Lee, 
but  for  the  last  seven 
years  conducted  in  the 
publicschool;  and  Glen- 
tunnel,  begun  in  Mr. 
Smith's  house,  but  since 
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truiisfeiied  to  lln;  schoolroom.  At  Woodstock  Mr.  llapley 
commenced  services  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Neil,  a  valued  local 
preacher.  These  also  are  now  held  in  the  schoolroom.  At 
Springfield  fifteen  years  since  there  was  considerable  promise. 


Ohoka  CnrR(  h. 

A  good  con^regaticm  was  gatliored,  and  an  ai^rcemcnt  nuidf 
to  purchase  a  section  with  cottaj^o  tluuvo!!,  which  by  removal 
of  the  partitions  b(jcame  n  place  of  worship.  About  £70  was 
paid  on  account  of  this  property  :  then  most  of  the  adherents 
removed,  and  the  services  were  given  up.  Within  tlu^  last 
three  months  they  have  been  recommenced  in  the  public 
school,  and  a  g(K>d  congregation  is  gath(»r<Ml. 


Ihe  Circuit. 

For  a  few  years  after  the  sef»aration  of  Springston  from 
Christchurch,  services  were  held  occasionally  by  the 
Springston  preachers  atllussell's  Flat,  in  1S8l*  thedistritft 
was  constituted  a  Home  Mission  Station,  Mr.  I>.  Thomas 
being  appointed  the  agent.  H(>  opened  services  ;it 
Springfield,  South  Malvern,  Olentunnel,  and  dlc'iiroy. 
Messi-s.  Harker  and  Ilapley  followed  in  succession,  and  <lid 
good  service  both  in  preaching  and  visiting.  Mr.  Armstrong 
supplied  for  a  short  time  after  ]\Ir.  l^apley's  remr)val. 
Since  1893  it  has  been  a  circuit,  and  eccui»iod  by  a 
probationer.  Arrangements  have  iu>\v  been  made  for  the 
acquisition  of  an  eligible  parsonage  site  at  Darfield.  With 
a  good  house,  good  roads,  and  an  active  minister,  a 
thriving  circuit  may  be  looked  for  in  this  district, 
Messrs.  J.  Thompson  and  D.  Patchett  have  done  excellent 
service  there  as  Circuit  8t(^vvards  for  several  vears. 


KAlAPOl  CIRCUIT 

is  distinguished  for  the  zeal,  liberality,  and  loyalty  of  its 
laymen.  Like  other  j»arts  of  North  Canterbury,  it  was  for 
some  years  worked  from  the  Christchurch  c(»ntre.  Since  it 
took  rank  as  a  separate;  circuit  in  1<S()8,  its  b<»un<laries  have 
again  and  again  been  altered.  I>y  energetic  working  at  the 
outset,  it  became  so  large  and  prospei-ous  that  in  four  years 
a  division  was  necessary.  After  a  s(;rics  of  years  more, 
with  only  one  minister,  it  was  again  expanded  and  a  second 
appointed.  Further  alterations  took  place,  and  once  mon* 
it  b(;came  a  solitary  station.  Since  Methodist  union  its 
area  lias  oiwv  more  been  enlarged,  and  two  num^levH  avvi 


working  there.  Through  all  these  changes  wise  ud 
intelligent  oHice-bearers  have  not  only  accepted  the 
proposals,  but  have  wrought  earnestly  to  raake  themi 
success,  and  given  freely  towaixJs  the  removal  of  financitl 
burdens.  The  result  is  that  to-day  this  is  numerically  li:' 
largest  country  circuit  of  the  Cantcrbur}'  District.  Thm 
are  in  it  seven  churches  and  one  preaching  place,  with3fi 
church  members  and  l.*JOO  hearers.  Nine  local  preachw 
assist  in  the  work  of  proclaiming  the  Ouspel,  and  there  kt^ 
six  class  le'ulers.  The  Sunday-scluM)!  work  is  \-i|[j<iniBsl; 
carried  on,  and  in  the  eight  schools  fifty-four  teachers  h»v* 
under  their  chari-e  50-1  scholars. 


Kaiapoi. 

The  J»orough  of  Kaiapoi  has  a  population  of  1880,  l.ui 
this  is  fringed  by  a  number  of  farms,  so  that  the  ceii^L'' 
({uoted  gives  no  idea  of  its  importance  as  a  centre  hi 
Church  w<uk.  The  town  it^self  has  liceome  much  mAi 
I)rosperous  of  late  years  because  of  t!ie  extenaiu 
works  of  th(^  W(M)llen  Company,  and  the  uuriUt  U 
persons  employed  in  connection  therewith.  In  the  earlier 
years  of  the  Canterbury  settlement  it  was  only  a  village. 
The  lirst  service  was  conducted  at  the  house  of  Mre.  Baker, 
who  is  still  living.  The  preacher  was  the  Rev.  J.  Aldreri. 
On  the  erection  of  the  day  school  services  were  reino\"e«1 
thither.  Mr.  Aldred,  in  his  journal,  says,  in  1S54,  "Th 
Kuro]>e!ui  population  is  small,  but  there  are  aboat  e^htj 
Natives."  Two  years  later  he  reports,  "  several  membm 
but  needs  more  attention."  The  tirst  female  class  meetin;: 
was  conductecl  by  Mrs.  Edmonds  (now  Airs.  Weston),  and 
th(^  following  were  the  members  : — Mesdames  Simpfior. 
Staunt(>n,  TJackhouse,  Ulackburn,  Gri tilths,  Katewell|  Va^r. 
and  (J.  Weston.  !Mr.  T.  Vasey  was  the  loader  of  themenis 
class,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  now  resident  at  Waikuku. 
one  i>f  the  lirst  members.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  in 
the  early  days  [)rayer  meetings  wero  held  on  the  very  sp'i 
now  occupied  by  tlu?  church.  Thci  first  church  was  buil: 
where  the  school  now  stands.  With  its  ccclesiastiiu 
windows,  numerous  spirelets  and  buttresses,  it  was  esteemed 
a  triumi^h  of  architecture.  It  cost  X700,  and  was  openei 
on  Ivi.ster  Sunday,  1<S()0,  by  the  llev.  T.  R.  Fisher.  Thcrv 
was  a  strong  board  of  Trustees,  most  of  whom  have  no» 
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pa.ss(^d  to  their  rest.  Mr.  Isaac  Wilson  was  the  organist, 
and  for  twenty  years  (»Hiciently  discharg(Hl  the  duties  of  that 
ollice.  The  Church  was  chielly  supplied  by  hn-al  preachfi^ 
ivcww  C\^v^^^Vvl\\\^vvU^  ^lessrs.  Hroughton,  Connal,  and  olhera 
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walkiug  there  and  back  in  the  same  day  for  that  purpose. 
Mr.  Garrick,  a  few  years  later,  was  frequently  appointed, 
and  was  always  welcome.  Mr.  Matthew  Hall,  who  resided 
in  Kaiapoi,  was  also  an  able  preacher,  and  often 
supplied  when  the  stated  preacher  failed  to  attend.  During 
California  Taylor's  visit  in  18G5  a  scries  of  revival  services 
were  held,  and  a  large  number  converted.  That  year  the 
Rev.  G.  S.  Harper  opened  his  commission  on  April  16,  and 
at  his  first  service  had  seven  or  eight  converts,  followed  by 
three  others  the  following  night.  Tn  1S67  he  held  the  first 
ZjOvc  Feast  in  the  church,  which  lasted  for  two  hours.  It 
"was  a  hallowed  season,  and  was  followed  in  the  evening  by 
a    service   at    which    others   sought   and    found  salvation. 


organ,  built  in  the  town,  placed  in  the  same.  The  cost 
of  this  undertaking  was  £520,  the  greater  part  of  which 
was  raised  at  the  time.  Mr.  11.  Blakeley,  the  organist,  is 
not  only  a  skilled  musician,  but  a  composer  as  well.  In 
1894  a  further  bazaar  was  held.  This  realised  £280,  and 
the  whole  of  the  debt  then  existing  was  paid  off.  The 
church  now  seats  450.  During  the  past  year  it  has  been 
renovated,  brightened,  and  so  made  attractive  and 
comfortable.  The  pai-sonage  erected  for  Mr.  Richardson 
in  18C8  wjus  a  plain  and  unadorned  structure^built  at  a  cost 
of  £300.  In  1875  considerable  additions  were  made 
thereto,  the  outlay  being  £i^80.  Twelve  years  later  it  was 
further  enlarged,  so  that  it  is  now  a  commodious  dwelling. 


Kaiai'oi  (^rARTKRLV  Mektfnh;. 

I-ront  Row.  -Messrs.  Davis.  Chilton.  Ilayin.ui.  Thome,  Snthtrland.  i?nd  Row.— Messrs.  Siantoii.  Wright.  Parnham.  seiir,.  i:vaii«^.  Rnvs.  J.  Orrhar«i.  C.  Pornr. 
Messrs.  W.  K.  Parnham.  Tairwcaihrr.  Blakriv.  White.  3rd  Row —Messrs.  Holland.  J.  H.  Blackwoll,  Hnr^on.  Glli-i.  Ward.  Herhirt.  Goodman. 
Mortland.  SkivinKton.  4th  Row.— Messrs,.  Broadiey,  Gaarder.  Weston,  Waiters,  O.  Clothier.  Top  Row— Mes^,rs.  Coldtlu)ri»e.  Marshall,  (i.  H.  Blackwcll, 
G.  Cloihi«;r,  Harrison,  liilen. 


There  were  earnest  praying  men  and  women  in  those  days, 
the  class  meetings  were  well  attended,  and  the  spiritual 
stjite  of  the  Church  was  most  gratifying. 

The  Second  Church  and  the  Parsonaj^e. 

During  Mr.  I>unn's  ministry  the  congregation  so  increased 
that  a  larger  church  became  necessary.  Captain  Morgan 
laid  the  foundation  stone  of  the  present  building  in  August, 
1870,  and  six  months  later  it  was  opened  with  great 
success.  It  had  cost  £800,  and  the  greater  portion  of  this 
was  raise<l  at  the  time.  Seven  years  later  a  transept  was 
put  on,  providing  150  additional  sittings,  at  a  cost  of  £370, 
£200  of  which  wei-e  raised  by  a  bazaar.  In  1890  the 
vestry  was  utili.sed  as  an  organ  chamber,  and  a  useful  pipe 


The  Sunday-school  was  started  in  the  very  early  days,  and 
from  the  beginning  until  now,  tlio  hc'st  and  most  cultured 
men  and  women  in  the  congregation  have  devoted 
themselves  to  work  in  this  department.  For  thirteen  years 
the  old  church  served  the  j>urpose  of  a  sehnolrooin.  More 
nio<lern  ideas  of  arrangement  and  leaehiii^'  then  prevaiknl, 
and  the  present  conunodinus  hall  TUft.  by  I  Ift.,  with 
fourteen  class  rooms  and  an  infant  room,  were  built  at  a 
cost  of  £800.  All  this  wiis  raised  without  a  bazaar  or 
special  effort  of  any  kind.  In  1891  further  provision  was 
made  for  the  senior  classes,  at  a  cost  of  £1-0.  The 
Church  has  been  blessed  with  excellent  workers  in  all  its 
branches.     Mr.  G.    H.    Blackwell    wtis  for    many   years  a 
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leader  of  the  choir,  and  in  this  ofHce  has  been  Hucceeded  by 
his  son,  Mr.  J.  H.  Blackwell.  Mr.  G.  Ellen  is  the  energetic 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  Messi-s.  Wilson, 
Parnham,  Coup,  and  others  are  Trustees,  and  rtrH  always 
willing  to  help,  whilst  Messrs.  R.  Evans,  Ijeithead, 
Fairweather,  Ward,  Weston,  Gaarder,  and  others  are  ready 
to  do  their  utmast.  It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  the  sons 
are  now  taking  the  places  of  their  fathers,  and  filling  the 
offices  of  the  Churcli  with  etiiciency. 

Besides  the  central  churcli  there  nvv.  in  the  circuit  six 
others.  As  will  he  seen  l)y  our  illustrations,  thcsi?  are  of  a 
superior  order  of  architecture  to  those  often  seen  in  country 
places. 

Ohoka  and  Swannanoa 

are  situate  to  the  north,  ;it  dist/inces  of  tlnve  an<l  seven 
mile^  respectively.  Tin*  former  place  was  originally  known 
as  MandeviJJe,  and  in  l>^i).")  a  small  church  was  built  there 
at  a  cost  of  i'lOO,  Messrs.  liiadh^y  and  T.  Wilson  being 
among  the  promoters.  Thirteen  years  after  this  wjis 
superseded  by  a  larger  building  seating  1'20  persons,  while 
the  former  is  still  used  as  a  Sunday-school.     Most  of  the 


EVRETOX    ClirR(  M. 

early  settlers  have  removed  from  the  place,  but  otluMs  have 
come  in  their  places,  and  there  is  an  attached  congregation 
which,  with  the  Sunday-school,  has  improved  during  recent 
years.  A  revival  within  the  past  two  years  has  added  to  its 
working  strength. 

Mr.  J,  Evans  l»rown,  who  gave  the  district  its  name,  was 
one  of  the  chief  promotei-s  of  the  Swannanoa  Church, 
Mrs.  Brown  and  lua*  mother.  !Mrs.  Peacock,  senr.,  l>eing  the 
chief  contributors.  The  building  cost  £'250,  and  wtis  fretnl 
from  debt  at  the  first  anniversary.  Tt  wtis  opeiunl  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Buller  in  1^7  \.  Among  the  first  Trustees  were  the 
names  of  Messrs.  Atkinson,  White,  Pi'nwell,  Dawson, 
J.  Thompson,  C.  Overton,  and  J.  Winter,  all  still  knr)wn 
and  honoured.  Tlu*  day  appointed  fr)r  the  first  annivcMsary 
meeting  wiis  om*  of  pouring  rain.  ^lessrs.  I»ull  and 
Fairclough  on  their  way  thither  accosted  Mr.  T.  Sharplin, 
and  suggested  that  it  was  appropriate  for  a  swan,  to  which 
Mr.  Sharplin  (juickly  responded  :  "  Ye.s,  and  Noah."  They 
had  time  for  jokes  in  those  days.  The  first  class  leader 
was  Mr.  ^leredith,  M.H.R.,  then  the  school -master,  who 
was  followed  by  Mr.  J.  Thompscm,  his  successor  in  the 
public  school. 


Eyreton  and  Clarkville 

are  two  country  districts  to  the  west  of  the  circuit  town. 
At  the  former  the  Rev.  J.  Buller  first  held  services  in 
Mr.  C.  Hillyard's  wool  shed.  In  those  far  off  days 
Mr.  Martin  led  the  singing  with  a  concertina.     Aft^rwarls 


Clakkvillk  Cjii'rch. 

he  taught  himself  to  play  the  organ,  and  efficiently 
presided  thereat  for  twent}' yeai-s.  In  1871  a  church  site 
wiis  given  by  the  late  Mr.  M.  Dixon,  and  shortly  after  the 
present  neat  structure,  which  is  a  nuwlel  country  church, 
was  erected.  It  was  opened  in  March,  1875,  by  the 
l{ev,  K.  IJavin.  The  population  of  the  neighbourhood  is 
not  large. 

At  Clarkville  services  were  held  for  several  years  in  the 
district  school rooFU.  Five  years  sim-e  the  building  of  a 
chunh  was  projected.  Prior  to  ^lethodist  union  the  Bible 
Christians  had  built  a  church,  3Gft.  by  21ft.,  in  North 
Kaiaj)oi,  at  a  cost  of  £*2G0,  on  which  there  was  a  debt  of 
£ir)0.  On  union  taking  place,  it  wjis  deemed  inexpedient 
to  continue  services  there,  and  so  the  debt  was  taken  over 
by  the  Circuit  and  the  Clarkville  friends,  and  at  a  cast  of 
^'180  removed  to  a  site  given  by  Mr.  James  Clothier.     The 


Makmilani>  Ciukcu. 

entire  amount  was  raised  at  the  time.  Sunday  evening 
services  are  now  held  there,  and  there  is*  a  giKxl 
Sunday-school.  On  Coutts's  Island  evening  services  are 
held   on   three  Sundays  out  of  the  four. 
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Belfast  and  Marshland 

are  two  churches  which  came  into  the  Circuit  through 
Methodist  Union.  The  township  of  Belfast  owes  its  origin 
and  prosperity  to  the  works  of  the  Canterbury  Meat 
Freezing  Company  erected  there.  About  1883  Wesleyan 
services  were  conducted  by  the  preachers  of  the 
St.  Albans'  Circuit  in  the  house  of  the  then  Manager, 
Mr.  Cresswell.  In  1886  these  were  suspended,  whereupon 
Mr.  Orchard,  as  minister  of  the  Bible  Christian  Church, 
established  a  preaching  station,  and  the  following  year  built 
a  church  on  a  site  given  by  the  Loan  Company.  In  1890, 
owing  to  the  increase  in  the  township  itself,  a  half  acre 
site  was  purchased  there  for  JE120,  and  the  church,  which 
is  very  neat  and  substantial,  was  removed  thereto. 
Mr.  J.  Allender  was  the  first  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  and  did  good  service.  Three  years  later  a 
parsonage  of  five  rooms  was  built,  to  which  additions  were 
made  twelve  months  since.  Unfortunately  a  debt  of  £150 
was  left  on  the  church  and  £250  on  the  parsonage,  which 
has  been  somewhat  of  a  burden.  This  once  cleared,  with 
the  thriving  and  ever-growing  population,  Belfast  should 
become  a  strong  church  centre. 


Rangiora  Church. 

Marshland  is  three  miles  distant,  and  the  church  there 
fronts  what  is  known  as  the  Canal  Reserve  Road.  Bible 
Christian  services  were  started  there  also  by  Mr.  Orchard 
in  1889,  and  during  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  W.  Ready  a 
church  was  built  on  a  site  given  by  Mr.  Goodman.  It  was 
opened  by  the  Revs.  Crewes  and  Ready.  An  effort  is  now 
being  made  to  reduce  the  debt  of  £100  by  one-half. 


The  Circuit 

was  formed  in  1868.  A  year  later  it  had  so  grown  that  a 
second  minister  was  appointed  to  reside  at  Rangiora.  That 
end  so  prospered  under  the  wise  administration  and  energetic 
work  of  Messrs.  Runn  and  Bavin,  that  in  1874  the  area  was 
divided,  Kaiapoi  retaining  only  the  circuit  church,  the 
Island,  Mandeville,  and  East  Eyreton.  Fcr  twelve  years 
one  minister  had  charge  of  these.  In  1886  Woodend  and 
Amberley  were  associated  therewith  with  a  second  minister. 
After  three  years'  trial,  these  places  (with  the  exception  of 
Amberley,  which  had  become  a  Home  Mission  station)  were 
united  to  Rangiora  as  being  more  easily  worked  from  thence. 


On  the  consummation  of  Methodist  Union  in  1896, 
Swannanoa  and  Ohoka  were  transferred  to  Kaiapoi,  and 
with  the^places  held  previously,  and  Belfast  and  Marshland 
added,  made  a  circuit  with  two  married  ministers.  During 
these  thirty- two  years' 
history  six  of  the 
ministers  of  this  cir- 
cuit have  become 
Presidents  cf  the  Con- 
ference, three  of  them 
during  their  residence 
in  Kaiapoi.  Two  of 
the  ministers  also  ably 
served  the  Church  as 
Editors. 

Of  the  Rev.  J. 
Orchard's  career  an 
account  has  been  given 
in  the  story  of  Metho- 
dist union.  The  Rev. 
C.  Porter,  his  col- 
league, who  resides  at 
Belfast,  is  a  native  of 
Ballarat,  where  he 
was  converted  and 
began  to  preach. 
After  serving  as  a 
Home  Missionary,  and 
spending  a  short  time 

at    Queen's    College,     Melbourne,    he    was 
probationer  by   the    Victorian    Conference. 


L 


Rev.  a.  Peters. 


received  as  a 
He  came  to 
New  Zealand  in  1894,  and  spent  two  years  in  Malvern  and 
thre?  in  charge  of  the  St.  Asaph  Street,  Christchurch, 
before  takin'^  up  his  present  appointment.  He  is  thoroughly 
evangelistic  in  spirit,  has  a  good  address,  an  excellent  voice, 
and  should  do  good  service  for  the  Church. 


The  Rcv.   R.  Bavin, 

whose  portrait  we  are  glad  to  present  (page  428),  was 
Supeiiritendent  of  the  Kaiapoi  Circuit  from  1872  to  1874, 
that  is,  in  its  formative  days.  He  was  born  in  Lincolnshire 
5.0  years  ago.  Converted  at  the  age  of  twelve,  he  began  to 
preach  at  sixteen,  and 
after  pursuing  the 
profession  of  a  teacher 
for  some  time,  w;us  re- 
commended as  a  can- 
didate by  the  Spalding 
Circuit  in  1864.  After 
a  course  of  training, 
under  Dr.  Kessen,  in 
London,  he  left  for 
New  Zealand  in  com- 
pany with  the  Rev. 
J.  I>erry,  in  December, 
18G6.  For  twenty-two 
years  he  did  admirable 
service  in  New  Zea- 
land, filling  appoint- 
ments in  Christchurch, 
Timaru,  Kaiapoi, 
Wanganui,  Nelson, 
Wellington  and  Auck- 
land. For  nine  years 
he   was  Chairman  of 


The  Latk 


TilOMPSON. 
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Districts,  twice  served  as  Conference  Secretary,  and  was 
almost  uaauimously  elected  President  in  1883.  Exceedingly 
fervent  in  spirit,  a  wise  administrator,  and  very  genial,  he 
had  great  success  in  all  departments,  and  during  his  term  in 
Wanganui  was  the  honoui'ed  instrument  of  a  revival  in 
which  300  persons  were  convtsrted.  At  his  own  request  he 
removed  to  New  South  Wales  in  1889,  where  he  has 
rendered  equally  valuable  service.  At  present  he  is  the 
competent  and  energetic  Secietary  of  the  Twentieth  Century 
Fund  in  that  Colony,  and  under  his  fervid  advocacy  the 
movement  is  proving  a  great  success. 


THE  RANQIORA  CIRCUIT 

adjoins  Kaiapoi,  is  of  similar  character,  and  the  two  have 
always  b(»en  intimately  connected.  There  are  now  within 
its  bounds  sev(Mi  churches  and  one  preaching  place,  at 
distances  ranging  from  two  miles  to  twelve.  On  the  local 
preachers'  "  Phm  "  are  the  names  of  ten  brethren  who  do 


Church  ministers,  and  had  been  Cbairman  of  ilie  District. 
Ho  is  a  fluent  and  impressive  speaker,  giving  prominence 
to  what  ai-e  known  as  the  vital  doctrines  of  the  Gospel. 
Having  proved  his  powers  as  a  preacher,  he  has  now 
opportunity  to  exercise  his  gift?  as  an  administrator.  He 
also  takes  great  interest  in  the  Temperance  cause.  The 
Kev.  T.  N.  Griflin  is  a  Cumberland  man,  hailing  from  the 
Whitehaven  Circuit.  After  a  term  of  residence  in 
Didsbury  College,  he  came  to  New  Zealand  in  1882.  His 
work  has  l)een  chietly  in  wide  country  circuits,  such  as 
Coromandel,  Paparoa,  Sandon,  and  Hawera.  More  recent 
appointments  were  at  the  Hutt,  Gisborue,  and  Port 
Chalmers.  He  is  an  untiring  toiler,  a  good  preacher,  and 
watches  carefully  the  business  affairs  of  the  Church.  The 
churches  at  Paparoa  Homestead,  Kaponga,  and  Cardiff 
were  erected  during  his  ministry.  After  eighteen  years' 
steady  work  he  is  now  enjoying  a  short  holiday  in 
Enf];land. 


RAXf;iuKA  Circuit  (^uartkrly  Meeting. 

Front  How.— M(ssrs.  J  Allen,  H.  lijirker.  Mi(hile  Row  —Messrs.  A.  Catchpole,  T.  Wilson.  C.  Patenian,  G.  Watson,  J.  Gill.  Mr«>.  1-illy, 
Mr.  J.  Withfis.  Hack  Row.— Messrs.  J.  Chatterton,  G.  Judson.  A.  Topp.  C.  Skevington,  Rev,  A.  Peters,  Messrs.  G.  VVhitesido,  J.  Seed, 
J.  Little,  D.  Graham. 


yeoman  service,  and  there  are  three  class  leaders,  who  aid 
in  the  pastoral  care  of  270  members.  Five  Sunday-schools 
are  in  operation,  with  11  teachers  and  371  scholars,  while 
the  hearers  number  lODl. 

The  present  ministers  are  th(»  Revs.  A.  Peters  and 
T.  N.  Griffin.  The  former  came  to  New  Zealand  in  the 
early  seventies,  and  was  recommended  to  the  ministry  of 
the  United  Methodist  Free  Church  from  Westport.  For 
twenty  years  he  laboured  in  connection  therewith,  at 
Christchurch,  Oxford,  Rangiora,  Wellington,  and  Auckland 
in  succession.  On  union  taking  place,  he  continued  for 
three  year.^  more  in  the  Auckland  (Pitt  Street) 
Circuit  as  second  minister,  and  then  returned  to 
Rangiora,  where  he  had  already  spent  six  years.  He 
wan  one  of  the  most  proininont  of    the  MethodVnt  Yre^i 


The  Early  Days. 

Priority  as  to  the  opening  of  services  and  building  of 
churches  is  claimed  in  this  Circuit  by  Woodond,  Raitliby, 
and  S(juthbrook.  The  first  two  of  these  were  well 
established,  while  still  part  of  the  Christchurch  Circuit. 
At  the  last  named,  services  were  commenced  shortly  after 
the  northern  area  was  divided  therefrom. 


Woodend. 

When    the   settlement   was  first  formed,    the  propriety 

of   this   name    was   apparent,    it    being    at    the    extreme 

end    of   the   native   bush.     About   forty-^wo   years   since, 

Messrs.  Skevington,  senior,  T.  Ayers,  and  W.  Gibbs  went 

\)Afet^  \Ai  ^qyV  ^V  \<:>^  <i.Qi\isXx>\^V.\si\v  ikud  hush-felling.      ThQ 
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tiiree  were  full  of  seal,  oud  after  tlieii*  work  caine  dowu 
ODce  a  week  to  attend  a  prayer  meeting  at  Kaiapoi. 
Boon  afterwards  they  were  joined  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  a 
man  like-minded  with  them»ielves.    Shortly  after  Mr.  Boiler 


Eanqiora  Parsonagr. 


oommeDced  service  at  Woodend,  and  happy  recollections 
are  still  retained  of  the  cneri^r  of  his  discourses.  Preaching 
services  and  a  small  Sunday-school  were  held  for  some  time 
in  the  house  of  Mr.  Ayei*s.  In  1864,  the  first  church,  now 
ifsed  for  Sunday-school  purposes,  was  built  free  from  debt. 
A  few  years  later  the  present  one  was  erected,  and  in 
1877  it  was  enlarged  so  as  to  give  fifty  additional  sittings 
at  a  cost  of  £250,  four-fifihs  of  the  amount  being  subscribed. 
The  services  there  have  always  been  of  a  warm  and  homely 
character.  With  the  brethren  ali*eady  named  were 
associated  Mr.  Atkinson,  senior,  a  man  of  warm  piety  and 
an  earnest  local  preacher.  His  sincerity  and  dependence 
on  God  are  shown  by  the  fact,  credibly  reported,  that  when 
lying  sick  in  hospital  he  always  asked  a  blessing  before 
taking  a  dose  of  medicine.  A  few  years  afterwards 
Mr.  J.  Little,  also  a  local  preacher,  settled  at  Wojdend, 
and  it  has  been  his  home  for  a  generation.  A  little  later 
came  Mr.  Catchpole,  another  local  preacher,  and  with  these 
there  have  been  associated  Messrs.  Stanton,  J  udson.  Finch, 
Pateman,  Orchard  and  others,  who  have  been  indefatigable 
in  the  various  departments  of  work.  Notwithstanding 
his  infirmity  of  deafness,  Mr.  T.  Wilson  has  been  during 
the  whole  period  the  beloved  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday- school.  In  March,  1865,  Mr.  Harper  reports  a 
revival  at  Woodend,  and  notes  that  one  of  the  penitents 
afterwards  became  Superintendent  of  the  Durham  Street 
Sunday-school.  This  Church  is  also  honourably  distinguished 
by  its  interest  in  Foreign  Missions,  for  which  special  efforts 
are  made  yearly.  A  parsonage  site  was  acquired  in  1880, 
and  a  comfortable  cottage  home  for  the  minister  built  nine 
years  afterwards.  It  has  seven  rooms  and  cost  £376. 
Half  of  this  was  raised,  the  balance  advanced  by  the  Loan 
Fund,  and  the  same  repaid  by  special  contributions,  in 
connection  with  the  Jubilee  of  New  Zealand  Methodism. 


Ministers  Deceased. 

Attached  to  the  church  is  a  cemetery,  and  in  this  rests 
the  dust  of  two  of  the  ministers  beside  Uie  people  of  their 
charge.  The  Rev.  H.  Ellis  was  a  native  of  County  Donegal, 
Ireland.  Coming  to  Auckland  early  in  life  he  was  converted 
nndei  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  James  Bnller.  Having  been 
brought  up  in    the    Anglican    Chnrcb,   be    was   offisred 


ordination  therein,  but  declined  this,  and  entering  into 
business,  gave  his  Sundays  to  the  work  of  a  local  preacher. 
He  was  intelligent,  refined,  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
bis  duties.  In  mid  life  he  was  received  as  a  candidate  for 
the  ministry,  but  after  spending  three  years  in  the  itinerancy 
at  Waimate  and  Woodend,  he  died  at  the  latter  place  in 
1879,  leaving  behind  him  a  blessed  memory. 

The  Rev.  John  Dellow  was  born  at  Bromley,  near  London, 
in  1851,  and  came  to  New  Zealand  with  his  parents  when  only 
8  years  of  age.  They  attended  the  services  at  Weedons,  in  the 
Springston  Circuit,  from  the  time  of  their  commencement, 
and  at  that  place  their  son  became,  at  a  very  early  age,  both 
Sunday-school  teacbor  and  class  leader.  Eventually  he 
entered  the  ministry  and  did  good  service  in  the  Wairarapa, 
Whangarei,  Hamilton,  and  Temuka  Circuits,  spending 
two  terms  at  Masterton.  His  gift  of  song  was  remarkable, 
and  he  was  a  faithful  and  hard-working  minister.  After 
a  short  and  painful  illness  he  died,  in  November,  1897,  and 
is  buried  among  the  people  for  whom  his  life  was  given. 


Raithby. 

Early  in  the  sixties  a  few  recently  arrived  immigrants 
took  up  land  in  this  neighbourhood,  among  them 
Messrs.  Pattrick,  A.  Hodgson,  T.  Free,  Philpott,  and 
Howanl.  All  were  earnest  Methodists,  and  soon  determined 
to  have  a  place  of  worship  of  their  own.  Mr.  Pattrick  gave 
the  site,  and  at  his  request  it  was  named  after  Raithby  Hall, 
in  Lincolnshire.  The  memorial  stone  was  laid  by  the 
Rev.  G.  S.  Harper  on  December  12,  1866,  and  on  the 
30th  of  the  same  month  he  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon 
and  says  they  had  "  a  very  enjoyable  time."  The 
anniversaries  for  some  years  afterwards  wer3  made  a 
religious  festival,  lasting  the  greater  part  of  a  week,  and 
people  came  to  them  from  far  and  near.     Preachers  there 


Church  and  Paesonage,  Woodrnd. 

have  always  been  welcomed  with  great  heartiness,  and 
though  many  of  the  pioneers  have  passed  to  their  reward, 
and  others  removed,  a  steady  con^rei^U<4\v^<«^V^cs^^^'^'^=«^ 
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Southbrook. 

Services  were  commenced  in  tliis  township  shortly  after 
Raithby  was  opened.  In  1872,  two  adjoining  sections  of 
land  were  obtained  on  the  main  road,  and  shortly  after  the 
first  church  was  built.     Its  erection,  and  the  subsequent 

prosperity  of  the 
congregation,  owe 
much  to  the  fostering 
care  of  the  Thomp- 
sons, two  families  of 
Irish  Methodists,  who 
settled  there  and 
worked  earnestly  for 
its  success.  In  De- 
cember, 1873,  a 
larger  church  was 
found  necessary,  and 
one  thiit  had  been 
erected  in  Kangiora 
two  years  before  was 
removed  thither,  the 
former  building  being 
placed  at  the  rear, 
and  utilised  for  Sun- 
day-school purposes. 
The  Church  Anniver- 
sary was  celebrated 
on  Good  Friday,  and 
for  many  years  in  succession  large  assemblies  testified  to  its 
popularity.  A  necessary  enlargement  of  the  Sunday-school 
in  1877  cost  .£70.  In  connection  with  Methodist  Union 
in  1896,  the  large  and  commodious  Free  Methodist  Church 
was  removed  from  Victoria  Street,  Rangiora.  At  the 
same  time  the  former  buildings  were  rendered  most 
effective  for  Sunday-school  purposes  by  partitions  being 
erected,  a  number  of  class  rooms  and  an  infant  room  being 
thus  provided,  the  whole  making  a  convenient  suite  of 
premises.  The  cost  was  £175.  Of  this  £100  were  raised, 
and  the  balance  is  being  discharged  through  the  Loan 
Fund.  Messrs.  G.  Watson,  Withers  senior  and  junior, 
Chatterton,  Seed,  Sutcliffe,  and  others  are  active  members 
of  the  congregation,  and  there  is  considerable  activity  and 
steady  effort. 

Ran^^iora  Itself, 

the  head  of  the  Circuit,  came  later.  As  stated  in  our 
account  of  Methodist  Union,  the  Free  Methodists  began 
services  there  in  a  lean-to  in  early  days.  Presently  a  site 
was  purchased  in  Victoria  Street,  and  a  church  erected. 
This  was  superseded  after  a  time  by  a  more  commodious 
and  attractive  looking  building.  A  little  lower  down  the 
same  street,  a  neat  two-storied  parsonage  was  built.  On 
both  of  these  buildings  there  was  a  debt,  and  when 
Methodist  Union  took  place  the  parsonage,  also  the 
church  site  and  the  old  schoolroom,  were  sold,  and  with 
the  proceeds  the  liabilities  were  discharged. 

A  Wesleyan  Church  was  built  about  1871,  not  far  from 

the  present  Railway  Station.     It  was  soon  found   to  be  in 

the  wrong  locality,  and,  as  stated  in  a  previous  paragraph, 

was  removed  to  Southbrook.     On  its  removal,  however,  a 

part  of  the  proceeds  were  set  apart  to  purchase  a  new  and 

more   suitable   site.       The    town    was    then   beginning   to 

grow,  and  was  made  the  head  of  a  Circuit.     The  present 

site  in  King  Street  was  secured,  and  Trinity  Church,  a 

neat  building  to  seat   200  persons,   was  erected.    It  co^t 

X494,    Subscriptions  to  the  auiouut  of  £170  wore  coWected, 


and  a  bazaar  realised  £104.  It  was  opened  in  November, 
1875,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Buller,  the  Rev.  A.  R.  Fitchett 
taking  services  on  the  following  Sunday.  A  debt  of 
£135  was  paid  in  1883.  In  1886  a  schoolroom  was 
erected  at  the  rear  of  the  church,  costing  £150,  two-thirtls 
raised,  and  the  balance  discharged  through  the  Loan 
Fund.  The  school  was  enlarged  in  1892,  at  a  farther 
outlay  of  £95.  On  Union  taking  place  it  became 
necessary  to  enlarge  the  church.  This  was  done  at  a 
cost  of  £150,  half  of  the  cost  being  raised  and  the 
balance  advanced  by  the  Loan  Fund.  Over  fifty  additional 
sittings  were  thus  provided.  In  the  same  street  an  acre 
was  purchased  for  a  parsonage  site,  and  on  this,  in  1877,  a 
two-storied  house  of  eight  rooms  was  built  at  a  cost  of  J6650. 
Two-thirds  of  this  were  raised  at  the  time,  and  the  balance 
paid  by.  special  subscriptions  on  the  Jubilee  of  Methodism 
being  celebrated.  The  Rangiora  Church  now  {x>ssesse6 
excellent  properties  in  good  condition.  Among  the  active 
office-bearers  are  Messrs.  Graham,  Foster,  Ayera,  Hickmotti 
Mardon,  Sloan,  Whiteside,  Bridgett,  Smith,  and  others. 
"  Father  Thompson,"  a  veteran  local  preacher  who  continued 
in  the  work  until  he  was  nearly  ninety  years  of  age,  passed 
to  his  rest  a  few  years  ago,  **  an  old  man  and  full  of  dayi." 


Three  Smaller  Churches 


are  also  to  be  found  in  the  circuit.  Ashley  Bank  was  an 
outpost  of  the  Free  Methodist  congregation  at  Rangion, 
monthly  services  being  initiated  there  in  1876.  Eventually 
a  small  church  was  built  at  a  cost  of  £100,  and  regolir 
services  are  held  there  on  Sunday  afternoons. 

At  Sefton,  after  conducting  services  in  the  public  school 
for  many  years,  a  church  site  was  purchased  for  £25.  By 
this  time  the  population  at  Leithfield  had  declined,  and  a 
church  erected  in  that  place  was  removed  thither  at  a  cost 
of  £'40  in  1886.  In  it  a  congregation  has  since  worshipped 
with  great  comfort. 

Waikuku  is  the  latest  addition.  For  about  thirty  years 
services  were  conducted  in  the  public  school,  and  a  Sunday- 
school  was  also  in  active  operation.     Within  the  last  few 


Oxford  Centbal  Church. 


months  a  church  site  was  given  by  Mr.  C.  Skevington,  senior, 
and  at  a  cost  of  £245  a  church  seating  80  persons  has 
recently  lieen  erected.  It  was  successfully  opened  on 
l^vi\iv\i».v^    ^o,  \^^^,  \i^    \\\«i    Rev.     President     OrchanJ. 
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Two-thinb  of  the  cost  hftve  been  raised,  and  the  rei^indfer 
advanced  by  the  Loan  Fund. 

At  Mount  Orey  Downs  fortnightly  services  are  held  in 
the  schoolroom  and  are  well  attended. 

The  Circait,  like  that  of  Kaiapoi,  has  changed  its 
boundaries  more  than  once.  Established  in  1874,  with 
Mr.  Bull  as  Superintendent,  it  grew  so  rapidly  that  a  second  • 
preacher  was  appointed  the  following  year.  For  six  years 
there  wore  two  ministers,  the  junior  residing  at  Woodend. 
In  1881,  the  Woodend  side  of  the  Circuit  was  made  a 
separate  charge,  and  for  five  years  stood  as  an  independent 
Circuit  For  three  years  afterwards  these  places,  along 
with  Amberloy,  were  attached  to  Kaiapoi,  the  minister 
residing  in  the  Amberley  township.  Then,  for  seven  years 
more,  Woodend  and  Amberley  was  the  name  of  the 
Circuit,  but  on  Methodist  Union  taking  place  four  years 
since,  the  Kangiora  U.M.F.  Church  and  Ashley  Bank 
became  a  part  of  the  Circuit.  Swannanoa  and  Ohoka 
were  transferred  to  Kaiapoi.  Horrelville  was  associated 
with  Oxford,  and  Amberley,  with  Waikari  attached, 
became  a  Home  Mission  Station  once  more.     The  town  of 


it  was  decided  that  Oxford  should  still  remain  the  head  of 
a  Circuit.  Shortly  after,  the  West  Oxford  Church  was  so 
severely  injured  by  a  gale  that  it  became  untenantable. 
As  the' Free  Methodists  had  also  obtained  a  church  site 


Belfast  Church  and  Parho.vagb 


Rangiora  steadily  grows.  It  is  a  pleasant  place  for 
residence,  and  with  the  flourishing  congregation  there,  and 
the  seven  other  places  named  above  grouped  around  it, 
there  is  a  prosperous  future  before  the  Circuit. 


OXFORD  CIRCUIT. 


Despite  its  classical  name,  and  its  healthy  situation, 
Oxford  has  only  a  scattered  and  sparse  population. 
Wesleyan  services  were  held  there  as  early  as  ld7^,  and 
Mr.  T.  Sharplin,  an  able  though  eccentric  local  preacher, 
resided  near  the  township  for  many  years.  The  district 
was  then  covered  with  dense  bush,  timber  mills  wore  in  full 
swing,  and  the  people  doing  well.  The  Free  Methodists 
occupied  the  ground,  and  shortly  after  the  above  date  built 
a  church  at  West  Oxford,  which  for  a  number  of  years  had 
an  attentive  and  earnest  congregation.  Two  or  three  years 
later  another  was  built  at  East  Oxford.  This  bad  a 
disastrous  history.  It  was  blown  down  by  a  heavy  gale, 
and  when  re-erected  at  considerable  cost,  a  heavy  debt 
remained  upon  the  property.  A  small  church  at  View  Hill 
was  destroyed  at  the  same  time.  Meantime  services  were 
held  throughout  a  wide  area,  the  Circuit  extending  to 
Sheffield.  The  Free  Methodist  Church  gave  generous 
grants  towards  the  support  of  the  minister,  but  not 
infrequently  there  were  breaks  in  the  appointments.  This 
militi^ted  a^^ainst  success.    On  the  consummation  of  Union, 


HOBRILVILLE   ChURCH. 

in  Central  Oxford,  the  Trustees  of  the  East  Oxford  church, 
which  was  a  very  strong  and  substantial  building,  sold  it 
to  the  congregation  for  the  nominal  sum  of  £54,  they 
themselves  generously  paying  the  remainder  of  the  debt. 
Help  from  the  Loan  Fund  was  obtained,  the  building 
removed,  and  improvements  effected  at  a  further  cost  of 
£82.  The  church  was  made  comfortable,  and  the 
congregation  has  since  been  steadily  consolidating.  Within 
the  past  three  months  an  acre  site  for  a  parsonage,  with  a 
cottage  thereon,  has  been  purchased.  To  the  latter, 
additions  are  now  being  made,  which  will  provide  a 
minister's  residence  of  seven  rooms,  at  a  total  coat  of  £250, 
towards  which  £100  is  promised  in  the  district. 


Horrelville 

is  in  the  midst  of  a  splendid  tract  of  land.  Messrs.  Sheat, 
A.  Graham,  and  Bradley  settled  there  more  than  twenty 
years  since.  In  1880  a  church  site  of  an  acre  was  given 
by  Mr.  Horrell,  and  in  the  following  year  a  building 
seating  sixty  persons  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  £130,  and 


Ambeblkt  Chubcu. 

the  debt  thereon  shortly  afterwards  discharged.  Ten  years 
later  a  large  vestry  was  built  at  a  cost  of  £17.  There  is 
here  an  excellent  Sunday-school,  and  a  good  number  o€ 
membeta. 
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unfortunately,  only  two  local  preachers.  In  the  tte 
Sunday -schooia,  82  scholars  ai*e  cared  for  by  five  leacha^. 
and  there  are  375  attendants  on  public  worship. 

The  Rev.  B.  H.  Ginger,  the  minister,  was  bDrn  \i 
Hertfordiihire.  Brought  up  in  the  Church  of  KngknJ.Lr 
-wiiR  convertetl  at  thirteen  years  of  age  in  a  Bible  Chratiit 
Chureii.  At  sixteen  lie  became  a  local  preacher,  an: 
presently  entered  the  ministry^  Kpending^  his  probation  in 
Devon,  Gloat-ester,  and  Wales,  where  he  had  graat  succe* 
Eleven  years  since  he  eame  to  New  ^4.*aland,  ami,  ui 
Bible  Christian  minister,  saw  churches  erected  it 
Ban  nock  burn  and  Kaiapoi,     He  was  also  Truijt  Becretair 

for  five  years,  and  at  tli  I 
time  of  Union  J  Chaiiraind 
the  District,  Since  Methfr 
dijit  Union  was  eflFected^thrff 
years  have  been  sj^ent  at 
Hukitika,  and  he  is  ;u4 
closing  his  first  year  at  Ox- 
ford. He  is  active  ami  ener- 
getic, an  animated  !4p«ikcr, 
still  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
may  be  expected  to  make 
his  work  ti  IL 


Three  Preaching  Places 

are  nbo  suppliixl.      At  Giiletiiij, 

or  Bennett's  Junction,  a  weekly 

service  is  held  in  the  school loorn. 

At  View  Hill  servicei  huve  been 

rcHmnotl  within  the  pant  rjuarter, 

and    are    liekl    once  a   fortnight. 

At  Anhlcy  Gnrgc,  wh<n'e  an  entate 

has  been  acquired  by  the  (iovej-n- 

mont,  peuplo  ore  seltlin^^',  and  services  have  been  initiateil 

with  good  prospt'Cts,    At  Cunt,  a  few  miles  fioai  Horrelville, 

Mr.  R.  Meredith  J  now  M.H.H.  for  the  distriet^  and  a  loail 

preacher,  resided  as  State  hcIkjoI   teach  ei-  fur  numy  yeai'N. 

A  small  church  was  built,  but  after  Hoine  veal's  more  most 

of  the  aElberents  removed,  and   the  building  and  nite  were 

sold.     The  proceeds,  howe^  er,  are  fun<led  fur  future  efforts. 

Mr,  A.  D,  Hasaall,  a  local  preacher,  reside??  here,  and  takes 

an  active  part  in  the  Circuit  work. 

The  Circuit 

has    thu??    two  churches   imd   threu    out  stations,    with    a 
membership   of   43   adults    and    14   juniors.     There   are, 


1.   liKKSToN  Pmis(»xa(:k. 


2.  Lkkstox  CiiViu'U—lnftri 


3.  Lekston  CiiUFicn — Eiteiior. 
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SOUTH  CANTERBURY. 


-5N^ 


yziHE  Circuits  hitherto  described  are  all  in  North 
Qfl^  Canterbury.  In  all  these  the  original  impetus  was 
*  given  from  Christchurch,  and  most  of  the  places 
were  included  in  what  was  first  known  as  the  Canterbury 
Circuit.  In  South  Canterbury  it  was  otherwise.  When 
the  Church  took  its  rise  there,  it  was  separated  from  the 
Pi-ovincial   Capital   by   wide,   treeless  plains.     These  were 


TiMARi*    Stoxk    Chtri  h     (Erected    in    IHT."),    bliowinj?   also 
First  Chiiirli  to  tho  right). 

chiefly  occupied  as  sheep  runs.  Conitnunication  between 
the  two  enrjs  of  the  province  was  kept  up  by  eijuestrians,  or 
Cobb's  coach,  and  owing  to  flooded  rivers  th(^  time-table  of 
the  latter  was  uncertain.  There  were  steamers  from 
Lyttelton,  but  these  were  not  much  in  favour.  Timaru, 
thus  self-contained,  became  the  second  centre  of  Methodist 
influence,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  from  thence 
**  the  word  of  God  sounded  forth  "  throughout  all  that 
region. 

The  Assents  Employed. 

To  7.oalous  local  brethren  belongs  the  honour  of  first 
holding  religious  meetings.  Before  a  minister  was  on  the 
ground,  this  was  done  in  several  places.  The  first  Wesleyan 
service  in  Timaru  was  held  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Clough, 
Sandie  Town.  Mr.  Clough  was  afterwards  a  valued 
oflice-beArer,  and  was  probably  the  preacher.  At  Waimate, 
Messrs.  J.  and  G.  Manchester  held  services  with  their 
neighbours,  and  exhorted  them  to  "  fejir  God  and  keep  His 
commandments."  At  Temuka,  Mr.  Job  Brown  conducted 
a  service  in  his  own  house  in  1865,  at  which  were  present 
Messrs.  J.  White,  P.  Dale,  J.  Anderson,  and  others.  The 
8ame  earnest  brother,  who  has  ever  since  been  associated 
with  the  Church,  also  preached  at  Mrs.  Maslin's,  Geraldine. 
They  had  many  precious  seasons  there,  and  some  souls 
were  l)orn  again.  The  Rev.  J.  Buller,  the  District 
Chairman,  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  several  Wesleyan 
families,  visited  the  district  in  1863,  preaching  at  the 
different  centres,  and  arranging  for  Church  organisation. 
As    the    result    of    his    conference    with     the    spattered 


members,  it  was  determined  to  form  a  Circuit,  and  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Richardson,  a  young  minister  who  had  just 
arrived  from  England,  was  sent  down.  He  arrived  in 
Timaru  by  boat  on  Sunday,  April  li.Jrd,  LSCo,  and  preached 
the  same  evening.  He  remained  for  three  years,  and  laid 
the  foundations  wisely  and  well.  He  was  succecjded  by 
the  Rev.  H.  Jiull  for  one  year,  then  came  the  Revs.  I^e 
and  Bavin  for  three  each,  and  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Oliver 
afterwards,  all  these  having  charge  of  the  whole  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  province.  From  iJ^Tl  ^\^  junior 
preachers  were  appointed,  but  only  one  remained  nu»re  than 
twelve  months. 


Considerable  Difficulties 

had  to  be  surmounted.  All  the  rivers  were  unbridged,  and 
crossing  them  was  often  perih^us.  A  strong  and  reliable 
horse  was  a  necessary  and  important  part  of  the  preacher's 
equipmcmt.  The  Circuit  came  to  be  fifty  miles  long, 
stretching  from  Geraldine  in  the  north  to  Waimate  in  the 
south.  Most  of  the  people  were  newcomers,  and  V  huts 
or  leantos  wen*  the  usual  residences.  But  tho  preachers 
were  heartily  welcomed.  They  enjoyed  the  rides,  and  still 
tell  of  the  rousing  log  fires  before  which  they  basked  at 
Mr.  G.  Manchester's  house  in  Waimate.  Money  was  often 
scarce.  The  means  of  the  settlers  were  limited,  and  when 
borrowed  for  Church  purposes,  interest  had  to  be  paid  at 
15  per  cent.  Undeterred  by  these  obstiicles,  they  steadily 
laboured  on  and  saw 

Great  Projfress  and  Advancement. 

Ten  and  a  half  3H»ars  after  Mr.  Richardson's  arrival,  the 
statistics  of  the  Circuit  show  the  following  results  : — Six 
churches  had  been  erected,  and  one  other  preaching  place 
supplied.  Two  married  ministers  were  supporter!,  and  a 
house  had  been  built  for  each.  There  were  twelve  local 
preachers,  who  travelled  long  distances  to  fulfil  their 
appointments.  S  (^  v  e  n 
class  leaders  had  charge 
of  160  accredited  mem- 
bers, and  eleven  on 
probation.  Five  Sunday- 
schools  had  been  or- 
ganised. There  were 
fifty-eight  teachers  and 
ten  times  that  number 
of  scholars,  while  at- 
tendants totalled  1200. 
What  the  causes  of  this 
rapid  growth  were  it  is 
not  difficult  to  discover. 
The  preachers  were 
young,  earnest,  and  en- 
thusiastic. They  were 
supported  by  an  active 
and  enterprising  band  of 


us 
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fellowship  was  ^roatly  prizotl.  Mr.  Rirhanlson  ropirts  two 
classes  m  Timaru,  hotii  woll  attended,  and  a  large  Monday 
evening  prayer  meeting.  Mr.  J>ull  says  the  niembei-s  were 
"  fervent,  spiritual,  united,  and  though  we  never  held 
special  services,  (»very  service  was  one  of  blessing,  and  no 
week  went  by  without  recording  one  or  nmre  conversions." 
Mr.  Bavin  re(*ords  a  great  revival  at  CTcraldine.  At  the 
end  of  the  time  namcul  the  Circuit  was  divided,  and  a 
further  division  followtMl  a  year  later.  Whether  these 
divisions  were  jnematiirr  or  not  cannot  now  be  determined, 
but  c-ertainly  j)rr)^ress  since  then  has  been  much  less 
marked,  liciter  chinches  hav(»  taken  the  place  of  the 
original  buildings,  and  <•- in i^Tcga lions  have  grown,  but  only 
one  additional  chiu'ch  ha^  l)cr  n  built.      Land   being  held  in 


up  in  the  Church,  have  Ix'en  among  its  most  earnest  an«l 
liberal  members.  On  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Richardson,  he 
was  heartily  welcomed  by  Mr.  H.  Guilbert,  who  has  ever 
since  been  closely  identifiecJ  with  every  form  of  Church 
(enterprise.  Mr.  P.  Foster,  a  devoted  local  preacher,  an«l 
Mr.  George  Butler  were  also  among  the  first  members.  In 
the  same  year  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  anrl 
Mrs.  E.  Holdgat(»,  united  with  the  Church,  and  have  sinco 
worked  devotedly  for  its  increase.  Mr.  Richardson  was  a 
young  man,  bur  had  sound  judgment.  While  lacking  some 
elements  of  a  popular  preacher,  he  was  a  careful  exjwsitor, 
a  devoted  pastor,  and  much  in  earnest.  His  first  si-rvioo 
was  held,  by  permission  of  the  Pn'sbyterians,  in  thf 
Mechanics'  TTall,  which  they  had  rente<l.     Subserjuently  tho 


TiMAKT'    ClirK(  II    AND    {^(HoOL. 

large  blocks,  and  so  pn»venting  close  settlement,  possibly 
accounts  for  it  in  part.  Other  denominations  coming  in 
may  also  have  retarded  extension.  WhateviM-  the  caus(», 
the  fact  remain**. 


TIMARU  CIRCUIT. 

To-day  Tiinaru  is  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  town  of 
37.")")  persons  within  the  bonniLrh  limits,  and  prol>ably  '2000 
more  in  the  suburbs.  It  is  also  a  busy  shipping  port,  a 
great  centre  of  the  llour-milliiig  trade,  and  the  headquarters 
of  a  successful  meat  frecv.ing  company.  But  in  the  early 
sixties  it  was  a  small  and  primitive  settlement.  Landing 
in  surf  boats  was  more  picturesque  than  phvisant.  The 
inhabitants  wen*  few,  anrl  the  arrival  and  <ieparture  of  the 
coach  the  gr(»at  events  of  the  day.  Thert?  were,  however,  a 
few  earnest  Methodists,  and  some  who  though  not  brought 


(Ferrior,  Photo.)  R 

day  school  was  hired,  and  [services  held  there^morning  ami 
ev(»ning.  The  first  names  on  the  minister's  class  book  were 
Messrs.  J.  Maberlev,  W.  Clough,  -L  Shields,  G.  r»utler, 
J.  Wallace,  .1.  I^.rown,  W.  Wilcox,  W.  H.  Dicker^,  Clark, 
and  H.  Manchester.  This  met  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
where  th(*  minister  lodged.  Mrs.  Maberlev  had  charge  of  a 
female  class,  the  members  of  which  weie  Mesdames  C'lough, 
Sca\ar.  lUitler,  Fonseca,  Wallace.  Sim.  Brown,  l>L'u:kmoiv, 
Chivers,  Shields,  .Mason,  ami  Walford.  Pit^senlly  the 
ministers  class  was  divided,  Messrs.  Dickers,  P.  Foster  and 
P»ird  forming  a  second,  with  ^Nlr.  Clough  as  lea<ler.  Three 
months  after  the  minister's  arrival  a  Church  Building 
Committee  was  formed.  A  site  had  been  given  by 
M{\s»*rs.  Rhodes  in  Bank  Street,  and  plans  of  a  wooflen 
building,  .*V2  f t.  by  '25  ft.,  were  dr.awn  by  Mr.  Malx'rley,  who 
was  also  the  contractor.  The  estimated  cost  was  A*  100, 
and  there  was  great  rejoicing  when  £G0  was  raised  towards 
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it,  as  this  entitled  thein  to  a  Provincial  Government  grant 
of  the  same  amount.  Whether  the  grant  was  ever  obtained 
is  somewhat  doubtful.  At  any  rate,  the  building  was 
completed,  lined,  a  belfry  added,  and  a  porch,  the  expense 
being  thus  doubled.  The  opening  sermons  were  preachinl 
by  the  Rev.  W.  Cannell,  in  October.  Two  years  later, 
20ft.  were  added  to  the  length,  almost  doubling  its 
capacity,  and  the  enlar;;e<l  building  was  re  oi)ene(l  by 
Mr.  Richariison  on  March  'JOth,  1S(>S,  which  was  his  last 
Sunday  in  the  Circuit.  Tn  all  aljout  £000  had  been  spent 
thereon.  This  building  now  forms  part  of  the  Sunday 
schfx)l.  A  Sunday-schtK)!  was  begun  at  a  house  on  the  North 
Road,    where     the    Melville    Hotel    now    stands.     On    its 


be  in  the  Gothic  style  of  villa  architecture,  was  erected. 
It  contained  seven  rooms,  and  according  to  a  report  in  the 
Wt'slt'ifan  the  cost,  exclusive  of  land,  was  £392  10s.  At 
that  time  almost  everybody  liverl  in  a  lean-to,  and  a  f'jw 
regarded  a  twivstoricnl  villa  as  rather  extravagant.  The 
membcMs,  however,  were  anxious  to  make  their  minister 
comfortable,  and  not  only  built  but  furnished  it,  at  a 
further  outlay  of  about  £1 10. 

Even  the  enlarge<l  chuich  was  found  too  small,  and  it 
was  otlicially  reported  "  Our  next  greatest  want  is  a  new 
church,  and  it  will  come  in  time.  The  present  demand  is 
more  than  we  can  meet." 


TiMABr   Cm-Kr  IC. — Intrrinr. 


removal  to  the  ihuroh  it  tlourished  greatly.  l>y  1S71 
there  were  250  children  on  the  roll,  and  a  largi*  stall*  of 
teachers.  In  that  year  an  infant  sch<M)l  was  <»j)fned,  much 
of  the  labour  being  given.  This  was  opened  on  .luly  lUh. 
As  the  sections  had  recently  be(»n  levelled,  paths  cut,  and  a 
paling  fence  ere«'ted,  the  property  looked  exceedingly 
attractive. 


A  Neat  and  Cosy  Parsonage 

followed.  After  four  years'  probationers  services,  the 
Circuit  was  recfuired  to  take  a  married  minister,  and  was 
glwl  to  do  so.  A  half-acre  of  land  was  purclhosefl  in 
Butler  Street,  and  on  this  a  building  of  two  storeys,  said  to 


The  Substantial  Stone  Church 

erected  in  1S71  and  IST-')  was  the  onlconie  <»f  this  necessity. 
At  the  .lun<»  (^)uarteily  Met'tini,'  }M'iiiii's>iini  was  i^'iven  to 
built.  The  foundation  sti)nc  was  laid  on  ( )i't«»l>er  L»Sili,  by 
the  Rev.  J.  r»iill(»r.  Four  hundnMJ  and  fifty  pounds  were 
collt»ete<l  l)y  subscription.  A  three  days'  bazaar,  held  at 
the  same  timi*,  brought  in  £1<.m)  nmie.  The  church  was  to 
seat  .'JOO  persons.  It  cost  £,\'11^\  was  neat  .ind  attractive, 
and  gave  a  new  starting  point.  The  opening  services  were 
exceedingly  successful. 


The  Help  of  the  Ladies 

in    thiv    and    subseijuent   undertakings   has   been   a    very 
nr)tici*able  feature.     Exceedingly  energetic  and  inventive 
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they  have  always  been  ready  to  take  their  share  of  financial 
undertakings,  and  have  done  much  to  make  them  successful. 
In  addition  to  the  bazaar  namcnl  above,  they  held  another 
three  years  later,  by  which  they  netted  £500,  which  went 
to  reduce  the  debt  on  church  and  parsonage.  A  further 
one  was  held  in  1887,  and  brought  in  XS.^^O  more.  Since 
then  the  Ladies'  Guild  has  been  in  effective  operation,  and 
has  not  only  made  the  parsonage  one  of  the  best  furnished 
in  the  Colony,  but  on  various  occasions  it  has  materially 
helped  the  Church  funds.  Mrs.  J.  Jackson,  the  late 
Mrs.  Holdgate,  Mcsdannvs  Guilhert,  Bowker,  F.  Smith,  and 
others  are  entitled  to  <'reat  credit  in  this  connection. 


Enlar$:ement  of  Church  and  Parsonage. 

The    town     had     steadily    i^'iown,     and      with     it 
iinpossi 


conpfre^ation.      Tt    was 


)le    to   accommodate 


the 
more, 


PAREORA 

is  the  second  place  in  the  Circuit.  During  Mr.  Bull'? 
term  .services  were  started  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Chiver*,  at 
what  then  bore  the  descriptive  name  of  Pig  Hunting  Creek. 
It  was  near  the  present  township  of  Beaconsfiehl.  A  clas> 
was  also  formed  there  by  members  of  the  Guscott,  Priest, 
Rapsey,  Ward,  and  Gilchrist  families;.  Week  evening 
services  were  occasionally  held  at  Mr.  El  worthy's  station. 
In  1870  a  church  was  built  to  seat  110  persons,  at  a  cost 
of  £140.  Nine  years  since  a  commodious  vestry  was  atldeJ, 
at  a  further  outlay  of  £46. 


The  Preaching   Stations 

are  Fair  View,  five  miles  we.st  of  the  town  ;  Claremont, 
eight  miles  north  ;  Adair,  six  and  a  half  south-west  :  an<l 
Kingston  and  Springbrook,  six  and  ten  miles  to  the  south. 


TiMARU  CiRcriT  Ofkfce-hearkrs  Axn  Church  Workkrs. 


Front  How— .Messrs.  J.  Ra«lcllHc,  J.  Jackson.M.P..  Rev.  C.  K.  Heccroft,  Messrs,  E.  HoUlj^.ite,  R.  Orwin.iW.  Coo. 

Midfllc  Row— Messrs.  A.  ^ar^,Mls.l  and  S.  K.  Hohi^iatc,  Miss  Gibson,  Mr.  E.  \Voo<i.  Mrs.  liundtrsm.  Mr.  iMrrir-r.  Mrs.  Rothwrll.  Mr.  J.^Isbi-tir, 

liack  How— Messrs.  V.  Smith.  R.  Iloldgate,  P.  Bundcscn,  C.  VoncUr.  W.  Irwin,  M.  lYcrnic,  T.  W.iu'^tafl",  H.  Guilbtrt.  H.  riionias. 


but  it  was  not  ea.sy  to  see  how  the  church  could  be 
enlorged.  Eventually  it  was  lengthened  by  21ft.,  and  a 
chancel  of  wood  added  for  choir,  and  vestries.  A  hundred 
and  forty  additional  sittings  were  thus  provided,  at  a  cost 
of  £600,  in  1800.  At  the  same  time  the  parsonage  was 
transformed,  the  existing  rooms  enlarged,  and  six  large 
and  lofty  ones  added,  at  a  total  outlay  of  £800. 
Subscriptions  given  in  connection  with  the  Jubilee  of 
Methodism  were  devoted  to  these  purposes,  but  there  was  a 
debt  left  of  £1100.  Since  the  present  minister's  arrival, 
£175  has  been  paid  off  the  parsonage  by  the  Ladies'  Guild, 
and    an   equal    amount    loaned    by    the    Church    Building 


At  Fair  View  two  services  are  held  every  Sunday,  and  at 
Kingston  one.  Claremont  has  three  services  in  a  month, 
and  Springbrook  one  Sunday  in  four.  There  is  a  goo<i 
attendance  at  each  of  these  pl.aces,  and  probably  within  a 
short  period  the  erection  of  churches  will  be  necessary. 


Honoured    Names, 

once  members  of  the  church  here,  have  been  transferred  to 
*'  the  Church  of  the  first  l)orn,  which  are  written  in  Heaven.'' 
Mr.  P.  Foster  continued  his  work  as  local  preacher  for 
thirty-five  yeare,  and  only  recently  passed  to  his  heavenly 
rest.     Mr.  Edwin  Goldsmitli,  amiable  and  painstaking,  and 
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one  of  the  original  Trustees,  was  called  to  his  reward  about 
three  years  ago.  Mr.  Stephen  Bird,  a  steadfast  member, 
one  of  the  original  congregation  at  Mr.  El  worthy's, 
afterwards  became  caretaker  of  the  Timaru  Church.  He 
was  universally  respected,  and  died  on  a  Sunday  morning 
suddenly,  when  engaged  in  his  work  about  the  House  of 
God.  The  late  Mrs.  Holdgato  had  been  a  member  for 
over  thirty  years.  A  devoted  wife  and  a  wise  mother,  she 
was  also  the  life  and  soul  of  every  Church  gathering,  and 
by  her  gift  of  song  rendered  special  service  in  the  choir. 
Her  unexpected  death,  after  a  surgical  operation,  nearly 
three  years  since,  was  a  heavy  loss.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas, 
whose  portrait  is  given,  is  still  active  at  eighty-one  years 
of  age.  She  is  probably  the  oldest  Church  member  in  the 
Colony,  having  joined  tin*  Society  at  St.  Just  in  1833. 


The  Circuit 

has  been  a  favourite  one  with  ministers.     All  those  in 
full  cmiut^xiim  wiuj  were  rtpjK.nnUjl  ibeie  spe'iit  tlit* 
full  term  of  thrfp  years,  and  Mn  Ik-ecnift  leinained 


the  Waikato  Circuit.  After  spending  a  year  at  Three 
Kings'  College,  he  was  sent  to  Kumara,  and  has  since 
travelled  in  all  the  districts  except  Wanganui,  jiine  3'ears 
being  spent  in  Otago.  He  has  a  strong  physical  frame,  is 
exceedingly  devout,  intensely  earnest  as  a  preacher, 
judicious,  and  an  attentive  pastor.  A  life-long  abstainer, 
he  does  good  service  as  Secretary  of  the  Conference 
Temperance  Committee,  and  for  three  years  was  Sub-editor 
of  The  Advocate. 


TEMUKA  CIRCUIT. 

At  the  third  New  Zealand  Conference,  held  in  1876,  it 
was  resolved  that  Timaru  Circuit  be  divided,  the  new 
Circuit  to  be  called  Temuka,  and  to  include  Temuka, 
Geraldine,  and  Waitohi.  The  Rev.  G.  Bond,  who  had 
been  a  year  on  the  ground  already,  was  appointed 
Superintendent.  The  first  meetin<^  of  officials  was  held  on 
April  12th,  when  Messrs.  W.  Storey  and  W.  Maslin  were 
appointed  Circuit  Stewarfl>i.  With  only  throe  places, 
and  the  furthest  eleven  milcH  away,  it  formed  a 
coinpaot    and    attractive    ?ie\<\    of    labour.      At 


Timaru  Chl'rch— Elect  Ladies  and  Notable  Cihrch  Workkrs. 

1.  Miss  A.  Clark.    2.  Mrs.  F.  Smith.    3.  The  Late  Mrs.  Holdgate.    4.  Mrs.  Jackson. 


Mrs.  Guilbert. 


for  five.  It  has  always  had  capable  and  liberal 
laymen.  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Holdgate  at  different 
times  have  filled  the  office  of  Circuit  Stewards  for 
over  twenty  years.  In  later  times  Mr.  F.  Smith,  trained 
in  the  St.  Albans  Circuit,  has  been  a  conspicuous 
helper,  as  have  Messrs.  Coe,  Gilchrist,  Vogeler,  and 
others.  The  service  of  praise  has  been  well  conducted,  and 
has  been  a  great  assistance.  Financial  aid  has  always  been 
forthcoming  from  the  members  of  the  town  congregation. 
There  are  now  twelve  local  preachers,  three  class  leaders, 
and  206  Church  members.  In  the  three  Sunday-schools, 
with  thirty-eight  teachers,  there  are  345  scholars,  and  the 
attendants  on  public  worship  number  600. 

The  present  minister,  the  Rev.  J.  Newman  Buttle,  is  a 
son  of  the  Manse.  Born  on  the  Waipa  Mission  Station,  his 
love  for  Foreign  Mission  work  is  hereditary.  Beginning 
life  as  a  farmer,  he  was  recommended  to  the  ministry  by 


Temuka,  or  Wallinsfford, 

which  is  the  English  name  of  the  township,  preaching 
services  had  been  started  twelve  years  before. 
Mr.  Richardson  continued  them  in  Mr.  Brown's  house. 
Presently  the  congregation  adjourned  to  the  schoolroom. 
During  Mr.  Bull's  term,  steps  were  taken  to  erect  a  church 
on  a  site  given  by  the  late  Mr.  Hevvlings.  When  just 
ready  for  opening,  in  May,  18G9,  this  was  burned  down  by 
a  tramp  who  had  spent  the  night  there.  Undeterred  by 
the  loss,  a  meeting  was  held  two  or  three  days  after,  to  take 
steps  for  another  building.  The  people  were  exceedingly 
sympathetic.  Subscriptions  were  freely  oflfered,  and  a  new 
building  of  brick  was  determined  on.  It  was  small — 
30ft.  by  18ft.— but  cost  £300.  It  was  opened  by  the 
Rev.  R.  Bavin,  on  December  26th,  1869,  the  collections 
being  £5  IBs.  9d.,  and  the  proceeds  of  a.  tft».  xass^oc©^'^^ 
£10  I5s,    TVv^  ^^\i\,  \\>L^i.\xx\^  \s^  ^Cwis^^  v«^  ^^^<5>Cnss^^ 
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Mr.  Prifst,  Pakkoka. 


11 KV.  .1.  NkWMAN    Hl'TTLE,  TlMABr. 
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Pakeora  CnrR(  II  Tkustkfs. 

Front  Row— M<s«irs.  T.  Prirst  ami  C.  Chivi  r«;. 

Hack  Row— MtsMS.  J.  ChaiiilM  rlain.  H.  i:vaii>.  A.  Calilwr 
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3///.'*.   PHiysT,  Parfor*. 


Mr8.  E.  Thomas,  Timaru. 
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i-L'OO,  whicli  ill  tlio  course  of  years  was  paid  off,  and  a 
vestry  jidded.  Prior  to  the  severance  from  Timaru,  a 
parson.ige  had  Ixjen   built  on  a  half-acre  section  not  far 


St 


■->i?^-^#* 


v< 


TiMAKL'    rAHSi>NAi.K. 


from  tlif  rhiirrh.  Tlu^iv  wow  only  five  rooms,  and  those 
not  uf  th»'  largest,  but  the  tendi'r  was  £'2i)t,  iind  before  it 
was  rompl^'tod,  the  entire  outlay  amounted  to  £l\T)0. 


Later  Developements. 

After  fuurU'en  years'  occupation,  the  brick  church 
became  too  small.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Job  Erown,  always 
^enrrous  helpers,  ()tlere<l  an»)tht»r  site,  somewhat  nt^arer  the 
centre  of  the  town.  This  was  valued  at  £100,  and  at  a 
meeting  of  the  con  <,' regal  ion  £100  were  raised  to  meet  the 
trift.  Fifty  pounds  were  also  obtained  from  an  Art  and 
Loan  Exlnbilion.  The  Kev.  II.  S.  Jiunn,  an  experienced 
church  builder,  was  in  the  Circuit,  and  pushed  the  work- 
forward.  The  foundations  were  rluly  laid,  the  building 
completed,  and  successfully  opened  in  \^Si).     It  occupies  a 

prominent  position, 
and  the  internal  ar- 
rangements are  as 
neat  as  they  are 
comfortable.  Of  the 
£800  expended  there- 
on, £220  had  been 
raised  by  subscrip- 
tions, and  by  other 
means  it  wa.s  left 
with  a  debt  of  oidy 
£.S00  to  the  Loan 
Fund,  the  closing 
instalment  of  which 
is  about  to  be  paid. 
Three  years  laUM',  a 
long- needed  enlarge- 
ment of  the  parsonage 
was  effected,  when 
two  goo<J  rooms  were 
guided.  The  cost  was 
£150,  half  of  -vhich 
was  loaned,  and  has 
TnK  Late  Mk.  P.  FobTEK.  sinco  been  paid. 


Retro^^resslon  and  Advance. 

At  (ieraldine  steps  were  taken  to  er€»ct  a  church  during 
Mr.  Richardson's  time.  It  was  a  small  building,  20ft.  x  IGft. 
The  opening  services  were  conducted  by  Mr.  Bull,  on 
April  19th,  1868,  and  were 
Pentecostal,  six  young  men 
being  seekers  of  salvation. 
Mrs.  Maslin  and  hcM-  family, 
Mr.  Huffey,  a  Primitive 
Metho<iist,  and  a  Mr. 
Meredith,  were  among  the 
principal  workers.  For 
fifteen  years  it  wtis  pros- 
perous, then  some  of  the 
members  died,  others  re- 
moved, and  some,  who  had 
been  Primitives  in  Hngland, 
joined  that  church,  when  a 
resident  minister  of  their 
own  came  to  reside  in  the 
tow^nship.  The  services 
were  discontinued  in  1881, 
and  two  or  three  year>r  later 
the  building  was  sold.  The 
procecMls,  however,  are  invested  for  future  effort, 
Mr.  VV.  Maslin  is  still  a  local  preacher  in  the  Circuit. 

At  Waitohi,  s(»ven  miles  from  Temuka,  services  were 
begun  during  ^\i'.  iUvin's  ministry.  The  late  Mr.  Young, 
witii  Messrs.  Humphries  and  Chapman,  were  d(?vot(Hl 
helpers.      A  small  sod  church,  with  a  tind)er  roof,  was  put 


TnK  Latk  Mk.  E.  (i()Lr»>MiTH. 


r.VKKURA    CHrRCH. 

up,  and  did  duty  for  almut  nine  years.  Tn  ISTd,  largely 
through  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  Young  and  his  family,  the 
present  neat  building  superseded  it.  The  cost  was  £325, 
and  a  debt  of  £50  was  discharged  a  few  years  later. 
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The  Preaching  Places. 

Attempts  hnve  been  made  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  other 
centres.  Mr.  S.  Buxton,  a  valued  local  preacher,  resided 
for  a  considerable  time  at  Hangitata  Island.  Hence  a 
service  was  established  tliere,  which  has  been  maintained 

until      the      pre^sent 

time     with     varying 

success.  At  Or  ton, 
on  two  Sunday 
afternoons  a  month, 
a  small  congregation 
is  gathered.  Services 
were  held  tor  a  time 
at  Hilton,  Milford, 
and  IMeasjuil  l*uint, 
hut  have  hrtri  dis- 
<M)ntiiuu-d.  At  Aro- 
whcnua,  the  Maoiis 
still  acknow  ledge 
allegianre  to  t  li  e 
\Vesl(»yan  Church, 
from  which  they  first 
leceivcfi  the  (lospel. 
So  long  as  Te  Kote 
lived  he  paid  regular 
visits  to  the  yn//, 
and  the  Natives  are 
still  glad  to  welcome 
the  Circuit  Minister. 


Thk  Latk  Kkv.  p.  Wills. 

Joy   and   Sorrow 

have  alike  been  experienced.  Jn  1iSSl>  there  was  a 
gracious  revival,  and  it  was  reported  that  thirty  adults 
had  been  added  to  the  membership,  and  twenty  live  youths 
forme<l  into  a  catechumen  class.  Two  years  later  the 
whole  district  was  moved,  and  about  one?  hundred  peisons 
professed  conversion.  During  Mr.  lUinn's  term  aKo  there 
was  a  great  awakening. 

The  liev.  Peter  Wills  was  appointed  to  the  Circuit  in 
lSH-\.  He  was  born  in  Staftbrdshire,  but  came  to  the 
Colony  while  (juite  a  child,  and  was  the  product  of 
Springst<m  Methodism.  Nv)t  specially  gifted  as  a  preacher, 
he  was  exceedingly  earn(?st  an<l  faithful.  When  coming  to 
Tenmka,  he  seemed  to  realise  that  **the  King's  business 
required  haste."  Incessantly  at  work  he  reproved,  rebuked, 
and  exhorted.  In  the  midst  of  his  toil  he  died  on 
Dec:Mnber  ll>th,  ISSI,  leaving  not  oidy  his  wife  and  child, 
but  the  whole  Church  to  lament  his  loss. 


No  Special  Feature 

has  marked  the  Circuit  history  during  the  last  ten  yeari 
except  that  it  has  become  independent  of  Home  Mission 
help,    and  discharged   its  proj)erty  debts.      The  statist ic-j 


JJ/i/' h  O/fh' n,  TKMiK.i.      Vaksusauk.  Key.  \V.  Tinsley, 


TKMI'KA    CIKCl'IT    OFFU'K-liEARKRS. 
Mk.  (J.   BiiLKK.      Mr.  J.   Hakkis«»n.     Mk.   K.  Tih-mx^. 

show  t wo  cjiurches  aiul  two  other  preachim^  places,  in  the 
supply  of  whiirji  th{»  minister  is  ai<led  by  five  local  pn*ach«»ri. 
Thrre  are  seventy  six  members.  In  the  two  Suiiday-sihooU 
fifteen  teachers  ha\<*  the  care  of  eighty  four  scholars,  and 
the  attendants  number   lon. 

The  Hrv.  W.  Tinslt'y  i-^  the  minisiiM*  in  charge. 
ConviMti'd  in  a  Wesleyan  Chun-h  in  I'lngland,  yet,  as  hi^ 
family  wen*  TrimiliNC  Methodists,  he  joimd  that  Connt'xion 
and  enten-d  the  ministry  in  \SiVj,  !!(»  "endured  hardness 
as  a  good  soldirr  of  Jesus  Christ,"  f«>r  in  a  Circuit  in  S^iuth 
Sussrx,  he  walked  l.")U  miles  a  week,  preaching  every  night 
and  four  times  on  the  Sunday.  Ht?  had  great  suc«ress,  and 
in  the  Isle  of  Thanet  saw  onr  hundrejl  and  fifty  |HTsons 
added  to  the  mendier 

shij).        In     IST.'^)    he 

arrived  in  N("w  Z("a- 
land,  and  worked 
successfully  in  Auck- 
land and  Christ 
chunh.  Six  years 
later,  impressed  with 
the  need  of  ^fethodist 
Cnion,  he  entered  the 
Wesleyan  C-hurch. 
Since  then  he  has 
worked  in  the  Port 
Chalmeis,  C  h  r  i  s  t  - 
church,  ralmerston, 
Wanganui,  and  Cion.» 
Circuits,  and  has  been 
mach^  useful.  A  sun 
stroke  a  few  years 
since  injured  his 
health,  and  luis  at 
timeseaused  great  suf- 
tVring.     As  we  write, 

he   is   on  his   way    to : 

England,  in  the  hope 

that    twelve    months'      Tiik  Late  Mr.  YoiNt;,  Waitohi. 
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rest  and  change  may  fit  hi  in  for  some  years  more 
labour.  His  place  in  the  Circuit  is  supplied  for  the 
year  by  the  Hev.  .1.  H.  Haslam,  a  young  man  who  came 


St.  Pail'.s  Chikc  h,  Waimatk. 

out  from  the  \V('lliii<it()n  Ciivuit,  ami  after  thico  years  at 
Prince  Alliert  C(>lle«;e,  is  now  enterini^  upon  Ills  first 
piist  orate. 


WAIMATE    CIRCUIT. 

In  this  year  of  ^raeo  liM)0,  Waimate  is  a  nourishing 
inland  town  of  loOO  inhabitants,  with  substantial  buildings, 
a  large  and  well  appiMiited  Distriet  High  Sehool,  a  County 
Hospital,  and  a  g(MMl  train  service,  which  connects  it  witli 
DuntMlin  and  Christchurch  daily.  Very  ditrerent  was  it 
when  the  first  settlers  arrived.  There  was  excellent  land, 
but  it  was  mostly  in  large  holdings.  The  })lace  derived  its 
importance  t'rorn  the  bush,  which  covered  })ait  of  the  ilat 
and  the  lower  reaches  ot  the  hills.  Sawyers  congregated 
in  the  neighbourliood,  and  a  lucrative  tratfic  was  carried 
on.  Fifteen  years  afterwards  much  of  the  bush  had  been 
cut  down.  A  fire  injured  the  remainder.  The  consequence 
was  that  for  a  few  yi'ars  the  town  languished.  Since  then 
some  large  estates  have  been  cut  up,  snuill  farms  taking 
their  places,     (i rain-growing  is  more  connnon.     The  town 

has  become  prosper- 
ous, and  an  ex- 
cellent trade  centre. 
Through  its  times  of 
prosperity  and  lulver- 
sity,  the  Methodist 
Church  lias  been  in 
evidence.  Not  only 
have  the  services  never 
been  given  up,  but  tlie 
interest  has  steadily 
grown,  and  the  com- 
fortable and  substantial 
buildings,  free  of  d(;bt, 
are  but  an  index  of  the 
more  important  growth 
of  the  living  Church  of 
Cr>d.  This  growth, 
under  the  Divine  bles- 
sing, has  b("en  largely 
TiiK  Latk  Mk.  S.  W.  Goldsmith.  due  to  a  few 


Generous -hearted  Workers, 

who  for  nearly  forty  years  have  with  rare  devotion,  given, 
thought,  and  laboured  for  its  advancement.  Special  mention 
should  be  made  of  Mcssi-s.  John  and  (leorge  Manchester. 
They  were  converted  in  the  Grantham  Circuit,  Kngland. 
Trained  in  Methodism, and 
seeing  something  of  the 
bigotry  of  the  State  Church 
in  their  native  land,  they 
felt  their  need  of  a  full 
religious  liberty,  and  the 
larger  field  whicli  the 
colonies  offered.  r»oth  of 
them  had  been  received  as 
accredited  local  preacliers. 
They  arrived  in  Timaru  in 
the  ship  StrathalloHf  on 
January  17th,  1851).  Fail- 
ing to  find  employment 
there,  they  went  to  the 
Hunter  lliU  Station,  and 
worked  there  for  four 
years.  During  tliat  time 
there  were  no  public 
religious  services  lield 
there,  llowever,  they  had 
wisely  reported  themsehes 
to  the  Uev.  J.  Aldied  on 

arrival,  and  duly  received  their  (|uarterly  tickets  of 
membership.  During  the  last  year  they  lived  at  the  Station 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  W.  (loldsmith  came  thither.  Hoth  were 
then  unconverted,  but  fond  of  singing,  and  uniting  with 
Messrs.  Manchester  for  this  i)urpose,  they  were  by  their 
prayers  and  exam})les  led  to  Christ.  The  three  removed  to 
Wannate  in  ISO.*;,  and  entered  into  business  as  the  tra<ling 
firm  of  Messrs.  Manchester  Ihothers  and  (loldsmith,  which 
is  now  by  far  the  largest  conmiercial  concern  in  the  town. 
While  not  "slothful  in  business,"  they  were  during  these 
vcars  "fervent  in  spirit."  Tlie  Brothers  Manchester  are  l)oth 
capable  and  acceptable  preachers.  Mr.  Goldsmith  was  to 
the  end  of  his  life  the  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
and  choir  leader.  They  have  always  been  helped  in  their 
good  w(uksby  their  excellent  wives.  Mr.  Jolm  Manchester's 
business    acumen,    and     Mr.     (ieorge's    practical    farming 


Mk.  G.  Maxcmkstkr. 


Waimatk  CnrR<M  ani»  S(  uooi.. 

instincts,  have  made  them  both  men  of  wealth,  which  has 
been  consecrated  to  dod's  service*.  To  clay  they  n.ay  fitly 
l>e  lookiHJ  up(»n  as  the  Methodist  CheerYi)le  Ihuthersof  New 
Zealand.     While  they    have  helped  in  their  own  Circuit, 
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and  have  been  foremost  in  every  new  departure,  they  have 
been  specially  interested  in  Foreign  Missions,  to  which  all 
the  members  of  their  now  extensive  families  contribute 
yearly.  With  it  all  they  preserve  the  simple  earnestness  of 
early  days,  and  gratefully  acknowledge  their  indebtedness 
to  the  Church,  under  whose  ministrations  they  were 
brought  to  God,  and  by  which  their  spiritual  life  has  been 
sustained. 

A  Stand  for  Christ  and  His  Church 

was  taken  by  them  soon  after  they  reached  Waimate.     Not 

more  than  a  hundred  sawyers  and  three  score  Natives  were 

then  living  there.     The  three  partners  went  to  Timaru  in 

June,  1863,  to  hear  Mr.  l>uller.     He  visited  Waimate,  and 

appointed  Mr.   J.   Manchester  class  leader.     The  original 

members     were  —  Messrs.     Jolin,     George,    and    William 

Mancliester,  S.  AV.  and   Mrs.  Goldsmith,   Messrs.  W.  Day, 

B.  and   M.  Tregoning,  and  J.  W.  Freeman.     To  these  in 

the    following  (quarter    ten    others 

were    added.     The    class    met    in 

Messrs.  Manchester's  house.    There 

also  public  services    were  started, 

the  first  sermon  being  preached  by 

Mr.    John    Manchester    from    the 

text  Isaiah  iii.  11-12.     Soon  after 

Mr.  Richardson's  arrival  in  Timaru, 

he  found  his  way  to  Waimate,  and 

thereafter  regularly  visited  it.     A 

church  site  was  given,  and  a  small 

building,  25ft.  by  18ft.,  erected  at 

a  cost  of  £110.     This  was  opened 

by   the    Rev.    W.    Cannell,     then 

stationed  at  Oamaru.    Tiny  though 

the   church   was,    the   worshippers 

were  called  to  service   by  a    bell. 

In    Mr.   Bavin's    term  the    churcli 

was     lengthened      by     15ft.,     the 

enlargement  costing  £G0.     It  was 

the  habit  of  the  Timaru  minister 

to   spend    every    third    Sunday   in 

the  township,  doing  pastoral  work 

on  the  day  preceding  and  following, 

and    also    preaching    on    Monday 

evening.     With  its  loyal  workers, 

Waimate  was   for   some   time   the 

Circuit's  strongest  place  financially, 

and  its  representatives  were  always 

ready    to    support    an    aggressive 

movement.     A  Sunday-school  was 

started  when  the  first  church  was 

built,  and  was  well  attended.     In 

1876  a  more  commanding  site  was  Hbv.  W.  Lee, 

purchased  in  Queen  Street  for  £00, 

and  in  the  following  year  a  church  of  wood  built  thereon. 

It  seated  three  hundred  persons.     The  cost  was  J61100,  of 

which  £57 1  were  raised  before  the  opening.     The  dedicatory 

services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  Lee. 


1877,  Waimate  was  made  the  centre  of  a  new  Circuit.  The 
new  church  had  given  it  an  excellent  standing.  On  a 
married  minister  being  appointed  in  1881,  a  house  and  an 
acre  of  land  was  purchased  for  XI 50.  Within  the  next 
three  years,  the  debt  on  the  church  was  almost 
extinguished.  Then  came  a  great  disaster.  In  May, 
1886,  church  and  school  were  destroyed  by  a  fire,  which 
originated  in  a  hotel  near  by.  Fortunately  there  was  an 
insurance  of  £900  on  the  buildings.  Within  a  week  or 
two  the  present  schoolroom,  a  building  60ft.  by  40ft.,  with 
two  large  class  rooms,  was  purchased  from  the  Good 
Templars,  and  public  worship  conducted  there. 


Tokens  of  Advancement. 

At  the  end  of  1887  the  foundation  stone  of  the  new 
church  (St.  Paul's)  was  laid  by  the  Rev.  W.  Rowse.  The 
site  had  been  given  by  Messrs.  Manchester  Brothers.  A 
neat  and  substantial  building  of  brick,  with  Oamaru  stone 
facings,  was  built  thereon  to  seat 
270  persons.  It  cost  XI 120,  and 
at  its  opening  by  the  Rev.  W.  J. 
Williams,  in  June,  1888,  there  was 
only  £100  debt.  The  same  year 
the  former  pai-sonage  was  sold, 
and  a  good  brick  house,  with 
nearly  half  an  acre  of  land,  pur- 
chased for  less  than  £300.  Other 
pieces  of  land  adjoining  were 
subsequent  1}^  purchased  and  given, 
so  that  there  is  now  a  glel>eof  three 
acres.  In  1890  a  gallery  was 
erected  acrcKS  the  end  of  the 
church,  at  a  cost  of  £87,  and  the 
following  year  the  Sunday-school 
was  enlarged  at  an  outlay  of  £100. 
Two  years  since  a  splendid  American 
organ,  costing  £150,  was  placed  in 
the  church.  As  there  is  also 
another  site  in  the  town  unoccupied, 
the  plant  for  Church  work  is 
complete.  Better  still,  times  of 
spiritual  blessing  have  been  ex- 
perienced. During  Mr.  Smalley's 
appointment  as  Connexional 
Evangelist,  he  held  a  series  of 
services,  when  there  were  a  large 
number  of  convei-sions.  Mr.  lewis's 
work  in  1882  and  1883  did  much 
to  help  the  Church,  and  he  also 
wisely  watched  over  the  converts 
gathered  in  a  revival  a  short  time 
St.  Albans.  previously.     Other    ministei-s  have 

also  had  spiritual  success.  In 
addition  to  those  mentioned,  among  the  more  prominent 
members  are  Messrs.  Nind,  Graham,  Douthwaite,  Hunt, 
Skevington,  Dailey,  and  others. 


The  Circuit. 

Waimate  continued  in  connection  with  Timaru  for  twelve 

years.     During  the  latter  portion  of  that  time  the  need  was 

felt  for  more  constant  pastoral  work.    In  1872  Mr.  Hewlitt, 

the  second  preacher,  lived  there,  as  also  did  Mr.  Dewsbury, 

after  winch   the  residence  was  changed   to  Temuka.     In 


The  Circuit  Boundaries 

have  never  been  defined.  Situate  midway  between  Timaru 
and  Oamaru,  its  preachers  were  free  to  advance  until  they 
met  the  outposts  of  their  neighbours,  and  to  penetrate  as 
far  as  they  pleased  into  the  interior.  For  a  time  church 
extension  was  hampered  by  the  large  estates.  For  a  few 
years  there  seemed  a  lack  of  enterprise.     Heketeramea  has 
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isited  for  yoai-s  past,  and  though  it  involves  a  long 
yet  a,s  there  are  Methodists  settled  there,  occasional 
»s  aiv  still  held.  During  Mr.  Dukes's  term  in  the 
t  systematic  attempts  were  made  to  open  up  further 

preaching  places,  and 
five      w(»re     occupi<»d. 
"I         Two  services  were  also 
I         started    at    the   Maori 
j  Pahs   at    Waihao  and 

j  Korotuaheka. 


I 


Latk  Kkv.  j.  Dei.low. 


Nukuroa, 

ahout  three  miles  dis- 
tant, is  the  only  one 
wliich  has  yet  achieve<l 
the  dignity  of'  a  church 
of  its  own.  Then*  is 
good  land  there,  and 
on  its  being  opened  up 
it  attracted  an  excel- 
lent class  of  settlers. 
Among  thcni  were 
Messrs.  P>.  Low,  W. 
I  layman,  and  other 
Methodist  families 
from  \Villowl)y.  These 
IxKjn  accustomed  to  Church  ordinances.  Th(»y 
fond  of  singing,  and  enjoyed  good  jneaching. 
he  public  schoolioom,  services  were  at  once 
I,  and  well  attended.  Obtaining  a  site  for  th(* 
I  was  a  ditliculty.  It  is  })robably  the  only 
in  New  Zealand  when*  the  securing  of  a 
r-acre  church  site  recjuired  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
)visi(»n  had  been  made  in  the  Special  Settlement  Act 
ervcs  of  this  kind,  and  only  in  this  way  could  it  be 
=?r.  The  Act,  however,  was  passed  free  of  cost,  and 
!te  conveyed.  Chi  it  is  a  well-built,  neat,  and 
•table  church.  It  cost  L'.'MO,  and  seats  1  10  jwrsniis. 
!  ojH'ning  there  was  a  debt  oi  i'li^O,  but  half  of  this 
e  cleared  in  twelve  months,  and  with  the  help  of  tlu» 
Fund  short  work  will  doubtless  be  jnade  of  the 
der.  The  first  service  was  conducted  by  this 
on  DeccMnber  2Sth,  1H1M».     The  whole  day  was  given 

up  to  celebrate  the 
event,  there  being  a 
sermon  in  the  morn- 
ing, a  ba/aar  in  the 
afternoon,  and  a  soiree 
and  public  meeting  in 
the  (*\ening.  it  was 
a  time  of  .joyful 
solemnity. 


Statistics. 

In  the  Circuit  there 
a  r  e  se  v  e  n  loial 
jneachers,  and  iwn 
class  leaders.  The 
number  of  me  nWrs 
is  IT)!.  ]n  the  Wai- 
mate  Sunday  -  school, 
under  the  charge  of 
eighteen    teachers, 


there  are  l:\o  children.  The  adherent^s  number  GOO.  The 
minister,  the  llev.  J.  I*>light,  was  born  and  brought  up, 
converted  to  OimI,  and  became  a  local  pretu-her  in  South 
Austi-alia.  He  came  to  New  Zealand  in  1883.  Two  years 
later  he  was  appointed 
Home  Missi(mary  at 
Wakatipu,  and  after 
twelve  months'  trial  was 
received  as  a  candidate 
for  the  ministry,  and  at 
once  sent  to  a  Circuit. 
He  has  since  had  two 
appointments  in  Otago. 
two  in  the  Auckland 
Province,  and  has  just 
completed  his  first  3'ear 
in  Waimate.  C^uiet  in 
manner,  but  methixlic 
in  work,  he  has  consid- 
erable force  and  enc^rgv, 
attends  to  all  depart- 
ments of  his  work,  and  as 
a  prcaeh<*r  and  pastor 
grows  in  the  esteem 
and  love  <»f  his  peoph  . 


TlIK    L.ATK   Mk.  CiIVI'MAX.   Wll.LdWr.V. 


Blight,  Waimatl. 


ASHBURTON    CIRCUIT. 

The  formal  organisati<in  of  Methodism  in  Central 
Canterbury  did  not  take  place  until  ten  yeais  after  South 
Cant(»rbury  had  been  occu[»ied.  In  lS7r)-7r>  the  completion 
of  the  railway  made  tiie  district  accessible,  and  the  cutting 
up  of  some  largo  estates  attracted  farmers  thither.  Several 
^lethodist  families  from  Springston  settled  at  Seafield,  and 
Mr.  TrcNurza,  fnun  Hangiora,  at  Wakanui.  At  l-ongbeach, 
Mr.  \V.  IL  Wake,  an  old  Kaiapoi  Methodist,  became 
school  teacher.  At  South  Asliburton,  the  Chapman 
JJrothers  took  up  land,  an  I  Mr.  I^>w  was  appointed  to  the 
public  school.  .Messrs.  Oir  and  Alcoin,  from  the  West 
Coast,  opened  business  prenn'ses  in  the  town.  All  these 
had  been  actixe  Methodists  in  their  former  residences,  and 
their  going  to  Ashburton  County  made  Church  work  there 
practical  and  im- 
perative. Th(? 
first  attempt  was 
made  by  the 
Springston  Cir- 
cuit, which  placed 
Seafield  upon  its 
"  plan,"  and  ap- 
pointed some  of 
its  local  ju'cachers. 
The  District 
Meeting  of  1S7<) 
recom  m  en  d  ed 
that  Ash  hurt  1)11 
should  become  the 
head  of  a  new 
Circuit.  It  also 
resolved  that 
regular  services 
should  be  com- 
menced forthwith 
and  ministers  and 
local    preachers 

volunteered    to     , __ _, 

ijive  help  until  a      Mu.  W.  IIayman,  Waimate! 
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minister  could  be  stationed.  On  November  5th  the 
chairman,  Rev.  J.  Crump,  had  pi-eached  at  the  Ashburton 
Library  in  the  morning  to  about  a  dozen  persons,  and  in 
the    evening    to    twenty-five.     Miss    Stcane    played    the 

harmonium,  Mr.  Taylor  led  the 
singing,  and  Mr.  Trevurza  took 
up  the  collection,  which 
amounted  to  nine  shillings  and 
foarpence.  Other  preachers 
followed,  as  had  been  arranged, 
and  so  good  were  tlie  pros- 
pects that  when  ContVrence 
c;iino  oil  a  married  minister, 
the  Kev.  W.  B.  Marten,  was 
appointed. 


A  Good  Start 


ThF  LaTK  J.  E.    Bl(  IIANAN. 


was  made.  At  an  early  sale 
of  town  sections  in  Ashburton, 
tlnough  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
(J.  Gould,  who  advanced  the 
nioney,  a  qiiarter-acro  church 
site  was  purchased  in  Cameron  Street  for  £5!),  and  half  an 
acre  in  Havelock  Street,  for  parsonage  purposes,  for  £74. 
The  minister  was  heartily  received,  and  soon  a  number  of 
places  were  regularly  supplied,  the  local  preachers  helping 
loyally.  Soon  the  Circuit  began  to  throb  with  life. 
Mr.  N.  Martin,  of  Christchurch,  gratutiously  prepared  the 
plans  both  for  house  and  church.  The  parsonage,  a 
two-storied  building  of  eight  rooms,  was  finished  first,  at  a 
cost  of  £468.  The  church  was  a  commodious  structure, 
51ft.  by  23ft.,  and  the  accepted  tender  £6^)8.  The  memorial 
stone  was  laid  on  October  16th,  by  Alfred  Saunders,  Esq. 
This  was  followed  by  a  soiree  and  public  meeting,  which 
realised  £33.  On  December  30th,  1877,  the  church  was 
opened  by  the  present  writer,  the  services  being  largely 
attended,  and  of  a  very  interesting  character.  The  total 
outlay  in  connection  with  the  two  l)uildings,  and  including 


ASHBrRTOX   CuiRcn. 

the  furniture  of  both f  was  £1600.     Three  hundred  pounds 
//ad   boon    raised,  and    £500    more    were    to  be   pa\d  *\u 
March,      Unfort  una  ttJy 


A  Period  of  Commercial  Depression 

followed,  and  though  the  Circuit  extended,  grave  financial 
difficulties  had  to  be  faced.  But  the  Rev.  W.  KealL  the 
minister  in  charge,  was  not  easily  daunted.  He  at  once 
took  steps  to  i-elieve  the  situation.  Clear  and  definite 
statements  of  accounts  were  printed,  and  an  appeal  made 
for  help.  To  this  there  was  a  generous  response; 
Messrs.  Gould,  Garrick,  and  several  others  in  Christchurch 
gave  handsome  subscriptions,  and  the  resident  members 
exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost.  The  Home  Mission 
also  aided  by  liberal  grants  to  the  Circuit.  In  1S88 
Mr.  Gould  gave,  as  his  subscription  to  the  Loan  Fund,  the 
£500  which  he  held  on  mortgage  of  the  parsonage,  oo 
condition  that  it  should  be  loaned  to  the  Ashburton 
Circuit  without  interest,  and  repaid  within  a  term  of  years. 
The  offer  was  gratefully  accepted,  and  the  arrangcmeDt 
satisfactorily  carried  out.  Such  practical  aympatfajr 
stinmlated  the  con- 
tributions of  the 
members.  Within 
two  or  three  years 
the  debt  was  con- 
siderably reduced, 
and  presently  the 
income  met  the 
expenditure.  Mean- 
time there  had  been 
a  considerable  en- 
largement of  the 
Circuit,  particularly 
to  the  south  of  the 
Ashburton  Kiver, 
and  in  1SS5  a 
second  preaclier  was 
appointed. 

A    New    Site 
Occupied. 

The  first  place 
chosen  for  thechurch 
was  thought  likely 
to  be  in  the  centre 
of  the  town,  but 
population  did  not 
spread  in  that  direction.  The  building,  moreover,  was 
exposed  to  the  full  force  of  the  north-west  gales,  and 
suffered  considerably  therefrom.  After  fourteen  years' 
occupancy  it  was,  therefore,  determined  to  remove.  Half 
an  acre  fronting  Baring  Square,  the  best  and  most 
commanding  site  in  the  town,  was  purchased  for  £*J75.  To 
this,  during  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  S.  Lawry,  the  church 
was  removed,  refitted,  and  made  comfortable  at  a  cost  of 
i'450  more.  A  schoolroom,  38ft.  by  20ft.,  was  also  attached, 
and  subseijuently  class  rooms  added.  A  series  of  financial 
efforts  had  been  made  to  meet  the  outlay,  an<i  a  loan  of 
£:\i)0  was  granted  from  the  Building  Fund.  The  church 
was  re-opened  by  the  Rev.  L.  M.  Isitt,  in  l)eceml>er,  18i»2. 
An  infant  school  is  still  necessary,  and  this  addition  has 
recently  been  sanctioned. 

Two  Country  Churches 

are  also  within  the  present  Circuit  bounds.     In   the  first 

'^•cwv  vil  xVv.  \\\^tovY>  two  acres  were  given  at  Seafield  by 

'^Vv!^s\^.  "t^w-ww^viv^^.^  \sA\^  Vi\i  >\\sA  ^\V.^  ^i.  ^\\Mrch  seating  about 


Rev.  R.  Taylor,  Ashburton, 
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1  unci  red  and  twenty  persons  was  erected.  After  five 
'  trial  it  was  found  that  the  population  of  the 
b<Kirhood  was  declining.  The  building,  which  was 
i^tive   and    comfortable,    was    therefore    removed    to 


uRiox  Pahs«i.\.\<;k. 

anui,  whei(!!  a  half  jure  had  been  presented  by 
E.  Thomas.  The  nMiioval  cost  £100,  and  a  debt  of 
was  discharged  tlirougli  th«>  Fjoan  Fund. 

Greenstreet,  where  services  were  held  in  the 
)Iroom  for  s(mie  years,  half  an  acre  of  land  was 
ted  by  Mr.  J.  Hatty  in  1^1)2.  In  tlie  followin','  year  a 
ch  to  .seat  one  hundred  persons  was  put  u])  at  a  cost  of 
),  Messrs.  (.lood,  Hydes,  and  Aicken  being  among  the 
:  promoters.  A  flO  loan  has  been  since  repaid. 
ithin  the  last  twelve  months  a  preaching  station  has 
opened  at  l*'autit»ld,  where  the  Kr(?ezing  Company  luis 
^lished  its  works,  and  where,  j)robably  in  the  near 
•e,  a  large  industrial  population  will  Ix?  located.  At 
)ld  Men's  Home  in  Ashburton,  servic(»s  have  been  held 
unday  afternoons  for  m«»re  than  twenty  years. 


Past  and  Present. 

rtached  members  and  diligent  ollice-bearers  hav(;  never 
wanting  in  the  Circuit's  history.  Messrs.  H.  Alcorn 
J.  Orr,  with  their  families,  were  among  the  lirst 
als.  They  are  of  the  best  typ(^  of  Irish  Methodists, 
both  hafl  previously  had  experience  of  New  Zealand 
lodism  on  the  West  Coast.  They,  wi-th 
G.  W.  Andrews,  who  came  from  Nelson,  have  always 
willing  to  giv(?  and  work.  Later  on  Messrs.  Uaker, 
^.  Collins,  II.  M.  Jones,  C.  Dixon,  Herryman,  and  the 
J.  E.  Buchanan,  an  abh^  j)rcachcr,  have  taken  a 
ng  part  in  the  various  departments.  There  is  a  well 
iged  and  prosperous  Sunday-school,  and  an  active 
1  of  Hop<\  The  s(M\i((^  of  praise  has  always  received 
',  attention,  and  is  led  by  piano,  organ,  and  a  small 
jistra.  AVhen  first  the  tr)wn  of  Ashburton  was  laid 
ligh  anticipations  were  cherished  respecting  its  future. 
Fis  expecte»d  to  prove  the  Chicago  of  New  Zealand.  All 
)redicti(»ns  have  not  been  fulfilled,  but  it  is  the  centre 
hirgc  and  profluctive  area  of  country,  and  must  become 
.ce  of  gn»at  importance.  During  the  past  two  years  it 
jnt^red  upon  a  new  career  of  prosj)erity.     Houses  have 


been  erected  in  all  directions.  Industries  are  flourishing, 
and  employment  is  plentiful.  It  may  reasonably  he 
expected  that  the  Church  will  also  make  a  decided 
advance. 

The  district  to  the  south  of  the  river  having  been 
constituted  an  independent  Circuit  in  1895,  Ashburton  has 
since  been  under  the  charge  of  (me  minister  only.  There 
are  i\yii  local  preachers,  two  class  leaders,  and  169  Church 
members  have  been  enrolled.  Two  Sunday-schools  have 
thirty  teachei^s  and  226  scholars,  while  the  adherents 
number  660. 

The  Rev.  R.  Taylor,  who  is  just  completing  his  term  in 
the  Circuit,  wjis  converted  in  the  Rochdale  Circuit  of  the 
United  Methodist  Free  Church.  His  first  sermon  was 
preached  in  a  workhouse.  For  a  time  he  was  exceedingly 
discouraged,  but  seeing  a  large  number  of  conversions  under 
his  preaching,  took  heart,  and  entered  the  ministry  in 
1«"^6().  Three  years  liter  he  came  to  New  Zealand,  and 
occupied  the  Waipawa,  W^jstport,  Auckland,  and  Addington 
F.M.  Circuits  in  succession,  spending  an  average  of  over 
four  years  in  each.  In  18S6  be  entered  tiie  Wesleyan 
Church.  Since  then  he  has  spent  ten  years  in  Otago 
Circuits,  viz.,  Milton,  Invercargill,  Gore,  and  South 
I)un(»din.  For  a  year  he  supplied  the  place  of  Mr.  Morley 
in  Christchurch,  while  the  latter  was  engaged  on  behalf  of 
the  Jubilee  Fund.  Well  read  in  theology,  Mr.  Taylor  is  a 
thoughtful  and  practical  preacher,  an  etlicient  pastor,  and 
the  sympatiietic  friend  of  his  people. 


WILLOWBY   CIRCUIT. 

While  the  Ashburton  Circuit  has  a  strong  town  centre, 
Willowby  covers  a  large  farming  district,  in  which  there 
are  villages  only.     Some  of  the   b<^st   features  of   Knglish 


Skktch  ok  Wakaxui  Cmcrch. 


Village  ^lethodism  are  reproduced  there,  such  as  a  goo<l 
staff  of  local  preachers,  whose  ministrations  are  highly 
prize^l ;  attendance  at  u<!.v^Ul\^N>\\\\\N^vN\\vSN*^x^ftsSss^    ^!o;^^*C^^Rk 
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services.  Great  attention  has  also  been  paid  to  family 
religion  and  the  training  of  the  young,  with  the  best 
results. 

Willowby    Itself 

is  centrally  situated  for  working  the  Circuit.  This  writer 
had  the  honour  of  conducting  the  first  public  service  there, 
in  what  was  then  known  as  the  South  Ashburton  School, 
and  was  follow^ed  by  Mfjssrs.  T.  Chapman,  Connal,  Mitchell, 
and  the  lie  v.  W.  Worker.  Services  were  continued  in  the 
same  place  for  above  four  years.  A  small  church,  seating 
100  persons,  was  then  (Mccted  at  a  cost  of  £11)2.  It  was 
opened  by  the  Tlev.  W.  Keall,  on  September  24th,  1882, 
and  tlie  debt  of  £7")  sliortly  afterwards   paid.     Soon  after 


A  Par5onas:e 

became  a  necessity  in  1890,  the  Willowb}'  side  of  what  was 
then  the  Ashburton  Circuit,  having  enjoyed  five  years  of 
probationers'  services.  Three  acres  of  land  were  given  by 
Messi-s.  Chapman  in  a  suitable  position.  Subscriptions  for 
building  and  furnishing  were  taken  up  through  the  Circuit, 
and  a  neat  cottage  home  of  seven  rooms  provided.  The 
Building  Fund  loaned  to  this  enterprise  £.300.  The  three 
Trusts  of  Willowby,  Waterton,  and  Hinds  agreeil  to  repay 
the  same,  and  the  last  instalment  will  shortly  be  in 
hand. 

In  1895  eight  places,  on  the  South  side  of  the  river,  were 
constituted  a  separate  Circuit. 


Willowby  Ciucuit  Quautkrly  Mkhtixi;. 

Back  Row— Messrs  A.  McKcn/io.  J.  Williams.  D.  McKm/ic,  H.  Wills.  E.  lieiibow.  J.  Croy.  W.  Moses.  T.  Whcrltr.  J  Wlu(  I«  r.  Middle  Row  -  H.  (".i.iylnirn. 
H.  Frainpton,  S.  S.  Chapiuan,  Rev,  J.  J.  Mailur,  John  Waisoii,  W.  Kenningtoiii  W.  Harding,  l^ront  Row— R.  Maxwell.  U.  W.  llardiiiK,  W.  Wills, 
Joseph  Watson. 


this  a  great  revival  took  place  under  the  preaching  of  the 
minister  (Rev.  C.  H.  Standage)  and  the  local  preachers. 
There  were  about  eighty  persons  converted,  in  some  cases 
whole  households,  and  most  of  them  remain  steadfast  unto 
this  day.  In  IS^i  the  church  was  enlarged,  forty  additional 
sittings  being  provided.  This  cost  £70,  but  the  whole  was 
raised  by  the  opening  da}^,  when  ngain  the  Rev.  W.  Keall 
preached.  Tn  1893  a  transept  was  added  to  teat  sixty 
persons  more,  at  an  outlay  of  £167.  A  whole  day  was 
given  up  to  the  re  opening.  The  Rev.  W.  Baumber 
preached,  a  gift  auction  was  held  in  the  afternoon,  a  free 
tea  provided  for  allcomers,  and  an  enthusiastic  meeting 
held  in  the  evening.  Not  only  was  the  whole  amount 
needed  for  the  extension  provided,  but  there  was  actually  a 
surplus  of  X25.  The  office-bearers  and  ladies  had  '*a  mind 
to  iho  work/' 


A  Methodist  Patriarch. 

Mr.  T.  G.  Chapman,  born  in  the  early  days  of  the 
century,  and  able  to  remember  Waterloo,  spent  his  last 
days  at  Willowby.  He  came  of  a  good  stock,  his 
grandfather  having  been  a  local  preacher  in  Wesley's  time. 
He  himself  was  converted  in  1827,  and  became  a  local 
preacher  in  the  Ix)Uth  Circuit,  which  had  sixty  places  on 
its  plan.  Roth  there  and  in  Alford,  another  wide  Circuit, 
he  was  very  successful  as  a  class  leader.  Arriving  in  New 
Zealand  about  1862,  he  preached  at  Templeton,  Rolleston, 
and  West  Melton.  After  his  removal  to  Willowby  in 
1874,  he  was  only  able  to  preach  once.  He  was  fond  of 
recalling  sermons  of  the  great  Methodist  preachers  he  had 
heard  in  England.  He  was  something  more  than  a 
rh}  mcstcr,  and  when  oged  and  blind  recited  long  pieces  of 
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poetry.  His  presence  was  a  benediction,  and  "full  of 
days"  he  passed  to  his  rest  only  a  few  years  ago.  His 
mantle  has  fallen  upon  his  son,  Mr.  S.  S.  Chapman,  who  is 
now  a  local  preacher. 


Ruapuna,  and  May  field,  and  notwithstanding  the  long 
distances,  services  are  to  be  held  there  on  two  Sundays 
in  each  month. 


■- 

1 
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MiEBftRH.  C.  W.  Turner,  G.  Goulh,  and  F.  (J.  (Jarrkk. — T)irer  of 
the  principal  Promoters  of  the  Krrrtionof  Durlunn  Sfreef  ('/m//<'/i, 
Chriitt  church. 

Three  Other  Churches 

hav«  been  erected  besides  Willowby.  Services  were 
commenced  at  Ashton,  but  after  some  time  discontinued. 
They  were  resumed  at  what  is  now  known  as  Waterton, 
near  the  I^ngbeiich  Estate,  and  held  in  the  Public 
Library.  A  church  site  had  be(m  ^ivcn  by  Mr.  Clark,  in 
l^<77,  but  apparently  not  used.  Mr.  \V.  Moses  presented 
another  in  1884,  and  in  the  followinf]j  year  a  well  built 
church  arose,  which  cost  £190  and  seats  120  persons.  The 
debt  of  £50  was  discharged  through  the  Loan  Fund.  Thcne 
is  a  steady  congregation  with  a  number  of  young  men. 

At  Hinds  Mr.  James  Dellow  was  the  first  preacher. 
Through  the  energy  of  Messrs.  Bowles,  Norrish,  and  the 
Brothers  Mackenzie,  a  small  sanctuar}',  seating  fifty  persons, 
was  built  and  opened  on  December  IGth,  1887.  Three 
years  later  it  was  almost  doubled  in  size,  the  total  cost  thus 
amounting  to  £130.  The  Loan  Fund  aided  on  each 
occasion,  and  the  debt  was  quickly  discharged. 

During  Mr.  Al)ernethy's  ttTm  a  good  site  was  purchased 
at  Tinwald.  A  substantial  church,  cost  £180,  was  built 
thereon  in  1897.  Dedicatory  services  were  conducted 
by  President  Fairclough.  The  neat  character  of  its 
appointments,  and  the  faultless  manner  in  which  it  is 
kept,  rejoice  the  heart  of  the  preachers,  and  there  is  an 
excellent  congregation.  This  is  the  only  church  in  the 
Circuit  which  has  a  debt,  and  it  is  being  paid  to  the  Ix)nn 
Fund  in  advance. 

Four  Preachins:  Places 

are  also  supplied,  namely,  I^wcliff  every  Sunday  afternoon, 
Winslow  once  a  fortnight,  and  Ealing  and  Hinds  side 
monthly.  As  if  to  show  of  how  much  the  Circuit  is 
capable,  there  has  just  been  transferred  to  it  two  of  the 
strongest     places     from     the     Methven    Home    Mission, 


Capable  and   Willing:  Local   Preachers 

make  it  comparatively  easy  to  supply  the  numerous 
appointments.  They  are  well  distributed,  four  living  in 
Willowby,  two  at  Longbeach,  and  one  each  at  Hinds, 
Ealing,  and  Eiflfelton.  Besides  these  there  is  one  on  trial, 
three  auxiliaries,  and  to  keep  up  the  English  practice,  one 
exhorter.  All  these  are  men  of  sterling  character,  and 
of  their  services  any  Church  may  bo  proud.  There  are 
five  class  leaders,  with  121  Church  members,  and  the  class 
meeting  fellowship  is  highly  prized.  In  four  Sunday -schools, 
with  nineteen  teachers,  there  are  170  scholars,  and  the 
attendants  number  .oOO.  Mrs.  Scott  has  conducted  several 
missions  in  the  Circuit,  and  the  fruit  of  them  remains. 

The  Present  Minister. 

The  llev.  J.  J.  Mather,  who  is  just  completing  his 
three  years'  term,  is  a  Leeds  man.  He  is  a  great  reader, 
an  ardent  politician,  and  a  social  reformer.  Cheery  in 
disposition  and  speech,  he  is  an  effective  and  interesting 
preacher.  In  his  Church  work  he  keeps  well  to  the  old 
lines,  recognises  the  value  of  prayer  meetings,  and  expects 
conversions.  He  is  also  a  capable  Superintendent,  looks 
well  after  the  Trust  properties,  and  works  hard  for  the 
Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Funds.  Hence  his  Circuits 
prosper. 

THE  HOME  MISSION  STATIONS. 

In  addition  to  the  fifteen  Circuits  in  Canterbury,  there 
are  four  Home  Mission  Stations.  Two  of  these  are  in  the 
North;  one  on  the  Peninsula;  and  one  in  the  central 
portion. 

Amberley 

is  a  pleasant  and  healthy  town  of  450  people,  thirty-four 
miles  north  of  Christchurch.  The  Mission  began  at 
LeithHeld,  three  miles  away.  Its  origin  was  largely  owing 
to  Mr.    I>avin's  energy.     Under  the  Public  Works  policy. 


settlement  was 
going  on 
of  team- 


extending,  and   road-making 

F jf *  i  t  h  fi  e  I  d  w  afl  t  h  e  r fso  r  t 

atera    and    otliera. 

In  tN7r»  Mr,  Armi- 

tage  was  nppofnte*! 


Former  St.  Ai.bax's  Cfitrcm  as  Enlarukd. 

there.  He  had  some  ditli:;ulties.  At  Kowhai  only  two 
persons  came  to  the  services.  Unaccustomed  to  horses,  it 
was  .sometimes  a  question  whether  he  or  his  steed  would 
have  the  mastery,     AVorking  diligently,  he  won  his  way 
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l^KV.  J.  J.  Mather. 


and  a  neat  church  was  built  at  Leithfield,  while  he  had 
also  good  attendances  in  the  schoolroom  at  Amberley 
and  elsewhere.  After  his  removal,  supplies  were  sent 
from    Rangiora    Circuit.     In    1880,    on    Mr.    Armitage'a 

recommendation,  and 
with  the  approval  of 
the  District  Chairman, 
Mr.  Rapley  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Mission, 
to  reside  in  Amberley. 
]le  remained  for  six 
years,  and  by  his 
zealous  pastoral 
visits,  attention  to 
his  appointnu^nts,  and 
constant  travelling, 
endeared  himself  to 
all  I  he  residents.  A 
cliurcli  site  was  pur- 
chased in  the  township 
and  a  building  to  seat 
1 20  persons  erected 
thereon,  at  a  cost  of 
.£300.  Two-thirds  of 
this  were  raised,  and 
the  remainder  paid 
afterwards  through  the 
Building  Fund.  The  church  was  opened  on  November 
21st,  188.3,  by  the  Rev.  L.  Hudson.  Mr.  Rapley  also 
established  services  at  Mnson's  Flat,  Cabbages  Tiee  Flat, 
Greta  Valley,  and  secured  the  gift  of  a  church  site  at  Waikari 
from  Mr.  Moore,  of  Glen  mark. 

In  1881,  Amberley  was  attached  to  the  i\aiapoi  Circuit, 
and  the  second  minister  sent  to  reside  there.  After  three 
years  Woodend  wjis  made  the  minister's  lesidence  and  the 
head  of  a  Circuit,  Amberley  still  remaining  conn(»cted 
with  it  until  189().  Meantime  the  P>ible  Christians  had 
established  themselves  at  Waikari,  where  they  had  purchased 
a  house.  They  also  made  it  a  Circuit,  with  ^Medbuiy  and 
other  places.  In  the  plan  of  Methodist  X'nion,  these  were 
united  with  the  Amberley  end.  Mr.  Rnpiey  returned  there, 
and  has  just  completed  a  four  years'  term.  The  District  is 
scattered,  and  the  population  small,  but  services  are  held  at 
Bloomfield    fortnightly  ;    at  Waiknri,   Medbury,  Hurunui, 

Greta  Valley,  Waipara, 
and  Omihi  monthly. 
The  Circuit  suffers  for 
lack  of  local  pieachers. 
There  are  thirty-four 
members,  247  attend- 
ants, and  in  the 
Amberley  Sunday- 
school,  under  seven 
teachers,  seventy-two 
scholars.  With  the 
opening  of  the  railway 
to  Cheviot,  there  will 
be  further  settlement, 
and  the  District  be- 
come much  more  im- 
portant. Mr.  T.  E. 
Price,  a  young  local 
preacher   from    Inver- 

pooi,    has     been     ap- 

Thk  Late  Mr.  R.  Arthir,  Auckland. —     «^:««.^,i„„Af«  ■Po^i^,/^ 
„  o        ■  A    J    t    r    pointeuasMr.  xvapley  s 

far  marn/  years   Sttperinfencient  oj     *  r    .; 

Piff  Sfret't  ^Stnnifi  i/.sch  out.  '       SUCCesSOf, 


Cheviot. 

On  the  acquisition  of  this  estate  by  the  Government  a 
church  site  was  purchased,  and  shortly  afterwards  a  Home 
Missionary  appointed.  The  Primitives  built  a  small 
church  and  sent  a  minister.  Friendly  negotiations  took 
place,  and  their  minister  was  withdrawn,  and  the  church 
purchased  at  a  cost  of  £190.  Unfortunately,  through  lack 
of  men  and  stringency  of  means,  no  Home  Missionary  has 
been  appointed  for  the  last  eighteen  months.  With  the 
increasing  prosperity  of  the  neighbourhood,  it  is  eminently 
desirable  it  should  be  promptly  taken  up  again. 


Little  River 

is  the  head  of  the  Mission  station  on  Banks'  Peninsula. 
Tn  18SS  the  l\vv.  W.  Ready,  Bible  Christian,  opend 
a  mission  there,  and  built  a  church  to  seat  100  pei*sons. 
The  next  year  he  was  followed  by  Mr.  Quintrell,  and  a 
cottage  of  four  rooms  erected.  Since  then  it  has  been 
occupied  by  a  Home  Missionary.  Services  are  lield  there 
twice  each  Jjord's  Day,  and  every  fortnight  at  Okain's  Tay 
and  two  other  places.  There  are  twenty  memlwrs,  thirty 
child  I  en  in  the  Sunday-school,  and  150  attendants. 
Mr.  C.  Palk,  an  experienced  local  preacher,  formerly 
resident  in  Victoiin,  is  in  charge. 


RL'AITNA    FKKAriNXG    PlACF. 

Methven   Mission 

comprises  an  extensive  an^a  betw<»en  the  l^eston  ami 
Ashburton  Circuits,  and  stretches  from  the  mountains  to 
the  coast.  Twenty-three  years  ago  a  church  site  was 
purchased  at  K-ikaia,  and  one  given  at  Cherisey.  Shortly 
after  the  He  v.  T.  F.  Jones,  recently  arrived  from  England, 
was  located  as  Home  Missionary  at  Bakaia.  Unfortunately, 
after  a  few  months'  labour,  he  was  withdrawn.  Occasional 
services  were  held  there,  and  at  Chertsey  and  Met  liven,  by 
local  preachers  from  Ashburton.  In  iSST,  on  the 
initiati<m  of  that  Circuit,  Mr.  J.  Allison  was  sent  as 
Home  Missionary  to  reside  at  Methven.  He  was  succeede<l 
by  Messrs.  Armstrong,  liapley,  and  Clark.  At  Newtown 
village  settlement  a  site  was  given  by  Mr.  W.  Stevens  in 
1890,  and  a  Mission  Hall  to  seat  sixty  persons  built.  It 
prospered  exceedingly,  and  a  good  Sunday-school  and 
Band  of  Hope  were  established.  Four  years  later  the 
building  wa«i  enlarged  to  double  tiie  size.  Two  years 
since  it  was  removtxl  to  the  site  at  Rakaia,  £150  ix?ing 
thus  spent  in  all.  The  long  distances  to  be  travelled  by 
\\\^  ^lX^'a^o\Av\.x'^  ^  V\^  d\?.tt\^^  being  more  than  fifty  miles  ia 
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length,  and  the  number  of  places  to  be  supplied,  has 
prevented  concentration  of  labour.  The  district  has  also 
sufifered  from  removal  of  prominent  members,  and  lack  of 
local  preachers.  The  last  Conference  transferred  two 
of  its  places  to  Willowby.  Services,  however,  are  conducted 
at  Methven  and  Rak.iia  weekly ;    at  Lauriston,  Chertsey, 


Staveley  and  Mount  Somers,  fortnightly  ;  at  High  Bank 
every  other  Sunday,  and  the  Forest  once  a  month.  In  the 
whole  of  these  there  are  sixty-nine  members,  and  500 
persons  hear  the  Gospel.  It  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  A.  C. 
Randerson,  the  grandson  of  an  English  Circuit  minister, 
who  had  also  served  as  a  missionary  in  the  West  Indie?*. 


Ministers  Attending  the  Canterbury  District  Synod,  Timaru,  1895. 

Front  Row— Revs.  P.  W.  Fairclough,  C.  Grittin.  Second  Row —Revs.  C.  Porter,  F.  VV.  Isitt,  J.  S.  Smalley,  J.  A.  Luxford, 
W.  Morley  (Chairman),  C.  Abernethy,  S.  J.  Garlick.  Third  Row — Revs.  C.  H.  Standage,  D.  J.  Murray  (Secretary), 
J.  Dellow.  Fourth  Row— Revs.  W.  J.  Klliott,  C.  E.  Beecroft,  T.  G.  Hrooke,  H.  R.  Dewsbury,  A.  C.  Lawry,  W.  G.  Parsonson, 
C.  C.  Harrison. 
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^^    CANTERBURY  AND  CONNEXIONALISM     ^^ 


fjfllOM  the  ]>re\i()iis  ])ao:ea  it  will  be  seen  that 
6  Christchuich  City  and  suburbs  havx  been  for  many 
years  a  stroiii;  crntre  of  th(»  Churcli.  Within  easy 
distance  mo  a  nnnilxr  of  strong  Circuits,  and  in  these 
there  aic  always  icsidcMit  ministers  of  standing  and 
expeiience.  In  these  Circuits  tliere  have  also  b(»en  from 
the  outset  a  number  of  large-hearted,  far-sighted,  and 
liberal  laymen.  They  have  never  yielded  to  a  parochial 
spirit,  but  sought  the  good  of  the  Church  as  a  whole. 
Hence  Christ  church  has  become  the  location  of  some 
important  departments  of  Connexional  work,  and 
Committees  charged  witli  important  duties  have  been 
from  time  to  time  appointed  there.  Foremost  of  these, 
and  most  widespread  in  its  influence,  is 

THE  CHURCH  BUILDING  AND 
LOAN  FUND. 

Within  the  past  half  century  several 
organised  Churches  have  established 
Funds  under  this  name.  It  was  found 
that  while  congregations  can  maintain 
their  ministry,  they  have  ditHculty  in 
meeting  the  expenditure  for  building. 
Wise  and  generous  men  have  therefore 
subscribed  c<msiderable  sums  to  form  a 
Fund,  from  which  loans  without  interest 
may  be  granted,  repaid  by  instalments 
during  a  term  of  years,  then  loaned 
again,  and  so  on  ati  injinitum. 

The  Bishop  of  Londcm  has  such  a 
fund  to  meet  the  ever-increasing  demands 
of  the  Metropolis.  Under  the  inspiration 
of  the  lie  v.  W.  Arthur,  and  the  late 
Sir  F.  Lycett,  the  English  Wesleyan 
Church  raised  a  large  sum  for  the  same 
purpose.  It  has  also  two  general  funds, 
one  for  the  relief  of  debts,  with  a  capital 
of  £46,000,  and  another  for  erections 
with  £50,115,  and  smaller  funds  for 
Scotland  and  Wales.  The  late  C.  H.  Spurgeon  induced 
the  Baptist  Chuiches  of  England  to  form  one  to  aid  weak 
churches.  In  n(»\v  colonies  such  funds  are  even  more 
necevssary  than  in  the  Mother  Country.  In  Victoria, 
formerly,  State  Grants  were  made  to  all  the  churches. 
Part  of  the  amount  thus  obtained  was  funded,  and  with  a 
yearly  collection  in  each  congregation,  a  capital  of 
X.'59, 151  has  been  accumulated.  A  special  Jubilee  Fund  of 
ct*  1 2,700  was  also  raised,  and  is  administered  on  similar 
lines.  In  New  South  Wales  a  Loan  Fund  was  formed  by 
subscriptions  in  the  early  days,  which  has  a  capital  of 
£'11,228.  The  late  llev.  W.  Schofield  left  to  the  Church 
£'26,000j  which  forinH  a  iree  and  perpetual  Loan  Fund 
bearintr  his  name.  Tn  South  Australia  and  TasnxaiVva. 
similar  Funds  have  been  inaufifurated. 


Mr.  C.  W.  Tcrner. 


Orisrin  of  the  New  Zealand  Fund. 

After  some  years  of  futile  discussion,  the  Conference  of 
1882  formed  a  Committee,   consisting  of  Messrs.   Harris, 
J.  W.  Smith,  H.  Overton,  and  I.  Wilson,  with  this  writer, 
for   the   purpose  of  enquiry  as   to  the  working  of   these 
Funds,    and  the  best   means   of  establishing   one  in   this 
Colony.     In    1883,   on    the  Committee's   recoramendation, 
endorsed    by  the   District   Meetings,  a  scheme   was  fully 
launched.     An  inaugural  meeting  was  held  at  Pitt  Sttert 
Church,  when  £1080  were  piomised.    The  Rev.  W.  Moikr 
was  elected  General  Secretary,   with  a  young  minister  as 
his    assistant.       During    the    twelve     months    following, 
Mr.    Morley    visited    every    Circuit,    and    almost    every 
preaching    station,    travelling   from   the 
Bay  of  Lslands  in  the  North  to  Riverton 
in  the  Scmth.     He  also  gave  lecturer  to 
meet  the  initial  expenditure.       The  aim 
was    to   raise   £10,000   by   suV^scriptions 
payable  within  two  years.       Upwards  of 
£0000  were  promised,  but  times  of  com- 
mercial   depression   came.      However,  in 
three  years,    £5947    were    paid    in.      To 
this  was  added  £(S3  from  the  Auckland 
District   Jubilee    Fund.      A    few    ^^ears 
later  Conference   voted  £1500   from   the 
Kmsly    Bequest.       Subsecjuently,    £1000 
from   the   Jubilee    Fund    was    added,    so 
that   the  capital    now  stands  at  £8,571. 
By  collections   made  in  coniieciion  with 
the  Secretary's  tour,  small  Fees  on  Loans 
granted,  and  of  late  years  contributions 
from  Trusts  for   Working   Expenses,  the 
cost  of    management  has  been    met.     It 
was  found  after  a  while  that  thei*e   were 
some    cases    which,     under    the  ordinary 
rules  could  not  be  helped.     But  so  great 
was    the    need,    and    so     manifest    the 
advantages,  that  in  the  Jubilee  movement 
of  1890  a  further  effort  was  made  part  of  that  scheme,  and 
^'i^.lO  voted.     This  is  the  capital  of  a  special  branch,  from 
which    the   Committee  is   authorised    to  purchase  sites   in 
new    districts,   and   to  aid   in    the  extinction   of  stagnant 
<iebts. 

How  it  has  Worked. 

During  th3  years  of  its  operation,  towards  the 
enlargement  or  erection  of  churches,  a  sum  of  £11,917 
has  been  loaned,  and  Jg8393  towards  the  liquidation  of 
debt  For  the  erection  of  parsonages,  £5638  has  been 
advanced,  and  £1635  more  towards  the  payment  of  debts 
thereon.  The  erection  of  schoolrooms  has  also  been  aided  to 
\.\v^  wK\owxv\i  c>i  ^\?>*1Q.  TWre  has  therefore  been  loaned  in 
o\\   ^l^^^yTi^  ot   w^^wxVn  iovxx  Mvs\«ei  \)Bvfc  Q».YkX».L    Of  this 
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£21,680,  or  nearly  three  times  the  Capital,  has  been  repaid 
in  sixteen  years.  In  addition  to  this,  the  special  branch  has 
loaned  during  the  past  eight  years  £2555,  and  of  this  £792 
has  been  repaid.  Hov  widely  its  operations  have  extended 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  out  of  275  churches,  100  have  been 

assisted,  and  43  out  of 
88  parsona^^es  have 
had  loans.  Only  two 
Circuits  and  two 
Home  Missions  in 
the  whole  Cjlony 
are  to  be  found 
which  have  not  par- 
ticipated in  the  ad- 
vantages. At  present 
99  loans  of  the 
General  Fund,  and 
24  of  the  Special 
Branch,  are  current. 
What  relief  it  has 
afforded  cannot  be 
told.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  its  opera- 
tions the  rate  of 
interest  was  almost 
double  that  at 
present  charged. 
Large  suras  were 
raised  locally  to  meet  the  loans,  and  it  was  estimated  some 
years  since  that  X2000  was  saved  in  interest  yearly.  In 
the  commercial  depression  of  ten  years  since  several 
churches  must  have  been  abandoned  but  for  help  given. 
In  1887  debts  on  trust  properties  were  reported  to  be 
24J  per  cent,  of  the  first  cost.  Since  then,  additions  have 
been  made  to  the  property  averaging  about  £7800  per 
annum,  but  the  ratio  of  debt  now  is  only  14 J  per  cent,  the 
difference  being  largely  due  to  this  Fund.  A  further 
advantage  is  that  its  benefits  are  perennial.  No  sooner 
are  instalments  repaid  than  they  are  again  advanced  to 
other  enterprises. 

Officers  of  the  Fund. 

A  lay  and  clerical  Treasurer  are  appointed.  For  the 
first  ten  yeare  of  its  working  Mr.  C.  W.  Turner  was 
the  courteous,  efficient,  and  very  helpful  lay  Treasurer. 
Mr.  Tui^ner  came  to  New  Zealand  about  forty-five  years 
since.  At  once  identifying  himself  with  the  Church,  he 
was  soon  appointed  to  office,  and  made  secretary  of  the 
Quarterly  Meeting.  In  the  Christchurch  Circuit  he  was 
on  several  occasions  one  of  the  Stewards.  From  the 
beginning  he  has  been  a  Trustee  of  Durham  Street  and 
St.  Albans.  He  was  also  the  capable  Superintendent 
of  St.  Albans  School  for  a  considerable  period.  But  his 
services  in  connection  with  the  Loan  Fund  call  for  special 
recognition.  His  great  sympathy  with  Church  extension, 
full  acquaintance  with  connexional  rules,  and  clear 
perceptions,  greatly  aided  in  placing  it  on  a  sound  basis. 
With  the  care  of  a  large  mercantile  undertaking  on  his 
shoulders,  he  was  ever  i-eady  to  give  time  and  thought 
to  this  department  of  Church  work. 

On  Mr.  Turner's  retirement  in  1893,  Mr.  W.  Harris  was 
unpointed  his  successor,  and  this  proved  to  be  an  equally 
wise  selection.  Mr.  Harris  is  a  native  of  London,  and 
came  to  Canterbury  more  than  forty  years  ago.  By 
industry  and  unusual  aptitude  and  judgment^  he  has  taken 


a  high  position  in  the  city.  In  addition  to  his  ordinary 
business,  he  is  now  a  Director  of  the  Canterbury  Tramway 
Company,  the  Kaiapoi  Woollen  Company,  and  Chairman  of 
the  Christchurch  Mutual  Building  and  Investment  Society. 
In  the  Church  he  has  been  equidly  active,  and  held  all  its 
offices  except  those  of  class  leader  and  local  preacher.  To 
this  Fund  he  has  given  time  and  thought  without  stint. 
A  member  of  tiie  Committee  from  the  beginning,  no  man  is 
better  acquainted  with  its  working.  JBe  is  possessed 
of  full  information  respecting  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Church  properties,  and  his  large  experience  enable]^  him  to 
point  out  the  best  way  of  helping  embarrassed  Trusts, 
while  his  sympathies  are  with  the  most  needy. 

With  the  exception  of  one  year,  the  office  of  Secretary 
has   been   filled   by  the  Editor  of   this   volume.      As   a 
minister  of  the  New  Zealand  Church  for  thirty-six  years,  it 
has  been  strongly  urged  that  some  account  should  appear 
herein  of  his  public  career.     He  gives  this  with  diffidence, 
quoting  from  an  article  which  appeared  in  The  Advocate  on 
the  consummation  of  Methodist  Union.     A  native  of  the 
County  of  Notts,  England,  he  owes  much  to  the  training 
and  example  of  godly  parents.     Converted  as  a  youth,  he 
preached  his  first  sermon  before  he  was  eighteen,  and  two 
years   later   was   received   by  the   British    Conference   as 
a  candidate  for  the  ministry.     Arriving  in  New  Zealand  in 
February,  1864,  he  was  stationed  at  Waiuku,  then  part  of 
the  Manukau  Circuit.   Three  years  were  spent  in  Wanganui, 
two    in    Lyttelton,   and   twenty  three   more   in   the  four 
principal  cities ;   a  second  term  being  served  in  Auckland, 
Wellington,  and  Christchurch  (Durham  Street).     He  was 
early   employed    in   oflicial  work,   and    has   been  greatly 
honoured  by  his  brethren.     For  twenty  years  he  has  filled 
the  office  of  Chairman  of  Districts,  was  four  times  Secretary 
of  the  Conference,  and  twice  Pi*esident.    Elected  a  member 
of  the  eight  General  Conferences  of  the  Church,  he  was 
chosen    President    in     1894,    and     occupied     the    chair 
Huiing     the     historic     debate    which     resulted    in     the 
Plan  of  Methodist  Union  being  decided  upon.     Visiting 
England  in  1888,  he 
was  appointed  Repre- 
sentative to  the  Bri- 
tish Conference,  and 
three  years  later  was 
a    member     of     the 
Ecumenical    Confer- 
ence at  Washington, 
U.S.A.       For     ten 
years    he     was    the 
Secretary  of  a  Com- 
mittee charged  with 
the  revision   of   the 
Model     Deed,     and 
on  its   report   being 
accepted  in  1884,  the 
present    legal     basis 
of  the   Australasian 
Churches  was  settled. 
Respecting  his  ordi- 
nary   ministry,    the 
Advocate     article 
states:    "He  has  ever  maintained  a  high  sense   of   the 
honour  and  responsibility  of  preaching  the  Gospel.      While 
all  other  parts  of  his  work  receive  QA!wt<5Ll\5!S.  \i^X'e^^iwss2B«!L^Ns^a. 
beat  tViwittViX.  \»»  \i«eii  ^nw^  \ft  >^^  ^n^^xx..  ^  ^'^^!!±. 
teatut^ol\\%mVaM.Xx3  >».  V>^>^  ---^  ^^r^^ 


Mr.  E.  C.  Brown. 
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has  been  rich  in  conversions,  ann  in  all  parts  of  the  Colony 
the  fruits  of  his  powerful  and  effective  preaching  are  to  be 
found.     As  a  past-or  and  friend  his  influence  is  widespread 

and  far-reaching. 
His  counsel  and  aid 
have  been  sought 
by  persons  in  every 
class  of  society,  and 
especially  by  his 
brethren  in  the 
ministry,  his  advice 
being  freely  sought 
and  obtained."  In 
inserting  this  too 
gonenms  estimate, 
th(»  Editor  asks  per- 
nii.ssif)n  to  say  that 
the  highest  honour 
of  his  life  was  his 
call  to  the  Christian 
ministry,  and  while 
many  connexional 
duties  have  bee'n 
laid  upon  him,  his 
greatest  joy  is  found 
in  preaching  and 
pastoral  work. 
Morloy  as  Principal  of 
W.    Baumbor   oOicientlv 


Mr.  J.  C.  Pridhok. 

During  the  year  spent  by  Mi 
Three  Kings  College,  the  Rev. 
filled  the  office  of  Secretary. 


Duties  of  the  Committee. 

By  resolution  of  the  Conference,  the  Committee  consists 
of  four  ministers  and  four  laymen,  nominated  by  the 
Canterbury  District  Synod.  Those  first  appointed  weie 
the  Revs.  Crump,  Best,  Simmonds,  and  the  Secretary, 
with  Messrs.  Turner,  Harris,  E.  C.  Muuldey,  and 
J.  W.  Smith.  To  this  Committee  there  has  been  now 
entrusted,  not  only  the  granting  of  loans  and  the 
management  of  the  Funds,  but  all  (juestions  as  to 
acquisition,  sale,  and  extended  leases  of  Trust  properties. 
All  erections,  enlargements,  and  alterations  of  churches, 
schoolrooms,  and  parsonages,  require  to  receive  the 
Committee's  sanction.  It  is  also  directed  to  receive  and 
consider  the  annual  report  of  the  General  Secretary  of 
Church  Property,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  Conference 
with  its  own  observations  thereon. 

For  the  transaction  of  its  business,  frequent  and  lengthy 
meetings  are  necessary.  No  Committee  of  the  Church 
works  more  intelligent!}'  or  patiently,  many  hours  being 
devoted  to  their  work  every  month.  The  present  members 
are  the  Revs.  Baumber,  Lee,  Bull,  and  the  Secretary, 
with  Messrs.  Harris,  Blackwell,  R.  W.  England,  and 
C.  E.  Salter.  The  late  Mr.  I).  H.  Brown,  with 
Messrs.  J.  Orr  and  G.  Bowron,  have  also  served  on  the 
Committer?. 


THE    JUBILEE    FUND. 

In   1890  the  Jubilee  of   the  Colony   and    that   of   the 
Colonial  Methodist  Church   w(»re   observed.     It  was   felt 
f'hat  such  an  occasion  .should  not  pass   without  gr^teixA 
acknowleflgement  of  the  mercies  of  Ood,   and  a  »u\U\)Vci 
inemdrUl  of   the   beueTitu   received.     Resolutions    oi   tV\ft 


Conference  declared  that  the  objects  to  bo  sought  by  the 
Jubilee  movement  should  bo  the  grateful  recognition  <rf 
God's  goodness  to  the  Church  during  the  half  century  of 
its  history ;  the  deepening  of  spiritual  life  ;  the  promotion 
of  a  better  understanding  of  its  doctrines  and  institutions: 
and  the  formation  of  a  Jubilee  Fund  by  way  of  a  thank 
offering.  The  amount  aimed  at  was  £15,000,  of  which  it 
was  proposed  that  part  should  be  invested  for  the  Home 
Mission  Fund,  the  interest  to  be  used  in  aggressive  work ; 
the  formation  of  a  special  branch  of  the  Loan  Fund  to 
relieve  embarrassed  Trusts,  and  acquire  sites  in  new 
townships  ;  and  the  increase  of  the  capitfl,l  of  the  onlinary 
Loan  P'und  to  £10,000. 


The  lnaus:uration  of  the  Fund 

took  place  at  the  Christchurch  Conference  of  L**90, 
when  a  whole  day  was  given  up  to  the  purpose.  An 
appropriate  sermon  was  delivered  in  the  morning  by  the 
Rov.  W.  J.  Watkin,  Ex-President,  and  in  the  afternoon  a 
largely  attended  meeting  for  religious  experience  was  held 
in  Durham  Street  Church,  which  was  filled  with  eld 
meml)ers.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  t^a  meeting  with  a 
thousand  persons  in  attendance,  and  the  nett  proceeds 
were  £70.  This  was  followe<l  by  a  crowded  public 
meeting,  when  a  hallowed  feeling  prevailed,  and  generous 
gifts  were  promised. 


A  Gigantic  **PIan.*' 

!Mr.  Morley,  being  appointed  Secretary,  was  instructed 
to  prepare  a  plan  of  services  and  meetings  to  be  held  in 
churches  and  preaching  places  throughout  the  Colony. 
It  wjis  published  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  and  covered 
nearly  three  pages  folio.  By  it  arrangements  were  made 
for  meetings  in  every  Circuit,  and  each  church  therein, 
and  for  the  attendance  of  deputations  ;  also  for  special 
sermons  and  addresses  by  the  Secretarv  himself,  stretching 
from  April    l.'Uh,    1800,' to  February 'l 0th,   1H91.     A  list 


jFiRsT  Wkslkvan  Chtrch,  High  Sthkkt,  CiiRisTrnrucii,  i\  istH 

(The    Imildiof^   to   the   right,    viith   8(iiiare  wiii<low8,    is   iht- 
original  chnrch,  as  enlarged.) 

{From  Sketch  I'indly  lrnf  fnj  Mr.  J.  .17.  H^hirot'd.) 

of    the    Jubilee    Committee    in    each    Circuit,     and    the 

U^Ti'iiMv^vft  and  secretaries  of  the  same,  was  added.     The 

wcLVCv^i*  ol  ^v^^<:\\vv%  «i.yA  ^^'j^^k^^^  \\viladed    the  principal 
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laymen.  The  list  of  promises  made  at  the  inaugural 
meeting  amounting  to  X690  was  also  appended.  If 
Dominie  Sampson's  favourite  exclamation  **  Prodigious " 
was  not  applied  to  the  "  Plan,"  it  was  at  least  gigantic. 
The  arrangements  were  loyally  carried  out.  President 
I-.ewis  threw  himself  heartily  into  the  movement,  and  by 
voice  and  p(^n  advocated  it.  The  most  successful  Circuit 
meeting  was  that  held  in  Wesley  Church,  Wellington,  at 
which  £620  were  promised.  That  Circuit  kept  the  place 
of  honour  in  the  contributions.  The  meetings  throughout 
were  signalised  by  recalling  memories  of  the  past,  and  were 
also  seasons  of  fellowship  and  spiritual  refreshment,  such  as 
can  never  be  forgotten. 


Treasurers  of  the  Fund. 

Mr.  K.  C.  r.rown,  the  first  Treasurer,  is  a  native  of  the 
County  of  Somerset.      He  arrived    in 
New     Z-.Nihind     about     thirty    years 
since,  and   after  spending  some   time 
in    the    Leeston   district   removed    to       I 
L3'ttekon.     There  he  chnoted  himself 
diligently  to  Church    work,  and   was       l 
an  active  and  successful  Sunday-school       I 
teacher.     In   St.  Albans    for  several 
years  subsecjuently  he  was  the  beloved       | 
and  able  Sunday-school   Superintend-       I 
ent.      He    was  also   electerl    the  first 
Lay  Presi<lent  of  the  North  Canter- 
bu.-y  Sunday  School    l^nion,  of  which 
he  is  still  an  ardent  supporter.       For 
four    years    he    etliciently    filled    the       ! 
otfice,  when  piessure  of  other  duties 
compelled  him  to  resign.  I 

His  pla(M;  was    taken    in    1S94  by       • 
Mr.  J.  C.  Prudhoe.      Mr.   Prudhoe  is       ' 
a     native    of    Northumberland,    and 
came  to  Christchurch  as  a  child.     Of 
the  Durham  Street  Sunday-school  he 
was  successively  scholar,  teacher,  and 
then  for  some  years  Superintendent. 
He  has  also  served  as  Circuit  Steward 
on  two  occasions,  and  is  a  Trustee  of       i 
the  Church. 


satisfaction  of  aiding  needy  places  in  other  parts  of  the 
Colony.  Besides  this,  it  has  been  able  to  help  in  a  special 
way  for  over  thirty  years  past.  In  1865  the  Australasian 
Conference  resolved  that  the  P'oreign  Mission  grants  to 
the  Southern  District  (which  then  included  all  the 
Provinces  except  Auckland  and  Taranaki)  should  coase  in 
four  years.  Two  thousand  pounds  were  voted  for  that 
term  in  grants  on  a  sliding  scale,  from  £800  to  £200.  The 
Distiict  was  rapidly  growing,  and  new  Circuits  were  being 
formed.  It  would  have  been  easy  to  vote  the  whole  6f  the 
sum  granted,  but  led  by  such  laymen  as  Messrs.  Gould  and 
Turner,  it  was  resolved  to  raise  larger  local  contributions, 
and  invest  one-half  of  this  amount,  from  which  interest 
should  be  perpetually  available.  This  was  carried  out,  and 
the  Rev.  ,1.  IJuller,  Messrs.  Gould  and  Turner  were 
appointed  Trustees.  They  have  been  succeeded  by 
Mr.  W.  Harris  and  the  writer.     From  this  investment  an 

average  of  mc>re  than  £70  per  annum 

has  since  been   paid,  or  over  £2000 

j       in  all,  and   the  principal  sum  is  still 

intact. 


Results. 

Tlie  final  accounts  of  the  Fund,  as  

presented  to  the  Conference  of  1900, 

showed     the     total     receipts     to     be      ^^^''  C-  ^-  Garland. 

£9138.       Of     this     amount,    £3I4:{ 

were,  according  to  the  express  wish  of  the  donors,  devoted 

to  the  reduction  of  Trust  debts.      A  further  sum  of  JB^.^oO 

was  abided  to  the  capital  of  the  Loan  Fund,  £1000  given  to 

th?»  Home  Mission  Fund  for  investment,  and  £'Jo  to  Foreign 

Missions.     As   the  effort    was    made    during    a    period    of 

general  depression,  this  wjis  thought  to  be  highly  successful. 

HOME  MISSIONS. 

While  the  management  of  the  Home  Mission  Fund  has  its 
headquarters  in  Auckland,  Canterbury  District  has  always 
supported  its  claims,  and  contributed  liberally  thereto. 
For  many  years  the  contributions  from  the  Circuits  have 
aggregated  a  larger  amount  than  from  any  other  District. 
As  the  claimant  Circuits  and  Home  Mission  St-ations  have 
aho    been    fewer  in   number,    the   District  has   had   the 


CONTINGENT    FUND. 

Th(»  Contingent  Fund  was  formed 
at  the  first  N(jw  Zealand  Conference 
held  in  1871.  Up  to  that  time 
orticial  expenses  were  paid  out  of  the 
Home  Mission  Fund.  The  new  Fund 
wjis  formed  for  the  object  of  meeting 
specifically  such  necessary  charges 
as  Ministers  travelling  to  District 
Synods ;  otHcial  members  attending 
Annual  and  General  Conference  :  the 
printing  of  the  Minutes  :  part  cost  of 
supplies  in  sickness ;  and  other 
similar  iteirs.  The  amount  required 
is  raised  by  a  pro  rata  levy  on  the 
income  of  the  several  Circuits,  after 
(le(?ucting  a  nn'nimum.  During  the 
first  two  years  the  Treasuiers  rc^sided 
in  Wellington  :  the  late  Mr.  J. 
Nancarrow  being  associated  with  the 
writer.  Since  1870  the  management 
has  been  located  in  Christchurch,  and 
Mr.  Hairis  during  the  whole  of  that 
period  has  filled  the  otlice  of  Lay 
Treasurer,  the  Superintendent  of 
Durham  Street  being  generally  as- 
sociated with  him.  The  ordinary 
income  for  l^9\)  was  about  £810. 


UNION  THANKSGIVING  FUND. 

On  the  consummation  of  Methodist  I'nion  in  1800,  it 
was  resolved  that  a  Fund  should  be  raised  for  meeting  the 
special  exp(Miditure  which  was  necessary.  It  was  agreed 
that  on  a  given  Sunday  half  the  collections  throughout  the 
Colony  should  be  devoted  thereto.  Public  meetings,  with 
collections  for  the  same  purpose,  were  also  recommended. 
Of  the  proceeds,  one-fourth  w^as  to  be  devoted  to  the 
Home  Mission  Fund  for  special  grant.s  during  three  years, 
an  equal  proportion  to  the  Loan  Fund,  and  the  remaining 
50    per    cent,    to    nee<ly    Circvivt*     ort     Q^\>ax^^^.  "^xxis^^. 

^ome\,YvVtv^    uvov^    'cWi   S^^^o^  ^^  ^^^'^^^^  ^^ 


408 


THE  HISTORY  OF  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


Canterbury  District  contributed  more  than  one-half.  There 
was  paid  for  Parliamentary  expenses  in  connection  with 
the  Methodist  Union  Bill  XI 70.  Le<;]jal  expcMises  in  a 
contastecJ  case  absorbed  £150  more.  Grants  in  aid  were 
made  to  the  Christchurch  Souih  and  St.  Albans  Circuits 

of  £100  in  all.  The 
following  Trusts  were 
also  helped,  namely, 
former  Bible  Chris- 
tian Churches  (Ix)wer 
High  Street,  Kaiapoi, 
Prebbleton,  Belfast) ; 
United  Free  Method- 
ist (Napier,  Willow- 
bank,  and  Pitt  and 
^'  i  n  c  e  n  t  Street, 
Auckland);  £'2U 
being  thus  expended. 
Mr.  G.  Bowron,  who 
luul  been  a  prominent 
meniber  of  the  St. 
Asaph  Street  Church, 
and  who  helped 
materially  in  promot- 
ing the  Union  and 
raising  the  funds, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Blackwell.  J.P.  was  the  Treasurer. 


CENTURY  COMMEMORATION  FUND. 

Falling  into  line  with  the  Methodist  Churches  throughout 
the  world,  the  Conference  of  1H99  resolved  that  special 
services  should  be  held  to  commemorate  the  close  of  the 
Nineteenth,  and  the  opening  of  the  Twentieth  century.  It 
was  proposed,  by  special  c{mtributi()ns,  to  remove  some  of 
the  present  liabilities  of  the  Connexion,  and  prepare  for 
larger  usefulness  in  the  future.  It  was  therefore  directed 
that  lectures  on  the  History  of  th(»  Church,  with 
Evangelistic  Missions,  and  Thanksgiving  services,  should 
be  held  throughout  the  Colony.  It  was  also  agreed  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  £60,000  from  the  same  number  of 
persons,  as  a  thank  offering  to  be  devoted  to  Church  work. 
The  purposes  to  which  this  was  to  be  devoted  were  specified 
to  be  the  liciuidation  of  all  Trust  debts,  amounting  to 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  sum  ;  the  renewal  of  Tluee  Kings 
College  ;  £'.3000  for  the  Home  Mission  Fund  ;  an  ecjual 
sum  towards  building  {)arsonages  in  Circuits  and  Home 
Mission  Stations  :  £1000  each  as  the  nucleus  of  a  fund  to 
aid  necessitous  local  pre:ichers,  the  liquidation  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  debt,  the  Insurance  Fund,  and  the 
Advocate.  It  was  also  proposed  to  set  aside  £2000  for 
starting  a  Children's  Home  and  Orphanage.  The  Central 
Committee  of  ^lanagement  meets  in  Christchurch.  The 
Rev.  C.  H.  Garland,  who  wiis  appointed  Travelling  and 
General  Secretary  of  the  Fund,  is  a  native  of  London, 
where  his  father  was  for  many  years  the  agent  of  the 
Wesleyan  Seamen's  Mission,  and  did  excellent  work. 
Mr.  Garland  himself  received  his  training  at  the  Headingley 
and  Handsworth  Colleges,  and  came  to  New  Zealand  in 
18S1.  His  first  Circuit  was  Northern  Wairoa,  and  he  h?is 
since  laboured  in  St.  Albans,  Auckland  (Pitt  Street), 
Cambridge,  Wanganui,  and  New  Plymouth  Circuits.  A 
diligent  student^  a  oreac!}er  of  more  than  ordinary  gifts, 
exceedingly  social,  and  an  effective  platform  speaker ,  \\e  \ft 
well  fitted  to  undertake  this  work.  He  is  HpecmW^ 
instructed  by  the  Conference  to  aim  at  cWvectty  Hp\vvUm\ 
results  as  well  as  raising  the  Fund. 


The  I^y  Treasurer  is  Mr.  G.  H.  Blackwell,  J.P. 
Mr.  Blackwell  hails  from  Leamington,  and  has  resided  in 
the  Colony  for  about  thirty-eight  years.  For  the  greatt^r 
part  of  the  time  he  has  had  a  successful  business  as  general 
storekeeper  in  Kaiapoi,  where  he  has  occupied  civic 
positions  with  great  acceptance.  He  is  now  also  Chairman 
of  Directors  of  the  Kaiapoi  Woollen  Company,  For  many 
years  he  was  Circuit  Steward,  and  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Moxham,  has  probably  been  electrd  Representative 
to  more  Annual  and  General  Conferences  than  any  other 
layman.  His  natural  shrewdness,  courtesy,  and  clear- 
headedness make  him  a  most  useful  men)bor  of  the  highest 
Court  of  the  Church.  With  the  Rev.  H.  P>ull  as  his 
co-Trfasurer,  the  Fund  is  in  very  capable  hands.  The 
Conference  of  1900  determined  that  subscribers  to  this 
Fund  might  designate  the  objects  to  which  their 
subscriptions  were  to  be  devoted,  and  in  addition  to  tho'^e 
previously  named,  added  "any  further  Church  buildinir 
enterprises  which  should  receive  the  sanction  of  the  I>»an 
Fund  on  or  prior  to  September  30th  next."  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  at  least  the  sum  named  will  be  raised,  as 
it  will  prove  of  enormous  service  in  the  years  to  come. 


THE  CONNEXIONAL  SECRETARYSHIP. 

For  ten  years  the  secretarial  work  in  connection  with 
the  Ijoan  and  Jubilee  Funds  was  put  upon  a  minister 
in  Circuit  work.  It  increased  so  rapidly,  and  absorbed  so 
much  of  his  time,  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
continue.  In  iJ^D'J  the  Conference  therefore  determined 
to  vset  a  minister  apart,  and  the  following  year  carrie<l  out 
the  arrangement,  by  designating  the  present  writer.  He 
was  appointed  to  act  as  Secretary  of  the  two  Funds 
named,  as  Organising  Secretary  of  the  Home  Missi<m  Fund, 
to  assist  in  Home  Mission  deputations,  and  to  advise 
on  connexional  business  generally.  Subsequently  the  otlices 
of  Authorised  Representative,  Custodian  of  Deeds,  and 
(General  Secretary  of  Church  Property  were  added  to  his 
duties.  The  necessary  financial  provision  is  met  by  annual 
contributions  from  the  Ijoan,  Contingent,  and  Homo 
Mission  Fun<ls,  and  a  committee  of  ministers  and  laymen 
administer  the  same. 


CONNEXIONAL 
FIRE   INSURANCE. 

More  than  twenty 
years  since,  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Fund  for 
insuring  the  prop(Ttit?s 
of  the  Connexion  was 
advocated  by  Mr.  J. 
Manchest(T.  It  found 
considerable  favour,  and 
on  a  Committee  being 
appointed,  £4000  were 
guaranteed  by  members 
of  the  Church.  This 
they  were  ready  to 
advance  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  action  was 
not  then  taken,  but  the 


'VK.^,'^«««k^K«^^>K^»rt^^^  -^-J^  ^  '^'^55%M!«. 
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prevented  the  formation  of  a  fund  in  the  ordinary  way, 
except  with  a  capital  beyond  the  means  of  the  Church,  so 
that  for  a  number  of  years  the  project  was  delayed. 
Mr.  Manchester,  however,  instant  in  season  and  out  of 
season,  persevered,  showing  its  benefits,  and  demonstrating 
its  feasibility.  Eventually  his  efforts  were  crowned  with 
success,  and  at  the  Conference  of  1899  the  new  Connexional 
enterprise  was  launched.  Its  basis  is  that  the  Connexion 
as  such  insures  its  own  properties,  by  levies  received  from 
the  Trusts  for  that  special  purpose.  Guarantees  amounting 
to  £10,460,  to  be  called  up  jrro  rata  when  necessary,  have 
been  received  from  individual  members  of  the  Church,  and 
the  Loan  Fund  guarantees  a  further  X2000. 

The  management  is  entrusted  to  a  Committee  of  three 


ministers  and  five  laymen.  Those  first  appointed  were  the 
Revs.  Lee,  Bull,  and  Morley,  with  Messrs.  Harris, 
J.  Manchester,  Q.  J.  Smith,  Prudhoo,  and  J.  Jackson. 
On  account  of  the  distance  of  Waimate  from  Christ- 
church,  Mr.  Manchester  retired  in  March  last,  and 
Mr.  J.  A.  Flesher  has  taken  his  place. 

The  Fund  has  only  been  in  operation  for  twelve  months. 
Up  to  the  present  it  has  been  well  supported.  Already 
levies  have  been  received  from  four-fifths  of  the  Circuits 
and  Home  Mission  Stations,  and  in  some  cases  all  the 
places  in  the  Circuit  are  thus  represented.  It  is  understood 
that  the  Committee,  to  be  perfectly  safe,  insures  part  of 
its  risks,  and  is  gratified  at  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  supported  by  the  Trustees  generally. 


=^?*£ 


^     ILLUSTRIOUS    CLERICAL    VISITORS,    ^ 


UNTIL  January,  1855,  the  New  Zealand  Churches 
were  in  close  connexion  with  British  Methodism, 
and  formed  part  of  its  extensive  South  Sea  Mission 
field.  On  the  formation  of  the 
Australasian  Connexion,  they  ne- 
cessarily became  part  of  the  same. 
Some  of  the  old  missionaries 
retained  their  membership  in 
the  English  Conference,  and  had 
the  right  to  return,  but  very 
few  availed  themselves  of  it. 
During  the  past  forty-five  years 
there  have  been  occasional  minis- 
terial exchanges  between  this 
Colony  and  Australia,  but  owing 
to  distance  and  expense,  these 
are  not  common.  8till  there  is 
a  close  fraternal  tie  binding 
Wesleyan  Churches  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  together.  This  is 
jealously  guarded,  sacredly  main- 
tained, and  everything  possible 
dono  to  strengthen  it.  One 
evidence  of  it  is  the  heartiness 
with  which  in  this  *'  Britain  of 
the  South,"  representatives  of 
the  Methodist  Family  in  other 
lands  have  from  time  to  time 
heeu  welcomed.  The  first  of 
these  were 

THE  REVS.  R.  YOUNQ 
AND  W.  B.  BOYCE. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Young,  whose 
portrait  we  are  glad  to  present, 
was  a  prominent  minister  of  the 
British  Conference.  In  his  earlier 
years  he  was  a  laborious  missionary  in  the  West  Indies. 
Subsequently  in  England  he  was  specially  noted  as  a 
successful  evangelist.  In  all  his  Circuits  there  were 
liumerons  conversions.  Even  his  children  kept  awake  on 
uoda/   eveoingB   to  learn    the    number    of    penitents. 


Bkv.  W.  B.  Botcx. 


Traditions  still  linger  of  the  wonderfnl  outpouring  of  the 
Spirit  which  took  place  under  his  ministry,  and  that  of  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  James,  in  the  Penzance  Circuit,  where  many 
hundreds  were  brought  to  God. 
Up  to  the  present  his  is  the  only 
case  in  which  father  and  son 
have  each  occupied  the  Chair 
of  the  British  Conference.  In 
Bristol,  in  1856,  he  was  elected 
President  by  a  large  majority, 
and  thirty  years  later,  in  London, 
his  son,  the  Rev.  R.  Newton 
Young,  D.D.,  occupied  the  same 
honourable  position.  The  object 
of  his  extended  tour  in  Austral- 
asia was  to  prepare  for  the 
formation  of  a  Conference.  His 
practical  knowledge  of  men  and 
things  aided  much  to  bring  about 
this  result;  >^hile  the  position 
which  he  held  in  Great  Britain 
enabled  him  to  settle  many  ques- 
tions which  arose  in  discussion 
with  missionaries  in  the  Southern 
World.  Being  also  an  attractive 
preacher,  his  arrival  was  hailed 
with  delight  by  Methodists  who 
had  come  from  the  Old  I^and. 
He  presided  at  a  special  District 
Meeting  in  Auckland  in  1853, 
and  greatly  refreshed  the 
Missionaries  by  his  brother- 
liness,  unaffected  earnestness, 
and  the  power  of  his  pulpit 
ministrations. 

Mr.    Boyce   was  Mr.  Young's 

companion  in  travel.    His  earliest 

years  had  been  given   to  the  South  African  Mission.     He 

was  a  keen  philologist,  and  the  story  is  still  told  of  his 

riding   two  hundred  mvl<^  \ft  Vi^V  ^  Vst^Siwat  \B>a»ss^ax^ 
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published  a  valuable  Grammar.  For  many  yeai*s  afterwards 
he  was  General  Superintendent  of  Missions  in  Australia, 
and  did  essential  service.  Then  for  a  time  he  served  as 
Missionary  Secretary  in  London.     In  the  evening  of  his 

life  he  came  back  to 
Sydney,  and  it  is  to 
him  Froude  refers  in 
his  "  Oceana "  as 
havin<]r  met  him 
there,  and  being 
charmed  with  his 
conversation,  and  the 
wonderful  fund  of 
information  ho  had. 
J5rus(|ue  in  manner, 
and  not  over- 
burdc^ncd  with  senti- 
ment, lie  was  a 
diligent  student,  and 
a  born  ruler  of  men. 
To  the  last  he  was  a 
lover  of  books,  and  a 
hard  reader.  He 
visited  Wellington 
as  well  as  Auckland, 
and  conferred  with  the  missionaries  there  as  to  the  changes 
necessary  in  the  transference  from  Maori  Missions  to  the 
organisation  of  the  Colonial  Church. 


CALIFORNIA    TAYLOR, 

since  known  as  Bishop  William  Taylor,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  is  a  striking  peisonality.  Of  a  strung 
physical  frame,  a  logical  mind,  and  with  faculties  sharpened 
and  broadened  by  travel  and  observation,  he  has  been  all 
through  his  life  a  man  of  mark.  Sent  to  San  Francisco  in 
the  early  days  of  the  Californian  goldliclds,  he  became  an 
effective  street  preacher.  Being  responsible  for  del)ts  uw 
churches  which  had  been  destroyed  by  fire,  he  visited  the 
Colonies  to  recoup  his  loss  by  the  sale  of  his  books,  and  at 

the    same     time     to 


Rkv.  R.  YorxG. 


'do     the     work 
evangelist," 


of 
to 


California  Taylor. 


which  God  had 
called  him.  His 
powerful  and  con- 
vincing preaching, 
his  gift  of  song,  and 
management  of  re- 
vival meetings  led  to 
a  large  ingathering. 
Manywereconverted, 
of  whom  not  a  few 
are  now  ministers  of 
the  Church.  Pro- 
bably his  visit  was 
(juite  as  successful 
through  his  teaching 
of  sj'stematic  benefi- 
cence, which  many 
were  led  to  adopt. 
In  New  Zealand,  ho 
conducted  missions 
in       Auckland, 


Wellington,  Christchurch,  and  Dunedin.  Our  p<3rtrait, 
taken  at  the  time  of  his  visit,  will  be  prized.  Since  that 
time,  1865,  he  has  itinerated  extensively  in  the  South 
African  Colonies  and  Native  Missions  there;  established 
what  he  called 
Pauline  Missions  in 
India;  did  good  work 
in  South  America ; 
and  for  about  ten 
years  was  Bishop  in 
Central  and  Western 
Africa.  Now  a  patri- 
arch of  more  than 
four-score  years,  at 
his  home  in  California 
he  patiently  waits  for 
his  release. 


REV.     OERVASE 
SMITH,    D.D. 

In  response  to  a 
wish  expressed  by 
the  Australasian 
Churches,  this  dis- 
tinguished minister 
visited  the  southern 
world    in    1877    and 

1878.  He  was  a  native  of  Derbyshire,  an  early  scholar  in 
the  Sheffield  College,  and  the  life-long  and  intimate  friend 
of  Dr.  Punshon.  A  man  of  robust  common  sense,  great 
power  as  a  preacher,  and  a  stirring  lecturer,  he  rose  rapidly 
in  the  Connexion,  and  occupied  some  of  its  best  Circuits. 
Eventually  he  became  Secretary  of  the  Metropolitan 
Piuilding  Fund,  and  was  called  to  the  Chair  of  the  British 
Conference  in  1875.  When  he  came  to  these  Colonies,  his 
fine  constitution  was  broken  by  strenuous  labour.  His 
virsit  was  also  very  hurried,  as  it  included  a  trip  to  Fiji.  He 
was  able,  however,  to  preach  and  address  public  meetings 
in  the  four  chief  cities  of  the  Colony,  and  Methodists 
from  England,  as  well  as  those  colonial  born,  were  greatly 
edified.  He  also  attended  the  General  Conference  held  in 
Sydney  in  1878, 
where  he  preached 
a  sermon  of  great 
power.  Returning  to 
England,  he  entered 
his  eternal  rest  four 
years  later. 


Rev.  (iKRVAst:  Smith,  D.D. 


DR.  5TEPMEN50N 

came  towards  the 
close  of  188l>.  He 
had  no  olhciai  mis- 
sion, but  was  none 
the  less  cordially 
received.  As  a  prac- 
tical philanthropist 
his  name  was  well 
known.  His  wise  and 
successful  efforts  to 
rescue  the  waifs  and 
strays  of  English 
cities,   and  his    care 


Thk  Rkv.  T.  B.  Stephknson,  D.D  ,L.L  D. 
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for  orphan  and  neglected  child n^n,  gave  him  the  passport 
to  all  hearts  and  homes.  A  few  New  Zealand  residents  had 
been  accustomed  to  subscribe  to  his  Children  s  Homes  in 
P»onner  Road,  London.  Their  interest  was  deepened,  and 
that  of  others  kindled  by  his  visit.  His  personal  geniality, 
his  musical  gifts,  and  the  stories  of  real  life  which  he  told 
insured  him  crowded  congregations.  His  lecture  on  "  The 
Wealth  and  Waste  of  Child  Jiife"  was  very  effective.  He 
was  able  to  conduct  services  in  most  of  the  principal  towns, 
and  to  attend  the  Auckland  Conference  of  18S3.  He  left 
behind  him  the  record  of  **  a  brother  beloved."  The  success 
(»f  his  work  since,  and  its  extension  by  the  erection  of 
the  Birmingham  Orphanage,  and  his  proposal  to  provide 
for  all  nee<ly  orphan  children  of  his  own  Cliurch,  elicit  the 
warmest  admiration. 

MARK    GUY    PEAR5E. 

The  news  that  this  •^'ifted  Cornisliman,  popular  preacher, 
and  widely-read  autlior  was  coining  to  Xew  Zealand  in 
1S91  aroused  hii^'h  expectation.  To  many  Methodists  his 
great  power  as  a  preacher  and  platform  spe.iker  were 
already  well   known,   while  .among  the   members   of  other 

Churches  his  devo- 
tional hooks  and 
thrilling  stories  were 
greatly  appreciated. 
Coming  primarily  for 
a  needed  cliange  of 
scene,  and  with  no 
definite  I'lnancial  ob- 
ject, his  connection 
with  tin*  West  Lon- 
don Mission  was  well 
known.  The  three 
months  of  his  visit 
wen^  well  utilised, 
almost,  every  evening 
being  occupied  with 
lectured  or  sermon. 
Nt>l  only  (lid  he 
spend  a  week  in  each 
of  the  chief  cities, 
but  by  a  carefully 
ar  ran  ged  p  rog  ram  m  e, 
he  was  able  to  visit 
most  of  the  secondary 
towns.  His  Bible  Keadings  were  models  for  ministers, 
and  times  of  intense  enjoyment  to  the  members  of  their 
Churches.  His  lectures  — humorous  and  pathetic— touched 
the  emotions  as  well  as  plea.sed  the  fanc}',  and  in  Clirist- 
church  scores  of  persons  came  direci  from  their  work  to  the 
evening  meetings,  crowding  around  tlie  doors  for  hours 
before  the  church  was  opened.  His  sermons  presented  the 
Gospel  in  its  most  attractive  aspects,  and  not  a  few  in  his 
after-meetings  respondtnl  to  the  appeals  to  seuve  Christ. 
To  ministers  and  people  alike  his  coming  was  a  distinct  joy, 
and  they  will  be  glad  to  have  his  portrait.  They  were 
pleased  to  send  by  him  a  contribution  to  the  London 
Mission. 

THE  REV.  THOMAS  COOK 

is  an  English  minister  whose  career  has  been  unique. 
He  has  never  been  appointed  to  a  Circuit,  but   for  the 


Kev.  Mark  Guy  Pearse. 


Kkv.  Tii(»mas  Coox. 


eighteen  years  of  his  ministry  has  worke<i  exclusively  as  an 
evangelist.     In    this    capacity'   he   has    travelled    through 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  by  God*s  blessing  has  been 
made  the  instrument  of  leading  hundreds  and  thousands  to 
Christ.     An   account    of    his    "  Early   Ministry,"   by   his 
friend    the    Rev.  H.   T.    Smart,    had    led    New  Zealand. 
Methodists      to 
cherish    great     anti- 
cipations of  his  visit.  --' 
Ministers  were  eager 
to    see  the    methods 
of  such  a  successful 
soul  winner,  and  pray- 
ing   people     trusted 
that  there  would  be 
a      general      revival. 
Modest    in     manner, 
restraining   his    own 
emotion,     and     pres- 
sing home  the  clain)s 
of     the     Gospel     in 
the    public    services, 
great   blessings   were 
realised.       Many    of 
Go  I's     people     were 
led      to     a     simpler 
trust  in  the  World's 
Redeemer,  and   to  a 
life   of    more    entire 

consecration.  His  instructions  to  penitents  were  simple 
and  direct,  and  scores  of  sin-burdened  ones  were  led  to  see 
in  Christ  their  present  Saviour.  In  every  place  ho  had 
seals  to  his  ministry,  but  probably  the  largest  harvests 
w(?re  garnered  in  Auckland  and  Timaru.  Mrs.  Cook  was 
an  efKcient  helper  in  the  enquiry  room,  and  their  visit  in 
1S1)5  will  be  long  and  lovingly  remembered. 

As  we  write,  there  is  a  proposal  thit  the  Rev.  Hugh 
Price  Hughes,  ^I. A ,  should  visit  the  Colonies.  His 
successful  career,  his 
out-spoken  ness,  the 
position  he  takes, 
and  the  influence 
he  wields  on  public 
questions,  are  well 
known.  Should  it 
be  arranged  for  him 
to  come,  he  will  be 
received  with  en- 
thusiasm. Our  con- 
viction is  that  su'.'h 
a  visit  from  leading 
ministers  in  England 
and  America  every 
few  years,  would 
not  only  knit  the 
Methodist  Churches 
of  the  world  more 
closely  together,  but 
be  a  distinct  advant- 
age in  a  variety  of 
ways.  Mas.  Thomas  Cook. 
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C^        THE    OTAGO    DISTRICT.       ^ 


'^ITH     its    northern    boundary  stretching   from    the 

Waitaki   River  mouth  on  the  East,  to  where  the 

Awarua  falls  into  Jackson's  Bay  on  the  West,  and 
the  ocean  on  tlie  other  thre(*  sides,  Otago  is  the  largest  of 
the  Provincial  Districts.  Included  within  its  area  are 
lofty  and  romantic  peaks,  cold  water  lakes  of  great  depth, 


DowLiNG  Street  Chlrch  and  Parsonage,  DrxEniN. 

wide  stretching  plains,  and  fertile  valleys.  In  the  south 
are  valuable  forests  now  being  too  rapidly  cut  down:  in 
the  north-east  is  excellent  wheat-growing  country,  and 
pastoral  lands  in  the  interior.  The  mineral  wealth  is  great 
and  various.  Though  very  partially  developed,  it  coraes 
next  to  Auckland  in  gold  production,  and  second  to 
Westport  in  the  annual  output  of  coal.  In  1830,  giving 
evidence  before  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Montefiorc 
stated  that  "  the  southern  part  of  the  South  Island  was 
very  bleak  and  cold,  and  unfit  for  settling."  Organised 
settlement  began  eighteen  years  afterwards,  when  in  March 
and  April  the  John  Wyclifl'  a,nd  Phillip  Laiw^  landed  278 
immigrants  at  what  was  then  known  as  the  Otakou 
Harbour.  Of  the  various  places  proposed  for  their 
location,  including  Kaikoura  and  Port  Cooper  (Lyttelton), 
of  the  determination  of  Chief  Surveyor  Tuckett  to  be 
unfettered  in  his  choice,  and  his  wise  selection  of  the  site, 
it  boots  not  now  to  write.  It  was  intended  to  be  a  strictly 
Presbyterian  community.  How  its  first  promoters, 
Mr.  Rennie  and  the  Rev.  T.  Burns  thought  and  worked 
for  this,  how  Messrs.  Burns  and  Cargill  toiled  on,  what 
difficulties  they  surmounted,  and  the  success  they  achieved 
is  a  most  interesting  story,  and  has  been  well  told  by 
Dr.  Hocken.  As  labourers  only  received  three  shillings, 
and  mechanics  five,  for  a  day  of  ten  hours,  prospects  were 
not  very  rosy  in  the  early  days.  After  ten  years  of 
strugf^]e,  durinor  the  later  half  of  which  special  efforts  were 


made  to  attract  immigration,  the  total  population  was  only 
7500.  How  little  they  knew  of  their  magnificent  heritage 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  Dunedin  had  been  founded 
twelve  years  before  the  first  white  man  found  his  way  to 
Wakatipu.  So  primitive  was  the  community  that  there 
were  no  postage  stamps  until  seven  years  after  their  arrival. 
The  difficulties  of  travelling  were  such  that  the  first 
members  of  the  General  Assembly  spent  two  months  on 
their  voyage  to  Auckland. 

All  this  was  changed  by  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Lindis 
Pass  in  March,  and  in  Gabriel's  Gully  in  May  of  1861.  In 
three  years  78,000  people  arrived.  The  men  were  active 
and  enterprising,  the  women  domesticated  and  industrious. 
At  first  "The  Old  Identities"  and  "The  New  Inicjuities," 
as  they  were  named,  did  not  fraternise  readily.  But 
presently  they  coalesced,  and  their  descendants  have  spread 
over  the  whole  Province,  which  has  now  a  population  of 
16:3,914.  Of  these  47,280  reside  in  Dunedin  and  its 
neighbourhood,  one-half  being  in  the  City,  and  the  other  in 
the  suburbs.  In  addition  to  the  Capital  City  there  are 
twenty-three  borough  towns.  Otago  stands  third  in  the 
provincial  list  in  regard  to  manufactures  and  meat -freezing, 
and  second  in  the  number  of  agricultural  holdings.  In 
education,  it  holds  a  deservedly  high  place.  Otago 
University  buildings  at  once  impress  the  stranger,  and  the 
number  of  matriculated  students  is  larger  than  at  any 
other  of  the  four  colleges.  The  unearned  increment  of 
land  bulks  largely  in  its  developement.  The  Dunedin 
town  section,  on  which  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  stands, 
purchased  originally  at  a  nominal  price,  was  sold  for  XlOO, 
£300,  and  £1600  successively.  Then  the  Bank 
£9000  for  a  portion 

of  it. 

While  the  greatest 

efforts  were  made  to 

keep  Canterbury  an 

Episcopal     preserve, 

the  founders  of  Otago 

were    equally   deter- 
mined that  it  should 

be   exclusively  Pres- 

b  y  t  e  r  i  a  n.      They 

made  great  sacrifices 

for   this    themselves. 

The  first  immigrants 

were  recruited  chiefly 

from  Scotland.  When 

the    necessity  for    a 

larger    population 

became    apparent,  it 

was  by  a  very  small 

majorit}'     that     the 

Provincial    Council        Rkv.  I.  Harding. 
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resolved  to  iuvite  settlers  from  oilier  places.  The  well- 
intentioned  effort  at  exclusiveness  failed,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  first  ten  years  less  than  half  the  residents  belonged  to 
the    Free   Church.     By   virtue   of   the   original    terms   of 


Trinity  Chlkch,  Ddnedin, 

settlement,  and  the  wise  purchase  of  properties,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  holds  a  commanding  position,  and  is 
able  from  its  rents  to  make  grants  for  the  erection  of 
churches  and  manses  in  a  way  which  distances  all 
competition.  But  the  other  organised  Churches  have  a 
strong  footing  there,  and  are  exceedingly  active. 

The  Methodist  occupation  dates  back  to  a  time  anterior 
to  the  origin  of  the  Province  itself.  The  Rev.  James 
Watkin  was  sent  as  a  Missionary  in  1840.  Apparently  it 
was  not  congenial  toil,  for  after  four  years  he  is  said  to 
have  greeted  his  successor  with  these  words,  "  Welcome, 
Brother  Creed — to  Purgatory."  Mr.  Creed  «»pent  nine 
years  there,  doing  good  work  among  the  Natives,  and 
greeting  the  Europeans  on  their  arrival.  The  day  after 
the  Phillip  Lainrf  cast  anchor  was  Sunday.  Tlie 
Rev.  T.  Burns,  the  minister  of  the  settlement,  preached  in 
the  morning.  In  the  evening  Mr.  Creed  conducted  the 
service,  taking  for  his  subject  the  thoroughly  Wesleyan 
text,  ** Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate."  During  the 
following  year  he  frequently  ministered  in  Dunedin.  The 
place  of  worship  was  the  jail,  and  nearly  all  non- 
Presbyterians  attended.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
Captain  Cargill  wrote  a  most  ill-advised  letter,  intimating 
that  Mr.  Creed's  services  were  not  now  required,  and 
leaving  it  to  be  inferred  that  his  coming  was  an  intrusion. 
This  was  published  in  the  newspaper  of  the  time.  It 
produced  an  effect  directly  opposite  to  that  which  the 
writer  hoped  for,  and  gave  Mr.  Creed  a  still  better 
standing  in  the  community.  The  Revs.  W.  Kirk  and 
G.  Stannard  followed  Mr.  Creed,  and  also  preached  to  the 
Europeans.  After  this  there  came  a  vacancy  for  three 
yeai*s.  In  1862  the  Rev.  Isaac  Harding  arrived,  since 
which  Methodism  has  had  "  a  local  habitation  and  a 
name  "  among  the  European  population. 

The  work  of  the  Church  in  Otago  differs  from  the  more 
northerly  Provinces.  The  places  are  fewer,  and  the 
number  of  adherents  considerably  smaller.  To  some  extent 
the  Presbyterian  idea  of  having  a  minister  for  each 
congregation  has  prevailed.  In  the  last  fifteen  years 
there  has  been  rapid  advancement,  particularly  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  City.     The  number  of  adherents  and 


members  has  doubled.  The  churches  have  increased  by 
fifty  per  cent.,  and  twenty-eight  new  preaching  places  have 
been  added.  The  whole  District  has  now  fourteen  Circuits 
and  five  Home  Mission  Stations.  In  these  there  are 
thirty-three  churches,  and  fifty-seven  other  preaching 
stations.  These  are  served  by  fifteen  ministers  and  five 
home  missionaries,  aided  by  fifty-five  local  preachers.  In 
the  pastoral  oversight  of  1738  members,  thirty-one  class 
leaders  assist.  There  are  thirty-one  Sunday-schools,  with 
262  teachers  and  2194  scholars.  The  total  number  of 
adherents  is  10,048.  Twenty  years  since,  the  debts  on 
Church  properties  were  very  heavy,  being  as  much  as 
one-third  of  the  cost.  By  well-sustained  local  effort,  and 
with  the  help  of  the  I^an  Fund,  nearly  all  are  now  in  easy 
circumstances,  and  several  are  entirely  free  from  debt. 


DUNEDIN,  TRINITY  CIRCUIT, 

A  huge  mistake  was  made  when,  in  18r)9,  after  eighteen 
years'  occupancy,  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  was  removed 
from  Otago,  just  as  the  Settlement  was  growing  into 
importance.  Mr.  Stannard  had  become  discouraged,  and 
the  District  Meeting,  straightened  for  funds,  assented  to 
the  withdrawal.  A  few  Methodists  who  had  already 
arrived  were  thus  left  as  "  sheep  without  a  shepherd,"  and 
those  coming  in  found  no  minister  of  their  own  Church  to 
welcome  them.  They  were,  however,  sturdy,  devoted, 
determined,  and  patiently  toiled  on,  until  under  happier 
auspices  the  foundations  of  the  European  Church  were 
well  laid. 


Various  Mis^rations. 

In  April,  1857,  Mr.  J.  Wright,  a  local  pi-eacher  from  the 
Ludlow  Circuit,  with  his  wife,  arrived  in  Dunedin.  He 
enquired  if  there  were  any  others  of  his  way  of  thinking, 
and  soon  found  two  families,  Messrs.  J.  Sandland  and 
T.  Canning,  and  their  wives.  These  two  families  lived  in 
semi  detached  houses  in  the  North-East  Valley,  and  there 
in  Mr.  Sandland  s  quarters  Mr.  Wright  preached  tlie  first 
sermon.  Services  were  continued  for  some  months, 
Mr.  Wright  being  aided  by  Mr.  W.  Bacon,  a  Primitive 
local  preacher  who  had  recently  come.  Afterwards 
Mr.  Wright  removed  to  George  Street,  and  meetings  were 
held  in  his  own 
house.  There  the 
first  class  was  formed 
with  the  following 
members  :  —  James 
and  Emma  Wright, 
Henry  M  o  n  s  o  n  , 
George  and  Eliza- 
beth Pow,  John  and 
Eliza  Sandland,  and 
Isabella  Graham. 
All  these  had  been 
members  in  the 
Home  Land  (except 
the  last,  who  was 
the  first  Dunedin 
convert.  Mr.  Stan- 
nard visited  them 
occasionally,  and 
administered  the 
Sacrament.  Mr  Pow 
was  a  local  preacher.     Trinity  Church  Parsonagk,  Dunedin. 
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Soon  afterwards  Messrs.  Duke,  Morris,  and  Hammond 
arrived,  all  of  whom  were  local  preachers.  The 
family  of  Mr.  Beck,  senior,  had  come  with  these, 
and  Mr.  Albert  Beck  relates  that  services  were  held 
in  the  Oddfellows'  Hall,  which  was  a  small  building 
30ft.  by  18ft.  The  Baptists  had  rented  it,  but  sub-let  it  to 
the  Wesleyans  for  Sunday  afternoons.  A  Plan  was  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  Stannard  for  three  months,  a  copy  of  which 
is  before  the  writer.  It  provides  f(»r  services  at  Dunedin  and 
Port  Chalmers,  by  the  tive  local  preachers  in  succession. 
The  Oddfellows'  Hall  service  was  not  very  successful.  The 
next  meeting  place  was  in  the  City  Council  Chambers,  a 
small  room  at  the  corner  of  Hiujh  Street  and  Manse  Street. 


were  true-hearted  and  persevering.  While  in  Pelichet 
Bay,  they  resolved  to  regard  themselves  as  part  of  the 
Wesleyan  Church.  They  also  regularly  contributed  through 
the  class  meetinjr,  and  on  the  Circuit  being  formed  three 
years  later  Mr.  Wright  paid  in  their  subscriptions. 


First  Attempts  at  Ors^anisation. 

At  the  request  of  the  members,  Mr.  T.  R.  Fisher  had 
written  to  the  Rev.  J.  BuUer,  Chairman  of  the  District, 
telling  him  what  was  being  done.  Mr.  A.  Beck  htid  also 
corresponded  with  the  Pre^jident  of  the  Conferenr^e,  with 
reference    to  a    ministerial    supply.     Mr.    Buller    had   his 


Trinity  Church,  Duneihn,  Office- bkarers. 

From  Row— Messrs.  R.  N.  Vanes,  C.  T.  Oliver,  A.  Coo})er.  VV.  Lewishain.  P.  Christie.       Middle  Row— Messrs.  A  Ikck,  S.  C.  I'hillips,  Miss  Wo.xl.  Miss  Sinclair. 
Rev.  J.J.  Lewis,  Mr.  T.  Ju:»cs.    Top  Row  -  Messrs.  L.  VVhittington,  C.  F.  ^:cl^a^.  W.  H.  Ferens.  F.  Rosevear,  F.  Ile^,  \V.  Hull.  \V.  H.  Duke,  J.C.  Sitphen^ 


At  the  same  time  a  clans  met  over  the  groc(u's  sliop  of  a 
Mr.  Booth,  in  Rattray  Street.  By  this  time  the  gold  fever 
had  set  in.  AFr.  J.  Oilbirt,  a  local  preacher  recently 
arrived,  and  who  lived  in  King  Street,  preached  out  of 
doors,  and  held  meetings  in  his  own  house.  On  his  going 
up  country,  the  services  were  removed  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  a  gardener,  in  Pelichet  Bay.  Subsequently, 
in  the  same  quarter,  they  were  held  in  a  room  over 
Mr.    Eldershaw's   bakehouse.       After    that  came   another 

removal  to  Mr,  George  Howell's  house,  in  EiUeu\  ^tre^X.. 

TJiere  Mr.  D.   HaU,   now  City  Missionary  in  WeWuv^lou^ 


conducted  services,  at  the  first  of  which  Messrs.  Hov^^ll, 
Haynes,  and  Fisher,  all  still  living,  ueie  amongst  those 
present.  The  members  were  sometimes  discouraged,  but 
hands  full  of  work,  but  visited  Dunedin  at  the  earliest 
opportunity.  On  the  Sunday  he  preached  in  the 
Courthouse  in  the  morning,  and  at  old  Knox  Church  in 
the  evening,  when  he  also  administered  the  Sacrament 
In  the  afternoon  a  meeting  of  the  principal  members  was 
held  in  Mr.  Howell's  house  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
future,      A   Plan   of   services   was   drawn    up,    and   "ho 
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Dowlins:  Street  Church. 

Prior  to  Mr.  Buller's  visit,  a  site  on  Bell  Hill,  above  the 
present  Dowling  Street  cutting,  had  been  given  by  some 
friend     in    Port    Chalmers.      Mr.    Buller    inspected    and 


TnK  LATK  Mr.  and  Mrs.  NVki(;ht. 

approved  of  the  same.  A  Building  Commit  tee  was 
appointed,  and  at  once  set  to  work.  The  plan  of  a 
Mr.  W.  Greenfield  was  accepted  for  a  church  erection,  tne 
first  tender  being  £'1100.  It  was  somewhat  imposing  in 
appearance,  and  had  a  slated  roof.  The  ititcntion  was  to 
have  it  ready  for  opening  at  the  time  the  minister  arrived. 
Unfortunately  the  architect  had  not  taken  into  a<;count 
the  exposed  situation,  and  the  strong  winds  which  are 
sometimes  experienced.  Before  it  was  fniishcd,  there  came 
late  one  Saturday  night  a  heavy  gale,  and  the  next 
morning  the  building  was  almost  a  wr';ck.  H(Nivy 
buttressing  was  necessary,  and  to  make  it  (juite  safe  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  erect  a  transept,  which  more  than 
doubled  the  cost.  When  completed,  it  was  a  conspicuous 
object  and  easily  found,  but  never  very  comfortable.  The 
original  timbers  had  been  strained  ;  the  lamps,  according 
to  one  observer,  rocked  as  if  they  vveie  at  sea,  and  in 
winter  the  place  was  cold  and  draughty.  But  good  work 
was  done  there.  Mr.  Fisher  became  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school,  which  was  exceedingly  successful.  On 
Mr.  Spensley  arriving  from  Victoria,  he  took  charge  of  the 
service  of  song.  Not  a  few  conversions  took  place,  and 
old  members  still  liavj  hallowed  recollections  of  class  and 
prayer  meetings  in  the  vestry.  But  the  finance  was  a 
heavy  burden.  Considerable  sums  were  collected  at  the 
outset,  and  on  the  injury  to  the  Church  being  reported, 
subscriptions  were  freely  given  by  outsiders  as  well  as 
members.  During  Mr.  Aldred's  term,  he,  chiefly  at  his 
own  expense,  lined  a  large  part  of  the  building.  He  also 
notes  that  in  his  first  year  £G00  were  paid  off  the  debt, 
and  in  March,  186G,  reports  the  balance  due  to  the 
treasurer  as  £25  less  than  the  previous  year.  Eventually 
it  was  held  to  be  almost  unsafe,  and  being  out  of  the  line 
of  traffic,  the  services  were  transferred  to  the  Lyceum  for 
some  time  prior  to  the  erection  of  the  present  stone 
buildin^^ 


A  Church  Builder  and  Evans^elfst. 

The  first  minister  appointed  to  Dunedin  —  the  Rev. 
Isaac  Harding — was  admirably  adapted  for  the  post.  An 
excellent  extemporaneous  preacher,  exceedingly  in  earnest, 
with  English,  Victorian,  and  New  Zealand  experience,  he 
came  full  of  hope  and  expectation.  The  only  objection 
made  was  by  a  good  local  preacher  of  Scocch  instincts,  who 
said  he  wanted  to  be  the  minister  of  the  whole  Province. 
Under  the  circumstances,  this  was  a  very  laudable  ambition. 
A  splendid  horseman,  he  travelled  the  district  from  Oamaru 
to  Invercargill,  instituted  regular  services  at  Tokomairiro 
and  Tuapeka,  and  visited  Wakatipu  and  the  Dunstan 
diggings.  By  such  itinerations  he  greatly  enheartened  the 
local  preachers  and  members  who  were  among  the  diggers, 
and  stimulated  the  erection  of  churches.  Meanwhile,  in 
and  around  Dunedin  he  did  his  best  to  organise  a  Circuit. 
Aided  by  Mr.  Henry  Cook,  a  storekeeper,  a  calico  tent  was 
fitted  up  for  Church  purposes  in  Stafford  Street,  where 
great  crowds  attended.  When  his  people  were  in  despair 
about  the  injury  to  their  church  building,  he  set  to  work 
to  collect  subscriptions  from  all  sorts  and  conditions  of 
men,  and  had  few  refusals.  At  old  Knox  Church  on 
Sunday  evenings  he  had  large  corif^regations,  and  even 
Jews  gave  to  th(;  Circuit  Fund.  After  the  fashion  of  the 
earJy  Methodist  preachers,  he  imported  books,  and  so 
spread  the  literature  of  the  Church.  Tiiat  he  was  not 
always  prudent  in  building  schemes  may  be  admitted,  and 
he  was  certainly  not  fortunate  financially.  After  he  left 
the  Circuit,  he  wrote  his  successor  to  say  £130  was  due  to 
him  for  four  horses.  One  of  these  had  been  stolen,  one 
was  dead,  one  had  strayed,  and  the  fourth  he  had  sold,  but 
had  not  received  the  payment.  He  laid,  however,  broad 
and  V  ide  the  foundations  of  Otago  Methodism,  and  after 
examining  the  records,  this  writer  regrets  that  he  was  not 
longer  allowed  to  continue. 


Trinity  Church. 

Mr.  Aldred,  who  succecd(»d  Mr.  Harding  in  18G4,  was 
of  a  different  temperament,  being  gentle  and  unobtrusive. 
He  worked  the  Circuit  tiioroughly,  and  did  not  shrink 
from  the  long  and  wearisome  rides  which  it  involved. 
But  these,  with  the  financial  woriy,  overtaxed  his  strength, 
and  he  became  a 
Supernumerary.  He 
was  followed  by  the 
Rev.  A.H.  Fitchett, 
then  a  young  man, 
and  full  of  enthu- 
siasuK  His  power 
as  a  preacher  was 
soon  recognised  in 
the  CO  m  m  u  n  i  t  y . 
Persuaded  that  the 
Dowling  Street 
Church  could  never 
be  made  a  success, 
the  present  site  was 
chosen,  and  the 
foundation  stones 
duly  laid.  It  was 
opened  for  worship 
on  July  10th,  1870, 
when  the  Revs.  Dr. 
Stuavt,  J .  WvW^ftxw^^ 
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the  preachers.  At  the  subsequent  soiree  it  was  reported  that 
land  cost  4*r>00,  the  contract  for  the  buil<liiig  was  4*2475, 
and  extras  and  contingencies  amounted  to  €1925,  making 
JL*50()0  in  all.  This  provided  not  only  tlie  Church,  but  the 
large   schoolroom    in   the   basement.     Towards    this    there 

lijwl  been  received 
ITitO  from  the  sale 
of  the  old  site  and 
building,  and  i;2000 
from  subscriptions, 
soirees,  and  bazaar, 
so  that  it  was  ex- 
jK'cted  that  there 
would  be  a  debt  of 
,1'  1 4  GO.  The  proceeds 
of  opening  ser\ices 
wore  I' loo.  The  item 
iJazaar  in  the  receipts 
was  si .^ni (leant,  as  a 
year  previously  one 
such  had  netted  £875. 
It  was  a  big  under- 
taking, but  the 
church  was  well 
situated,  solid  look- 
ing and  attractive, 
and  for  thirt}-  y(?ars 
it  has  now  been 
the  centre  of  Otago 
Thk  latk  Mr.  M.  Calvkrt.  Methodism. 

The  Manse. 

To  the  Scotch  mind  this  naturally  follows  the  Church, 
but  in  this  case  it  followed  very  slowly  indted.  When 
Mr.  Harding  came,  i-lOO  per  annum  was  asked  for  the 
rent  of  two  rooms.  A  sectiim  in  Queen  Street  was  given 
to  him  on  a  fourteen  years'  lease  for  parsonage  purposes, 
but  for  seme  unexplained  reason  wtis  never  utilised. 
Another  leasehold  ^:ite,  almost  close  to  the  Dowling  Street 
Church,  was  rented  for  twenty-one  years,  and  a  house 
built  at  a  cost  of  t500.  The  rooms  were  small,  and  not 
well  planned.  It  wa.s  no  wonder  that  his  successors  sought 
a  better  home,  and  more  accessible  situation.     Eventually 

a  block  of  land 
with  a  frontage  to 
three  streets,  and  on 
which  now  stands 
the  town  house  of 
Mr.  Haynes,  was 
purchased,  with  a 
weather-board  two- 
storicid  house  there- 
on. Unft)riunatel\', 
the  whole  of  the 
nioiH'V  was  bor- 
ro\v(;(l,  and  by  this 
time  the  jaessure 
t)f  <lebt  was  severely 
felt  by  the  congre- 
gation. After  two 
or  three  years, 
panic  seized  the 
Trustees,  and  this 
property  wivs  mV\^ 
the  Dowlvuj;  Svvevt 
house       b  e  *i  u  'i 


re-occupied.  In  1876  Mr.  Fitchett  returne<l  t«>  J)um'<lin. 
Shortly  after,  a  one-storied  brick  house  in  ('a>»tlH 
Street  was  purchased,  and  additions  made  thereto. 
But  this  was  at  a  distance  and  unattractive.  In  I'^S-, 
therefore,  the  present  site  in  York  Place,  with  a  small 
two  -  storied  house,  was  ac(|uired.  The  building  was 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  several  rooms,  and  made  a 
go(Kl  famil}' dwelling.  Though  it  cost  XIGOO  in  all,  it  is 
now  fiee  from  debt. 

The  Circuit  History. 

This  stretches  over  thirty-eight  years.  For  eight  years 
at  the  commencement,  two  ministers  were  appointed,  and 
for  the  last  of  them,  a  third.  For  six  years  th(»  Circuit 
stretched  from  Waikouaiti  to  Tuapeka.  After  1^70, 
Port  Chalmers  and  Waikouaiti  were  separated,  and 
Trinity  Church  left  as  a  solitary  station.  For  twelve 
years  its  boundaries  were  practically  the  four  walls  of 
Trinity  Church.  For  another  dozen  years  a  secomi 
minister  was  em- 
ployed as  pastor 
of  South  DuncMlin, 
and  the  \arious 
interests  which 
grow  up  around 
the  congregation 
there.  Since  \S\)4, 
it  has  reverted  to 
its  former  position 
of  t)ne  minister 
only. 


TiiK  LATK  Dr.  Borrows,  Dunloin. 


iV/f.  ALHkRT    LkcK. 


Conj^rej^ational 
Activity. 

l)uring  the  whole 
of  their  history,  the 
people  worshij)ping 
at  Trinity  Church 
have  been  loyal  to 
their  own  minister, 
generous  in  ordin- 
ary contributions, 
and  willing  workers 

in  any  special  effort.  For  some  years  they  were  under 
heavy  iinancial  burdens.  The  supposed  debt  of  £1500  on 
the  church  w;is  found  to  be  considerably  over  ^£'2000.  Five 
years  after  its  erection,  it  was  necessary  f«)r  acoustic 
purposes  to  build  a  galler3\  At  the  same  time  an  organ 
was  placed  in  the  church,  the  total  cost  Ix-ing  JLMOO.  At 
the  reopening  services,  conducted  by  ^Ir.  Fitchett.  4**J5 
were  c(»llected.  There  came  also  to  be  a  debt  of  l'100<>  or 
over  on  the  Tarsonage,  but  the  congregation  ne\er  wavered 
or  l(»st  hope.  The  Anniversaries  were  always  times  of 
rejoicing,  and,  th.ough  held  in  the  dead  of  winter,  financially 
successful.  In  l^Sl,  the  Kev.  K.  J>est  started  a  seheme  fur 
reducing  the  debt  by  i'liOO,  Mr.  Haynes  agreeinir  t*)  give 
one-third  if  the  congregation  raised  the  remainder.  This 
was  successfull}'  carried  out  soon  after  Mr.  Kerry's  arrival, 
and  so  a  yearly  payment  of  i-96  for  interest  was  saved. 
During  this  writer's  incumbency,  the  debt  on  the  parsonage 
and  church  weie  both  reduced,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  T>oan 
Fund  in  subse<iuent  years  further  lessene<l.  Eventually  the 
former  was  entirely  liquidate<l.  The  church  debt  was  again 
XtvsviWvvX  \iN  ^vwvvvixvs  MVvcv\.v\WUous  at  the  Jubilee  of 
^Vvi\\\v><XW\\  Vv\  \'^^^^^  ^^^^  'OiV^l  ^"^^^  ^^"«  \^\Si^vas.  xJwsx^iftWv 
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••Times  of  Refreshins:  *' 

have  from  time  to  time  been  enjoyed.  During  Messrs.  Best, 
Berry,  and  Oliver's  ministry,  as  well  as  in  the  early  years 
of  Mr.  Fitchett's,  there  were  great  ingatherings,  and 
through  all  the  years  there  has  been  steady  growth. 


Past  and  Present  Workers. 

Of  those  ^ho  started  the  cause  in  the  early  sixties,  but  few 
are  now  left.  Of  the  original  Trustees,  only  Messrs.  Howell, 
Haynes,  and  A.  Beck  remain.  Mr.  M.  Calvert,  a  deeply 
pious  local  preacher,  a  good  class  leader,  and  a  principal 
promoter  of  the  erection  of  the  church,  died  in  early 
manhood.  Dr.  R.  Borrows,  "  the  beloved  physician," 
whose  purse,  time,  and  influence  were  always  available  for 
promoting  its  interests,  passed  away  in  the  fulness  of  his 
strength  as  the  result  of  an  accident,  hirf  loss  being 
deeply  felt.  David  Roberts,  a 
Welshman,  was  an  early  class 
leader  in  Dowling  Street,  full  of  fire, 
well-read,  and  faithful.  His  work 
still  remains,  and  his  memory  is 
honoured.  H.  J.  Chapman,  the 
trustworthy  Stoward,  and  for  years 
the  choir  master,  suffered  from 
extreme  deafness  in  later  life,  but 
was  always  helpful.  Mr.  Wright, 
the  first  local  preacher,  and  his 
excellent  wife,  who  retained  to  the 
end  of  her  days  the  Quaker-like 
costume  of  the  early  Methodists, 
were  called  home  only  a  few  years 
since.  Mr.  G.  Pow  ended  his  course 
"an  old  man,  and  full  of  days." 
Mr.  Beck,  senior,  Mrs.  Borrows, 
senior,  Mr.  Shepherd,  and  other 
younger  members,  have  also  been 
taken  hence.  The}'  "  rest  from  their 
labours,  and  their  works  do  follow 
them."  Some  of  the  early  standard 
})earer8  still  remain.  Messrs.  A.  Beck, 
T.  Jones,  and  C.  Rainton  are  a 
worthy  trio,  always  ready  to  give 
and  labour,  and  to  them  the  very 
stones  of  the  church  are  dear. 
Mr.  D.  Haynes,  while  not  taking 
much  part  in  ordinary  meetings,  has 
from  time  to  time  helped  largely  in 
finance  by  needed  gifts.  Mr.  J. 
Hindle,  now  living  in  retirement  at 

New  Brighton,  was  for  many  years  the  devoted  Church 
Steward.  Messrs.  S.  C.  Phillips,  steady  and  methodic  ; 
A.  Gardner,  a  fervent  and  enthusiastic  class  leader ; 
and  J.  Sparrow  are  among  the  older  members.  Younger 
men  have  come  to  the  front,  and  Messrs.  R.  N.  Vanes, 
the  Sunday-school  Superintendent;  J.  C.  Stevens, 
W.  H.  Duke,  E.  Rosevear,  W.  Bull,  W.  H.  Ferens,  and 
others  labour  with  the  utmost  energy.  Happily  too  they 
take  a  deep  and  intelligent  interest  in  Connexional  aff*airs. 
Nor  ought  the  ladies  to  be  forgotten.  No  church  has  had 
a  more  devoted  band  of  women  workers.  They  could 
always  be  depended  upon.  Recently  a  Sister  of  the 
People  has  been  employed  by  the  Church  to  do  deaconnesa 
work. 


Rev.  J.  J.  Lewis. 


Out-stations 

of  the  Circuit  have  never  been  numerous.  Some  of  those 
started  in  the  early  days  are  now  the  heads  of  other 
Circuits,  and  some  have  been  given  up. 

At  Cumberland  Street,  North  Dunedin,  on  a  site  which 
had  been  given,  a  church  to  seat  about  150  persons  was 
built  with  part  of  the  materials  from  Dowling  Street.  A 
good  congregation  was  gathered,  and  excellent  results 
obtained,  but  under  a  mistaken  policy  of  concentration  the 
services  were  discontinued. 

At  Opoho,  a  township  in  the  North-east  Valley,  on  a 
site  given  by  Mr.  R.  McLaren,  a  church  to  seat  120 
persons  was  built  in  1877,  at  a  cost  of  £243,  of  which 
about  one-half  was  raised.  In  1882  this  building  was 
removed  to  Cargill  Road.  Four  years  after,  the  site  was 
exchanged  for  one  in  the  Calton  township. 

In  188G  a  Mission  was  started  in  Pelidiet  Bay.  A 
brass  band  was  formed,  and  Sunday  and  week-night 
services  held.  These  were  continued  for  about  three  years. 
At  Northeast  Valley,  about  the 
same  time,  a  hall  was  rented,  and  a 
Sunday-school  started.  For  about 
five  years  this  was  worked  with 
varying  success,  but  on  the  removal 
of  Ml.  Joseph  Sparrow  and  family  to 
Mornington,  the  services  ceased. 

The  one  permanent  addition  to 
the  Circuit  is  Woodhaugh.  There, 
for  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  past, 
Mr.  Lewisham  and  others  have 
conducted  a  Sunday-school.  First, 
it  was  held  in  a  room  of  the  paper- 
mill.  In  1893,  a  building  site,  with 
an  old  cottage  thereon,  was  purchased 
at  a  cost  of  £65,  and  the  services 
transferred  thither.  Mr.  Phillips 
took  great  interest  in  this  new 
departure,  and  largejy  through  his 
energy,  there  was  built  there  three 
years  later  a  mission  hall,  to  seat  120 
persons,  at  a  cost  of  je220.  Calton 
site  was  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
devoted  to  this  new  enterprise.  So 
energetically  did  the  promoters  toil 
that  it  was  opened  with  a  debt  of 
only  £C)0.  This  amount,  through 
payments  to  the  Loan  Fund,  is  now 
at  the  vanishing  point. 


The  Circuit  Superintendent 

is  the  liev.  P.  W.  Fairclough.  liorn 
in  South  Australia,  he  came  to  the  West  Coast  with  the 
early  gold  miners.  In  the  StafVordtown  Church,  the  prace 
of  God  took  hold  of  him,  and  under  the  influence  of  the 
energetic  workers  there,  he  became  ji  local  preacher. 
Recommended  to  the  ministry,  he  was  train^rd  for  a  year 
under  the  Rev.  A.  ]{.  P'itchett,  and  then  spent  twelve 
months  under  the  care  of  Principal  Fletcher  at  the 
Newington  College  in  Sydney.  The  influence  of  both 
tutors  is  traceable  in  his  discourses.  Possessed  of  a  large 
amount  of  originality,  widely-read,  and  with  a  capacious 
memory,  he  is  a  capable  preacher,  a  lucid  and  effective 
writer,    and    when    cav^faUY    ^^^^^^'t'c^<i.^  ns^   vv  W'Jic^&Kiv. 

W^ln  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^"^^  ^^vv^Rx\.^x^X.>.^^-^^^^ 
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he  has  been  twice  appointed  to  Kaiapoi.  Of  the  remainder, 
six  years  were  spent  at  Patea  and  New  Plymouth,  and 
three  at  Invtrcargill.  He  is  now  entering  upon  his  second 
year  at  Trinity  Churcli.  In  1897  he  was  elected  President 
of  the  Conference,  and  is  now  Chairman  of  the  Otago 
District. 


Temporary  Church,  Woodhaugh. 

The  numerical  returns  show  2r)8  members  in  the  two 
Churches,  with  four  class  leaders,  and  six  local  preacliers. 
In  the  Sunday-schooh,  thirty-two  teachers  have  charge  of 
336  scholars,  and  there  arc  950  heaiors. 


DUNEDIN  (MORNINQTON   CIRCUIT). 

Thirty  years  ago  Mornington  was  a  small  and  primitive 
suburb.  There  were  several  townships,  but  all  being  laid 
out  bj  private  owners,  there  was  no  general  plan,  and  the 
streets  were  narrow  and  devious.  I>ut  the  high  prices  of 
land  in  Dunedin  itself,  and  the  desire  to  occupy  these  breezy 
heights,  gradually  led  those  who  were  able  to  take  up 
sections  there.  Among  them  were  Messrs.  Sandford, 
Watson,  Lind,  .1.  Sparrow,  and,  a  little  later  on, 
Mr.  Tennet,  an  ardent  Methodist  from  Victoria.  Prayer 
meetin<'s  were  instituted,  a  class  organised,  and  the  nucleus 
of  a  congregation  formed.  The  first  church  erected  was  on 
Richmond  Hill,  where  in  1876  a  site  was  purchased.  The 
building  had  no  architectural  pretensions,  but  was  neat 
and  comfortable,  and  was   opened   on   September  10th   by 

-  Dr.  Stewart,  Rev.  Fitchett,  and  Mr.  Leese.  It  was 
intended  to  seat  180  persons,  cost  £410,  and  the  debt 
was  £*240.  At  the  Conference  held  six  months  later, 
Mr.  Fitchett  pleaded  earnestly  for  a  ministerial  appointment 
thereto.  Conference  i^^ave  a  home  mission  grant  of  €100 
with  the  minister.  This  the  Dunedin  Circuit  agreed  to 
repay,  and  honourably  fulfilled  the  promise.  The 
Rev.  J.  .1.  Lewis',  a  Supernumerary,  was  appointed.  Ho 
soon  recovered  health  and  vigour,  and  put  all  bis  energy 
into  the  work.  Several  members  of  other  denominations 
attended  his  ministry.  In  the  course  of  years,  as  churches 
of  their  own  were  built,  these  hived  off,  but  the  cause  has 
progressed.  A  year  after  its  erection  £26*2  were  spent  in 
church  enlargement.  Of  this  only  one-third  was  raised, 
and  it  was  ieft  with  a  debt  of  £439.  At  the  fourth 
anniversary,  £300  were  raised  towards  reducing  this 
amount,    an(\     in     the    course    of   j'ears    it    was    entirely 

liquidated      Originally  there  was  a  strip  of  land  between 


the  church  and  the  side  street.  This  was  purchased  for 
£70  in  1890.  Five  years  later,  during  the  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  J.  N.  Buttle,  transepts  were  added  to  the  church  at  a 
cost  of  £175,  and  provision  made  for  a  hundred  additional 
worshippers.  The  congregation  is  noticeable  for  the  laige 
number  of  young  people  in  connection  therewith,  and  for 
its  excellent  choir  and  Sunday-school.  Two  years  since,  an 
eligible  site  immediately  opposite  was  obtained,  on  which 
the  erection  of  a  stone  church  to  accoramodace  the 
increasing  numbers  is  contemplated. 


Linden  and  Roslyn. 

On  Mr.  I^ewis's  arrival,  he  rented  the  Institute  in  High 
Street,  Roslyn,  preaching  there  on  Sunday  mornings, 
gathered  a  congregation,  and  started  a  Sunday-school. 
After  a  time  a  site  was  acquired  in  the  township  of 
Linden,  which,  though  out  of  the  line  of  traffic,  cost  £-*^0. 
The  erection  of  a  church  seating  120  persons  involved 
an  outlay  of  £390  more,  and,  unfortunately',  a  small 
congregation  in  humble  circumstances  was  left  to  struggle 
with  the  debt  of  £350.  Notwithstanding  this  and  other 
difficulties,  their  numbers  increased,  and  the  building  was 
enlarged  and  improved  by  persistent  and  repeated  efforts. 
The  debt  was  lessened,  and  by  the  help  of  the  Loan  Fund 
completely  extinguished  in  fourteen  years. 

By  that  time  it  was  clearly  seen  that  a  removal  must  be 
made.  The  population  down  Kaikorai  Valley  was  rapidly 
increasing.  The  present  stone  church,  erected  as  a  hall, 
was  offered  for  sale  by  the  mortgagee.  With  great  tact 
and  energy,  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Pinfold,  then  the  minister, 
induced  his  people  to  purchase  it  for  £450,  to  which  had  to 
be  added  the  cost  of  removing  the  old  building  for  school 
purposes.  Recognising  the  special  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  Loan  Fund  advanced  three-fourths  of  the  amount, 
part  of  which  was  met  by  a  special  payment  a  year  later, 
and  the  remainder  is  being  giadually  discharged.  A  good 
deal  of  work  m  refitting  the  buililing  was  done  gratuitously, 
and  moie  recently  various  internal  improvements  have 
been  effected  at  a  small  cost  to  the  Trust.  This  removal 
li.is  proved   to   be  eminently  wise.     The  congregation  ]»a8 


Bklleknowes  Church. 

grown,  and  the  school  increased.  With  t!ie  recent 
appointment  of  a  minister  to  work  in  the  midst  of  the 
population,  a  further  development  and  increa.se  may  be 
expected. 


THK  COLONIAL  CHURCHES. 


Al\) 


The  Morningfton  Parsonas^e. 

For  six  years  after  a  niarri(Ml  minister's  appointment  a 
house  was  rented.  This  was  unsatisfactory  both  to  tlio 
minister  and  to  the  Circuit.  The  Rev.  L.  Hudson 
therefore  encouraged  the  Quarterly  Meeting  to  "  arise  and 
build,"  and  in  1891  the  present  comfortable  house  of  eight 
rooms  was  erected.  Tt  cost  £'500,  of  which  half  was  raised 
by  subscriptions,  and  the  balance  arlvanced  by  the  Loan 
Fund.  A  year  ago  the  final  instalment  of  the  latter  was 
repaid.  The  front  of  the  house  commands  a  magnificent 
pHispect. 


The  Circuit 

has  now,  therefore,  three  churches,  and  according  to  the 
latest  returns  four  local  preachei-s,  four  class  lea(]ei*8,  and 
194  ipembers.  There  are  300  Sunday  scholars  under  the 
care  of  forty-three  teachers,  and  750  att(»ndants  on  public 
worship.  Times  of  in-gathering  were  experienced 
throughout  the  Ciicuit  in  1HS8  and  1h93,  and  during  the 
Rev.  T.  Cook*s  visit  there  were  about  thirty  conversions  at 
Mornington  alone.  During  the  last  few  months  there  havo 
been  steady  accessions  to  the  meml)crship,  chiefly  as  the  result 
of  ordinary  Sunday  s(»r\  ices  and  pastoral  work  in  the  home. 


MoRNlNOTUN    (.'HI'KCH    OfKK  K-HKARKKS. 

r..u  k  Roiv-Movrs.  J.  H.  iisUv.  T.  }ouo<..  Krv.  J.  N.  niittl.-.  \l.  Frapwi:ll,  T.  N.  J.,rv 
I.Cunlitti-.  \.  I.us«i>mlK-. 


l-r..TU  R..W— M.v.rv.  W.  I..  T,  n,.<  t.  !•.  I.  Arn-.M.  W.  11.  S<-..ii, 


Kelleknowes. 

On  this  estate,  situatt*  betwotm  Mornington  and  Hoslyn, 
houses  havi»  been  rising  during  the  last  five  years.  Twelve 
months  since  a  prayer  meeting  was  started  in  the  house  of 
Mr.  A.  J.  L.  Sirolt,  and  a  Sunday-shool  commenced  in 
Mr.  Tapper's  gymnasium.  Week  night  meetings  w(?re  also 
con<lucted.  In  ()ctoU*r  last  the  Loan  Fund  advanced  £50 
for  purchase  of  a  site.  An  energetic  lUiilding  Committee 
was  appointefl,  with  Mr.  T.  Tlarland  as  tn»asurer.  An 
appeal  was  made  to  the  t)ther  Wesleyan  congregations  of 
Dunedin,  and  aliU^ral  respcmso  given.  A  sale  of  work  was 
also  lieM.  Tin*  result  is  that  six  weeks  since  a  veiy  neat 
school  church  v/as  opened,  entire  ly  free  from  d<»bt> 


The  l{^»v.  J,  A.  Lewis,  who  .'iftcr  nineteen  years  of 
absence,  is  serving  a  second  term  in  tiic  Circuit,  is  one  of 
tiie  most  tiJented  ministers  of  tlie  C<»nferencc.  A  native 
of  Monmouthshire,  impressed  under  the  preaching  of  the 
Rev.  (jleorge  Maunder,  he  found  peace  with  (rod  in  a 
crowded  Lf)nd()n  street.  Sent  forward  as  a  candidate  from 
City  l^oad  Circuit,  he  had  two  years'  training  in  Richmond 
College.  He  has  never  lost  the  habits  of  a  studcmt,  and 
daily  reads  his  Polyglnt  l*»ihle.  Tenacious  of  Methodist 
tlieology,  an<l  an  ardent  admirer  of  John  Wesley,  he 
enndates  his  labours.  Slight  and  fragile  in  appearance,  he 
is  capable*  of  great  endurance,  and  has  an  excellent  voice. 
Jle  is  the  Rupert  of  Ciinference  debate.     As  a\jroaA:Kvv  Vvv^ 
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sermons  are  clear  and  logical,  and  aitnod  as  William  Arthur 
expressed  it,  "  at  the  fifth  rib."  Nearly  one-third  of  his 
ministry  has  been  given  to  Dunedin  and  Mornington.  He 
has  also  travelled  in  the  Auckland,  Christchurch,  Wellington, 

and  Napier  Circuits. 
He  was  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confer- 
ence in  the  Jubilee 
Year,  and  was  sub-, 
sequently  Chairman 
of  the  Metropolitan 
District.  The  Rev. 
R.  Wilson,  a  young 
man  in  the  first  year 
of  his  probation,  has 
just  heem  appointed 
second  preacher,  to 
reside  at  Roslyn. 


Mb.  T.  West,  Morninuton. 


CARQILL     ROAD 
CIRCUIT, 

Of  all  the  Dunedin 
Circuits,  this  is  the 
most  extensive,  as  it 
stretches  from  far  up 
the  Taieri  Plain  to 
Otago  Heads,  with 
its  centre  amid  the  dense  population  of  South  Dunedin 
and  Caversham.  There  are  three  churches  and  ten  other 
preaching  places.  The  minister  is  assisted  by  two  Home 
Missionaries  and  six  local  preachers.  The  members  number 
237,  with  four  class  leadei-s.  In  the  three  Sunday-schools 
there  are  forty-eight  teachers  and  3.58  scholars,  while  the 
total  number  of  attendants  is  1593.  The  Superintendent 
is  the  Rev.  T.  G.  Brooke,  now  entering  upon  his  fourth 
year.  A  Cumbrian  by  birth,  and  beginning  to  preach  in 
his  native  county,  he  came  to  New  Zealand  in  1879.  He 
was  at  once  sent  to  the  Paparoa  Circuit.  The  following 
year  he  applied  to  enter  the  Three  Kings  College,  but  after 
a  year's  study,  was  called  out  to  supph'  the  vacancy  at 
Leeston,  caused  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  J.  Armitage. 
Since  then  he  has  spent  seven  years  in  Westland,  ^\e  in 
country  districts  of  Auckland  Province,  and  three  in 
Ashburton.  Of  a  robust  and  vigorous  constitution,  he  is 
sturdy  in  character,  has  strong  convictions,  and  is  resolute 
and  outspoken.  A  thoughtful  reader,  and  interested  in 
sociology,  he  is  an  evangelical  preacher,  aims  at  conversions, 
and  sees  his  heart's  desire.  In  his  present  appointment  he 
has  been  exceedingly  happy.  From  the  first  he  gained  the 
confidence  and  affection  of  the  artisan  population  of  South 
Dunedin,  among  whom  he  is  doing  excellent  work.  For 
two  years  he  also  served  as  sub-editor  of  the  Adrocafe. 


First  Enterprises  of  the  Church. 

Methwlist  work    in   what  was    formerly  known  as    the 

Flat,  i.e.  the  area  now  comprised  in  the  Boroughs  of  South 

Dunedin,  Caversham,  St.  Kilda,  and  St.  Clair  District,  has 

been    carried    on    for    more    than    twenty   years.     It    was 

started    by    a     cottage     prayer     meeting    and     a    small 

Sundaj^-school.     Mr.  Albert  Be?ck,  with  Messrs.  Huggins, 

Wootton,  and  the  late  F.  L.  Clark,  held  a  weekly  prayer 

meeting  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Roberts,  widow  oi  D.Wobevlv^, 

c/ass    leader.     Shortly  after    the    same    zealous   vfOY\LeTa 

selected    an    ohl    cottage     in     Melbourne    Street,    wYxvcYi 


Mr.  Haynes  purchased  on  their  guaranteeing  interest  on 
the  outlay.  They  i)egged  a  quantity  of  material,  did  the 
carpentering  and  painting  work  themselves,  and  opened  it 
as  a  Sunday-school.  On  the  day  appointed  there  were  five 
teachers  and  nine  scholars  present,  but  these  increased  to 
twenty  before  the  session  closed.  From  that  time  it 
progressed,  and  they  saw  fruit  of  their  labours.  They  then 
resolved  to  make  it  a  preaching  station.  Forms,  a  table, 
chairs,  and  books  were  donated,  and  twenty-one  persons 
were  present  at  the  opening  services.  While  Mr.  Lewis 
was  in  charge  of  the  Mornington  Circuit,  ho  held  services 
in  a  rente']  hall  at  Caversham.  A  class  meeting  was  also 
started  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Peter  McLean,  a  worthy  local 
preacher  since  deceased.  These  services  were  eontioaed 
for  some  time.  Presently  a  church  site  was  purchased 
near  there,  but  relinquished  some  years  later  in  favour  of 
a  more  central  position. 


Cargill  Road. 

In  1882  a  second  start  was  made  in  the  present  centre^ 
Caversham  and  South  Dunedin  uniting  therein.  The 
property  on  which  the  Sunday-school  now  stands  was 
purchased  for  £300,  the  interest  being  guaranteed  by 
Mr.  D.  Haynes  for  three  jcars.  To  this  the  Opoho  Church 
was  removed  at  a  cost  of  £100,  the  debt  of  £150  on  the 
building  being  also  paid  off.  This  was  accomplished  by  the 
energy  and  push  of  the  Rev.  J.  Berry,  supported  chiefly  bj 
the  gentlemen  named,  with  Messrs.  C.  Duke,  T.  Jones,  and 
W.  ]>ennett.  It  was  a  part  of  Trinity  Circuit,  and  the 
Rev.  Mackenzie  Gibson  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Church 
in  18s:5.  After  seven  months  ho  resigned  to  enter  the 
Anglican  Church.  Thereupon  Mr.  Smalloy,  who  had 
been  a  Supernumerary,  was  induced  to  take  his  place  until 
the  following  Conference,  and  afterwards  appointed  there 
for  two  years  further.  This  proved  an  exceedingly  happy 
arrangement.  He  and  his  excellent  wife  threw  themselves 
into  the  work  with  the  utmost  abandon.  There  was 
impressive  preaching,  diligent  pastoral  visitation,  a  live 
Band  of  Hope,  and  frequent  open-air  services.  To  attract 
attention  to  the  Gospel  Temperance  Meetings,  a  flag  was 
hoisted  on  the  building,  and  processions  were  organised. 
A  public  hall  was  also  taken.  Mothers'  meetings  were  also 
held,  and  the  Church 
throbbed  with  ac- 
tivity. The  officers 
named  above,  with 
Messrs.  Bridgman, 
Cole,  Dowland,  and 
Mesdames  Doverall, 
Duke,  Dixon,  and 
others  heartily  co- 
operated. President 
Smalley  has  laboured 
with  honour  in  other 
spheres,  but  some  of 
the  best  work  of  his 
life  was  done  in 
this  neighbourhood. 
Shortly  after,  en- 
largement was  neces- 
^wc^,  and  the  church 


^^-S .  ^ .  ^ .  ^^<c:k^^% , 
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£100,  the  whole  of  which  was  raised.  Subsequently,  wings 
were  added  to  the  building,  and  15ft.  more  to  the  length, 
the  cost  of  this  also  being  met.  In  the  first  year  of 
Mr.  Morley's  superin tendency,  the  purchase  money  of  the 


Cak(;it,i.  Rn.u)  Chik(  ii,  South  Di'Nkiun. 

sit«'  was  also  pai<].  The  chief  workers  in  the  Sun(lay-scliool  — 
Messrs.  15eck,  Duke,  and  Bennett — were  entliusiastic,  and 
the  other  ortioe-beareis  ftillowed  tlieir  lead.  Tlie  ft)Ilowing 
year  an  opportunity  ollered  for  the  purchase  of  a  corner 
section  immediately  oj)posite,  with  an  en<,nneer's  shop 
tliereon,  for  £.'iOO.  I^y  the  help  of  tlie  Loan  Fund  this 
was  secured.  The  shop  was  fitted  up  for  infant  school 
purposes  by  voluntary  labour,  the  other  building  })eing  full 
to  overflowing.  The  congregations  were  large,  steady,  and 
liberal,  and  the  work  which  Mr.  Snialley  commenced 
wjis  carried  cm  and  consolidated  by  his  successors — 
M<vssrs.  Parsonson  and  Spence. 

The  Mission  Hall. 

As  years  passed,  it  was  evident  that  a  mor(»  commodious 
church  was  necessary.  The  site  wiis  in  the  very  centre  of 
the  j»opulation,  but  the  old  building  had  hml  its  day.  To 
the  Rev.  L.  Hudson  belongs  tiie  credit  of  the  new 
erection.  Immediately  on  his  appointment  he  took  steps 
to  carry  it  out.  He  was  solicitous  to  make  it  a  great 
Home  Mission  centre.  For  this  purpose  he  formed  a 
Band,  and  once  more  started  ()i)en-air  services.  He  wrote, 
j)reached,  and  prayed  about  the  new  building.  Plans  were 
prepared,  adopted,  and  on  July  ^th,  ISO;],  the  memorial 
stones  of  the  present  hall  were  laid  by  Messrs.  Hudson, 
Duke,  Wanh-op,  and  Mrs.  Oliver.  It  was  reported  that 
£'M0  had  been  already  raised,  and  £1:20  m(u*e  were 
prv)n);sed.  While  in  course  of  erection,  a  30ft.  wall  was 
blown  down,  which  caused  delay  and  loss.  Mr.  Hudson's 
health  failed,  and  for  weeks  he  was  apparentl}'  at  d(»ath's 
d(X»r.  The  work,  however,  proceeded,  and  the  ft)llowing 
year  it  was  reported  that  the  hall,  seating  GOO  persons,  had 
lK*en  ct)mpleted  at  a  cost  of  over  £1100.  Special  aid  was 
given  by  the  Jjmn  Fund,  and  £500  advanced,  of  which 
about  half  has  been  repaid. 

The  Circuit. 

In  1S94  Cargill  Road  was  tentatively  separated  from 
Trinity  Church,  the  latter  agreeing  to  subsidise  it  for  three 
yeai-s,  and,  if  necessary,  at  tlie  end  of  that  time  the  two 
were  to  be  rejoined.     The  subsidies  were  duly  paid,  and 


the  experiment  proving  a  success,  the  division  was 
completed  in  1H97.  Hitherto  the  minister  has  resided  in  a 
rented  house,  but  last  year  a  site  not  far  from  the  church 
was  purchased,  and  it  is  proposed  within  a  few  months  to 
erect  a  substantial  parsonage  thereon. 


Moss^iel  Home  Mission  Station. 

Mosgiel  was  one  of  the  first  townships  on  the  Taieri 
Plain.  The  opening  of  the  woollen  mill  there  brought  a 
large  number  of  operatives,  and  it  has  become  a  Iwrough 
town,  having  a  population  of  1.3s;i.  Although  two  such 
old  Methodists  as  Mr.  G.  Howell  and  his  late  brother 
William,  with  their  families,  resided  there  from  an  early 
period,  no  steps  were  taken  to  hold  services  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Moffat,  an  ardent  Shetland  Methodist,  with  a  few 
others,  arrived  in  the  early  eighties.  The  first  service  was 
conducted  by  the  present  writer  on  November  •J2nd,  1885. 
Amid  considerable  dithculties,  and  aided  by  his  colleague 
and  the  local  preach(?rs,  the  appointments  were  supplied. 
Pastoral  work  was  also  diligently  done.  Various  buildings 
were  utilised  for  services,  among  them  the  Council  Chamber 
and  Public  Hall.  After  eleven  years  the  congregation 
"  took  heart  of  grace,"  and  purcliased  a  site  for  £60. 
Plans  of  a  neat  weather-board  church  were  approved,  and 
six  months  later  it  was  reported  as  duly  opened,  with  a 
debt  of  £75  to  the  l^an  Fund,  which  is  being  gradually 
paid  oflf. 

Two  years  ago  a  Home  Missionary  was  located  there. 
Preaching  stations  have  since  been  opened  at  Berwick, 
Wo()dsid(»,  Maungatua,  Taieri  Ferry,  and  Wy lie's  Corner. 
Mr.  A.  MacDean,  a  young  local  preacher  from  Victoria,  is 
now  in  charge. 

Tlie  Peninsula 

is  the  second  Home  Mission  Station  in  connection  with 
tiiis  Circuit.  Church  work  there  dates  from  a  very  early 
period.  Forty  years  since  Messrs.  Wright  and  Duke  were 
accustomed  to  cross  the  harl)our  and  assist  Mr.  Bacon  in 
holding  s(Tvices  at  Broad  Bay.     Since  that  time  they  have 


Fer.v  Hill  Parsonack,  Dunkdin  (Ckntral:Missiox). 

been  continuetl  with  scarcely  an  interruption.    Mr.  Harding 
soon  found  his  way  thvtlvev,  ^vsd  ^  Vaj^^'^i^Jsfc  '^^If*^^'^ 


^*<sst^ 


482 


THE  HISTORY  OF  METHODISM  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


presented  for  baptism.  Among  them  were  twins.  The 
mother  not  having  arrived,  the  preacher  asked  the  father 
for  the  names.  The  reply  was,  "  One  is  James,  the  other 
Christopher."  "  James  and  Christopher,  very  good,"  said 
Mr.  Harding,  taking  up  one  in  his  arms.  "  What  is  the 
name  of  this  one  ?"  The  man  hesitated,  looked  first  at  the 
one  and  then  at  the  other,  and  presently  said,  "  I'm 
blowed  if  T  know."  Just  then  his  wife  entered,  and  he 
called  out,  *'  Hero,  Missus,  come  and  tell  the  parson  which 
is  which,  for  I'm  hangod  if  I  can  tell."  The  mother 
herself  had  ditliculty  in  distinguishing  them,  but  presently 
did  so,  and  tho}^  were  duly  baptised,  although  the  gravity 
of  the  congregation  was  severely  taxed.  In  18G8  a  church 
site  was  obtained,   and   shortly  after  part  of  the  present 


At  others  the  passage  could  not  be  attempte<l,  and  the 
congregation  was  left  without  a  preacher.  It  was 
therefore  determined  three  years  ago  to  transfer  tho 
Peninsula  to  Cargill  Road  Circuit.  Mr.  A.  Hopper  has 
recently  taken  up  his  residence  there  as  Home  Missionary 
in  charge. 


DUNEDIN   CENTRAL  MISSION. 

Of  the  successful  commencement  and  growth  of  this 
Mission,  a  brief  narrative  has  already  been  given  in  the 
story  of  Methodist  Union.  Begun  in  faith,  and  with  the 
desire  to  gather  in  the  non-church  goers,  it  has  been 
continued   on   the   same   lines.     There  are  always  in  the 


(■K\TK.\r,    Ml>^slUX    OkFK  K-KKARKKS,    DL'NEDIN. 

iMDiii   Row -Mr.  J.  Popo.  R.v.  T.  W.  Ncwbold.  Mr.  J.  Hrown.      Middio  Row— 
I).  IJootli.  \V.  I\iris.     Hack  Row     Messrs.  J.  l-awcelt.  J.  Thomas,  J.  Garrick, 

building  erected.     Mr.    J.  H.  Gray  came  to  reside  there, 
and   as  a   local   preacher  was  most  useful.     About  fifteen 
years  ago  the  church  was  enlarged  and  greatly  improved. 
Hroad  Bay  is  now  a  seaside  resort  of  Dunedin,  and  in  the 
summer  the  congreLjation  receives  large  additions  from  the 
visitors.      During   ^Ir.    Salter's  term  at  Port  Chalmers,  a 
cliurch  belonging  to  the  Maoris  at  Otakou  was  occupied  at 
their  reciuest,  and  a  preaching  station  also  opened  further 
down. 
On  the  division  of  the  Dunedin  Circuit  in  18T0,  Hroad 
Bajr  was  associated  with  Port  Chalmers.     For  twenty-^^evew 
j^ears  it  was  worked  from  thence,  but  crossing  the  VxavboMx 
was  inconvenient,  and  sometimes  done  at  the  r'vik  oiV\ie, 


Messrs.  P.  Cl.irk.  W.  C.  Cr.ino.  P.  Barkinan.  C. 
,  W.  T.  Saiuhrs,  R.  T«,Ifcr.  J.  G.irdncr.  T.  .Morris. 


I).   Sullivan.  J.   Kiii'wUs. 


Church  those  to  whom  work  of  this  character  specially 
appeals,  and  many  such  united  themselves  with  the  Mis-iion 
in  the  early  days  to  find  a  sphere  of  congenial  toil.  The 
converts  have  also  been  trained  to  act  as  scouts,  by 
inviting  people  to  attend  the  services,  and  to  aid  in  the 
singing  and  prayer  meetings.     Hence  there  has  been 

Steady  Progress. 

The  first  hall  in  Rattray  Street  rapidly  filled,  and  soon 

became  too  small.     The  Lyceum  was  subsequently  occupied, 

\)M\i  \\v\iXi  ^"g*^  «^l\ftY  a  time  was  crowded  to  excess.     Since 

i^w\.ww^  ^xv  \>A^  ^«jt\\s«v\  ^Msi\^  -a.  VcyxUxec  addition  to  the 
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five  hundred  more  than  formerly.  Still  it  is  none  too 
largo  for  the  ordinary  Sunday  evening  services,  and  on 
special  occasions,  aisles  are  filled  as  well.  In  the  morning 
it  is  more  of  a  family  service,  and  about  three  hundred  to 
four  hundred  attend.  Of  the  crowds  that  gather  in  the 
evening,  a  certain  proportion  were  formerly  connected  with 
various  Churches,  but  the  majority  had  not  been  identified 
with  any,  and  there  are  always  some  there  who  probably 
would  not  go  into  a  Church  building.  Music  has  been 
very  properly  employed,  and  an  efficient  orchestra  leads 
the  service  of  praise.  There  has  been  no  attempt  at 
sensationalism.  Sankey's  hymns  arc  sung,  plain  and 
pointed  sermons  are  preached,  and  the  prayers  are  short 
and  earnest.  The  secret  of  success  is  that  all  those 
connected   with    the   Mission    are  prayerful    and    devoted. 


Bible  Christian  Conference  in  England.  What  seemed  at 
one  time  a  ruin  has  thus  been  transformed  into  a 
comfortable  hall,  and  part  of  the  section  still  remains  to  be 
utilised. 

The  parsonage  at  Fern  Hill  is  commodious  and  excellently 
situated.  It  was  originally  purchased  for  about  £700,  and 
two-thirds  of  the  cost  were  raised. 


Later  History  and  Developement. 

In  1897,  Mr.  Ready  requested  leave  to  visit  England  for 
twelve  months.  This  was  granted,  and  an  unmarried 
minister  appointed  as  his  assistant.  The  Finance 
Committee  of  the  Mission  agreed  to  continue  the  ordinary 
stipend,  and  to  give  Mr.  Ready  the  use  of  the  parsonage, 


CiriNKsE  Class  and  Teach krs,  Central  Mission,  Dunedin. 

They  expect  that  the  power  of  the  Spirit  will  accompany 
the  preaching  of  the  Word,  and  that  under  its  influence 
men  and  women  will  be  converted.  Their  trust  has  been 
honoured  by  G(k1,  and  conversions  are  frequent. 

The  week-night  meetings  are  held  at  Stafford  Street 
Hall,  where  the  Sunday-school  is  also  conducted.  There  is 
a  large  class  of  Chinese,  to  whom  also  one  night  per  week  is 
devoted.  Miss  Cannon,  an  early  worker  there,  was  sent  as 
a  missionary  to  China,  where  she  still  labours  as  the  wife 
of  a  Bible  Christian  minister.  I^ed  by  Mr.  John  Pope,  a 
great  fleal  of  work  in  and  around  the  Hall  has  been  done 
gratuitously.  In  189G,  £'75  were  specially  subscribed  for 
additional  seats,  painting,  and  decorating.  About  £1000 
has  been  spent  upon  the  purchase  and  improvement  of  the 
property,  and  the  whole  raised,  except  JglOO  given  by  tV\e 


leaving  him  only  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  supply.  The 
Rev.  T.  W.  Newbold  did  good  service  during  the  time  he 
was  there  as  locum  tennis.  The  congregation  and  funds 
were  not  only  maintained  but  inoreased.  On  his  return, 
Mr.  Ready,  the  founder  of  tlie  Mission,  spent  another  year 
there,  after  which,  with  many  marks  of  affection  and 
e^steem  from  his  people,  he  entered  upon  circuit  work  in 
Auckland. 

The  Rev.  W.  A.  Sinclair, 

who  was  appointed  his  successor,  and  is  now  commencing 
the  second  year  of  his  appointment^  is  a  New  ZaswV»kAss^. 
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Rev.  J.  H.  Simmonds,  he  began  the  work  of  a  local 
preacher,  and  after  some  training,  was  nominated  as  a 
candidate  for  the  ministry.  After  using  well  his  College 
term  at  Three  Kings,  his  probation  was  equally  divided 


Past  ami  Preskxt  Workkrs  in  Dixkoin  Mission. 

Miss  Cannon.  Mks.  Don.  Sistkr  LoriF. 

between  Hastings  and  Tauranga,  wliere  ho  accjuired  the 
reputation  of  a  faithful  pastor  and  a  promising  preaclier. 
Four  years  were  then  given  to  the  Helping  Hand  Mission 
in  Auckland.  There  he  showed  a  gift  for  organisation, 
and  while  doing  his  own  special  work  thoroughly,  took  a 
prominent  position  in  the  Christian  Endeavour  movement 
in  the  City.  A  thoughtful  man,  with  a  fund  of  quiet 
energy,  he  attends  to  every  part  of  his  work.  Without 
unduly  obtruding  his  own  views,  he  (juietly  persists  in 
carrying  out  the  plans  carefully  formed.  Since  his  arrival 
in  Dunedin,  he  has  developed  more  fully  the  social  work  of 
the  Mission.  Sister  Ruth,  from  South  Australia,  has  been 
working  in  connection  with  the  congregation  for  eighteen 
months,  and  Sister  Marie,  from  Melbourne,  has  recently 
arrived.  Hoth  are  found  exceedingly  useful.  A  Young 
Men's  Club  has  also  been  organised,  and  the  minister,  a 
young  man  himself,  has  great  influence  with  its  members. 

In  connection  with  the  Mission  there  are  reported  three 
local  preachers,  three  class  leaders,  and  260  Church 
members.  The  Sunday-school  has  154  names  on  the  roll, 
with  fourteen  teachers,  and  the  attendants  at  the  public 
services  are  estimated  at  2150.  After  ten  years  the 
Mission  is  certainly  a  success,  and  gives  promise  of  more 
abundant  usefulness  in  the  days  to  come. 


PORT  CHALMERS. 

The  town  of  Port  Chalmers  was  named  in  honour  of  the 
distinguished  divine  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  Its 
situation  is  pleasant  and  picturesque.  When  first  laid  out, 
with  the  amphitheatre  of  wooded  hills  around,  and  the 
bush  on  either  side  of  the  harlK)ur  from  thence  to  Dunedin, 
it  was  even  more  attractive.  It  claims  the  honour  of  being 
the  place  in  which 

The  First  European  Wesleyan  Church  in  Otago 

was  erected.  The  movement  in  connection  therewith  shows 
great  courage  and  determination  on  the  part  of  the  early 
members.  Mr.  W.  Morris,  a  Welsh  Methodist  an<l  local 
preacher,  arrive<l  in  1852  or  1853,  and  settled  in  Blanket 
Bay.  He  at  once  commenced  services.  Mr.  Kirk  visited 
the  place,  and  preached  in  the  old  Presbyterian  Church. 
Profitable  meetings  were  held,  but  a  church  home  of 
their  own  was  earnestly  desired  by  the  congregation.  A 
meeting  was  therefore  called  on  February  TJth,  1855. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Mansford  was  Chair^-an,  and  Mr.  B.  Bailey, 
Secretary.     The   Committee  consisted    of    Mes.«?rs.   Taylur, 


f^*^- 


.a'i    J 


SisTeh  Marie,     Rev,   W.  A.  Sisvlaxr,     Sistku  Ritii. 


CHIRCH    AND    PARSdXACiR,    PoRT    ChALMKRS. 

Bidley,  Logie,  Perry,  Morris,  Mansfonl,  J.  R.  I^lonson, 
Lean,  and  P.  Williams.  Five  days  later  Mr.  Taylors  plans 
%vere  a<lopted.  A  site  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Mansford, 
and  conveyed  to  Messrs.  Logie,  Monson,  and  Perry,  as 
Trustees.  On  the  21st  of  October  following,  it'  was 
formally  dedicated  by  Mr.  Kirk.  The  collections  were 
£6  7s.* lid.  The  cost  had  been  £96,  of  which  £':^3  18s. 
remained  as  a  debt.  The  last  instalment  of  this  was  paid 
in  November,  1801.  Church  of  England  services  were 
occasionally  held  in  this  building  for  some  years  aftorwanls. 
It  was  also  rented,  and  the  first  public  school  in  th(»  P»)rt 
was  started  therein  iHr);').  After  three  years  the  servi<'es 
were  discontinued,  owine  to  the  removal  of  the  principal 
worshippers.  On  Mr.  Harding's  arrival  in  the  Province. 
he  says,  "We  soon  found  our  way  to  Port  Chalmers,  and 
were  heartily  welcomed  by  our  true  friend,  Mr.  Monson." 
Services  were  recommenced,  and  a  year  later  the  church 
was  enlarged  and  improved  at  a  further  cost  of  i?170.  Tt 
was  formally  reopene<l  on  May  31st,  1863,  the  preachers 
being  the  Revs.  Johnstone  (Presbyterian)  and  R.  S.  Bunn. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Monson,  who  was  a  passenger  by  the 
John  W\|c,Ufl,  ^K^  ^vst  immigrant  vessel,  and  who  took  a 
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great  interest  in  the  Church's  work,  relates  that  a 
Sunclay-sch<x>l  was  also  started  in  the  early  fit'iics  in  a 
store,  situate  at  the  corner  of  George  and  Mount  Streets. 
He  recalls  the  fact  that  Mr.  Salter,  an  English  local 
preaclier,  passing  through  on  his  way  to  Canterbury, 
presented  a  number  of  books  for  use  in  the  library. 
Meantime,  the  spiritual  Church  was  also  being  built  up. 
Mr.  Harding  appointed  Mr.  C.  Duke  as  Society  Steward, 
and  Mr.  J.  Wiight,  class  leader.  The  class  soon  numberc<i 
twenty-four  persons.  Two  of  these  lived  at  Blueskin,  one 
at  Merton,  and  the  rest  in  or  near  th(?  Port.  Twelve 
months  later  their  number  had  been  increased  by  seven. 
Thev  gave  freelv,  tlu?  contributions  for  June,  l^iV-^y  being 
£\\   iSs.  :5cl.,  and  for  June,  1S(U,  £18  ISs. 


men  he  was  a  favourite.  His  pulpit  appi^als  were  often 
exceedingly  powerful,  and  not  a  few  of  the  present  Church 
members  ascribe  their  first  impressions  to  his  ministry. 
His  Hibernianisais  and  witty  utterances  rendered  him 
none  the  less  effective.  For  twenty-eight  years  he  did 
good  service  in  New  Zealand  Circuits.  His  health  then 
failed.  He  became  a  Supernumerary,  and  now  resides  in 
Sydney. 

The  Present  Church. 

Even  the  enlarged  church  soon  b(?came  too  small  for  the 
congregation.  Moreover,  its  foundations  wei'e  found  to  be 
insecure.  It  was  therefore  resolv(;d  to  build  a  new  one. 
This  was  successfully  undertaken,  and  the  present  church 


TuRT    ClIALMF.KS    ClRClMT    OfFH  K-BEARKKS. 

Toi»  Kiiw— Missrs.   I.  Nbi>t<  r.  H.  Sinclair,  E.  lUrkiiiss.  J.  Shanks. 
J.  Strviii-,  C.  W,  I>bii-n.r. 

Appointment  of  a  Resident  Minister. 

Six  months  after  Mr.  Harding's  arrival,  a  meeting  was 
held  to  ensure  this.  Great  interest  was  shown,  and  several 
subscriptions  of  £')  to  t'lo  per  annum  promised  towards 
his  support.  The  result  was  that  in  April,  iSlj:?,  the 
Rev.  11.  S.  r»unn  arrived  from  Victoria.  Of  great 
energy,  some  experience  of  Australian  goldtields,  and  with 
considerable  power  as  a  preacher,  he  was  well  fitted  for  the 
undertaking.  He  soon  made  friends  with  the  immigrants, 
who  were  then  rapidly  arriving,  and  with  the  seafaring 


SlcoiuI  Kow — MirM-.  (1.   Ainlnwi-    C.  I)uk<'.  K- 


I".    \,   (.nlliM.  \V.   Shiulturili, 


erected  at  a  cost  of  t'TOO.  The  opening  sermons  were 
preached  in  January,  18I.U,  by  tii(»  Kcvs.  BuINm-  and  Hunn, 
the  text  of  the  former  being  ''  And  there  they  preached  the 
Gospel.''  The  collections  were  £\C)  1 7s.,  and  a  soiree 
brought  in  €42  l.'3s.  more.  At  the  end  of  th(;  year  a 
successful  baznar  was  held,  which  netted  £170,  and  thus 
considerably  reduced  the  debt.  After  twenty-eight  years,  it 
was  found  that  the  building  needed  a  thorough  renovation. 
Better  vestry  accommodation  was  also  required.  The 
Rev.  W.  L»  Seklt^v^  iK^tv  \Jcv^  ^\\v\^V5«^^xArx\5^^«w  "^^x^  \s^j«.s 
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and  at  a  cost  of  £285,  it  wiis  successfully  carried  out. 
Good  work  has  been  done  in  this  church.  In  the  early 
days  conversions  were  frequent.  Two  ministers  of  tlie 
Church — the  Revs.  Marten  and  Beck — found  peace  within 

its  walls.  Among  its 
early  oiembera  were 
Messrs.  G.  Wiseman 
and  J.  Smith,  both 
thurcmghly  devoted  and 
eonsiHtetjt,  Mi\  \V. 
Jiiuidajl  was  long  a 
snuidaid    beurcT    there, 


and  died  in  great 
peace  in  lti60.  Messrs. 
M,  Joyce,  Woobey, 
Stevons,  and  A.  C. 
Campbell  were  also 
conspicuf>U3  for  their 
attachment.  Mr. 
Shadforth  was  for 
twenty  years  the  Trust 
Messrs.     Duke,     Monson, 


Mk.  Bandall. 


Treasurer,  and  these,  with 
Taylor,  Mansford,  Denspm, 
Mclnnes,  and  others,  bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day. 
Mr.  E.  L.  Asher,  who  arrived  in  1863,  formed  the  first 
choir,  and  was  a  member  of  it  for  seventeen  years.  For 
twenty-six  years  he  has  been  the  efficient  Secretary  of  the 
Trust,  and  is  also  a  local  preacher.  Mr.  E.  W.  Isbister  now 
worthily  fills  the  position  of  Treasurer.  Mr.  and  ^1  rs.  Duke, 
returning  after  an  absence  of  years  to  their  former  home  in 
Sawyer's  Bay,  are  still  active  members,  Mr.  Duke  being 
Circuit  Steward  and  a  local  preacher. 


The  Minister's  House. 

A  site  for  a  parsonage  was  originally  acquired  near 
Sawyer's  Bay.  For  some  now  unknown  reason  it  was  not 
utilised.  During  the  incumbency  of  Mr.  Shaw,  the  present 
parsonage  site,  with  a  house  thereon,  was  purchased  for 
£600.  The  greater  part  of  this  was  left  as  a  debt,  and  as 
the  whole  church  cost  had  not  been  paid,  interest  on  the 
mortgage  was  a  ditKculty  for  thirteen  years.  In  18S6, 
Mr.  Fee  resolut(?ly  set  himself  to  grapple  with  this.  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  were  raised  ;  an  ecjual  amount 
advanced  by  the  Ijoan  Fund,  and  paid  off  a  few  years  later. 
In  1891,  a  new  house  became  necessary,  and  the  present 
cottage  parsonage  of  seven  rooms,  with  a  detached  study, 
was  pvt  up  at  a  cost  of  £300.  This  enterprise,  as  well  as 
iho  church  renovation,  wan  also  aided  by  the  liOau  Fund. 
The  members  worked  with  a  will,  and  the  loans  \mve>  a\\ 
been  paid  off,   thus  leaving  a   compact  property  eutireVy 


Waitati,  or  Blueskin. 

Mr.  Harding  speaks  of  conducting  services  at  this 
settlement  soon  after  his  arrival.  In  1868  the  present  site 
was  acquired,  and  a  church  built  shortly  after.  The  saiue 
year  Mr.  Marten  reports  that  there  was  a  revival  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  many  fouud  peace  with  God.  Mr.  Pow, 
of  Dunedin,  for  many  years  was  accustomed  to  preach 
there  at  least  once  a  month,  walking  the  whole  distance 
there  and  back.  During  the  early  eighties,  Mr.  Ferguson, 
a  popular  Irish  local  preacher,  was  teacher  of  the  public 
school,  and  frequently  preached  in  the  church,  to  the 
interests  of  which  he  devoted  much  time  and  attention. 
In  1881  the  church  was  renovated  and  improved  at  a 
cost  of  £40,  the  whole  of  which  was  raised.  Gracious 
seasons  of  (juickening  were  frecjuently  realised  during 
Mr.  Ferguson's  residence.  Of  late  years  the  name  of 
Waitati  has  been  given  to  the  railway  station,  and  so  the 
church,  which  is  eight  miles  and  a  half  from  Port  Chalmers 
has  received  the  same  designation. 

Two  Preaching:  Stations. 

For  fourteen  years  past  services  have  been  conducted  at 
Seacliir,  fifteen  miles  away.  Mr.  J.  J5rown,  a  Dunedin 
Methodist,  took  up  land  there  in  \H6l,  and  he  and  his 
wife  interested  themselves  in  the  services,  until  their 
removal  to  England  two  or  three  year's  since.  Preaching 
is  still  con<luc-ted  there  in  the  public  school  on  the 
afternoons  of  the  Lord's  Day.  At  the  Lower  Harbour, 
fiv(^  miles  from  the  Port,  Mr.  Asher  started  a  Sunday-school 
in  181)7.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  children  in  the  Distnct 
attended,  and  it  is  still  conducted  by  him.  An  afternoon 
preaching  service  is  also  held  there.  During  the  lifetime 
of  the  late  I\Ir.  Hammond,  a  godly  and  earnest  local 
preacher,  who  li\'ed  at  Merton,  occasional  services  were 
held  there,  but  no  regular  ai)pointments  were  made. 

The  Circuit  History. 

Port  Chalmers,  with  Ihoad  Bay  and  Blueskin,  were  in 
1870     separated     from     Dunedin,     and     constituted     an 


^  Waitati  Chirch. 

independent   Circuit,    the   Rev.   H.    Lull    being   the"Jfiret 
\m\\\sVv?\.    YL^  >«iaA  ^MCiCQeded  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Smalley. 


tse  cotiOKiAt  csuticfies. 
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Rkv.  U.  H.  Standage. 


The  Rev.  C.  H.  Standage,  now  in  the  third  year  of  hii 
appointment^  is  a  native  of  Gampbelltown,  Tasmania. 
Converted  at  Newtown  in  the  year  1870,  he  at  once' 
commenced  to  preach,  and  after  a  term  of  study  at  Horton 

College,  was  received  as 
a  candidate.  He  served 
in  two  Tasmanian  Gir^ 
cults  during  his  pro- 
bation, and  in  1879 
was  transferred  to  New 
Zealand  as  an  exchange 
for  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Shaw. 
Of  the  past  twenty-one 
years,  sixteen  have  been 
spent  in  the  Canterbury 
Districts,  where  he  oc- 
cupied five  Circuits  in 
successioD.  Of  a  sunny 
disposition,  with  good 
pastoral  habits,  and 
fluent  in  speech,  he 
gains  the  affection  and 
esteem  of  his  people. 
In  his  Circuit  work,  he 
is  assisted  by  five  local 
preachers.  There  are  seventy-five  adult  Church  members, 
and  twelve  juniors,  with  three  class  leaders.  In  the  two 
Sunday-schools,  thirteen  teachers  have  the  oversight  of  102 
scholars,  and  there  are  420  attendants  on  public  worship. 
The  minister  of  Port  Chalmers  is  in  the  happy  position  of 
being  able  to  know  all  the  members  of  his  congregations, 
and  can  thus  minister  to  their  spiritual  requirements  the 
more  wisely. 

OAMARU   CIRCUIT. 

The  town  of  Oauiaru  is  one  of  the  most  pleasantly 
situated  in  Otago.  With  a  good  beach  and  an  extensive 
area,  unusually  wide  streets,  a  background  of  hills,  a  fairly 
good  harbour,  and  a  climate  which  is  almost  perfection,  it 
is  exceedingly  attractive.  Its  stone  quarries  are  well 
known,  and  the  country  around  is  well  adapted  to  the 
growth  of  cereals.  Its  progress  has  been  retarded  by  the 
land  around  being  held  in  large  estates,  and  by  municipal 
works  in  the  early  days  being  undertaken  on  too  large  a 

scale.  Next  to  Dun- 
edin  itself,  it  is  the 
oldest  Circuit  in 
Otago.  Commenced 
under  excellent  aus- 
pices, it  has  had 
a  most  strange, 
chequered,  and,  in 
some  respects,  a 
painful  history. 


Mm.  a  DU£X,  PoMT  Cmalmmmb, 


The  First 
Methodist  Service 

was  held  by  the 
Rev.  I.  Harding  on 
March  10th,  1863. 
Mr.  T.  Fcrens,  of 
whose  work  at  the 
Waikooaiti  Mission 
Station  an  account 
has   been  giyeu.  ixk 


our  history  of  the  Maori  Mission,  was  now  a  runholder, 
and  had  a  station  at  Stotfold,  twenty-three  miles  from  the 
town.  Naturally  of  a  generous  disposition,  and  an  ardent 
Methodist,  he  was  anxious  for  the  extension  of  the  Church. 
His  name  and  worth 
wei-e  well  known. 
Arriving  at  the 
station  on  the  Satur- 
day, Mr.  Harding 
held  services  on 
Sunday  morning  and 
baptised  seven  child- 
ren. He  then  rode 
on  to  Oamaru,  and 
in  the  schoolhouse, 
secured  by  Mr.  M. 
Grenfell,  who  had 
been  a  Sunday-bchool 
Superintendent  in 
Geelong  during  his 
own  residence  there, 
he  preached  to  a 
good  congregation. 
No  time  was  lost 
in   organisation.     A     „ 

month  after,  a  ^''«-  ^-  ^^^«'  ^^^^  Chalmers. 
second  visit  was  paid,  when  Mr.  Harding  proposed 
that  Mr.  Flamank,  a  local  preacher  expected  from 
Victoria,  should  be  engaged  as  Home  Missionary.  Suitable 
arrangements  were  made,  a  residence  provided  for  at  the 
Stotfold  station,  and  in  three  weeks  he  was  on  the  ground. 
Mr.  Ferens  also  recommenced  his  work  as  a  local  preacher. 
Services  were  held  every  Sunday  evening  in  the  town,  and 
also  at  Otepopo,  Stotfold,  Clifton  Falls,  Emsland,  and  other 
places.  

A  Site  Selected  and  a  Church  Built. 

Mr.  Harding  thought  little  of  riding  up  from  Dunedin, 
and  in  August  he  was  there  again.  After  preaching  on 
Sunday  evening  a  meeting  was  called  to  consider  the 
question  of  church  building.  Two  sites  were  indicated 
as  suitable,  one  in  Hull  Street,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Oamaru  Creek,  and  the  other  in  the  north  of  the  town,  in 
Eden  Street.  As  the  upset  price  of  quarter-acre  sections 
was  £12  lOs.,  £25  were  collected.  Mr.  Ferens  gave  £25, 
and  half  an  acre  in 
each  place  was  se- 
cured. As,  however, 
the  creek  was  un- 
bridged,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  get  drays 
across,  and  the  popu- 
lation was  chiefiy  on 
the  hill  to  the  south 
of  the  town,  it  was 
determined  to  build 
on  the  southern  site. 
A  committee  was 
appointed,  and  in 
January  Mr.  Flam- 
ank removed  to 
Oamaru  to  look  after 
the  erection.  The 
arrangements  made 
are  minutely  detailed, 
and  \x>-4ai^  «^.r^^  ^stA 
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and  primitive.  It  was  resolved  that  the  pulpit  and  communion 
rails  should  be  of  cedar,  that  fourteen  seats  should  be 
made  with  backs,  and  throe  without,  that  the  church 
should    be  plastered,   and   lighted    with    four   suspension 


Oamaru  Parsonage. 

lamps  and  two  bracket  ones,  with  two  additional  for  the 
pulpit.  It  was  also  agreed  that  the  seats  should  be  let 
at  half-a-crown  per  quarter  each,  but  those  in  closed  pews 
near  the  pulpit  at  four  shillings.  It  had  boen  intended 
that  Mr.  Harding  should  conduct  the  dedicatory  services, 
but  to  the  consternation  of  the  Otago  Methodists  he  was 
unexpectedly  removed  to  Wellington.  The  church  was 
opened  on  April  2nd,  1864.  Mr.  M.  Calvert,  senior 
Circuit  Steward,  preached  in  the  morning  from  Luke 
XV.,  10 ;  Mr.  Ferens  in  the  afternoon,  from  Psalm  xlviii.,  \) ; 
and  Mr.  Flamank  conducted  the  evening  service,  preaching 
from  I.  Kings  viii.,  38.  The  collections  were  £18.  At  a 
soiree  a  few  days  later  the  whole  population  attended. 
Tickets  were  half-a-crown  each,  and  XOO  were  netted.  The 
cost  was  reported  as  £450,  and  only  £200  was  left  as 
a  debt.  Better  still,  the  building  was  consecrated  by 
conversions,  which  were  frequent,  while  at  Stotfold  there 
was  an  almost  continuous  revival.  The  converts  were 
anxious  to  work.  One  of  them,  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Oliver, 
entered  the  ministry.  Three  or  four  became  local  preachers, 
and  the  work  so  extended  that  in  1865  a  Circuit  was 
constituted.  At  the  fii*st  Quarterly  Meeting  42  members 
were  reported  at  the  four  preaching  places.  Wiihin  a  few 
months  services  were  opened  in  four  other  centres,  the 
Circuit  taking  in  not  only  Waikouaiti,  but  Kyeburn, 
Hamiltons,  and  Dunstan  Creek.  Everything  promised 
a  rapid  and  permanent  growth. 


Days  of  Darkness  and  Trial. 

Strange  misadventures,  misunderstandings,  and  apparent 

blunders  blighted  the  fair  piospect.       There  was  not  only  a 

minister  appointed,  but  Mr.  Flamank  continued  as  a  Home 

Missionary,   residing    at    Waikouaiti.     The    two    ministers 

first  appointed  each  left  before  the   end   of  the  year.     On 

the   Rev.   J.    A.   Taylor's  arrival   from    Victoria   in    1867, 

things    looked   up.     New    places    were    visited,    and    fresh 

places    started.      During    his    term,    Waikouaiti     (where 

Mr,  Flamank  still  had  Im  headquarters)  was  trannievved  to 

the    Dunedin    Circuit,       The     Rev.     \V.     lice    ioWoNved 

Mr,  TafJor,  and  wrought  with  great  energy  and  w\s\dom, 


but  his  lot  fell  on  evil  times.  There  M;as  commercial 
depression  all  through  the  country.  In  Oamaru  and  its 
neighbourhood  it  was  intense.  Mr.  Ferens,  who  had  been 
such  a  generous  supporter,  had  to  surrender  his  run,  and 
the  church  at  Stotfold  ceased  to  exist.  There  was, 
however,  progress  in  the  out  stations.  At  Maerewhenua 
Creek,  known  also  as  Livingstone  Diggings,  a  church  was 
built,  and  opened  on  September  11th,  1870,  free  from  debt. 
The  tea  meeting  held  the  following  day  w^as  noticeable 
from  the  fact  that  there  was  only  one  lady  present,  it  being 
literally  a  miner's  camp  with  men  only.  This  church  was 
subsequently  blown  down  in  a  heavy  gale,  some  of  the 
sheets  of  iron  being  found  several  hundred  j'ards  away. 
A  month  later  another  church  was  opened  at  Kakanui,  the 
Bromleys  and  Beckingsales  taking  great  interest  therein. 
It  cost  £150,  and  the  whole  amount  was  raised.  A  bjizaar 
the  same  year  for  the  Circuit  Funds  realised  £120.  Tiie 
pressure  of  debt  was  so  great  that  only  by  heroic  effort^ 
was  the  cause  maintained.  By  this  time  South  Oamaru 
was  nearly  deserted  for  the  northern  portion  of  the  town. 
Mr.  Lee  therefore  rented  the  Oddfellows'  Ha'l  for  services, 
and  the  church  was  left  unoccupied.  It  was  use<l  as 
a  store,  and  after  passing  from  the  hands  of  the  Church 
destroyed  by  a  gale  in  1897. 


Circuit  Ors^anisation  Suspended. 

By  the  Conference  of  1871  the  condition  of  affairs 
became  so  serious  that  the  resident  members  agreed  that 
they  could  not  sustain  the  minister.  All  country  places 
had  been  given  up,  except  Kakanui,  and  the  town  was  still 
suffering  from  the  depression.  The  p'lnjonage  furniture 
was  sold,  also  the  church  building.  They  still  resolved, 
however,  to  maintain  the  services.  V*y  retjuest,  it  was 
attached  to  the  Timaru  Circuit,  and  arrangements  made 
for  one  Sunday  each  (juarter  to  be  given  by  the  ministers 
stationed  at  Waikouaiti  and   Waimate.      Mr.  Lee,  who  ha«l 
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removed  to  Timani,  was  also  asked  to  attend  occasionally. 

The  following  yeai*  the  arrangement  was  that  Mr.  F.  C. 

Dewsbury,   the  second  preacher  of  the  Timaru   Circnit-, 

shonld  give  to  Oamaru  one  Sunday  a  month.     Thus  the 

two  years  were  bridged 
over,  and  the  Church 
membership  remained 
intact. 


Thk  Late  Mr.  H.  Flamank. 


A  Second  Start. 

In  1873,  when  Mr. 
F.  C.  Dewsbury  was 
appointed  as  the  resi- 
dent minister,  there 
were  high  expectations. 
The  commercial  outlook 
WHS  more  hopeful.  The 
population  of  the  town 
iiicrea'^injr,  the  Odd- 
fellows' Hall,  in  which 
the  services  were  held, 
soon  became  crowded. 
Very  shortly  it  was 
agreed  to  build  on  the 
Eden  Street  site.  A 
stone  church,  60ft.  by 
30ft.,  and  intended  to  seat  380  persons,  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  XI 270.  Of  this,  over  £1000  were  raised,  and  the 
other  X200  said  to  be  promised.  All  the  seats  were  let, 
and  there  were  thirty  applicants  whose  wishes  could  not  be 
met.  In  March,  1875,  the  new  building  was  successfully 
opened  by  the  Rov.  F.  W.  Isitt,  of  Port  Chalmers,  Mr.  Lee 
preaching  on  the  following  Sunday.  The  Quarterly 
Meeting  might  well  have  supposed  that  its  financial 
troubles  were  over.  Unfortunately,  Air.  Dewsbury  was 
removed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  before  the  Church 
accounts  were  closed.  Probably  considerable  loss  in 
subscriptions  was  thus  incurred.  At  any  rate  there  was  a 
debt  left.  The  new  minister  being  a  married  man,  a  house 
was  rented  and  furnished.  In  1877,  £315  were  obtained 
from  a  bazaar  for  parsonage  purposes.  A  house  of  nine 
rooms,  built  of  stone,  was  erected,  adjoining  the  church. 

Labour  and  material 
were  alike  dear,  and 
the  entire  cost  was 
jei250.  Half  of  this 
was  supposed  to  be 
raised,  but  the  an- 
ticipation was  not 
realised.  A  heavy 
liability  remained, 
and  this,  added  to 
the  debt  on  the 
church,  involved  the 
Trustees  and  other 
office-bearers  in 

A  Heavy  Financial 
Burden, 

which  for  some  years 
prevented  develope- 
mont.  Depressed 
times  again  returned. 
Several  prominent 
members      removedi 


Saint  Margaret. 
(The  late  Miss  M.  McNeil,  Balclutba.) 


Mmt.  J.  Wammk 


and  though  those  who  remained  did  their  utmost,  it  was 
difficult  to  meet  ordinary  expenditure.  A  mortgase  of 
£1400  had  been  taken  up  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  debts 
soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Rishworth. 
Unfortunately  Mr. 
Rish  worth's  health 
failed,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  take  a  trip 
to  the  South  Sea 
Islands.  Some  time 
after  his  return  leave 
was  given  to  make  a 
connexional  appeal, 
nnd  the  minister  vis- 
ited several  Circuits 
to  seek  assistance. 
The  help  received 
did  little  more 
than  pay  interest. 
The  Home  Mission 
Fund,  however,  came 
to  the  aid  of  the 
Circuit,  and  by  larnje 
grants  given  for 
several  years,  secured 
its  maintenance.  Too 
much  honour  cannot 
be  paid  to  the  office- 
bearers who,  during  these  years,  struggled  with  the  difficulties. 
They  were  not,  with  few  exceptions,  the  men  who  had 
incurred  the  debts,  but  they  loyally  strove  to  meet  the 
obligations.  The  members  also  heartily  supported  them, 
and  "  to  their  power,  and  beyond  their  power,"  contributed 
to  Trust  and  Circuit  Funds.  Meantime,  in  1881,  the 
Kakanui  Church  had  been  removed  to  a  more  eligible 
site,  the  cost  being  entirely  met  through  the  exertions  ot 
Mr.  Battersby.     During  the  last  ten  years 

Happier  Days  Have  Dawned. 

During  Mr.  Parsonson's  appointment  to  the  Circuit 
a  lecture  hall  was  erected,  giving  needed  accommodation 
for  week  night  services.  Literary  Society's  meetings,  etc., 
and  the  entire  cost  was  subscribed.  A  loan  of  £300  was 
also  granted  by 
the  Building  Fund. 
In  recognition  of  a 
further  effort  while 
the  Rev.  J.  A.  Lux- 
ford  was  minister, 
a  further  loan  of 
£100  was  granted, 
and  one  from  the 
Special  Branch  of 
£500.  Even  with 
this  help,  and  con- 
stant special  efforts 
by  the  members, 
there  was  still  lee- 
way made.  In  1896 
therefore,  the  Con- 
ference took  the 
unusual  step  of 
authorising  the 
Loaa   ¥^QAid  \ic«^ 
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to  free  the  church  from  outside  liability.  This  made 
the  total  loan  ^1030,  which  is  to  be  paid  off  by  quarterly 
instalments  during  a  ten  years'  term,  and  a  special 
repayment  every  third  year.  The  help  was  gratefully 
accepted,     and     the     arrangements     are     being     carried 

out.  Shortly  after 
the  present  minister 
was  appointed,  he 
obtained  special  sub- 
scriptions and  reroofed 
the  church.  By  vol- 
untary labour  the 
building  was  also  put 
in  order,  externally 
and  internally.  Ser- 
vices in  the  country 
were  once  more  taken 
up.  A  hopeful  pro- 
spect now  appears. 
Some  of  the  large 
estates  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  town 
have  been  cut  up, 
which  means  a 
thriving  agricultural 
population.  The  town 
is  more  prosperous. 
The  Rev.  J.  Ward,  now  commencing  the  fourth  year  of 
his  appointment,  is  a  son  of  the  first  Primitive  Methodist 
minister  who  arrived  in  New  Zealand.  He  grew  up  in  his 
father's  Church,  entered  the  ministry,  and  did  good  service 
at  Dunedin  and  Invercargill.  Convinced  of  the  desirability 
of  Methodist  Union,  Mr.  Ward  in  1885  joined  the  Wesleyan 
Conference,  and  has  laboured  with  great  acceptance  for 
three  years  each  in  Greytown,  Gisborne,  North  Shore, 
and  Wellington.  In  all  these  places  ho  did  much  to 
lessen  Trust  debts.  Social  in  disposition,  with  tireless 
energy,  and  a  gift  for  securing  helpers,  he  works  and 
strives  most  earnestly  for  the  extension  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God.  He  and  his  family  are  all  musical,  and  their  gifts 
are  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church.  During  his 
residence  in  Oamaru  he  has  seen  both  in  town  and 
country  the  fruit  of  his  labours  in  conversions  to 
God.  The  returns  of  the  Circuit  show  two  churches 
and  five  other  preaching  places,  with  six  local  preachers. 
There  are  three  class  leaders,  92  adult  members,  and  30 
juniors.  In  the  Sunday-school  16  teachers  have  under 
their  care  142  scholars,  and  there  are  600  attendants  on 
public  worship. 


Me.  a.  Stkad,  Timaru. 


In  Memoriam. 

Mr.  Flamank,  the  appointed    preacher  of  what  was  then 

known  as  the  North  Otago  Circuit,  was  a  Cornishman,  and 

as  a  boy  worked  in  the  mine  and  on  the  farm.     During  the 

gohl  fever  in  Victoria  he   arrived   there,    worked   for  some 

years,   and    lost    the    sigiit  of   one    eye    by    an    explosion. 

Although    he    had    few    educational    advantages,    he    had 

wonderful  power   as   a  preacher,  and   his   work    was   much 

owned    and    blessed    of    God.     After   leaving   Oamaru    he 

resided    at    Waikouaiti,    travelling    through    the    digging 

townships,    and    also    holding    services    at    the    stations. 

Subsequently  he  removed   to  Hyde,  where  he  occupied   a 

swaJJ  farm,  but  pveaclwd  as  he  was  able  up  to  the  time  of 

Jjj3  death.     Mr.  T.  Ferens,  intense  and  entV\ua\aal\c,  ailev 

leaving  the  station  resided  in  Oamaru,  where  he  couVmueOi 

to  help  and  work  for  the  Church  to  the  utmost  ol  \m 


ability  until  the  end  of  his  days.  Mr.  M.  Grent'dl,  a 
successful  Sunday-school  teacher  in  Geelong,  and  of  whose 
Bible  Class  the  Revs.  A.  R.  and  W.  H.  Fitchett  were 
members  as  boys,  was  for  many  years  the  Sunday-school 
Superintendent,  and  died  in  peace.  Others  also  have 
joined  the  "Church  of  the  first-born,  whose  names  are 
written  in  Heaven." 


BALCLUTHA  CIRCUIT 

is  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  Colony,  having  only  two 
churches  and  one  other  preaching  place,  one  local  preacher, 
forty-nine  members,  eighty-nine  scholars  in  two  Sunday- 
schools,  under  the  cai-e  of  twelve  teachers,  and  320  adherents 
all  told.  Yet  these  generously  sustain  a  married  minister. 
There  is  no  Circuit  in  which  the  office  of  a  Christian 
Minister  is  held  in  higher  esteem,  and  few  in  which  such 
effective  work  can  be  done,  as  the  pastor  can  deal  with 
individuals. 

The  Rev.  W.  J.  Elliott,  of  Irish  parentage,  was  born  in 
the  Waikato  thirty-four  years  ago.  His  boyhood  and  youth 
were  spent  at  Tuakau,  where  he  began  to  preach.  After 
two  years'  Home  Mission  work  at  Paeroa  and  Raglan, 
he  was  sent  to  Three  Kings  College.  Having  had  a  little 
more  than  two  years'  training,  he  was  called  out  to 
supply  for  the  Rev.  W.  Rowse  in  Greytown  Circuit 
During  his  probation  he  was  stationed  at  Hastings, 
where  the  church  was  enlarged,  and  at  Woolston,  where  a 
new  one  was  built.  He  has  the  fluency  of  his  nationality, 
a  splendid  memory,  and  a  decided  gift  for  preaching. 
With  the  opportunity  for  thorough  study  and  close 
pastoial  work  supplied  in  his  present  sphere,  he  should 
take  high  rank  among  the  younger  ministers  in  the 
coming  century. 


Oamaru  Offick-bkarers. 

l-Mr.  W.  E.  Farr.  2-Mr.  T.  M.  Cnniunjihani.  3— Mr.  W.  Hart. 
4-Mr.  O.  1).  Flamank.  5— Mr.  H.  Grentield.  G-Mr.  M.  Bell. 
7-Mr.  H.  Dally.    8— Mr.  N.  Lane.    «J-Mr  N.  Homer. 

Methodist  Services 

vj^\^  \\vv\!\vxX,^>^  ^\.  ^^\Q.l\itha  early  in   1870,  when   the  late 
^\v.  ^«  ^.  ^'>^^^\^;,  ^^XXftx^^^sKs.  ^w  kxi."^vs»xv  minister,  was 
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rch  site  was  given  by  Mr.  A.  McNeil,  and  on  this, 
)ril  22nd,  the  foundation  stone  of  a  brick  building 
lid  with  Masonic  honours.  At  the  public  meeting 
followed  Major  Richardson  took  the  chair,  and  after 
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EB    ChVKCII    AM)    rAl:>C)XAi;K,     Hal*  LUTIIA. 

ing  address  came  down  from  the  platform,  and,  amid 
,  took  up  the  colU^ction.  The  opcnin*,'  sermons  were 
led  by  the  Rev.  W.  Keall,  and  when  the  debt  was 
;uished  the  same  minister  conducted  Thanks^'ivinj' 
38.  The  building  wjis  low  in  the  walls,  and  had 
it-backed  seats,  but  did  good  service  for  27  years, 
g  its  principal  promoters  were  Messrs.  W.  Hope, 
raon,  R.  Clarke,  and  A.  McX(;il.  After  twelve 
IS  Mr.  Gilbert  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Isitt, 
-as  the  first  minister.  He  soon  became  very  popular. 
i\  young  men  now  in  the  district  bearing  his  Christian 
tell  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  their 
is.  Milton  and  its  neighbourhood  were  also  included 
I  Circuit,  and  so  continued  for  nine  yeors.  Although 
le  minister,  a  manse  was  provided  for  Mr.  Isitt,  and 
oiniug  section  to  the  church,  with  a  weatherboard 
e  of  four  rooms  thereon,  was  purchase<i  from 
anderson  for  i;l40.  Afterwards  two  other  sections 
kcquireil  at  the  reai-  of  these. 


Two  Notable  Helpers 

J  early  days  deserve  more  than  a  passing  mention. 
William  Hope,  one  of  the  earliest  members  and 
jearers,  was  "  rea<ly  for  every  good  word  and  work." 
ot  only  gave  fr(M»ly,  but  much  work  in  connection 
he  building  was  done  gratuitously  by  him.  He  still 
here  at  on  advanc(Ml  age.  Miss  Margaret  McNeil, 
and  housekeeper  of  the  bachelor  ministers  in  the 
days,  was  most  devoted  and  godly.  She  provided 
?ir  creature  comforts  in  most  motherly  fjushion,  and 
jed  them  by  her  prayers  and  sympathy.  If  the 
h  weie  in  the  habit  i>f  canonising  its  most  eminent 
rs,  "  Saint  Margaret "  ought  to  bi^  the  Patron  Saint. 

Subsequent  Developments. 

Carr  wjis  the  first  married  minister.  During  his 
a  heavy  and  disastrous  flood  of  the  Clulha  River 
through  the  township,  almost  ruining  the  residents, 
riously  injured  the  parsonage,  and  destroyed  the 
er*s  library.  A  single  man  was  again  necessarily 
ited.  Being  freed  from  the  charge  of  the  southern 
D,  Mr,  Buttle  was  able  to  open  up  several  preaching 


stations,  and  visit  Catlin's  River.  Unfortunately,  these 
were  all  afterwards  relinquished.  A  church  site  was  also 
purchasiMl  at  Kaitangata.  During  Mr.  Smith's  term  many 
coal  miners  settled  there,  and  excellent  services  were  held 
in  the  schoolroom.  Thus  the  way  was  opened  for  the 
erection  of  a  church  36ft.  by  22ft.,  with  a  comfortable 
vestry  attached.  The  building  cost  £204,  was  opened 
by  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Oliver  on  September  11th,  181)2,  and  a 
debt  of  XSO  to  the  Loan  Fund  has  since  been  discharged. 

New  Par5onas:e  and  Church  at  Balclutha. 

As  years  went  by,  and  ministers  with  families  were 
appointed,  the  parsonage  became  too  small.  It  also  showed 
signs  of  decay.  It  was  therefore  sold  for  removal,  and  on 
the  same  site  in  18i)3  a  neat  and  comfortable  house  of 
seven  rooms  was  erected.  It  cost  £201.  Th3  Rev.  J.  D.  Jory 
worked  hard  to  bring  this  about,  and  of  th'»  debt  of  £120 
two-thirds  have  since  been  paid. 

On  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  J.  0.  Chapman,  the 
need  for  a  new  church  was  manifest.  He  secured 
subscriptions  for  a  large  part  of  the  cost,  but  being  obliged 
to  visit  England,  was  unable  to  see  it  completed.  A  new 
and  eligible  site  wjis  chosen.  A  very  neat  and  attractive 
looking  building,  comfortably  seated,  lighted  with  gas,  and 
with  a  large  vestry  for  Sunday-school  purposes,  has  been 
erected.  It  cost  XloO,  and  was  opened  by  this  writer  on 
May  IGth,  1S<J7.  (.)f  the  debt  of  .i'130  nearly  a  third  has 
since  been  paid.  To  Mr.  W.  Guest,  the  energetic  Treasurer, 
this  result  is  largely  due.  It  is  expected  that  by  the  end 
of  the  present  year  both  church  and  parsonage  will  be  free 
from  debt,  an<l  jis  the  Circuit  is  now  independent  of  Home 
Mission  help,  the  friends  there  may  be  cordially 
congratulated. 

MILTON    CIRCUIT 

is  next  neighbour  to  IJalclutha,  and  wiis  originally  woiked 
in  connection  therewith.  The  first  Wesleyan  minister  to 
visit  what  was  then  called  Tokomairiro  wiis  that  noted 
pioneer,  Mr.  Harding.  Mr.  H.  White,  a  Methodist  from 
Doncaster,  had  gone  to  r(»side  there  the  year  previously. 
Another  Wesleyan   introduced   Mr.    Harding   to   him,  and 


PiiKSKNT  CuiKcn,  Balclutha. 

when  Mr.   White  found   the  minister  had    formerly   been 
stationed  in  his  native  town  he  was  overjoyed.    Mc,  Raxdv^s^ 
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way  to  the  Tuapeka  Goldfields.  In  the  same  year,  1863, 
the  Rov.  R.  L.  Vickers  preached  in  a  clay  house,  this  being 
the  first  service  held  in  the  township.  When  news  of 
Mr.  Harding's  removal  reached  Milton   it   was  resolved  to 


Balclutha  Paksonagk. 

hold  a  farewell  tea  meeting.  Unfortunately,  he  was 
unable  to  attend.  To  hold  the  meeting  in  his  absence 
seemed  like  the  play  of  Hamlet  without  the  Prince  of 
Denmark.  In  the  emergency  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Todd,  a 
Presbyterian,  spoke  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  proved  a  good  substitute.  The  proceeds  were 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  church  site. 


The  Church  Erected. 

Occasional  visits  were  after  this  paid  by  the  niini.stcr 
from  Dunedin,  and  services  conducted,  chiefly  on  week 
nights.  After  Lawrence  became  a  Circuit,  the  preacher 
came  down  from  thence  to  watch  over  the  Methodist 
interests.  A  class  meeting  was  started  in  Mr.  White's 
house  with  Mr.  R.  Wilson  as  leader,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White, 
Mrs.  Borrows  (mother  of  Dr.  Borrows,  of  Dunedin),  and 
Mr.  R.  Nicholas,  who  subsequently  lived  at  Invercargill, 
as  members.  Mr.  Isitt,  in  1871,  arranged  for  regular 
Sunday  morning  services.  Before  leaving,  he  had 
the     satisfaction    of    seeing     the     church     erected.       Its 

capacity  was  150, 
and  it  cofst  £317. 
Of  this  £100  was 
left  as  debt,  and  paid 
a  few  3'ears  later.  It 
is  still  a  neat  and 
comfortable  building, 
and  the  congregation 
has  always  kept  it  in 
excellent  order.  A 
somewhat  pathetic 
incident  is  connected 
with  its  opening.  The 
Rev.  J.  Williams, 
Baptist  Minister, 
Dunedin,  had  been 
invited  to  preach  the 
first  sermon,  and 
while  on  his  way 
to  perform  the 
duty  was  killed  in 
Hev,  W.  J.  Elliott,  Balclutha.  a  coach  accident. 


The  Circuit  History. 

In  1879  Milton  was  made  the  head  of  a  separate 
Circuit,  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Conference — the 
Rev.  I).  J.  Murray — being  appointed.  Ho  spent  two 
years  there,  and  was  followed  by  the  Revs.  P.  Wills  and 
F.  W.  Martin.  After  that  it  was  served  for  two  years  by 
Mr.  Stone,  as  Home  Missionary.  In  1886  the  Rev.  R.  Taylor 
was  appointed,  and  by  steady  work  and  good  preaching 
did  excellent  service.  Since  1892  a  married  minister 
has  been  stationed.  In  1889  an  acre  of  land  was  purchj^fd 
for  £30  as  a  parsonage  site.  Two  years  later  a  quarter 
acre  section,  fronting  the  main  street,  with  a  six-roomed 
house,  was  bought  for  X190,  of  which  £110  was  advanced 
by  t)ie  Building  Fund  as  a  loan.  Seven  years  after,  this 
was  sold,  and  on  the  site  originally  chosen,  a  comfortable 
parsonage  of  seven  rooms  was  built  at  a  cost  of  £A0'1.  Of 
this  £{'20  was  loaned,  and  is  gradually  being  repaid. 


The  Out  Districts 

have  been  well  worked.  At  Milburn  and  Waihola  services 
were  started  in  June,  1880  ;  at  Glenore,  on  the  Lawrence 
Road,  six  months  later.  After  a  while  these  were  given 
up,  but  resumed  in   1885,  and  have  since  been  sustaineil. 


^'^^'v'       "  mF'Mt 
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Balclutha  Officr-bkarrrs. 

Hack  Uo-A— Messrs.  Jas.  Hay.  1.  H.  McNeil.  C  Wood.  t.  Ball, 
l-ront  Row— Messrs.  J.  Hogg,  W.  Guest,  \V.  Stephenson. 

At  Adams's  Flat,  services  are  also  held.  One  dirticulty  has 
been  the  lack  of  local  preachers,  Mr.  Bonnin,  of  Waihola, 
being  for  a  time  the  only  one,  and  he  was  unable  to  travel 
extensively.  There  are  now  three  who  aid  in  the  pulpit 
supply  of  the  seven  places. 


Present  Position. 

The  Rev.  G.  Hounsell,  who  has  just  completed  his  three 
years'  term,  is  a  native  of  Sussex.  His  parents  were 
Wesleyans,  and  his  father  a  local  preacher  for  sixty-one 
years,  lilntering  the  ministry  of  the  U.M.F.  Church 
somewhat  late  in  life,  Mr.  Hounsell  has  had  Circuits  in 
New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  and  New  Zealand,  and  on 
Union  being  effected,  came  back  to  the  Church  of  his 
fathei's.  He  is  a  man  of  a  strong  personality,  of  decided 
opinions,  and  an  earnest,  experimental  preachei.  Although 
he  has  passed  his  sixth  decade,  he  is  more  active  than  many 
men  twenty  years  his  junior,  and  should  still  be  equal  to 
some  years  of  service. 

The  membership  of  the  Circuit  is  sixty-one,  but  there  is 
only  one  class  lesider.  Nine  teachers  in  the  Circuit  town 
have  seventy-eight  scholars,  and  the  minister  and  his 
hel^rs  preach  the  Gospel  to  five  hundred  persons. 
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LAWftBNCB  CIRCUIT. 

re  was  a  time  when  the  reddents  in  this  district 
ffod  more  thousands  than  there  are  hundreds  to-day. 
ioh  finds  of  gold  in  Oabriers  Oully  in  1862  caused 
lae  excitement.  Within  a  few  months,  not  only  had 
come  from  all  parts  of  New  Zealand,  but  from 
ia,  New  South  Wales,  and  California.  They  poured 
Imndreds.  Among  them  were  not  a  few  Methodists, 
Mse  soon  made  the  hills  resound  with  praise  and 
Probably  several  were  local  preachers,  who, 
i  in  the  orthodox  digger's  costume  of  blue  jumper 
oleskins,  conducted  service  among  their  mates.  But 
rat  of  which  any  record  has  been  kept  was  by  the 
[.  Harding. 


Two  Canvas  Churches, 

s  they  were  called  in  those  days,  were  put  up — one 
briers  Gully,  and  the  other  in  Munro's.  In  the 
',  which  was  situated  at  the  foot  of  Jacob's  Ladder, 
[arding  preached  from  I.  John  v.,  7 :  "  There  are 
that  bear  record  in  Heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word, 
le  Holy  Ghost;    and  these  three  are  one."     These 


0. 

"ON   OrFICE-BRARERS. 

Pfont  Row— Messrs.  R.  Wilson,  R.  Thompfon. 

BmIc  Row-Mr.  H.  Hawthorne,  Rev.  G.  Hounsell,  Mr  T.  Clark. 

3gs  had  strong  wooden  frames  over  which  the  canvas 
retched,  while  rough  seats  were  made  by  the  miners 
dves.  Very  unpretentious,  they  became  endeared  to 
worshippers  by  reason  of  blessings  they  received. 
t.  Alcorn  and  others  from  the  West  Coast  were 
\  the  first  worshippers.  After  that  the  place  was 
riy  visited  from  Dunedin,  during  Messrs.  Harding, 
d,  and  Mr.  Fitchett's  ministry  there.  jVlessrs.  Bloxham, 
•en,  Luke,  and  D.  Tucker  were  earnest  workers. 
i.  Tonks,  now  in  Wellington,  there  began  his  useful 
as  a  local  preacher.  Not  long  af l^erwards  churches 
erected  at  Wethei'stone's  and  Evans'  Flat,  both 
(rous  mining  centres.  Mr.  James  Bowater,  now  a 
\  office-bearer  of  our  Church  in  Sanson,  and 
T.  Crumpton,  of  Crushington,  Reefton,  were  the 
pal  promoters  of  the  former. 


TUAPEKA  CIRCUIT. 

April,  1867,  Mr.  W.  C.  Oliver  was  sent  as  Home 
mary,  and  remained  there  for  six  months.  The  first 
f  rly  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Oabriers  Oully  Chapel 


on  Jnly  8th,  when  eight  office-bearers  were  jpresent.  There 
were  eleven  places  on  the  Circuit  Plan,  namely,  Lawrence, 
Blue  Spur,  Wethcrstone's,  Evans's  Flat,  Tuapeka  Mouth, 
Waitahuna,  Tokomairiro,  Woolshed,  Adams's  Flat^  Toviot-, 
and  Miller's  Flat.  The  following  year  the  Rev.  D.  McNicoU 
was  sent  as  the  first  minister,  and  was  succeeded  by  the 


Milton  ?arso.vagk. 

Rev.  W.  Keall.  Mr.  Keall  in  those  days  was.  what  was 
known  in  America  as  "  a  Circuit  rider."  A  splendid 
horseman,  full  of  zeal,  he  travelled  a  wide  area  of  country, 
from  Milton  to  Teviot,  from  Teviot  to  Tapanui,  and  from 
Tapanui  to  Switzers.  His  preaching  was  striking,  impressive, 
very  out-spoken,  and  greatly  owned  of  Ood.  Mr.  Bull,  his 
successor,  was  equally  indefatigable  and  methodic. 


Erection  of  Churches  and  Parsonasre. 

The  first  church  in  Lawrence  itself  was  a  brick  building 
in  Colonsay  Street,  which  was  opened  in  1865  free  of 
debt.  But  the  Surveys  then  were  imperfect,  and  it  was 
found  afterwards  that  the  building  was  partly  on  a  section 
belonging  to  the  Roman  Catholics.  After  eight  years' 
use,  therefore,  it  was  taken  down,  and  the  present  site,  at 
the  corner  of  Whitehaven  Street,  secured. 

At  the  head  of  Oabriers  Oully  there  gradually  grew  up 
a  township,  known  as  Bluespur.  There  the  present  church 
was  erected.  It  was  dedicated  on  the  second  Sunday  in 
April,  1870,  by  the  Rovs.  Keall  and  Marten.  It  cost 
£193,  of  which  £110  were  raised  before  the  opening. 

At  Waipori,   some  fifteen  miles  distant,  services  were 
held  in  the  day  school  during  Mr.  McNicoll's  term.     The 
Committee    impos- 
ing   an    excessive 
charge,  it   was  re 
solved  to  secure  a 
site  and  build.  The 
movement  was  ini- 
tiated by  Mr.  Keall, 
and      the     church 
opened  by  the  Rev, 
H.   Bull    on    July 
2nd,  1871.    It  cost 
£123,      of     which 
£107  wore   raised,' 
one  donation  being 
£30  worth  of  tim- 
ber.    At  the  open- 
ing soiree  addresses 
were  delivered  by 


BbV.  G.  HOUNBXLL. 
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the  Rev.  J.  Menzies  and  Paul  Ah  Chin,  a  Chinese  Catechist, 
as  well  as  the  resident  minister.  Waipori  is  now  shorn 
of  its  ancient  glory,  but  a  small  mining;  community 
residing  there  still  prize  the  privilege  of  worshipping  in 
their  own  sanctuary. 


LaWKE.N<  K  (.'[HKt  II  AXI»  rAK>«i.\ A(;r. 

A  married  niinistor  had  in  due  course  boon  appointed, 
and  a  neat  cottage  home  of  five  rooms  was  built  on  the 
Whitehaven  site  in  1S72.  The  following  year  the  new 
church  followed,  and  was  opened  on  »Sej)tember  14th,  l.S7.'», 
by  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Rigg.  The  i)roceeds  of  Sunrhiy  and 
week  evening  services  were  £'2i).  The  building  had  cost 
X330,  but  there  was  a  previous  debt  on  th(»  house  of  £'.'500, 
so  that  £500  had  to  be  borrowed  on  mortgage. 

Up  to  this  time  things  had  been  exceedingly  prosperous, 
but  in  Mr.  l^eck's  term  the  reaction  came.  Tin*  collaj>se 
commercially  was  so  complete  that  for  two  years  aftcrwjirds 
no  ministerial  appointment  was  made,  there  being  not  only 
the  trust  debt,  but  a  heavv  Circuit  liabilitv. 


was     made     in 
recently     from 


A  Recommencement 

1877,     when     the    Rev. 


Enjrland,     was 


Mh.  Ayn  Mrs.  Li  Kb'    lii.rh:  Svi'H, 


W.  l>aumber, 
stationerl  there.  He 
was  receiv(»  1  with 
open  arms  by  tlu* 
f<'w  faithful  mem- 
bers, who  had  never 
lost  hope  or  heart. 
On  Mr.  r.eck's  re- 
moval there  was  a 
Circuit  <lebt  of  £200. 
The  sale  of  the 
parsonage  furniture 
realised  £S0,  and  at 
the  en<l  (►f  Mr. 
IJaumber's  lirst  <iuar- 
t<'r  it  was  reported 
that  th(»  remaining 
£1  liO  had  been  raised, 
and  the  liability  <lis- 
eharged.  Foi"  four 
years  more  the  Cir- 
cuit was  helped 
financiaWy  W  xV\v?. 
appc)intmei\t  oi  i\. 
probationer. 


A  Qallant  Struggle 

with  the  heavy  debt  followe<l.  During  its  second 
probationary  period  the  parsonage  was  let,  but  insicaii 
of  the  procee<ls  being  utilised  to  lessen  the  Trust  liability, 
they  were  appropriated  to  the  Circuit  F'und.  In  187'.' 
£100  were  raised  by  a  bazaar,  and  that  amount  paid  off. 
In  1S81,  when  a  married  minister  was  again  appointed, 
and  refurnishing  necessary,  it  was  for  a  time  lieavy  rowins. 
The  Rev.  J.  Law's  serious  illness  also  interfered  with  the 
effort.  On  the  Rev.  C.  GrilHn's  arrival,  he  made  a  plucky 
attack.  Subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  £100  were 
obtaine<l,  and  these  met  by  an  equal  sum  as  a  loan  fn>m 
the  Ruilding  Fund.  In  hS91  Mr.  Roth  well  made  another 
attempt,  and  £75  more  were  raised,  and  a  further  loan 
granted.  J>y  this  time  the  town  was  <leclining  rather  than 
otherwise.  Several  old  members  died,  and  others  removed. 
At  length,  <luring  ^Fr.  .Tory's  ministry,  by  the  efforts  of 
Messrs.  Miller  and  EUmann,  the  balance  of  the  debt  was 
paid,  and  on  May  30th,  1S97,  this  writer  harl  the  satisfaction 
of  conducting  Thanksgiving  services.  Tmme<liately  after, 
the  church  and  parsonage  w(Me  repaired.       The  former  was 


Tapami  C'luut  h. 

re  roofed  and  srt  in  order.  Through  the  devehipment  of 
the  dredging  industiy  a  new  era  of  prosperity  has  set  in, 
and  with  the  present  year  the  Circuit  has  Iwconie 
indejM'nd»»iit  of  Home  Mission  grants. 

Many  Honoured  Workers 

havii  in  the  j»ast  thirty  years  resided  in  this  Circuit. 
Mr.  Syrctt  was  a  well-to-do  and  liberal  helper  in  the  early 
days,  and  his  good  wife  moihenMl  the  young  ministers. 
^Ir.  Daniel  Tucker,  of  J^lue  Spur,  was  a  local  preacher  of 
far  more  than  ordinary  ability.  With  n.)  educational 
advantages,  and  working  from  earliest  childhoo<l,  he  grew 
up  a  zealous,  warm-hearted  Christian.  He  had  awundeiful 
memory,  could  recall  almost  every  sermon  that  he  bean!  in 
the  I»lue  Spur  church,  and  give  not  only  the  text,  but 
divisions,  and  a  large  part  of  the  discourses,  Fi)r  a 
generation  he  laboured  faithfully,  and  when  a  few 
years  since  hv  was  called  home,  was  greatly  mourned. 
"^Xv.  Y.  N'\\\wv\  ^laA  ittY  several  years  an  active  local 
Yv^\N.t\\^v  \\.\\vV  \\vi\^^v  vcv  \jN.>«\<KWi,'^^  ^-^Q  ^\\ .  "Kervon  and 
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Jatthews.  At  the  Spur,  Messrs.  Luke,  Kitto,  Hore, 
lerall,  and  others  have  been  pillars  of  the  Church. 
Scott's  evangelistic  visits  and  work  were  greatly 
d,  and  in  July,  1891,  forty-one  persons  were  added  to 
embership  on  profession  of  faith  in  Christ. 


FELL    Cm'RCH. 


Present  Strenj^th. 


the  Cin-uit  to-day,  besides  the  thrci*  cliuivhes,  there 
reachini;:  stations  atTuapeka  West,  where  the  Williams 
y  have  long  been  a  great  help,  and  at  Evans's  Flat. 
5  are  two  loeal  preachers  an<l  iifty-nine  members, 
a^'-schools  are  eondueted  at  Lawrence  and  I»lue  Spur, 
e  there  are  nine  teachers  and  fifty-six  scholars.  The 
dants  number  250. 

e  Rev.  J.  (J.  W.  KIlis  is  the  son  of  CiH-nish  pai-ents, 
was  born  at  sea.  ConviM'ted  as  a  hul,  he  began  to 
h  at  sixteen,  and  entered  the  Uible  Christian  ministry 
ictoria.  In  IJ^SO  he  came  to  New  Zealav.d  to  assist 
{ev.  J.  Orchard,  and  started  services  in  the  Cromwell, 
tenay,  and  J'almerston  clistricts.  While  living  in  tlu? 
-  place,    the   Cuba  ^Str^»et    Church    was    built.     Since 

Union  took  place, 
h  i  s  appuintmcMits 
hav<»  been  (Jor(»  and 
Lawrence.  lie  is  a 
fluent  i)reacher,  a 
strong  Temperance 
advocate,  and  a 
skilled  horticulturist. 


J.  G.  W.  Ellis,  Lawrkscr. 


ROXBURGH 
CIRCUIT. 

Kox burgh  is  th^ 
piincipal  town  of  th^^ 
Teviot  District,  and 
for  a  time  it  was 
bettor  known  by  the 
latter  name.  Minors 
followed  up  the 
Molyneux  River,  and 
found  paying  claims 
to  work.  The  cap- 
abilities of  the  l)is- 
tiict  for  fruit  j;roNv\ng 


were   soon   discovered.     Coal   was   also   found,    and  so   * 

population  gathered.     Amongst  the  earliest  arrivals  were 

]\tethodist  members,  and  a  church  was   built   more  than 
thirty  years  sinca. 


Mu.  J.  Olivkr,  Hawk  a. 


An  Extensive   Home   Mission  District. 

In  April,  1870,  while  still  part  of  the  Lawrence  Circuit, 
Mr.  W.  R.  Marten 
was  engag(Kl  as  Home 
Missionary.  The 
terms  of  his  appoint- 
ment were  that  all 
moneys  received  at 
that  end  of  the 
Circuit  should  be 
paid  to  him,  but  no 
amount  was  guaran- 
teed, and  the  Circuit 
took  no  responsibility. 
His  field  was  certainly 
largo  enough.  Work- 
ing from  Roxburgh 
as  a  centre,  he 
preached  at  Coal 
Croek,  four  miles 
distant  ;  at  Alex- 
andra and  Clyde,  2<S 
and  'J.")  miles  to  the 
north  :  at  Moa  Flat, 
10  miles  ;  and  Tapa- 

nui,  -10  miles  to  the  south  ;  and  Swit/.ers,  45  miles  to  the 
west.  To  visit  these  places  involved  travelling  ^^00  miles 
per  (juarter.  As  the  tracks  were  very  indistinct,  and 
population  sj)arse,  there  was  often  considerable  Jangei*,  and 
h(?  liad  at  least  one  narrow  escape.  T\u>  receipts  for  the 
first  (juarter  were  only  £S  ISs,  but  his  host,  a  generous 
miner,  with  whom  he  lived  in  a  sod  hut,  refused  to  take 
anything  for  board  or  lodging.  Things  gradually  improved, 
and  during  his  last  quarter  a  fair  stipend  was  paid.  He 
was  made  veiy  useful,  and  relates  some  wonderful  instances 
of  conversions.  An  aged  man  of  sevcmty,  after  a  long 
struggle,  found  peace  with  God,  and  th;-  next  morning 
w(»nt  round  the  township  telling  his  neighbours  the  joyful 
now}?.  A  young  man  who  lay  in  his  bunk  mocking  at  the 
preacher's  prayer, 
was,  a  fortnight 
afterwards,  a  seeker 
of  salvation.  Others 
there  were  who  re- 
jected the  Saviour, 
and  the  rlrinking 
habits  of  some  of  the 
people  were  a  gr(»at 
hindrance  to  the 
Gospel. 


Churches  and 
Parsonas^e. 

The  R  o  X  b  u  !•  g  h 
Church,  a  strong 
and  substantial  stone 
building,  was  erected 
vd^wV;    \>^V\^.     ^V\W\^ 


_k 
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but  ten  years  later  it  was  reported  that  the  balance  had 
been  paid,  and  the  Treasurer  had  funds  in  hand.  In  1880, 
another  section  adjoining  the  church  was  purchased  for 
£25.  The  Coal  Creek  Church,  also  of  stone,  was  built 
soon  after  Roxburgh,  and  has  always  been  distinguished 


43  scholars,  and  there  are  280  worshippers.  With  the 
impulse  given  to  tho  district  by  the  dredging  industry, 
greater  prosperity  and  a  larger  population  may  be  expected. 


for  its  hearty 
good  con<»rega- 
In  the  early 
lively  class 
and  this  write 


service  and  its 
tional  singing, 
days  there  wera 
nieetinj;,'s  there, 
has    pleasant 


reculleL'liurisof  fgHPH?               "f*        acrowdedBoiree 

and    niQst    at^ 

gatiuns.     At  lliili        [    j^P  i    I          Et  trick,     in 

1889,  a   quar-  |||iii^g|J^|Bj||       tcr  -  acre     mtf> 

was   given  by  Mr.  CJarke,  of 

1— Roxburgh  Parsonage.    2— Coal  Creek  Church.    3— Roxburgh 
Church.    4— Ettrick  Church. 

Melbourne.  The  building  thereon,  24ft.  by  loft.,  formerly 
a  school,  was  also  donated  by  an  old  and  attached  member 
and  steward — Mr.  J.  C.  Smith.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  nearer  Dunedin,  a  good  congregation  is  gathered  in 
the  schoolroom. 

In  1895  two  acres  were  purchased  in  Roxburgh  for 
a  parsonage  site.  Two  years  afterwards  a  half  acre  with 
a  six-roomed  house  thereon  being  offered  near  the  church, 
this  was  purchased  for  £230,  and  the  former  disposed 
of.  Most  of  the  parsonage  money  was  borrowed,  but  we 
understand  that  it  is  intended  shortly  to  liquidate  the  debt. 


The  Circuit  History. 

So  good  was  the  prospect  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Marten's 
twelve  months,  that  the  district  was  constituted  a  separate 
Circuit.  The  Rev.  W.  H.  Beck  was  sent  as  minister, 
remaining  there  for  two  years.  Mr.  Hewlitt  followed 
for  one  year  more.  Owing  to  the  pressure  for  appointments 
in  other  places,  no  other  minister  was  sent  on  Mr.  Hewlitt's 
removal.  Since  then  its  ecclesiastical  relations  have  been 
varied.  For  four  years  it  was  occupied  by  a  Home 
Missionary.  Then  for  four  years  more  two  other  young 
ministers — Messrs.  Wills  and  F.  Martin  — were  appointed. 
For  three  years  after  that  it  was  an  integral  part  of  the 
Lawrence  Circuit.  For  a  number  of  years  subsequently 
it  was  worked  by  Home  Missionaries— Messrs.  Stone, 
B.  Thomas,  Martyn,  Poole,  and  Hooper,  following  each 
other  in  succession.  In  1898  tho  present  minister,  the 
Rev.  T.  A.  Joughin,  of  whose  early  history  a  sketch  is 
given  in  our  narrative  of  the  Maori  Mission,  was  appointed. 
A  cultured  speaker,  and  genial  in  disposition,  he  has  won 
his  way.  As  he  is  a  minister  in  full  connexion,  a  Home 
Mission  grant  has  been  «<iven  tr)  aid  the  Circuit  in  taking  a 
married  minister  at  once.  There  are  now  throe  churches 
and  one  preaching  place,  tour  local  preachers,  and  three 
c/^^s  leaders,  with  54  adult  and  10  junior  members.  Three 
smaJI  Sunday-schools    with    halt  a    dozen    teachers    have 


Steady  Workers  and  Generous  Givers 

have  been  associated  with  this  up-country  Circuit  from 
the  commencement.  Mr.  J.  B.  Borton,  for  several  years 
the  Goldfield  Warden,  was  not  only  devout  and  earnest, 
but  while  he  had  tho  means,  a  princely  giver.  The  late 
Mr.  G.  Ireland,  M.H.R.,  was  a  consistent  Christian  and  a 
willing  worker.  Mr.  H.  Bloxham,  during  the  whole 
period,  has  been  an  acceptable  local  preacher.  Mi.  S.  Uren, 
frequently  filling  the  oltioe  of  Circuit  Steward,  is  an 
intelligent  Methodist,  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in 
connexional  affairs.  His  only  daughter  was  organist  at 
the  Coal  Creek  Church,  and  her  death  in  early  womanhood 
a  great  loss.  At  Coal  Creek  FatluM- Tamblyn,  Messrs.  Toms, 
Manuell,  and  at  Roxburgh  Messrs.  Grover,  Watson,  and 
others  have  wrought  with  a  will,  and  are  thoroughly 
attached  to  the  Church. 


CROMWELL   CIRCUIT 

was  organised  by  the  Bible  Christian  Church.     It  is  very 
extensive,  and  ministers  stationed  there  need  to  be  good 

horsemen.  Nearly  the  whole 
of  the  plact!^  are  connected 
wiih  mitiMigj,  and  some  not 
OfLsy    of    acces-s.     To    reach 
one    (Nevi>^^     a    mountain 
ran^fe  TiOOOft,  liigh  lias  to  be 
cr*is.stM:L    For 
about     three 
months       in 
winter      it 
cannot  Ije  at- 
tempted, but 
during      the 


Lawrkxck  Office-bearers. 

1  — Mrs.  .J.  Syrktt.    2— Mr.  T.  Downey.    3— Mr.  D.  Tl(  kkr. 
4— Mr.  J.  CowPKR. 

Tew\wvt\^^\   ol  \X\^  ^^«.\  \.\\^  «v\nister  goes   on    Saturday, 
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morning  ho  meets  a  class  and  preaches,  eats  his  lunch 
on  horseback,  and  by  dint  of  hard  riding  reaches  one 
of  the  churches  for  evening  service.  Other  preaching 
places  are  at  Lowbum,   three   miles  and  a  Imlf  from  the 

centre  ;  Kawarau 
Gorge,  four  ;  Ben- 
digo,  fourteen; 
Q  u  (?  e  n  s  b  e  r  r  y, 
eighteen  :  and 
Gibbstono,  twenty. 
The  first  named 
lias  a  fortnightly 
service,  the  others 
monthly,  and  at 
one  or  two  other 
places  they  are 
hold  less  fre- 
(juontly.  TluMjues- 
tion  anciently 
.•i.*?k<Ml  in  l)istrict 
►Synods,  "Have  the 
preachers  .sutlicient 
vvoik  r  is  scarcely 
applicable  to  tlu; 
Hev.  R.  S.  hvss.  preacher  there. 


Opening  and  Progress  of  the  Mission. 

After  a  visit  by  the  IJev.  J.  Orchanl,  Mr.  Kllis  was 
appointcM:!,  and  remained  three  years.  He  was  folli)wi»d  by 
the  Rev.  F,  C^uintrell.  During  his  residence,  the  Cromwell 
Church,  a  stone  building  of  attractive  appearance,  Doh.  by 
25ft.,  was  built.  It  was  opened  on  Kaster  Sunday,  LSIU, 
by  the  Uev.  J.  T.  Burrows,  Queeiistown.  Not  a  iv.w 
within  its  walls  have  found  "  tlu^  pearl  of  great  i)rice,"  and 
there  is  a  thoroughly  successful  class  nu'cting.  A  debt  of 
;fi!90  was  left  at  the  erection,  but  in  I^IM)  half  of  this  was 
raised,  and  the  remainder,  loaned  by  the  lUiilding  Fund,  is 
now  being  discharged.  The  Rev.  i>.  J  I.  (linger,  who 
8uceee<led  Mr.  Quintrell,  w.ts  privilegiid  to  see  a 
revival  —  the  first  known  in  the  district.  He  was 
also  instrument^il  a  year  later  in  the  erection  of 
a  stone  church  at  Bannockburn,  «ix  miles  distant. 
The   cost   of  this,    :£100,    was    raised  at    the    time.      On 

part  of  the  church 
section  at  Cromwell 
stands  a  four-roomed 
parsonage,  which  has 
the  distinction  of 
being  the  .smallest 
in  the  Colony,  but 
it  is  cosy  and  com- 
fortable. It  is  a 
well-travelled  house 
also,  having  been 
brought  down  from 
Uendigo.  A  small 
debt  remains  there- 
on. Christian  En- 
deavour Societies 
have  been  opened 
in  four  places,  and 
Cromwell  Ixiasts  the 
best  choir  in  the 
Uev  L.  J.  II VAN,  Cromwkll.  district. 


Ihe  Present  Minister, 

the  Rev.  L.  J.  Ryan,  a  native  of  Christchurch,  was 
converted  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  connection  with 
.services  conducted  by  the  lato  Mr.  Broughton  and 
Mr.  Cox.  Joining 
the  Church  at  High 
Street,  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  local 
preacher,  and  in 
li<93  received  iis  a 
ministerial  candi- 
date. Two  years 
were  spent  at  Way 
College,  Adelaide, 
under  Dr.  Torr. 
After  helping  Mr. 
]{(^ady  for  a  short 
time,  he  was  sent 
to  open  a  mission 
in  the  Hawea  dis- 
trict. Then  he  spent 
two  yeai's  at  Eketa- 
huna.  ]n  the  very 
])rimeof  life,  knowing 
the  way  of  salvation 
himself,  and  able  to 
put  it  clearly  before 
others,  honourable  and  useful  service  may  be  expecte<l 
from  him.  In  his  charge  are  52  enrolled  members,  and  in 
the  Sunday-school  4'2  scholars  with  two  teachers.  There 
are  three  local  preachers,  and  250  attendants  on  public 
service. 


Rkv.  T.  a.  Jtn'tiiJiN,  KoxurRGn. 


INVERCARQILL  CIRCUIT. 

Invcrcargill  is  the  largest  of  the  secondary  towns  in  the 
Colony,  hnving,  with  its  five  suirounding  boroughs,  a 
j)Opulation  of  10,000.  It  is  well  laid  out,  and  becoming  a 
great  trade  centre.  Singularly  enough,  the  town  was 
naiiKMJ  by  (Jovernor  (iore  Browne,  before  the  site  was 
survey(Ml  or  even  selected.  In  1S57  the  survey  took  place, 
and  a  few  years 
later,  when  luns  were 
ofiered  at  a  cheap 
rate,  large  areas  of 
land  were  taken  up. 
In  ISGI,  when  tliiMc 
were  only  fifteen 
hun<Jred  people  south 
of  the  Mataura,  the 
settlers  had  the  har- 
dihood to  establish 
a  separate  province. 
Two  years  later  the 
discoveries  of  gold 
in  the  Wakatipu 
district  brought  a 
large  number  of 
innnigrants  f  r  o  m 
the  other  colonics. 
Tents  were  thickly 
scatteied  over  the 
Invercargill  town- 
ship, and  man}'  of 
the      new     arrivals 
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Early  Methodist  Services. 

In  these  wo  meet  again  that  indefatigable  pioneer,  the 
Rev.  I.  Harding,  who  rode  from  Dunedin  round  by  the 
Lakes.  On  the  last  Sunday  in  May,  1863,  he  conducted 
service   in   a   wareliouse  in  Dee  Street,  on   the  site   now 


St.  Paul's  Chi'ih.h,  Invkkcamjill. 

occupied  by  Messrs.  Sloane's  Boot  Palace.  Collections 
were  made  towards  a  church  building.  Afterwards  two 
services  were  held  each  Lord*s  Day,  in  the  nrorning  in  the 
Courthouse,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Post  OtHce,  and  in 
the  evening  in  the  Mechanic's  Institute  in  Coiion  Stieet. 
They  were  conducted  by  Mr.  Whiting,  a  local  preacher 
from  Tasmania.  Methodises  had  come  from  all  the  Colonies 
and  the  North  Island.  A  prayer  meeting  was  held  at 
Spey  Street,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Cameron,  a  West  Indian. 
The  Presbyterian  School  was  also  loaned  fur  a  wf?ekly 
prayer  meeting.  Mr.  T.  Allen,  now  of  Mount  Albert, 
Auckland,  arrived  in  February,  1863,  and  was  appoint  d 
Secretary  of  the  Church  Committee.  The  gift  of  a  half 
acre  of  land  on  the  North  Road  had  been  secured  from 
Mr.  Thomson,  the  surveyor,  by  Mr.  Harding  or 
Mr.  W.  Russell.  On  this  a  building  of  wood,  to  seat  '200 
per  sons,  and  costing  £250  to  .£300,  was  erected.  It  was 
opened  on  Christmas  Day  by  Mr.  Harding,  and  with 
a  tea  meeting  held  on  the  29th,  the  proceeds  were  £69  10s. 
A  Sunday-school  was  immediately  started,  of  which 
Mr.  Crouch,  from  Hobart,  was  the  Supeiintendent.  Prior 
to  the  arrival  of  the  first  minister  the  Rev.  J.  Buller 
visited  the  place,  where  he  preached  and  lectured,  and 
encouraged  the  small  band  of  workers.  Otherwise  the 
services  were  conducted  by  local  preachers,  chiefly 
Messrs.  Whitin;.'  and  Perkins. 


Formal  Orfi:anisation. 

In  April,  l-'^tU,  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Shaw  arrived,  and  three 
months  after  held  the  first  Quarterly  Meeting,  at  which 
Messrs.  W.  Russrl),  Trew,  Ayton,  Perkins,  Upjohn,  and 
James  Smith  were  present.  There  were  reported  to  be 
tv^enty  members,  with  one  on  trial.  It  says  much  for  the 
healthiness  of  the  climate,  and  the  attractiveness  of  the 
place,  that  thirty-two  years  afterwards  all  the  laymen  were 
still  living,  and  all  but  one  in  Invercargill.  Not  long 
afterwards  it  was  determined  to  build  a  parsonage.  As 
£78  per  annum  had  to  be  paid  tis  rent  for  a  small  house, 
thin  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  Thus  near  the  church  there 
atone  a  aix-rootnctl  house,  almost  the  /acsimile  ol  U\ei  oive 


first  erected  in  Lyttelton.  It  cost  about  £500. 
Unfortunately,  a  commercial  crisis  took  place.  Several 
members  removed,  and  for  many  years  the  house  debt 
pressed  heavily.  Meantime  a  society  class  was  formed 
under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Trew.  The  Church  heartily 
addressed  itself  to  its  work,  and  monthly  services  were 
started  at  the  Bluff  and  Riverton.  Mr.  Shaw  also  opeoed 
a  preaching  station  at  Mr.  Fowler's  house  on  West  Plains. 

A  New  Church  Home. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  R.  S.  Dunn.  His 
impressive  preaching  attracted  large  congregations.  Many 
were  converted,  among  them  those  who  afterwards 
constituted  the  chief  strength  of  the  Church.  By  this 
time  it  was  found  that  the  North  Road  site  was  away  from 
the  centre  of  population.  The  town  was  extending 
southward.  A  few  years  previously  an  Anglican  minister 
had  built  an  independent  church  in  Leet  Street.  This  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Bank.  It  was  seated  for  2.')0 
persons,  was  purchased  by  the  Wesleyan  Trustees,  and 
opene<l  by  Mr.  Bunn  on  July  28th,  1867,  when  the 
collections  were  £13  18s.  The  old  church  was  removed,  and 
used  as  a  Sunday-school.  Services  were  also  opened  at 
Waikiwi,  Waikiwi  West,  Mavis  Bush,  and  Elast  InTercargill. 

After  Fifteen  Years. 

The  church,  which  had  already  cost  a  considerable  sum 
in  repairs,  was  much  the  worse  for  wear.  After  long 
deliberation  it  was  resolved  to  re^build  on  the  same  site. 
The  present  very  neat  brick  building,  G2ft.  by  4-2ft.,  and 
intended  to  seat  -IHO  persons,  was  the  outcome.  The 
Rev.  J.  P»erry's  opening  sermon,  from  John  iv.  24,  is  ^till 
rememlxM'ed.  The  outlay  was  £1600.  Towards  this  a 
bazjuir  produced  i-3r)0.  Some  go<.>d  subscriptions,  one  of 
£100,  were  also  received,  but  more  than  half  was  left  as  a 
debt.  Some  years  before  an  acre  of  land  had  been  given 
in  South  Invercargill  by  Mr.  Hall.  Part  of  this  was  sold 
in  1 8H"),  and  the  debt  reduced.  Further  subscriptions  were 
also  obtained,  and  a  legacy  of  X'50  from   Mr.  Kiogsland 


Invercargill  Parsonage. 


appropriated.  Thus  half  of  the  remainder  was  raised, 
and  the  balance  of  X360  loaned  by  the  Building  Fund 
for  ten  years.  Thus  the  Trust  was  placed  in  eaaj 
circumstances,  and  by  1898  the  loan  was  repaid. 


THE    COLONIAL    CfltJRCHES. 
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A  New  Parsonasre 

had  been  for  many  years  a  desideratum.  In  1886  the 
first  steps  were  taken,  and  subscriptions  raised,  but  these 
wore  apparently  diverted  to  the  church  debt.  In  1892, 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  R.  Taylor,  £336  were 
collected,  and  in  his  successor's  time  a  very  comfortable 
one-storey  house  of  ten  rooms  built  on  the  North  Road 
site.  It  cost  over  £500,  and  the  balance  of  £225  was 
loaned  from  the  Connexional  Fund. 


Extension  and  Contraction. 

At  various  times  during  the  Circuit's  history  of 
thirty -six  years,  efiforts  have  been  made  to  extend  its 
boundaries.     Some  of  thorn  have  been  more  of  *^h(i  character 


a  separate  Circuit.  On  the  remaining  section  in  South 
Invercargill  a  Mission  Hall  was  erected  in  1885.  An 
evening  congregation  was  gathered,  and  a  good  Sunday- 
school  conducted  by  Messrs.  Stacey  and  Powell  successively. 
The  building  was  injured  by  a  gale,  and  taken  down  in 
1895,  since  which  the  servicer  have  not  been  resumed,  nor 
has  there  been  any  other  special  outgrowth.  Thus,  while 
during  the  last  seven  years  there  has  been  a  large  indi'ease 
in  population,  the  attendants  have  not  increased,  and  the 
number  of  Sunday  scholars  is  smaller. 


Happy  Memories 

of  days  gone  bye  are  still  cherished  by  the  older  members. 
The   *^  times  of   refreshing,"   under   Mr.    Bunn's  ministry. 


Invercargill  Office-bearers. 

Front  Row— Mr.  Jas.  Smith,  Mrs.  H.  Small,  Mr.  VV.  Ferguson,   Rev.  W.  C.  Oliver.  Mr.  G.  Trew,  Mrs.  A.  F.  Hawke,  Mr.  J;is.  Brown,  Mr.  K.  Wcsney.  j'.nr. 
Second  Row— Messrs.  R.  Wcsney,  sent.,  N.  T.  Pearce,  J.  J.  Wesney,  J.  N.  Nicholas.  G.  R.  George,  G.  B.  Patterson.  S.  Janu  s 
Top  Row— Messrs.  W.  Stead,  J.  Stead,  J,  Hensley,  E.  C.  Smith. 


of  a  spurt,  rather  than  a  dogged  and  persistent  effort. 
In  the  first  eight  years,  seven  preaching  stations  were 
taken  up.  At  one  of  these  a  church  seating  100  persona 
was  built,  but  after  five  years*  trial  sold  to  defray  the 
mortgage.  All  the  others  were  gradually  abandoned. 
From  1884  to  1886  fifteen  other  places  were  occupied. 
Several  of  these  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town. 
Most  of  the  remainder  were  around  Riverton,  and  one 
in  Wakatipu.  Of  the  former  group  only  one  remains  on 
the  Plan.  The  latter  have  proved  more  permanent.  In 
1886  Arrow  town  was  separated,  and  made  a  Home 
Mission  Station.  The  same  year  a  second  preacher  for  the 
Circuit  was  appointed,  to  reside  in  Riverton.  After  five 
years  that  town  and  «ieveral  places  attached  thereto  became 


bore  permanent  fruit.  During  Mr.  Fairclough  s  term  there 
was  an  extensive  revival,  and  fifty  persons  were  admitted 
to  the  Church  at  one  time.  Mr.  J.  J.  We.^ney's  class  of 
young  people  was  then  a  great  success.  A  few  years  later 
Miss  Powell  had  an  equally  interesting  class  of  young 
women.  In  the  Rev.  R.  Taylor's  time  there  was  a  steady 
ingathering  month  by  month. 

The  central  Church  has  been  greatly  favoured  in  its 
service  of  song.  Messrs.  R.  and  J.  J.  Wesney,  J.  Hayes, 
and  J.  Hensley  have  been  capable  and  enthusiastic  choir 
masters.  Mr.  N.  T.  Pearce  for  twenty  years  has  presided 
at  the  organ  with  great  skill.  The  work  of  Messrs.  Crouch, 
Trew,  Paterson,  Powell,  and  others  in  the  Sunday  School 
has   been  most  diligent,  while  Messrs.  Cheyne,  We^^neyv 
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J.  and  C.  W.  Brown,  J.  Smith,  G.  R.  George,  and  Spite, 
have  been  active  membera  of  the  Church,  and  most  of 
them  Trustees. 

Many  who  were  once  mcmbera  have  passed  on  before. 
Father  Jackson,  who  gave  the  schoolroom  and  land  at  East 


RlVKKTON    CliUKC'lI. 

Invercargill,  died  in  the  full  triumph  of  faith.  Mrs.  lUinn 
passed  away  during  her  husband's  term  of  ministry,  at  tlio 
early  age  of  thirty-eight,  and  a  tablet  perpetuates  her 
memory  and  worth.  Mc>-damcs  Stead,  J.J.  Wesney,  Trew, 
and  Smith,  with  Messrs.  Dodd  and  Kingsland,  have  also 
entered  into  rest. 


Excellent  Opportunities. 

In  addition  to  St.  Paul's  Church,  there  are  now  two 
preaching  places,  six  local  preachers,  and  two  clrss  leaders, 
132  adult  and  50  junior  members.  The  Sun(]ay-school  has 
sixteen  teachers  and  142  scholai*s,  and  there  are  600 
attendants.  With  the  Church  property  almost  free,  a 
constantly  enlarging  town,  and  prosperous  country  districts, 
it  may  well  be  expected  that  there  will  be  considerable 
enlargement. 

The  Rev.  J.  A.  Luxford,  the  present  Superintendent,  is 
a  minister  of  twenty-four  years*  standing.  Born  in 
Wellington,  and  fearing  the  I>ord  from  his  youth,  he 
became  a  local  preacher  in  his  teens.  After  spending  a 
year  in  study  in  Christchurch,  he  was  appointed  in  1876  to 
Woodend,  where  the  Church  was  enlarged.  With  the 
exception  of  six  years  in  the  North  Island,  he  has  since 
laboured  in  Canterbury  and  Otago.  Churches  have  been 
built  under  his  direction  at  Manaia,  Hawera,  I^eeston,  and 
St.  Albans.  He  is  a  painstaking  preacher,  his  setmons 
being  compact,  and  brightened  by  illustrations  and  poetic 
quotations.  He  has  great  regard  for  the  proprieties  of 
Divine  worship,  and  inculcates  reverence  for  the  Lord's 
House.  A  serious  illness  last  year  interfered  with  his 
work,  but  with  renewtnl  vigour  it  may  be  anticipated,  that 
he  will  wield  incretising  influence. 


RiVERTON  CIRCUIT 

is  the  furthest  outpost  of  the  Church  southward.     It  is  also 

the  most  extensive  Circuit  in  the  Otago  District,  rides  or 

drives  of  twenty  to  thirty  miles  and  more  having  frequently 

to  be  undertaken.     An  old  settled  district  around  the  chief 

town,  A  coal  field  to  the  north,  and  goldmining  \n  l\\e  'weat, 

it  has  a  prosperous  and  constantly  increasing  pop\i\aV\OTv. 


The  District  Prospected  and  Entered. 

In  1883  the  Revs.  Fairclough  and  Buttle  went  on  i 
tour  of  observation.  They  presented  to  the  Synod  and 
Conference  maps  and  statistics.  A  year  later  this  writer 
and  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Marten  went  through  the  same  area. 
All  were  impressed  with  its  possibilities.  The  result  wis 
that  the  Invercargill  Circuit  was  encouraged  to  begin  work 
there,  and  local  preachers  loyally  supported  the  minister  in 
doing  so.  In  1888  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Wallis  was  appointed  to 
reside  in  River  ton.  During  that  and  the  following  month 
preaching  stations  were  established  at  Riverton,  Thornbury, 
OtauUu,  Wairio,  Nightcaps,  Oraki,  and  Wrcy's  Bush. 
The  credit  of  this  advance  is  largely  due  to  the 
Rev.  W.  B.  Marten  and  Mr.  G.  R.  George,  an  earnest  local 
preacher. 

Three  Churches  Erected. 

A  good  site  was  obtained  at  Riverton  in  l88iS,  at  a  cost 
of  £24.  On  this  two  years  later  a  church  to  seat  130 
persons  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  ;C140.  Of  this  £50  was 
advanced  by  the  I>oan  Fund,  and  subsequently  repaid. 
The  opening  services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  Baumber 
on  July  30th,  1890,  and  in  honour  of  the  year  it  is  called 
the  Jubilee  Church.  To  this,  during  Mr.  Newbold\s  time, 
a  vestry  was  added  at  a  cost  of  £30.  The  church  itself  was 
enlarged  in  1895,  at  an  outlay  of  £78,  of  which  £30  was 
advanced  by  the  Ix)an  Fund. 

At  the  Nightcaps  Coal  Mine  a  quarter-acre  section  was 
given  by  Mr.  W.  Reid,  in  1894.  With  great  vigour  the 
members  set  to  work,  and  the  church,  seating  lOU  person-', 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  a  little  over  £100.  A  small  loan  was 
repaid  in  six  months. 

At  Aparima  last  year  a  church,  30  ft.  by  22  ft.,  was 
built  on  a  half-acre  site,  at  a  total  cost  of  £205.  Of  this 
only  one-fifth  remains  as  a  debt  to  the  Ix>an  Fund.  At  the 
other  places,  Colac,  Otautau,  Drummond,  Wrey's  Bush,  etc., 
services  are  for  the  present  held  in  the  public  schoolrooms. 


The  Circuit. 

It  was  made  a  separate  Circuit  in  1891 
the  scattered  popu- 
lation, unmarried 
ministers  were  ap- 
pointed for  twelve 
years,  the  residence 
being  at  Riverton. 
About  six  months 
after  the  present 
minister  went  there, 
in  order  to  obtain  a 
more  central  position, 
he  removed  to  Otau- 
tau, twelve  miles 
distant.  Thus  the 
township  where  the 
minister  resides  is 
still  one  which  is 
without  a  church. 
At  services  held  in 
the  Circuit  in  the 
winters  of  1894  and 
1895,   a   number   of 


On  ivccount  of 
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Statistics. 

Besides  the  three  churches  are  six  other  preaching 
places.  There  are  60  raembers,  and  in  the  two  Sunday-schools 
10  teachers  with  89  scholars,  while  710  persons  attend  the 

service^.     Unfortu- 


'fS>^4. 


Rkv.  J.  T.  Burrows,  Rivkrtox. 


nately,  there  are 
only  three  local 
preachers.  If  others 
could  be  induced  to 
settle  there,  the 
Circuit  would  be 
strengthened,  and 
the  boundaries  could 
be  extended. 

The  Rev.  J.  T. 
Burrows,  now 
stationed  there,  is 
a  useful  preacher 
and  a  diligent 
pastor.  Born  in 
Clirist church,  he 
was  con  verted  under 
the  preaching  of  the 
Rev.  D.  McNichoU 
in  Grey  mouth  At 
Kaiapoi  he  became 
a  local  preacher,  and 
from  thence  was 
recommended  to  the 
ministry.  After  a 
year  at  Three  Kings 
he  went  as  second  preacher  to  Ashburton,  and  has  since 
been  stationed  at  Wakatipu,  Hokitika,  and  Richmond 
(Christehurcli).  He  is  now  entering  upon  the  third  year  at 
Riverton. 


aORE  CiRCUiT. 

In  the  early  "eighties  '  the  growing  township  of  Gore 
attracted  great  attention.  As  the  terminus  of  the  Waimea 
railway,  and  surrounded  by  gocd  land,  a  prosperous  future 
was  predicted.  A  minister  was  therefore  appointed  to 
work  there  and  at  Tapanui.  The  Rev.  J.  N.  Buttle  was 
very  energetic,  and  kept  the  needs  and  particulars  of  this 
new  mission  well  before  the  Methoflists  of  the  Colony. 


A  Good  Beginning. 

In  1880  a  quarter-acre  church  site  had  been  given  by 
a  friend  in  Invercargill.  On  this,  in  188i,  the  present 
comfortable  church,  seating  160  persons,  was  built,  at  a 
total  cost  of  £240.  Of  this  £100  remained  as  debt  to  the 
J/oan  Fund,  but  has  since  been  repaid.  To  the  church 
a  vestry  was  attached,  where  Mr.  Buttle  and  some  of 
his  successors  kept  Bachelor  Hall.  The  Gore  Choir  has 
won  great  renown.  Under  Messrs.  Palmer  and  Macpherson, 
it  deservedly  took  a  very  high  place.  Gore  is  the  only 
Wesleyan  Church  in  the  Colony  lighted  by  electricity. 

At  Pukerau  services  were  started  in  the  schoolroom,  and 
a  site  given  by  Mr.  Mears  in  1883*  At  Mandeville  the 
following  year  two  sections  for  church  purposes  were 
donated  by  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company. 
Occasional  services  were  also  held  at  Mataura,  Riversdalc, 
and  Lumsden. 


Further  Advancement. 

Tapanui  was  separated  from  the  Circuit  in  1886,  so 
that  the  Gore  minister  might  concentrate  his  work.  Four 
years  later  a  parsonage  site  was  bought  for  £30.  The  same 
year  a  minister's  house  of  six  rooms  was  built  at  a  cost 
of  £300,  Mr.  Aber- 
nethy  being  the 
first  to  occupy  it. 
The  debt  thereon 
was  advanced  by 
the  Ijoan  Fund,  and 
the  term  for  re- 
payment has  been 
extended.  An  ad- 
ditional room  was 
added  to  the  house, 
during  Mr.Tinsley's 
term.  In  1890  an 
acre  site  was  given 
at  Lumsden,  and 
half  an  acre  at 
Riversdale,  by  the 
New  Zealand  Agri- 
cultural Company. 
Some  of  the  out- 
stations  have  been 
given  up,  and  so 
the  growth  has  been 
limited. 


Kev.    J.   D.   JORV,    GORK. 


Present  Position. 

Besides  Gore  three  preaching  places  are  visited,  but 
as  there  are  no  local  preachers,  to  supply  them  is  often 
a  ditliculty.  There  are  46  members,  and  in  the  Gore 
Sunday-school  77  scholars  and  seven  teachers,  while  the 
attendants  throughout  the  Crrcuit  number  210.  The 
Rev.  J.  1).  Jory,  who  has  just  left  after  one  year's 
residence,  is  a  Cornishman.  He  entered  the  ministry  in 
New  South  Wales,  and  after  his  student  course  at 
Newingtx)n,  and  one  year  in  a  colonial  Circuit,  served  as  a 
iMission.iry  in  Fiji  for  eleven  years.  He  then  visited  New 
South  Wales  and  England.  In  1889  he  came  to  New 
Zealand,  and  hjis  spent  eleven  years  in  succession  in  Otago 
Circuits.  With  all  the 
persistence  of  the  West 
country,  there  is  in  him 
untiring  devotion  to  his 
work.  He  is  also  a 
generous  giver,  and  a 
quietly  earnest  preacher. 


WAKATIPU    HOME 
MISSION  STATION. 

At  this  unrivalled 
sanatorium  of  the  South 
Island,  the  services  of 
the  Church  were  started 
by  miners  in  1863.  Mr. 
Palmer  was  appointed 
Home  Missionary.  After 
Mr.  Harding  left,  he 
wrott^  his  successor  that 
there    was    a   chapel    in 


&^^^,    «.tVe^  ^Wa    \X^  \X^^SW        ^^.  ^  •  ^>*^'^^  ^VKWSKSs^. 
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debt  There  were  also  two  or  three  other  congregations 
within  four  miles,  and  no  stated  minister  nearer  than 
seventy  miles.  He  thought  that  a  young  minister  should 
be  sent  to  take  charge  of  these  places,  and  the  congregations 
at   the  Dunstan.      For  years    after  Wakatipu   requested 

a  minister  and  guar- 
anteed his  stipend, 
but  for  lack  of  men 
this  could  not  be 
granted.  I>ut there 
were  those  who 
never  wavered  in 
their  attachment  to 
the  Church,  and 
this  writer  visiting 
the  district  for 
health  about  1SH2, 
was  j^reatly  re- 
freshed in  spirit 
by  the  war  ni- 
hearted  reception 
he  had  from  ^lessrs. 
F.  Smith,  Johnson, 
Chegwidden,  Sand- 
ford,  and  others.  A 
Sunday-school  was 
also  being  carried 
Mb.  G.  HuwKLf,,  MoM(;iEL.  on. 


A  Second  Start  Made. 

In  18S5  Mr.  Marten  went  up  from  Invercargill,  and  held 
services  at  Ariowtown,  Macetown,  Crown  Terrace,  and 
Arrow  Flat.  Fifteen  members  were  recognised,  and  there 
was  a  prosperous  Sunday-school  with  seven  teachers.  The 
small  band  of  workers  pleaded  hard  for  a  preaclier,  and  a 
year  later  Mr.  Blight  went  there  as  Home  Missionary.  He 
extended  the  services  to  Quecnstown,  Franklin,  and  the 
famous  Pluvnix  Mine,  which  was  then  in  the  charge  of 
Captain  Evans.  Several  Methodists  were  there,  and 
during  a  service  by  the  writer  several  children  were 
baptised  at  the  Mine.  A  crowded  soiree  was  also  held  in 
Arrowtown  on  the  Saturday  night.  It  was  tjvident  that 
Mr.  Blight  had  won  the  peoples'  hearts. 


Subsequent  Developement. 

In  \X^7  the  Circuit  was  constituted,  and  Mr.  Roth  well 

appointed.  The  fol- 
lowing year  Mr.  Pas- 
coe  gave  a  section 
in  Queens  town  for 
Church  purposes, and 
on  this  the  church 
was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  £2S4.  A  loan  of 
£70  was  granted  by 
the  Building  Fund, 
of  which  about  one- 
tenth  is  still  owing. 
Three  years  later  a 
half -acre  sit«  was 
purchased  at  Arrow- 
Mhs.  R.  TTobbs,  ArcK-LAND.  ^o^"  for  £40      T^t 

/^  Daui/hter  of  the  Late  Rev.  J,  Waivrhome.)  year  a  ChUTCh,  4QU. 


by  20  ft.,  was  built  there  at  a  cost  of  £285.  The  greater 
part  of  this  remains  as  a  debt  to  the  Loan  Fund,  it  being 
treated  as  a  special  case,  but  the  Trustees  and  memben 
there  are  resolved  to  grapple  with  it. 

Probationer  were  appointed  to  the  Circuit  for  ten 
years,  when  through  the  depression  in  mining  and  numennu 
removals  the  minister  was  withdrawn.  Mr.  Gann  then 
served  as  Home  Missionary  for  three  years,  and  has  been 
succeeded  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Stevens,  a  hard-wcrking  brother, 
who  had  previously  occupied  the  same  position  at  Little 
River.  Services  are  also  conducted  at  six  other  places. 
There  are  two  local  preachers,  three  c1ai<s  leaders,  and 
twenty-nine  members.  Four  Sunday-schools  are  conducted, 
with  eight  teachers  rnd  eighty-four  scholars,  and  the 
number  of  worshippers  is  reported  as  294. 

Adtlendum. — Before  passing  from  the  Otago  Goldfields,  it 
should  be  stated  that  during  the  heyday  of  mining  in  the 
sixties  other  Wesleyan  Churches  were  elected.  Mr.  Aldred 
received  a  letter  from  Clyde  in  It'Gl  saying  a  site  was 
reserved ;  "  there  would  be  sustenance  for  a  minister, 
and  one  is  greatly  needed."  Mr.  Stowe  states  "On 
the  first  rush  to  the  Molyneux,  a  church  was  built 
at  Alexandra. 
The  walls  were  of 
stone.  It  had  a 
shingled  nx)f,  and 
calico  took  the  place 
of  glass  in  the  win- 
dows. There  wei*e 
six  local  preachers, 
and  twenty  members. 
A  society  class  met 
on  Sunday  mornings, 
and  a  prayer  meeting 
was  held  on  Wednes- 
day evenings.  The 
church  cost  4*100, 
and  would  seat  one 
hun(lre<l."  Mr.  Hard- 
ing preached  there 
as  well  as  at  Black's 
Station.  At  the  lat- 
ter place  Mr.  Leece 
acted  as  unpaid  Home  Missionary  for  several  years.  At  the 
upper  township  of  Dunstan  also  a  neat  church  was  built. 
Mr.  Bowater  speaks  of  meeting  the  brethren  Bloxham, 
Bailey,  Heaton,  and  others  there.  At  Hogburn,  open  air 
services  were  conducte<l  by  Mr.  Bloxham,  aided  by 
Mr.  Whiting.  A  son  of  the  Rev.  D.  J.  Draper,  then  a 
storekeeper,  started  a  subscription  list,  and  the  church  was 
opend  at  Christmas,  1862.  Services  were  also  held  at 
Sowburn  and  Hamiltons,  at  the  latter  a  Union  Church 
being  built.  The  Rev.  W.  H.  Beck  was  put  down  for 
Hogburn  in  L'^GO,  and  Mr.  Burchett,  for  Naseby,  but 
apparently  neither  appointment  was  taken.  After  a  time 
the  Wesleyan  members  of  these  places  joined  other 
Churches,  but  do  not  forget  those  early  days. 


TAPANUI    HOME    MISSION. 

Twenty-five  years  since  the  sawmills  in  this  neighbour- 
hood gave  abundant  employment,  and  the  township  was 
prosperous.  There  were  earnest  meml)ers  of  the  Church, 
and  services  were  hold  from  time  to  time  by  preachers  who 
came  from  Roxburgh.  In  1878  it  was  made  a  Circuity 
«bivd  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Gray  appointed. 


Mr.  R.  Bubgon. 


THE  COLONIAL.  CHURCHES. 
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Church  Buildinsr- 

Mr.  Gray  first  preached  in  the  schoolroom,  but  steps 
were  speedily  taken  to  secure  a  church.  The  members 
worked  heartily,  and  on  January  11th,  1880,  a  building,  of 
which  the  congregation  was  justly  proud,  was  opened.  The 
dedicatory  services  ware  conducted  by  the  Revs.  Lewis  and 
Best.  The  total  outlay  was  £500,  of  which  ;£260  was  left 
as  debt.  For  a  time  there  was  no  diificulty  in  meeting  the 
interest,  but  as  people  left  to  seek  employment  elsewhere, 
and  the  debt  stagnated,  it  became  a  burden.  In  1892  by 
a  great  effort  £60  wore  subscribed,  and  the  remainder 
advanced  by  the  Special  Branch  of  the  Loan  Fund.  More 
than  half  of  this  has  now  been  repaid,  and  the  remainder 
will  follow  in  due  course. 


Changes. 

The  Rev.  ]).  J.  Murray  succeeded  Mr.  Gray,  and  spent 
two  years  there,  preaching  also  at  Kelso,  and  some  other 
places.  For  three  years  afterwards  it  was  associated  with 
Gore,  tlie  minister  residing  chieliy  at  the  late  centre.  In 
18H.J  Mr.  R.  J.  Murray  was  appointed  as  Home  Missionary, 
and  hjis  been  succeeded  by  Messrs.   Birks,  Stead,  Howell, 


JEarly  Chitr(  h  Workers,  Palmerston,  Otago. 

Mrs    Krxnard.  Mr.  A.   Kennaro.        Mr.  W.  Kennard. 

and  others.  Evangelistic  services,  conducted  by  Mrs.  Scott 
in  1880,  were  greatly  blessed,  and  many  were  led  to  the 
Saviour. 

Willing  Workers  and  Devoted  Members 

have  never  been  lacking.  Mr.  J.  T.  Burrell  has  been  for 
many  years  a  local  preacher,  and  also  served  for  a  long  time 
as  Circuit  Steward.  Mrs.  Burrell  has  rendered  equally 
devoted  service  as  organist  and  choir  leader.  Mr.  A.  Stead, 
on  retiiing  from  the  Home  Mission  work,  entered  into 
business,  and  greatly  helped  in  every  way  until  his  removal 
to  Timaru.  Mr.  Innes  is  also  an  acceptable  local  preacher. 
Messrs.  Isteed  and  G.  MacFarlane  are  the  only  survivors  of 
the  original  Trust.  The  latter,  crippled  by  rheumatism,  is 
quite  unable  to  attend  service,  but  still  shows  the  deepest 
interest.  His  lat«  wife  was  one  of  the  excellent  of  the 
earth.  Mr.  H.  A.  Eden  is  the  present  Home  Missionary. 
He  also  conducts  services  at  Heriot,  Crookston,  and  Glen 
Kennich.  There  are  two  local  preachers  and  twenty-five 
members,  a  Sunday-school  of  twenty-five,  with  five  teachers, 
and  200  hearers. 


PALMERSTON    HOME    MISSION. 

The  more  modern  town  where  the  train  junction  is,  gives 
its  name  to  the  Home  Mission,  but  the  older  township  of 
Waikouaiti  takes  precedence  Methodistically.     It  has 


An  Eventful  History. 

Among  those  who  came  down  from  Sydney  with 
Mr.  J.  Jones  to  his  whaling  station  in  1840  was 
Mr.  William  Kennard.  He  was  a  man  of  Kent,  and  then 
27  years  of  age. 
up   Methodists    is 


Whether  he  and  his  wife  were  brought 


not 
known,  but  both  at- 
tended the  Mission 
services,  became  in- 
tensely interested  in 
spiritual  work,  and  in 
later  days  were  "  the 
nursing  father  and 
mother  of  the  Church.'* 
In  1862  Mr.  Harding 
called  on  Mr.  Jones  in 
his  office  in  Dunedin, 
and  explained  that  they 
needed  a  church  at 
Waikouaiti.  Brusque 
and  irritable,  Mr. 
Jones  replied  :  "  You 
are  always  wanting 
churches."  Mr.  Hard- 
ing explained  the  need, 
and  said  he  would  call 
again.  As  he  left  the 
office  Mr.  Jones  called 
out,  "  You  can  have  an 
acre  of  land,  and  I  will  give  you  £50."  With  this  start  a 
church  was  soon  built.  Five  years  later,  Mr.  W.  B.  Marten 
went  there  as  the  public  school  teacher,  and  remained 
about  eighteen  months.  At  that  time  the  congregation  was 
very  small,  not  more  than  twenty-five  persons  often  present, 
and  the  Sunday-school  feeble.  Full  of  zeal,  Mr.  Marten 
preached  and  worked.  He  hired  the  Council  Hall  for 
special  meetings,  preached  twelve  times  to  eighteen  during 
the  (juarter  himself,  and  saw  a  number  of  conversions.  Ho 
has  a  record  of  thirty-eight,  some  of  whom  remain  to  the 
present  time.  He  was  largely  helped  by  Mr.  Pearson. 
Mr.  Flamank  was  then  the  Missionary  in  charge.  Fourteen 
or  fifteen  years  lat^r  the  church  was  removed  to  the  present 
site.  A  considerable  debt  was  incurred.  Five  years  ago 
this  was  written  off  by  Mr.  R.  Pearson,  who,  during  all  these 
years,  has  been  a  most 
generous  helper. 
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Rev.  J.  T.  Pinfold,  F.G.S. 


The  Circuit  Formed 

In  Mr.  Flamank's 
time  services  were  also 
held  at  Goodwood, — 
where  the  Kennards 
had  a  farm, — at  Pal- 
merston, Merton,  and 
elsewhere.  So  good 
was  the  prospect  that 
in  1870  it  was  made 
a  Circuit,  and  the 
Rev.  D.  McNicoll 
appointed.  He  also 
saw  the  fruit  of  his 
laboui-s,  as  did  his 
immediate  successor. 
Two  or  three  years 
afterwards      it      was 


Rkv.  a.  Mitchell^  GQ«Av;.Vv^'Ci^:^, 
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placed  in  charge  of  a  Home  Missionary.  Misunderstandings 
engued.  The  Church  was  divided,  and  the  congregation  has 
not  yet  recovered  the  shock  then  suffered.  Mr.  Gray  was 
at  that  time  living  at  Waikouaiti,  and  chiefly  kept  up  the 
service  there,  and  also  at  Goodwood  and  Palmcrston.  For 
the  latter  part  of  the  time  ho  was  Home  Missionary. 

Palmerston. 

In  1875  a  weather-board  church,  30ft.  by  18ft.,  was 
built,  chiefly  throu<;h  llie  exertions  of  Mr.  Gray.  It  cost 
£250,  and  there  was  a  debt  of  £100.  The  Kennards  had 
come  into  the  towship,  but  about  this  time  Mr.  Kennard, 
senior,  died.  His  widow,  wlio  out-lived  him  by  several 
years,  and  her  family,  were,  however,  equally  earnest. 
Soon  after  Mr.  (Jray  entered  the  ministry  tlie  church  was 
closed.  Tliis  writer,  storm-stayed  for  a  Sunday  there  on 
his  way  to  Dunedin,  preached  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  morning,',  and  in  the  Wesleyan  Church  in  the 
evening.  Tliere  were  a  few  enrnest  members  still,  among 
them  tlie  late  Mr.  Gibbard.  Largely  through  him,  and 
with  Mr.  Pearson's  help,  Mr.  J.  Hayman  was  appointed 
Home  Missionary  in  1887.  Services  were  commenced  at 
Shag  Point  and  elsewhere.  Since  then  it  has  been  regularly 
supplied.  In  1892  a  larger  and  more  eligible  site  was 
secured  in  Tiverton  Street,  at  a  cost  of  £iO,     The  church 


was  removed  thither,  t^n^  so  enlarged  as  to  seat  1'20 
persons.  The  total  cost  was  J160,  and  the  debt  was 
cleared  a  few  months  after.  The  building  was  <^ned 
by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  and  Mr.  Smalley  on  May  1st.  The 
success  of  this  movement  was  largely  due  to  Mr.  T.  Edwards, 
a  former  member  of  the  Heathcote  Valley  Church,  and  now 
station  master,  and  Circuit  Steward.  He  was  aided  by 
Mr.  Cody,  who  was  then  a  draper  there,  and  now  resides 
at  Patea.  In  1894  Mrs.  Scott  conducted  a  mission  with 
great  success. 

Mr.  J.  Oliver,  one  of  the  Stotfold  converts,  is  now  in 
charge  of  the  mission.  Services  in  the  two  churches  are 
maintained  and  at  one  preaching  place.  The  number  of 
members  is  23,  the  Sunday-school  teachers  six,  scholan 
82,  and  there  are  180  adherents. 

The  Bible  Christians  commenced  a  mission  in  the 
Hawea  district  in  1895,  the  Cromwell  minister  having 
previously  visited  it.  Mr.  Kyan  was  a[>pointed  as 
missionary,  and  opened  seven  preaching  stitions,  but 
owing  to  the  sparse  population  no  other  minister  was  seot. 
At  Alexandra  and  Maniototo  Home  Mission  tries  were 
employed  for  a  shore  time,  but  for  a  similar  re  ison  these 
were  discontinued.  At  Alexandra  a  church  site  is  still 
held  for  future  use. 
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C^      PRESENT   POSITION   OF  THE  CHURCH. 
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IMjf  HE  Methoiiist  Churcli  has  never  professed  adherence 
*jll^  to  any  unvarying  order  of  ecclesiastical  polity.  The 
belief  is  tenaciously  held  that  no  special  form  has 
been  laid  down  by  our  Lord  and  his  apostles  in  the  New 
Testament.     There  was  considerable  and  healthy  diversity 

in  the  developement 
of  the  Christian  com- 
munities in  the  first 
centuries.  Hence  it  is 
held  that  if  Church 
business  is  conducted 
"  decently  and  in 
order,"  the  form  may 
be  varied  to  meet 
special  needs  as  they 
arise.  There  is  an 
absolute  consensus  of 
opinion  in  favour  of 
"a  separated  ministry." 
Holy  Scripture  indi- 
cates, and  experience 
confirms,  the  propriety 
of  pastors  of  the  Church 
being  set  apart  to  that 
work  exclusively  ;  to 
"give  themselves  to 
prayer  and  the  minis- 
try of  the  Word." 
But  this  setting  them 
apart  invests  them  with  no  sacerdotal  powers.  They  are 
ministers,  under-guardians  of  the  flock  of  which  Christ  is 
the  Great  Shepherd,  but  in  no  sense  priests.  Their  power 
and  authority  are  derived,  not  from  any  mystic  virtue 
conferred  upon  them  by  ordination,  but  are  gained  by  the 
entire  consecration  of  their  powers  to  their  holy  vocation. 

Neither  in  the  ministry  or  the  membership  is  there  any 
objection  to  Episcopacy  per  se.  If  the  bishop  be  regarded 
simply  as  "the  first  among  equals,"  it  is  recognised  that 
this  may  be  a  very  effective  form  of  Church  government. 
In  the  two  largest  Methodist  Churches  in  the  world— the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  and  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  as  well  as  in  some 
of  the  coloured  Churches  which  have  sprung  from  them — 
such  officers  have  from  the  beginning  been  appointed. 
John  Wesley  set  apart  the  first  bishop,  and  probably 
believed  that  form  of  oversight  was  likely  to  be  the  most 
effective,  particularly  in  new  and  sparsely  settled  countries. 
The  rapid  extension  of  the  Churches  named  is  an  evidence 
of  the  efiiciency  of  the  system,  and  bears  eloquent  testimony 
to  the  zeal,  self-denial,  and  wisdom  of  those  who  have  filled 
the  ofiice.     It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  their's  is  not 
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Diocesan  Episcopacy.  Like  the  pastors,  the  Bishops  or 
Superintendents  are  itinerants,  and  to  use  the  somewhat 
antiquated  language  of  the  original  rule,  "  travel  ac  large  " 
through  the  whole  Connexion.  They  aie  thus  saved  from 
localism,  and  are  kept  in  touch  with  all  forms  of  the 
Church's  work.  In  England,  there  has  been  a  closer 
approximation  to  the  Presbyterian  practice.  Even  there, 
however,  episcopal  powers  are  given  to  Superintendents  of 
Circuits,  and,  in  a  larger  degree,  to  Chairmen  of  Districts 
and  Presidents  of  Conferences.  The  difference  is  that, 
whereas  in  America  the  name  "  bishop "  is  commonly 
used,  and  the  persons  appointed  hold  the  office  for  life  or 
during  good  behaviour;  in  Great  Britain,  they  are 
designated  superintendents,  and  elected  year  by  year. 
Their  powers  and  functions  in  the  Church,  like  the 
regulations  of  the  British  Constitution,  have  been  gradually 
developed.  Whether  the  ordinary  pastor  shall  have  the 
oversight  of  one  Church  or  several  is  determined  by 
circumstances,  and  the  part  to  be  taken  by  the  laity  in 
Church  government  has  not  been  rigidly  defined. 


The  British  Precedent  Followed. 

The  Australasian  Churches   were  founded  by  ministers 
and   laymen    who  came  from  Great  Britain   and   Ireland. 
Naturally,  thoy  worked  and  organised  on  the  lines  with 
which  they  wore  familiar.     Thus  churches  and  preaching 
stations  adjacent  or  near  to  each  other  were  formed  into 
Circuits.     These  in  due  time  were  grouped  into  Districts. 
To  secure  uniformity  of 
arrangement,   and   weld 
the   churches    within   a 
given  area  into  a  homo- 
geneous  whole,   Confei- 
ences  were  constituted, 
for      the      purpose      of 
reviewing     the     recom- 
mendations of  the  local 
Church       Courts,      and 
adopting    such    general 
enactments  and  regula- 
tions    as     were     found 
necessary.     F  o  r  t  y  -  fi  v  e 
years    ago   an    Austral- 
asian    Conference     was 
formed,    which    became 
the  governing  body    of 
the     five     colonies     of 
Australia,  and  those  of 
Tasmania      and      New 
Zealand,  and   also   had 
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in  the.  South  Seas.  This  was  afHliated  to  the  British 
Conference,  and  for  a  time  the  latter  had  the  power  of 
confirmation  of  certain  acts  and  appointments.  In  1874  a 
further  developement  took  place.     It  was  found  impossible 


Palmkrston  Chl'kch. 

to  secure  at  one  Conference  in  Australasia  a  proper 
attendance  of  either  the  minisU^rs  or  the  laymen  of  the 
several  colonies,  on  account  of  time  occupied,  as  well  as 
the  expenditure  involve<l.  A  Representative  Oent^ral 
Conference  was  therefore  arranged,  to  meet  at  periods 
determined  by  it«elf.  This  was  made  by  vote  of  the 
British  Conference,  and  an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
entirely  independent  of  the  English  Connexion,  and  the 
orders  and  appointments  of  the  previous  Australasian 
Conference  validated.  This  Conference  is  now  the  only 
legislative  court  of  the  Church.  At  the  same  time,  four 
Annual  Conferences  were  formed  for  administrative  purposes, 
one  for  New  South  Wabs  and  Queensland,  to  which  is 
confided  the  management  of  the  Foreign  Missions,  one 
for  Victoria  and  Tasmania,  a  third  for  South  and  Western 
Australia,  and  a  fourth  for  New  Zealand.  Queensland 
and  Western  Australia  have  since  been  separated  from  the 
colonies  to  which  they  were  attached,  and  each  has  now  a 
Conference  of  its  own.  These  six  Annual  Conferences  have 
the  same  powers  as  the  British  Conference  itself  in  regard 
to  the  recf;ption,  appointment,  and  exclusion  of  ministers, 
and  the  managemenc  of  Conference  funds,  but  all  are 
subject  on  questions  of  legislation  to  the  General 
Conference. 

The  Discipline  of  the  Church 

is  administered  chiefly  by  the  ministers.  They  arc  required 
on  their  recepti(m  to  expres.^  approval  of  its  general 
principles,  and  twice  yearly  an  examination  is  held  as  to 
their  ob«:ervance  and  enforcement  of  the  various  regulations. 
To  the  Superintendent  or  principal  minister  in  each  Circuit, 
special  duties  are  entrusted.  He  must  preside  at  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  of  otlice-bearers.  He  is  recjuinKl  also  to 
act  as  Chairman  of  Leaders*,  Trustees',  I^ocal  Preachers', 
and  Sunday-school  Teachers'  Meetings,  and  held  responsible 
for  seeing  that  business  is  conducted  according  to  a 
prescribed  order.  In  the  three  former  assemblies,  he 
nominates  new  members,  but  each  meeting  has  the  power 
to  accept  or  reject  his  proposals.  His  powers  as  Chairman 
can  only  be  delegated  by  a  written  authorisaticm  to  a 
colleague,  but  in  case  of  non-attendance  at  a  Trustee 
Meeting,  the  Trustees  present  have  the  power  to  elect  a 
Chaivnmn  horn  their  own  number.     For  the  discharge  of 


these  duties,  each  Superintendtiiii  ai  well  as  his  culL-.igue^ 
is  amenable  to  his  brother  ministers,  and  any  one  of  these 
may  challenge  his  administration  at  the  District  Synod  or 
the  Annual  Conference. 

The  Ijaity,  however,  have  very  large  powers,  and  these 
are  jealously  guarded.  No  member  of  the  Church  may  be 
suspended  or  expelled  without  notice  of  his  offence,  and  the 
name  cf  his  accuser.  A  proper  trial  must  be  held,  and 
while  the  Superintendent,  as  the  Executive  officer,  decides 
the  sentence,  the  Leaders'  Meeting  must  first  have 
pronounced  the  offence  proved.  Even  then  he  has  the 
right  of  appeal.  Local  preachei-s  decide  by  vote  on  the 
admission  or  exclusion  of  any  person  proposed,  and  Society 
and  Circuit  Stewards,  with  those  who  attend  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  must  be  approved  by  the  meeting  of  which  they 
are  officers.  Trustees  have  extensive  powers  legally 
secured  and  defined,  as  to  the  erection,  repair,  and 
management  of  the  properties  they  hold.  Subject  to  the 
general  Connexional  laws,  they  may  build,  alter,  or  pull 
down  churches,  schools,  or  houses,  and  mortgage  the 
properties  if  they  find  it  necessary.  Should  they  become 
involved  in  financial  ditficultie^s,  and  the  Conference  not 
afford  them  relief,  when  duly  notified,  they  may  sell 
buildings  and  ground,  and  so  free  themselves  from  liability. 
C)a  a  sale  being  effected,  they  have  wide  option  as  to  the 
disposal  of  the  proceeds,  and  may  vote  them  to  any 
enterprise  of  the  Church.  Nor  are  they  simply  agents  for 
the  temporalities.  \Sy  express  enactment,  they  are 
guardians  of  doctrine,  and  bound  to  see  that  none  but 
properly  (jualified  pei-sons  olliciato  in  the  pulpits.  Should 
a  minister  fail  in  his  duty,  the  Trustees  of  any  Church  in 
his  Circuit,  with  the  other  local  oflice-bearers,  may  convene 
a  court,  known  as  the  Mixed  District  Meeting,  composed  of 
themselves  and  the  Ministers  of  the  District.  Shouli  that 
committee  find  that  the  minister  so  charged  has  neglected 
to  carry  out  the  Church's  laws,  or  that  he  is  unsc»und  in 
doctrine,  immoral  in  life,  or  deficient  in  abilities,  it  can 
suspend  him  from  his  otlice.  He  has  the  right  of  appeal  to 
his  peiMs  nr  brother  ministers,  but  during  his  suspension 
the  Trustees  have*  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor  should 
the  rr(»si(ient  of  the  Conference  fail  to  do  so. 

The  various  official  courts  of  the  Church  are 
representative.  The  Leaders'  Meeting  is  composed  of  the 
class  leaders,  local  preachers,  and  stewards  of  a  particular 
Church.  Under  the 
presidency  of  the 
minister,  it  deals  with 
questions  of  member- 
ship in  a  particular 
Church,  the  relief  of 
the  poor,  and  the  con- 
tributions to  the  Cir- 
cuit funds.  The  Local 
Preachers'  M  ec»  t  i  n  g, 
held  <iuarterly,  and 
of  which  all  local 
preachers  in  the  Cir- 
cuit and  the  ministers 
appointed  thereto  are 
members,  investigates 
the  ability  and  faith- 
fulness of  all  who  hold 
the  oflice,  examines 
candidates,  and  con- 
siders whether  new 
places  can  be  opened. 
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The  Circuit  Quarterly  Meeting  has  in  it  members 
who  have  to  do  both  with  the  spiritual  and  financial 
administration  of  all  the  Churches  within  its  bounds. 
Class  leaders,  local  preachers,  and  Sunday  school  Super- 
intendents have  a  seat  for  the  former  reason,  and 
Trustees  (who  are  Ciiurch  members),  Poor  Stewards, 
Society  and  Circuit  Stewards  for  the  latter.  This  meeting 
disburses  the  funds  raise<l  for  the  support  of  th(^  ministry, 
receives  and  crmsiders  returns  of  membership  and  Sunday- 
schools,  sanctions  erections  and  enlargements  of  churches 
and  other  buildings.  Tt  also  has  the  right  to  invito 
ministers,  and  to  elect  members  to  the  annual  Synrnl  and 
Conference.  Theyt^arly  Synod  is  composed  of  the  ministers 
residing  within  the  District  bounds,  the  Stewards  of  the 
Circuits  or  elected  substitutes,  and  Connexional  Treasurers 
and  other  otlicers.  All  ordaini^l  ministers  are  e.r  ({(jicio 
members  of  the  Annual  Conference,  as  are  Fuay  Treasurers 
of  Connexional  Funds,  and  the  Circuit  Quarterly  Meetings 
el(?ct  others  to  make  the  number  ecjual  to  those  of  the 
ministers.  To  it  are  submitted  elaborate  returns  of  the 
differ(Mit  (h'partments  of  Church  work  in  the  various 
Circuits,  and  it  recommends  to  the  (Jeneral  C(mference 
necessary  adjustments  and  alterations  of  laws,  and  provides 
for  local  <levelopements 


Growth  of  the  New  Zealand  Church. 

As  related  in  the  {^receding  pag(»s,  th(;  European 
congregations  in  this  Colony  w(»re  first  formed  by  th(» 
Missionaries  who  came  to  evangelise  the  Maoris.  Th(»se 
colonial  Churches  have  spread  and  multiplied,  and  the 
organisation  sketched  above,  compact  and  workable,  has 
been  developed  and  carried  out.  Four  epochal  years  may 
be  taken  for  indicating  the  growth.  In  It'^oi"),  when  the 
Australasian  0<jnference  wjis  constituted,  there  w<'re  only 
six  English- Circuits.  Of  these  four  were  in  the  North 
Lsland,  and  two  in  the  South.  Six  ministers  were 
appointed  thereto,  and  they  had  under  their  charge  thirteen 
cfiurches  and    twenty-one  other  preaching    places.     There 


KlI.niRNIK    CUTRCH,    WkLLIXCTciN. 

were  forty-nine  local  preachers,  thirty-six  chiss  leaders,  and 
50S  Church  meml>ers.  Fourteen  Sunday-schools  had  been 
established,  with  seventy-eight  teachers  and  732  scholars, 
while  the  total  attendants  were  2514. 


In  1874  the  fii-st  Annual  Conference  was  held.  There 
were  then  reportofl  twenty-five  Circuits,  98  churches,  and 
eighty-one  preaching  places.  The  ministers  numbered 
forty,  the  local  preachers  143,  class  leaders  132,  and 
members  2232.  The  Sunday-schools  were  ninety-two,  with 
70:")  teachers,  and  G859  scholars,  while  the  worshippei-s 
totalled  14,318.  In  other  words,  during  nineteen  years  the 
churches  had  become 
seven  and  a  half 
times  as  numerous, 
and  the  ministers 
six  times.  Th(?re 
were  three  times  as 
many  local  preachers 
and  four  times  as 
many  members.  The 
Sunday  scholars 
were  nine  times, 
and  the  hearers  ?i\\\ 
and  a  half  times  as 
many  as  at  the 
former  period. 

Twenty-two  years 

passed.    In  1896  the 

Wesley  an    Church 
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doing  so,  the  returns  showed  ()3  Circuits,  with  ministers 
appointed  ther(ito,  and  having  221  churches,  and  320 
pn^aching  ])laces.  Ninety  ministers  were  aidefl  by  twenty- 
two  Home  Missi<maries  and  402  local  pieachers;  214  class 
leaders  had  the  oversight  of  9r)22  members.  Tn  217 
Sunday-schools  then^  were  20,2^3  scholars,  under  the 
charge  of  2083  teachers,  and  the  adherents  were  59,850. 
To  put  these  figures  in  another  way,  the  number  of  Circuits, 
churches,  and  ministers  had  more  than  doubled  since  1874. 
There  were  three  times  as  many  local  pniachers  and  Sunday 
scholars,  while  the  members  and  adherent.s  had  multiplied 
fourfold.  The  one  colunm  in  which  there  had  not  been 
satisfactory  progress  was  the  class  leadei"s,  in  which  there 
W41S  an  increase  of  only  GO  per  cent. 

During  tin;  four  years  sinci;  Union  took  place,  there  has 
be(»n  further  advance.  Tn  ]March  of  the  present  year  the 
totals  stood  thus:  Circuits,  77;  ch u relies,  275  :  pVeaching 
places,  400;  ministers,  113;  hom(;  missionaries,  21  ;  local 
preachers,  Ti'l^^  \  ehiss  leaders,  17S;  members,  12,185; 
Sunday-sehools,  28 1  :  teachers,  2275;  scholars,  21,808; 
and  attendants  on  public  worship,  07, 05s. 

Up  to  1805  the  Auckland  District  comprised  the  whole 
of  that  Province  and  the  W(»st  Coast  as  far  as  Wanganui. 
Latterly  it  was  known  as  the  Xoiiliern  District,  ami  the 
other  portion  as  the  Wellington  or  Southern  District.  In 
ISGO  each  Island  was  made  a  separate  District.  Two 
years  later  the  Middle  District  was  ccmstituted,  to  take 
in  all  the  Circuits  in  the  Wellini^ton,  Hawke's  jJay,  Nelsim, 
Marlborough,  and  Westland  Provinces.  In  1S72  Otago 
was  separated  from  Canterbury,  and  in  187  i  a  threefold 
<livision  of  the  Middle  District  took  place,  into  Wellington, 
Taranaki,  and  Nels<m.  The  annual  Syno<ls  of  the*  six 
Districts  are  usually  held  in  November. 
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Thb  Late  Mr.  B.  Dkwsbury,  Christ. 

CHURCH. 


The  Annual  Conference  and  Its  Work. 

At  the  first  session,  held  in  Christchurch,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Buddie  was  elected  President,  and  the 
Rev.  A.  Reid  Secretary.  Twenty-six  different  ministers 
have  filled  the  former  position,  one  being  twice  elected. 
Of  these,  fifteen  en- 
tered the  ministry  in 
Oieat  Britain,  and 
eleven  were  received 
in  the  Colonies.  Of 
the  latter,  two  were 
colonial  born,  one 
being  a  New  Zeal- 
ander,  and  the  other 
a  South  Australian. 
Nine  ministers  have 
at  various  times  dis- 
charged the  onerous 
duties  of  Secretary. 
The  first  three  annual 
Conferences  consisted 
of  ministers  only,  the 
financial  and  general 
business  being  trans- 
acted by  Committees, 
of  which  laymen  were 
members.  Since  1877 
lay  representatives 
have  had  scats  in  the  C(mference  itself.  For  a  few 
years  after  their  introduction  the  ministers  assembled 
four  (lays  previously  to  deal  with  questions  rescived 
for  their  consideration  only.  Subsequently,  and  largely 
through  liie  recommendations  of  New  Zealand  to  the 
General  Conference,  this  was  changed,  and  for  several 
years  past  they  have  met  at  the  same  time  as  the  ministers, 
and  taken  part  with  them  in  the  election  of  the  chief 
oflicers  of  the  Church.  A  few  year's  since  the  laymen's 
powers  were  further  enlarged,  by  adding  to  the  Stationing 
Committee  a  number  equal  to  those  of  the  ministers.  The 
fii-st  Conference  consisted  of  twenty-three  ministers  only. 
At  that  held  in  Auckland  in  March  last  sixty-one  European 
ministers  and  probationers,  with  five  Maori  ministers,  and 
fifty-seven  lay  repiesentatives,  were  present.  While  the 
Constitution  provides  that  there  shall  be  an  equal  number 
of  ministers  and  lay  representatives  who  arc  legally 
membei-8,  the  number  in  attendance  varies,  sometimes  the 
one  preponderating  and  sometimes  the  other.  But  no 
practical  difficulty  is  experienced.  No  provision  has  been 
made  for  separate  voting,  and  all  questions  are  decided  by 
a  majority  of  the  whole.  The  work  of  ascertaining  the 
progress  of  the  Church  in  its  various  depjirtments, 
providing  for  the  raising  and  expenditure  of  Home  and 
Foreign  Mission  Funds,  with  the  supervision  of  Sunday- 
schools,  the  dovelopeinent  of  temperance  work,  administration 
of  Connexional  Funds,  and  the  division  of  Circuits,  etc., 
becomes  increasingly  onerous.  The  larger  part  of  this 
is  now  prrpared  by  carefully  constituted  committees. 
Special  subjects  reserved  for  decision  by  ministers  only 
are  few,  being  chiefly  the  examination,  admission,  and 
ordination  of  ministerial  candidates  and  probationers, 
enquiry  as  to  character,  transfer  to  or  reception  from 
other  colonies,  and  the  placing  of  any  of  its  memlK^rs  on 
the  supernumerary  list.  They  have  also  by  law  a  final 
voice  in  the  confirmation  of  stations,  but  the  practice  is 
to  tuke  no  vote  on  a  single  appointment,  the  third  reading, 
prepared  by  a  Committee  of  ministers  and  laymen,  \>e\t\^ 


invariably  adopted.  Vigorous  debates  have  from  time  to 
time  taken  place.  For  some  years  there  was  a  strong 
desire  for  nepai*atioD  from  Australia,  and  strong  resolutions 
in  favour  of  an  absolutely  independent  and  self-governing 
Conference  in  Now  Zealand  were  sent  forward  in  1881  and 
1884.  Eventually  such  large  concessions  were  gi-antd 
by  the  General  Conference  that  the  agitation  fur  this 
ceased.  Modifications  as  to  the  test  of  membership,  and 
the  granting  of  larger  powers  to  the  laymen,  have  been 
urged,  and  most  of  these  are  now  the  law  uf  the  Connexion. 
Healthy  friction  and  differences  of  opinion  on  questions  of 
administration  prevent  the  proceedings  becoming  dull,  and 
with  the  changing  conditions  of  a  gi*owing  Colony  there 
is  always  room  for  wise  adaptation  and  ecclesiastical 
statesmanship. 


The  General  Conference 

consists  of  an  equal  number  of  repre.sentative  ministers  and 
laymen  elected  by  the  Annual  Conferences.  With  the 
exception  of  certain  doctrinal  tests  which  are  to  be 
maintained,  its  powers  are  absoluce  so  far  as  the  Churches 
of  Australasia  arc  concerned.  The  President  must  be  a 
minister,  but  all  other  oliices  are  open,  and  all  memben 
have  a  voice  and  vote  on  all  matters  discussed.  It  has 
power  to  alter  or  vary  the  regulations  for  the  government 
of  the  Churches,  or  to  enact  new  ones.  It  can  remove 
ministers  from  one  Annual  Conference  to  any  other. 
Under  its  supervision  are  the  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Church,  and  it  appoints  the  Secretaries  and  Tre;isurer8. 
It  also  controls  the  Supernumerary  and  MinisteiV  Widows' 
Fund,  prescribes  the  rates  of  payments  and  allowances 
thereto,  and  elects  the  otlicers. 

Two  sessions  of  this  Confeience,  the  fourth  and  the 
eighth,  have  been  held  in  New  Zealand.  At  the  first, 
which    took    place   in   Christchurch,    in    Noveml)er,   1884, 


QUKBNSTOWN    ChCRCH. 

there  were  fifty-two  ministers  and  thirty-five  lay 
representatives  present.  Of  these,  forty-two  ministers  and 
twenty-five  layuien  came  fmm  Australia  or  the  Island 
^mvii«.    The  Rev.  J.  H.  Fletcher,  a  former  New  Zealand 
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minister,  was  by  a  large  vote  elected  to  the  Presidency,  as 
successor  to  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Waugh,  D.D.,  of  Melbourne. 
Three  special  features  of  interest  marked  its  meetings. 
After  an  able  and  animated  debate,  the  proposals  of  this 


Kaitangata  Ciu'rch. 
Colony  for  a  separate  and  iridependont  Conference  were 
defeated  by  a  large  majority.  Tlie  new  Model  Deed, 
which  for  ten  years  had  been  in  preparation,  and  which 
had  been  approved  by  Committees  in  ail  the  Colonies,  was 
adopted.  Provision  was  thus  made  for  the  Church 
obtaining  a  proper  legal  status,  and  by  virtue  of  Acts 
of  the  Colonial  Parliaments  based  thereon,  the  Church  has 
now  complete  control  of  the  various  properties  acquired. 
There  was  also  a  warm  discussion  on  the  Friendly  Islands 
Mission,  and  a  deputation  was  appointed  to  visit  the 
Churches  there,  also  one  to  take  part  in  the  celebration  of 
the  jubilee  of  the  Fiji  Mission. 

In  November,  1897,  the  Eighth  General  Conference 
met  in  the  Pitt  Street  Church,  Auckland.  Sixty-one 
ministers  and  forty-six  lay  representatives  wore  in 
attendance,  of  whom  eighty-fivo  came  from  the  other 
Colonies.  This  writer,  who  had  then  filled  the  office  of 
President  since  May,  1894,  had  the  privilege  of  handing 
over  its  responsibilities  to  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Burgess,  of 
Adelaide.  The  Rev.  George  Lane,  of  Sydney,  efficiently 
discharged  the  duties  of  Secretary.  The  formation  of  a 
separate  Annual  Conference  for  Western  Australia  was 
sanctioned,  and  in  March  of  tliis  year  its  first  session  was 
held  at  Perth.  The  right  of  all  meml)ers  of  the  Church  to 
an  appeal  was  atlirmed,  and  provision  made  for  it.  After 
prolonged  consideration  it  was  resolved  to  slightly  advance 
the  contributions  to,  and  considerably  reduce  the  allowances 
made  by,  the  Supernumerary  Ministers  and  Widows'  Fund. 
This  was  rendered  necessary  by  losses  on  investments,  and 
the  rapid  decline  in  the  rate  of  interest.  Provision  was 
also  made  for  the  preparation  of  a  scale  of  payments  to  be 
made  by  ministers  joining  the  Church  in  connection  with 
Methodist  Union.  Close  consideration  was  also  given  to 
the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions.  Wonderful  progress  in 
the  recently  started  Mission  to  New  Guinea  was  reported, 
and  to  make  better  provision  for  rabing  funds  an  organising 
Secretary  was  appointed. 


Relative  Position  of  tlie  Church  in  the  Colony. 

According  to  the  Government  census  of  1896,  there  was 
then  a  total  European  population  of  703,;^60.  Of  these 
281,166,  or  40*11  per  cent.,  returned  themselves  as 
Episcopalians ;  159,952,  or  22*83  per  cent,  as  Presbyterians ; 
97,525,  or  14-23  per  cent.,  as  Roman  Catholics;  while 
63,373,  or  962  per  cent.,  registered  themselves  as  Wesleyan 
Methodists.  The  Primitive  Methodists  numbered  7041,  or 
1*08  per  cent,  more,  and  2893  persons,  or  -43  per  cent., 
simply  stated  they  were  Methodists.  According  to  those 
figures,  whicli  tally  closely  with  those  compiled  for  the 
Church,  and  printed  in  the  yearly  Minutes,  the  Church 
stands  fourth  in  the  number  of  organised  Christian 
denominations,  and  claims  nearly  one-tenth  of  the  whole 
population  as  its  adherents.  Of  these,  4968  per  cent,  are 
men,  and  50*32  per  cent,  women.  In  the  number  of 
churches  erected  it  is  third,  the  Government  figures  being 
Episcopalian,  414;  Presbyterian,  ;^01  ;  Wesleyan,  249; 
Roman  Catholic,  212.  According  to  the  same  authority', 
the  number  of  sittings  provided  was  55,772,  and  there 
were  35,445  present  on  the  day  the  returns  were  made. 
The  Church  ranks  third  in  the  number  of  sittings  provided, 
and  fourth  in  the  actual  attendance. 

The  proportion  to  the  entire  population  shows  a  steady, 
if  not  very  marked  upward  tendency.  In  1874  Methodists 
(in  this  return  apparently  Primitive  Methodists  being 
included)  were  8*45  per  cent. ;  in  1878  they  were  9*18;  in 
1881  they  had  increased  to  9*55;  five  years  later  the 
figures  were  9*61,  and  in  the  two  succeeding  quinquenniums 
10*14  and  10-45  per  cent,  respectively.  The  advance  was 
not  uniform,  so  far  as  the  Church  itself  was  concerned. 
The  centesimal  increase  for  the  years  1874  to  1878  was 
50*20  ;  for  the  next  three  years  23*17  ;  for  five  years 
following  18-51,  and  for  the  two  following  periods  3*26  and 
818  per  cent,  respectively.  In  explanation  of  the  large 
increase  in  the  first  four  years,  it  should  be  noted  that  it 
was  a  period  when  there  was  a  large  immigration  and  heavy 
expenditure  on  public  works.  From  1886  to  1891,  when 
so  small  an  addition  was  reported,  the  Colony  was  depressed, 
tiade  stagnant,  and  a  laige  number  removed  to  other 
countries.  A  still  more  important  factor  in  the  growth  of 
the  Church  has  been  its  own  spiritual  activity.  From  1869  to 
1874  there  was  an 
almost  continuous  re- 
vival. The  Advocate 
recently  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that 
in  the  first-named  of 
these  years,  200  per- 
sons professed  conver- 
sion in  the  Durham 
Street  Church  alone 
within  a  fortnight. 
The  flame  spread 
throughout  the  whole 
of  Canterbury,  and 
extended  to  other 
provinces.  One  result 
was  seen  in  the  multi- 
plication of  Circuits  a 
few  yeai*s  afterwards. 
During  the  five  years 
ending  April,  1896, 
the  Registrar-General        Hev.  n.  Beggs. 
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gives  the  following  table  of  the  rate  of  growth  of  the 
Colony,  and  of  the  four  principal  Churches :  The  Colony, 
76,702  or  12-24  per  cent.;  Episcopalians,  30,221  or  1204 
per  cent.;  Presbyterians,  18,475  or  13*06  per  cent ;  Roman 
Catholics,  11,669  or  13*59  per  cent.  ;  and  Wesleyans, 
7,338  or  13*10  per  cent.  While  it  is  satisfactory  to  see 
that  the  advance  of  the  Church  is  at  a  rate  slightly  higher 
than  the  population,  yet  in  view  of  the  numerous  agencies 
at  work,  a  still  larger  increase  might  be  expected,  and  it  is 
clear  that  lx)th  Circuits  and  Home  Mission  Stations  should 
bend  all  their  energies  to  the  conversion  of  sinners,  as  well 
as  to  the  nurture  of  those  already  within  the  fold.  A 
remarkable  featun^  of  the  Government  returns  is  the  one 
relating  to  Sunday-schools.  The  total  number  of  scholars 
is  said  to  he  10^,1)31,  with  11,111  teachers.  Of  these 
nearly  one-fiftli,  namely,  20,2«'<B  scholars,  and  2083  teachers 
are  workin<'  in  connection  with  the  Church. 


Outlook  for  the  Future. 

Wcll-cstJiblished  in  all  the  centres  of  the  Colony's 
population,  and  rapidly  pushing  out  into  the  newly-settled 
districts,  the  Church  has  a  splendid  opportunity.  If  the 
ministers,  with  ever-enlarging  facilities  for  culture,  measure 
up  to  the  diligence,  devotion,  and  enterprise  of  the  fathers 
of  the  Church  ;  if,  with  the  warmth  begotten  of  a  conscious 
experience,  they  preach  "  a  full,  free,  and  present  salvation," 
and  if  the  local  preachers  emulate  them,  "showers  of 
blessing,"  will  descend.  If  the  Church  retains  its 
distinguishing  features,  especially  by  wisely  maintaining 
and  strengthening  the  meetings  for  religious  fellowship, 
and  carefully  arranging  the  itinerancy  of  its  ministers,  its 
members  will  be  edified  and  fitted  for  service.  There  will 
cojne  to  them  the  conviction  that  direct  work  for  God  and 
soul-winning  is  the  duty  not  only  of  ministers  and 
office-bearers,  but  of  all  who  "  have  tasted  that  the  Lord  is 
gracious."  Thus  the  whole  Connexion,  not  lessening  its 
zeal  for  the  salvation  of  vsouls,  will  enter  more  largely  into 
philanthropic  work,  and  "expect  great   things  from  God" 


as  it  "  attempts  great  things  for  God,''  and  thas  a  more 
spiritual  and  more  successful  Church  will  be  built  up,  and 
more  abundant  successes  be  realised. 


Pinal   Note. 

The  Etlitor's  task  is  completed.  He  has  sought  to  recall 
the  heroism,  enterprise,  and  success  of  the  founders  of  the 
Maori  Mission ;  to  state  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
diminution  of  the  Native  Churches,  and  to  intimate  the 
means  which  should  be  taken  to  renew  their  energies. 
While  never  privileged  himself  to  labour  among  the  Maoris, 
he  was  acquainted  with  most  of  the  early  labourers,  and 
has  embodied  their  views  and  convictions  in  the  narrative 
given.  While  he  himself  is  responsible  for  the  general 
opinions  expressed,  he  has  allowed  them,  whenever  possible, 
to  speak  for  themselves. 

Of  the  threescore  years'  history  of  the  Colonial  Church, 
he  has  been  personally  cognisant  of  and  interested  in 
its  working  for  more  than  half  the  time.  Ho  has  travelled 
through  the  whole  Colony  several  times,  is  personally 
acciuainted  with  a  majority  of  the  Church  workers,  and 
has  ministered  to  most  of  the  congregations.  Of  their 
origin  and  growth,  he  has  striven  to  obtain  and  present  a 
faithful  and  accurate  history  up  to  date.  The  time  for 
estimating  the  influence  of  the  Church  on  the  moral 
progress  of  the  entire  community  has  not  yet  arrived.  We 
arc  too  near  the  actors.  At  the  end  of  the  Twentieth 
Century  tliis  will  probably  Ik»  attempted.  The  facts  and 
incidents  here  recorded  may  serve  as  data  for  the 
philosophic  generalisations  and  deductions  of  such  a  writer. 
Probably  the  Methodists  of  the  intervening  period,  as 
well  ivs  those  of  A.i>.  2000,  will  be  interested  in  the 
representations  of  the  buildings  in  which  their  fathers 
worshipped,  and  in  gazing  upon  the  portraits  of  the 
pioneers  and  founders  of  the  Church.  Meantime,  thankful 
for  the  past,  and  hopeful  for  the  future,  we  repeat  the 
words  of  Holy  Writ  and  say  :  "Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us, 
()  Lord  ;  but  unto  Thy  Name  give  we  glory,  foi  Thy  mercy 
and  for  Thv  truth's  sake." 
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1  — K«'v.  W.  S    llariMT  i  •^priII^:Ht()^^       2  -  Ht'v.  \V.  L«'e  (Tinuiru).      3— lU-v.  W.  I.  Williams  (Tliarurs).       1^— Krv.  F.  W.  Uott  (Halrlutha). 
:>-Kev.  J.  J.  Li'wis  ( Am-kland).    H- Kev.  J.  U.  IliohaniKou  (  Hiitt).    7— UfV.  \V.  Morl.»y  (WVlliiiijioii).    K— Uev.  A    K.  Fiichctt(St.  AMmns) 
il     It.'v.  D.  Mi-Nln.n  ((iroyinoiith).     H>-Rcv.  C.  W.  Ki^K  (l>'inf*<Ji").     11  — Kov.J.  HuUcr  (CliriHt.rhurch).     12— Uov.  T.  IJiuMle.  Presi.li^nt 
{  X.'l.-.«.ii).     13  -K'.'v.  A.  Ilrid,  Socrt'iarv  (  Anoklaml).    It  "K«'v.  J.  r.'ruinp  friiimofl)      IT,  -Wvv.  11  H.iviii  (Kaiavt»v\.    UV— \Vr><.^^  ,^5^  .'^vw>^*:nw 
(Lytleltoii).     17-Rev.  J.  AKlred  (St.'Allmns).     IS— Rev.  W.  Ketill  (!Jvmu\;*U>x\V     \\^-\^vn  A\AVa\\v\  VV^\vTv%X'i^xNa>^>^.    'fi^^-^^H.'^-^^-^N'^^ 
(\Vuu£aiiui;.    21— Rev.  J.  S.  Rishworth  (ILikitika)      22 -A\cv.  VI.  ^v\\\  ^K-xVwxvvxV    *ri-V.^N,\;  .Vl.^^^*. '^Vvr^'^^^^ 


ERRATA   AND    OMISSIONS. 


I*:»g('  'MK    -Iluiivri,  Naiivf  Cliirf.      Full  iianu',  Ilon^n'-ika. 

in.-     Marakiiio  sliould  bo  '*  l*}irikino."  i.r.,  ba«l  or  dim^iTous  cliffH. 

.,      in.      J.iiUl'  Ward  sh()ultl  br  "  Luke  Wmic.'' 

„      \'2.      Whakarcwrcwa  should  bo  "  WImkarciwarcwa." 

,,     oO.      Itniiiiaki  sliould  b«»  "  KwpHki."  i.r.,  Inii;ht  with  sun. 

„     ^s. — Mahutu  phouhl  l)o  "  Makutu,"  /.t-.,  witcliiTul't. 

„     T)!*  and  N<K--MoT»^onni  nhould  be  *'  Man^onui." 

,,     G4  and  7<>.    -Olaniatca,  niiMi)rint  for  "  Otanintca." 

.,     H(J. — I'atuoTU"  said  to  havo  taken  tli«  name  of  Marhli  IJrown,  should  be  *' E<Jward  Marsli." 

„     72. — Heretaona  River  slmuld  be  '*  Horotaonj^a  " 

„     HO — Arawa  Karaka  sliould  be  '*  Arama  Karaka  "  (Adam  Clarke). 

„     81. — raduj)flda  slnmld  be  "  Parnparu." 

„     81  an<l  80    -Wainj?aroa  shouhl  l)e  **  Whaingan)r..'' 

,.     86.  -  Paul  Muriwhenn  should  be  "  Paul  Mnriwhenua." 

„     86. — Horuru,  so  sjielt  in  old  maf^zines,  is  '*  Oruru." 

„     Mo. — Weremo  Nera  should  read  "  Wiremu  Nera." 

„     JMi. — Hori  te  Kurei  should  be  "  Hori  to  Kuri." 

„     167.— Mr.  Whiteley  murdered  February  13th,  not  2sth  as  stated. 

„     107. —  Mr.  J.  Skinner,  who  sup])lied  Native  aeeonnt  of  munier,  was  not  a  son  of  the  Catechiat,  but  behmged  to  anotlier  well-known 
Now  Plymouth  family. 

.,     219. — Mary  Hendon,  Union  Street,  sliould  be  "Charlotte  llendon." 
After  page  221,  three  pngcs  numbered  122-1 2  (  should  be  ''  222,  223,  22I-." 

Page  22k     The  illustration  named   Birkenhead  Church  should  read  "  Heaeh  Koid  (.'hureh,  Dcvonport,'*  and  the  one  so  designated  is 
"  Tuakau  Chureh." 

„     226. — Thames  Oircuit.     Mr.  Hosking  states  Shortland  Sunday-school  was  conducted  in  a  manjuee,  he  being  Superintendent. 

„     250.^-Noithein  Wairoa  Circuit.     Parsonage  built  duritig  Rev.  T.  F.  Jones's  term,  Mr.  Blight  succeeding  him. 

„     303.— Opunake  Church,  built  during  Rev.  R.  ,1.  Murray's  residence  there,  and  «)pened  on  October,  1881. 

„     355. — Pahiatua.     First  service  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  Dukes,  on  l)ecemb(!r  4,  ISSl. 

„     3H0. — Kev.  W.  U.  Marten  is  a  native  of  P]ssex,  not  Sussex. 

„     305. —  Rev.  J.  H.  Gray  is  a  native  of  the  Channel  Islands,  but  spent  his  youth  in  Cornwall. 

„     381. — Foxhill  Church,  built  in  187<>,  largely  by  the  help  of  the  Messrs.  Gardiner. 

,.     423.— St.  Albans  made  the  head  of  a  Circuit  1871,  not  lSi»l  as  pritited. 

„     44)7. — The  total  proceeds  of  the  Jubilee  Fund  included  a  be(iuest  of  i:507  by  the  late  Mr.  James  Reese,  of  Papanui. 
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